better than the score suggests.
vs Garsfontein Won 1–0 (B Burger)
Our first Pretoria league match. Very scrappy match
in that there was a lot of break down play by the
opposition. We found it difficult to play constructive
hockey.
vs Affies Won 2–0 (B Burger, B Harris)
After losing last year with 5 seconds left to the
game, we had a lot to prove, not just in the result but
also in our style of play and our temperament. We
changed our structure and aimed to be more direct
in midfield. This worked very well and the team
deserved the good result.
The Affies goalkeeper kept very well which kept
the score relatively low.
vs Cornwall Hill Drew 1–1 (B Burger)
The disappointing aspect of this match was that
there was an arrogance about the team. You can be
arrogant about yourself but on the field you need to
produce. This did not happen as everybody played
individually and not as a team.
Cornwall got one penalty corner and scored an
average goal. It was on the cards.
It was a struggle to score goals, however, we
managed to salvage a draw.
vs St Albans Won 4–1 (B Burger × 2, D Phelan, C
Gailey)
After the previous individualistic performances,
there needed to be a more team orientated effort.
There was a very motivated performance in all
departments and as the game progressed there was
no way we were going to lose this match. An all
round clinical performance by the team!
vs St. Stithians Lost 0–1
The frustrating part of sport is that you can play
average hockey and win and then play excellent
hockey and not even look as if you will ever win a
match.
This is what happened against St Stithians. The
one good aspect was that the team stayed true to
moving the ball around and we nearly scored a goal
in the death but for a brave defensive tackle by their
defender.
vs Jeppe Lost 2–4
In this match we had to play catch up hockey the
whole time. At 4–2 down, with not a lot of time left
on our side, we did not keep a cool head to obtain
these goals
Our finishing touches after so many matches still
seemed a problem. We needed to rectify this in order
to win matches when under pressure. It somehow
always seemed easier for us when we were a couple
of goals ahead.
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vs DHS drew 0–0
We started the game by dealing with the DHS
pattern in a much more organized manner than
before. Even though they moved the ball around
well, we managed to shut them out of the mid field
and forced them to play wide.
The team work was much better and the players
realized that to play good games one needed to
be prepared to work hard all the time. Our main
problem at this stage of the season was that we had
scored only one goal in six matches.
vs Westville Won 3–0 (B Harris × 2, T Corney)
We created a few early opportunities in this game,
but it appeared that we had forgotten how to score
goals. We wondered whether the team would be able
to show some patience and stick to the structure. The
team managed to do this successfully, eventually
scoring three goals. It felt good to win our first match
in the last six played.
vs Rondebosch Lost 0–1
We have never had a good record against Rondebosch
at the KES festival. In the past we have conceded an
early goal, finding it difficult to get back into the
game.
We hoped this was not becoming a mental aspect
of our game. We managed to play much better, not
conceding an early goal, but we were unable to use
the opportunities we had more effectively.
Unfortunately a defensive error cost us a goal.
Although we had played much better there were
still aspects that we needed to work on.
vs Parktown Drew 0–0
After our rather disappointing festivals some
changes were made to the team.
We were not sure if this would work – only time
would tell.
Parktown is a tough fixture in terms of it always
being a very physical match. The team however,
responded well, stuck to the game plan and did not
allow themselves to be drawn into the physical dual.
The team dominated most departments of this
game. Both goalkeepers played excellent matches
making goals difficult to come by. A good result.
vs Maritzburg College Lost 0–5
The score line in this match makes it difficult to
convince people who did not watch the match that
the team in fact played very well.
Maritzburg scored one goal that was the result
of an excellent spell of hockey with a great finish.
However, if you looked at the opportunities had
by the two teams they were almost the same. The
difference lay in our ability to finish off our goal
scoring opportunities. The team definitely played
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vs St Johns Drew 0–0
Playing this fixture in the mid week did not have
both teams fired up. We seem not to play at our best,
when playing during the week. I’m not too sure why
it was like this but in the end it was the same for both
schools. Whichever team dealt with this issue better
seemed to play better.
It was a mental aspect of the game that we need to
keep working on.
vs KES Drew 2–2 (B Burger, C Gailey)
Rematch against KES. The team played a very good
game. The first half we went ahead by two goals and
KES was not in the game.
In the 1st 15 minutes of the second half we still
dominated. After that I felt the team got complacent
and felt that they had done enough to win the match.
KES scored an opportunistic goal and before we
knew what had hit us the score was 2 all. This took
the wind out of our sails.
vs Eldoraigne won 4–0 (B Harris × 2, B Burger × 2)
Another mid week fixture and the last 15 minutes of
the previous match was probably fresh in the minds
of the players.
They definitely did not want the same to re-occur.
They moved the ball with clear cut purpose and
made life difficult for the opposition, especially in
our counter attacks.
Cape Town International Hockey Festival
vs Parel Vallei won 9–0 (B Burger × 4, C Gailey × 2,
T Corney, D Phelan, B Harris)
As the defending champions of this festival, there
were many teams that wanted to beat us. I would
never have predicted the start that we had, scoring
nine goals. We converted most of our opportunities
and on the day we could not do anything wrong.
It was a pleasure to watch and a very positive way
to start the festival.
vs New South Wales Drew 1–1(B Harris)
This was the same team that we had played in the
final last year and we knew it would be a tough
match. Their style of play is very different to ours
and our defensive skills were tested as we had to
make crucial saves early in the game.
Towards the end of the half we started to take
control of the match and scored a goal towards the
end of the 1st half. It felt good to get a lead. The team
played well, but unfortunately conceded a goal in
the dying minutes of the match.
vs Potchefstroom Gymnasium Won 3–0 (M Malan,
D Phelan, S Mendes)
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Here we were initially well structured with good
ball retention but we got impatient.
The team soon realized that the way to win this
match was to show patience and eventually the
result was convincing.
vs Rondebosch Won 2–0 (D Phelan, C Gailey)
This was a must win match as the loser would
probably end up not making the semi-finals.
We had not had a successful match against them
which meant we had nothing to lose. We played a
different strategy and it worked well. The team kept
Rondebosch’s options to a minimum. All our plans
fell into place and the win put us into the semi finals.
It was an excellent result.
vs Paul Roos Won 1–0 (S Mendes)
In the semi-finals the result could go either way.
This was a very tough match, with
both teams playing a very good brand of hockey.
This led to a very good display of school boys’
hockey.
Both teams had opportunities and it seemed as
though a draw was on the cards. With both teams
going all out in attack we managed to score with
only a couple of minutes to go.
We were very happy to be in the final.
vs New South Wales 0–0 (Extra time Lost 0–1)
We landed up playing the same team as we had met
in the final the previous year. What a match it was.
All the excitement that you could think of took place.
At times things got a bit heated but we were
up to the task and did not allow ourselves to be
intimidated.
There was no score at the end of full time. Extra
time meant no holding back. Unfortunately we did
not win, but we played excellent hockey throughout
the festival, and we were very proud of the boys.
vs Waterkloof Drew 1–1
How can a team play such good hockey for seven
matches and then play such bad hockey? A match
best forgotten.
vs Maritzburg Lost 0–3
We always tend to play very good hockey against
College and this match was no exception. College
had a slight edge over us but the level of hockey that
we played was of a very high standard.
Our main problem this season was that we were
unable to play consistent hockey which led to
performances that were under par.
M van Zyl
1st XI Coach
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The new world class carpet being laid
Marc Malan looks for the best option for a pass
“OK guys, this ball is not going in.” L–R: Jonathan Kawanga, Johan van Wyk, Jason van Heerden, Liam French, Benjamin Williams
Liam French beating the opposition with Johan van Wyk assisting
Sandro Mendes carrying the ball well
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1st XI Hockey Player Profiles
Berné Burger (Captain)
Berné is a player with exceptional skill and talent.
He has become a stalwart in the team and is totally
committed in his play. He always does everything
with a smile which has a very positive effect on the
team. If he persists with his hockey he definitely has
the ability to play at the highest level possible.
Matches: 87
Full Colours: Re-Award
Gauteng North: U18 A
Brandon Harris
Brandon had a very good year as a striker this season.
His commitment to the team was exceptional. He
displayed a never say die attitude which was very
valuable to the team’s mental strength.
Matches:69
Full Colours: Re-award
Gauteng North:U18A
Mathew Pillans
Mathew showed huge improvement in his game. His
ability to remain calm assisted his decision making.
His ability to hit hard was a devastating weapon that
put fear in to many a player. He had a huge impact
on the team’s commitment and mental strength.
Matches: 64
Full Colours: Re-award
Gauteng North: U18 A
Vincent Duys
Vincent always played with his heart. He never said much
on the field but one knew that he was always giving 100%
to his team. A pleasure to have in the team.
Matches: 42
Full Colours
Willem Oosthuizen
It took Willem a while to realize that he had great
potential as a player. Fortunately he realized that
potential as the season progressed and went from
strength to strength.
Matches:50
Full colours
Gauteng North:U18A
Papa Kyei
A goalkeeper is a key position in any team. Papa=s play
improved as the season progressed. At the Cape Town
festival he was given the award of best goalkeeper at
the festival – an award that he richly deserved.
Matches:33
Full Colours
Gauteng North U18B
Marc Malan
Marc was totally committed to his team with a “never
say die” attitude. He always had a very positive
inﬂuence on the team. I wish him every success for
his future hockey career.
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Brando Drepaniotis getting low down to pass the ball
Berné Burger protecting the ball from the opposition
James Gous focuses on keeping possession
Travis Chappell fighting off the Jeppe defence
Sandro Mendes showing good powers of concentration

Awards
U14 Player of the Year
Fabio Dearling
U16 Player of the Year
Mathew Harris and Robert Beckwith
The Green Trophy for Sportsmanship in hockey.
Rowan Wagner
Most Improved Player
Mathew Pillans
Player of the Year
Berné Burger
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Matches: 33
Full Colours
Gauteng North: U18A
Wesley Black
Wesley on his return to the first team made a huge
impact in all spheres of the game.
His drive and self-belief in success made other team
members play above themselves. A very positive
player to have had in the team.
Matches: 29
Full colours
Dustin Phelan
Dustin is a player that reads the game very well
which assists with his decision making. He has been
a stalwart in the team and we look forward to his
commitment and inﬂuence next year.
Matches: 62
Full Colours :Re-award
Sandro Mendes
A very quiet member of the team. He is, however, a very
committed player. Sandro has worked hard at his game
and made great strides in his own personal success.
Matches: 27
Half Colours
Richard Oldnall
Richard needs to trust his ability as a player. This
should build his confidence and bring his natural
ability to the fore.
Matches: 21
Gauteng North: U16A
Tayla Corney
Tayla has shown his ability on the hockey field. He
needs to work on his mental strength and not let
other aspects of the game distract him.
Matches: 29
Half Colours
Gauteng North: U16A
Otto Schefﬂer
Otto has shown improvement as the season has
progressed. With more work in his all round game I
am cconfident he will become a good striker.
Matches:19
Matc
Cameron Corney
Cam
Cameron filled many different positions in the team
Cam
played with commitment.
but always
a
Matches: 18
Matc
The following boys also played for the first team at
some stage during the season and I would like to thank
som
them for their contribution: Peter-John Botha; Chad
Gailey; Sean Finaughty; Vittorio Canosa; Nicholas
Gaile
Fourie; James Storey and Brando Drepaniotis.
Four
M. van Zyl
Mr M
1st X
XI Coach
The Pretorian
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2nd Hockey Team
The 2nd Hockey XI of 2009 had a very successful and
most enjoyable season. Sadly, we did not conclude the
season with a win. A 0–2 defeat to Maritzburg College
was not the most desirable result after performing like
men possessed in Pietermaritzburg and drawing 1–1.
I believe that each player gave of his best and learnt a
great deal along the way. The side was captained by
Chris MacClements who is a natural leader. Big man
‘Moose’, Rowan Wagner, in goals, made it extremely
difficult for the opposition to score any goals. PJ Botha
with his individual skills made many boys look like
complete Muppets on the field. Brando Drepaniotis
made a habit of scoring goals at the most crucial
stage of matches and was a real asset to the side. Sean
Finaughty, the only academic in the side, chirped
every defender. The boys took each match seriously
and gave it their all to do Boys High proud. Coaching

this group of boys was a pleasure as they made my
job easy by producing fantastic results. To the nine
players whom I have not mentioned by name, I hope
to see you playing for the First Team next season. To
those of you who are leaving, I wish you the best for
the future.
Thank you for a great season. I will remember it
with fondness.
Played 14
Won 10
Drew 2
Lost 2

C Oldnall
Coach

Dylan Paterson giving Jordan Leppan a top class through ball

3nd Hockey Team
The 3rd Hockey side this year had a very commendable
season. Our first game started out as more of a getto-know each other session, and a chance for the team
to gel.
But as the season progressed everybody came
into their own, and everybody’s position on the park
was identified. Our forward line consisted of guys
with a natural ability to find the net and a knack of
‘hogging’ the ball. But, between them they somehow
always managed to find the back of the net.
Our midfield line was always up for a challenge
and never backed down. They were a volatile mix of
pace, power and the ability to beat a man. No matter
what the game required they always managed to
feed the strikers and find the net themselves.
As for the defence. Being personally involved in
the defence, I could tell you quite a bit about us. We
were a rather interesting mix of speed, no-speed
(Martin and I), force, fearlessness, technique and
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pure luck. Between us we managed to keep the goals
out now and then, but in most games we just made
up the numbers (especially Simon, our goalkeeper,
who got two touches on the ball the entire season).
Overall we only succumbed to defeat in two matches,
the first defeat being against Maritzburg College. We
later rectified this by beating them comprehensively
on the return leg. Our success would not have been
possible without Mr MacDonald. Without the hard
work and dedication from Mr Mac, we would never
have grown as much as we did as hockey players. He
was never too hard on us, but also never too easy. He
took everything in his stride and made the team that
much more interesting.
I would like to thank the whole team, parents and
Mr Mac for all their support in making the season
the great success it was.
Graeme Murphy

SPORT

4th Hockey Team
2009 was a tough season for the fourth team as we
faced mostly the first and second teams from the
schools we played against. Our charismatic team rose
to the challenge on more than one occasion. Every
single player brought his own unique talent to the
field for every practice and game which made this
an especially rewarding year. I greatly appreciated
this. I must congratulate the team on finding the
balance between having fun and working hard as it
is not always easy to do so.
Well done and thank you for a great season.
Greg Forrest
Coach
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Dynamite comes in small packages as Berné Burger fights for possession
The lifting of the old synthetic surface’s e-layer
A man who lived for Hockey – Roger Herbert
Wesley Black showing off his dominance on the ball
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U16A Hockey
The season started off on a difficult note as the
Astroturf was still being laid and trials had to
take place on grass. As some of you may know,
the techniques used on the two surfaces are quite
different and this made for some interesting
hockey.
After three days of selection we were able to settle
on a squad and fit in two training sessions before
our first game against KES. One of these sessions
was a practice match against St Johns in which we
could finalise our team.
On to the first of our double headers against KES:
with the minimum preparation that we had for this
game the team faired remarkably well dominating
every facet of the game except the score board. KES
got into our circle twice and scored both times.
Although we lost, a valuable lesson was learnt: if you
get chances you need to make the most of them.
The last game of the term before the Nomads
Festival was against St Benedicts. With one or two
changes to the team personnel and with the lesson
learnt from our first outing, we were able to secure
our first win of the season.
Over the April holidays the Nomads Festival was
held in East London. At this festival the team got to
play some of the top hockey schools in the country,
Selborne the hosts, Wynberg, SACS, Hilton and
Grey PE. We set ourselves two objectives: to play
good, entertaining hockey and to bond and gel as
a team. Although the results did not go the way we
would have liked we could at least return knowing
that we had met our objectives. The two highlights
at this festival were the draw against Wynberg and
the good win against Hilton.
After the holiday the Astroturf was complete and
we could get down to some serious training. With

an excited and positive attitude we played our first
match against Parktown. As with the first game of
the season we played really good hockey but the
result did not favour us. Then we played the first
exchange against Maritzburg and lost.
The loss to Maritzburg made us wonder what we
needed to do to get results in our favour. In all our
losses to date we had needed some luck somewhere
and results would have looked very different.
Our season changed once we got back from
Maritzburg. We recorded wins against St Johns, St
Stithians, Garsfontein, Cornwall Hill, Krugersdorp,
Waterkloof, KES and the Zimbabwe U16A team.
We recorded draws against St Albans, Jeppe
and Eldoraigne. We only had one loss after the
Maritzburg fixture and that was the last game of the
season, again to Maritzburg.
The win against KES in the return fixture was very
fulfilling for the team as the result was the opposite
to the first fixture. Once again we dominated the
game and the result went in our favour.
We played some great hockey this season: we
played 21 games, won 10, lost 7, drew 4. This means
we lost only 33% of our games.
I would like to thank everyone involved in the
season, the players gave exactly what was asked
of them and that is greatly appreciated. I would
also like to thank Robbie Beckwith, who captained
the team, for the work that he put in to the success
of the team. I would also like to congratulate the
following boys who made provincial teams, Robbie
Beckwith, James Storey, Keegan van Veenhuyzen
and Tawanda Mvusi.
Colin Fielding
Coach

Mathew Pillans throwing another massive aerial ball with Vincent Duys looking on
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Vuyo Mabuntana scanning to make a good pass
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Coach:
Captains:

Mr D Wright
Jason-Dee Hassett, Bertus Malan,
Reynard van den Berg
Regular players: Justin
Thompson,
Tshiamo
Mogoathle, Kevin Pietersen, Jason
Smith, Peter Roos, Nathan Fryer,
Ari Nicolaides, Chris Ralston, Vuyo
Mabuntana, Bradley Joynt, Jamie
Gous, Rob Thomas.
The start to this hockey season was rather slow for
the U16B team, but as the season progressed and the
team settled down we started to play an attractive
brand of hockey.
With the first outing against King Edward VII
only a few days after the team was selected, and the
Hill astro turf still not completed, playing against a
highly motivated KES U15A team (with no astro turf
practice whatsoever) was always going to be tough.
Going down 0–5 was not a pleasant experience, but
it was a necessary one for the team to set its goals.
What was quite amazing about this team was
their commitment to the cause. It didn’t matter who
we were playing, the brand of hockey we wanted
to play came first and as the season progressed,
the dedication from the boys towards each other as

a team was evident. This is what made the season
such a success.
We were a team that seemed to play very well at
home, losing only two games out of twelve on our
own astro. The two main derbies against AHS and
St Albans were, as always, particularly hard fought
and we managed to come out with wins of 2–1 and
1–0 respectively. The other good win of the season
came against Cornwall Hill where we completely
outplayed them and won 9–0.
As usual, the highlight of the season is always
the trip to Maritzburg College in Kwazulu Natal.
Unfortunately, this seemed too much for the team and
we lost 1–4. This was, however, a significant fixture in
that it signalled the start of us playing a better brand
of hockey and it would be the one and only loss of the
second term and a run of eight wins thereafter.
It was a pleasure to be involved with a group of
boys so highly motivated to succeed for the team, the
school and themselves. I look forward to watching
them progress as they move through the senior age
groups.
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U16B Hockey

