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Address by the guest speaker, Nick Ferreira

M

r Headmaster, members of staff, parents,
and class of 2008. It is a great honour for
me to be back at Boys High and to be a
part of this important celebration.
Thank you, Headmaster, for that kind introduction.
Of course, Mr Schroder made it perfectly clear when
he invited me to speak this evening that the only
reason I am here is that both John Smit and Oscar
Pistorius were unavailable!
It has been eleven years since I sat where you are
now, preparing to leave this school that had been
my home for ve years. If you are anything like I
was, you have very little idea what comes next. I
only knew that I was off on a great adventure C to
spend some time in Europe, guring out what to do
with my life, and, I hoped, meeting girls, if possible
all of the girls in Europe.
I didn't know that it would involve freezing
in the English winter and being a security guard,
construction worker, bartender and couch-packer.
I discovered that European girls were just as
uninterested in Boys High Old Boys as South African
girls had been in Boys High boys, sorry for those of
you headed out on gap years!
I remember being excited about my future, and I
looked forward to the freedom of being out of school.
I was also, as I'm sure many of you are, sad that my
time at Boys High had come to an end. I knew that
there was something about the fellowship of those
high school years that would never be repeated.
But, above all, I remember being hopeful. I was
lled with hope for the future: my future, the future
of the class of 1997 and the future of South Africa.
So tonight I will say something about hope: why,
despite the fact that South Africans sometimes tend
to despair about the future, I was right to be hopeful
at the time, and why you should be hopeful now as
you depart on your own great adventures.
This is despite the fact that the difculties we face in
this country are tremendous and real. The South African
Institute of Race Relations' April brieng warned that
South Africans face entrenched criminality, decaying
infrastructure, high level cover-ups of corruption, the
steady exodus of scarce skills, an ever-present HIV/
AIDS crisis and incompetence at all three levels of
government. These problems touch us all C in a small
example, two of the guys who left school with me in
1997 have since died in violent crimes.
In the face of all these reasons to despair, it might
seem naïve or irrational to remain hopeful. I disagree.
To express hope is to express a desire, a belief,
and it is to assume an attitude. First, to hope for a
state of affairs, I must desire it. If I hope that South
Africa will get violent crime under control, I must
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want it to happen.
Second, it is also a question of belief. I must believe
that it is possible that my hope will be realised. If I
believe that it is impossible for the Lions to win the
Super 14, then I cannot hope for it. (By the way, if
you want to know what total hopelessness feels like,
I can recommend becoming a Lions fan.)
This combination of desire and belief is the bare
minimum that is required for hope. Philosopher
Philip Pettit argues that to act from hope is to act as
though your hope will be realised, even if your real
assessment of the chances of its realisation is low.
Hope requires adopting an attitude: the attitude that
your hope could quite probably be realised.
For example, many South Africans are concerned
about the future of the country. But if we act
hopefully, we will, despite our negative assessment
of our chances, act as if the odds of success are quite
good. It is only by acting from hope in this way
that Nelson Mandela and Oliver Tambo and Albert
Luthuli and all the other heroes of the struggle
against apartheid lived the way they did.
Strange as it may seem, hoping and acting from
hope in this way can be perfectly rational even if the
desired outcome is very unlikely.
For one thing, there is often a causal connection
between hoping for something and realising it. Hope
gives you energy and ensures that you take every
possible step to ensure your hope is realised. Lack of
hope has the opposite effect. The consequences of the
loss of hope in places like Zimbabwe are tragically
clear. People without hope give in to depression
and apathy. They are much less likely to ght the
oppression to which they are subject.
However, if they can sustain the hope that their
country can be turned around, Zimbabweans will
be more likely to vote, demonstrate, and dispute
crooked election results. They will be more likely, in
other words, to do the things that need to be done in
order to realise their hopes.
Hope requires taking risks. You have to be prepared
to take the risk that your hopes will be disappointed.
But being prepared to take on a certain level of risk
is good. One of the things I have learnt in the UK is
that a culture that is too afraid of risk brings its own
dangers – loss of independence, boredom, stasis.
Paging through copies of the Pretorian recently, I
was struck by a photo of Form 1s abseiling out of the
bell-tower – that could never happen in the UK – the
health and safety department would have the entire
staff arrested.
Mr Schroder took quite a risk when he selected
me as head of school here. My only previous
demonstration of leadership had been leading three

cruising behind us and giving us abuse over their
loudspeakers, and all the local sex workers coming
out to have a laugh.
Eventually we returned to school to face the
music, and I guess Mr Schroder must have been
more amused than he let on, because, while we were
conned to the school grounds for two terms, at least
we weren't expelled.
So I am very grateful that a place like Boys High was
prepared to take a risk on someone with my record.
Anyway, back to the importance of hope: Hope
alleviates feelings of anxiety, grief and powerlessness.
This can be essential to getting through difcult
challenges and unpleasant experiences (like my
experience with the police). It enhances our sense of
agency, by afrming the likelihood that our actions
have an effect on the way things turn out.
As with all things, there is a balance to be struck
here. It is possible to hope too much, to be so
wildly optimistic that one's hopes are constantly
dashed. There are situations in which ignoring true
probabilities would be disastrous. A poker player
adopting a strategy of hope would be cleaned out in no
time. The trick is to learn when hope is appropriate.
Our hope for our country is communal hope, the
hope that our shared aspirations will be realised.
Acting from hope, as South Africans citizens, makes
us more likely to realise our hopes for our young
democracy. It alleviates anxiety about the future
and sustains us in difcult times. And it deepens
our knowledge of ourselves and one another, by
focusing our mental energy on what it means to be
South African and what we should want for this
beautiful, challenging place.
If our communal hope is to have a ghting chance,
all South Africans will have to face the question of
race, and many of our attitudes to race have to change.
We must refuse to fall into the lazy racism that so
many are still prone to. You nd this sort of racism
in surprising places. On my rst day in Oxford, I was
served by a Zulu lady in the supermarket. When I
asked her if she intended going home, her response
was "No, too many Indians."
Finally, hope is closely connected with love. To
love someone means hoping that their life goes well.
Giving up hope for someone is, in a sense, to give
up on loving them. Giving up hope for South Africa
is, in some cases, to give up on something we have
loved. That is why the process can be so painful.
An understanding of the connection between hope
and love should make us gentler in our treatment of
those of our friends and family who have lost hope
in South Africa. It is not surprising if they are bitter
as they pack for Perth or London, or if they seem to
wish us ill from across the ocean. The deeper their
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of my Rissik House dorm-mates into the arms of the
South African Police Service, and I think enough
time has passed so that he won't mind if I tell you
the story. It was the year of 1995 World Cup.
A few of us in Rissik House decided that the best
way to ensure our fame and immortality would be
to liberate some of the ags of the competing nations
that were ying in Magnolia Dell (we thought
it would be an especially good idea to capture an
Australian ag). So we set our alarm clocks for 3am
in the dead Highveld winter, put on dark clothing
and set out across the school grounds.
We scaled the electric fence, getting shocked on
the way down, and jogged to the Dell. Being more
of a delegater than a doer, I sent one of my dorm
mates up the pole with a pocket knife between his
teeth. Alas, the poles were coated with an industrial
strength Vaseline halfway down to prevent people
like us from getting hold of the goods. So we ran
back to school, climbed back over the electric fence,
got shocked on the way down again. As we were
making out way back to hostel, I looked to my left
and saw an aluminium ladder that they had been
using in the east quad to clean windows.
So we picked up the ladder, ran back down to
North gate, threw the ladder over the electric fence, got
shocked on the way down, and jogged back tp the Dell.
This time I held the ladder while my friend climbed it
and secured the Aussie ag. New Zealand was next.
As I looked up, I saw that my friend had jumped
off the ladder. His legs were moving even before he
hit the ground. Then I noticed the ashing orange
lights. It must have been a slow night in the police
station, because every squad car on duty had come
to get us – there were six or seven of them, coming
at us from all sides.
I started running. Thanks to the adrenaline I
overtook both of my friends, and came to a corner.
I heard a friend yelling "stop, Nick, they're going to
shoot you …" but I couldn't stop. I didn't even slow
down at the sound of two warning shots behind me.
I did come to a halt when I rounded the corner to
nd myself face to face with the local neighbourhood
watch man, pointing a gun at my head. The next
thing I knew I was on the ground with his boot in
my neck, and all three of us were apprehended.
But the police hadn't done with us yet. We were
told to strip until we were wearing just our jeans in
the freezing cold, and the sergeant in charge said
"You were so blerrie clever bringing your ladder,
now you are going to carry that ladder." I was put in
the middle of the ladder, head sticking between two
rungs, with a mate at the front end and a mate at the
back end, and we had to run with that ladder all the
way to Sunnyside police station, with six police cars
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love for the country, the more painful the experience
of losing hope for it.
For those of us who remain, there is plenty of
reason to be hopeful.
We have had three presidents since 1994, all
of whom have taken power peacefully through
constitutionally mandated and legitimate procedures.
South Africa has become a deeply democratic
nation, and this distinguishes us from so many
other post-liberation African states dominated by
single leaders. It now seems probable that the ANC
will split, in yet another demonstration of the deep
commitment this country has to using democratic
means to resolve disputes. Let the people decide.
I urge you to participate in our democracy. Join or
vote for the new party, or join and vote for the ANC,
or the DA, or the ID or whichever party you believe
best represents you.
Our constitution remains an inspiring ideal
and provides powerful mechanisms for holding
government to account. While there is reason to
fear that the independence of institutions such as
the judiciary is under threat, and some seem only to
favour judicial independence when the courts rule in
their favour, I believe there are enough good people
ghting to defend this independence for it to survive.
Our economy has been well enough managed so
that we are likely to be spared most of the carnage
of the current global economic meltdown, though
of course there will be tough times ahead as our
access to credit tightens, costs of projects requiring
international capital increase, and those who buy our
products and come on holidays here nd themselves
with less money.
Above all, the spirit and resilience of the South
African people sustains my hope that we will be
able to overcome the obstacles we face, and build
the country we have hoped and dreamed of.
That is why my wife and I have returned after ve
years away. I won't tell you what decisions to make
when the time comes for you to make them. But I can
tell you why we made the decision we did. Despite
the crime, political instability and everything else,
we have come home and we are very happy to be
here, so far. It's warm and beautiful and the beach
and bush and beer are marvellous.
But most important is the fact that here we can
make a difference. Every one of us can play a part.
This country is being built right now, by anyone
who cares enough to participate. Each of us has the
privilege denied to those in developed countries: we
are an integral part of forming and building our own
country. While it can be worrying and sometimes
painful, it is never boring. And there is a very real
sense that how it all turns out depends on us.
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onight I stand before you in a uniform that is a
little too small. This is the very same uniform
that I once wore as a frightened, yet excited,
unexceptional Form 1 boy. The only difference being
that tonight I don a matric tie. A tie that I have earned
as a result of a 5-year journey that began outside
these magnicent walls, in the shade of two majestic
Norfolk Pine trees. These are the sincere garments of
a Boys High boy. Even when stripped of a colours
blazer and a badge denoting a position of leadership,
I still wear this blazer with pride, as thousands
have worn it before me. Good evening Mr and Mrs
Schroder, honoured guest, members of staff, parents
and the celebrities of this evening, the Class of 2008.
Tonight, I stand before you as the rst person of
colour to deliver the English speech to a valedictory
audience of the greatest school in the world. This is
truly a momentous occasion, showing how we at
Pretoria Boys High have overcome prejudice and
have been able to celebrate our diversity, all the
while building a brotherhood that will last long
after we have crossed our last 't', dotted our last 'i'
and written our last full stop in our last exam. This
brotherhood is the incredible, invisible bond, which
can only be achieved between Boys High boys. For
what is a Boys High boy? What makes us the most
sought after boys? Why is having been a pupil at
Boys High held in such high regard? Is it because
we have unquestionable integrity? Is it perhaps
because we are completely devoted to the school
that we have learnt to love? Maybe it is because
we are always willing to try our best no matter the
circumstance or challenge. To describe a Boys High
boy in one sentence is undeniably impossible. The
most accurate description that I could conjure up of
this young man is one who lives a modern life whilst
maintaining traditional values.
Despite the fact that we have the "Taj Mahal" and
"Boere Boom", the Greek Table and the Black wall,
which all suggest places of racial and ethnic divide,
somehow in this Boys High community, when
singing Swing Low at half time in a rugby match
I am able to hold a black brother on my left and a
Greek 're' on my right and still feel as though we are
one person. Why? Because we stand there believing
in the common goal of beating our opponents? Why?
Because we, as the future leaders of our rainbow
nation, have been able to accept our differences and
unite as equal members of this school. Why? Because
we believe that we attend the greatest school in the
world.
If one were to look around our school one would
think that one lived in an undisturbed forest where

