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A note from the editor

Magazine Centenary
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00 This year marks a number of Boys High centenaries 
and among those is the founding of the school 
magazine. Although the school can trace its origins 
back to 1901, it was not until 1909 that an attempt 
was made to produce an annual published record 
of its achievements. Perhaps the move to the 
new school buildings had something to do with 
prompting the creation of The Pretorian. A modest 
start was made with a slim, termly magazine with 
the newly-designed badge of the then Pretoria 
College emblazoned on the cover.

In its fi rst decades the magazine contained almost 
no illustrations and had very uneven coverage 
of school events outside of sport. The activities 
of old boys at (especially during the First World 
War) featured more prominently than those of its 
current pupils! The guidance of more conscientious 
editors (and editorial committees) coupled with 
improvements in technology provided for a better 
publication by the 1940s.

Advertising appeared briefl y in the 1930s (to help 
pay for the school pool) and then vanished again 
unto the 1990s.

As the school has grown in size and complexity, so 
has the annual challenge of producing a publication 
that does justice to PBHS.

After 1990 the magazine increased in size to its 
present A4 format and included a colour section 
which allowed art and some photographs. This 2009 
edition is historic in being the fi rst ever in full colour 
and also has the greatest page extent. We thank 
our advertisers for making all this possible. This 
Pretorian is also special because its content covers the 
Schroder era and three other Boys High centenaries 
that fall in 2009.

We hope that you will see this most ambitious of 
Pretorians as a fi tting tribute to the magazine itself, 
a title now 100 years old but embodying a spirit as 
youthful as the smallest junior boy!
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Mr and Mrs Schroder, Parents, Teachers and 
Boys.

Well it has taken me a very long time to discover 
one of the South Africa’s very best kept secrets – 
Pretoria Boys High School! I am astonished at 
what I have experienced in the short time I have 
been on your campus. I know that South Africa 
has some of the fi nest schools in the world but I 
was unaware that Pretoria Boys High is right 
at the top of that list. For it takes no more than a 
few minutes drinking in the beauty of your school 
and observing the discipline, the decorum and the 
passion of the boys, the parents and the teachers to 
know that this is a very, very special school. If there 
are better schools in the world, then it matters not. 
For here on this campus, there is all that is required 
to produce young adults that can be the match of 
any in the world. 

The challenge for any speaker at an event like this 
is to decide whether he or she can say something 
that has not already been said rather better by many 
other speakers. The risk too is that the young men 
in the graduating class often have absolutely no 
idea who is this old oke standing before them and 
pontifi cating about some obscure topic to which 
they cannot connect. But the headmaster assured me 
when I accepted his invitation that this is a particular 
school with special boys who understand that they 
are privileged to be here. And so they are always 
receptive to the speaker’s message. 

A former Head Boy, Nic Ferreira, gave the 
speech to the graduating class of 2008. His topic 
was hope. He spoke about the great hope he has 
for our country. Tonight I wish to speak about 
accountability, and goals and purpose. For whilst 
hope is a crucial attitude that will help launch you 
on the great journey on which you are about to 
embark and will sustain you in moments of distress, 
without a goal and a purpose and in the absence of 
a sense of accountability, your hopeful journey will 
fall short of expectation. 

But before I begin I would like to state my 
belief that, in my view, there are a certain 
essential requirements for anyone who accepts the 
responsibility of speaking to young South Africans 
on such pivotal occasions. The fi rst is a deep love and 
commitment to this country. For the talk is directed 
at those who carry a signifi cant responsibility about 
which they perhaps know little at this time in their 
lives. For what each member of this graduating class 
does in the future will have a bearing on the fi nal 
fate of this astonishing nation. The reality is that 
individuals make not a difference; they make the 
difference. 

There is a saying: From those to whom much is 
given, much is expected. In global terms everyone 
in this room is hugely privileged. And we must each 
carry the responsibility for that privilege and pay 
back to our society in proportion to the extent of that 
privilege. If we are to live a fulfi lled life we must be 
accountable for what we have received. Gentlemen, 
I have lived long enough to know that the bible is 
correct when it says that our shared responsibility 
is to look after our fellow citizens. And individuals 
fail as surely as do nations when they ignore that 
responsibility. The current failure of the United 
States in my view is because the citizens who 
govern that great nation have forgotten that truth. 
Instead they have made a god of individual wealth 
generation at the cost of caring for all their peoples. 
We are privileged to live in a country where this 
responsibility is understood.

So I have a deep love for this country. I strongly 
believe that South Africa is blessed with a standard of 
people and a will to succeed that will see the country 
go the distance if not in my lifetime, then certainly in 
yours. Indeed I want to stay around for a good few 
years yet so that I can see where this country will be 
in twenty years. I want to savour the success that 
this nation achieves when you are running it. The 
generations before you have done the hard yards – 
it is your job to advance the process over the next 
critical steps. 

Our nation has already made its really bad 
mistakes. Any mistakes that are made in the future 
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cannot be as bad as those that were done in the past. 
Yet despite those grave errors, here we all are doing 
pretty well together. To appreciate your country, 
you must know its past. That this very patch of earth 
on which you are fortunate to live and attend school 
was, with East Africa, one of the birth places of the 
modern human species 2-3 million years ago. Those 
who live in Europe and North America cannot claim 
that heritage. There is indeed the possibility that 
all modern humans are related to a small remnant 
band of a few thousand Homo sapiens who survived 
in Southern Africa, perhaps even in the Western 
Cape, as recently as 200 000 years ago when all the 
other members of our tribe in the rest of the world 
succumbed to some untold disaster.

Besides the great beauty of our country, South 
Africa retains a diversity of animals and plant life that 
is breathtaking. Lions do not stalk Europe or North 
America as they do the multitude of magnifi cent 
game parks in this country. People who set out to 
dominate the landscape shot them out centuries ago. 
Our people did not do that. And that is signifi cant 
because it shows a fundamental difference in 
philosophy – South Africa has retained its biological 
diversity because the desire for conservation 
exceeded the desire to conquer and subjugate the 
land – as occurred, for example, in North America. 
And we carry the genes of those who made those 
crucial decisions. 

As I drove around the school I was overwhelmed 
by the proximity of the school to the heartbeat of the 
critical moments in the history of this country. As 
you walk on this campus which was established as 
a consequence of the Anglo-Boer War, do you feel 
the heart ache and experience the foreboding of 
President Paul Kruger of the South African Republic 
as he pleaded with the belligerent British Ministers 
and generals who wished only to invade South 
Africa to lay claim to the gold that they knew lay 
deep below our feet on the nearby Witwatersrand? 
For if there had been no gold there would have been 
no Anglo-Boer War and so no Pretoria Boys High 
School on this sacred land.

And do you know how that gold magically 
accumulated over a hundred million years in a small 
vein or reef a few inches thick. For if it had not been 
congealed into a narrow reef, it could not have been 
mined. And how the crust of the earth in which that 
gold was deposited just here has, unlike most of the 
earth’s crust, remained stable for 3-4 billion years. 

For without those mystical happening there would 
not have been the wealth to build the magnifi cent 
structures that you have inhabited for all your years 
at this school. For this nation is built on diamonds 
and gold and then on all the other industries that 

followed. The processes that produced those defi nitive 
geological gifts are magical, indeed miraculous. 

And then there is the rich diversity of the people of 
this country and the different passions they exhibit. I 
have the privilege of meeting unusual people almost 
daily. Last week I met a young Greek doctor who 
had come to Cape Town for advice about his career. 
It turns out that he is only the second human ever to 
have swum the English Channel and to have climbed 
Mount Everest. He is probably the only human also 
to have swum in the Olympic Games. But the point 
of the digression is to record his words to me: South 
Africa he said is a special place because of its people 
and the breathtaking beauty of its landscape. Here 
he discovered a vibrancy and a desire that he has 
not experienced in Europe or North America. This 
unique human, driven to swim the great channel 
and to climb the world’s tallest mountain, cannot 
wait to make South Africa his home. 

Of course there are a litany of issues and concerns 
in this country that must be addressed. But if you 
want to know that you have lived a full and vigorous 
life, then stay around for the ride. South Africa is 
where the excitement is to be found. 

But to live in this country you must develop your 
leadership, which can simply be the act of taking 
responsibility for and not running away from the 
challenges that we all face. Do you know what 
happens when you turn around and try to run away 
from a lion? It sees your weakness and chases you 
(with an ugly outcome). And that in my view is 
what happens if you fail to accept your share of the 
responsibility for the future of this nation of your 
birth: The lion will always be chasing you wherever 
on earth you may land up. But if you stand tall and 
look the lion in the eye with courage, there is the 
chance that it will stop in its tracks and then move 
away respectfully. 

South Africa needs citizens who are prepared to 
stand up to the lion and not to try escaping.

So I qualify to give this talk since I have faced up 
to the lion, emboldened by the passion I feel for this 
country. 

I began by saying that the theme of my talk is 
accountability, goals and purpose. And I am going 
to use sport for my analogy. I understand that sport 
is not something that everyone in the graduating 
class will fi nd compelling. Many of those who fi nd 
excitement in activities other than sport will probably 
ask: But why does this old oke not use an analogy 
from my passion – art, music, drama, language and 
so on? I apologise in advance but sport is my sole 
area of expertise.

So my analogy relates to the fact that in 2009 the 
city of Pretoria contains probably the fi nest rugby 
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referring to the rugby team from that High School 
that is visible through the trees from the bottom 
of “Polly Shorts”! For I believe that if you wish to 
understand excellence, then you must study those 
that are themselves the most excellent. Of course 
my recognition that the Blue Bulls might actually 
be quite a good rugby team requires a measure of 
humility since I come from the South, and the South 
often considers itself another country, infi nitely 
superior to anything that occurs further north. So 
let me tell you a story about your rugby club and 
its players and what it has taught me living so far 
away. 

Once upon a time before the 1990s your rugby 
club was the most successful in the history of South 
Africa. But times change and when the Super10 as it 
was then began, your team was absolutely appalling 
usually fi nishing in last place in the competition. But 
wise men in your town came together and developed 
a plan. Their plan was to make the club fi nancially 
viable; to develop local talent and to grow the game in 
the Province. Over a decade there was slow progress 
and then fi nally just 2 seasons ago the evidence was 
clear that the team had turned the corner. 

That evidence came when the team played the 
Queensland Reds in the fi nal round of the 2007 Super 
14 competition. The detail of the game was that if the 
Bulls were to make the play-offs by fi nishing fourth 
in the competition, they needed to score of the order 
of 30 points; if they wished to fi nish third, they 
needed 50-odd points. But if they wished to fi nish 
second and so earn a home semi-fi nal with a chance 
of winning the overall competition, they needed to 
score just more than 90 points. 

In years past the team would have been quite 

satisfi ed with a fourth place and the knowledge that 
they would not likely win a semi-fi nal match and so 
need to travel away from home to contest the fi nal. 
But as you know they achieved the impossible; they 
scored the 90-odd point they required; they qualifi ed 
to host a home semi-fi nal by a single point as I recall, 
and went on to win the fi nal in overtime as Bryan 
Habana scored one of the more remarkable tries in 
the history of the tournament. That game more than 
anything convinced me that South Africa would win 
the 2007 Rugby World Cup. 

And when I had the privilege of speaking to the 
Springbok team shortly before they departed to the 
World Cup, I told them exactly that. That they would 
win the Rugby World Cup and they would become 
the greatest Springbok Rugby Team of all time. For 
the reason that both the Blue Bulls and the Sharks, 
whom the Bulls beat in the Super 14 fi nal, had fi nally 
convinced themselves that combined as Springboks, 
they could beat the rest of the world. 

Indeed earlier this morning I was in discussion 
with the exceptional fi tness coach of the 2007 
World Cup Springboks, Dr Derek Coetzee. And 
he confi rmed that it was the presence of two South 
African teams in the 2007 Super 14 fi nal, followed 
by the defeat of England by 36-0 in the pool stages 
of that competition, that fi nally convinced the 2007 
Rugby World Cup Springboks that they were the 
best in the world. And once they had acquired that 
self-belief, they were unstoppable. 

An important lesson in life is that it is usually the 
mental hurdle that is the most diffi cult to overcome. 
Once the mental hurdle is overcome, the rest is so 
much easier. 

Of course this attitude of self-belief was even more 
evident in the fi nals of the 2009 Super 14 played at 

The stage party for Valediction: From L–R: Mr John Illsley (Second Master), Professor Tim Noakes, Mr Bill Schroder (Headmaster), Mr Gavin 
Beckwith (Chairman of the Governing Body) and Mr James Lourens (representing the Old Boys’ Association)
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talented New Zealand team in a way that happens 
infrequently. 

As I watched Saturday’s Currie Cup game at 
Newlands and how the fi nal result was achieved 
– I think I began to grasp why your team has been 
so successful. For their success is not achieved 
only through skill and self-belief and physical 
preparation; it is also about the factors that make a 
life meaningful.

You see your team should not have won that game 
because they played well below their ability. But 
they won because when it really mattered, the one 
key player on whom the result hinged understood 
that the striving in life is not just for excellence. 
Rather the true goal must be perfection. 

I think many South African boys probably believe 
that winning should be the ultimate goal for which 
we strive in life, in sport and in the creative arts. If 
we win then we are good enough. But the reality is 
quite different. 

Winning can never be the ultimate goal since 
it is not possible to control all the variables that 
determine winning. Your great rivals Affi es may 
have some sporting advantages that Pretoria Boys 
High may not have. So you will be much less likely 
to beat Affi es if your goal is just to win. But you will 
beat them consistently when your goal is perfection. 
For when you are perfect, winning takes care of 
itself.

So if I were coaching your rugby team I would 
promote this goal of perfection, not of winning. And 
the teams that understand this concept of perfection 
will not be beaten easily. 

But let us return to the defi ning moment in the 
fi nal minutes of the game at Newlands last week. I 
do this analysis not to criticize one individual and 
praise another but rather to bring to your attention 
the attitude that makes a life successful and how 
slim is the line dividing success from failure. 

The Bulls won because when the crucial moment 
came, they could rely on the kicking skills of a player 
who understands that his skill is not simply about 
excellence. It has to be about perfection. A player 
who is excellent but who is not perfect performed 
the high tackle that cost WP the chance to win 
the 2009 Currie Cup. Seemingly he cannot have 
been coached to understand that the striving for 
excellence is never good enough. Or that he will not 
be held accountable for the outcome of his actions. 
(Fortunately I suspect that the fi nal outcome of the 
game would have been the same, whether or not 
the WP player had performed that high tackle. For 
perfection also demands that a team knows how to 
close out the fi nal 10 minutes of a close game. And 

the Bulls also seem to have developed this skill better 
than most other teams). 