D Wright
Coach

U16C Hockey
The year 2009 was filled with some high and some
lows. The season started off rather rusty, having
only had one training session before the opening
fixture against KES. Even though we had had only
one training session, the boys played with heart and
managed a well-deserved win. There is no better way
to start the season than with a solid performance.
Returning to school after the Easter holidays, the
boys were raring to go for the remainder of the
season.
The second term began with a lengthy bus trip
to Maritzburg College and the team ready to beat
their KwaZulu Natal rivals. The game was played
with high intensity and thanks to Kagiso Makhafola,
who with a brilliant first-half strike into the top
corner, scored a winning goal. Unfortunately, the
game against Affies was a no-go as a result of bad
weather and our only big Pretoria fixture against
St Albans ended in a thrilling draw. It was a result
that could have gone either way. With narrow
losses against both KES and Maritzurg College at
our return fixtures, the boys can be proud of their
achievements.
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In total we played ten games, won six, drew two,
lost two and there were two no results due to bad
weather. That is an outstanding set of results.
The side was captained by Luke Voigt who was
supported by all his team mates throughout the
season. As always at the start of the third term, some
of the Under 16s boys left for Bush School so there
were many changes to the side. The players coming
up were very capable and accepted the challenge of
playing at a higher level.
Player of the season was Kutlo Mokgara who had
a great season and was rewarded for his efforts by a
late call-up to the B Team for the last two games of
the season. He also managed to make the A Team
bench for the last game!
Well done to all the players who played a role
in the success of the side this year. Your hard work
and dedication definitely paid off. Keep on working
hard and I am sure you will play in higher sides in
the years to come.
Evan Daniels
Coach
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U16D Hockey
The year 2009 proved to be a successful one for the
U16D Hockey team. Of the twelve games played by
the team, eight resulted in wins for PBHS and of the
four games that were lost, three could have gone
either way.
However, the success of the season rested not
only on the number of wins, not the fact that thirty
goals were scored, giving the team better than a 3:1
goal ratio, but also on the fact that the boys who
played for this team learnt valuable lessons about
life in general. Lessons that can only be learnt by
being part of a team effort, by tasting both success
and defeat and realising that each member of the
team fulfils both a unique and equally important
role. Like the human body, a hockey team cannot
perform at its optimum best without a collaborative
effort from each individual player.
The core of the team consisted of the following
boys.
Cullen Botes: the dependable vice captain and a
formidable goal keeper. Cullen kept a clean sheet for
sic consecutive games in the middle of the season
and could easily have played for a higher team.
Ale Malan: the rock solid sweeper at the back. Ale
averted many a potential opposition goal scoring
opportunity with his hard hitting clearances.
Tommy Greyling: a solid right half who was
always willing to give of his best for the team, even
if that meant filling in as keeper.
Bradley Post: the general of the in-field defence.
Bradley put in many solid performances holding the
defence together from the centre half position.
Marco Tubb: a consistent left half. Marco was
the gentleman of the team and could always be
depended on to play his position.
Kyle Rorke: the talented right link. early in the

Season Kyle often showed individual talent, but
later proved his worth as a team player as well. He
combined well with his right wing.
Thapelo Aphane: TP exuded enthusiasm into the
mid-field from the centre link position and always
gave 120%. He created many an opportunity for his
forwards while also proving solid in defence.
Aqil Jeenah: the left link and another enthusiastic
member of the midfield never shy of a telling tackle
or burst through the opposition defences.
Philip Randall: the captain of the side, Many a
fearless cross, originating from his stick on the right
wing, found its way into the opposition D. Taking
play wide, he consistently circumvented opposition
defences, creating opportunities at goal.
Geoffrey Brauckmann: himself a weapon, his
misinterpreted lethargy up front regularly deceived
opposition defences into conceding a number of
spectacular goals. He fulfilled the position of chief
goal scorer as the team’s striker.
Ryan Rippon: Ryan’s ambidextrous approach of
hockey saw him running circles around those that
intended to halt his progress into the D. Both left
and right handed, he relentlessly attacked from the
left wing.
Jaco van der Merwe: played both up front and at
the back providing useful options when a chamge of
positional strategy was required.
Jacon Evangelo and Johan Young were both
deserved recruits from the U16E side and served the
team well in defence and in the midfield.
I salute all the boys who formed part of another
successful season of hockey.
Simon Barnes
Coach

The penalty corner offensive, looking good and ready to score
L–R: Marc Malan, Mathew Pillans, Berné Burger, Matthew Harris
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U16E Hockey
The season started off with a bit of a low due to the
casual vibe in the team, but after our first defeat the
boys kept their heads up and immediately started
lifting their spirits and commitment to the side. We
were unfortunate to lose a few games to A sides
but slowly the boys began showing maturity and
understanding of the game and soon they were
walked away with some wins under their belts.
On occasions the level of play rose to another level
of intensity and the boys must be commended. I am
sure that if we had to replay the season we would
have been untouchable.
Our defensive line was always good and I would
like to thank Ryan (the sweeper) for keeping the
players in position and leading the defence with a
degree of professionalism.
The highlights of the season came down to two
games in particular. The first one was when we came
back from 0–3 down against St Benedict’s to tie in the
last few minutes and the second game was beating
St John’s 7–0 where played without a goalie!
I want to thank all the boys for a great season and
must stress that if they are passionate enough about
the game, a position in the first team will never
be out of their reach. Thank you, too, to the great
captain, Ryan (the ginger guy), and I hope to see you
again next season.
Brent van Duiker
Coach

Otto Schefﬂer winning the battle against KES

U16F Hockey
2009 was a year that saw great success for the U/16F
Hockey side. In spite of having a new, first-time
coach, the boys rose to meet their challenges with
vigour and determination.
Any season for an U/16F team is inconsistent in
terms of the level of the opposition, and this year was
no different. While most of our matches were against
teams of our league (U/16F or U/15C), we played a
number of midweek fixtures against U/16A teams
from various schools. Against U/16F and U/15C
teams the boys were undefeated, with a number of
matches won without conceding a goal. And while
we did not manage to beat any of the A teams we
played against, the boys always played with courage
and heads held high. I couldn=t have been more
proud of their attitude and achievements.
I believe that one of the reasons for their superb
performance throughout the season was the
dedication they showed at practices. They suffered
through fitness routines, drills, and practice matches
with smiles and jokes, and the effort they showed
at practices shone through when they were on the
field. I couldn=t have asked for a better team to start
my coaching at Boys High, and I wish them all the
best for the future. They say you always remember
your first coaching experience and this team will
remain in my memory.
James Page
Coach

No one can escape the watchful eye of Brandon Harris
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The U14 Hockey season got off to an early start with
a large number of boys coming to the trials. This
indicated the depth of hockey at PBHS. A squad
was selected for a warm-up game against St John’s
later that week and thereafter the final team was
selected.
After only three training sessions we had our
first match of the season against KES which we lost
1–3, but that did not get the boys’ spirits down. On
3 March we left for the annual Ascension Festival in
Johannesburg over the Easter weekend. After a light
training session at KES the boys were ready to take on
a daunting set of fixtures with games against: Grey
College (drew 0–0), Maritzburg College (won 1–0) –
this was a highlight of the season and one of our best
games – Hilton College (drew 0–0), Jeppe (won 4–1)
and an unfortunate loss against St John’s (1–2).
The season carried on with PBHS completely
dominating the Pretoria League with five victories
and a single 1–1 draw against Affies. It was an
amazing game which showed the character of these
boys who came from 0–1 down to draw the game in
the last minutes. This would have made any coach
proud.
The match of the season came along when we
travelled to Pietermaritzburg to face Maritzburg
College in their back yard. Getting to the astro at
08:00 for the ice-breaker, I realised the College boys

were ready for this encounter and so were we. We
completely dominated College and went ahead by
1–0 and kept them on the back foot for 45 minutes,
but could unfortunately not score again. College
came back at us in the last five minutes to shoot from
outside the ‘D’ and get a deﬂection off a PBHS stick.
They were awarded a goal. The boys did me proud
by showing true character and PBHS sportsmanship
in this game of the season which ended in a 1–1
draw.
We ended the season off on a strong note, winning
the rest of our games with only two unfortunate
losses against KES (0–2) and Maritzburg College
(0–1). Both these games were played at home where
we could not capitalise on our possession and were
on the wrong side of the hockey ‘gods’ on both these
days.
My thanks go to all the boys who, in a season,
changed from grass hockey boys to astro hockey
players both in character and maturity. I will cherish
the great memories and know that PBHS has a depth
of good players for the future. Thank you to all the
parents who supported us at all our games and,
finally, congratulations to all the boys who were
selected for the provincial sides this year.
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U14A Hockey

André du Plessis
Coach

“Free for all” with Dustin Phelan, Otto Schefﬂer (11) and Marc Malan (5) getting ready to contest for the ball
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U14B Hockey
The B side had a highly successful season in 2009.
They scored 35 goals in 14 games with a winning
rate of 79 percent.
The two most memorable results of the season
were the 5–0 annihilation of St. Albans as well as
the victory in the second game against K.E.S. In that
game the boys managed to score the winning goal
with only six seconds left on the clock, after falling
behind early in the first half.
Clifford Engels was instrumental in the success
of the season, both as captain and striker. The
leadership shown by him on and off the field was
exemplary. Devon Michael and Michael Watson,

amongst others, managed to produce excellent
performances week after week, even when playing
out of position.
The improvement shown by all the players
during the season was immense. Their commitment
and determination means that all of them, with a
little effort, are capable of playing hockey at higher
levels.
My thanks go to all the boys for a season full of
fun, laughter and excellent hockey.
Chris Nel
Coach

2
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4
Berné Burger readying himself to have a shot at goal
This shows the determination of Tayla Corney to get possession of the ball with Sean Finaughty (8) looking on
Marc Malan shows a textbook style slap
Peter-John Botha fighting off the interests of the opposition with Sandro Mendes looking on
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The team started off the 2009 season with a bang
winning their first ten games fairly easily and playing
great passing hockey. The goals were coming thick
and fast thanks to great striking from Alex Taderera,
our captain, who always led from the front. He and
Richard Finlayson who both scored and set up some
great goals.
The team played with great confidence and unity
throughout the season. The links played supportive
roles with the backs in defense and the strikers
in attack. Outstanding performers were Douglas
Webster, who was rewarded with promotion to the
B side, the always hard-working Sean Levitt and the
creative and skillful playmaker, Joshka van der Walt.
Our defense was almost impossible to
penetrate. The physical Greg McMagh and the

methodical Ethan Soar were our rocks in the
centre of defense. Our outside half, Justin Jacobs,
who moved from wing to the back and made that
position his own, became one of our best tacklers
in the team. He was by far, the Most Improved
Player of the year.
All in all, the team had a superb season with
outstanding results. Throughout the whole season
in both the Pretoria and Johannesburg leagues, the
team only lost two games, drew three and won the
rest. I thoroughly enjoyed coaching the boys and
look forward to watching them mature into great
hockey players in the future.
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U14C Hockey

Chris Sanders
Coach

Good luck winning the 50/50 ball off Mathew Pillans and Wesley Black

Mr van Zyl rallying the troops for the second half onslaught
This page is sponsored by Wolff Commercial Vehicles
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1st XV Rugby Team
First match of the season. One minute to play. Up
against a very good team which would go on to have
a formidable season, losing only one match. PBHS 15.
KES 10. We are awarded a penalty and elect to kick
for poles. We miss the kick. Final score PBHS 15 KES
17. Many would call this result unlucky. A match we
should have won. Little did we know at the time that
the disappointment experienced with this result and
the manner in which we lost was to be felt many more
times (too many times) during the season.
Matches played 14. Matches won 6. Matches lost
8. Certainly not the results one would expect from a
Pretoria Boys High 1st XV. But these figures do not
tell the whole story. If you look a little more closely
at the results, despite being on the losing end more
often than not, we still managed to score considerably
more points and tries than the opposition. In fact,
midway through the season when we had won only
one of our eight matches we had scored 16 tries to
the oppositions’ 17 and 140 points compared to the
oppositions’ 141. This with only one win. In a season
of two halves these figures during the first half of
the season reﬂect the small margins with which our
season came unstuck.
It was only after our sixth match, against
Parktown, that we started to claw our way back.

There is no doubt that that Monday’s practice is the
toughest I have ever had to arrive at but it is also
the one practice I will never forget. Four losses on
the trot, played six, won one, lost five. We were in
trouble, deep trouble. How do you pick a team up,
yet again, especially when the latest loss has far more
significance than any of those before? That Monday
afternoon we had a “good work out” and the boys
had to pull together to get themselves through the
practice. By the end of that session there were fifteen
boys arm in arm, shoulder to shoulder, mumbling
something about pebbles and our neighboring boys’
school across the railway line. I knew there and then
we would put the pieces back together. During that
week we adjusted our game plan and that Saturday
against Maritzburg College in Maritzburg we
produced an improved, spirited and gutsy, if not
faultless, performance.
The following week was the AHS match. A game
which every Boys High boy lives for and one where
a coach motivating his players is not required.
They take care of that themselves. Building on
the previous week’s performance and playing on
Brooks for only the second time this year (our only
win of the season had come on Brooks) we went into
that match strangely confident. While once again

1st XV Rugby Team

Front Row L–R: G Botha, L van Biljon, J Fourie (Vice-Captain), L le Roux (Captain), K Maake, B Anderson, J Everleigh.
Second Row L–R: J Hennig, K Stanley, S Moir, K Floudiotis, T Pretorius, R Collins, Y Madlala.
Back Row L–R: Dr J Lombard (Coach), M Moloko, B Appelgryn, Mr G Hassenkamp (Coach).
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it was not a faultless performance, our second half
comeback was truly an inspiring thirty five minutes
and had the game continued for a couple of more
minutes or had the bounce of the ball gone our way,
the result may well have been different. Although
a loss, this match gave the team a huge amount of
credit in the eyes of the school and the greater Boys
High community and instilled the much needed
confidence to start the second half of the season
afresh.
With eight matches down and eight to go we had
everything to play for. Realistically, of those to come
and with seven of the matches at home we felt we
could win seven of them and we reset our goals. If
we were able to achieve this we would finish the
season with a fifty/fifty record. Played sixteen. Won
eight. Lost eight. That set of results would not be
bad under the present circumstances. A win against
St John’s got us off to the start we needed but after
an emotionally draining and difficult week we
stumbled in a bizarre match against the well rated
side of St Stithians in Johannesburg. Yet another
away loss which thus ensured that we did not win a
single match away from home.
After a win against Jeppe it was our victory
against K.E.S in the return fixture which brought the
first big result of the season. In a match won more
out of defence than attack it was truly a very a gutsy
This page is sponsored by SA Sptbraai

1. PBHS 1st vs KES 1st. Bjorn Appelgryn takes a brilliant lineout
2. A School House rugby ornament of unknown provenance
3. PBHS 1st vs St John’s 1st. Kyle Stanley: Looking for a way through
the St John’s Defence

and satisfying result. Especially considering our first
encounter.
The win against KES would prove to be the second
of four wins in a row to end the year and effectively
reverse the first half of the season’s results. Now
having played seven, won six and lost one, these
final three results were all significant. While the win
against KES was to be their only loss of the year our
victories over a highly rated Menlopark team and
Maritzburg College at home would be record scores
for a Boys High team against this opposition. It was
in particular in the final two matches that we not
only saw the guts and pride with which this team
could play but also their true playing ability. After a
long and hard season two truly satisfying results.
After the Maritzburg game little did we know
that one more disappointment awaited us. With the
ﬂu epidemic in full swing and taking hold of both
us and Grey College our final match of the season
was cancelled. While many would think that not
having to play against the best rugby playing school
in the country would be a blessing, it was a huge
disappointment to the boys. Not being able to finish
one’s season properly, not to mention one’s school
rugby playing career, certainly left us with the
feeling we had unfinished business.
In amongst this emotional roller coaster ride of a
season, punctuated with loads of bad language, the
The Pretorian
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accumulation of grey hair and the threat of divorce
from my wife, there are a number of people who
need to be thanked. Firstly, and in particular, I would
like to mention our captain, Louis Le Roux. When
chosen to captain one’s school’s First Rugby XV it’s
certainly not meant to turn out the way it did this
year and I am sure that Louis never imagined having
the season we did. That first half of the season was
tough for Louis. When a traditional boys’ school like
ours is, sadly, largely judged on its rugby results the
pressure of achieving those results is huge and when
things don’t go one’s way that pressure mounts. I
know there were times during the season when
Louis felt that pressure. Yet through it all Louis
always kept his head, remained focused and was
often a source of calm to myself as well. On the field,
Louis has a natural rugby brain, is an exceptional
player and leads from the front. Off the field, Louis
is to be a mature and passionate Boys High Boy in
whom I was able to confide, share opinions and, at
times, seek advice. In all my discussions with Louis
he always put the interests of the team first. Louis, in
a tough and unscripted season, you could not have
done better. I thank you for your support and look
forward to possibly working with you in the future.
To Doc Lombard: I am sure there were times
when you longed for the sanctuary of the second
team. I doubt you ever imagined walking into the
baptism of fire which was to meet you this year. For
the many lengthy rugby discussions (those by sms or
in person), selection dilemmas or painful post match
analyses, I thank you. But above all, I thank you for
always supporting me, both on the field and behind
the scenes. We did not always agree on everything
yet once decisions were made you always backed
me and, through some difficult times, I always knew
I had your support. Your input both to me and the
boys was invaluable and in your own charming,
Afrikaans, dedicated, knowledgeable and sensible
way you brought loads to this team. Thank you.
To Mr Schroder and Mr Housdon: when we were
struggling with the inevitable car park talk and
e-mails were doing the rounds, you stood by your
school, your team and your staff. You protected us,
supported us and left us to get on with the job you
gave us to do. Your support was not unnoticed, it
made a big difference and allowed us to come back
the way we did. We sincerely thank you for this.
While we all want to win, and winning is important,
it is wonderful to know that we still have leaders
in schools in this country who aspire to old school
values where, within reason, the boy and the person
are more important than the result. Long may it
live at Pretoria Boys High School. Had I been at any
other similar school in the country (as we witnessed
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this year) there is no doubt that things would have
turned out differently.
To Mrs Schroder, for your continued support, not
only this year but for the past nineteen, a very big
thank you. While always understated it was ever
present and both you and your husband will be
missed in your official capacity next year, although
we look forward to still seeing both of you on the
touch line in the years to come.
To the parents of the boys; you have been incredible.
This season was as difficult and unpredictable for
you as it was for the coaches and your sons. You are
as emotionally involved as the rest of us yet at no
stage did I ever feel anything but support from you.
Although this may well not have been the case and,
if so, that would be understandable, but you were
always “in conversation” and, to my mind, positive
and appreciative. Thank you.
To all the others who so generously gave of their
time, advice and support this year a very big thank
you. While I am going to mention you by name I
am not going to elaborate on what you did purely
because of time. I hope I have already thanked
you personally and appropriately. To Jana, Egard,
Matthew Nesbitt, Paul Anthony, Coach Dave and the
Blue Bulls Under 19’s, John Smit, Chilliboy Ralapelle
and Fudge Mabeta, Nicholas Fourie, Kyle Handly as
well as Patrick Vermeulen, Abraham Shalang and
Sister Christian. Thank you all very much for all you
did.
In conclusion to the boys: they say that you learn
more from losing than winning. If you had asked
me before the season whether I wanted to be wise
or victorious I would have chosen the latter. Having
said that I must say that through it all I think the
lessons we have learnt are to still prove valuable. All
too often we take success for granted but through
our losses we were forced to stand together, be
accountable, be dignified, be humble, appreciate
winning and take responsibility; all lessons for
which we may not realise the value now but yet will
stand each of us in good stead in the years come.
While the record books will show that 2009 was
one of the less successful seasons in the past twenty
years, the boys who represented their school this
year in the first team jersey by no means let the school
down. At no stage did any of you not value your
position in the team nor did you ever forget who you
were representing and how much your performance
meant to the school. Other than on one occasion,
whenever you put on the “Candies” you gave
nothing but your best and despite the results always
produced gutsy, proud, determined and motivated
performances. As a coach to say I am proud to have
been part of this team is an understatement. As boys