the school was a community cut-off from the rest of
the world. The ancient pine trees and lush foliage
beautify this school and make it more than just a
school, more than just an institute of education, they
make it an environment t for life and learning. Our
school, or rather our home, may be compared to the
forest that surrounds it. The parts of the forest are
independent: the soil, weather and plants all rely on
each other – each part affecting the other – just as the
elements of this school have an effect on each other.
For if we pupils were saplings then our beloved
school would be the soil, nourishing and providing
us with a strong foundation from which to grow.
The elements of earth, wind, re and water would be
representative of our friends. They could either help
us to grow, or they could stie our progress. And
nally the wise, old trees would be our teachers: they
guide us to success and protect us from the elements
that could be detrimental to our progress.
In the ve years that we have been at Boys High
many remarkable, bizarre, funny, scary and sad
events have occurred, yet sometimes it is simply
the ordinary events that had no impact on our lives
at the time, that are the ones that make the deepest
impressions on us later. It would be impossible for
me to summarise the last ve years while doing them
any justice. Nevertheless I will try and highlight a
few memories.
We all know that Boys High is a school steeped
in tradition, and slowly new traditions are formed.
As a Form 1 at my rst ever PT aka Physical Torture
lesson, Mr Dorlas told us about a boy who, in the
previous year, whilst standing naked in the gym's
changing room had seen a pretty girl walk past. To
get a better view the boy hoisted himself up onto
the windowsill and just as he did he heard his
teacher approaching and so tried to jump off the
windowsill. However, he was unfortunate enough
to get his 'crown jewels' caught on a hook, inevitably
ripping them apart. This bizarre story always seems
to have happened the previous year and has been
repeated to every Form 1 group that I know of. This
story illustrates how here at Boys High we learn life
lessons. The moral of this story: never chase after
girls, instead, wait for them to come to you.
I will never forget our special trips down to Grey
and Maritzburg College, how people would get
sudden injuries and contract life threatening strains
of the incurable Grey Fever, from the thought of the
ferocious match that they would be involved in. On
the train a great spirit of camaraderie was built and
unforgettable memories were shaped. "Boys High
till I die" rang out across the elds of Grey this year:
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the score Grey College 82 – Boys High 10. This event
showed us the intense love and dedication that we
have for our school, that even in defeat we hold our
heads above the water. As a group we were lucky
enough to have seen two victories against Afes,
including the sensational away win this year, as
well as a draw last year. We also witnessed Stanley
lead the rst XV to victory against Maritzburg at
Goldstones, an event many of us thought we would
never see.
The school production has always held a special
place in my heart. The long hours of practice were
always worth it when you realised what a brilliant
production you had actually performed in. The
masterful performances by the music department at
Friday assemblies were always a joy to behold even
for those "less cultured" amongst us. The highlight of
Pretoria's social calendar has to be the Inter-House
Gala and will forever remain with us for the great
memories it provided, like the waving of cell-phones
when the lights went out during the candle race.
Despite all these wonderful, joyful memories we
at Boys High have not been sheltered completely
from tragedy. On the rst day of the second term of
this year, the general buzz that usually surrounds
assembly was replaced by a sombre mood and
people speaking in hushed voices. We were
mourning the loss of our brothers: Phobian Michael
Harrison, Phobian Robert Harrison, Phobian
Keegan Black and Phobian Sean Cottrell. Within a
term this was followed by another event that left the
school shattered. Daniel's unfortunate and untimely
accident gave us much food for thought about how
much we have and how easy it is to take things
for granted. His ghting spirit and bravery have
inspired all of us to make the most out of life, because
we can't predict the future and what it has in store

for us. I am sure that this spirit was the inspiration
behind the Candies historic win against Afes.
During our time here we have witnessed great
steps forward in continuing to develop Boys High
and enhance our reputation. A new cricket pavilion,
dare I say, the Schroder pavilion, was built on
Abernethy eld as well as a new clothing shop. The
matrics of 2008 have been the so-called guinea pigs
of the new education system. At Boys High we were
treated no differently. Once again, we were guinea
pigs, except this time it was for the Maretlwane bush
school. This programme sends a group of thirty
boys away to the school farm for a term. There they
do their schooling in the tranquil surrounds of the
Magaliesberg in what is probably only the second
initiative of its type in the world.
Tonight we leave this hall with only our nal
assembly left before we write our nal exams. I urge
you to think back on the days past, and to savour
the memories and enjoy your remaining days, for
as it says in that song we sang ve years ago, "the
time may come as the years go by when your heart
will thrill at the thought of the hill". I think that time
has come today. Our teachers and parents no longer
protect us in every step we take, we must now go
out into the world. In the words of the school song,
"when our schooldays are past, we're face to face
with challenge and strife". Boys High has prepared
us for that challenge, and now all that is left for us
to do is conquer it. I would like to leave you with
a quote from Richard Bach: "Don't be dismayed at
goodbyes. A farewell is necessary before you can
meet again. And meeting again, after moments or a
lifetime, is certain for those who are friends."
'Till I see you again my friends, in 20 and 30 and
40 years on'.

The stage party for the Valediction Ceremony:
L to R: James Lourens (Old Boys' Association), Terry Sharman
(Chairman of Governing Body), Bill Schroder (Headmaster), Nick
Ferreira (Guest Speaker) and John Illsley (Second Master)

The Headmaster, Mr Bill Schroder, together with the guest speaker,
Nick Ferreira.
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Twaalf … die aantal skooljare
Elf … oor elf dae skryf almal Engels, ons eerste
matriekvraestel saam
Tien … die aantal huise by Boys High

G

eagte Mnr. Schroder, eregaste, personeel,
ouers en die klas van 2008
Hierdie gedagtes het my gelei om te dink
aan 'n item wat elk van ons besit. Die man op straat,
die prokureur in sy top-kantoor … die ma wat ses
kinders grootmaak en die pianis agter die klavier; die
horlosie – 'n sirkel waar 'n begin en 'n einde gesien
kan word. Elke sekonde se tik beteken die einde van
een oomblik en die begin van 'n volgende. En is tyd
… elke uur … elke jaar nie vir ons so belangrik nie?
Ons ma's het die eerste nege maande van ons
hartklop in afwagting afgetel, ons eerste lewensjaar
is in detail aangeteken … ons eerste tandjie,
skooljaar, liefde. Ons hele lewe is gekoppel aan
daardie sirkelvormige stukkie tegnologie wat almal
so gretig aan hul gewrigte dra. Die horlosie staan
ewe kordaat en baie belangrik sentraal in ons elkeen
se lewe. En hier by Boys High het ons geleer om elke
sekonde ten volle te benut, want dit is hier waar ons
leer leef het!
In Boys High het ons die belangrikheid van die
horlosie vinnig besef. 7:20 – Die eerste skoolklok lui.
7:25 – hardloop na registerklas toe om die wrang
smaak van lates te vermy. Pouses wat nooit 15
minute lank voel nie, periodes van 40 minutes (wat
in die "legendariese dok" van der Watt se musiekklas
verbyvlieg), Rugbywedstryde van 30 minute aan
elke kant … musiekkonserte van twee uur elk … die
lysie is nimmereindig lank. En dis toe dat ek besef:
dit gaan nie net oor die tyd nie, maar ook oor die