So when Morne Steyn lined up that 53m kick into 
the strong and swirling wind I already knew the 
outcome. Because Morne Steyn is not an excellent 
kicker. Rather he is as near perfect as perhaps 
anyone in the history of the game has come in the 
art of kicking a placed rugby ball. When he kicks the 
ball fl ies true and whatever the wind might try to do 
to divert the ball, it can gain no purchase. So the ball 
travels true, straight through the centre of the posts. 
Let me explain briefl y the physics of the problem 
Steyn must overcome each time he kicks for goal. 
And for my explanation I will use the example of 
another sporting genius, Shane Warne.

One of the (many) reasons why Shane Warne 
was the world’s fi rst perfect leg spin bowler was 
because he could generate remarkable drift and 
dip towards the leg side with his heavily-spun leg 
spinning delivery. A Prussian artillery general 
in the mid-1880s fi rst noticed this tendency for a 
spinning object to drift in its path. He noticed that 
his artillery shells were pretty ineffective in striking 
their targets since they always deviated alarmingly 
from their intended trajectory. In time it was learned 
that any spinning object will drift away from its 
intended target if the axis of rotation is not either in 
the exact direction in which the object is travelling 
or at exactly 90 degrees to that direction. Thus Shane 
Warne develops drift by ensuring that the axis of his 
rapidly spinning delivery is at an angle – perhaps as 
much as 45 degrees – to the direction in which the 
ball is travelling towards the batsman. The rapidly 
spinning ball develops an uneven pattern of airfl ow 
around its surface so that the pressure is lower below 
and to the right side of the ball and higher above and 
to its left. As a result the ball drops into the area of 
reduced pressure below and to its right, especially in 
the fi nal few meters before it lands. This causes the 
batsman’s brain incorrectly to predict the fi nal fl ight 
of the delivery and where the ball will pitch.

The problem that Morne Steyn faces is that he 
must insure that the axis of spin that he imparts 
on the place-kicked rugby ball must be at exactly 
90 degrees to the direction of its travel towards the 
posts. If the axis is even a few fractions of a degree 
– a few seconds – off, the rugby ball will deviate 
progressively more to one side of its intended path as 
it generates an increasingly disturbed airfl ow pattern 
across its surface. Furthermore, because Morne 
Steyn’s perfectly kicked ball is rotating backwards, 
it generates an upward lift (in proportion to the 
rapidity of its spin) and this extends the distance it 
will travel. (In contrast, Shane Warne’s top spinner 
rotates forward and therefore drops in its fl ight 
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So I ask you: What is more diffi cult to coach? To 

teach a player never to tackle high? Or to produce 
a perfect 53m kick into a strong wind so that the 
axis of rotation of the kicked ball is (i) at exactly 
90 degrees to the direction in which the ball is 
travelling and (ii) the rate of its backward spin is 
as high as possible so that the distance of the kick 
is maximized? That, gentlemen, is the winning 
difference. Between coaching for excellence. And 
coaching for perfection.

So what does all this have to do with us as we try 
to fi gure out our way forward as individuals and as 
a nation; most especially as each of the graduating 
class considers his future?

The answer is that to move forward – to progress 
– any individual or organization must understand 
that we each require a goal (which is short-term) and 
a purpose (which is more long term). And these are 
naturally different. To return to the rugby analogy:

The goal of a rugby team, as I have already 
explained, can never be simply “to win”. For the 
reason that I have already described: It is simply 
not possible to control all the factors that determine 
winning – the opposition may simply have too many 
resources so that to beat them is impossible. No! 
The goal is to be perfect. To be prefect in practice; 
in physical preparation; in skill training; in mental 
preparation; in tactical awareness; in selfl essness 
and in team cohesion; in analysis of the opposition; 
and then fi nally in execution. Because as one great 
coach said, once you are perfect, the result takes care 
of itself. But whether you win or lose, the demand 
is always the same. Go back to practising perfection 
because you are still not perfect. 

So in life the same rule applies. Whatever you 

do, your goal must always be perfection. And you 
must never be happy to accept anything less. For 
there will come the moments in your life when, like 
Morne Steyn, you must face the defi ning challenge. 
Will you be able to perform the perfect place kick in 
which the ball spins at precisely 90 degrees to its axis 
of fl ight and so travels 53m without deviating? Or 
will you kick the ball so that it rotates around an axis 
even one second off that 90 degrees. And so it begins 
to wobble and fall away in the fi nal meters of its 
fl ight. Because you were excellent, but not perfect.

But the analogy goes much further. For if your 
goal is to be perfect, what is the purpose of being 
perfect? In other words, why bother? For it turns 
out that goals are much easier to achieve, than is a 
purpose.

For the reality is that there is always a price to 
pay for perfection. There is a price to winning the 
Rugby World Cup, or the Super 14 competition 
twice in three years. And it is simply that the search 
for perfection becomes increasingly more diffi cult 
to justify, the closer you approach that perfection. 
For you will begin to wonder: we have practised 
these move so many times; we have trained so 
hard for so long; we have lifted so many weights; 
we have earned so much money. Is all this really so 
necessary? Surely we have fi nally earned the right to 
be successful without also having to be perfect?

The reality is that this is exactly where South 
African rugby is at this very moment. Both the 
Bulls and the Springboks, captained by one of your 
most iconic and revered old boys, John Smit, are 
fi lled with players who have done it all before. If 
they are to continue winning for another 2 years 
until the 2011 Rugby World Cup, they will need to 
discover something more than simply the continued 

Afrikaans speaker, Louis van Biljon The Guest Speaker: Professor Tim Noakes of the 
University of Cape Town
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the 2007 Rugby World Cup. Now the search must 
be for a purpose. And if they are to be successful, 
their purpose will have to be about something much 
bigger than themselves. Bigger even than the team. 
Bigger than the goals which produced success in 
2007.

So South Africa will only win the 2011 Rugby 
World Cup if all the players from the 2007 winning 
team understand that there is a much greater purpose 
to the opportunity with which their unmatched 
success now presents them. 

It has been found that the only purpose that really 
works in the long-term – the one that produces 
the truly exceptional winning teams in sport – is 
a purpose that transcends sport. So the purpose 
becomes about family, about community, indeed 
about the nation. It is about building something 
bigger than either the team or us. It is, as Coach 
Gary Carter says in the defi ning scene in Friday 
Night Lights, about looking your team mate from 
whatever relationship – your girlfriend, your wife, 
your children, your work colleagues, your nation, 
but especially yourself – in the eye and saying: “I did 
everything I could – there was not one more thing I 
could have done”. When you can say that, you are in 
Coach Carter’s opinion, fi nally perfect. 

So the great sports coaches know that the only true 
measure of a team’s success is what they contribute 
for the rest of their lives to this greater purpose. 
Louis van Biljon spoke on your behalf this evening 
about the ship of life on which the 300 members of 
the 2009 Graduating Class have been sailing the past 
5 years. 

But your ship now leaves harbour for a much more 
dangerous assignment; one, the success of which we 

will only know when you dock again in this harbour 
for your 30th Year Class Re-union. Only then will we 
be able to determine whether the sailors of the 2009 
Graduating Class safely navigated the treacherous 
oceans of life and returned with a glory worthy of 
the 5 great years that this school and its exceptional 
staff invested in them. 

So for those 30 years I would suggest that you 
take great pride in this country that afforded you 
an education the equal of anything in the rest 
of the world. But know that there is a cost to that 
privilege and for which you are accountable. It is the 
equivalent of the cost that your famous former Head 
boy John Smit now faces as he leads the Springboks 
into the fi nal and most challenging two years of his 
captaincy. 

Like John, the Springboks and even the successful 
Blue Bulls, you have each to fi nd an individual 
life purpose that is greater than your narrow self-
interest. Perhaps like John Smit your purpose must 
be to take what you have learned at this great 
institution and use it to continue the construction of 
this great country, by always striving for your own 
perfection. 

And you will be allowed to rest only when you 
have achieved that perfection.

But you are fortunate that from the body of this 
school you do not have just John Smit as a perfect 
example. 

In fact your Headmaster, Mr Bill Schroder, 
who retires at the end of this year, is the very best 
example of a person who has faced life’s challenge 
and succeeded.

In God’s eyes he is also the one man who has 
earned his retirement.

For he is perfect.

The Headmaster, Mr Bill Schroder, addressing his fi nal 
group of Valedictorians

Messrs James Lourens, Gavin Beckwith, Tim Noakes and John Illsley
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Brian Basson Memorial Trophy Louwrens Venter
Alexis Preller Award Simon Bakker
Best Speaker's Award Martin Coetzee 
Justine Armstrong Award Simon Duim 
 Max Finbow
 Willie Viljoen
Trebot Barry Award Amos Amunga
 Kiandiko Kasure
The Terence Ashton Memorial Prize  
 Martin Coetzee
 Jonathan Kenyon
 Patrick O’Brien 
Jonathan D Jansen Award Byron Bowles
Margaret Theiler Award Mathew Pillans
Gertrud Theiler Award Kyle Handley
 Charles Smith

Ulrich Rissik Prize James Orr
Elwyn Davies Award Brad Harper
 Thomas Potgieter
 Cameron Thomson
The Gail Bloemink Award Darren Smalley 
Malcolm Armstrong Renaissance Man Award  
 Daniel Pitman
Headmaster's Awards Glen Botha
 Vincent Duys
 Albert Falanga
 Niku Kruger
 Andrea Lazarides
 Kyle Stanley
 Xan Swart
 Mduduzi Zwane
Old Boys' Prize Kyriacos Floudiotis 

Subject Prizes
Accounting (Shared)   Karthik Poovendran
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language  
 Misha Janse van Rensburg
French   Stallone Siakam
Geography   Thinus Pretorius
Life Sciences   Matthew Amoni
Mathematical Literacy   Luke Kuisis
Music (Shared)  Simon Duim
Sepedi 1st Additional Language   Paul Mavundla
Visual Arts   Louwrens Venter
Information Technology (Shared)  
 Jason de Andrade
 Albert Mijburgh
French 1st Additional Language 
Civil Technology  Hasan Darwish

Accounting (Shared)
Mathematics   Omolemo Motalane
Afrikaans Home Language 
German 2nd Additional Language
Music (Shared)   Willie Viljoen
Dux Scholar for 2009 (Shared)   Patrick O’Brien
Advanced Programme Mathematics (Shared) 
Business Studies 
Dux Scholar for 2009 (Shared)   Byron Bowles
Advanced Programme Mathematics (Shared) 
English Home Language 
History
Physical Sciences
Dux Scholar for 2009 (Shared)  Jonathan Kenyon

Invited guests take their places for the Valediction Ceremony
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1.  Kyriacos Floudiotis and Andrea Lazaridis (front left to right) 
pensively contemplate their last minutes as head prefect and deputy 
head prefect.

2. Mr Paul Anthony sings his adaptation of the Sting song “Fields of Gold”.
3.  Matt Currie is inducted as the head prefect for 2010 by Kyriacos 

Floudiotis, the outgoing head prefect of 2009.
4. Tearful boys leave the hall for the last time as pupils of PBHS.
5. The end of fi ve years (bar the exams that lay ahead) at Boys High.
6.  Mr Schroder and some of the matrics, after his last Matric Final 

Assembly as headmaster.

1 2

3 4

5

6
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* Denotes University Exemption
Distinctions in brackets
Ahiba, Marc-Heuve* (French, Mathematical 

Literacy)
Amoni, Matthew* (English, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Information Technology, 
Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)

Amunga, Masava Lumo
Anderson, Byron*
Andrew, Richard*
Appelgryn, Bjorn*
Ashworth, Christopher* (English, 

Mathematics, History, Life Sciences, AP 
Mathematics)

Bakker, Ruben* (English, Mathematics, 
Accounting, Information Technology)

Bakker, Simon* (Afrikaans, History)
Baloyi, Eugene*
Baloyi, Thabang*
Beard, Michael
Beaton, Royce*
Bekker, Justin*
Bernitz, Alon* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Information 
Technology)

Bester, Alex*
Bisschoff, Marco* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Accounting, Life Sciences, Mathematics 3, 
AP Mathematics)

Black, Wesley* (Geography)
Booth, Brandon* (History)
Bosch, Mongezi
Bosman, Erin* (History)
Botha, Clinton* (Afrikaans)
Botha, Peter-John* (History)
Bowles, Byron* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Business 
Studies, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, 
AP Mathematics)

Brewer, Dylan* (Life Orientation)
Brewer, Matthew* (Mathematical Literacy)
Brink, Andrew*
Burger, Berne* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Geography, Information Technology)
Camarinha, Chad* (History)
Carmichael, Nicolau* (Life Orientation, 

History)
Chauke, Phillip*
Claassens, Christiaan* (History)
Cloete, Garron* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Accounting, AP Mathematics)
Coetzee, Martin* (English, Afrikaans, 

Business Studies, History)
Coni Michael* (History)
Corney, Cameron*
Cox, Jarryd* (English, Afrikaans, Visual 

Arts)
da Silva, Zaine*
Darwish, Hasan* (English, French, Civil 

Technology, Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Business Studies)

Dawson, David
Dawson, Trevor* (Mathematics, Accounting, 

History)
de Andrade, Jason* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Accounting, Information 
Technology, AP Mathematics)

de Beyer, Richard*
de Bruyn, Thomas*
de Jongh, Albert* (Afrikaans)

de Villiers, James* (Afrikaans, Geography, 
Music)

Delen, Henk* (Afrikaans)
Dewhurst, Dean*
Diakowski, Dawid*
Dinna, Pavin* (English, Life Orientation, 

History)
Ditsebe, Thato*
Dore, Geoffrey* (Life Orientation, History)
Drepaniotis, Brando*
Dreyer, Reinhardt* (Afrikaans, Mathematics)
du Plessis, Gerhard* (Afrikaans, History)
du Plessis, Willem* (Mathematics)
du Toit, Adrian* (Life Orientation, History)
Duim, Simon* (Afrikaans, English, Life 

Orientation, Music)
Duys, Vincent*
Elliott, Wesley* (English, Mathematics, 

History, Information Technology)
Enslin, Johnny* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Accounting)
Evans, Vernon* (Mathematical Literacy)
Eveleigh, Jordan*
Eybers, Welf*
Falanga, Albert* (English, Civil Technology, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation)
Ferreira, Devin*
Finaughty, Sean* (English, Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences)
Finbow, Max* (English, Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Music, AP Mathematics)
Fisher, Michael
Floudiotis, Kyriacos* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics) 
Fourie, John* (English, Mathematics, 

Geography, Life Sciences)
Friday, Keenan
Gallagher, Declan*
Gough, Matthew* (Geography, History)
Gultig, Clark*
Gulube, Mbeko*
Handley, Kyle*
Harding, Byron*
Harper, Bradley* (English)
Harris, Brandon* (Geography)
Havenga, Duane* (English, German, Life 