Match statistics:
Results:
Played: 14
Tries for: 43(3/match)
Points for: 313 (22.3/match)
Won: 6
Tries against: 23(1.7/match)
Points against:
218(15.5/match)
Lost: 8

The Matches:
vs KES. Lost 15–17
A tough and uncompromising match as has
become the norm against K.E.S. in recent years but,
unfortunately, not the result we wanted. Up against
a well drilled and organised side that ran the ball
without reservation it was a match where we had
less of the ball and played less of the rugby yet
always led through playing the percentages. Kyle
Stanley did very well from ﬂy half to dominate play
and keep us in the opposition half. Despite a lack of
possession and through some outstanding defence,
a hall mark of the game, we turned 9–3 up. In the
second half we saw more of the ball, played “down
hill” and should have been more effective but
unfortunately due to a lack of ball security and some
poor option taking we never used that possession to
the extent that we should have. Again in the second
half we stopped a number of good attacking moves
from the opposition through excellent defence but
a lost line out followed by a crazy option in our 22
saw K.E.S. score a try. With one minute to play and
leading 15–10 we had a penalty from 30m out. The
missed kick resulted in a counter attack from K.E.S.
With time up and a penalty to K.E.S. in their 22m
area they attacked again. Three penalties later and
an attack that stretched the length of the field, K.E.S.
scored under the poles to win the match.
vs St Benedicts. Won 38–03
For the first time we began to put together pieces of
attacking play which we had been working on in the
build up to the season although we did not sustain
them for long enough periods. Once again poor ball
security in contact, poor discipline at the break down
where we conceded far too many penalties and an
average performance on the ground, prevented
us from building the momentum we should have.
Lateral running by the backs also limited our
attacking ability. Although there were some good
and well structured passages of play and some fine

individual performances, considering the amount of
possession we had, we probably should have done
better. Richmond Collins’s three tries, two of them
out of almost nothing, once again emphasised the
ability of this player.
vs Eldoraigne. Lost 19–12
A sim
simple lack of intensity and failure to arrive for the
matc allowed Eldoraigne to dominate proceedings.
match
Part
Particularly
in the first half, we allowed them to
dom
dominate
on the ground and to dictate play while
whe we did have the ball we were disjointed,
when
exec
executed
poorly and immature in our decision
mak
making.
In the second half things improved and
whil we were more effective with the ball in
while
hand we still never truly stamped our authority on
the game nor played the structure we wanted. A
lacklustre and disjointed affair which resulted in a
very poor performance.
vs Westville. Lost 17–6
Although up against a good side, the boys gave
everything they had but, unfortunately, we were
not good enough on the day. Despite superior
possession three unanswered first half tries meant
we were always going to have to play catch up.
Trailing 12–3 midway through the first half we
created a clear try-scoring opportunity but bad
handling let us down. Westville turned the ball
over and travelled the length of the field to score
resulting in what was literally a fourteen point turn
around. A heavy blow at a crucial stage. Despite
ample possession, territorial advantage and loads
of pressure on the opposition’s line in the second
half, a lack of communication and continued poor
execution prevented us from scoring. A match in
which we should have done better.
vs Rondebosch. Lost 22–18
A physical, spirited, organised and determined first
half saw us score two excellent tries and for the first
time this season play the rugby of which we were
truly capable. Leading 18–3 at the break we should
have done much better in the second half to maintain
our lead but, unfortunately, lazy and disorganised
defence out wide, together with some seriously poor
refereeing, decisions allowed the result to slip. With
time up on the clock Rondebosch came with one last
effort on attack. A big knock on missed by the referee
allowed them to score. A cruel result at a time when
we needed a win.
vs Parktown. Lost 33–22
After a good first half where we played well
structured rugby and scored two unanswered first
half tries we were disappointed to turn at half time
fifteen all. This largely as a result of a steep penalty
count against us and an excellent kicking display
from the opposition ﬂy half who punished us from as
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you are to a man wonderful individuals displaying
all the character expected of true Boys High Boys
and as a team, collectively, you have been superb.
As was the case in Under 16, coaching you this year
has been both a pleasure and a privilege.
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far as fifty meters out with five penalties. Once again
we had ample possession and opportunity in the
second half but with ten minutes to play and 22–20
up, panic set in and signs of a team desperate to win
saw us squander a scoring chance after a sustained
period of pressure on the opposition’s line. After
relieving the pressure Parktown came back to score
from which we never recovered. A very heavy blow
to a team already low in confidence.
vs Maritzburg college. Lost 21–13.
Without a doubt our best performance of the season
thus far and a good come back after the previous
week’s disappointing display. For the first time this
year we played with the intensity required from the
school’s 1st Rugby XV where every player showed
character, put his body on the line and played with
100% commitment. Yet unfortunately it was not
to be enough. Many of the ills of preceding games
were once again evident. Enough possession and
a territorial advantage but missed opportunities
which proved to be costly. With 15 minutes to play
and trailing 14–13 we had a number of goes at
the opposition line from close quarters only to be
stopped millimeters short and ultimately knock the
ball on. A well worked back line move saw us create
an excellent scoring opportunity from fifteen meters
out only for us to clumsily knock the ball on again.
Signs of a team lacking in confidence and void of
that killer instinct to put games away was very
evident. Shortly after this Maritzburg attacked from
deep in their half to score in the corner and then
proceeded to convert the try from the touch line to
go eight points up. The match was characterised
by an excellent performance on the ground from a
number of forwards, a confident display from the
backs led by Tinus Pretorius but also one where we
felt the pressure in the set pieces up front. A good
performance but a very disappointing result.
vs AHS. Lost. 20–15.
A match in which the result could just as well have
gone the other way. Up against a good A.H.S. side
we held our own in the set pieces and won the
battle on the ground to dominate both territory and
possession. A disappointing start saw A.H.S score an
early “soft” try and another 10 minutes later to see us
trailing 13 points to three after just fifteen minutes.
Although we played some excellent rugby early on
this was to be the half time score. A.H.S again scored
through their backs early in the second half and at
20–3 down many would have expected Boys High
to be dead and buried but, instead, this inspired a
spirited and gutsy fight back. For the next twenty five
minutes there was almost only one team on the field
as the Boys High side held on to the ball and came
with wave after wave of attack. A brilliant individual
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1. PBHS U16C vs KES U16C. Nick Steyn gives the KES players a
good luck pat before he tackles the lineout ball
2. PBHS U15F vs Maritzburg College U15F. Wesley Teague looks to
get his backs going
3. PBHS 1st vs St Johns 1st. Glen Botha gives Niku Kruger the ball
from the lineout
4. PBHS U15A vs St John’s U15A. Dirk Schoeman reaches for the
lineout ball
5. PBHS U15E. Robbie Nardari looks to pass the ball

5
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try by Richmond Collins from inside his own half
broke the dead lock and got us back into the game
while five minutes later a “cheeky show and go”
from Steve Moir saw him score an excellent try under
the poles. The match was back on and at 20 points
to 15 and with 10 minutes to play it was anybody’s
game. Despite playing all the rugby and three “half
chances” in those last few minutes we were not able
to again breech the opposition’s line. On another day
with a different bounce of the ball, the correct option
or a more solid charge down it could all have been so
different. It was truly a superb performance from the
boys and one where they made themselves and their
school extremely proud.
vs St Johns. Won 26–6.
Although we never managed to play the standard
of rugby produced in our previous two matches it
was a game where we dominated in almost every
aspect of play. After a slow start we began to find
our rhythm and for ten minutes before half time
and twenty minutes into the second half we played
constructive rugby and scored four tries in the
process. Having worn St John’s down and building
up some real momentum we would have hoped
to finish strongly but unfortunately, largely due
to some seriously inadequate refereeing, we were
unable to build any further momentum. The score
line certainly does not reﬂect the dominance we had.
It felt great to get a win.
vs St Stithians. Lost 39–34
A bizarre start to the match which saw us make a
number of mistakes upon which the opposition
capitalised to see us 28–0 down after 17 minutes.
Two first half tries saw us claw our way back into
the game and as we started to see more of the ball
and were able to put a number of phases together
the idea of actually coming back to win this match
become a reality. Showing serious determination
and resilience two second half tries, the second with
fifteen minutes to play, saw us pull back to 34–28
with everything to play for. With a player down
“injured” St Stithians unfortunately countered this
immediately with a try of their own to go eleven
points ahead and the match looked all but over. But
yet again the boys dug deep and applying serious
pressure on the opposition’s line, scored a try with
two minutes to play. A quickly taken conversion
saw the score standing at 39–34 with two minutes to
play. St Stithians kicked off but unfortunately after
five phases of play we turned the ball over for the
opposition to kick the ball out and deny us what was
so close to a sensational come back. The match was
played under difficult and emotional circumstances
and it was a seriously gutsy and determined
performance from a team of boys desperate to do
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1. PBHS U15C vs KES U15c. Ransley Pietersen give good support for
Dean de la Rey
2. PBHS 1st vs St Benedicts 1st. Molato Moloko leaves his opposite
player standing
3. PBHS 1st vs Jeppe Boys 1st. Jordan Eveleigh about to steal the ball
from a Jeppe player
272
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well. Although we did not play our best rugby, the
way the team fought back made it a memorable
performance and one to be proud of.
vs Jeppe. Won 24–6.
An excellent start saw us score two attractive and
well worked tries but unfortunately we did not
maintain this momentum for the rest of the match.
Despite ample possession and dominance in the
set pieces we never made use of the ball we had,
failing to assert ourselves on the game and lacking
in penetration.
vs KES. Won 13–11.
After the disappointment of the first match of
the season the boys were always going to be fully
motivated for this game. Up against a very good
and organised team who had not yet lost this year
we were always going to have our hands full.
This victory was more as a result of outstanding
defence than it was of excellent attack. Especially in
the second half, where we had less of the ball and
played most of the match in our own half, we did
well to disrupt KES and prevent them from building
any real momentum. Trailing 11–6 with time up, we
received a penalty ten meters out. A tap and go and
recycled ball saw our captain barge his way over
to score under the posts. While neither team was
allowed to play constructive rugby due once again to
inadequate refereeing, it was a tough and very gutsy
performance which set up this memorable win.
vs Menlopark. Won 36–6.
A very good all round performance against a good
side. After a hard first half where the two sides were
evenly matched it was in the second half where we
started to dominate. A very solid performance in
the line outs where we won all of our ball and most
of theirs, gave us ample possession and laid the
foundation from which we attacked. Good option
taking, handling and recycling of the ball produced
four second half and unanswered tries. There were
a number of fine individual performances in this
comprehensive win but none more so than from
Byron Anderson who, from full back, was powerful,
composed and faultless.
vs Maritzburg. Won 41–15.
After a long and hard season a very satisfying result
in a match played in bitterly cold and wet conditions.
While the score line suggests a convincing victory
it was still a contest where we had to work hard
to score the tries we did. Possession-wise it was a
very even match and we were required to defend
stoically to keep Maritzburg at bay. Although we
took a lot of pressure in the scrums and were not
always on target in the line-outs our performance
in the loose, where in particular Louis Le Roux
kept us going forward, and our game plan, in the
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Player Profiles:
Yanda Madlala. Loose Head Prop. Matches Played:
13. Blue Bulls Academy.
Yanda was undoubtedly the most improved player
this season. After a slow and controversial start to
the year, Yanda improved as he got fitter. Yanda is a
player with loads of potential and as well as he did
this year I still do not think that people (or Yanda
for that matter) truly appreciate just how talented
a player he is. Excellent hands, a good ball carrier,
the ability to execute devastating tackles and, above
all, an outstanding scrummager Yanda has all the
attributes to continue playing the game at a higher
level after school. There is no doubt that Yanda
played a huge role in the success of the front row
this year and, having been associated with Yanda
for three years, I have yet to see him go backwards
at scrum time.
Jacques Hennig. Hooker. Matches Played: 13.
Many would say Jacques is too small to play rugby
at First Team level yet at no stage this year did he
ever look out of place. What Jacques may lack in
size he certainly makes up for in attitude, tenacity,
determination and commitment. Playing in the middle
of the front row Jacques never once outweighed
his opposite number but was never out muscled in
the set piece and played as an important role, if not
bigger, in the success of this unit as his big props.
Jacques worked extremely hard in the off season and
never stopped throughout the season, whether it be
in the gym, on his line-outs or just general play. At
scrum time the attitude Jacques brought to the game
and the pride and responsibility he assumed for this
set piece laid the foundation for its success. Around
the park Jacques had a high work rate ensuring that
he was always exactly where he was meant to be and
doing what was asked of him. His ability to get his
hands on and slow down and even, sometimes, steal
opposition ball, was always a welcome sight.
Jordan Eveleigh. Tight Head Prop. Matches Played
13: Tries: 1.
A powerful young man who is perfectly built for
the tight head side of the scrum. Jordan has all the
attributes to be a seriously good front ranker: a
strong scrummager, good ball carrier, the ability to
put in devastating tackles and very effective at ruck
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conditions, saw us dominate proceedings. Playing
at ﬂy half Matthew Currie repeatedly knocked the
ball into the opposition’s half where well applied
pressure resulted in a number of tries. In particular,
a big game from Thinus Pretorius saw him disrupt
much of the opposition’s ball preventing them from
using their hard earned possession, turning over
ball and even scoring tries.

1

2

3
1. PBHS U15C. James von Bardeleben about to kick with Daniel
Swiegers in support
2. PBHS 1st vs KES 1st. “Going nowhere”. The KES player
surrounded by Boys High players. L–R: Louis van Biljon, Niku
Kruger and Katlego Maake
3. PBHS 1st vs Maritzburg College 1st. Ezekiel Segole leaves the
College defender in his wake as he heads for the try line. Byron
Anderson is in support
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time. As well as he played this year, I feel he is still
capable of better. Midway through the season, once
fully fit, Jordan began to consistently play the rugby
we knew he was capable of. After Jordan’s ankle
injury late in the season our scrummaging power
was never quite the same.
Bjorn Appelgryn. Lock. Matches Played: 12. Tries: 1.
Possibly the find of the season, Bjorn started the year
in the 2nd VX but once given the chance in the first
side made the position his own. An excellent and
natural line-out jumper, Bjorn was responsible for
ninety percent of our possession here. As the season
progressed and Bjorn grew in confidence so his all
round play improved and by the end of the season
he was playing a vital leadership role in single
handedly running the line-outs. Over and above his
excellent lineout work Bjorn constantly proved to
be a menace to the opposition in loose play, hitting
rucks and mauls with real aggression and serious
attitude. Another player many may say is too light
to play at this level but what Bjorn lacked in size he
certainly made up for in attitude.
Molato Moloko. Lock. Matches Played: 10. Blue
Bulls Craven Week.
A natural athlete whose ability at the front of the
line out was missed during his period of injury. A
motivated and dedicated player, Molato always
gave 100 percent whether it be in practice or at
match time. Good feet on the ground and safe hands
in the air always ensured we had safe two ball while
Molato’s tall frame was a continual problem for the
opposition on their ball. This, together with his high
work rate around the park and effective play in the
loose, made Molato a very valuable player.
Louis van Biljon. Flank. Matches Played: 6. Tries: 2.
After a hugely impressive season last year much was
anticipated from Louis but unfortunately this season
was to be ruined by a run of injuries. A damaged
achilles, pulled hamstring and torn calf ensured that
Louis played very little, if any, rugby this year. Every
successful team in the world has a quality open side
ﬂanker which was the role Louis was meant to play, a
position which comes naturally to him. While Louis’
absence was hugely disappointing for both him and
the team I don’t think many realise just how big a
loss he was.
Katlego Maake. Flank. Matches Played: 14. Tries: 5.
Blue Bulls Craven Week.
Playing in his second year of first team rugby,
Katlego certainly lived up to expectation. This is a
player who is an absolute natural to the game and
has the ability to maintain a high work rate. All
the right attributes to be an extremely good loose
forward. Katlego’s ability to read a game often
result in him being in the right place at the right time
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and it is not surprising that he was the side’s top
forward try scorer. It was especially when the team
was playing badly that Katlego would stand out as
a quality player which is testimony to his ability. He
enjoys, and is very effective in, the loose exchanges
of the game where he has a natural ability to get his
hands on the ball. A bright prospect for 2010.
Glen Botha. Flank. Matches Played: 13. Tries: 2.
A loyal and honest player who always wore his
heart on his sleeve. Glen knows nothing else but to
give 100 percent for anything related to Boys High
and it was again no different on the rugby field.
With his natural ability to read a game Glen did very
well playing the “roaming” role of a loose forward,
plugging the gaps at the back and often initiating
the counter attack. In loose play Glen enjoys the
physical side of the game where he proved to be an
effective ball carrier, good stealer and cleaner at ruck
time. Glen’s natural leadership ability was also very
valuable to the team where his level head and desire
to do well always proved to be a calming inﬂuence
and helped to get the best out of the players.
Louis le Roux. Captain. Eighth Man. Matches
Played: 14. Tries: 5. Blue Bulls Craven Week.
Being the senior player in the side, Louis certainly
lived up to expectations this year both as a player
and as the team’s captain. In his own quiet and
uncompromising manner under very difficult
circumstances, Louis was always prepared to
accept responsibility and lead from the front. On
the field Louis has a natural feel and very good
understanding of the game and always seemed to
make the right calls at the right time. As a player
Louis was outstanding. When back in his more
natural position as loose forward Louis produced
the type of rugby we know he is capable of. His
natural strength from the base of the scrum always
got us the “go forward” ball required, his strong
ball carries were an indispensable part of our game
plan and his high work rate and ability to think on
the field were invaluable. In loose play Louis was
worth two players on the field whether it be in
support play, cleaning out rucks, securing ball or in
his “Hulk” like ability to steal ball. He was in fact so
good in this final area that referees often battled to
blow him, penalising him for perfectly legal steals
because they thought it impossible. A very good
rugby player who had an excellent season and has
a bright future.
Marthinus Pretorius. Scrum-half. Matches Played:
10. Tries: 1.
Thinus has made the No. 9 position his own this
season. His superb physical conditioning and
natural strength have seen him being valued as a
fourth loose forward as well as scrumhalf. He has