mense saam met wie jy hierdie tyd spandeer.
Sou elk van ons net vir twee minute elke periodse
met vriende gesels … wat 'n konserwatiewe
skatting is, veral as mens in ag neem hoe doodstil
Mev. Holliday se wiskunde-klas is … praat ons vir
72 minute elke week, 3024 elke jaar wat dit 15 120
minute vir vyf jaar maak. Dis 252 ure se kwaliteittyd! 'n Somtotaal van tien dae en twaalf ure se kuier!
En ons het gedink meisies praat baie! Maar immers
praat ons sin!
In ons eerste skooljaar was ons kleiner as die
kleinste milli-sekonde, maar tog 'n onmisbare deel
van die skool. Dis waar ons respek, eerbaarheid,
balans en lojaliteit aangeleer het. Die tiende, elfde
en twaalfde skooljare is baie belangrike mylpale in
die hoërskool-horlosie en die nommer twaalf wat
bo-aan verskyn is 'n daaglikse herinnering van 'n
nuwe begin. Ons is besig om uiteindelik die twaalf
se omwenteling suksesvol te voltooi en daarmee
saam 'n nuwe fase te begin.
As ons matriekklas van 2008 terugkyk na die laaste
vyf jaar van ons hoërskoolloopbaan, weet ons dat
die agtergrond van enige horlosie 'n insiggewende
effek het op die tyd wat verbygaan. Boys High het
die gesig gevorm van ons hoërskool-horlosie en dit
maak my soveel trotser om vandag hier te staan.
Boys High is nie 'n splinternuwe, duur Rolex
horlosie versier met diamante nie. Boys High se
horlosie is 'n gesig vol tradisie, trots en eer, met
ongeskatte waarde. En vir die "Engelse maats: 'n
regter "Grandfather's Clock".
En so dink ek toe aan my oupa wat eens gesê
het: "Die kuier is nog lank nie verby nie, maar dit
is nou die regte tyd om dankie te sê." En nou is so
tyd.

VALEDICTION

Afrikaans Valedication Address by Hansie Vermooten

Staff and guests listen to the guitar quartet during the Valediction Ceremony.
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Dankie:
Mnr Schroder, u het ons geleer dat elke jaar beter
moet wees as die vorige een om vooruitgang te
kan verseker en as ek terugkyk na 2008 weet ek
dat ons suksesvol was.
En net soos 'n horlosie wysers het, het
Boys High onder"wysers", administratiewe
personeel en faktotum wat leiu, wys en
bystaan.
Ons ouers, dankie vir julle bystand, geduld,
ondersteuning en vir die trots teenoor die skool
wat julle met ons deel.
Jason Webber, ons hoofseun, wat kop en skouers
bo ander hoofseuns uitstaan, watter voorbeeld
het jy nie vir ons gestel nie!
Daniel Lombard jy is 'n sprrekwoordelike
voorbeeld
van
deursettingsvermoë
en
dapperheid.
Die matriekklas wat onvergeetlike herinneringe
geskep het soos:
– ons eerste rugbyspan wat Afes laat les opsê

het op hulle tuisveld
– die "candle race" en die saamsing van die
skoollied om die swembad by die interhuis
swemgala
– ons vrugagtige musiek-sensasie: die Grooving
Mango's
– en self die rekenaarspeletjies-fundi's met hul
Noord-Gauteng kleure
Aan elkeen wat 'n bydrae gelewer het om die laaste
skooljare 'n onvergeetlike tyd te maak: dankie is 'n
sesletterwoord wat nie die gevoel wat ons ervaar
behoorlik beskryf nie. Maar dis 'n woord uit die
hart: so, dankie. Die matrieks van 2008 gaan as old
boys dankbaarheid uitleef.
Ons tyd hardloop nou uit:
Vyf … die jare wat ons hier leer leef het
Vier … en regop, vuur en vlam reg vir die toekoms
Drie … die Drie Enigheid waarin ons glo
Twee … twee keuses: Boys High of Boys High
Een … een skool, een les:
BOYS HIGH

Valediction: the academic procession
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de Kock, Marius*
de Sauza Serradinho, Ricco* (Mathematical
Literacy)
Diepering, Jonathan*
Drepaniotis, Costa* (Mathematics,
Information Technology)
Dreyer, Hugo*
Dreyer, Thomas* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics,Visual Arts, French)
du Plessis, Marc* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Information Technology)
du Plooy-Naran, Sudhir*
Dunlop, Hamish* (Mathematics)
Durand, Rueben* (English, Mathematical
Literacy)
Eagle, Stephen*
Ehlers, Christiaan* (Mathematics,
Geography)
Engelbrecht, Dean* (Afrikaans, Mathematics)
Engelbrecht, Lourens* (Afrikaans)
Engelbrecht, Ryan* (Mathematics)
Engelbrecht, Tyronne*
Ewart-Phipps, Nicholas*
Falkson, Geoffrey*
Feenstra, Shaun*
Ferguson, James*
Fidler, Nicholas* (English, Mathematical
Literacy, Music, History)
Fong, Bennett*
Forrest, Graeme*
Fourie, Christopher* (English, Mathematics,
History, Information Technology)
Frisby, Arnold*
Fynn, Cameron* (Mathematics, Information
Technology)
Gericke, Dean*
Goodman, Joshua* (Life Orientation)
Green, Jonathan*
Güldenpfennig, Werner* (Visual Arts)
Guy, Justin
Harrison, Luke* (Mathematics, Information
Technology)
Harvey, Spencer* (Mathematical Literacy)
Haskins, Stefan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Hatton, Marc* (Mathematics)
Haupt, Hadrien* (Life Orientation)
Haynes, Calvin*
Hendey, Devon
Henning, Gordon*
Hessel, Rijnhard* (Mathematics)
Higgo, Alexander* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Mathematics III, Life Orientation,
Accounting)
Hopf, Tyron* (Mathematical Literacy)
Horn, Corey*
Hosking, Jarryd*
Hudson-Lamb, Edwin* (Mathematics,
Music, Physical Science)
Hughes, Lloyd* (Mathematics, Visual Arts,
Information Technology)
Hunter, Ross*
Jacobs, David* (History)
Janse van Rensburg, Ryan*
Jansen, Alexander* (Mathematical Literacy)
Jardim, Juan*
Jeenah, Waseem* (English, Mathematics,
Life Orientation, History, Information
Technology)
Johnson, Henry
Jooste, Paul* (Life Sciences)

Kabini, Phemelo* (Mathematical Literacy)
Kahts, Morné* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Music, Information Technology)
Kampman, Julian* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Life Orientation, German)
Kapikul, Goran* (English, Mathematics)
Kearns-Eastwick, Chase* (Mathematical
Literacy)
Keys, Ernst*
King, Donald*
Koma, Diamogetswe*
Korb, Nicholas*
Kotsedi, Dikgang* (Mathematics)
Kotze, Rick* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Geography)
Kraak, Warren*
Kruger, Leo* (Afrikaans)
Kruse, Niki* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Mathematics III, Accounting, Information
Technology)
Kuisis, Sylvester* (English, Mathematics,
Information Technology)
Kyriacou, Leonardo* (Mathematics)
Kyriakou, Dimitri* (Mathematical Literacy)
Laing, Allen* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Visual Arts, History,
Physical Sciences)
Lanceeld, Ryan* (Mathematics, Life
Orientation, Geography, Physical Sciences)
le Roux, Brandon*
le Roux, Jason* (Mathematical Literacy)
Lebelo, Tumiso* (Mathematical Literacy)
Leonard, John*
Leyds, Immanuel*
Liao, Pei-Huan*
Liao, Pei-Lin*
Liao, Yi-Fan
Lombard, Daniel*
Louw, Adam* (Afrikaans, Mathematical
Literacy)
Lynch, Murray* (English, Mathematics,
Mathematics III, Life Orientation,
Information Technology, Physical Sciences)
Mabeta, Lulama*
Mabotja, Kgosi* (Mathematics, Life
Orientation)
Makina, Simbarashe*
Makofane, Tshepang* (Visual Arts)
Makwinja, Paul* (English, Mathematics)
Malan, Joubert* (Afrikaans, English,
Geography)
Mampuru, Trevor
Maphatane, Thato*
Marais, Donnovan* (Afrikaans,
Mathematics)
Marques, Alexandre* (Mathematical
Literacy)
Martin, Jason* (Mathematical Literacy,
Spanish)
Masipa, Tiiso* (Geography)
Matang, Karabo* (English)
Mbethe, Anele*
Mbonyana, Treasure* (Mathematical
Literacy)
McGuire, Christopher* (History)
McKillop, Xander* (Mathematics)
Meiring, Rorie*
Mendes, Sergio* (Mathematical Literacy)
Mentis, Kyriakos* (English)
Meyer, Blane* (Mathematics)
The Pretorian
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* Denotes University Exemption
(Subjects in parenthesis indicate a
distinction)
Akoojee, Shuaib* (Life Orientation, History)
Alkayyali, Yousef* (English, Mathematics,
Life Orientation, Information Technology,
Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Annandale, Martin*
Aphane, Solofelang*
Azzie, Ryan (Mathematical Literacy)
Baird, Vuyo* (Mathematical Literacy)
Balducci, Marco*
Baloyi, Nkateko
Barnard, Kevin*
Baron, Christopher*
Barreiro, Claudio* (Life Orientation, Visual
Arts, Geography)
Bates, Gregory*
Bekker, Leon* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Visual Arts, Physical Sciences)
Bester, Craig*
Bezuidenhoudt, Xavier* (Mathematics,
French)
Bhana, Milan*
Bhana, Shaylin* (Mathematics, Information
Technology)
Bitzer, Conrad* (Mathematical Literacy)
Bosch, Rodney*
Boshoff, Gert* (Mathematical Literacy)
Bosman, Chad*
Bosman, Donovan*
Botha, Hank* (Mathematics)
Boustead, Keagan* (Mathematics, Additional
Mathematics, Mathematics III, Life
Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences,
Physical Sciences)
Boustead, Lloyd* (Mathematics, Physical
Sciences)
Bowker, Taylor
Brand, Donovan*
Bredenkamp, Brandon* (Afrikaans)
Broom, Timothy* (Mathematical Literacy)
Brumer, Luke*
Bulling, Anthony* (Mathematics, History)
Bulling, Bryan*
Burger, Divan* (Mathematics, Mathematics III,
Information Technology, Physical Sciences)
Buys, Gosiame*
Callanan, Dean* (Mathematics, Life
Orientation, Geography)
Cao Xuan, Quy* (Mathematics, Additional
Mathematics, Life Orientation, French,
Physical Sciences)
Carpenter-Kling, Ian* (Music)
Chabalala, Rixaka* (Accounting)
Cilliers, Charl* (English, Mathematics,
Accounting, Life Sciences)
Clowes, Mathew*
Coccia, Emilio* (English)
Coetzee, Dalton*
Coetzee, Niel* (Mathematics)
Coetzee, Tristan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Da Costa, Reece*
Dafel, Darren* (Life Orientation)
Davison, Wayne* (Mathematics, Geography,
Life Sciences)
De Kiewit, Joshua* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Information Technology, Life
Sciences, Physical Sciences)
de Klerk, Brandt*
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Middleton, Kyle-Mark* (Mathematics)
Mills, Nii*
Minnaar, Christopher* (Visual Arts)
Mmekoa, Rorisang*
Mmekwa, Keoagile*
Mmushi, Thapelo*
Mnisi, Koketso*
Mogomotsi, Obakeng*
Mole, Michael*
Molokoane, Omphile*
Motlhatlhego, Boipelo* (Afrikaans, Life
Orientation)
Motswi, Vuyisile* (English)
Mpipi, Oageng* (History)
Muhl, Conrad* (Mathematics)
Mulder, Ian* (English)
Muller, Navarre*
Muller, Ryan* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics)
Naidoo, Shershan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Ndou, Patrick* (Mathematics)
Nel, Nicolas*
Nel, Vickus* (English)
Newby, Luke* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Music, Information Technology)
Nieuwoudt, Andries* (Mathematics, Music)
Nkosana, Themba
Nkwashu, Gaisang* (History)
Noffke, Wilhelm* (Mathematical Literacy,
German)
Norton, Ryan* (English, Mathematical
Literacy)
Nxiweni, Yongama*
Oehley, Nicholas*
Oosthuizen, Marc* (Geography)
Oxley Oxland, Keegan*
Pallikarides, Daniel*
Parrock, Philip* (English, History)
Patterson, Dylan* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, German, Geography,
Physical Sciences)
Paull, Christopher* (Mathematical Literacy)
Peters, Rayan* (English, Mathematics,
Accounting, Information Technology)
Petros, Simphiwe* (Mathematics)
Petrou, Costa* (English, Mathematics,
History)
Phalane, Dennis*
Picton-Turbervill, Richard* (Mathematical
Literacy)
Pillai, Anil*
Pillay, Shaimal*
Poultney, Daniel* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, French)
Powell, Jarrod*
Pretorius, Andries* (Mathematics)
Pretorius, Dean (Mathematical Literacy)
Prinsen, Sean*
Procopos, Arthur*
Pucciatti, Lorenzo
Ramakgoakgoa, Tebogo* (Mathematical
Literacy)
Randall, Peter* (Mathematics, Information
Technology)
Rannona, Omphemetse*
Rasebotsa, Tshepo*
Raseroka, Lesedi*
Rath, Max* (English, Mathematics, History,
Information Technology)
Raubenheimer, Daniel* (Life Orientation,
The Pretorian