Orientation, History)
Healy, Callum*
Hennig, Jaques* 
Heunis, Jason*
Heyns, John-Paul*
Hill, Brandon*
Hillebrand, Wilco*
Hilton, Claude*
Hudson, Warren* (History)
Huntley-Walker, Gavin* (Geography)
Hwang, Shervaux* (English, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Accounting, Music)
Ismail, Zunaid*
Ismail Vally, Mohammed*
Jablonski, Alexander* (Geography)
Jacobs, Alex*
Jacobs, Stephan* (English, Afrikaans, 

German, Life Sciences)
Jacobs, Wade*
Janse van Rensburg, Misha* (English, 

Afrikaans, Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Information Technology, Life Sciences)

Jardim, Branden*
Jerrett, Adam* (English, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, History, Information 
Technology, Mathematics 3)

Jomeh Farsangi, Hossein* (Mathematics, 
History, Information Technology)

Kasure, Kiandiko*
Kaufmann, Brendon*
Kenyon, Jonathan* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
History, Music, Physical Sciences, AP 
Mathematics)

Khuzwayo, Sizo*
Kinimi, Kagiso*
Kleinhentz, Dylan
Koekemoer, Michael*
Kokong, Lefa*
Konopi, Goitseone* (History)
Korkou, Aresti*
Kotu-Rammopo, Afam*
Kotze, Walter* (Afrikaans)
Kruger, Niku*
Kuisis, Luke* (Mathematical Literacy)
Kyei, Papa* (French, Mathematics, AP 

Mathematics, Mathematics 3)
Landsberg, Cole* (Afrikaans)
Lazaridis, Andrea* (Mathematics, 

Information Technology)
le Grange, Jonathan* (Life Orientation)
le Roux, Louis* (Afrikaans)
le Roux, Wim* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation)
Leask, Nicholas
Leefl ang, Pierre* (Life Orientation, 

Mathematical Literacy)
Leimecke, Izak* (Afrikaans)
Lindner, Luke* (Information Technology)
Lombard, Daniël*
Lombard, Jean Pierre*
Loots, Kurt (Mathematical Literacy)
Loubser, Migael* (Afrikaans, Mathematical 

Literacy, Music)
Louw, Jako*
Lucas, Dumisani* (History)
Lund, Kyle* (Mathematical Literacy)
Maartens, Mario* (Afrikaans)
Mabe, Keabetswe
Mabe, Lebo
Mabe, Lesego* (Mathematics)
Maboho, Fhumulani
MacClements, Christopher* (English, History)
Mackrell, Sean*
Madlala, Yanda*
Malan, Marc*
Malapile, Lawrence* (History)
Malatji, Raymond
Mangaba, Ramahlale*
Manicom, Gray* (English, Mathematics, 

History, Music, AP Mathematics, 
Mathematics 3)

Mare, Drikus*
Maritz, Gary* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Geography)
Marler, Matthew*
Marx, Wynand*
Masakona, Mbavhalelo*
Mashaba, Nkosiyethu
Massyn, Henri* (Afrikaans)
Matsapola, Tumisang
Matunhire, Tendai*
Mavundla, Paul* (Sepedi, Mathematics, Life 

Sciences)
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McKenzie, Grant* (Life Orientation, History)
Mgaju, Hlumelo*
Mijburgh, Albert* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Accounting, Information 
Technology)

Mills, Edward* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 
Accounting, Information Technology)

Millward, Alan
Mkhwanazi, Ntokozo*
Modikwe, Thabo*
Moir, Steven*
Mokgabudi, Maremo*
Molati, Kgotso
Moloko, Molato* (Life Orientation)
Morolo, Makube*
Mosia, Khahliso
Mostert, Dirk*
Motalane, Omolemo* (Mathematics, 

Accounting, Information Technology, AP 
Mathematics)

Motha, Wesley
Mphelo, Tlhologelo* (Mathematics, Business 

Studies)
Murphy, Graeme* (English)
Murray, Dean* (Mathematics, Life Sciences)
Naidoo, Rowan*
Nake, Khutso*
Napaai, Gordon*
Ndala, Tumelo
Nel, Craig*
Nel, Ebert* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Geography)
Ngubegusha, Lona*
Ngwenya, Surprise
Nixon, Brian* (Mathematics, Music)
Nkoana, Thabang*
Ntambi, Isaac
Ntambi, Livingstone* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation)
Nyanda, Bhekisisa
O'Brien, Patrick* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Geography, 
Information Technology, Physical Sciences)

O'Grady, Byron* (Life Orientation)
Olivier, Milan* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation)
Oosthuizen, Willem*
Oppelt, Samuel
Orr, James* (History, Life Sciences)
Osman, Imtiaz*
Paulsen, Terence*
Petrou, Nicholas*
Phaahla, Kwame*
Pieterse Stephan*
Pillans, Mathew*
Pillay, Keagan*
Pitman, Daniel* (English, French, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Music, AP 
Mathematics)

Poovendran, Karthik* (Mathematics, 
Information Technology, Accounting)

Potgieter, Thomas*
Preece, Wesley*
Pretorius, Marthinus* (English, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Geography)

Pretorius, Quintin*
Procopos, Andreas*
Pucciatti, Riccardo* (Afrikaans, Accounting, 

History)
Ray, Phil*
Retief, Francois* (Afrikaans)
Richter, Dylan*
Rippon, Sean*
Rodgers, Pierre*
Roebuck, David*
Sailer, Jonathan*
Savov, Sava*
Schlunz, Keagan* (Geography)
Scholtz, Virgul*
Schoonees, Johann* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Information Technology)
Schröder, Kurt* (English, Afrikaans, Life 

Orientation, Information Technology)
Seabelo, Katlego*
Seboka, Puso*
Seitz, Justin
Semugga, Benjamin* (English, Mathematics, 

Accounting, Life Sciences)
Shakung, Lefatshe*
Shamshoodeen, Nabeel*
Shamu, Anesu* (History)
Shandu, Mvelo* (Mathematics, Business 

Studies, Information Technology)
Sheppard, Matthew* (Mathematics)
Shih, Jack* (Mathematics, Information 

Technology, Life Sciences, AP 
Mathematics)

Siakam, Stallone* (French, Mathematics)
Singh, Shivkaar*
Sizani, Wonga*
Smalley, Darren*
Smith, Brandon
Smith, Charles* (English, History, Life 

Sciences)
Smith, Devin* (Life Orientation)
Smith, Vaughan*
Spoormaker, Maarten* (English, Afrikaans, 

German, Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Life Sciences)

Stanley, Kyle* (History)
Steele, Angus* (Mathematics, Accounting, 

AP Mathematics)
Stefanou, Nick*
Stevens, Nikita
Stoltz, Tyron*
Strange, Steven*
Swart, Xan* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Information Technology, AP 
Mathematics, Mathematics 3)

Symmonds, Cameron* (Mathematical 
Literacy)

Tavares, Mickey
Theron, Wilhelm*
Thom, Timothy*
Thomson, Cameron*

Trollip, Ryan*
Truter, Nathan*
Tsabadi, Brian*
Vambe, Tashinga*
van Aswegen, Steffan* (Life Orientation)
van Bassen Jongbloet, Dean*
van Biljon, Louis* (Afrikaans, English, 

Mathematics, Accounting, Geography, 
Mathematics 3)

van Coller, David*
van den Berg, Johannes* (Afrikaans)
van den Boogaard, James*
van der Schyff, Zane* (Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Accounting, AP 
Mathematics)

van der Walt, Armand (Afrikaans)
van der Walt, Kimon
van der Westhuizen, Cornel* (Afrikaans, 

English, French, History)
van Jaarsveld, Albert*
van Niekerk, Rici* (English, Life Orientation, 

Music)
van Zyl, Matthew* (Life Sciences)
van Zyl, Neil* (Afrikaans)
van Zyl, Ruan* (Afrikaans, Mathematics)
Varela Cortabarria, Santiago* (Spanish, 

Life Orientation, History, Information 
Technology)

Veale, Jonty (Mathematical Literacy)
Venter, Louwrens* (Mathematical Literacy, 

Visual Arts)
Verhage, Wesley
Verwey, Johan* (Mathematics, Accounting, 

Physical Sciences)
Viljoen, Johan* (Afrikaans, English, German, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Music, 
Physical Sciences)

Viljoen, Stefan* (Life Orientation, History, 
Mathematical Literacy)

Vlahopoulos, Nicholas*
von Berg, George* (French, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Accounting)
Wa Kalonji, Stephane*
Wagner, Rowan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Walters, Jarrod* (History)
Wang, Alex* (Mathematics, Mathematics 3)
Ward, Brett* (English, Life Orientation, 

Geography, History, Life Sciences)
Watson, Jason*
Watters, Grant* (Mathematics, Visual Arts)
Wessels, Nikki*
Whindus, Jason*
Whindus, St John* (History)
Wicks, Ben*
Xu, Ricky*
Xu, Rico*
Yiannou, Marios* (History)
Zulu, Mlungisi*
Zulu, Helevan* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Business Studies, Information 
Technology)

Zwane Waka Sambo, Mduduzi* 
(Accounting, Business Studies)
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Front Row L–R: C MacClements, G Botha, B Ward, N Kruger, K Floudiotis (Headboy), Mr W Schroder (Headmaster),
A Lazarides (Deputy Headboy), V Duys, M Maartens, K Stanley, T Pretorius.

Second Row L–R: B Burger, X Swart, T Paulsen, L van Biljon, P Ray, L le Roux, B Bowles, A Bernitz, B Anderson, S Moir, G Konopi.
Back Row L–R: M Zwane, P Rodgers, M Bosch, M Moloko, B Appelgryn, S Mackrell, W Black, J-P Heyns, A Steele.

School Prefects

Academic Colours

Front Row L–R: W le Roux, L van Biljon, O Motalane, X Swart, B Bowles, A Steele. G Huntley-Walker, B Semugga.
Second Row L–R: B Rath, M Spoormaker, H Darwish, W Vijoen, C Ashworth, M Bisschoff, G van Berg, M Janse van Rensburg, T Pretorius, A Falanga.

Third Row L-R: J Kampman, T Bernweiser, J de Andrade, J Venter, J Leppan, C Stephens, D van Heerden, R Jordaan, B van Heerden, K 
Kichenbrand, A Johannes, S Mkosi.

Back Row L–R: F Prelorenzo, S Massyn, A Smith, S Mendes, A Jerrett, F Raw, S van Zyl, J Roberts, I Basson, S Shin, J Gerber, M Swanepoel, 
S Yen, H Fong, M Finbow, I Eggers, S Finaughty, D Pitman, N Barnard, J Kenyon. 
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Afrikaans 1st Additional Language  Michael Watson
Afrikaans Home Language  Daniël Haasbroek
French 1st Additional Language   Junior Mofokeng
French 2nd Additional Language (Shared) 
 Jiacheng Lu
German 2nd Additional Language  Daneel Duim
Sepedi 1st Additional Language  Thato Ntlatleng
Sepedi 2nd Additional Language  Thogi Mosuwe
Arts And Culture  Michael Du Toit
Geography  Ethanne Soar
Economic And Management Sciences (Shared)   

 Adrian Koessler
 Shivaar Chuturgoon
Technology (Shared) Roberto Barreiro
 Jay Cowie
English Home Language 
French 2nd Additional Language (Shared)
History
Mathematics Gian Buffo
Music
Natural Sciences
Form 1 Dux Scholar 2009  Phillip Roux

Form 2 Subject Awards
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language  
 Brendan Bronkhorst
French 1st Additional Language  Zein Darwish
French 2nd Additional Language  Anthony Ioannou
Sepedi 1st Additional Language   Josh Nkuna
Sepedi 2nd Additional Language  Moshe Letoaba
Arts And Culture  Arnold Van Wyk
Mathematics  Avikar Maharaj
Afrikaans Home Language (Shared) Floris Bonafede
 Gerhard Kirsten
English Home Language 

History Chris Swanepoel
Geography (Shared)
Natural Sciences  Greg Laycock
Afrikaans Home Language (Shared) 
German 2nd Additional Language Stephan Dreyer
Advanced Programme Mathematics 
Geography (Shared)  Matthew Leppan
Economic And Management Sciences
Music
Technology
Form 2 Dux Scholar 2009  Jamie Gous

Form 2 Subject Awards
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language  
 Brendan Bronkhorst
French 1st Additional Language  Zein Darwish
French 2nd Additional Language  Anthony Ioannou
Sepedi 1st Additional Language   Josh Nkuna
Sepedi 2nd Additional Language  Moshe Letoaba
Arts And Culture  Arnold Van Wyk
Mathematics  Avikar Maharaj
Afrikaans Home Language (Shared) Floris Bonafede
 Gerhard Kirsten
English Home Language 

History Chris Swanepoel
Geography (Shared)
Natural Sciences  Greg Laycock
Afrikaans Home Language (Shared) 
German 2nd Additional Language Stephan Dreyer
Advanced Programme Mathematics 
Geography (Shared)  Matthew Leppan
Economic And Management Sciences
Music
Technology
Form 2 Dux Scholar 2009  Jamie Gous

Form 3 Subject Awards
English Home Language (Shared)  Ian Currie
French 1st Additional Language  Yakubu Abass
German 2nd Additional Language (Shared) Delbert Botes
Sepedi 1st Additional Language  Karabo Mathosa
Geography  Cullen Botes
History  Michael Mclaggan
Mathematics  Kutlwano Mafulako
Mathematical Literacy  Tyler Mcfadyen
Accounting (Shared)  Thanassi Filippis
Business Studies  Shaun Ray
Civil Technology  Daniël Truter
French 2nd Additional Language (Shared)  
 Robbie Beckwith
 Azhar Mohungoo
Music

Visual Arts  Julien Lume
Life Sciences (Shared)
Physical Sciences (Shared)  Alistair Davis
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language 
German 2nd Additional Language (Shared)   
 Arnaud Kuyper
Advanced Programme Mathematics (Shared) 
Life Sciences (Shared)
Physical Sciences (Shared)  Martin Davis
Accounting (Shared)
Advanced Programme Mathematics (Shared) 
English Home Language (Shared) 
Information Technology
Physical Sciences (Shared) 
Form 3 Dux Scholar 2009 Bertus Malan
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Half Colours (75–79% Average)
New Award
Cullen Botes Kern Leask
Benjamin Lock Justin Marsh
Darren Moult Dupré Nell
Richard Oldnall Steven Purkis
Shaun Ray Daniel Swanepoel
De Wet Taljaard Justin Thomson
Daniël Truter Jaco Van Niekerk
Vincent Van Niekerk Rupert Vermaas