ground in defence. Do not be surprised if you hear
good things regarding Steve’s developing rugby
career in the future. His strength during time of
personal loss was an inspiration to all in the team.
Kyriacos Floudiotis. Outside centre. Matches
Played: 10. Tries: 1.
In many ways “the Greek” has been the heart, soul
and passion of the backline this year. Being a fiercely
competitive individual and having a very short fuse
has seen the “Greek” liven up practices as well as
games this season. In many ways we coaches knew
that once we selected Kyriacos that he would not
easily give up that position to any other player. He
was a powerful and reliable defender this year and,
in combination with Steve Moir, conceded the bare
minimum of line breaks. He has carried the ball
powerfully when asked to and made several exciting
runs especially from broken play. His strength
during time of personal loss was an inspiration to
all in the team.
John Fourie. Vice Captain. Wing. Matches Played:
14. Tries: 5.
John has thrived this year in his capacity as vice
captain of the team and captain of the backline.
His leadership skills have ensured that the players
remained focused on the task at hand during
training sessions. John has a very advanced level
of understanding when it comes to rugby in
general and I found it wise to listen with attention
whenever John commented on aspects of our play.
Starting at No.13, John eventually played his best
rugby this season at No.14, scoring several tries. He
managed to have a great inﬂuence on most games
despite being relatively far away from the action.
His experience and calmness under pressure had a
positive inﬂuence on the players around him.
Byron Anderson. Full Back. Matches Played: 14.
Tries: 3. Pen.11: Con. 10.
Byron is one of the most versatile rugby players
our school has produced in many years. Playing at
inside centre early in the season he defended like
a brick wall and showed good distribution skills.
It was at No.15, however, that he played his best
rugby. Although he did not get the ball as much as
we would have liked, being physically very strong,
his pacey and well timed runs from the back saw
him cut the defensive line on numerous occasions.
He was very secure in defence at the back showing
great catching and kicking skills. The attribute that
Byron will probably be best remembered for is his
defensive abilities. He worked very hard at his
positional play at the back and was never caught out
of position. The number of times that his try-saving
cover defense tackles saved the day are numerous
indeed.
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worked hard at his pass and his kicking game has
become a potent weapon for the team, relieving
pressure on the ﬂyhalf. His ability to stand his man
when isolated with the ball has allowed for the
support players to reach him, ensuring continuity of
play. Thinus, unfortunately, missed several games in
the middle of the season as a result of a nose injury.
The good physical condition in which he returned
from injury furthermore reﬂects on his good attitude
towards his team and his strong moral fibre.
Kyle Stanley. Fly-half. Matches Played: 12. Tries: 0.
Pen.: 3. Con.: 11.
Kyle is the epitome of a hard-working and dedicated
team man. There is not one player that has worked
harder at his game this season than Kyle. His huge
boot for a relatively tiny player has successfully
relieved pressure on the team this season and when
asked to take over the goal kicking he succeeded in
a high percentage of his attempts. His good lines
of running kept the opposing backline honest and
created good pace and forward impetus in our
backline. Despite his stature, Kyle became known as
a reliable defender of his channel and never backed
away from a physical challenge.
Richmnod Collins. Wing. Matches Played: 9. Tries:
10. Blue Bulls Craven Week.
Richmond has taken several steps forward this
season in his rugby career. He has shown that his
catching and passing skills are of a good standard.
Several opposing ﬂy halves tried putting pressure
on Richmond this season by kicking on him, only
to see the folly in this strategy with Richmond
making safe catches and returning the ball at pace
and with strength for several exciting individual
tries. He has a natural raw talent and can do things
on a rugby field that most wings can only dream of.
He has truly been the team’s most potent attacking
player this season. His selection for the Bulls
Craven Week team for a second year running came
as no surprise to anyone. A formidable prospect
for the future.
Steven Moir. Inside centre. Matches Played: 12.
Tries: 1. Pen.: 2. Con.: 7.
Steve is one of the most improved rugby players
this season. Steve has always had natural talent and
ﬂair. He is a player with quick feet and can beat an
opponent with his stepping skills. He is a great passer
of a rugby ball and these distribution skills have
created opportunity for his teammates out wide.
Steve furthermore has a prodigious boot and has
succeeded when asked to do the goal kicking duties
this season. The biggest improvement this season,
however, was in his much improved strength and
physical conditioning, allowing him to carry the ball
with purpose and confidence as well as standing his
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The following players also represented the 1st XV this year:
Ethan van der Walt
Wing/Full back
Matches 6
Ezekiel Segole
Wing
Matches 5
Brandon Smith
Prop
Matches 5
Benjamin Wicks
Prop
Matches 5
Michael Elliot-Murray
Hooker
Matches 5
Niku Kruger
Scrum half
Matches 4
Vaughan Smith
Wing
Matches 4
Gary Maritz
Flank
Matches 3
Matthew Currie
Fly half
Matches 2
George Kurz
Scrum half
Matches 3
JP Heyns
Wing
Matches 3
Neill Barnardt
Flank
Matches 2
Mongezi Bosch
Wing
Matches 1
Dylan Richter
Centre
Matches 1

Tries 1
Tries 3

Tries 1

PBHS 1st vs KES 1st. Boys High drive for the line. Looking for the winning try

2nd XV Rugby Team
Players: Ben Wicks; Michael Elliot-Murray; Jason
Fourie; Brandon Smith; Cameron Thomson; Keagan
Schlunz; Phil Ray; Schalk de Waal; Gary Maritz;
Neill Barnardt; Michael Fisher; Dean van Bassen
Jongbloet; Sven Appelgryn; Niku Kruger; Cobus
van der Merwe; Matthew Currie; Mitchell Harris;
Dwayne Liebenberg; Dylan Richter; Mongezi Bosch;
Ezekiel Segole; Ethan van der Walt; Nathan Truter;
Vaughan Smith
During the 2009 season the 2nd XV should only have
experienced two losses (the 8–40 drubbing against a
superb Maritzburg College side on Goldstones and
the 10–34 loss to Affies). Unfortunately we lost three
matches!
The boys played some super rugby at stages
during the season, especially the return fixture on
Brooks against College (where we lost 6–12). The
boys were superb up front and in executing the game
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plan – the only problem was that we just couldn’t
get the ball over the try line whitewash!
We were lucky to get away with a draw and a win
against St Johns and Menlopark respectively, as the
boys just did not turn up on the day and were never
in the game against these two sides. This, however,
epitomised the character, ability and determination
of this team, in that they still managed not to lose
these games. No matter how poorly they may have
played on the day they were a special bunch of players
with whom I had the opportunity of working: if they
could be so poor and not lose, then how brilliant they
would be if everything ‘clicked’ and they played to
their true potential? They showed some glimpses of
this ability in the return fixture against College.
We scrummed well throughout the season
(except against College on Goldstones) and Ben
Wicks, Michael Elliot-Murray and Brandon Smith
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I would like to congratulate Phil Ray on the way
in which he captained and led the side in 2009. He
maintained discipline and respect amongst the team and
knew what to say when certain situations demanded it.
I had coached many of the boys in this year’s 2nd
XV before but would like to make special mention of
Phil Ray, Ben Wicks, Brandon Smith and Mongezi
Bosch who were in my U15B side in 2006 and it was
great to see how these how chaps had developed
and grown, not just as rugby players, but as young
men and I would like to wish them all the best for
whatever the future may hold.
I really and truly enjoyed coaching a great bunch
of talented individuals who became a very good
team and, hopefully, the ‘boneheads’ will forgive me
for the chirping and abuse they received throughout
the year (as much as I enjoyed it). Coaching rugby at
Boys High and the various individuals from different
backgrounds and cultures that one encounters makes
working with them so enjoyable; seeing these guys
mould into a formidable unit in 2009 was awesome!
I wish the matrics in the 2nd XV much success
both in rugby and in life as they leave Boys High.
Thank you to the rest of the boys for a great year
and, hopefully, with hard work and dedication you
will be representing the Candies in 2010!

PBHS 1st vs KES 1st. Bjorn Appelgryn feeds Niku Kruger

PBHS U15E. Robbie Nardari breaks out with plenty of support
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more than held their own and were extremely quick
and versatile around the park which often helped
defensively as well as in securing turnover ball.
Elliot-Murray’s line out throwing got better as the
season went on, where Phil Ray, Sven Appelgryn
and Gary Maritz (on the shift-drive) won us a lot of
clean ball. Ray was very good at running the lineouts and jumping at ‘two’ as well as in the short line
outs, and Appelgryn was a tower of strength at ‘4’!
Keagan Schlunz, Wicks and the other supporters at
line out time were exceptional and a few of the tricks
they had learnt at line out time were well used!
The 2nd XV loose forwards were a very good
bunch, unfortunately we lost our 8th man, Michael
Fisher, to a serious knee injury but Sven Appelgryn
filled the gap very well and the more he played to
the ball the better he became. Maritz was superb! He
played to the ball continuously and created much
turn over ball for us which, in turn, allowed Neill
Barnardt to play a bit looser and carry the ball a
bit more. The three loose forwards complemented
each other extremely well and often frustrated
opposition forwards which led to penalties and
scoring opportunities.
Niku Kruger supplied his half back partner with
some good service and his ‘box kick’ was very good
(especially against College on Brooks). The ﬂy half
position varied throughout the season and just as
Matthew Currie had settled, he was duly rewarded
with a call up to the 1st XV. Currie and his centres,
Dylan Richter and Dwayne Liebenberg, combined
well and played a very direct brand of rugby against
all opposition. Defensively they had no peers in any
of the sides we played and literally smashed their
opposition into oblivion!
We had some serious pace out wide and our wings
and full back created many opportunities. Mongezi
Bosch, Ethan van der Walt, Ezekiel Segole, Vaughan
Smith and Nathan Truter always attacked the space
and their running lines from set plays were very
good. Some special tries were scored by the ‘pretty
boys’ throughout the season!

Results:
King Edward VII
Parktown
Affies
St Albans
Jeppe
Menlopark
Played:
Lost:
Points for:

00–00
12–00
10–34
45–00
38–00
15–12
12
3
229

St Benedicts
Maritzburg College
St Johns
St Stithians
KES
Maritzburg College
Won:
Drawn:
Points against:

38–00
8–40
10–10
26–15
21–08
6–12
7
2
131

Richard Köhne
Coach
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3rd XV Rugby Team
The 3rd Rugby XV enjoyed a successful season
this year winning most of their games. Much of the
team’s success lay in the wonderful enthusiasm and
commitment of the players, not only to the School
but to themselves. The sunny winter mornings
enjoyed on Brooks Field under African skies will
have lasting memories for all.
The forwards were more than competent in the
scrums and line-outs and held their own against
the best of sides. Loose play was generally of an
acceptable standard but could have been made more
efficient by better finished off rucking.
The backline produced some really fine running
rugby and many more tries could have been
scored had a couple more passes found their mark.

Performances throughout the season were usually
consistent with fine displays of attractive rugby and
a tenacious effort to win.
Regular players were: Cameron Thomson (Captain),
Jason Fourie, Given Manzini, Pierre Leeﬂang,
Warwick Zimmer, Drikus Maré, Johnny Enslin, Dean
van Bassen Jongbloet, Cobus van der Merwe, Mitchell
Harris, Wanda Machete, Michael Light, Pierre Rodgers
(Captain and Vice Captain), Wilhelm Theron, Heinrich
Olmesdahl, TJ Paulsen, Alon Bernitz, James van den
Boogaard, Mickey Tavares, Keagan Schlunz, Sven
Appelgryn, Dwayne Liebenberg.
Paul Ewart-Phipps
Coach

4th and 5th Rugby Team
The 4th and 5th XV had a mixed season. At times they
played sparkling rugby and scored some wonderful
tries, at other times they would inexplicably lose
focus and leave tries begging.
The progress of the 4th and 5th XV was hampered
somewhat by the unusually large number of players
lost due to illness and injury. This was frustrating
for coach and boys alike. Fortunately, the neversay-die attitude of the boys and a sound defensive
pattern alleviated this somewhat. There were many
positives for me as a coach during the season. The
positive mindset of the boys and a belief (which
they proved) that they could take on allcomers
were foremost amongst these. It was a pleasure to
work with young men who were so dedicated and
passionate towards their School and their team. This
was a very fit group of players. All the hard work
(and bleep tests) paid off when they beat teams with
bigger boys by simply running them off their feet.
Another positive for me was the large number of
players who moved up into higher sides. When a
young man refuses to accept his lot and works even
harder to progress, it is a good lesson in life and an
example to those around him. Three players from
the 4th XV this year even managed to get first team
caps.
I would like to thank my co-coach, Mr Ruan
Crouse, who took care of the backline with great
success. He was instrumental in the development
of many players and his patience and energy were
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greatly appreciated by the boys. I would also like
to thank all the parents who supported and hosted
this year.
Finally, I would like to thank the boys who
represented the marines this year. Your enthusiasm
and antics kept me amused and reminded me what
coaching and this School are all about.
Players of the season 4th XV:
Most improved player 4th XV:
Player of the season 5th XV:
Most improved player 5th XV:

vs KES
vs St Benedicts 3rd
vs Parktown
vs College
vs AHS
vs St Johns
vs St Albans 4th
vs Saints
vs Jeppe
vs KES
vs AHS
vs Menlo 3rd
vs College

C McBride
d
Coach

4th XV
W25–11
–
W 62–0
L 0–16
L 0–13
W 42–3
–
W 50–0
W 50–6
L 14–17
L 0–15
–
W 11–0

Hlumelo Mgaju
Ivan Leimecke
Riccardo Pucciatti
Santiago Varela Cortabarria
5th XV
W 20–10
W 50–0
W 50–0
L 0–15
L 0–38
–
W 13–17
W 26–0
–
W 15–0
–
W 14–11
L 0–28
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1. PBHS 1st vs Maritzburg College 1st. Katlego Maake looking for a
way through the College defence
2. PBHS U15B vs St John’s U15B. Emil de Beer charges into the
opposition
3. PBHS 1st vs KES 1st. Bjorn Appelgryn soars above his KES
counterparts during a lineout
4. PBHS 1st vs Maritzburg College 1st. Thinus Pretorius stops a
College player in his tracks
5. U14D – PBHS vs St Johns. Greg de Villiers takes a line out against
St Johns
6. U14D – PBHS vs St Johns. Kagiso Mpipi ensures a St Johns player
goes nowhere
The Pretorian
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6th and 7th Rugby Team
Only two things are ever certain in the 6th and 7th
teams: the same fifteen will never play together more
than once and cream will always rise to the top. The
open trials and selection process is always a difficult
one, particularly when we have the new Form 4s
taking part. We had a good blend of the regular
stalwarts from last year like Ricardo Pucciatti,
Mario Maartens, Byron Harding and the like, but
they were soon lost to the 5th team. Where we take
pride is when a player is taken from the 8th, 9th or 10th
team and very quickly moves into the higher teams.
Classic examples of this are Divan Ehlers, a prop
turned ﬂyhalf and Vincent Ramantsima.
We had a slow, stuttered start to the season which
resulted in defeat, by very slender margins, for both
the 6th and 7th teams against Maritzburg College and,
in the case of the 6th team, an unfair slender margin.