German)
Redgate, Dean* (History)
Ribeiro, Daniel* (English, Mathematics)
Rich, William* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Music, Accounting)
Robertson, Scott* (History)
Roebert, Brent* (Information Technology)
Roodt, Alexis* (Mathematics)
Sales, Kyron* (Mathematics, Music,
Accounting)
Sauer, Marc* (Mathematics, Geography)
Schmidt, Reinhardt*
Schoeman, Jan-Hendrik* (English,
Mathematics, Mathematics III, Visual
Arts, Information Technology, Physical
Sciences)
Scholtz, Anton* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, French, History)
Scott, Yorke*
Seane Onkgopotse*
Sedibe, Tebatso*
Segabutle, Gomolemo* (Mathematics)
Sekwele, Tiego* (Mathematics)
Semono, Jacky
Sewanywa Andrew* (Mathematical
Literacy)
Sharman, Mitchell* (Mathematical Literacy)
Sharman, Scott*
Shinga, Nqobile*
Sithole, Jabulani*
Skhosana, Sonqoba* (English)
Skosana, Tumelo*
Slabbert, Christopher*
Smith, Jonathan* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics. Geography, Information
Technology)
Smuts, Stefan* (Mathematics, German, Life
Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Snyders, Henri* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Music, Accounting, Physical Sciences)
Solyom, Justin*
Stanley, Colin*
Stephan, Shaun* (Mathematical Literacy)
Stocken, Luke*
Stone, Warwick* (Geography)
Sutherland, Dean*
Swanepoel, Hein*
Symeou, Nicholas* (Mathematics,
Information Technology)
Taderera, Marimo* (Mathematics, History,
Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Taljaard, Nicolaas* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Geography, History)
Tembo, Tiwonge* (Mathematical Literacy)
Theodosiou, Alexander*
Thomaz, Miguel*
Trollip, Darryl* (Mathematical Literacy)
Tromp, Jaryd* (Mathematical Literacy)
Trotter, Warrick*
Tsai, Kai-Jen*
Tucker, Greg* (Mathematics, Geography)
Tulloch, Jared* (Mathematics, Accounting,
Physical Sciences)
Tumbo, Allan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Twiname, Stanley*
van Bergen, Jared* (Geography)
van Biljon, Neil* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, French, Life Sciences)
van Buuren, Graeme*
van Byleveldt, Jordan* (Mathematics)

van den Berg, Rudi* (Afrikaans)
van der Bilt, Jason*
van der Merwe, Daryl*
van der Merwe, Phillip* (History, Life
Sciences)
van der Walt, Shaun* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Information Technology, Life
Sciences)
van der Westhuizen, Christian*
(Afrikaans, Mathematics, Mathematics
III, Accounting, Information Technology,
Physical Sciences)
van der Zwan, Jonathan*
van Duiker, Brent*
van Dyk, Leon* (History, Information
Technology)
van Niekerk, Lucas* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, French, Life Sciences)
van Rensburg, Heinrich* (Afrikaans,
German)
van Rooyen, Cornelius* (Afrikaans)
van Rooyen, Kyle
van Rooyen, Pierre* (Afrikaans, Life
Sciences)
van Rooyen, Werner* (Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Music, German)
van Straten, Mauritz*
van Wijk, Christiaan* (Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Life Orientation)
van Wyk, Barry-Jay* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Visual Arts, Life Sciences)
van Wyk, David* (Information Technology)
van Wyk, Nicholas*
van Wyk, Reinhardt* (Afrikaans,
Mathematics)
van Zweel, Paul*
Vanhout, Dylan*
Vermaak, John* (Afrikaans)
Vermooten, Johannes* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Mathematics III, Music,
Accounting, Physical Sciences)
Waldeck, Alastair*
Wang, Sunrise* (Mathematics, Music,
Information Technology)
Webber, Jason* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Mathematics III, Life
Orientation, Accounting, German,
Physical Sciences)
Wesigye-Muremere, Mpumwire* (History)
Wessels, Mattheus* (Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Music)
Wicksteed, Justin* (Mathematical Literacy)
Williams, Jason* (English)
Wright, Matthew*
Xu, Zhiyun* (Mathematics)
Yates, Charles* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Music, Information
Technology)
Yenana, Akhona*
Young, Cuan
Yu, Xiao-yu* (Mathematics, Additional
Mathematics, Mathematics III)
Zawada, Jacek* (History)
Zhao, Ji* (Mathematics)
Zöller, Karl* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Mathematics III, Life
Orientation, Accounting, Information
Technology, Physical Sciences)

Front Row L–R: C Ehlers, J Tulloch, D Marais, C van Wijk, N.O. Mills, J Webber (Head Prefect), M Lynch (Deputy Head Prefect), J Jardim,
C Cilliers, D van der Merwe, A Pretorius.
Middle Row L–R: M Annandale, M Hatton, O Mpipi, G Segabutle, B Mothlathlego, N van Biljon, N Ewart-Phipps, J William, K Mabotja.
Back Row L–R: T Lebelo, J Vermooten, M Sharman, C Drepaniotis, V van der Westhuizen, S Twiname, R Lanceeld, J Malan, P Makwinja.