Full Colours (80–84% Average)
New Award
Yakubu Abass Molefe Choane

Thanassi Filippis Alden Geldenhuys
Thomas Greyling Gavin Jones
Kris Jooste Keamo Konopi
Mose Kwon Julien Lume
Napo Moloi Lloyd Parker
André Retief Bartoz RuszkowSki
Johann Van Wyk Kevin Wylie

Honours (85% Average And Above)
New Award  
Robbie Beckwith Delbert Botes
Murray Coetzee Alistair Davis
Martin Davis Arnaud Kuyper
Kutlwano Mafulako Bertus Malan
Henri Mijburgh Marco Tubb

Form 4 Subject Awards
English Home Language   Michael Graham
Sepedi 1st Additional Language  Tumisang Sithole
Mathematical Literacy  Wayde Sage
Geography Jordan Leppan
History  Neill Barnardt
Accounting (Shared) Sakhe Mkosi
Information Technology  Craig Stephens
Business Studies   Jan De Lang Venter
Visual Arts (Shared)  James Kampman
 Dirang Setshogoe
Afrikaans Home Language 
Music (Shared)   Keith Kichenbrand

French 1st Additional Language 
Music (Shared)  Harris Fong
Advanced Programme MathemAtics
French 2nd Additional Language  Yuan-Chih Yen
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language 
German 2nd Additional Language
Life Sciences   Frederic Raw
Accounting (Shared)
Civil Technology
Mathematics
Physical Sciences 
Form Iv Dux Scholar 2009  Alexander Johannes

Form 4 Colour Awards
Half Colours (75–79% Average)
New Award
Matthew Byrch Cuan Humphries
Jordaan Lourens Reynecke Swanepoel
Cobus Van Der Merwe
Re-Award
Kyle Baker Neill Barnardt
Tyler Bernwieser Louis Buys
Roland De Graaf Ivan Eggers
Jason Fourie James Kampman
Sean Massyn Hans Praeg
Otto Scheffl er Marco Swanepoel 

Full Colours (80–84% Average)
New Award
Keenan-Jay Barnard Michael Light
Dustin Pringle

Re-Award
Ivan Basson Denzil De Klerk
James Gerber Rowan Jordaan 
Sandro Mendes Athan Page
Francesco Prelorenzo Ben Rath
Samuel Shin Anthony Smith
Bertus Van Heerden Daan Van Heerden
Stephan Van Zyl

Honours (85% Average And Above)
New Award
Jan De Lang Venter Tim Wolff-Piggott
Re-Award
Harris Fong Alexander Johannes
Keith Kichenbrand Jordan Leppan
Sakhe Mkosi Frederic Raw
Jason Roberts Craig Stephens
Yuan-Chih Yen
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Outgoing Governing Body 2009
Chairman: Mr Terry Sharman
Deputy Chairman: Mr Gavin Beckwith
Secretary: Mr Madoda Petros
Treasurer: Mr Pierre Delaney
Parent Members: Prof Karel Bakker
 Dr Xolani Mkhwanazi
 Mr Vince Raseroka
 Mr Schalk van der Merwe
 Mr Frank Zimmer
Co-opted: Mr George Ellinas
 Mr Siphiwo Lucas
 Mr Pieta van Wyk
Educator Members: Mr John Illsley
 Mrs Ännchen Matthews
 Mrs Heidi Stuart
Non-Educator Member: Mr Peter Mabunda
Pupil Members: Jason Webber, Murray Lynch, 
 Ross Hunter

Incoming Governing Body 2009
Chairman: Mr Gavin Beckwith
Vice Chairman: Mr Lloyd Davis
Secretary: Mr Madoda Petros
Treasurer: Mr Pierre Delaney
Parent Members: Mr Quito Esteves
 Mrs Marie Kirsten
 Mr Edward Mosuwe
 Mr John Mullins
 Mr Frank Zimmer
Co-opted: Mr George Ellinas
 Mr Neil van Coller
Parent Association: Bryce Blum
Educator Members: Mr John Illsley
 Mr Greg Hassenkamp
 Mrs Tanya Millar
Non-Educator Member: Mr Ben Sithole
Pupil Members: Kyriacos Floudiotis, Andrea  
 Lazarides, Mduduzi ZwaneG
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Tributes
Extracts From The Address By The Second 
Master, Mr John Illsley, To The Final Assembly 
On 8 December 2009 As A Farewell To Mr W E 
Schroder

There is, of course, on stage this morning 
a fourth person who this month ends a 
career at this school, and that is our retiring 

headmaster, Mr Bill Schroder. 
Inevitably this will be seen as a sad occasion, 

because we are taking our leave of a man we have 
all come to admire, respect and trust. But I believe 
that it should also be regarded as a celebration of 
forty years of service to education in South Africa, of 
which the last twenty have been as our headmaster. 
And what an amazing two decades in the history of 
this school it has been!

If you are wondering why this part of the 
assembly was preceded by the playing of the theme 
music from the Godfather, apart from the fact that 
it is a very beautiful piece of music, let me explain 
the signifi cance. Over the past months I have had 
the rare privilege of reading through hundreds of 
tributes written for the headmaster by boys during 
tutor periods. Although it took many hours, it was 
wonderful to read these expressions of appreciation 
written from the heart by all of you.

A signifi cant number of those tributes were 
addressed to “the Godfather”. At fi rst I was a little 
concerned because if there is a Godfather surely 
there must be a mafi a? When I fi rst arrived at Boys 
High they used to talk about the “Greek Mafi a”. 
Were there now several other mafi as? But on 
closer refl ection I realised that you were using the 
word not in that sinister sense with all its negative 
connotations, but rather to describe someone who 
has indeed been a second father to us all. Mr Schroder 
has been a headmaster who, despite his enormous 
responsibilities in running this school, has never lost 
sight of the fact that it is ultimately about people and 
it is about caring. Godparents are appointed to be 
second parents and so it probably is fi tting to see Mr 
Schroder as “the godfather” of the school.

There were many other terms of affection in your 
written tributes: the “Boss”, “Big Bill”; a character 
from a Roald Dahl book, the “Big Friendly Giant” 
and predictably “the legend”. My understanding 
of these things is that when the boys of Boys High 
decide that you are a legend, you have, in their eyes, 
made it to the top. So Mr Schroder, welcome to a 
very exclusive club.

Many of you quoted from Rudyard Kipling’s well 
known poem “If”, including these lines: 

“If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings – nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;

If all men count with you but none too much; 
If you can fi ll the unforgiving minute 
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it”
How apt these lines are in describing just some 

of Mr Schroder’s qualities as a headmaster and as a 
human being.

It is I think appropriate, given that this assembly 
is your opportunity as current pupils to bid farewell 
to Mr Schroder, to quote a few of those tributes, 
because it is actually the voices of the boys that need 
to be heard here today. So, here are a few selected 
tributes:
• Twenty years of brilliant leadership personifi ed! You 

have left big shoes for your successor to fi ll. We will 
never forget you and thank you for all your service to 
our great school. Simon Kerrod

• Behind every good man there is a great woman, behind 
every good school there is a great headmaster. Rishalan 
Reddy

• A refl ection of determination, perseverance and great 
leadership. A symbol of joy, wisdom and fairness.

• Without you, Mr Schroder, the school would not be 
what it is today. Because of you the school is recognised 
all over the world. Every Boys High boy would love to 
keep you as the headmaster so that you can cast your 
magic onto his children.

• Thanks for changing the lives of so many boys from 
around the world – Witbank included. Greg Lavagna

• You are the only person I know with red, white and 
green blood! Thank you for all you have meant to Boys 
High over the past twenty years. Naledi Leeka

• It’s because of your input and your hard work that 
Boys High is one of the best schools in the world. If I 
had to rate any headmaster on a scale of one to ten, I 
would rate you legendary.

There are hundreds more of these tributes. Mr 
Schroder, we thought you may want to read a 
selection of them, and so we have put together a 
collection of these alongside photographs of all fi fty 
of this year’s tutor groups (by house) and bound it 
into a volume which we hope will serve as a happy 
memento for years to come. 

It gives me great pleasure to ask our head prefect, 
Matthew Currie, to present this book to you on 
behalf of the boys.

To pay full tribute to Mr Schroder in the limited 
time available to me is an almost impossible task 
because the last twenty years have seen such 
enormous changes to Boys High. Our facilities have 
been expanded and improved upon, including the 
central dining hall, the expanded boarding houses, 
the hockey astro fi eld, three additional grass fi elds, 
a rugby pavilion, a clothing shop and many other 
examples.



The Pretorian22

Mr Schroder has not only spoken of having a 
better school each year but has made it happen. The 
range of extra mural activities has expanded, the 
number and the quality of teams playing sport has 
expanded. Music has fl ourished. Academic results 
have improved.

The size of the school in terms of pupil numbers 
has grown by almost a third and with it the need 
for a bigger teaching staff to prevent class sizes 
growing. It is worth reminding you that if this 
hadn’t happened many of you in this hall today 
would not be attending Boys High. In order to make 
a much bigger school manageable and not to lose 
the pastoral care that is so important, the house 
system was expanded from the original six houses 
to a total of ten, something symbolized in this hall 
by the house banners, which were themselves Mr 
Schroder’s idea. Because the house system will 
almost certainly remain one of the headmaster’s 
most important legacies, we asked some of the artists 
in the houses to do an interpretation of their house 
crests and reproductions of these are included in the 
bound volume that has just been presented.

Although all of you have benefi ted from being 
at a school as well run as this one and therefore 
you have been benefi ciaries of Mr Schroder’s 
headmastership, the tributes that you wrote 
show a deeper understanding of the man. You 
acknowledged his sense of humour, his sense of fair 
play, his belief in humanity and the even tempered 
demeanour which means that he never responds to 
a problem, big or small, with a knee-jerk reaction. 
Those in Form IV have come to know him through 
lively guidance classes. Some of you have come 
to know the headmaster when you have been in 
trouble, not just the breaking-of-the-rules type of 
trouble, but serious personal problems that have 
required his counselling and in this you have come 
to know him as a true friend. Mr Schroder’s innate 
understanding of schoolboys and how their minds 
work (and sometimes don’t work) is, I think, one of 
the main reasons why you have enjoyed having him 
as a headmaster and why you love this place.

One aspect of the headmaster’s role that is not 
really touched upon in your written tributes (and 
that is because most of you have only attended one 
high school), but which is important to acknowledge 
this morning, is the important role he has played in 
ensuring that we maintain a healthy balance between 
academic, sporting and cultural pursuits. This has 
made Boys High increasingly special, offering you 
chaps the chance to acquire probably the most 
rounded education on offer in South Africa. 

Without a doubt the most well-known symbol of 
that philosophy of a holistic education is the Danny 

Tributes
M

R 
SC

HR
O

D
ER

1.  After an emotional assembly, the Second Master shares a lighter 
moment with Mr and Mrs Schroder

2.  Many boys (including some matrics who came back to school 
especially for the assembly) had their programmes signed by Mr 
Schroder

1

2
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Swart statue on the dome of the school buildings, 
the little boy holding a book and a rugby ball. 

And so Sir, your little boys and your not so 
little boys, take pleasure in presenting you with a 
statuette of the boy on the dome and I would like to 
ask our deputy head prefect, Jordan Leppan to do 
the honours.

For your interest: this statuette was sculptured 
and cast by the artist Guy Du Toit, the same man 
who did the bronze replica for the dome, a project 
undertaken during Mr Schroder’s headmastership, 
and so it has added signifi cance. Most of all we think 
you should consider this as the Boys High equivalent 
of the Oscars, in this case for “Best Headmaster in a 
Leading Role”.

Mr Schroder has had the benefi t of a supportive 
family and most importantly a supportive wife in Mrs 
Cherry Schroder who we are honoured to have with 
us this morning. Although we will be paying tribute 
more fully to Mrs Schroder tomorrow evening, I 
would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the 
boys to thank you for all that you have done. We 
know that you have always believed that Boys High 
boys can do no wrong. You have attended hundreds 
of sports matches and cultural events and in all this 
have shown a genuine interest in what happens at 
the school and in the boys themselves. Your support 
for the headmaster has had value beyond measure.

Thank you ma’am for all that you have meant 
to our school and to our headmaster over the past 
twenty years.

Mr Schroder, your legacy is immeasurable and it 
will help defi ne Boys High for decades to come, of 
this you may be assured.

And so Sir, we take our leave of you with the 
ancient Gaelic blessing:

May the road rise up to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back,
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fi elds 
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand.
From all of us, thank you Mr Schroder for the past 

twenty years and, lest we break with tradition, it 
is my honour to do what you have done so many 
times before, including at this assembly, and that is 
to present to you, from boys and staff, a painting of 
the school by which to remember us. 

Before the headmaster addresses the school, the 
school orchestra conducted by Dr van der Watt, will 
provide an orchestral tribute which is just one year 
away from being spot on, the Beatles song, “When 
I’m Sixty Four”!
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1.  Mr Schroder holds up his “Oscar”, a bronze statuette of the Danny 
Swart statue on the dome

2. The end of an era …
3.  Boys line up to say thanks to “the Boss” after the assembly

1

2
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1. Mr John Illsley, the Second Master, pays tribute to Mr Schroder at the assembly on the last school day of 2009
2. The Head Prefect, Matt Currie presents a bound volume of tributes written by boys in all tutor groups to the headmaster
3. Staff outside the main building after the farewell assembly for Mr Schroder
4. Mr Schroder, headmaster for twenty years, bids farewell to the school

1 2

3 4
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Extracts from the Address by the Second Master, 
Mr John Illsley, to the Headmaster and Staff at the 
Farewell Dinner for Mr And Mrs Schroder on 9 
December 2009 in the Central Dining-Room

To those of you who had to sit through my 
ramblings at the Final Assembly, my apologies 
in advance, you are stuck with me again!

As I have said each year when I thank the 
headmaster on your behalf, on the last day of the 
school year, trying to thank him in a few minutes 
is an unfair task. One simply cannot do justice to it. 
How much more so then this evening, when my task 
can be compared to fi tting the Bible onto a postage 
stamp. It is therefore with a sense of inadequacy that I 
stand before you tonight to pay tribute to a man who 
has made this school not only the largest boys’ school 
in South Africa but a fl agship school that is the envy 
of most others in the country, be they state or private. 
Part of what makes this so daunting is that we are in 
fact paying tribute to a career in education that spans 
forty years. It began with a young man entering the 
teaching profession rather than going into human 
resource management, his original choice. Thank 
heavens that fate intervened in that regard! In his 
early career he taught at several schools in the Cape 
including York, Westerford and Rondebosch. 

It may come as a surprise but my favourite story 
about Mr Schroder is not about Boys High at all, 
but rather about a school called Rhodes High in 
Cape Town. It was the fi rst school at which he was 
headmaster and when he took it over it was not in 
great shape. As a rather run down inner city school 
it had a very poor self image, had a mixed-race 
student body at a time when such things were still 
illegal and it was not very affl uent. Needless to say, 
Mr and Mrs Schroder set about transforming the 
school for the better.