The Affies fixture was upon us very soon this season
and took place in torrid conditions where both
teams battled and defended like Trojans, but sadly,
we came off second best. Apart from these setbacks,
both teams obliterated all their other opponents.
There was even the sweet taste of retribution against
both Affies and Maritzburg College for the 7th team
later in the season. Unfortunately, the 6th team was
unable to share that same feeling.
Unfortunately, opposition teams were not always
available for both teams every Saturday. We would
like to thank Mr Housdon for all his efforts in
organising fixtures for both these teams, as well as
lending us rugby balls on the odd occasion.
N Loupos and C Woodcock
Coaches

8th Rugby Team
The season as a whole was extremely successful.
The boys played every game with a passion for the
sport. What made the 8th XV so special was their
ability to play for each other and their eagerness to
play no matter what position. Many boys filled new
positions on a weekly basis.
The team was led by Dave van Coller who proved
to be an outstanding captain this season. A game
that stood out for me was our encounter against
Menlopark 4th/3rd teams. The 8th team had played

PBHS 1st vs St Johns 1st. A missed lineout from Boys High. Mike
Elliot-Murray looks to gather the ball
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the previous game as the 7th side as the sevenths
had virtually no players. The game was much life
water polo with sunning subs but the boys found it
in themselves to achieve a 11–5 victory.
I would like to thank all the boys for being such
dedicated players and giving it their all at every
match.
Rigard van Aardt
Coach

PBHS U15B. Luke Stevenson takes a shot at goal
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I cannot say how much I enjoyed this season with
the ninths. The boys played hard every game and
put Boys High’s name before them in every aspect.
Practices were fun to go to, (we never knew what was
going to happen to Skippy each time around), and
games were serious but fun. We won the majority
of our games with a scorecard that I am more than
proud of! Three games stood out to me above all: 1.
Our battle in Pietermaritzburg where we suffered a
minor defeat of 17–15. You boys put everything into
that game. 2. The only team to beat Affies in the rain
on a freezing Saturday. 3. The major win against

Pecanwood 1st team, showing those boys how we
play rugby. I would just like to thank each and every
one of you for your dedication, your heart on the
field and for all the laughs. I would also like to thank
Mr Koekemoer for all the help with the forwards.
You boys are a great bunch of guys and I’m sure
each and every one of you is going to make it big in
the world.
Players of the season: All of you.
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9th Rugby Team

Chase Anderson
Coach

U16A Rugby
Opponents
KES
St Benedicts
Parktown
Maritzburg away
Affies
St Johns
St Albans
St Stithians
Jeppe
KES
Menlopark
Maritzburg home
Total
Games played:
Games won:
Games lost:

Result
W 13–8
W 20–0
W 68–0
L 5–26
L 0–31
W 27–12
W 22–0
L 13–17
W 22–7
W 14–10
W 17–0
W 6–0

Points for
13
20
68
5
0
27
22
13
22
14
17
6
227

Points against
8
0
0
26
31
12
0
17
7
10
0
0
111

12
9 (75%)
3 (25%)

Late in 2008 it was announced that I would coach
the under 15A’s of 2008 for another season. What
an honour to coach and mould this group of boys
for one more season. As a group we knew that we
had had a good 2008 season, but we had lost a few
matches that we should have won. The 2009 Rugby
season was the ideal opportunity to set the record
straight and to show everyone our true worth.
The first obstacle that we had to overcome was
the loss of a few 2008 players who had either left or
decided to quit rugby. A few guys from last year’s B
and even C rugby teams had to step up to the plate
and fill the gaps. That is exactly what happened
and the boys did not disappoint at all. We had lost
our ﬂyhalf and so Rossouw de Waal moved from
fullback to ﬂyhalf. What a revelation! His team mates
eventually voted him the Most Valuable Player in
the team. At lock we had another huge hole to fill.
Who else but Dylan Hayes stepped up, claimed the
position and made it his own? He had an outstanding
season and easily bridged the gap from B team

to A team. We also needed a wing, since we had
ano
another gap there. Someone who started his rugby
in tthe C-team last year, Daniel Truter, accepted his
resp
responsibilities at left wing and did he do well! With
lim
limited pace, but plenty of insight into the game,
he eexcelled and was, with Dylan Hayes, one of the
mo
most improved players of the season. Shuichi Tabei
step
stepped up as an excellent loose forward to complete
a ve
very efficient loose forward trio.
W
We started the season with our opener against
KES on their main field. As if that was not daunting
eno
enough, we had a few injured players, including
our loose head prop, centre and scrumhalf. We
wer
were fortunate enough to have Connor Gallagher
step up as scrumhalf and also to assume the kicking
dut
duties. Under pressure he kicked a conversion from
the side and two penalties to secure the game for
us. This was definitely one of the most difficult, but
imp
impressive, starts to a season. Well done boys!
With forward dominance, at scrum time but more
regularly during lineouts, we were able to secure
most of our balls and some of the opposition’s.
Dylan Thomson and Lynton Mare were very solid
in the lineouts and Shaun Ray never seemed to miss
them with his throw-ins. Practising lineouts against
the 1st team had a huge effect on our lineouts. One
can never discard the value of boys learning from
each other, especially when the coaching team plays
for the Candies. Our backline also matured and
started to ask questions of the opposition by running
angles and making sure that they did everything at
pace. As a team, our kicking patterns and positional
play really improved and we started to function as a
complete unit. We were unfortunate to lose our away
fixture against Maritzburg College. We dominated
up front, but Maritzburg managed to score four tries
from turnover ball. In our match against Affies, we
were in the game during the first half while it was
still raining. In the second half, we were outplayed
The Pretorian
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at the back by a faster, more skilful backline. The
worst loss of the season was against St Stithians. We
were fast asleep during the first half and allowed
them to get too far ahead. We made an excellent
comeback during the second half, but it was just too
late to win the game. The disappointment of this loss
motivated us for the rest of the season. After this
disappointment we did not lose another match. The
return fixture against Maritzburg College was a huge
revenge fixture for us and we had to win. Within the
first five minutes we lost our loose head prop with
a shoulder injury, the reserve prop was injured in
the B-team match and we had to improvise. Shaun
Ray, captain courageous and hooker, moved to prop
and our ﬂank, Shuichi Tabei, moved to hooker. We
sent Tyran Moraites, a ﬂanker, on as substitute.
Maritzburg is known for their scrumming ability,
but with the green, red and white ﬂowing through
our veins, we scrummed them and actually looked
forward to the next scrum. We had only two kickable
penalties and Donovan O’Grady kicked both. Our
defence was not breeched once and we beat them
6–0.
To captain courageous, Shaun Ray: thank you for
two years of loyal support. The way in which you
led the team was admirable. The boys believe in
you and have plenty of respect for you. You always
led by example. Thank you for playing prop when I
needed you to help us out!
What a season! We improved our winning record
from a 50% to a 75% win ratio. Thank you to the boys
for always attending every practice, for four days a
week for every week of the season. There was never
a complaint and the commitment and passion was
very visible. I looked forward to practice everyday
and enjoyed your wonderful sense of humour on the
field. I wish you the best of luck for 2010 when some
of you will have the honour of wearing the Candies
and others will have to work hard in some of the
lower teams. Never give up and know that anything
is possible if you want it badly enough. I will
follow your rugby careers with great anticipation.
Congratulations go to the four boys who made the
Provincial teams this year. It is always an honour
and a learning process to play some rugby outside
the Boys High environment.
To all the junior coaches, stay positive and thank
you for all the hard work that you have put in
once again this season. Your time and efforts have
not gone unnoticed and we do appreciate your
contribution towards creating a Boys High rugby
style and culture in all the boys.
Mike Smuts
Coach
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3
1. PBHS 1st vs KES 1st. Kyriacos Floudiotis gets hold of a KES player
2. PBHS U15C vs AHS U15C. Ransley Pietersen on the charge
3. PBHS 1st vs Maritzburg College 1st. Louis le Roux on the charge
with support players Glen Botha and Katlego Maake
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U16C Rugby

Winning and losing does not always determine
whether the season was a good or bad one. A
good season is also determined by the positive and
enthusiastic attitude of the boys. Do they want to
be there or do they have to be there and therefore
just go through the motions? In this case, it was the
former and it was wonderful to have a strong core of
enthusiastic boys for most of the season.

n the three most important
The fight they showed in
matches was unquestionable, starting with the first
match in Maritzburg where all the odds were against
us. The weather, the loss of three key players due to
injury and having boys who had already played a
full match, made life extremely difficult, but the boys
ground out a 3–3 draw. The second match against
Maritzburg College was just as tough, but had a
sweeter end with a great victory, even though it was
only 6–3. The other match that was memorable was
the match against the old foes across the railway
line. As it started, so did the rain and the rain did
not let up until the final whistle. The team lost 9–23
but it was a wonderful fight. Thanks must go to all
the boys who played and to their parents for all the
support. A special word of thanks goes to Brandon
Roux who captained the side.

2009 proved to be a very successful, as well as
enjoyable, season with the U16C Rugby team. It was
evident from our first practice together (a two hour
stint running shuttles up “suicide”) that I had been
handed a group of boys with all the determination
in the world.
Our season got off to a shaky start with a narrow
loss against KES and it was back to the drawing board.
It was clear that we were lacking in some of the basics.
After looking at the size and mobility of our forwards,
we decided to adopt a more physical approach to our
rugby and so started the hours and hours of rucking,
endless fitness sessions and ‘sets’ for every dropped
ball. The hard work put into honing the basics and
getting around the field soon paid off.
Having been totally outplayed by a very clinical
AHS side, the boys pulled themselves together and
came back the following week to beat St Albans by 80
points. The most memorable game of the season was
a ve
very hard fought 21–20 win against Maritzburg
Coll
College, with the return fixture also going our way,
22–5 in very wet and cold conditions.
A number of players performed very well this
seas
season and deserve a special mention. Firstly, the
team was captained by De Wet Taljaard who has the
pote
potential to become a great ﬂyhalf. His vision and
lead
leadership skills pulled the squad through some
very testing times and I look forward to seeing
him develop over the years. Dominic Korb, our
outside centre, is another player to look out for in
the future. His solid defence, eye for the gap and
excellent handling skills made him a very important
asset to our team. When it came to the forwards
we were blessed in every department. A big front
row, two tall, strong locks and three very mobile
loose forwards in the form of Monty Mhuruyengwe,
Jason Tunnel and James Gardiner made life much
easier for the backs and gave them the freedom to
run riot.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all
the members of the squad for their dedication and
hard work throughout the season. My thanks also
go to the parents for their support.

Andrew de Kock
Coach

Ryan O’Donoghue
Coach

Matches played:
J Frimmel
10
D Fisher
10
K Twiname
10
J Hart
10
J Jacobs
10
T Peters
9
B Roux
9
D Sixel
8
D Reynders
8
T Moraites
8
C Gallagher
8
L Ridgeway
8
R Pieterse
8
M Ehlers
7
M Russell
5

D Strydom
M Calitz
T Williams
N Steyn
G Colin
C Marais
J Tunnel
K van Staden
C Moraites

<5
<5
<5
<5
<5
<5
<5
<5
<5

Matches played:
Played: 10
Won:
6
Lost:
3
Drew:
1
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Although we did not have a great start to the season
with our loss to KES away, the boys were determined
not to let this get in the way and ruin the rest of their
season. I had coached most of this team when they
played in the Under 15 team so I knew most of them
and looked forward to another enjoyable year with a
great bunch of guys. With both the boys and I being
disappointed in their performance against KES, the
boys pulled a convincing win against Parktown out
of the hat.
The away trip to Maritzburg College was early in
the season and we all know how difficult it is to play
them on their home turf. However, this did not deter
our team and they won the game 46–3.
The next game brought Affies and this is the
biggest match of the year. I must congratulate all the
boys who played in this game as although we lost, we

tackled and rucked like demons and on a number of
occasions we out-rucked Affies off their own ball.
The rest of the season was different in terms of
commitment and enthusiasm. We drew to John
Vorster C team away, lost to Affies the second time
around, convincingly beat KES and drew 1–1 against
Maritzburg College.
I would like to thank every boy who participated
in the team and everyone who had an inﬂuence
on the side. My special thanks go to the captains
Terrence Shimwell and Jamie Murray. I wish all
the players the best of luck for their future rugby
careers. Never give up and don’t forget who taught
you everything you know.
Gary Sanders
Coach

U16E/F Rugby
Taking the U16s on for the 2009 season would be
a much easier task, it seemed, after having worked
with the U15 sides the previous year. After the trial
phase at the beginning of the rugby season, things
looked very promising. There were boys with out
and out talent and many boys with true Boys High
heart. The season started off with a match against
KES which we unfortunately lost. The KES side
was ready for us, but showing the guts I so often
spoke about at practice, the boys clawed back into
the game, losing by a last minute place kick by the
KES side. The benchmark had been set and the boys
were ready for a long, hard season ahead. Monday
fitness, Tuesday rucking and handling, Thursday
technique, offensive and defensive lines (captain’s
practice), and so the season progressed; although I
must say there were many practices where the boys
and I would have drop goal competitions and just
fool around to build up our team morale. The boys
came through with solid wins throughout the season
such as KES at home, Maritzburg College away and
home, and the list goes on. Unfortunately, there
were many players from both sides who decided
to quit rugby and the U16 F team was basically the
U16 E team as well. However, in spite of that, there
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were many boys who stuck with me until the end.
The boys fought tirelessly week in and week out for
their game against Affies and finally played them in
nothing short of a thunder storm. I salute you! From
the first week of training, my first words to the boys
as a team, were that I, as the coach, have two goals
to achieve before the end of the season. My first goal
was to have fun and the second one was to get every
single player in my team to play at least one game
for the U16 D team. I also aimed to develop each
and every player and improve their rugby skills as
a whole. I am proud to say that at least 90% of the
boys achieved this. The best thing about coaching
these boys was not to see how hard they were
working when we did fitness, or the fighting spirit
shown when we were behind in a match, it was their
attitude shown after every event that took place. I
congratulate the U16E/F boys; I am very proud of
their positive attitude. I was always proud of you!
No matter how hard it was to lose, or even win, the
boys would walk off the field smiling. I wish you
good luck for the future.
Shaun Landsberg
Coach
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1. PBHS U15C. Dean de la Rey on the charge.
Daniel Swiegers in support
2. PBHS U15D vs AHS U15D. Mr Ewart-Phipps
ensures a good scrum between the teams
3. PBHS U15C vs Maritzburg College U15C. Boys
High giving College a torrid time in the scrum
4. U14D – PBHS vs St Johns. Calvin Howard
trying to get away from a St Johns tackler
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U15A Rugby
The U15 rugby players awaited the 2009 trial day
with great enthusiasm. Teams were put together
and times allocated for the big day.
Thirty boys were selected to represent the A and
B teams for the first game of the season. Out of these
players, twenty-two were selected to play in the
annual François Swart rugby week held at AHS.
After only a few practices we tackled our first
opponents at the Affies rugby week, a school from
Namibia. The boys played their hearts out but,
unfortunately, lost in the dying seconds of the game
when the opposition crossed the line. Small mistakes
cost us dearly.
This became the trend for the season. The players
worked hard during the week, but unfortunately,
on Saturday, after being in the game for most of the
match, they would make one or two mistakes and

lose the game.
Our best game came against a well-rounded
side from St Stithians College. The boys gelled and
played as a unit and crossed the try line more than
four times. They kicked well, handled well, recycled
well and created space for the speedsters to run. This
was a glimpse of the talent these boys had.
What impressed me the most about the U15A
rugby XV was the way in which they grew in
themselves, the friendships they forged as they
became complete rugby players.
This is definitely a side to be watched as their
eagerness to learn and improve are the qualities of
champions.
M Badenhorst
Coach

PBHS 1st run out onto Brooks.
R–L: Louis van Biljon, Vaughan Smith, Steven Moir, John Fourie, Kyriacos Floudiotis, Byron Anderson
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This year I had the great privilege of coaching a group
of boys who literally transformed into men right
before my eyes and I cannot wait to see how they
develop further! These boys are the most passionate
and proud PBHS boys and come 2012, when the
Candies jersey is in their good hands, watch out
South Africa! Although physically small, these boys
were fitter, stronger and mentally tougher than their
opponents in virtually every game and they believed
that they were unstoppable. To be honest, the way
they responded at training by keeping quiet and
absorbing the very, very tough practices they had
me convinced too! I really enjoyed the “psyche-up
sessions” before games, especially the Maritzburg
College home game which we were expected to
lose. However, all were prepared to lose life and
limb for the next man and we ended victorious.
The look in their eyes, the way “All we see is red
and green!” was chanted at a deafening level would
make anyone walking past believe that that is
exactly ALL they saw. That is how they approached
their opponents – red blood pumping through their
veins, white symbolising a clear mind focused on
playing within the rules and green symbolising
the green grass on the fields of glory! Watching the
forwards soften their opponents with a smile on their
faces and the tiny backs putting their bodies on the
line and, in fact smashing their bigger opponents,
one realised that we could win a lot more than we
would lose. That is exactly how the season panned
out, although there were some glitches along the
way, three to be specific. The first one was losing
(away) to Maritzburg College 3–38. The second
blemish was when we completely underrated Jeppe
and thought we would win by 50 points if we just
tied our boot laces! Well, the saying, “never play a
man’s reputation” rang true and for the majority of
the game we were down. Once again, this team, like
true champions, took adversity and turned it on its
head and although we never won, after being 0–15
down, we drew 15–15. This was testimony to the
character that these boys displayed all season. The
last bad performance was against Affies when we
led 3–0 for twenty minutes, but that was not enough.
We conceded a soft try and trailed 30–5 at half time
and one would have expected a killer second half,
but it was not to be. We lost, although by not much,
we lost, and there is no place for a loser. This tough
life lesson was learned by the boys and they decided
there and then that the only way that they would
ever again lose is if they could not move! Seven
more games and we never lost again! This included
a complete turnaround of the away Maritzburg
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humiliation by defeating St Stithians, St Johns,
Parktown, KES and my personal favourite,
Menlopark. In this game we trailed 0–9 for fifteen
minutes and as a team the boys decided that a home
loss is never ever acceptable and set a very big target
saying, “if we don’t win by 50 points we have let
Boys High down and should be expelled, we are not
failures, we will get this!” In the remaining thirtyfive minutes I witnessed the best schoolboy rugby
comeback I have ever seen in my life with the final
score being 52–9 to PBHS. Winning is very important
and it is the very reason we compete as no one likes
losing. We constantly need to measure ourselves
against the best with the hope of triumph and this
team enjoyed a very healthy win/loss record. Life
lessons to take from this season are as follows:
• Tough times galvanise a team and one day you
will face tough times. It is your duty to steer
the ship, get your hands dirty and show some
courage.
• Trust! I never arrived for a practice until you
had taken yourselves for a tough fitness session
with skip ropes, push ups and core at every
session. You never let me or yourselves down
and therefore you know now that hard work gets
rewards!
• Just because you are down doesn’t mean you
need to stay down.
• Maritzburg College = a massive loss in Maritzburg;
guts, determination, fired up/focused = winners
at home!
• Affies up 3–0 for fifteen minutes, down 5–3 half
time = massive loss but you turned the season.
• Jeppe = underrated, no respect for your opponent
= punished.
• You learned to steal! In this case you stole the
First Team Water Polo slogan “I-M-P-A-C-T”
which stands for INTENSITY, MOTIVATION,
PASSION, AWARENESS, COMMUNICATION,
TRUST!
I wish to thank every boy who played a part in
the U15B team this year and wish you all the very
best in achieving your goals and becoming the best
rugby player you can become in the future. I also
wish to thank my assistant coach, Karel, for all his
hard work and without whom the backline would
have been ignored all season and, in turn, the team
would never have reached the heights it did!
Good luck boys! I cannot wait to watch you play,
wherever it may be, because you are awesome!
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Lionel Randall
Coach
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U15C Rugby
Reporting on my first season as coach was never
going to be an easy task. However, I could not have
wished to kick off my coaching career with a better
group of boys. In years to come I think the things
I will remember most about the season will not be
our results or our magnificent tries, but rather the
character of the boys. Most of our games were very
closely fought and almost always resulted in a loss,
but what stood out for me was the boys’ commitment
to return to fitness training on Monday afternoons.
For Mr Noonan and I it was not an easy task to
single anyone out, but in terms of his extraordinarily
high number of tries scored, Waheed Du Pont has to
be our most valuable player. He impressed everyone
with his ability to score tries when we needed them
the most.