MATRIC RESULTS

School Prefects

Academic Colours

Front Row L–R: Front Row L-R: D Burger, N Symeou, M Lynch, Q Cao, J de Kiewit, J Webber, C Celliers.
Middle Row L–R: W Viljoen, K Zoller, D Pitman, S Smuts, H Vermooten, K Boustead, X Swart, G Huntley-Walker
Back Row L–R: D Poultney, J Kenyon, C van der Westhuizen, S van der Walt, M Kahts. Absent: M Janse van Rensburg.
The Pretorian
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AWARDS AND PRIZES

Form V
Award Winners
Brian Basson Memorial Trophy
Allen Laing
Alexis Preller Award
Leon Bekker
Jan-Hendrik Schoeman
Best Speaker's Award
Waseem Jeenah
Justine Armstrong Award
Morné Kahts
Trebot Barry Award
Hansie Vermooten
Muremere Wesigye
The Terence Ashton Memorial Prize Barry-Jay van Wyk
Jonathan D Jansen Award
Morné Kahts
Margaret Theiler Award
Boipelo Motlhatlhego
Gertrud Theiler Award
Luke Newby
Dries Nieuwoudt
Dean Callanan
Ulrich Rissik Prize
Omphile Molokoane

Mauritz van Straten
Claudio Barreiro
Scott Sharman
Malcolm Armstrong Renaissance Man Award
Jason Webber
Henri Snyders
Headmaster's Award
Charl Cilliers
James Ferguson
Donnovan Marais
Nii Mills
Jarred Tulloch
Daryl van der Merwe
Murray Lynch
Old Boys' Prize
Jason Webber
Elwyn Davies Award

Form V Prize Giving: Valediction
Accounting (Shared)
Karl Zöller
Additional Mathematics (Shared) Joshua de Kiewit
Afrikaans Home Language
Hansie Vermooten
Business Studies
Tiego Sekwele
Civil Technology
Goran Kapikul
Geography
Wayne Davison
Information Technology
Murray Lynch
Life Sciences (Shared)
Marimo Taderera
Mathematical Literacy
Christopher Paull
st
Sepedi 1 Additional Language
Tumiso Lebelo
French 2nd Additional Language (Shared)
Xavier Bezuidenhoudt
Thomas Dreyer
German 2nd Additional Language (Shared)
Stefan Smuts
Jason Webber
History (Shared)
Nico Taljaard
Anton Scholtz
Music (Shared)
Morné Kahts
Luke Newby

Visual Arts (Shared)

Werner Güldenpfennig
Claudio Barreiro

English Home Language
Visual Arts (Shared)
Allen Laing
Life Sciences (Shared)
Physical Sciences (Shared)
Keagan Boustead
Additional Mathematics (Shared)
French 1st Additional Language
Mathematics (Shared)
Physical Sciences (Shared)
Dux Scholar for 2008 (Shared)
Quy Cao Xuan
Accounting (Shared)
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language
Mathematics (Shared)
Physical Sciences (Shared)
Dux Scholar for 2008 (Shared)
Christian van der Westhuizen
Note: Within 1% the subject prize is shared
Value per subject: R300,00 (Voucher)
Dux scholar: R500,00 (Voucher

Academic awards based on Form V Trial Matriculation
Half colours (Average: 75%)

Full colours (Average: 80%)

Re-award
Leon Bekker
Thomas Dreyer
Waseem Jeenah
Ryan Lanceeld
William Rich
Stefan Smuts
Marimo Taderera
Jared Tulloch
Barry-Jay van Wyk

Re-award
Keagan Boustead
Morné Kahts
Allen Laing
Daniel Poultney
Jan-Hendrik Schoeman

New award
Lloyd Hughes
Dylan Patterson
Jonathan Smith
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Charl Cilliers
Marc Hatton
Niki Kruse
Peter Randall
Anton Scholtz
Nicholas Symeou
Nico Taljaard
Lucas van Niekerk
William Yates

New award
Yousef Alkayyali
Luke Newby
Shaun van der Walt
Divan Burger
(Mathematics and
Information Technology
Olympiads)

Henri Snyders

Honours (Average: 85%)
Quy, Cao Xuan
Joshua de Kiewit
Murray Lynch
Hansie Vermooten
Jason Webber
Karl Zöller
Christian van der Westhuizen

Subject Prices: Form I
Subject prizes based on Form I Promotion Results
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language
Jared Beukes
English Home Language
Greg Laycock
Sepedi 1st Additional Language
Kagiso Makhafola
Sepedi 2nd Additional Language
Moshe Letoaba
French 1st Additional Language
Zein Darwish
French 2nd Additional Language Anthony Ioannou
Additional Mathematics
Avikar Maharaj

Arts and Culture
Josh Nkuna
Economic and Management Sciences and
Geography
Brendan Bronkhorst
Afrikaans Home Language , Technology, and
Natural Sciences
Stephan Dreyer
German 2nd Additional Language, Mathematics,
History, Music and Form I Dux Scholar 2008
Jamie Gous

Subject Prices: Form II
Subject prizes based on Form II Promotion Results
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language
Reinhardt Swart
English Home Language (Shared
Kris Jooste
Sepedi 2nd Additional Language Macgyver Mokwatedi
French 1st Additional Language
Yakubu Abass
Economic and Management Sciences (shared)
Pertus Malan
Arts and Culture (shared)
Alistair Davis
Technology (shared)
Marco Tubb
Sepedi 1st Additional Language (shared)
Refentse Chuene and Keamo Konopi
Afrikaans Home Language
German 2nd Additional Language Arnaud Kuyper

Mathematics (shared) and Natural Sciences
Prenil Sewmohan
English Home Language (shared) , Economic and
Management Sciences (shared), History Delbert Botes
French 2nd Additional Language (shared),
Mathematics (shared), Additional Mathematics and
Music
Kutlwano Mafulako
French 2nd Additional Language (shared),
Mathematics (shared), Arts and Culture (shared),
Technology (shared)
Robbie Beckwith
Geography, Mathematics (shared), and Form II Dux
Scholar 2008
Martin Davis

Subject Prices: Form III
Subject prizes based on Form III Promotion Results
Mathematical Literacy
Bevan Seegers
Life Sciences
Sandro Mendes
Business Studies
Marco Swanepoel
Information Technology
Anthony Smith
nd
German 2 Additional Language
Frederic Raw
Sepedi 1st Additional Language
Tumisang Sithole
Accounting (shared)
Sakhe Mkosi and Jason Roberts
Mathematics (shared) and History
Samuel Shin
Visual Arts and Geography
James Kampman

French 1st Additional Language and Music (shared)
Harris Fong
French 2nd Additional Language, Mathematics (shared),
and Additional Mathematics
Yuan-Chih Yen
Afrikaans Home Language, English Home Language
and Music (shared)
Keith Kichenbrand
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language, Mathematics
(shared), Physical Sciences, Accounting (shared), Civil
Technology and Form III Dux Scholar 2008
Alexander Johannes

ACADEMIC AWARDS

Form I to IV

Subject Prices: Form IV
Subject prizes based on Form IV Promotion Results
French 1st Additional Language
Hasan Darwish
French 2nd Additional Language
Stallone Siakam
Mathematics
Omolemo Motalane
Mathematical Literacy
Migael Loubser
Visual Arts
Louwrens Venter
Geography
Thinus Pretorius
Civil Technology
Brandon Smith
Sepedi 1st Additional Language (shared)
Paul Mavundla and Khutso Nake

Accounting and Information Technology Xan Swart
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language and Life Sciences
Misha Janse van Rensburg
Afrikaans Home Language, German 2nd Additional
Language and Music
Willie Viljoen
Additional Mathematics, Business Studies and Form IV
Dux Scholar 2008 (shared)
Byron Bowles
English Home Language, Physical Sciences, History
and Form IV Dux Scholar 2008 (shared)
Jonathan Kenyon
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I

n January we extended a warm welcome to
the following new members of staff: Mrs
Mandy MacDonald (Maths), Mr Chan Dowra
(Maths), Mr Michael Barrett (Choir Master/Music),
Mr Lionel Randall (Life Orientation) and Mr Gavin
Jelley (Old Boy – Physical Education). We were
also happy to welcome Mrs Caren Venn (Mothers'
Committee/Tuckshop Convenor) and Mr Paul
Floor (Maretlwane). In addition, Mrs Annette Floor
moved to teach at Maretlwane on a full-time basis
and we were delighted to welcome Mrs Anthea le
Roux back from her accouchement leave.
Sr Dagmar Blackmore joined the Sanatorium, on
a part-time basis, at the end of January, replacing
Sr Sandy Stokes who left after six years of part-time
service. We were sad to see her go and will miss
her bubbly personality and efciency; we wish Sr
Blackmore a happy association with the School.
Mrs Annatie Sparrow left at the end of Term I,
with her family, to join her husband in the United
Arab Emirates. She had spent four-and-a-half years
at Boys High and was a knowledgeable, competent
teacher and a congenial, friendly colleague. Apart
from her Maths teaching, she was a Psychology
graduate who offered sympathetic, professional
counselling to many boys, after school hours. In
thanking her for her contribution, we wish the
Sparrow family well in their new environment.
Mr Mark Evans, the rst of our learnership
students, left us at the end of his three-year teaching
contract. He proved to be a hard-working teacher in
the EMS Department and set a ne example to the
boys in his care during his three years at Rissik House,
taking an interest in all facets of their development.
Extra-murally he made a considerable contribution
to particularly athletics where his enthusiasm and
knowledge spurred many boys on to greater heights.
A loyal, friendly and well-liked colleague with an
infectious enjoyment of life, we wish him well in his
further studies and travels. We were most fortunate
to appoint Ms Christelle Zietsmann in his place
and, happily, she seems to have settled in well.
Mrs Anthea le Roux (Mathematics) also left midyear as she and her husband received the happy
news that they were to have a sibling for Celeste!
This time Mrs le Roux resigned to become a full-time
mother. We leave her with the reminder that she will
always be welcome to return to Boys High as she is
a knowledgeable Maths teacher, always interested in
her pupils, and a friendly colleague who is well-liked.
At the end of July Mrs Sue Berndt left us after
three and a half years of service in the Finance
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Department. A quiet, thorough, competent person,
she implemented a sound system which she ran with
a minimum of fuss. She was a friendly, considerate
colleague and we wish her well in her new position
at WHPS. We were most grateful to Mrs Anne de
Wet, an old friend and colleague, who agreed to
assist us for the remainder of the year.
As part of a re-structuring of the administrative
department, we appointed an accountant, Mrs Jeannine
Short with effect from 1 September. Accomplished and
highly experienced in her eld, she has already proved
to be not only a most likeable colleague but a valuable
acquisition. Mr Neil van Coller was appointed the
new Business Manager and he took up ofce in
October. Mr Shepperson will be retiring at the end of
February, 2009, and they will spend this time working
together. Here, too, we were most fortunate in luring
Mr van Coller to the School and we hope both he and
Mrs Short will be very happy at Boys High.
Mr Chris Holt, the School Counsellor, and
Sr Dagmar Blackmore, from the Sanatorium, both
left at the end of September, the former after nearly
four years, to explore new ventures, and the latter to
return to her previous employment. We thank them
both for their contribution and wish them well for
the future.
Mrs Lilla Coetzee, a most competent Maths
teacher who taught at the School a number of years
ago, very kindly agreed to return on a part-time
basis and we also welcomed Mr James Page, also as
a part-time Maths teacher. We thank them both.
The end of the year saw a number of teachers
leaving for a variety of reasons. Mr Gavin Jelley
(Phys Ed), one of our learnership students, was with
us for a year. He moves to Maritzburg College who
will take over the balance of his learnership contract
from us as they are in need of a Life Sciences teacher.
We wish Mr Jelley, a congenial young man, good
fortune at College. Mrs Gudrun Kruger (Afrikaans)
decided to move to new pastures after a period of
two years. In thanking her for her contribution, we
wish her well in the years to come.
Mrs Corna Olivier (Head of I.T.) moved to the
Cape with her family after three and a bit years at
Boys High. A very knowledgeable and competent
teacher and a tutor who got to know her boys well,
she resuscitated the Photographic Society which
became a vibrant, active extra-mural. She will be
missed by her colleagues and we wish her well with
her move.
We were very sad to say farewell to Mr Nick
Brennan (part-time Science) and his wife, Mrs