In the Schroder family, “Ou Rhodes” stories are 
legion, but the one I most enjoy relates to a certain 
cricket match. In a city with schools like SACS, 
Rondebosch and Bishops, “Ou Rhodes” didn’t 
really feature in the A-League when it came to sport. 
However on a particular Saturday, Rhodes was due 
to play Bishops. There were some reasonably good 
opening batsmen in the Rhodes side and the team 
was in with a chance if they could hold out against the 
pace attack from Bishops. Mr Schroder bought a pair 
of helmets and pads for the team who, bolstered by 
the full body armour and a Schroder pep talk, went 
out to face the onslaught. Hours later the two opening 
batsmen of “ou Rhodes” were still at the crease! The 
upshot was that the Rhodes First Team won the match, 
which was a fi rst. It was reported in all the Cape Town 
newspapers and of course it became one of the things 
that made the school start to believe in itself.

Why do I mention this? Because I think it says 
much about the man and how he gained experience 

before his time here at Boys High. Apart from 
becoming a bit of a street fi ghter, when necessary, 
seeing the possibilities in an institution and believing 
in people’s potential is a powerful combination if you 
have the confi dence to make the necessary changes, 
weather the scepticism and criticism, risk failure and 
see it through. In the case of Rhodes High it helped 
to turn a whole school around.

And so, after a brief interlude at Pinelands 
High, the headmaster came to Boys High in 1990. 
Boys High was not another Rhodes High by any 
means. It was a well established school with a good 
reputation, but it was also a school that had a huge 
untapped potential, a “sleeping giant” in education. 
The quaintly laid back attitude of the school didn’t 
last long once Bill Schroder took over.

It is worth reminding ourselves that twenty years 
ago there was: no symphony orchestra, no central 
dining hall, no bush school, no Pollock campus, no 
hockey astro fi eld, no rugby pavilion, no clothing 
shop and no study bursary opportunity for Boys 
High boys wanting to become teachers.

It would be remiss not to mention these things, 
but in many ways trotting out a largely bricks-and-
mortar list misses the point. Not without good reason 
did he earn the nickname of “Builder Schroder”, 
but his greatest contribution cannot, I believe, be 
measured in terms of infrastructure.

No other headmaster in the history of this school 
has had to steer his ship through a period of greater 
social and educational change than what was 
required in the mid- 1990s. Change was inevitable 
and it was necessary. It was alive with possibilities, 
but it was equally fraught with peril. 

I don’t believe there was any shrewder judge of 
what was required of this school in the mid 1990s 
than our headmaster. With the facilities that we 
had at Boys High it was inconceivable that the state 
would allow the school to stay the same size. No 
headmaster wants to necessarily grow a school in 
terms of pupil numbers, but that was the imperative 
and it was part of playing a political game. The 
major difference at Boys High was that it was done 
very much on our terms. 

The pupil numbers were increased but so were 
the number of day boy houses, to six and then eight, 
and the size of the boarding houses was expanded, 
made possible partly through the construction of this 
facility, the central dining hall. Class sizes, often the 
fi rst casualties of an expanded school, were limited 
by employing additional staff, (anecdote of class of 
60?). A bridging programme which we called “pre-
Form One” was started for some of the intake from 
disadvantaged schools and won us much kudos. 
One way of putting this is that “Boys High changed, 
in order to stay the same” and today we have a 
multicultural school that maintains its ethos and its 

M
R 

SC
HR

O
D

ER



The Pretorian26

M
R 

SC
HR

O
D

ER
Tributes
traditions. Management structures were modifi ed to 
give probably the best management systems in any 
school and these have now become much imitated. 
In moments of false modesty, the headmaster likes to 
say that he has never had a novel idea in his life and 
that all innovations are imitations from elsewhere. 
Since many of the innovations were groundbreaking, 
I don’t know who he is trying to fool!

The greatest disaster that could have befallen this 
school would have been to conform to the “one size 
fi ts all” approach that has been the route to mediocrity 
for so many other schools. I would love to know how 
many offi cials in the education department have 
been told by Bill Schroder, “If it’s not broken don’t fi x 
it”! Not too many headmasters have successfully 
trod the fi ne line between doing what was expected 
under a new education dispensation and what was 
educationally sound and right for a school like this. 
The challenges came thick and fast: when boarding 
schools were abolished in this province, Boys High 
privatised theirs. When some of the music teachers 
were removed from the state payroll, we transferred 
them to ours. When admissions policies became a 
potential threat, concessions were negotiated.

Never failing to act decisively, the headmaster 
acted as a very real shield between a staff whose 
morale he has worked unfl aggingly to uphold and 
an education department hell bent on generating an 
endless stream of bureaucracy and red tape.

Holding out until sense prevailed has been 
worthwhile. We have survived long enough as a 
well-run state school to now benefi t fully from the 
“public benefi t” model that is now being proposed. 

Boys High has also avoided the path to an 
imbalanced institution thanks to our headmaster. 
The holistic education that we pride ourselves in 
maintaining is all too easy to lose in a society where 
too much emphasis is placed on one or other aspect 
of schooling, most commonly on sport. This is now 
prevalent in other schools where branding garments, 
buying players and offering sports scholarships have 
become more important than sportsmanship and a 
rounded education. One of the cornerstones of Bill 
Schroder’s headmastership has been never to lose 
sight of the fundamentals of a good basic education 
without the commercialization that has crept into 
schooling. It is dangerous to try and reduce all of 
this to one defi ning concept, but if one were to try, I 
would say that it has to be pragmatism. Doing what 
is right for the school, its staff and its pupils.

It is a point made many times before, but the 
headmaster seems to have access to a forty-eight 
hour day. The truth is that he has devoted the greater 
part of each day and each week to this school. His 
work ethic and dedication are of a kind that has 
become very rare in today’s society. This is all to the 
good because he eventually found himself running a 

very complex school. Complex because it is a hybrid 
school; complex because so much happens in this 
place and complex because you are dealing with a 
student body of over 1500, with a staff of almost two 
hundred and with a budget that now runs into the tens 
of millions. In those circumstances anyone would be 
forgiven for limiting their role to management. Yet 
it has been a hallmark of the headmaster that he has 
indeed had an open door policy. Without fail he has 
made time for boys and staff and all the challenges 
we have produced over the years, (and make no 
mistake the staff have often been more diffi cult 
than boys!). I don’t believe that any one of us here 
tonight has not benefi ted at one or other time from 
his kindness, wisdom and compassion. The boss can 
be a tough man but he always cares. Whether it has 
been on the level of professional issues or personal 
crises, you always knew that you would receive a 
sympathetic ear, sound advice and a strategy that 
will allow you to move forward without being lost 
to the school or to education.

You have to be a special person to look after the 
needs of a community this big and simultaneously 
take the same care with an individual. But then 
again, Bill Schroder is that special kind of person. 

As if leading Boys High was not enough of a 
challenge, Mr Schroder has had an infl uence way 
beyond the realms of this school. To mention but a 
few examples: He was instrumental in establishing 
an annual conference for boys’ schools in South 
Africa. A relationship of assistance has been built 
up with two township schools. He has served on the 
council of WHPS. An agreement with Eton College 
in England allows one Boys High matriculant each 
year to spend a year at that school. When you add all 
this up what you have is someone who is the ultimate 
patriot, someone who has never lost faith in people, 
in the value of education and in this country. His 
commitment to this school has never wavered and 
in these past few months despite all the additional 
functions arising from his retirement year, he has 
worked very much according to his own axiom that 
when about to leave you have to re-double your 
efforts. Probably the most important part of that has 
been in working with our governing body to fi nd a 
worthy successor. Everything would seem to indicate 
that in this they have been entirely successful and 
we are grateful for your role in this crucial process. 
While tonight is an opportunity for us as a staff to 
acknowledge what Mr Schroder has meant to us, let 
us not forget that one of the secrets of his success has 
been in not only being a headmaster for the boys but 
also a headmaster of the boys in terms of showing a 
very real understanding of them and all their foibles. 
One illustration of this is the issue, sometimes hotly 
debated in the school executive, of boys and their balls. 
While some of us may believe that boys and their balls 
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Staff Dinner and Farewell to Mr Schroder

1.  Support staff: the late Neil van 
Coller, Katrina Dodds, Yvonne 
Uys and Gail Bloemink

2.  The “Youngest Old Boy” by 
tradition has to speak, this year 
Cornelius Smit

3.  Master of Ceremonies: Dr Niel 
van der Watt

4.  Mr Illsley pays tribute to Mr and 
Mrs Schroder at the dinner

5. Sanna Napo and Ben Sithole
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would be best separated, Mr Schroder believes that 
they are inseparable. You can make of this what you 
will! To those dirty-minded individuals among you, 
I am of course referring to ball games in quads and 
elsewhere! But here the wisdom of Schroder prevails 
when he says that rather have a boy playing with a 
ball where you can see him, than being enveloped 
in a cloud of smoke somewhere on the koppie! The 
Boss also has the sometimes infuriating ability to deal 
with any boy and any problem. So when you take 
some youngster who has given you months of grief 
and who has just about everything imaginable wrong 
with him to the headmaster only to hear later that he 
is “the most fascinating boy”, you can understand 
why some of us despair of ever developing that kind 
of patience and wisdom!

Given his lifelong dedication to education it is only 
right that boys will continue to benefi t materially 
after his tenure as headmaster ends. For this reason, 
as from 2010, an annual full scholarship to this 
school will be awarded as the Schroder Scholarship 
and this is something we hope will be maintained 
in perpetuity. No previous headmaster has been 
honoured in this fashion and although we will at 
some point in the future obviously be naming other 
things in your honour, we would like to think that 
this gesture will remain close to your heart.

Of course, at the risk of sounding clichéd, behind 
every great man is a devoted and loving lady. The 
headmaster, and indeed this school, have been blessed 
to have Cherry Schroder as that lady. If one adds up 
all the highs and lows of twenty years, your support 
for the headmaster has been of immeasurable value. 
The headmaster has joked about the “mother of the 
nation” and the “fi rst lady of Boys High”. In private 
he talks about “Gabriel”, because she is an angel.

Needless to say her role has gone way beyond that 

of the headmaster’s wife. Although she has shunned 
the limelight, she has been a wonderful hostess, 
throwing open her home on numerous occasions to 
boys, staff and parents after school functions.

The fact that so many of the boys know her and 
love her is in itself a testimony to the countless hours 
she has spent at school sporting fi xtures and events 
on the cultural calendar. Behind the scenes, she has 
assisted the Old Boys Association, and she helped 
type part of the manuscript for the school’s history.

Thank you Cherry for all that you have meant to our 
headmaster, to the boys and to us. Your devotion to 
Boys High has been every bit as real as that of the boss. 

In a few weeks time, Boss, you will be offi cially 
retiring. Unoffi cially, I fear, that this will not be the 
case. Mr Schroder has suggested that he is 65 years 
old, going on 40 ! Many a true word is spoken in jest! 
Unfortunately, society and the state assign a forced 
retirement age which in some respects is more 
arbitrary than logical.

As most of you may know, sometime next year 
the head will take over duties at the Old Boys 
Association; he will launch a multi-million Rand 
fund raising drive to benefi t this school and he will 
almost certainly be involved with offering advice to 
other schools for years to come.

If I had my way he would be the next minister of 
education, but one thing is for sure – he will not be 
idle, and rightly so.

Mr Schroder, you have spent forty years 
in education. If the fi rst twenty years were an 
apprenticeship, then the last two decades have been 
as the master craftsman honing this school to what 
it is today. It has been time well spent and you can 
look back with an immense sense of achievement. I 
know that I speak for us all when I say, sir, that it has 
been a privilege. We thank you.

Henry Brink, a past pupil of Boys High taking the offi cial studio 
photographs of Mr Schroder in his study in November 2009. Images 

from this session are to be found on the cover and the tribute section of 
this magazine

The headmaster poses with the oil painting that was commissioned by 
a group of old boys and past governors of the school. The artist was 

Rupert Hanley, an ex-Springbok cricketer
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If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, Or walk with kings – nor lose the 
common touch – Rudyard Kipling, “If”

1.  Newly appointed headmaster in 1990, PBHS was Bill Schroder’s third 
headmastership after Rhodes High School and Pinelands High School, both in 
Cape Town

2. Many a true word spoken in jest?
3.  Mr Schroder, “the Boss”, speaking at his fi nal Final Matric Assembly in 2009, 

an occasion as emotional for him as it was for the Form Vs who were ending 
their time at the school

4.  A rare opportunity to interact in a relaxed fashion with “his boys”, in this case 
at one of the school’s fundraising “International Days”

5.  At a Remembrance Day service with Commander Andrew Auld, RN.
6.  The headmaster with Archbishop Desmond Tutu who was the Valediction guest 

speaker in 1997
7.  With a group of long-serving boarding house and kitchen staff in their year of 

retirement. Some of these men had worked at PBHS for over thirty years
8.  With South Africa’s fi rst astronaut, Mark Shuttleworth during his visit to 

PBHS
9.  Opening the cricket change room on Abernethy Field in 2008, one of a 

score of physical improvements made to the grounds during Mr Schroder’s 
headmastership
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To Serve Them All the Days of My Life – Title of a book about a school master

1.  Mr Schroder and his two predecessors, Mr Malcolm Armstrong 
and Mr Desmond Abernethy, photographed after a Valediction 
Ceremony in the early 1990s.

2.  The school’s centenary year in 2001 was a highlight of Mr 
Schroder’s headmastership. Here he addresses the biggest ever old 
boys dinner held in the UP sports hall

3.  No headmaster can survive without a supportive wife. Cherry 
Schroder played a discreet but hugely important role during her 
husband’s two decades as headmaster

4.  In the town of Rugby during the 1st XV tour to England in 1997, 
one of several sports tours that the Schroders accompanied

5.  With Jacques Kallis and two of the cricket scholarship boys from PBHS
6.  With Roy McAllister whose generosity made possible the 

construction of the water polo pool at Boys High
7.  The teaching staff of 2003: Mr Schroder worked with many 

combinations of deputies, heads of department and teachers during 
his twenty years at Boys High
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of Mr Bill Schroder (1990 – 2009) are illustrated 
below. This overview does not pretend to be 

defi nitive but is intended to give some hint of what 
was accomplished in these two decades.

The Schroder Legacy

1.  In order to make a larger school manageable and allow for improved pastoral care, the house system was expanded with four additional day 
houses (Abernethy, Armstrong, Matheson and Hofmeyr) and larger boarding houses

2.  One of a score of smaller building projects was the constructions of the cricket scoreboard with an electronic scoring system
3.  The cricket pavilion, now the Paul Sommerville pavilion, was upgraded during Mr Schroder’s tenure. This is the third incarnation of this 

building since the ground fl oor was originally built in the 1920s
4.  The expansion of the school to 1500 pupils including the expanded boarding houses. As a result around 330 juniors are admitted to the 

school each year. (The intake of 2008 is shown on their fi rst day.)