A season like this would not have been possible
without the strong leadership skills of the Captain,
Daniel Swiegers, and the Vice Captain, Matthew
Hawken. During a season like this there will always
be a few players who improve their skills and feel for
the game. To mention but a few: Nicholas Slabbert,
Ransley Pietersen and Dean de la Rey.
If I can single out one moment which stood out for
me, it was the second game against Maritzburg College
where, despite half the team being sick, we still fielded
a full team and only narrowly lost to them.
My thanks go to Mr Noonan and all of the boys of
the 15C team for making this a memorable season.
Cornelius Smit
Coach

U15D Rugby
It is with great enthusiasm that I write the report
for the U15D Rugby team of 2009. This team,
like no other that I have coached, created a firm
understanding of each other as well as the way
in which I coached and this made for a very tight
bond during our time together. Before discussing
the season it must be mentioned that without the
help of a very successful, hard working and wellliked captain, Garrick O’Brien, the successful
season we shared would not have been possible.
Having said that, our captain proved to be a joker.
This trait was shared by most of the players and
made for a circus-like environment at times and
World War II at others. This was because of their
coach’s inability to laugh at their useless jokes mere
minutes before writing some of his most important
honours papers!
Our season started with two straight wins and it
was clear we were going to be a force with which
to be reckoned. We followed this with two losses
against two very formidable teams of AHS and
Maritzburg College. Thus, we decided to forget the
past and start the season all over again. The boys
understood this theory and put in some hard work
both on and off the field. At practice they understood
the importance of working on their mistakes,
constantly trying to improve. When they were not
at practice they worked on getting to know each
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other and with each passing day it was evident that
this ’new season’ was going to work. Once we had
adopted this way of thinking and stopped worrying
about our previous games, we started focusing, one
game at a time, on the game ahead. The hard hours
of training paid off and we were rewarded with four
straight wins. Unfortunately, we ended term two
with another loss against AHS.
We lost many of the team’s core players in the
third term. Some went to Bush School, others crossed
the railway line to Affies and of course, there were
injuries. We were forced to regroup at the beginning
of Term 3. With many new players and a lot of work
to be done, the boys were eager to become involved.
Unfortunately, we also lost our last game to an
earlier opponent, a well-oiled Maritzburg College.
One of the highlights of the season was in the last ten
minutes of the game, when the boys played some of
their most inspiring rugby. It is these moments that
define who we are and this group of boys became
men overnight. They did themselves and the School
proud!
I would like to thank all the boys who ‘jammed’
in the U15D team and for the memories we made. “
‘Tis here we learn to live.”
Sean Jacobs
Coach
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U15E Rugby

With excitement in the air as trials started and an
ambitious coach, players were anxious to start the
new season.
I attended the first practice session of the season
where there was an eagerness to work hard and
improve. This was evident in how well the team
reacted to and approached each practice. The team
decided to ‘practice as you play’. This was evident
in our first away fixture against KES where the
passion, commitment and brotherhood bond came
to the fore even though we narrowly lost. The boys
had a ’never-say-die’ attitude which made all the
spectators proud. Michael Kohlmeyer proved to
be a competent captain who always had a word
of motivation for his team mates and led from the
front. He is a player and captain to look out for in
the future.
The most memorable part of our season was
when we were invited to a Sevens tournament by
Pecanwood College. The boys showed character and
proved to be the epitome of Boys High boys when it
came to manners. To top it all, we won the tournament
and were awarded the Overall Best School award.
After our narrow defeat against Maritzburg College
at the beginning of the season and the good set of
results at the Pecanwood tournament, the boys were
confident that they would beat College in the return
fixture. However, due to many injuries and boys
being moved to higher teams, we were unable to
achieve this goal.
It was a truly memorable season with many laughs
and no regrets! I was always proud of the boys and
wish them the best of luck in the future.

Having coached the U14Fs in 2008, I was pleased to
get the opportunity of coaching some of the same
boys again. Knowing most of them made coaching
a pleasure and allowed us to get straight to the nitty
gritty and play hard, physical Boys High rugby.
One of the outstanding games was against KES
(away). With this being our first game of the season,
the boys showed great character and managed to get
a very good win. This set a high standard for the
rest of the season. On their return from the April
holidays the boys were ready for the bus trip to
Maritzburg College. Our hopes were smashed when
College ran in try after try. This did not deter the
team and only made them more determined that
it would not happen again. Unfortunately, we did
not get the opportunity to face College at home. Our
game against AHS was our game of the season. It
was a cold, wet Saturday morning but this did not
hamper the boys. They stood up and took the game
to the much bigger Affies boys. The Boys High boys
wore their hearts on their sleeves and defended
wave upon wave of Affies’ attacks. Despite losing, it
was our performance of the year. The final score was
8–24 and this was one of the best scores of the day!
We lost, narrowly, to the Pecanwood A team and
won against the St Johns D team, St Albans D team
and had a 12–10 win against St Stithians E team.
It was a very successful season and I would like
to thank the E team for their input. My thanks also
go to our backline coach, Mr Mpipi, our captain,
Dylan Fourie, the most improved player, Nicholas
de Wet, and all the parents who supported us week
after week.

Oageng Mpipi
Coach

Steyn Maartens
Coach

PBHS U15B vs AHS U15B
Luke Stevenson on the attack vs AHS
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U14D – PBHS vs St Johns
Neil Landsberg goes looking for the gap
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U15F Rugby
Having coached the U14Fs in 2008, I was pleased to
get the opportunity of coaching some of the same
boys again. Knowing most of them made coaching
a pleasure and allowed us to get straight to the nitty
gritty and play hard, physical Boys High rugby.
One of the outstanding games was against KES
(away). With this being our first game of the season,
the boys showed great character and managed to
get a very good win. This set a high standard for
the rest of the season. On their return from the April
holidays the boys were ready for the bus trip to
Maritzburg College. Our hopes were smashed when
College ran in try after try. This did not deter the
team and only made them more determined that
it would not happen again. Unfortunately, we did
not get the opportunity to face College at home. Our
game against AHS was our game of the season. It
was a cold, wet Saturday morning but this did not

hamper the boys. They stood up and took the game
to the much bigger Affies boys. The Boys High boys
wore their hearts on their sleeves and defended
wave upon wave of Affies’ attacks. Despite losing, it
was our performance of the year. The final score was
8–24 and this was one of the best scores of the day!
We lost, narrowly, to the Pecanwood A team and
won against the St Johns D team, St Albans D team
and had a 12–10 win against St Stithians E team.
It was a very successful season and I would like
to thank the E team for their input. My thanks also
go to our backline coach, Mr Mpipi, our captain,
Dylan Fourie, the most improved player, Nicholas
de Wet, and all the parents who supported us week
after week.
Steyn Maartens
Coach

U14A Rugby
As usual the rugby season began during the second
week of March and the U14 trials took place during
the first week of the season. The coaches for the
U14’s immediately realized that 2009 could produce
some really good teams.
Once the trials were complete the teams were
selected and the players started to prepare for their
first game of the season against KES.
Although we lost to KES it was evident that there
was enough talent in the team to produce some
special rugby this year. We had a midweek game
against St Benedicts and the boys managed to put
some good phases together and won convincingly.
The Easter holidays arrived and we set off for
the Parktown Boys Rugby Festival. We played five
games and won them all. We scored 170 points
with none being scored against us. This was totally
unexpected! The players suddenly had new selfbelief and were eager to prove themselves.
We started the second term with a win over
Parktown and then traveled down to Maritzburg
College, where we lost a game which so easily could
have been won. The following week was against
Affies, and the boys were well prepared. The half
time score was 5 – 3, but during the last 5 minutes
Affies scored 3 quick tries and we lost 20 –3. Instead
of the boys folding and being down after two losses
in a row, they went on to win their remaining seven
games. They convincingly beat St John’s, St Stithians,
St Albans, Menlopark and Jeppe Boys. The matches
against KES and Maritzburg College were hard
fought encounters and the boys played with true
Boys High pride and passion, winning both games
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which was sweet revenge for their losses earlier in
the season.
It would be unfair of me to single out any victory
as extra special, but I do believe the first half against
Affies was the most intense, physical and challenging
U14A rugby match I have been involved in. The
boys knocked the enormous Affies pack backwards
and hits that went in from both sides were huge, no
quarter was asked or given.
The players deserve the credit given for the 2009
season. To have an 83% win ratio at U14 level is
outstanding, and the more the boys won the more
they wanted it.
The forwards always laid the platform for the
team and from there the backs could run. The team
was captained by Nathan Smith who, in 2008, had
played a few games in the U14 A team, and, because
he was still in this age group this year, he had more
experience than the other boys Even though all his
mates were playing at U15 level, he was always 100%
behind his team. Nathan came out of his shell and
played some outstanding rugby, led from the front
and got the best out of the boys. His defence was
always out of the top drawer, and when we lost him
for 4 weeks after the St Albans game, the backline
lost a bit of direction. Nathan, you can look back on
a successful season and can be proud of your team.
The front row was made up of Stephen Barbour,
Jan van der Merwe and Armandt Horton. Stephen is
a big boy and was very effective in the close contact
areas. He supported well in the lineout and put
good pressure on at scrum time. He will need to
improve his speed around the park as he gets older.
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and mauls as no other player would and put in some
of the biggest tackles of the season. There was not a
game all season when he did not put his body on
the line. I am sure the players from Affies, KES and
Maritzburg College can testify to this. He is one to
watch for the future.
Sohail Pillay, our no 8, was our main ball carrier
and, as the season, progressed he grew into the
position. Our arrows special was our primary attack
ball from the base of the scrum and Sohail made a
solid impression when making the move. Sohail is
big and fast and as he becomes more accustomed
to the game he will only improve. His game against
Maritzburg College was outstanding and he showed
what a threat he can be.
The backline had huge potential and when given
the chance could create havoc. It was only towards
the end of the season that the backline realized their
potential. Scrum-halves are usually the smallest
boys, and this year was no different, but where he
differed to all the other U14 boys I have had in the
past 5 years, was his pass. Kelvin Pieterse had a
pass that an U16 boy would have been proud of. It
always reached the ﬂyhalf and, in turn, the ﬂyhalf
was given more time. Kelvin was a nuggety little
scrumhalf and always fought above his weight. He
has an educated boot and put over some vital kicks.
He needs to learn to concentrate for longer periods
to become a real class act. His games against Affies
and Maritzburg College were brilliant and he will
go from strength to strength.
Dale Harris, who always had a chirp at practice
for Ryan Townsend, started the season slowly, but
as the season progressed became a powerful running
ﬂyhalf and he too often got us out of trouble with his
powerful boot. Many opposition ﬂyhalves tried to
take him on but he always knocked them over. Dale
needs to learn not to be so hard on himself when
things don’t always go according to plan. I believe
that Dale will grow into a fine ﬂyhalf and I look
forward to watching him in the years to come.
Our other centre was Felix McGregor and the
partnership he formed with Nathan was devastating.
Felix is a very powerful boy who does not yet realize
what he is capable of. When he hit the line at pace,
he always got over the advantage line. His passing
never let him down and there were not many other
centres who could get past him. I believe if he works
at rugby he will play many games in the Candy
stripes and will go on to play provincial rugby.
We had three wings this season and all of them had
pace: Delvin Bester came into the side after playing
for the B team at centre and, after being thrown into
the deep end against Maritzburg College, showed he
had the goods to be a permanent fixture in the team.
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He carried the ball very well close to the opponent’s
line, and was always willing to put his body on
the line for the team. Any opposition player who
decided to take him on, one on one, was in for a rude
awakening as Stephen usually ﬂattened him.
Jan van der Merwe played in every game this
season, and proved to be a live-wire hooker. His
throwing improved throughout the season and as
his confidence grew, he became a great ball carrier.
Jan has a tendency to be a bit lazy, but, if he wants
to, can play at the highest level, and may well follow
in the footsteps of John Smit, Chilliboy Ralepelle and
Hendri Bantjes as great hookers produced by Boys
High. For loose head I found a player from the D
team and took him to the Parktown Festival and
from that moment I knew this boy was an A team
prop. Armandt Horton played in every game after
the Parktown Festival and went from strength to
strength as his confidence grew. He scrummed well
and as he started to believe in himself his support
play in the lineouts improved. His tackling and
cleaning at the rucks and mauls improved as the
season wore on and I expect Armandt to blossom at
U15 & U16 level. He was my most improved forward
player of the year.
At lock Stuart Nel, Ethan Louw and James Pope
held the engine room together. Stuart is a big boy
and his lineout work is superb. He was one of our
main ball carriers and put in the good hard yards.
Although Stuart had some personal problems he
never once came to practice down-hearted. Ethan
Louw missed the trials through injury, but showed
that once he was fit he would be a good solid A team
lock. He really improved towards the end of the
season. His jumping at no 4 was solid and he never
stood back for any opponent.
James Pope, who had never played rugby before
he arrived at Boys High, was thrust into lock and
prop in the B team, but, as injuries occurred in the A
team, James moved up and more than held his own
at both prop and lock. He has excellent hands and
was always willing to carry the ball up on attack.
I suspect that he will improve even more once he
reaches the U15 ranks.
Our loose forward trio were brilliant: Michael
De Waal, Ryan Townsend and Sohail Pillay
complemented each other brilliantly and none of
these boys missed a game all season. There was not
a player who could touch Michael in winning the
ball on the ground, one hardly ever noticed him
but, like all good fetchers, he won many turnover
balls for the team. At the back of the lineout no
team could win our ball as Michael always won his
ball. Ryan was our Juan Smith: he was not the most
ﬂashy player but as hard as nails. He hit the rucks
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He really died with the ball and put in some great
tackles. His cover defence was out of the top drawer
and his left boot was an added bonus. Rashid Khan,
although he only played four or five games, never
let the team down and put in some strong runs. His
catching of the high ball, especially against K.E.S.,
was great. Rashid will need to back himself and
head for the corner and not cut across the field.
Our left wing, Chris Ndonga, was a very special
talent. He, too, never missed a game all season and his
seventeen tries in the season were quite phenomenal.
His try against Menlopark was amazing as he beat
off five defenders racing to the try line. His defence
was solid, and, apart from Affies, no other team
managed to score a try through his channel. Chris
is inclined to be a bit laid back and if he puts in
the hard yards he will play at the highest level. At
fullback Jay Cowie did sterling work. He took the
high ball well and often created the overlap for our
wings to capitalise on. When the season started one
of Jay’s weak points was his kicking, but he worked
on this area of his game and towards the end of the
season his kicking had improved. I know Jay has the
ability to become a quality fullback.
Other boys to represent the A team: Matthew
Alborough who has all the attributes of a scrumhalf
and when he played for the A team never let them
down; Andre Olivier had a few games at prop for the
A team before injury curtailed his season and David
Nel who was a solid centre and played a few games
for the A team while Nathan Smith was injured.
Ray Kruger played lock at the start of the season
before he, too, was injured for the whole season.
Other boys who played in the A side during
the festival and through the season, were Percy
Matlhoko, Jonathan Humphries, Vaughn Scheepers,
David Kennerley and Matthew Mills.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
all the parents for their support during the season,
many of them traveling many kilometres to watch
their sons play. Families like the De Waals, Van Der
Merwes, Harris’ and Pieterse’s must have found it
difficult juggling their Saturday mornings in order
to watch both their sons play, each in a different
team and sometimes at the same time.
I was fortunate this year to call upon some really
experienced outside coaches to help the team this
year. Paul Anthony and some of his Bulls U19 &
U21 players were only too willing to help wherever
possible. Kleinjan Tromp who has always been
willing to help over the last 3 years, if he had time
from his business, again gave of his time with the
forwards. What they have learnt from him in scrums
and lineouts they will keep for the rest of their lives.
Finally, to the boys, we went through the good
and the hard times together, whether it was running
shuttles or playing touch rugby you always did it as
a team. I know that I gave many of you some harsh
words during practice or at matches, but you were
always upbeat and never let any of that get to you.
I have no doubt that you all have the desire and
ability to play fantastic rugby, but next year will be
the acid test for you. The season could go two ways,
either you will go on to produce better rugby and
results than this year or else you will become “one
hit wonders”. I believe that you can only get better
but the determination must come from within.
You have done the school and me proud:
remember our motto, “Be graceful in defeat and
humble in victory”. I will be watching your progress
during the next few years.
M Housdon
Coach
P
W
L
D
17 14
3
0
Points for:
493
Points against:
71
Lost to KES
15–0
Beat Parktown
39–0
Beat Helpmekaar 32–0
Beat Parktown
42–0
Lost to M/College 17–10
Beat St Johns
65–5
Beat St Stithians 20–6
Beat KES
5–0
Beat M/College 12–7

Beat St Benedicts 29–0
Beat St davids 38–0
Beat St Andrews 36–0
Beat St Stithians 21–0
Lost to AHS
22–3
Beat St Albans 85–0
Beat Jeppe
33–0
Beat Menlopark 8–5

PBHS 1st vs AHS 1st. Louis le Roux leads his boys out against Affies
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This past rugby season is by far the best and most
successful that I have ever experienced at Boys High
and it was made possible by a very special team of
boys.
Our season started with our traditional trip to
KES. On a cold, misty morning the adventure began
with a solid 14–3 victory. Our next match was also
in Johannesburg, against Parktown, where the boys
put on a convincing display to run out 50 points to
nil winners.
Then came the acid test … our trip down to
Maritzburg College. The boys delivered one of their
best displays of the season to hang on for a fantastic
10–5 victory. Then, with real self belief we tackled
Affies and that is just what we did, TACKLED! Yet
it wasn’t enough as we bravely went down 0–22 in
our first defeat. The boys were very emotional after
this first loss and took it to heart. In our next practice
we made a pact that the “L” we now had against
our name would stand for “Lesson” and we would
come back stronger and wiser from our first defeat.
The boys then put this “Lesson” into practice as they
thrashed St Johns 72–0. Our next match proved to
be our best attacking display of the season with the
boys exhibiting sublime skills as the team dispatched
St Stithians 57–0.
These excellent victories gave the boys confidence
and, in some cases, over-confidence as we prepared
for Jeppe. An aggressive Jeppe shocked us as we
conceded a soft try early in the match and we only
managed to regain our composure and get on top of
them in the 2nd half, before eventually winning 28–
10. This wake up call came at just the right time as
KES loomed on the horizon, searching for revenge.
In our last match of the term, we put in our most