to the Pipe Band but above all his example to all of
us as a truly decent, kind and caring human being.
Hundreds of staff and thousands of boys thank
him for his years of dedicated service – he will be a
wonderful priest!
Finally, we are also most grateful to Mrs Estelle
de Villiers who slipped into Mr Illsley's History
post during Terms 2 and 3 with the minimum of
fuss; thank you!
It was with great sadness that we recorded the
death of Roger Herbert, secretary of the Old Boys
Association for thirty three years and one who
held a unique record of having attended forty nine
consecutive Old Boys Dinners.
After his retirement from the Surveyor-General's
ofce, a career which spanned over forty years, we
gave him an ofce at the School from where he could
run the Association affairs and entertain visiting Old
Boys. His knowledge of Old Boys and love for the
School was legendary and he will be sorely missed.
The following appointments come into effect
in January 2009 and we congratulate those who
have been appointed/re-appointed for a period of
four years: Mr Mouton Badenhorst (Abernethy):
Mr Clyde MacDonald (Arcadia); Mr Peter Franken
(Armstrong); Mr Jocelyn Tucker (Hofmeyr);
Mrs Annchen Matthews (Matheson); Mr Mike
Smuts (Rissik); Mr Daniel Harvey (School);
Mr Mark Smith (Solomon); Mr Dion Wright
(Sunnyside) and Dr Johan Lombard (Town).
We are also pleased to report that Ms Caterina
Christodoulou, Mrs Joanna Holliday, Mrs Margie
Prinsen, Mr Michael Barrett and Mr Richard
Köhne were all appointed into permanent State
posts with effect from 1 July 2008.
Miss Karen Bezuidenhout was appointed Head
of Art and we congratulate her warmly on her
promotion. We also congratulate Messrs Michael
Barrett and Kai McEvoy who successfully completed
their Masters in Music and Fine Arts respectively.
Warm congratulations are extended to Miss Elma
Schoeman and Mr Jocelyn Tucker who married
Francois Dreyer and Ilse Swanepoel, respectively,
during the year.
And last but certainly not least, Mr Isaac
Mahlangu and Patricia were blessed by the birth
of a daughter; Noko Mokoatedi and his partner
also welcomed their daughter, Wendy, Piero and
Christine Botha were the third couple to welcome a
baby girl, Emma; and Mervin and Velosh Moodley
were the only parents to welcome a son, Sashin. We
wish all the families much joy.
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Cassandra Brennan (Visual Art). Mr Brennan was a
Housemaster at Rissik House for six years and taught
Science on a part-time basis while completing his
doctorate in chemistry. We inherited Mrs Brennan
when they married, for which we were most
grateful, and she became an integral member of the
Art Department for nearly two years. A charming
couple, their enthusiasm and enjoyment of life is
infectious and we thank them for their contribution
to Boys High. Mr Brennan is to take up a position
with Sasol but we do hope that the lure of Boys High
will see them return in the not too distant future.
Mr Adrian Simmons (Accounting) returns to KwaZulu Natal after seven years, with his wife, where
he takes up a position at Hilton College. A senior
Accounting teacher and a keen sports enthusiast, Mr
Simmons gave loyal service in a number of areas. He
was Senior Housemaster of a day house and served
in that capacity in School House for the past two
years. On the sports eld he made a considerable
contribution, particularly as coach of the 1st Rugby
XV where his knowledge of the game and dedication
to the team earned him some very good results. A
friendly, likeable colleague, he will be missed and
we thank him for his contribution to Boys High.
Mrs Rosalie Wortmann (Mathematics) taught
intermittently at Boys High over many years and
her last stint was in a full-time post for nine years. A
highly professional teacher with a sound knowledge
of her subject matter, she is more importantly
someone who cared about her students. She was
also instrumental in the establishment of a Table
Tennis section. A friendly, compassionate colleague,
we wish her health and happiness.
Miss Elizabeth Rogers (English) leaves us on
early retirement after twenty three years of dedicated
English teaching at Boys High. She instilled a love of
English into hundreds of Boys High boys and was
widely admired and appreciated by them. A Staff
Common Room 'character', she will also be missed
by her many friends on the staff. In thanking her for
her services to the School, we wish her health and
happiness in her retirement.
The last long service staff member to leave us was
Mr Alan O'Brien, the Head of Geography. He joined
the staff in January 1985 and leaves after twenty four
years of exceptional service to enter the Anglican
priesthood. His involvement in the life of the School
has too many facets to mention here but highlights
would be his years as a master in Solomon House,
his housemastership of Town House, his heading
up the Geography Department, his utter dedication
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2008 Staff
Executive
Schroder, W E
Illsley, J W
Hassenkamp, G J
McBride, C A
Smith, M J
Shepperson, E J L
van Coller, N D

BA, BEd, STD
BA(Hons), HED
HED
BSc(Agric), HED
BSc, HED
Dip Bus Man
BCompt

Headmaster
Second Master
Deputy Headmaster
Deputy Headmaster
Deputy Headmaster
Bursar
Business Manager

BSc(Hons), HED
BSc, HED
HED
BA, HNED
FDE, HED, FDE (Tech),BEd (Hons)
BA(Hons), HED
BA, HED
MSc, Teaching Diploma (Warsaw)
BA(Hons), HED
BSc(Hons), HDE
BComm, PGCE
BA, HDE
BA, HDE, DipTh (UNISA)
National Diploma, Engineering
BCom, BA(Hons)
BA(Ed)(Music), DMus
BA, HDE
HED

Science
Biology
Sepedi
German
Woodwork & Technology
Afrikaans
French
Mathematics
History
Bush School, Maretlwane
Business Studies
English
Geography
Computer Studies
Life Orientation
Music
Accounting
Head of Studies
Head of Sport
Head of Culture

Heads of Subjects
AAlbers, Mrs D
Black, Mrs S
Bopape, Miss R B M
Ellinghaus, Mrs E I
Ewart-Phipps, P H
Ferreira, Mrs M P
Gioia, Mrs H
Holliday, Mrs J D
Illsley, J W
Junod, H A
Kelly, J W
Kloppers, Mrs E T
O'Brien, A M
Olivier, Mrs C
Southwood, M R
van der Watt, G D
van Schie, Mrs E
van Wyk, A
Housdon, M C
van Zyl, Ms A

BA(Drama)

Administrative/Technical
Beacham, Mrs G L
Berndt, Mrs S
Blackmore, Sr D
Bloemink, Mrs G
Chauke, Mrs A
Christian, Sr J
Feather, Mrs J
Gray, Mrs M
Hofmeyr, Mrs M M A
Katzin, Mrs S J
Kingsley, Mrs J
Mahlangu, Ms M

Reception
Finance Department
Nursing Sister (part time)
Headmaster's Secretary
Laboratory Assistant
Nursing Sister
Clothing Shop
Senior Matron
Finance Department
Administrative
Academic Secretary
Media Centre Assistant

Professional Coaches
Stoffberg, G
van Zyl, M V
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BA, HED

Mashifane, S
Printer
Nkadimeng, B
Computer Technician
Patterson, Mrs D J
Clothing Shop
Richardson, Mrs L
Maretlwane Administration
Short, Mrs J
Finance Department
Uys, Mrs Y H
Administrative
van der Horst, E
IT Department
Venn, Mrs C
Mothers' Committee/Tuckshop
Convenor
Vermeulen, P N
Estate Manager
Wallace, Mrs J D
Catering Manageress

Anthony, Mrs L J
BA(Hons), HED
Armstrong, M R
BA, HED
Badenhorst, C M
BA(Ed)
Baptiste, Mrs H
B(Pharm), HED
Barrett, M J
MMus
Bezuidenhout, Miss K J BA(Fine Arts)(Hons), HED
Blackmore, R A
BSocSc(Hons)
Botha, P
BA, BSc(Hons)
Brennan, C
BA(FA)(Hons)
Brennan, N
MSc
Christodoulou, Miss C
BLC, LLB, PGCE
Coetzee, Mrs H E
BA(Hons), HED
Coetzee, Mrs L J
BSc(Hons), HDE
de Kock, A
BA(Ed)
de Kock, Mrs M
BA, HED
Donaldson, Ms E
MA, PGCE
Donaldson, Mrs H S
BA, NATD
Dorlas, H C
BA(Hons), HED
Dowra, C S
BPaed
Dreyer, Mrs W M
BSecEd(Sci)
du Plessis, Mrs G
BA, BEd
Evans, M
Fairall, Ms T
BEd(FET)
Fielding, C W
Floor, Mrs T A
BA, UOD, HED
Fowler, C W
BA, HDE
Franken, P E
BA, HED
Georgiades, Mrs L E
BA, HED
Hornsveld, Miss M
BMus, HED
Jelley, G H
BEd(FET)
Jordaan, A P J
MA, UTLM, UPLM
Keeton, L
BA, HED
Köhne, R L
BEd (FET)
Kruger, Mrs G I
BA, HDE
le Roux, Mrs A L
BSc(Agric), HED
Lombard, Dr J H
MBChB