1
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1.  An expanded clothing shop was constructed alongside the squash courts to 
allow for an improved service to parents

2.  The return of the land and buildings of the Art, Ballet and Music School in 
the early 1990s, made possible the development of Pollock Campus with over 
twenty additional classrooms. This, in part, facilitated the expansion of the 
schools’ pupil numbers. Pollock Campus also housed another Schroder 
initiative for a few years, a bridging programme for pupils entering PBHS from 
previously disadvantaged primary schools.

3.  The school lake, Loch Armstrong, was landscaped and became the most 
attractive part of the grounds

4.  The construction of the Central Dining Hall made possible the expansion of the 
three boarding houses (because of the space that was freed by kitchens and pantries) 
and also provided for a central catering facility for many other functions, including 
old boys reunion dinners and sports dinners

5.  A rugby pavilion and an additional rugby/cricket fi eld was added in a deal with a local property developer that needed to dump large 
quantities of soil from a building site close to Boys High

6.  Following the donation of the farm Maretlwane and the Castle Gorge in the western Magaliesberg by Advocate Francois Junod, a Bush School 
was developed that allows groups of Form II pupils to spend a term at this unique facility

7.  The school’s water polo pool was constructed thanks to the generosity of an old boy donor. This dedicated pool did much to boost the 
popularity of the sport

8.  An additional sports fi eld (on the left) names Mulvenna Field laid out in the south-eastern corner of the grounds was a further project that 
benefi ted from a building contractor who needed to dispose of a large volume of soil. The changerooms on Abernethy Field were added in 
2008, made possible by old boy donations

9.  An important sporting amenity is the artifi cial hockey fi eld which was built on the Hill Field during Mr Schroder’s tenure and upgraded to 
a new surface just before his retirement

1 2 3
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Parents Association Farewell
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1.  Head Prefect Matt Currie chats to James Orr before the offi cial entrance 
of the Headmaster and his wife

2.  The Parents’ Association also used the occasion to thank Mrs Lorna 
Ferreira for three decades of service to the school and the PA, including 
the role she played in organising matric dances during much of that 
period. Mr Bryce Blum expresses the appreciation of boys and parents

3.  Parents start to arrive for the large Parents’ Association cocktail party 
held in the Abernethy Hall on 13 November 2009. The Dixie Band 
provided the background music. Over one hundred images of Mr 
Schroder’s two decades as headmaster were projected onto the screen

4.  Mr and Mrs Schroder enter the specially decorated hall for the cocktail 
party in their honour

5. James Orr pipes Mr and Mrs Schroder into the hall
6.  Part of the decorations for the hall – a cartoon originally used in the 

school newspaper
7.  Mr and Mrs Schroder were presented with a travel voucher for 

R100 000 made possible by the contribution of parents past and present to 
a fund that would show their gratitude for the decades of service to PBHS 
by Mr Schroder. Some luggage for their travels was also provided!

8. Parents signing the tribute book in the foyer of the main building
9.  Mr Bryce Blum, chairman of the Parents’ Association welcomes and 

thanks the Schroders on behalf of all parents
10.  Mr Schroder thanks the parents for their generosity and the Parents’ 

Association for all its work in making possible the farewell function
11.  Most parents who attended the function took the opportunity to thank 

the Schroders in person

8
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One of the special events arranged as part of 
the farewell to Mr Schroder was a gathering 
of head prefects from 1990 to the present. It 

would be wrong to call this a reunion as many had 
never met before, spanning as they do a period of 
twenty years. Much of the legwork that made this 
unique event a reality was done by Jason Webber who 
was head prefect in 2008. Eighteen of the “Schroder 
head boys” came together on Thursday 5 November 
and after meeting for drinks in the Mulvenna Room, 

a dinner was enjoyed at a local restaurant. The next 
morning most of these men were on stage at Friday 
assembly with three paying tribute to Mr Shcroder 
in speeches and others doing parts of the devitional 
portion of the assembly. 

Of all the events arranged during 2009 to pay 
homage to the Schroder legacy, this assembly 
probably captured people’s imagination more than 
any other event. Certainly Mr Schroder himself kept 
saying that he felt it was like being in a dream.

Head Prefects Gathering
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Schroder Head Prefects Assembly: Friday 6 
November

Speakers: Neil Cutting (1990)
 Anton Lategan (1992)
 John Smit (1996)
 Nick Ferreira (1997)
Bible reading: Doug Saxby (2003)
School prayer: Robert Schmickl (1995)
Benediction: Robert Ferguson (2004)

1. Trevor Bannatyne, Tom Rundle, Mark Grondel, Robert Ferguson and Devon Light
2.  Mr and Mrs Schroder enjoy the company of head prefects whose terms of offi ce collectively spanned two full decades. Seen here are John Smit, 

David Clark and Dane Blignaut
3. Anton Lategan, Robert Schmickl, Neil Cutting, Ian Koller, John Smit and Kyriacos Floudiotis
4.  Nineteen of Mr Schroder’s head prefects together on the evening of 5 November 2009. They are (Back Row L-R:) Devon Light (2002); Mark 

Grondel (2000); Neil Cutting (1990); Mr Schroder (1990 – 2009); Tom Rundle (2001); Jason Webber (2008); Dr Ian Koller (1994); Anton 
Lategan (1992); Greg Fisher (1993); John Smit (1996); Trevor Bannatyne (1998); Dane Blignaut (2006). (Front Row L-R): Doug Saxby 
(2003); Rob Ferguson (2004); Adam Rundle (2007); Kyriacos Floudiotis (2009); Matthew Currie (2010); Robert Schmickl (1995); (Dr Nick 
Ferreira (1997) and David Clark (2005).
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Address By Neil Cutting (Head Prefect: 1990) To 
The School Assembly On Friday 6 November 2009

Mr and Mrs Schroder, Mr Illsley, honoured 
guests, ladies and gentlemen and boys… 
it is indeed a great privilege and an 

honour for me to be standing here representing the 
old boys of 1990 who I must tell you are fl ung far 
and wide across the globe. From San Francisco to 
Adelaide Australia, London to Cape Town, New 
York, Singapore, Hong Kong and all manner of city, 
town and village in between. All, I believe are doing 
their best to build lives and families that would 
make you proud and many are doing so right here 
on the doorstep of Abernethy Hall. Mr Hassenkamp 
and I recently embarked upon arranging the 20 year 
on reunion dinner for the class of 1990 and Facebook 
has been a revelation. Whatever support or criticism 
you may level at these web applications, one thing 
I am certain of is that our future history together 
as old boys, teachers, staff and housemasters of 
this school will be all the richer and stronger for 
the opportunity the likes of Facebook afford us in 
staying ‘connected’.

But I digress .. the enormous calibre and quality of 
men sitting beside me reminds me of the reason we, 
the past head prefects of your school, have joined 
me this morning. We are here to participate in the 
festival or private and public farewell to Bill and 
Cherry Schroder that has no doubt characterised 
these past months in the life of the school. Happily 
for us this is our second opportunity to toast their 
very considerable and rich contribution, having 
spent last evening together in fellowship before fi ne 
food and fi ne wine. You will be hearing from a lucky 
group of four of us today and we hope to bring you 
something of our experience of and heart for the 
‘Boss’. We have not sought to collaborate too closely 
or to tune to fi nely or edit to cleverly our collage of 
thoughts but rather as Mr Einstein put it:

“In the interest of clearness, it appeared to us 
inevitable that we may repeat ourselves frequently, 
without paying the slightest attention to the elegance of 
the presentation.”

So we apologise in advance if you hear repetition 
in what we have to say or if you’ve come here 
this morning to hear some clever sound bites. 
What we can offer you however, is personal and 
therefore trustworthy – the contents of our letters 
of appreciation and thanks to the Schroders written 
over the past few days. I must salute Mr Illsley’s 
wisdom in limiting each of our presentations to a 
maximum of fi ve to six minutes and if such brevity 

suggests to you a lack of respect for the length and 
quality of Mr Schroder’s service to our school, I 
would ask you to consider the words of Blaise Pascal 
(the acclaimed 17th century French mathematician, 
physicist and theologian):

“I have made this letter longer than usual, because I 
lack the time to make it short.”

Rest assured we have had up to twenty years of 
refl ection to get to the nub, the essence and clarity 
of thought on this matter which in the end I hope 
you will all agree was so much better than some 
rambling insincere discourse. And on that note let 
me begin my letter …

High Holburn
London

26 October 2009

Dear Bill and Cherry
All this talk of farewell and I can’t help but feel that 
in many ways this is just a new beginning. It’s hard 
for me to ever imagine the two of you just quietly 
disappearing or exiting off stage left – there is just 
too much in the way of character, hope, love for each 
other and for others, honour received and honour 
given, for retirement in the worst sense of the word, 
to pen a full stop after the Bill and Cherry Schroder 
legacy. The temptation, as an old boy, is to treat 
you as my memorable possession, an article of the 
rich history of my School which I so treasure. But to 
do so would be a mistake. You have reached more 
than just our lives. I am excited that we will have 
the privilege of your presence here and across the 
world in your forthcoming ambassadorial role but I 
feel sure that we may well hear more about the great 
and the good, the big and the small ways that your 
combined experience, wisdom and hospitality will 
reach beyond Roper Street, Brooklyn.

I’ve asked myself this question at least a dozen 
times since the idea of the Head Prefects’ dinner 
was mooted: “Why after just one school year and 
nearly twenty years of life beyond, do I cherish 
this Headmaster?” The answers I have found are 
all personal and begin with that most noble of 
qualities … honour. From the very fi rst day that 
we met I have always felt your profound sense of 
respect and acceptance of who I am as a person. 
There never seemed to be any doubt in your mind 
that I could make a difference and achieve things in 
life. The strength of that conviction I felt then and 
continue to feel now. It has at times not allowed 
me to think anything less of myself and for that I 
am truly grateful. Second, but only by the way 
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Head Prefects Gathering
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to think, and rightly so, that twenty years ago we 
welcomed the Schroders into the history and fabric 
of Pretoria Boys High family, but with hindsight it 
is plain to see now that you were indeed welcoming 
us into the very heart of your lives. In a country and 
a world at times overrun by xenophobia or the fear 
of the stranger, such hospitality was and is a rare 
and overwhelming gift. And yet, I left the School at 
the end of 1990 anxious for its future. The political 
and cultural landscape of the country was changing 

rapidly and my School had a new custodian of the 
traditions and values I held so dear. What would 
become of her in these new hands? Beyond a 
shadow of doubt, I believe that you have held and 
faithfully discharged that trust that we all placed in 
you and our School is all the better for knowing Bill 
and Cherry Schroder.

With fondest regards

Neil Cutting
Head Prefect 1990

1.  “It’s that man …!” Much excitement 
amongst junior boarders as word 
spreads that John Smit is at the school 
late one afternoon for the head prefects’ 
gathering

2.  Doug Saxby chats to Mr and Mrs 
Schroder

3.  Neil Cutting, the fi rst head prefect to 
serve under Mr Schroder, addresses the 
Friday assembly on 6 November

4.  Mr Schroder and head prefects from 
1990 to 2009 on stage in what is a 
unique gathering in the history of the 
school
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Address by Nick Ferreira (head prefect: 1997) to the 
school assembly on Friday 6 November 2009

This is not the fi rst time I have spoken after 
South Africa’s most successful and most-
capped Springbok Rugby Captain, John 

Smit. We won the Junior Inter-House Debating 
Championships together in 1994 and Smitty told me 
last night that he’s experienced since has lived up to 
that moment of glory.

As the youngest of today’s speakers, I’ve been 
asked to speak last. I’m sure you’ve all heard plenty 
of tributes during the course of this year from a 
variety of people. But this group is a little bit special: 
one representative for each of the Schroders’ years 
at this great school; each of us standing for our 
year; together representing over 4 000 boys who 
passed through Boys High during the reign of the 
Schroders.

The common thread last night at the reunion 
dinner of past head prefects was the impact that the 
Schroders had on all of us, as individuals and on the 
life of the school. As head prefects we all worked 
closely with Mr Schroder, and he touched all our 
lives in one way or another. But I believe that no 
other appointment could possibly have changed any 
of his other head prefects’ lives as radically as mine 
did.

I have to admit, I was a bit of a gamble. By the 
time I reached Form 4, I wasn’t in any of the fi rst 
sports team. I wasn’t a top academic. I didn’t star in 
the school play. My primary distinction was having 
been rather spectacularly apprehended by the police 
after bunking out of hostel to try to steal fl ags during 
the 1995 Rugby World Cup. I guess you could say I 
had showed a kind of leadership, but not the kind 
that the school needed.

But Mr Schroder saw some potential there, and 
he took a chance on me. I like to believe that gamble 
paid off. During 1997, I learnt about leadership, 
managements, politics, respect. We attended funerals 
together. We delivered speeches at the same dinners. 
We dealt with crises together. And despite the 
loneliness of that year, I never felt isolated because 
I could always talk to Bill and Cherry, usually over 
dinner at their house.

He also taught diplomacy. I was at a braai in 
London a couple of years go, with a couple of mates 

from Boys High and we were talking about the 
future of the school after Mr Schroder leaves, and 
one of the guys there said, “He’s a legend. Part of the 
fabric of a great school.” Mr Schroder had expelled 
this gentleman in our Form 3 year for bringing a gun 
to school. He fi nished his matric at The Glen. It says 
something about Mr Schroder’s diplomatic skills 
that this guy would talk about him in that way. But 
it also says something about his integrity: if you act 
with integrity and honesty, even people who should 
despise you will respect you. That just about sums 
up the Boss.

I remember the time Mr and Mrs Schroder insisted 
on having me and my new girlfriend to dinner. She 
was the Head Girl of Girls’ High, quite uptight, and 
it took lots of work to get her to go out with me – 
this was early on, so we were both quite nervous. As 
the evening progressed I noticed my date squirming 
every time she took a sip of her wine, and holding her 
napkin up to her front. I also noticed the Schroders 
becoming less and less composed every time this 
happened. Turns out Mr Schroder had obtained a 
prank glass with concealed holes below the rim that 
spilled win down her front every time she took a sip 
and put at my date’s place at the table. That was a 
small incident, but for me it says so much about the 
Schroders: that a sense of humour is essential in this 
world, that you shouldn’t take yourself too seriously, 
that the only way to stay sane and human when you 
work in a stressed job is to be able to laugh. I also 
learned to check my crockery thoroughly at future 
dinners.