PBHS 1st vs Jeppe Boys 1st
Byron Anderson “hits” the gap with Louis le Roux in support
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clinical display yet, as we beat an improved KES
team 19–6.
Following the July holidays we returned to
play Menlo Park and, in a very disappointing
performance, we lost 0–6. We had to pick ourselves
up for our return match against Maritzburg College,
but perhaps this defeat knocked the boys’ confidence
more than I anticipated… as we started well against
Maritzburg College, keeping them at arms length,
but lacking the killer instinct. This came back to haunt
us and, in the last move of the match, Maritzburg
snatched a last gasp try and conversion to sneak an
unlikely draw. This turned out to be our last match
of the season as the ﬂu epidemic resulted in our Grey
College fixture being cancelled. A disappointing last
couple of matches should not detract from a very
good season, where the boys exhibited courage, skill
and, importantly, passion for their school.
A big thank you must go to all the parents for
their fantastic support throughout the season. I look
forward to following these talented boys’ progress
in the coming seasons.
These are the boys who were regulars for our
team in 2009:
Nazirite Tam (Prop) – an incredibly strong young
man and fearsome tackler. He developed his range
of skills throughout the season. Nazirite took
particular delight in his designated role of sacking
lineouts.
Dylan Goosen (Hooker) – a talented hooker who
had some memorable, rampaging runs which
showed his true ability. If he pushes himself to work
on his all round skills he will be knocking on the A
team door before long.
John Maluleke (Prop) – a strong scrummager and
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PBHS 1st vs AHS 1st
Richmond Collins “hits” the gap at pace
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a tough young man. He took a few nasty blows for
the team and always came back for more. John often
found himself against bigger props, but always
managed to find a way to anchor the scrum.
James Pope (Prop/Lock) – a powerful forward with
good hands. Once James started to run straight he
became a devastating forward and was quickly
promoted to the A team.
Matthew Mills (Lock) – a dynamic forward with a
broad range of skills and a high work rate. He seemed
to relish the dark underworld of the forward battle
and scored a number of important tries. Matthew’s
knee injury was a big blow to him and the team and
I hope that he takes real care in his rehabilitation as
he has a lot of potential.
Percy Matlhoko (Lock) – an incredibly fit, fast and
hard young man. Percy played the “Enforcer” role
for us in the same way as Bakkies Botha does for the
Springboks (except Percy always plays the whole
match!). He made some of the biggest tackles I have
ever seen at U14 level and is a real attacking weapon.
Achuma Ngelanga (Lock) – a mobile and skilful
forward. Despite Achuma’s lean frame he put in
many devastating tackles and also learnt to dominate
at the front of the lineout, giving his opponents a
hard time on their own throw.
Jonathan Humphries (Flank) – a real toughie who
showed total commitment to our team, he often
finished matches bloodied and bruised. He was
given the important role of “fetcher” and mastered
securing our ball and stealing opposition ball.
Kevin Short (Flank) – the “silent assassin” and a true
unsung hero of this team. He is an incredibly busy
player and got through a mountain of dirty work.
He also has excellent skills and best demonstrated
this when he started and finished off a tremendous
team try against St Stithians.
Joshua Marais (8th man) – an athletic forward who
complemented a formidable loose trio. Joshua
possesses very good vision and anticipation. It was
a big blow to the team when he injured his ankle
and he must take care to ensure we can see his full
talents on the rugby field again next season.
Matthew Alborough (Scrum half & captain) –
a talented scrumhalf and goal kicker. Matthew
brought his infectious enthusiasm to the team. He
has very good all round skills and the ability to
make devastating breaks, which ensured he scored
vital tries.
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Daniel Murray (Flyhalf) – a very composed and
gifted #10. He is adventurous and has excellent
distribution and kicking skills. His place kicking
also has a lot of potential. Daniel showed his total
commitment to the team with many crucial try
saving tackles.
Rashied Khan (Wing) – has a lot of pace and was
a real attacking weapon for this team. His best
performance of the season was against St Stithians
where he scored an amazing four tries. As the season
unfolded it was great to see him use his speed to
beat opponents on the outside.
Sive Dzhabirov (Wing) – very elusive and has the
winger’s gift for scoring tries from half chances. Sive
brought enthusiasm, skills and a high work rate
which set a fine example to others in this team.
David Kennerley (Wing/Full back) – a hard running
outside back. He had many dangerous runs, most
memorably a 60m dash against KES, which ended
centimeters short of a try. David reads the game well
and also excelled at full back.
Vaughn Scheepers (Centre & Vice Captain) – has
great skills, is an intelligent player and did a superb
job of organizing our defence. He scored a fantastic
try against Maritzburg College where he outstripped
their backs and ran in from 50m out. He showed his
toughness and commitment by taking many big
hits, but always dusted himself off and came back
for more.
David Nel (Centre) – an incredibly hard young man.
David has speed and was a real threat on attack. On
defence he was a brick wall. It was great to see his
skills develop and he gave the scoring pass on many
occasions.
Dustin Melton (Full back) – reads the game
superbly and has great positional play. He has
excellent hands and unselfishly sets up a lot of play
for others around him. Dustin was also extremely
committed in that he played two matches in a day
on a few occasions.
Jayden Broodryk (Centre/Full back) – has fine skills
and is a fearsome tackler. A very clever player, he
easily adjusted to either playing fullback or centre.
He has a lot of potential and if he works hard on all
his skills he will soon be knocking on the A team
door.
Jaydon Kelly
Coach

This year we were fortunate to have an abundance
of talent in the under 14 age group. This set the
platform for what turned out to be a most successful
under 14C season. The boys were able to combine
a very tough, physical, aggressive and defensive
attitude with a well-structured expansive game.
This was largely due to the boys putting the team
first and simply playing good, solid, basic rugby.
This unselfish brand of rugby became the
trademark and it led to many games of attractive
rugby. The boys certainly played with great passion
both for one another and for Boys High. It was not
long into the season before the boys became aware
of their defensive capabilities. This inspired them
even further to never allow the opposition to cross
our try line. Only three teams succeeded in crossing
our try line, one of which was Affies, in a game
which turned out to be the worst low of the season.
Unfortunately, the name Affies intimidated some of
the boys, and we allowed Affies to dictate play in
what turned out to be a 0–35 drubbing.
The highlight of the season was the hard fought
“against all odds” victory against our traditional
rivals, Maritzburg College. In this particular match

we saw some of the most outstanding rugby from
the team. Hard, physical and yet intelligent running
rugby which is any coach’s dream.
Well done and thank you to the boys for an
outstanding season. An 85% success rate is an
achievement well worth striving for again in the
future. I look forward to seeing your progress as
this is a team with great potential. It would not
surprise me to see several players challenging for
higher honours in the future. Remember boys – it’s
all about the game and the team.
I wish you the best of luck for next year.
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Results
Points for:
Points against:
Played:
Won:
Drew:
Lost:

308
54
10
8
1
1

D Harvey
H
Coach

U14D Rugby
We started the season with four days of trials and
the amount of talent present made us, as coaches,
very excited about the coming season. The U14D
side played twelve matches during the season,
winning ten and losing two. We began the season
by beating KES 22–0. The most memorable win was
when we travelled down to Maritzburg College. We
beat them 24–12 on an extremely hot and humid
day. Matthew Frayne ran from our own try line
to score under the poles to give us the edge just
before halftime. Unfortunately, Maritzburg College
managed to beat us 12–10 at the return fixture on
our home ground, even after Calvin Howard scored
two tries in the game. We played our worst game
of the season when Affies beat us 36–0 and were
looking forward to our match against Grey College

when we were told it had been cancelled due to so
many boys being ill.
This team was an amazing group of boys who
were extremely talented and up for any challenge.
They were always willing to run that extra 400m or
shuttle. They had a never-say-die attitude and many
a time showed that on the field.
I would like to thank Blaine Morgan who
captained the team, for being such a good leader
and team player. I hope to see all the boys playing
rugby again next year. Remember, continue to strive
to improve and be better players. Good luck for next
season.
Ethan Gouws
Coach

PBHS 1st vs Maritzburg College 1st.
Neill Barnardt stopping the College attack. Supporting players are Louis le Roux, Brandon Smith, Jaques Hennig
The Pretorian
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U14E, F, G Rugby
The season started with three inexperienced coaches
and an overwhelming group of Under 14s, most
of whom had never played rugby. At first it was
frustrating because the players had commitment
issues, but as the season progressed, the players
matured as did their attitude towards rugby and
their team mates. They were then willing to play for
each other and there was no shortage of passion. We
were not surprised when most of our players went
up to the C and D Teams and even the odd player
who moved up to the B Team.
The most memorable game for the U14G Team
was against St Stithians U14E Team. At first the
team looked intimidated by the opposition, but as
the game progressed the boys gained confidence
and this was then reﬂected on the scoreboard. The
pride and passion of our boys was clearly visible.
Although we played against a higher team, we
played well and won the game.
For the U14F Team the most memorable match
was against Maritzburg College away where the
team produced an astounding win. The match was a
fiery fight where both teams gave of their best. Our
boys had not yet practised scrumming but on the
field they played as if scrumming was their strong
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1. PBHS 1st vs Jeppe Boys1st. Vaughan Smith hands off his opposite number
2. PBHS 1st vs KES 1st. Byron Anderson leaves the KES defender in
his wake
3. PBHS 1st vs St John’s 1st. Steven Moir on the run against St John’s
4. PBHS 1st vs Maritzburg College 1st. The battle of the stripes on a
very wet Brooks

point. Maritzburg were the first to score but the
team then pulled together as one and produced the
goods.
The U14E Team had many great games but the ones
that stood out were those played at the Pecanwood
College Sevens Tournament. The tournament was
played throughout the afternoon. Our team won all
their games in the build up to the finals but almost
lost their last game. Luckily, Christchurch College
had three of their tries disallowed and the match
ended with our team crowned the winners of the
tournament. To add to our win, PBHS was named
the Most Well-Mannered School at the tournament.
It was a pleasure coaching all the boys and we
know that most of them will be playing in higher
teams next year. We would like to thank all the boys
for the hard work they put into the practice sessions.
With so many players, one cannot single out any one
player as they all played with passion. We wish them
the best of luck for the next season and remember
“What mind can conceive and believe the body can
achieve’.
G Segabutle, M Sharman, S Sharman
Coaches
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Water Polo Report
With over twenty teams, of which all are guaranteed
at least one game per week, Water Polo at Pretoria
Boys High School is in a very healthy state.
Practice times are distributed evenly across all
teams and all age groups, ensuring that every boy,
irrespective of his ability or the team that he finds
himself in, gets the same opportunity as the next to
reach his potential.
One can always improve upon A team results but
at what cost? Some schools adopt a policy where
the A teams are mini gods and the First Team is all
that matters and, yes, should the day come that we
adopt this unethical philosophy Boys High will be
unstoppable, but what about the late developer, the
boy in the E or F team? Surely these boys learn the
same life lessons such as team work, perseverance,
discipline and dedication as boys in the A or B teams?
I would argue that they learn more because he must
always play against higher teams from opposition
schools and so learn to be tough, win or lose.
This learning experience is, however, only
possible if the right staff are at hand to facilitate
such learning experiences: I am pleased to say that
we are very fortunate in that every team is coached
by a passionate old boy or friend of the school who
has the support of a staff member for administrative

aid as well as to ensure that only the highest levels of
sportsmanship and discipline are adhered to.
We are also fortunate in that many of the coaches
have played Water Polo at a reasonably high level.
Boys High’s Water Polo system is a system that
works. This was evident in the Kitto Cup victory
over KES when Boys High played 12, won 10, lost
1 and drew 1, losing the U14C game and drawing
the First Team game. When I speak of the system
I refer to the fact that (give or take ﬂair, individual
talent or coach’s preference) every team from U14F
through to the 1st Team plays a particular brand of
Water Polo, does the same drills and conditioning,
and plays in an internal league every Wednesday.
This increases game time, gives referees experience
and irons out problems that may occur over the
weekend, it also serves to give the late developer an
opportunity to move up and have a realistic chance
of one day representing the First Team.
The First Team is a team that gives back a great
deal, whether it be by refereeing junior games,
helping coach juniors or by behaving in the expected
way.
Boys High hosts the only National First Team
Water Polo Festival in the country, which, thanks
to a collective effort by the staff, parents and old

SPORT

Water Polo

1st Water Polo Team

Front Row L–R: W du Plessis, B Harris, R de Beyer (Vice-Captain), S Mackrell (Captain), A Steele, B Wicks.
Back Row L–R: Mr L Randall (Coach), K Bogiages, F Louw, D Pitman, S Massyn, C Rolfe, D Hayes, M Niebuhr.
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boys, has now become one of the leading Water Polo
events in South Africa – thank you to all involved in
making the event a success!
A dedicated team of table officials gives service
every match day, and does a lot of unrecognised,
behind the scenes work, and without them Water
Polo would not be the success that it is.
I would like to say thank you to all my Water Polo
coaches and staff for their hard work and support
throughout the season, I have no doubt that you are
the top team of coaches to be found anywhere in
our country. Well done and thank you! I would, in
particular, like to thank Mr Housdon, the Director
of Sport, for all the assistance and advice he has
given me this season as well as a special thanks to
Mr Patrick Vermeulen and his staff for ensuring that
the pools remained blue throughout the season, that
we were able to play the part of host well and that
the pool maintained its magical look.
I would also like to thank Mr Schroder for the
guidance and support that he has shown towards
Water Polo and I am very happy that we could
end off his reign with a win over St John’s College
(the number one Water Polo playing school in the
country).
To all the Water Polo parents, thank you for giving
up your Saturday mornings in order to assist with
fund-raising and for supporting your sons.
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As is customary, I would also like to thank the
First Team matrics of 2009 for their commitment and
dedication to Boys High Water Polo through to the
very end of last year, their hard work has certainly
shown other Boys High boys that anything is possible
and this has paved the way for future teams to follow.
Boys High had a more than 60% representation in
North Gauteng teams, with a 70% representation in
the U19A and U16A teams both of which went on
to qualify for their respective semi final games. As a
result we had three SA School’s U19 selected: Angus
Steele, Richard de Beyer and Chris Rolfe.
National representation by members of the Boys
High Water Polo family for 2009 were:
SA School’s U19:
Angus Steele, Richard de
Beyer and Chris Rolfe
SA U20:
Sean Massyn
SA Universities:
Andrew Ridley (2004) and
Matthew Steele (2007)
SA National Men’s Team: Andrew Ridley, Gavin Kyte
and Jason Kyte
SA Masters’:
Mike von Bardeleben, Terry
Downes, Roy Gottschalk
and Wade Calenbourne
Lionel Randall
MIC

This team was full of surprises, which at times
playing well below is potential, at other times was
completely unstoppable.
Watching everyone use his talent and make a
contribution by bringing his unique personality
to the mix was something special and this is what
made the season as a whole a fantastic experience!
Although it was not always happy days and
smooth sailing, I thoroughly enjoyed coaching the
team of 2009, a team that I was fortunate enough to
have coached as U14As and to have travelled with
to Serbia in 2008, two factors that I have no doubt
helped to pull us through the “tough times”.
This team were true ambassadors for Boys
High and did their school proud on every possible
occasion, they have built on the already strong Boys
High Water Polo tradition of hard work, brotherhood
and a never-say-die attitude.
The team’s results were as follows:
Played
57
Won
39
Drew
5
Lost
13
Goals for
465
Goals against
216

The hi
highlights
Th
hli ht for
f the
th year are as follows:
f ll
Semifinal of the Grey College National First Team
Tournament.
After having beaten the very good St Andrews
College team of Grahamstown in the quarter final,
the team found themselves in the semi final at the
KES National Schools’ Tournament. Amongst all
National and Provincial Referees, Coaches and
the Headmaster and Staff of KES the team was
recognised as the best team in South Africa as far
as sportsmanship, team spirit and discipline, both
in and out of the water, are concerned. For this the
team was awarded the National Fair Play trophy,
reﬂecting exactly what Boys High is all about.
In September at the SACS National First Team
Tournament in Cape Town the team produced the
following results.
Michaelhouse
SACS
St Stithians
Glenwood
Wynberg
Selborne
DHS
Paul Roos
Grey High

W
W
L
W
W
W
L
W
W

8–1
6–3
3–7
8–1
6–2
5–4
3–4
5–3
3–2

The team ended the tournament in second position
after the pool stages, the best result by a Boys High
team. In the quarter final, the team beat Westville
3–2 but unfortunately passion was not enough to
see the team through with the team ultimately being
knocked out of the tournament after losing to St
John’s College 3–4 in the semifinal. St John’s won the
tournament and Boys High finished 4th after having
lost to St Andrews, Grahamstown 4–5.
Besides having made the semifinal of every
tournament that the team attended in 2009 the ultimate
highlight of the year was undoubtedly the 7–3 win at
home over St John’s College. I will never forget that
game, it was not only Mr Schroder’s last game as
Headmaster but also the last game for the matrics and
what a cracker of a game it turned out to be!
I was asked after the game why everyone was so
emotional and what was so special about beating St
Joh
John’s College but those in water polo circles will
kno
know that that particular St John’s side had won
eve
every tournament on offer, were number one in South
Afr
Africa and had numerous national representatives
in tthe team, including the SA School’s player of the
yea
year and the SA U20 captain. They are coached by
a to
top class coach, Mr Vladimir Trninic who is also
the National Men’s team coach and let’s not forget
tha
that it was them that knocked us out of the SACS
ttournament.
The team that played that day were Richard de
Beyer, Chris Rolfe, Jason Tunnel, Angus Steele, Sean
Mackrell, Krati Bogiages, Matthias Niebuhr, Dylan
Hayes, Jason Chamberlain, Ben Wicks and Brandon
Harris. Although Ferdi Louw and Sean Massyn
did not play due to being injured on the day, these
boys form part of an elite group of Boys High boys
that have set the bar for future Boys High teams to
follow.
The year ended off the team making up more than
70% of representation in both the North Gauteng
U16A and U19A teams both of which went on to
qualify for their respective semifinal for the first
time ever! North Gauteng, (also known as PBHS),
was also given special mention and praise by the
Chairman of SA Schools at the SA Schools’ award
ceremony. The cherry on the top of a very good year
cere
was the selection of Angus Steele, Richard de Beyer
and Chris Rolfe for the SA School’s team.
Player who represented the team were as follows:
Play
Richard de Beyer: North Gauteng U19A, SA School’s
Ric
U19
more passionate Boys High boy you will struggle
Am
to find. Richard has been the 1st Team goalkeeper
for PBHS since 2006, he has performed consistently
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well for the team, taking every goal scored past him
personally. Richard’s performance in the win against
St John’s was the most amazing display of schoolboy
goalkeeping I have ever witnessed, with crucial
penalty saves and an attitude of a fearless soldier.
Much of the team’s successes over the past few years
would not have been enjoyed had Richard not been
in the team. Richard was finally rewarded for his
efforts by being awarded SA School’s colours.
Christopher Rolfe: North Gauteng U19A, SA
School’s U19B
Chris had a very good year and proved to be a top
class player. He is arguably one of the best centre
forwards in South Africa having been selected for
the KES, SACS and St Stithians tournament teams as
well as the SA School’s U19B team as a 16 year old.
If Chris stays humble, keeps both feet on the ground
and works hard to develop alternative approaches
to keep his opponents guessing, he could be the top
player in the country.
Sean Massyn: North Gauteng U19A, SA U20
Superior fitness levels, great team man, lacks game
time experience but with increased confidence will
be a good player in the future.
Angus Steele: North Gauteng U19A, SA School’s U19
Angus was an exceptionally hard worker, a player
who was always prepared to give back what he has
learned to others, an excellent game reader who built
positive relationships with opponents, opposition
coaches and referees alike. Angus is a fine example
that through hard work you can achieve anything.
Angus was finally rewarded for his hard work and
dedication by being selected for the SA School’s U19
team.
Sean Mackrell: North Gauteng U19A Captain
At times Sean was the number one centre back in
South Africa! He was a great captain to a great,
great team. Although Sean was not selected for SA
Schools his performances throughout the year were
certainly of the highest standard. If Sean works on his
weaknesses and develops his game in have no doubt
that he will play at the highest level in the future.
Ferdi Louw: North Gauteng U19A
Ferdi is an honest, loyal, passionate player who is
a pleasure to coach. If he continues working hard
he will no doubt play for South Africa in the near
future. Ferdi is a strong swimmer and his game play
has improved remarkably since first making the
team.
Daniel Pitman:
Daniel was a positive p[layer with an excellent
attitude! Daniel gave 100% at every opportunity he
played for the team. He was a valuable team member
both in and out of the water.
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Krati Bogiages: North Gauteng U19B Captain
Extremely passionate about Boys High and will give
of his best for the team. Krati must be congratulated
on being selected for the St Stithians tournament
team. Good centre forward but needs to work on
his treading/leg strength in order to perform at the
highest level.
Matthias Niebuhr: North Gauteng U19A
Very hard worker, pleasure to coach. Good role
model to the younger teams, lacked self confidence
but now a force to be reckoned with in the water,
will be unstoppable in the future.
Dylan Hayes: North Gauteng U16A Captain
Dylan is a great team man, who is extremely
passionate about Boys High, he has superior fitness
levels and, with added confidence, he will be a good
player in the future.
Jason Tunnel: North Gauteng U16A
Jason is a game breaker who at times produces spurts
of brilliance, he is a very strong left-hander with a
powerful one on one defence, he has the potential to
go very far at this game!
Jason Chamberlain: North Gauteng U16A
Jason is a strong player with a good defence, he is the
success of our internal league. If Jason works on his
fitness and develops his confidence he will develop
into one of the strongest centre backs around.
Willem du Plessis: North Gauteng U19A
Game breaker who produced spurts of brilliance
with his explosive speed and strong defence.
Benjamin Wicks: Greyling Uys Memorial Trophy
Winner for the Senior Player of the Year
Ben was undoubtedly one of South Africa’s strongest
players in 2009. Honest, loyal and very supportive,
he is a good example to all Boys High boys of how
to balance work and play and that it is impossible
to play to the highest level in both summer and
winter sports. Ben has been a solid member of the
team since 2007 and has given nothing but 100% the
entire time.
Brandon Harris:
Great team man, another game breaker helped Boys
High reach the top! Brandon was a good example to
the younger Boys High boys that it it’s possible to
play at the highest level in both summer and winter
sports.
To the team of 2009, thank you for a special year. I
hope that every one of you continue with this special
game and are fortunate enough to play at the highest
level.
Lionel Randall
1st Team Coach
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???
2. Richard Pentz in the 3rd Team makes a pass
after pulling off another great save
3. Dean Jacobs (U16B) on the attack, about to
score the winning goal vs KES!
4. Is that boy in the white cap sleeping? No, he is
praying, he is playing against Boys High
High.
5. The 2nd team’s Travis Mitchell in action
action.
6. The 3rd team’s Warwick Zimmer, physically too
strong for his opponent
opponent.
The Pretorian