Loupos, N
BSc(Hons), PGCE
MacDonald, C S
BProc
MacDonald, M L
BA, HDE
Manseld, K
BA(Hons), HED
Matthews, Mrs A M
BA, HED
McEvoy, Mrs H
NDT (Microbiology)
McEvoy, K
NDip(Fine Art), MTech(Fine Arts)
Millar, Mrs T
BA(Ed) DSE
Moodley, D
HED
Muller, Mrs E E
BSc, BEd, HDE
Murray, D
BSportSci
Naude, Mrs U
BA(Ed)
Page, J
Petje, K K
BEd FET (Natural Sciences)
Prinsen, Mrs M L
BA, HED
Randall, L
BSportSci
Reyburn, Mrs Y D
BMus, UTLM, TTLD
Robinson, Mrs A
BA, HED
Rogers, Miss E L
BA, NHED
Ronga, Mrs T M
BA, BSocSc(Hons), HED
Simmons, A H
HED
Singh, Mrs S
BEd, BPaed.
Smuts, M J
BSc, HED
Sparrow, Mrs A M J
BA(Ed), MEd
Stenos, Mrs K
BA(Ed), BEd
Steyn, J A
BA(Hons), BD, THOD
Stuart, Mrs H D E G M
BA(Hons) UED
Theron, A C Mrs
BA, THED
Tucker, J
BCom(Hons)
van Reenen, L J
HED
van Straten, J E Mrs
BSc, HDE
Vermeulen, O C
MMus, Performer's Licentiate
Vlag, Mrs P A
BA, HED
Ward, Mrs S M
BA, HDE, FDE
Wortmann, Mrs R I
BA, HED
Wright, D M
HDE
Wroth, Ms G
MA, HED
Zietsman, Ms C
BAcc, PGCE
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Academic Staff

Governing body
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Parent Members

Mr Terry Sharman
Mr Gavin Beckwick
Mr Madoda Petros
Mr Pierre Delaney
Prof Karel Bakker
Dr Xolani Mkhwanazi
Mr Vince Raseroka
Mr Schalk van der Merwe
Mr Frank Zimmer

Mr George Ellinas
Mr Siphiwo Lucas
Mr Pieta van Wyk
Educator Members
Mr John Illsley
Mrs Ännchen Matthews
Mrs Heidi Stuart
Non-Educator Member
Mr Peter Mabunda
Pupil Members
Jason Webber, Murray Lynch,
Ross Hunter
Co-opted
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Support Staff

Front Row L–R: M Gray, N van Coller, L Shepperson, G Bloemink, B Schroder (Headmaster), A Chokwe, M Housdon, A Shalang, J Short.
Middle Row L–R: S Napo, A Kekana, R Kanyane, M Munyai, M Motsepe, M Mahlangu, S Katzin, J Beacham, C Venn, F Makudu.
Back Row L–R: A Mothwa, B Sebati, D Kgoele, B Nkadimeng, J Lefoka, S Mashifana, J Mandlazi, S Nthabalala.

Academic Staff

Front Row L–R: D Wright, M Southwood, A Simmons, C MacDonald, M Smith, G Hassenkamp, B Schroder (Headmaster), J Illsley (2nd
Master), C McBride, M Badenhorst, J Lombard, M Smuts, A Matthews, A van Wyk.
Second Row L–R: A Steyn, A de Kock, T Fairall, M de Kock, M MacDonald, L Georgiades, C Brennan, T Millar, H Donaldson, H Gioia,
A Robinson, E Donaldson, U Naude, T Ronga, D Albers, I Ellinghaus, R Wortmann, E van Schie, C Zietsman.
Third Row L–R: L Randall, J Tucker, L McEvoy, G Wroth, S Singh, M Prinsen, P Vlag, H Stuart, L Ferreira, E Dreyer, H Coetzee, A Floor,
S Ward, B Bopape, H Baptiste, E Smuts.
Fourth Row L–R: R Köhne, D Moodley, N Loupos, C Dowra, K Manseld, K Petje, G du Plessis, L Kloppers, K Stenos, C Fielding, M Barrett,
Y Reyburn, A O’Brien, M Armstrong.
Fifth Row L–R: G Jelley, J Page, R Blackmore, H Dorlas, J Kelley, L Keeton, P Botha, O Vermeulen, P Ewart-Phipps, N van der Watt.
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A

t the end of 2008, Alan took up a position
in the ministry, thereby ending a period of
service to Boys High that covered almost
twenty four years.
Alan was educated in Port Elizabeth and
completed his degree and teacher training at
the University of Port Elizabeth. Two years of
compulsory SADF national service saw him serving
with the Special Service Battalion, including tours of
duty in armoured cars during the border conict.
In January 1985 Alan joined the staff of PBHS,
initially teaching English and History, before
settling in the Geography Department. During his
rst years at the school, Alan was one of the assistant
housemasters of Solomon House and it was during
this time that he acquired the nickname 'Foxy' for
his ability to walk along the oorboards of certain
corridors without walking on the squeaky planks and
arriving in dorms of unsuspecting chattering boys
after lights out! The nickname long outlasted Alan's
time in Solomon and, while not really appropriate
to someone noted more for his kindheartedness,
it became a term of endearment for the scores of
schoolboys whom he taught. Too nice a person to
ever be a harsh disciplinarian, Alan won the affection
of boys with his affable nature, although they also
came to know him as a knowledgeable teacher with
high standards. One only has to see the reaction of
old boys at reunion dinners on seeing 'Foxy' to know
what an impression he made on pupils. How many
teachers can claim to have not one, but several 'fan
sites' created by pupils on Facebook?
In 1990 Alan's time at the school was interrupted
for some months (until April 1991) when he answered
a calling to the church and he left for a seminary in
Harare. In the event this proved to be something of
a false start for what would later become a second
career and Alan returned to Boys High as a teacher
and boarder housemaster, although this time in
School House (1991 – 1995).
After entering the domain of day houses, Alan was,
in turn, acting housemaster of the newly-established
Armstrong House and then senior housemaster of
Town House (2001 – 2003). Subsequently he became
the head of subject for the Geography Department.
Apart from being a very able and patient teacher
and administrator at a time when the bureaucratic
demands made by the Education Department
on teachers greatly expanded, true to form, Alan
served as a Geography 'cluster leader' for a number
of local schools. Innovations within the Boys High
Geography department included the pioneering
of computers in classrooms and the introduction
of annual tours to different parts of the country.
Geography became the envy of other subjects with
three annual tours devised by Alan to take pupils

to the Lowveld, the Drakensberg and the Lesotho
Highlands. Most of these tours were led by him
personally and became excellent examples of taking
education out of the classroom.
Alan's involvement with the extra mural life of
the school embraced everything from tennis (of
which he was the master-in-charge for some years)
and hockey, to various roles in the stage productions
of the school, including front-of-house and props
master. However the activity with which he would
become most closely associated was the school's pipe
band, for which he assumed responsibility in 1993.
The immensely time-consuming activity became
even more so during Alan's tenure. Apart from hours
of rehearsal each week, pipe band gatherings across
the country required much travelling. In addition
the band was in demand for a variety of activities
that included not only school events (who can ever
forget Highland Cathedral with pipes and organ?)
but also TV commercials, weddings and the annual
Phobian's marathon. But the initiative which put
Boys High rmly on the pipe band calendar was the
gathering of bands hosted annually at the school and
rst organised by Alan in 2000. This relaxed, midwinter event held on the Hofmeyr Oval has become
a very pleasant occasion for both participants and
spectators, culminating always in the massed bands
performing in the lengthening shadows of the plane
trees and the pavilion.
No formal outline of Alan's involvement in the
school can do justice to the numerous ways in which
he helped both staff members and boys. If there was
a need, Alan would step in and assist, displaying
a Christianity that was always more about deeds
than words. Many people in the school context and
beyond have been beneciaries of a concern for
others that knows no bounds.
In recent years Alan has been studying theology
through UNISA and playing an increasingly
prominent role in the Christ Church community
of the Anglican Church. It therefore came as no
The Pretorian
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surprise when he announced his move into the full
time ministry. Many of his colleagues were present
at the impressive ordination ceremony in St Albans
Cathedral one sunny Sunday morning, a very joyous
occasion for all, although tinged with sadness at
knowing that Boys High would be losing one of its
most loyal servants and amiable staff members. It
seemed wholly appropriate that someone imbued
with qualities that bordered on saintliness should
become a minister, as the school had beneted in so
many ways from his presence as a genuinely caring
person. In addition, those in his close circle would
miss the mischievous stirring in conversations that
was thought-provoking, but not meant to be taken

too seriously, although it sometimes was!
In an ecumenical school, Alan would have made
an ideal chaplain, but in the event, he takes up
responsibility for a parish in the east of Pretoria as
from the beginning of 2009. Apart from having two
nephews in the school, Alan's continuing interest in
the progress and activities of Boys High means that
as long as he is based locally we will no doubt see
him at school events for years to come.
Thank you, Alan, for all that you have done for
this community. It has been a privilege to have you
as a friend and colleague. We wish you rich blessings
in your new vocation.
JW Illsley