Most important, the position allowed me to start 
to really believe in myself. As if he hadn’t done 
enough, for years after I left school, Mr Schroder told 
my father he thought I should apply for a Rhodes 
Scholarship. I would never have done so without his 
suggestion, and again it was a defi ning decision, one 
which gave me the opportunity to study at Oxford 
for fi ve years. So, to an enormous extent, much of 
the success and happiness in my life is due to Mr 
Schroder. More than that, much of my personal 
identity is due to him.

He must have been thanked many times during 
the course of 2009 for his impact on thousands of 
lives. But I just want to thank him for his impact on 
mine. It was tremendous, so signifi cant that it is hard 
to put into words.
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On the day that was meant to see the 
last fixture of the 2009 rugby season 
being played against Grey College, a 

luncheon was organised to pay tribute to Mr 
Schroder. A ‘flu epidemic put paid to the fixture 
but allowed for a relaxed function at which most 

of the past coaches 
of the School’s 1st 

XV were present 
together with the 
current team.

Rugby Farewell
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1. Mr Schroder speaking at the luncheon: memories of teams, tours, triumphs and tribulations
2. Mr Greg Hassenkamp, 1st XV coach and organiser of the farewell lunch for Mr Schroder from the rugby fraternity
3. Mrs Deirdre Hickman, Mr Norman MacFarland and Mr Paul Anthony were among those present
4. Mr Anthony holding forth on rugby and how he added to the grey hairs of the Headmaster
5. Members of the 1st XV with Mr Mike Housdon who coached most of them at junior level
6. The ultimate supporter is recognised for twenty years of loyalty to the sport
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School House Room Naming
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1.  Parents, staff and boys welcome Mr and Mrs Schroder to School 
House on 26 November 2009

2.  Head Prefect of School House, Vincent Ramantsima, Senior 
Housemaster Mr Dan Harvey and the Headmaster, Mr Bill 
Schroder in the foyer of School House at the start of the naming 
ceremony

3.  Mr Schroder unveils the plaque naming the inner “prep room” in 
his honour

4.  Boys of School House and Matron Margaret Grey attending the 
naming ceremony.

5. The Headmaster thanks School House for bestowing this honour
6.  The newly-completed playing fi eld for School House was also opened 

on the same evening
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At the start of the year, we welcomed a 
number of new staff into the Boys High 
family. Mr Daniel Harvey (Maths and Life 

Orientation) moved into School House as the new 
Senior Housemaster, with his family. We were also 
happy to have the following teachers on board: one of 
our recently qualifi ed learnership students, Mr Ryan 
O'Donoghue (Old Boy, Geography), Mrs Denise 
Roode (Head of Information Technology), Mrs Marina 
Petrou (English), Mr Cornelius Smit (Old Boy, EMS), 
Miss Elzaan Smuts (Mathematics), Mr Stephen van 
Niekerk (Old Boy, Life Orientation), Mrs Lilla Coetzee 
(part-time Maths), Mrs Pat Kroeger (part-time Maths), 
Miss Anne McLaren (Visual Arts) and Miss Jeanne 
van der Merwe who replaced Mrs Annette Floor at 
Maretlwane and whom we welcomed back to the 
School. In addition, Mr Sean Steenkamp joined the 
English Department as a part-time administrative 
assistant and Mrs Debra Ehlers was the newly 
appointed person in the Finance Department. We are 
very happy to have them on board.

It wasn't long before we said our fi rst farewell. 
Mrs Jenni Wallace became the Catering Manageress 
in October 1995, not long after the opening of the 
central dining room. In effect, she made the facility 
what it is today, a well-run, busy dining room 
which, apart from catering for ±1400 meals per day 
for the boarders and boarding staff, also caters for 
numerous sports and cultural dinners, sporting 
and other functions and Old Boys Reunions. She 
managed a loyal, well trained staff and there was 
nothing that was too much trouble for them under 
her watchful eye. She left us on 31 January; we thank 
her for what she achieved and wish her a healthy, 
happy rest. We were very pleased to have appointed 
Ms Steffani Krüger who has had a baptism of fi re 
in this the Headmaster's retirement year. She has 
catered for a number of farewell functions and come 
through with fl ying colours. We hope her stay will 
be a long and happy one.

Then the end of February saw us bidding farewell 
to Llewellyn Shepperson who joined the School 
in March 1993 as the Bursar and retired at the end 
of February. The quintessential gentleman, Mr 
Shepperson not only delivered loyal service to the 
School over this period of sixteen years but became 
an avid supporter of all things to do with Boys High. 
He worked closely with the SGB Finance Committee 
and included many other unrelated tasks into his 
day. He was utterly trustworthy, loyal, willing, 
friendly, courteous and, a keen sports affi cionado, 
was always happy to exchange views on either the 
Boys High or national rugby and cricket teams. We 
thank him for his sterling service to the School and 
wish him and Margie a very happy and healthy 

retirement.
Mrs Melanie de Kock (Mathematics), who 

taught in both part and full-time posts for fi ve 
years, understandably, but sadly, decided to move 
to St Paulus Primary School where her two young 
sons started their schooling. The positive spin on 
this is that fi rstly, she will ensure the St Paulus 
boys quickly adhere to the Boys High cricketing 
credo and, secondly, her boys will progress to high 
school – Boys High, we presume – and hopefully she 
may then return. A positive, friendly, professional 
teacher, she is missed by her colleagues and her 
pupils; we wish her good fortune in her move.

Mrs Gail Bloemink also left at the end of Term 
1, having joined the administrative staff in August 
1979 and having been the Headmaster's secretary 
since January 1990. It is an undeniable truth that 
the position of Headmaster's Secretary is probably 
the most important position in a School and Gail 
fi lled this with great distinction. She was a secretary 
par excellence and her work ethic, loyalty and 
commitment were unparalleled. 

Gail Bloemink's service to Boys High can never 
be adequately chronicled. Suffi ce it to say it was 
exceptional and she retired in the knowledge that 
she left with the sincere gratitude of a grateful School 
community, tens of thousands of Old Boys and Past 
Parents and a deeply grateful Headmaster. We wish 
her and her family health and happiness in a truly 
well-deserved retirement.

Mrs Katrina Dodds was appointed the 
Headmaster's Secretary with effect from 1 March 
and we wish her a happy career at Boys High.

At the end of April, Mrs Estelle van Schie, Head 
of Accounting at Boys High since 1989, accepted 
a position as Accounting Subject Advisor with 
the Gauteng Department of Education. A deeply 
caring teacher, scores of current and past pupils 
owe her a great debt of gratitude. However, here, 
too, there is an upside to our loss as Mrs van Schie 
will undoubtedly make a considerable contribution 
sharing her knowledge with teachers who can only 
benefi t from her experience. In thanking her for her 
remarkable service to Boys High, we wish her well 
for her continued service to education.

We were extremely fortunate to acquire the 
services of Mr Peter Noonan, who had returned 
from a short stint overseas, to replace Mr Southwood 
who, in turn, replaced Mrs van Schie until the end of 
this year. Thank you!

At the end of Term 2, Mr Piero Botha decided to 
move to Grace College in KwaZulu Natal where he 
assumed a more senior position. A senior Geography 
Teacher for 32 years and an assistant Housemaster 
in Solomon House, his contribution, both in and 
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outside the classroom, is appreciated. In thanking 
Mr Botha for his loyal service to the School, we wish 
him and his family much happiness in their new 
environment.

We are extremely grateful to Mrs Sharon Harvey 
who took up the reins at the start of Term 3 and 
agreed to assist us in Mr Botha's post until the end 
of the year. 

Sr Christian had much to celebrate in September 
when we welcomed Sister Carol Stockwell from Port 
Elizabeth as our second Sanatorium Sister. Sr Christian's 
wider contribution to the School is signifi cant – one 
only needs to have read in the Pretoria News recently 
of one of our First Aid boys who saved a young man 
from drowning, to realise this B and now with Sr 
Stockwell at her side they make a formidable team. 
We again thank Sister Sandy Stokes for her gentle, 
compassionate help over many years and wish her a 
well-earned "proper" retirement at last.

At the end of 2009 a number of staff will be 
leaving. Mrs Lilla Coetzee, an old friend in the 
Mathematics department, happily returned to Boys 
High as a part-time teacher in July 2008 after many 
years being a wife and mother. A no-nonsense, 
hard-working Mathematics teacher extraordinaire, 
we feel extremely fortunate to have had her services 
again and, in thanking her, we feel we should warn 
her that her telephone number is on our speed dial! 

Mr Steve van Niekerk, an Old Boy, joined the staff 
in July 2008 as a part-time teacher and moved into a 
full-time position in January in the Life Orientation 

Department. He is a charming, intelligent young 
man who has proved to be an excellent teacher and 
role model to the boys. He embarks on his Masters 
Degree next year and, in wishing him well and 
thanking him for his service, we do express the wish 
that he may return some day.

Another member of staff who is to continue 
studying is Ms Eileen Donaldson who leaves to do 
her doctorate full-time. Ms Donaldson joined the 
English Department in April 2007. The boys quickly 
realised she was more than a match for them and 
respected her considerable subject knowledge. 
A caring tutor to the junior boys and a friendly 
colleague, we thank her for her contribution and 
wish her well with her studies.

Mr Mark Southwood, an Old Boy (class of 
1990) joined the staff in January 1997. Armed with 
a B.Com and a B.A. (Honours) degree, it quickly 
became apparent that not only had we acquired an 
Accounting teacher but also someone who could, 
and did, become the Head of the Life Orientation 
Department. First as a young single Housemaster 
and then as a married Senior Housemaster who 
added to the complement of boys with his own two 
sons, he gave considerable service to Rissik House. 
However, I think it would be fair to say that his 
passion is for the game of squash and he is a canny, 
knowledgeable coach who imparted all the tricks 
of the trade and his enthusiasm to the boys, in the 
process ensuring that Boys High continues to be one 
of the top squash schools in the country. An amiable, 
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Academic Staff

Front Row L–R: A van Wyk, J Lombard, D Wright, J Tucker, D Harvey, M Badenhorst, G Hassenkamp, B Schroder (Headmaster),
J Illsley, C MacBride, M Smith, M Smuts, C MacDonald, A Matthews, P Franken.

Second Row L–R: L Georgiades, T Ronga, T Randall, S Harvey, D Roode, E Smuts, A McLaren, H Donaldson, A Robinson, M Petrou, B 
Bopape, E Donaldson, D Albers, P Kroeger, C Chrisodoulou, C Zietsman. 

Third Row L–R: P Ewart-Phipps, R Köhne, A de Kock, G Wroth, J van der Merwe, M Armstrong, S Singh, M Prinsen, E Müller, T Millar, 
L Kloppers, H Gioia, E Ellinghaus, A Floor, Y Reyburn, H Coetzee, C Fielding, C Dowra, J Kelly, A Steyn. 

Fourth Row L–R: J Page, C Smit, P Noonan, K Mansfi eld, P Vlag, A van Straten, A Theron, L Ferreira, E Dreyer, L McEvoy, J Holliday, 
M MacDonald, S Ward, N van der Watt.

Back Row L–R: S van Niekerk, K Petje, L Keeton, S Black, R O’Donoghue, M Barrett, M SouthWood, H Stuart, L Randall, H Dorlas, G du 
Plessis, R Blackmore, M Moodley, K McEvoy, H Baptiste, L van Reenen.
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be sorely missed (although he will continue to coach 
the fi rst squash side) as he follows his dream of 
becoming a fully qualifi ed psychologist. To this end 
he will get to grips with a Masters Degree in 2010 in 
which we wish him much success. Our best wishes 
accompany him, his wife and their two young boys.

Mrs Sandy Black also leaves us to follow a dream 
B that of counselling and giving remedial teaching 
to young people who are in need of these particular 
services. She came to Boys High in January 1996 as 
a Biology teacher and, inevitably, applied for the 
position of Head of the Biology Department – a 
position she has occupied with conspicuous success. 
A caring tutor for many years, she also started 
climbing as a sport at Boys High with her husband, 
Patrick, in the face of some fairly stiff challenges, it 
must be said. However, now a fully fl edged, popular 
sport, Boys High has climbed (excuse the pun!) to 
the top of the ladder being the top climbing school 
in the country. Her strength, strong faith and high 
principles helped her through huge personal tragedy 
and she has been an example of these values to us 
all. We thank Mrs Black for her service and wish her 
and her family peace, happiness and success.

It is diffi cult to express in words what Mrs Lorna 
Ferreira has meant to this School since she started 
as a young Afrikaans teacher in 1973, thirty seven 
years ago. She has set the fi nest example to the boys 

and her colleagues in all her dealings with them – 
utterly professional, always dignifi ed, hardworking, 
caring and intensely loyal. An excellent Head of 
the Afrikaans Department, she ensured the smooth 
running of it with the minimum of fuss and in all 
her roles outside the classroom over these years, 
and there were many, she quietly ensured they were 
effi ciently executed; one was hardly aware that these 
responsibilities had taken place and one never needed 
to look over her shoulder. She has touched the lives 
of thousands of boys over the years B one only has to 
see the affection with which she is met at Old Boys' 
reunions to realise this B and on their behalf we 
say "Thank you, Mevrou." You will go down in the 
annals of Boys High as one of the truly great teachers 
– loved, respected and remembered. May you enjoy a 
well-earned, happy and healthy retirement.

And unbelievable as it may seem, our fi nal 
farewell this year is to our Headmaster, Mr Bill 
Schroder. How does one describe the enormity of 
the impact he has made, and where does one start? 
Almost without exception, all visitors remark on the 
stately buildings and extensive grounds but what 
impresses one and all is their magnifi cent condition. 
This does not happen by accident. If one follows 
the Headmaster around the estate, what strikes one 
is the number of boys who suddenly bob up and 
down; no, not a bow but a litter pick-up! If you send 
a ball crashing through a window, well, it's not the 

Non-academic Staff
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end of the world but fi x it! Scuffed and dirty walls 
Y paint them; tiles falling from the roof Y replace 
them; a few extra cents in the coffers Y plant a tree 
or 100; a few rand to donate Y renovate, no, re-build 
a pavilion on Abernethy. He has eyes in the back of 
his head and they never stop roaming!

Someone who has the uncanny ability to see to 
the root of a problem and come up with an instant 
solution, the Headmaster nevertheless has implicit 
trust in those around him and he increased and built 
on a solid management structure giving many of his 
staff the opportunity to grow both professionally and 
personally in various leadership roles. However, this 
does not imply that his door was not always open to 
them for advice; it was and they used him freely and 
frequently as an advisor, a counsellor, a sounding 
board or just for a chat.

Parents, too, were made welcome through various 
events and functions he introduced and they were 
encouraged to be involved in their sons' lives at the 
School where they found a sympathetic ear and 
sound advice; in fact, many became personal friends 
of both the Headmaster and his wife.

However, I don't think anyone would take it amiss 
if one was to say that it was the boys he truly loved. 
They were the heart of the School and they were in the 
heart of the man. Good boys, bad boys, athletic boys, 
frail boys, tall boys, short boys Y they were his boys.

A more detailed tribute will be found elsewhere 
in this edition of the Pretorian and we thank the 
Headmaster and his wonderfully supportive wife, 

Cherry, for sharing twenty years of their lives with 
Boys High. God speed.

The following appointments come into effect in 
January: Mr Simon Anderson (English), Mr Derik 
Botha (Afrikaans), Mr Justin Cook (Old Boy – Maths 
and Physical Science), Mr Pieter de Wet (Physical 
Science), Mr Oliver Field (English), Ms Sarah Heuer 
(English), Mr Wesley Koekemoer (Old Boy – Maths 
and Physical Science), Ms Melissa Müller (German 
and English), Mr Robert Orr (Old Boy -English), Mr 
Hendrik Rust (Accounting) and Mr John Webber (Old 
Boy -Geography). We hope they will all be very happy 
here. We are also particularly delighted to welcome 
Mrs Anthea le Roux back into the Maths department.

The following promotions come into effect in 
January 2010 and we offer our warm congratulations 
to: Mrs Annchen Matthews, Head of Afrikaans, 
Mrs Helene Donaldson, Head of Life Orientation, 
Mrs Elaine Muller, Head of Life Sciences and Ms 
Christelle Zietsman, Head of Accounting.

Sadly, we recorded the shocking death of Mr Dan 
Momba at Maretlewane. Our deepest sympathy is 
extended to his family and friends.

Miss Taryn Fairall and Mr Lionel Randall 
celebrated their wedding in June B happily not in 
the waterpolo pool. May they have a long and happy 
future together.

Richard and Kate Köhne, Ben Mathebela and 
his wife and Jocelyn and Ilse Tucker were blessed 
by the arrival of Dax, Katlego and Ben respectively. 
May they each bring their families much joy. 
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Lorna Ferreira
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Sandy Black

It is impossible to pay tribute to someone who has given 
37 years of selfl ess and exceptional service to Pretoria 
Boys High School in a few paragraphs but I shall do so 
to an undeniable "Mrs Chips", Lorna Ferreira. 

In 1973,Mr Desmond Abernethy appointed Miss 
Lorna Odendaal as an Afrikaans teacher and what 
a splendid appointment he made. During that year, 
Miss Odendaal married Christo Ferreira and apart 
from short spells of absence when she had her three 
children, Mrs Ferreira has been at Boys High until 
her retirement at the end of 2009. In doing so she 
joins an elite group of teachers who taught at Boys 
High under three Headmasters. 

Mrs Ferreira taught Afrikaans with conspicuous 
success to boys at all levels. She rarely, if ever raised 
her voice and yet her discipline was outstanding as 
the boys respected her for her subject knowledge and 
knew that she cared about them. On the retirement of 
Mrs Rita Bigalke at the end of 1991, Mrs Ferreira was 
appointed as Head of Afrikaans. Her leadership of 
this large Department was inspirational and during 
her tenure the Afrikaans Department produced 
outstanding results both internally and at the Matric 
level. She was instrumental in introducing Afrikaans 
as a First Language for a select group of boys and here 
too, the results were outstanding. Highly organised 
and administratively meticulous, the Department was 
run magnifi cently and with the minimum of fuss. 

While many hundreds, if not thousands of boys 
owe Mrs Ferreira a debt of gratitude in the classroom, 
she will undoubtedly be remembered and loved by 
the senior boys for her incredible organization of 

decades of Matric dances, 
Valentine's Day, the Matric 
garment and the Matric 
group photographs. All 
these functions mean a great 
deal to Form Five boys and 
they were executed with 
grace, style, caring and as 
always no drama and fuss. 
Her own elegant appearance 
at the Matric Dance set a 
tone that resulted in an evening which few if any 
schools could emulate. I join hundreds of Old Boys 
in expressing deep appreciation for her care and 
concern in the Form Five year. 

As a colleague, Lorna set a wonderful example of 
true professionalism in all she did. She kept an eye 
on the ladies Dress Code and ran the Staff Tea Fund 
and the gifts for leaving staff with the same care, 
concern and attention to detail as she did everything 
else. A tribute to Lorna would be incomplete without 
thanking Christo for his support, particularly in the 
early hours of the morning after Socials and the Matric 
Dance. Her service as one of the Staff representatives 
on the Parents' Association over many years was also 
greatly appreciated by the parents. 

We wish Mrs Ferreira a wonderful, well-deserved 
retirement in the knowledge that her service has 
touched the lives of thousands and for that she will 
be remembered with gratitude and deep affection. 

WE Schroder 

Pretoria Boys High has had to say “goodbye” or 
hopefully ‘au revoir’ to a dedicated, passionate and 
humble member of staff, Sandy Black. Fourteen 
years of outstanding service (1996 – 2009) came to an 
end when Sandy Black decided to leave the formal 
teaching profession.

Former Head of Department, Gary Collins, 
head-hunted her when a part time Biology post 
was created in 1996 to meet the demands of the 
increasing numbers of boys choosing to take Biology 
as a subject. When Gary eventually left PBHS to 
emigrate to Australia, Sandy was appointed as Head 
of Department and successfully ran the department 
since then. She was one of the fi rst HOD’s to introduce 
a “Bosberaad”, taking the department away over a 
weekend so that planning for the next year could 
be done. Of course there was time out so that we 
as a department could socialise… this contributed 
to Life Sciences being one of the most functional and 
well run departments. 

Her most impressive resumé did justice to her 

being appointed as Head of Department of Biology/
Life Sciences. Sandy matriculated at Northlands 
High School for Girls and then went on to complete 
her Bachelor of Science Degree (majoring in Botany 
and Microbiology) and teaching diploma at Natal 
University. Following the completion of her studies, 
she taught at George Campbell Boys High School 
in Durban and then at Pietermaritzburg Girls High 
School. 

In 1985 she completed a higher diploma in 
librarianship at Rhodes University and then worked 
for the CSIR, fi rst as an Information Retrieval Offi cer 
(no wonder no pupil could ever hoodwink Mrs 
Black! ) then as a liaison offi cer for the Antarctic 
Research Programme. She also did editorial work 
for educational books to be used in conjunction 
with computer software. During 1990 – 1995 Sandy 
resumed her teaching career on a part-time basis at 
a Business College and thereafter at Willowridge 
High School. 

During all her years as a teacher, Sandy had a 
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Mark Southwood
rare, natural gift of being 
able to counsel boys who 
had social problems and 
help those with learning 
diffi culties. Her additional 
qualifi cations in various 
counselling and theological 
courses enabled her to 
help countless number 
of pupils. This led to her 
being inspired once again 
to further her studies in 

the direction of trauma 
counselling and teaching boys to study using their 
own learning style. Sandy intends starting her own 
counselling business from home.

Sandy’s involvement in the extra-mural 
programme of the school involved coaching hockey 
at 4th team level and offi ciating at all athletic 
meetings, but her great passion was the Climbing 
Club. As a lady who fought for what she deemed 
fair and right, she convinced the sport’s offi ce and 
Mr Schroder that climbing should be recognised as 
a sport (strange as it may seem, climbing in the early 
years was seen as a cultural activity). 

As a result of Sandy and her husband Patrick’s 
enthusiasm, the Climbing Club has grown from 
the initial ten members to the present fi fty. For the 
fi rst time Colours, based on national criteria, were 
awarded. Both Patrick and Sandy offered up many 
weekends to take the boys climbing so that they 
could gain experience and many of the boys now 
compete at Provincial and National levels. Climbing 

fi nally achieved its rightful place as a sport that has 
brought kudos to the school. The praise and respect 
Sandy gets from her climbing boys is never ending. 
Boys love her and hail her as an expert. 

Who will forget the Form IV camps? Because of 
her love for the outdoors, Sandy attended most of 
them and she and her husband introduced abseiling 
as one of the activities in which the boys had to 
participate. Thereafter, Sandy and Mrs Albers took 
over the job of cooking for 300 Form IV pupils. Never 
has the food tasted so good. 

Even though she was running the department and 
Climbing Club, Sandy found the time and energy to 
train and complete two Comrades Marathons and 
two Two Oceans Marathons. There were also other 
events, the 94.7 Cycling Race; the Midmar Mile swim 
and various other marathons around the country 
where we, as a group of sporting friends, participated. 
Sandy was always the one to motivate us when one of 
us was struggling during the race. The camaraderie 
was special and we will never forget it.

Sadly and tragically in April 2008, Sandy and 
Patrick lost their youngest son, Keegan (Grade 9) 
in a motor car accident. The depth of their strength 
and faith is a lesson to all of us. We will never 
forget Keegan with his quiet, shy smile. Sandy, you 
are a strong and courageous woman. Fellow staff 
describes you as a wonderful, joyous person with 
an infi nite depth of character and we wish you and 
your family, Patrick, Warrick and Wesley, well on 
your journey of aspiring to your dreams.

Elaine Müller 
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Mark Southwood
A farewell tribute to Mark Southwood is not 
confi ned to his appointment as a teacher in 1997 and 
his departure as a teacher in 2009. His association 
with the School started in 1986 as a very small 
Form 1 boy and continues into 2010 as one of the 
leading school squash coaches in the country. I have 
a feeling that this association will continue way into 
the future in some form or other, such is his love for 
and involvement in the School. 

Mark Southwood graduated with a Bachelor of 
Commerce degree from the University of Natal, 
majoring in Psychology, Accounting and Business 
Administration. He was appointed as an Accounting 
and Business Economics teacher in January 1997 
and also did duties in the Boarding House. In 1998, 
he became master-in-charge of Squash and First 
team coach, the beginning of a remarkable twelve 
year period of which morel later. He spent two years 
as a Tutor in Sunnyside House, a further two years 
as a Tutor in Rissik and after marrying in 2003 he 
spent a year as a Tutor in Armstrong House. In 2004 
he became Head of Accounting and in 2005 was 

appointed as the Senior 
Housemaster of Rissik 
House, a position which he 
held for four years. 

With his broad academic 
background, he agreed to 
move across Departments 
and became the Head of the 
Life Orientation Department 
in 2005. Apart from occupying 
a senior and important academic and pastoral role, he 
lifted the Squash at the School to heights that has made 
Boys High the top Squash School in the country for most 
of the past 12 years Under Mark's tutelage the School 
has produced literally hordes of Provincial players at 
different age levels as well as South African Schools 
players almost on an annual basis. 

Mark Southwood is, in many ways the 
quintessential schoolmaster. He is a thoroughly kind 
and decent person, a champion of the underdog 
and one who rarely if ever fails to see the good in 
everybody. His interest in his students goes way 
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Jeni Wallace
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beyond the imparting of his academic subjects .His 
commitment to providing an holistic education 
to those boys within his charge is total and the 
example he set in the classroom, on the sportsfi eld 
and as a Housemaster in charge of 115 boys was 
hugely appreciated by the hundreds of boys who 
passed through his hands. A wonderfully relaxed 
disposition, a lovely sense of humour and a person 
of total integrity made him a valued and popular 

colleague and friend. 
Mark has decided to embark on his Masters 

Degree in order to become a full-time psychologist. 
In wishing him, his wife Jacqui and their two young 
sons great happiness and success in the future, we 
thank him for exceptional service to the School for so 
many years, with possibly some more to come 

Bill Schroder

Llewellyn Shepperson
Llewellyn joined the staff of PBHS in March 1993 
as the school’s fi rst ever Bursar. Having previously 
worked in the private sector, Llewellyn had to adapt 
to running the fi nances of a complex school that 
was, in effect, part state and part private in terms 
of both its sources of revenue and its role as an 
employer. In the earlier part of its history, Boys High 
had exercised very limited control over its fi nances 
because almost all expenditure was carried by the 
state. As school fees increased in order to maintain 
the school’s standards, so it became apparent that 
there was a need to manage the millions of Rands 
that were running through the school’s accounts. 
In line with the practice in independent schools, 
Mr Schroder opted to create the position of school 
bursar. Llewellyn was appointed to the position and 
had to pioneer the position at the school. 

A myriad of tasks fell under his ambit of 
responsibility including annual budgets, staff 
payrolls, fi nancial management and ensuring that 
the school’s books were prepared for auditing. The 
bursar had to run a team which paid school accounts, 
gathered school fees, disbursed fi nancial assistance, 
collected monies for school activities and was the 
conduit for enterprises on the school property 
that included the clothing shop, tuck shop and the 
Parents Association. These were vital functions 
and their effi cient and ethical management made 
Llewellyn an unsung hero of the transition phase in 
the school’s history after 1994. With his usual good 
cheer, he balanced the books at the same time as 

juggling constant requests for 
unbudgeted items from all and 
sundry.

Although Llewellyn’s role 
did not involve him directly 
in the school’s educational 
activities, he took a constant and 
real interest in the activities of 
the boys and never missed an opportunity to attend 
sports matches, stage productions and other events. 
Although a CBC old boy, Llewellyn was certainly 
worthy of “honorary” PBHS old boy status by the 
end of his career at the school. 

The position of bursar was restructured to include 
boarder responsibilities and the position became that 
of business manager in late 2008. Llewellyn retired in 
February 2009 having assisted his successor to learn 
the ropes. When tragedy struck a year later and Neil 
van Coller suddenly passed away, Llewellyn kindly 
agreed to assist the school by coming back to Boys 
High on a part-time basis to assist with certain tasks. 
This gesture was much appreciated by the school 
as it allowed operational needs to be met while 
searching for a new business manager.

Even now Llewellyn is not truly retired, having 
taken up duties with BDO, but we hope that he and 
Margie can start living a more sedate lifestyle. On 
behalf of the school, thank you for your years of 
honest and dedicated service to Boys High. 

John Illsley

Jeni Wallace started her association with Pretoria 
Boys High School when her sons enrolled as 
students and it wasn’t long before we realised her 
value. She threw herself wholeheartedly into the 
life of the School by, inter alia, heading the Mothers’ 
Committee, running the Tuckshop and, with her 
husband, Bruce, who also served on the Parents’ 
Association, giving considerable time to the Pipe 
Band and all its activities.

When the new dining room took shape, initially 
commercial caterers were involved in preparing the 
meals. However, a decision was taken that more 

personal and hands-on supervision was required 
and, in October 1995, Mrs Wallace was formally 
employed in the position of full-time caterer.

No-one quite envisaged how the scope of this 
position would grow, least of all, Jeni! Feeding well-
nigh on 400 boys and staff members, three times a 
day, and providing sporting and cultural dinners 
and meals for other functions were part of the job 
description, and then came the Old Boys’ annual 
and approximately fi ve leaving group reunions 
dinners. This work load, and the organisation of 
the extraordinary functions, would have challenged 