Adrian Simmons

A

fter a somewhat relaxed and unusual interview
with Mr Schroder under the rugby posts on
Goldstones rugby eld at Maritzburg College,
Adrian Simmons was appointed to the staff in 2002 after
having taught at Glenwood High School in Durban
for a number of years. Being a traditionalist at heart
and having come from a big all boys' school Adrian
tted in perfectly from the start, making a positive
impression on both the boys and the staff. Adrian left
six years later as a valued and well respected member
of the school's middle management.
As a very capable accounting teacher and
effective assistant boarder housemaster in School
House, Adrian immediately made his mark on
the school. Whether it be in the classroom or the
boarding house Adrian's rm yet fair approach
always ensured that discipline was well maintained
but his natural manner, casual sense of humour and
relaxed approach with the boys also allowed the
boys to build a healthy respect for him. The efcient
yet uncomplicated manner in which Adrian went
about all of his duties ensured that whatever it
was that he did, was done well, and that he would
rapidly progress up the hierarchy. In 2004 Adrian
was appointed as Housemaster of Town House.
Demanding high standards and winning loyalty
from both the boys and staff, Adrian ran Town
House as a most successful day boy House for
two years after which he was appointed as Senior
Housemaster of School House.
In the short time spent in School House Adrian
continued his duties in his effective manner,
undeniably leaving a positive mark on this boarding
establishment. Having been a boarder himself from
a young age and almost his whole school-going life,
it was not hard for Adrian to t into the routine of
boarding school once again and ensure that structure
and discipline were maintained. While only in the
House for two years, Adrian ensured that it was run
effectively and, in the process, gained the respect of
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boys in his care and their
parents alike.
It
was,
however,
probably on the sports eld
where Adrian really left his
mark. His natural ability to
interact with the boys yet
never become too familiar
and at the same time always
to get the best out of them,
certainly came to the fore
in this department and his results are testimony to
this. On the cricket eld Adrian coached the Third
XI for four years and also assisted with athletics, but
it was on the rugby eld where his presence was felt.
As a passionate and knowledgeable "rugby man",
Adrian quickly worked his way up the ranks and was
appointed assistant First XV coach in 2005 where he
very ably assisted Paul Anthony for three years. With
Paul's departure in 2007 Adrian was appointed as head
coach in 2008 and his only year in charge proved to be
a huge success. His results were outstanding, playing
a new brand of rugby not before seen by Boys High
supporters. Adrian went on to make history by taking
a PBHS side down to Maritzburg College where the
School won for the rst time in its history, as well as
master-minding a win on AHS soil. The manner in
which the boys under his tutelage played and enjoyed
the game, was also testimony to his ability.
Adrian and his ever supportive wife, Diane, leave
Pretoria Boys High School to return to their roots
and join their families in Kwazulu-Natal. Adrian
has accepted a position at Hilton College in the
midlands and we wish him well in a position where
he will no doubt quickly make his mark and add
value. Adrian's easy-going nature and wonderful
sense of humour will be missed by his large circle
of friends on the staff. His dedicated, rm but fair
approach will be missed by the boys.
Greg Hassenkamp

M

iss Rogers hails from the Eastern Cape,
having had her schooling in Grahamstown
and her tertiary education at Rhodes
University. Her teaching career began at Lawson
Brown High School in Port Elizabeth. In 1986 Miss
Rogers moved to Pretoria to be closer to her brother
and his family, and what Lawson Brown lost was
denitely a gift to Pretoria Boys High.
Miss Rogers taught at Boys High from January
1986 to August 2008 when she had to take early
retirement due to ill health. Liz Rogers has a smile
at her own expense when she tells of the start to her
career in a Pretoria school. Coming from the Cape,
where the school term did not end at the same time
as those in the Transvaal (and where school holidays
were longer), her Christmas holiday had only begun
on the 15th December and then she was expected to
begin work again by 07h15 on the 4th January! This
came as quite a rude awakening.
All her teaching was in the English Department,
rst under Mr Peter Digby, then Mrs Ann Ackermann,
Mr Steve Cilliers, Mrs Heidi Stuart and, most lately,
Mrs Liesel Kloppers. Miss Rogers is a master of her
subject, with a knowledge of the English language
second to none. She is sadly missed.
Miss Rogers was a Form V register teacher for
several years, and after Mr Schroder's institution
of the pastoral/tutor system when he arrived at
Boys High, she continued as a Form V tutor, rst
in Arcadia House with Mr Paul Sommerville, then
in Sunnyside House with Mr Gary Collins and Mrs
Shirley Nell. Lately she has worked as a "language
consultant" for the staff of Sunnyside House, and at
the time of her retirement, Town House.
Although ill health has excluded Miss Rogers from
much extramural involvement in later years, this has
not always been so. During her rst years at Boys
High, she supervised tennis four days a week, and,
possibly more fun, was responsible for teaching boys
who could drive "Safety Driving". This inevitably
degenerated in to teaching boys who couldn't drive
how to drive! Much kangarooing around the shpond
in the school's blue and white Citi Golf ensued. Once
boys were allowed out of the gate, the appearance of
any pretty girl caused the car to stall.
Miss Roger's greatest involvement in school
extramural activity was in the eld of dramatics.
She helped backstage for several major productions,
working rst with Mrs Teresa Noble, and later with
Mrs Ann Ackermann. Her true dedication though
was to the organization of the Interhouse Play
Festival, rst alone, and then with the help of Ms
Gill Wroth. Staff who helped out, be it with vetting
plays or putting make-up on sweaty faces were
always rewarded. Liz Rogers annually spent any

prot from the Play Festival on installing fans in
said teachers' classrooms.
Miss Rogers says she remembers the boys with joy,
and that they are "delightful". Her line to them is the line
for which all will remember her: "Hello, my dear".
It is often what boys say of a member of staff
that tells most about the teacher. In the November
2008 edition of "Boys Highlights" Cornel van der
Westhuizen, in an article "Miss Rogers – 'Super
Granny'" wrote of Liz Rogers with much fondness
(and I quote him at length).
"Stupid oaf! Keep quiet or I will have to write to your
Housemaster". Miss Rogers has always had a way with
words.
Many years ago an Afrikaans boy accidentally called
her 'granny'. Now this nickname is synonymous with
Miss Rogers.
Sitting in class, writing our rst Form IV essay,
armed with dictionaries, suddenly Miss Rogers bursts
out confronting a boy for daring to speak under exam
conditions. Even though she sometimes had to enforce
discipline with verbal abuse, the boys always enjoyed
English periods with Miss Rogers, or Granny as she is
known, because of her caring nature and willingness to
teach us Wilfred Owen's poetry. Her ability to surgically
dissect a poem and reveal its inner meaning to our
reluctant minds was astounding. While reading To Kill
a Mocking Bird, she managed to keep the entire class
riveted to the novel.
Essays and tests were rewarded with "Sweeties, my
darlings!" (Miss Rogers kept a collection of sweet treats
in her classroom to reward the deserving). We sometimes
argued with her about spelling and grammar, which was
countered with "I studied Latin and English! I know more
about the language than you, boy!" But we respected
Granny and tried to improve our writing.
Miss Rogers is an amazing woman who is always
prepared to help the boys, to try to teach us grammar, and
to listen to our problems.
Ladies and gentlemen, Miss Elizabeth Rogers has
left the building.
Gill Wroth
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Anthea le Roux

A

nthea le Roux joined the staff of Pretoria
Boys High as a Mathematics teacher in
January 2002 having studied BSC Agric
Food Science and Technology at Pretoria University.
Anthea became a very well liked and respected
tutor of Matheson House. She was an enthusiastic
supporter of all sporting and cultural activities of
the House. Hockey played a huge role in Anthea's
career at Boys High. She not only coached the sport,
but was also an expert referee. Whenever Boys
High required staff to accompany boys on sporting
exchanges all over South Africa, Anthea made
herself available.
Another of Anthea's passions was the annual
school production. Although she did not feel that

she was equipped to direct or help with the song and
dance routines of the production, you would always
nd her enthusiastically selling tickets, which is a
crucial part of the front-of-house activities.
In 2007 Anthea took a year off from teaching as she
and her husband, Pieter, were blessed with a lovely
daughter, Celeste. She had no sooner returned to work
in 2008 when she was once again given the wonderful
news that she was having another baby. Their daughter,
Lenae, who was born in October 2008.
Boys High will certainly miss Anthea as she is a
brilliant teacher. Hopefully, when her girls are a little
older she will return to teaching because the teaching
fraternity has certainly lost one of its nest.
Taryn Ronga

Anthea le Roux

Rosalie Wortmann

ho would have thought that farm girl Miss
Rosalie Dedekind from the Rourkesdrift area
in Northern Kwazulu Natal would end up
being an integral part of the Mathematics Department
at Pretoria Boys High, and indeed of the school?
Miss Dedekind began her teaching career at
Vryheid High School, and then moved on to
Hoërskool Port Natal in Durban. She then relocated
to Pretoria in 1985 to marry Mr Friedel Wortmann,
and the new Mrs Wortmann began her teaching
career in earnest at Boys High, under Head of
Department and mentor Mr Paul Sommerville.
Babies inevitably followed, and Mrs Wortmann
took a break from teaching for several years to be
a stay-at-home mom. Carl was born in 1986, and
Nicola in 1988. Carl had his high school education at
Boys High, matriculating in 2004.
Mrs Wortmann's post at school had denitely
been kept for her, and she returned as a part-time
teacher in 1990. Once her own children were nished
school she agreed to once again teach full-time. Her
expertise as a teacher of particularly the senior forms
is remembered with gratitude by many a boy.
She is a woman of very strong Christian faith, and
she lived her Christian values by giving of her time,

love and wisdom to the boys in her classes, always
prepared to go the extra mile for a young person
in need of an understanding ear. The Headmaster
bore witness to this when, in his farewell to her at
Assembly, he spoke of Mrs Wortmann as "a teacher
who taught boys, not Maths".
When asked what memories of Pretoria Boys High
she will take with her she said it is the realization that
the school is a magical place to be, a special treasure.
One sees this more clearly once one leaves, as while
one teaches the boys, one needs eyes in the back of
one's head and energy by the gallon. Sometimes one
is too tired to realize how nice they are. But once
outside, as it were, one recognizes what a treasure
chest each boy is, and what depth of personality
and substance each young man has. Her wish for
the boys is that all may mature into upright and
righteous young people.
While Carl and Nicola remain in South Africa to
continue with their studies and careers, Friedel and
Rosalie have made a brave decision to begin a new
life and follow new career paths in the Arab Emirates.
What Dubai scores will surely be much missed at
Pretoria Boys High. May the road rise to meet you …
Gill Wroth

Rosalie Wortmann

W
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School Tragedy
In the Easter holidays of 2008, the school suffered
the loss of three pupils and an old boy in a single
motor accident. Keegan Black, Michael Harrison
and Shaun Cottrell as well as Dr Rob Harrison all
died in a crash just outside Rustenburg. The boys
were all returning from a climbing event as part
of the School’s Climbing Club when the tragedy
occurred. The condolences of the school are
extended to all of the families and friends who lost
loved ones. The following pages represent a tribute
to the young men whose lives were cut short by
this tragedy.
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