301

SPORT

Water Polo
2nd Water Polo Team
The second water polo team of 2009 enjoyed
a successful end of year, losing only to an
experienced and well-coached St Johns team.
More importantly than the success, however,
is the foundation upon which that success was
built: understanding between the team and the
evidence of tremendous determination and spirit.
The team was by no stretch of the imagination
exceptionally talented or physically advantaged.
Despite this, they managed to pull off victory after
victory, ending the season with a resounding 14–2
victory over the KES 2nd Team. A key factor in their
success was the ever-present maturity displayed
by the senior players such as Andrea Lazaridis,

Xan Swart and (easily the player of the season)
goalkeeper, Steph Jacobs. The younger players,
however, namely Richard Kingon, TJ Bryant , Ben
Raath and the replacement goalkeeper, Richard
Pentz, showed a maturity of their own by taking
their opportunities well and growing as players
under the leadership of the senior players. The
second team season was not an example of perfect
water polo or technical prowess, but rather a
testament to the strength of the Boys High spirit,
character and camaraderie.
Dennis Webster
Coach

The mighty 3rd team

3nd Water Polo Team
The fourth term Water Polo season was a great
success, with the boys being both enthusiastic
and dedicated to the practices and matches. A
large crowd of boys arrived at the trials thus
resulting in a third and fourth team made up of
matrics and Form 4s. Our highlight of the season
was playing St Johns second team and beating
them 6–4 as well as beating KES 2nd Team. The
matrics only managed to play a few games which
meant the relatively inexperienced Form 4s had

to step up to the plate and this they did with great
passion, managing to keep our team unbeaten for
the season.
I would like to thank Chase Anderson for his great
support and knowledge and the boys for playing
with such heart and keeping the Boys High Water
Polo ﬂag ﬂying high.
Ray Biddulph
Coach

Tyrone Marais of the U16A team gives 100% in a counter attack
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U16B Water Polo

The fourth term Water Polo season was a short, five
week period, with five weekend fixtures and internal
games on a Wednesday. The U16A team had a very
successful season overall with four out of five wins
in the last term. With a disappointing 4–6 loss to
Parktown the week before we played St John’s, the
boys knew they had to lift their game. They had a
hard week of training and played a great game
beating St John’s 4–3. Following this success, they
beat KES 15–4 and helped to secure a well-deserved
PBHS victory at the Kitto Cup. Congratulations on a
great season and thank you for all the hard work.
Congratulations to Theo Lombard, Marcio da
Silva, Tyrone Sanders, Darren Moult and Andrew
Freer on their selection to the PBHS 1st Team. The
following boys must be congratulated on their NTS
U16A selection for SA Schools’ 2009
Good luck for 2010 and I hope to see more of you
playing in the 1st Team in the future.

The U16B season started off on a low as the results
below indicate. It was unfortunate that we were
able to fit in only four Saturday fixtures, although
the Wednesday league did provide the boys with a
lot of game time and was very much enjoyed as we
turned out to be quite a competitive side.

Adam Rundle
Coach

Brent van Duiker
Coach

U16C Water Polo

U16D Water Polo

The U16C team were a great bunch of boys, who
always showed that they were willing to learn and
ready to fight to win. This was evident in their games
where they played against higher teams from other
schools. This team beat 1st teams and U16A teams.
They were a great group of boys and many of
them will go far in Water Polo. I thoroughly enjoyed
coaching them.

The U16D lost one game (against Krugersdorp
U16A) in what was a very good season. They played
all their games against A or B team opposition so this
was a fine achievement. The two most impressive
wins were probably against Fourways U16A and
our own 5th XIII.
The U16D worked very hard all season with a
positive attitude and this showed in the water. The
U16D were very ably led by Gareth Sutherland
who, with his competitive nature, sense of humour
and desire to improve, epitimised the vibe within
the team. I expect many of these players to go on
and represent higher teams in the future. It was a
pleasure and a privilege to coach this fine group of
young men.
Captain:
Gareth Sutherland
Player of the Season:
Gareth Sutherland
Most improved player: Evan Collier

Nick Nel
Coach

The results of the Saturday fixtures were:
vs AHS U15A
lost 2–6
vs St Johns
lost 5–6
vs Parktown
drew 5–5
vs KES
won 8–5

SPORT

U16A Water Polo

The results showed that the boys grew a lot
throughout the season and the entire team was
promoted to the U16A side.
I enjoyed the season with the boys but must apologise
to them about my absenteeism as I would have much
preferred to be right there beside them at the pool.

C McBride
Coach

“My first game for Boys High and they make me play goalie!” Kirk
Harrower of the U15D Team
This page is sponsored by The Lambleys in loving memory of Michael Evans
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U15A Water Polo
The team was altogether new to me as a coach when
the third term began. They were unsure of many
polo tactics and the questions ﬂew. In the struggle
to get the team fit for the Cape Town tournament
I got to know the boys very well. The team trained
well but we did not have sufficient time to get the
boys ready, not to mention the absence of two team
members at Bush School. Coming home with only
one victory from the Ian Melliar Cup in Wynberg
was upsetting for the boys, but in hindsight the
upset brought about incredible tenacity to win the
rest of the season. With high ‘goals’ for the season we

started training as soon as school started in the fourth
term. As far as the league goes, the team lost only to
St Johns College but all games were, nevertheless,
outstanding. The U15A team has massive potential,
and I look forward to each player’s progress on the
road to the 1st team.
Many thanks must go to Mark Smith for managing
the team in Cape Town, his input was invaluable.
Good luck for the future guys. “YOU KNOW!”
Callan Woodcock
Coach

“I want you to score in those goals there,” (old boy Ricardo da Silva motivating the U14A team)

U15B Water Polo
The results for the season show that the U15B side
had an excellent season. Ten matches were played
against other schools and numerous internal league
teams. Of the ten matches, seven were won and three
lost. The most memorable internal game played was
the match against the U16 B/C side where we went
down 7–8 in a tightly contested match. The turnaround of the season was the beating of KES U15B
8–2 after losing to them 2–6 in the first term. The best
match of the season was the tight win of 6–5 against
St John’s U15A/B side in the first term.
The captain of the side, Willie Lloyd, was the player
of the season as his excellent goal saving kept us in the
match on many occasions. His passing to the breaking
304
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players was accurate and speedy. The positive vibe in
the team and regular practice attendance set the tone
for the season. The change in practice routine in the
fourth term made a significantly positive difference
to the team’s fitness and enjoyment of the game. The
players learnt to play all around the pool and not
stick to one position. This helped to improve their
versatility and usefulness in the team. The season
went by quickly and, with the improvement in
individual skills, it is evident that these boys will add
much value to the U16 teams next year.
M Smith
Coach

U15D Water Polo

I had the privilege of coaching the U15C Water
Polo team this year. As a team we began the season
knowing only the basics of Water Polo. However,
the team progressed and improved with each
practice and by the end of the season the boys were
playing with more confidence and a better feel for
the game.
The Wednesday Internal League games proved
most beneficial when it came to practising match
tactics and although we lost to the older teams, the
experience was invaluable. The boys learnt how ‘to
keep it together’ in these sessions and not lose their
nerve.
The U15C team beat Affies 9–5 and drew with
Parktown U15B 4–4: a great achievement. We had
an unfortunate loss to St John’s but the boys played
with tenacity and determination.
The most improved player of the season was
Hilton Corlett, and while Dirk Schoeman only
joined the team late in the season, he was an asset
to the group.
The boys were a great bunch and were committed
to learning new skills. I hope they enjoyed playing
as much as I enjoyed coaching them.

The second half of the 2009 Water-Polo season,
began with Mr Randall introducing a very structured
approach to coaching, which was applied across the
range of age-groups and teams. The U15D team
responded very well to this and the improvement
in their fitness and skills was tangible and could be
noticed week on week. Unfortunately, many of our
opposition sides could not field an opposing team for
us. This resulted in the team playing many internal
matches and playing “up” against opposition teams
on numerous occasions. Although the game time
was greatly appreciated and enjoyed, the team did
suffer quite a few losses. This was compacted by
the team suffering from an unhealthy dose of bad
luck at crucial moments of games and the score
sheet often did not reﬂect the result that they were
capable of. This, however, did not get them down
and they continued to play with enthusiasm and
pride throughout the season. This, to me, was quite
inspirational.
With more hard work I have no doubt that this team
of boys will achieve the results that they are capable
of in the future. I had a wonderful season coaching
them and wish them all the best for the future.

SPORT

U15C Water Polo

Kevin Booysen
Coach

2

1
1. Richard de Beyer, PBHS 1st Team and SA Schools’ goalkeeper makes a big save in the
Kitto Cup match vs KES – game drawn 7–7
2. Armandt Senekal in action for the super second team
3. Matthew Harris (U15A)not afraid to take on his man from St John’s

This page is sponsored by Candice Lambley in loving memory of
Jessica Lombaard-Chibnall

3

The Pretorian

305

SPORT

Water Polo

306

The Pretorian

U14A Water Polo
The year started with many enthusuastic boys ready
to try their hand at a sport which most had never
heard of before. After a very promising few days
of preliminary trials a squad was chosen, although
the talent was very raw, it was undeniable that this
group had potential. I have to commend the PBHS
coaches for helping to bring the boys up to speed
with the rules of the game. Our first couple of games
were very tentative as they were up against schools
where the boys already had some experience in
the fast paced game of waterpolo. The games that
followed against the likes of Affies and St Albans
were a disapointment as the boys let themselves
down but it was a good lesson and one i was sure
they would bounce back stronger as a result. The
end of season tournament at Jeppe was, as always,
a learning curve and with a bit more winter season

training they could challenge the likes of St Johns
and St Sithians. The 4th term started off extremely
well with wins over St Davids and Jeppe. A much
better showing against St Johns and a gutsy
performance at St Sithians put them on the right
path. The boys really looked confident but what was
more important was the comraderie between them.
The superb morale undoubtably contibuted to what
became the defining moment of the the entire year.
The boys managed to turn around a 9–2 loss to KES
in the 1st term to a stunning 9–8 win in Joburg in the
4th term. With this spuring the team on and rewards
for their hardwork starting to show I expect rapid
growth from this group in the near future.

SPORT

Water Polo

Ricardo Da Silvas
Coach

U14B Water Polo
The season started off with a team of enthusiastic
boys willing to learn about Water Polo. They listened
and practised really hard and soaked in everything
that was being taught. Most of the boys had never
played Water Polo before and this caused them to be
nervous and scared. They soon settled and became
comfortable with the game and with each other.
At the beginning of the season, inconsistency
in results occurred due to the inexperience of
the players. One result that really showed the
full potential of the team was the match against
Parktown where their opponents were actually the
U14A team. The U14Bs went into the match fired up
and beat Parktown 10–0.
The boys matured throughout the winter and this
was evident in the way that the team approached
training sessions. The passion for their School was
seen when the players worked hard at the new
training schedules. Experience and skill started
appearing in our games and results started going our
way. We comfortably beat Affies and St Benedicts.
The low points of the season were the defeats against
Parktown, the same team that our boys beat in the
first term, and the St Johns match.
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After the Parktown game the players felt dejected
and were angry about the result. Their hard work in
the pool the following week showed how bitter they
felt and how much they wanted to put things right.
The Kitto Cup against KES was the highlight of the
season. After losing to KES in Term 1, the boys had
nothing to lose. They knew that this was their chance.
We absolutely dominated the match and, after leading
for the entire game, we beat them 8–5. The boys
deserve all the credit for their hard work. Throughout
the season the players showed their full potential and
always played with heart for Boys High.
As a result of all the hard work and dedication
some boys were privileged to represent the A team,
but at the same time some of the players from the C
Team moved up and helped inﬂuence our season.
I was honoured as a coach to have such a talented
group of boys and I cannot wait to see what the
future holds for them. The building blocks have
been laid and the boys must continue to build onto
what they have.
Kyle Gallagher
Coach
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U14C Water Polo
At the beginning of the season, the U14Cs seemed
nervous and unsure of themselves, but they quickly
found their feet and grew to become a force to be
reckoned with. They became comfortable with each
other and everyone understood what their job was.
The players were very excited to learn more and
more about the game as they strove to reach their
potential at the level they played. This enthusiasm
led to many of our star players being asked to move
up to higher teams. This did show inconsistency in
our results but their places were quickly filled by
new talent.
My team was renowned for pushing themselves
and never gave up until the final whistle. This led to
many great comebacks. One which comes to mind
was our classic Northerns U13A fixture.

The players were not scared of applying the skills
that they were taught when it came to match time.
These skills are very important to the game and if
understood at U14 level, they will create a platform
for the player to grow as a future Water Polo player.
I believe many of my players possess these skills and
have what it takes to go all the way as a Boys High
Water Polo player.
I would like to thank my team for all the hard work
and dedication throughout the season. I have really
enjoyed coaching this team and believe that each of
these players who strive to attain new heights will
achieve them.
Maarten Laubscher
Coach

U14D Water Polo
It has been a gruelling but rewarding three months
of Water Polo. We started the season with a good
number of boys who were willing to try a sport that
few of them had ever watched, let alone played. This
made for an interesting first few sessions as coach
and boys alike had to learn new skills together while
trying to master the rules.
Although we made a number of technical errors
during our games, with the guidance of our very
understanding referees, we finally managed to pull
things together. After a few attempts we finally

The 2nd team’s Byron Anderson on
attack for Boys High
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managed to win our first game against the well
coached North Gauteng U13 side, after having lost
to them on our previous encounters.
What stood out for me was their dedication and
determination, despite the frustrations of learning a
new skill, to continue playing in the same spirit they
started the season off in. I’m excited to see what they
can achieve next year.
C Smit
Coach

Daniel Pitman dominating his St John’s College
1st Team counterpart
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Table tennis is a fast growing sport at PBHS and is
played during all terms. Practices take place in the
gym. This year is the third year since it was started in
2007. The number of boys that are playing exceeded
forty this year.
Kuda Mhururere is a very dedicated and skilful
coach. New talent amongst the Form 1 boys was
discovered. The spirit was high. Kudu taught the boys
various skills which they could apply in the matches.
During the first term the trials took place. Soon
the players were selected and they started practising
hard for the A and B league matches, which were
to be played during the second term. Reynecke
Swanepoel was the captain of the A league and
Gray Manicom the captain of the B league. We came
fourth and fifth in these two leagues.
During the third term Inter-House Table Tennis
matches took place. Rissik House won. Many boys
discovered only then that Table Tennis is actually a
sport where you have to practise to win. Later that
term, half colours and full colours were awarded.
Here again strict rules apply as with other sports.
Hossein Jomeh Farsangi and Anesu Shamu achieved
half colours, while Reynecke Swanepoel achieved

full colours. Congratulations to these boys. I would
also like to thank Mr Dowra for all the time he spent
in supervising practices and the matches. I really
appreciate it.
During the fourth term, the first table tennis
tournament was held. This took place on 17 October
at PBHS. Five schools participated, one of them
being the Chinese school and another a school from
Zimbabwe. I want to thank Kudu and his wife, Gina,
for handling and organising this tournament. It was a
big success and we hope to make it an annual event.
A trophy was also handed to Reynecke Swanepoel
who was the overall winner of the boys U18. Daniel
Berkow won the boys U16 section and Shaquil Sutton
the boys U14. The Chinese School won the girls U16
and the Overkruin boys won the doubles.
I hope that next year will be even better and more
exciting than this year. I want to thank everybody
for their enthusiasm, co-operation, punctuality and
good manners, but especially for all the hard work
that they put in.
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Mrs A Floor
MIC

1

Front Row L–R: A Shamu, H Farsangi, R Swanepoel, Mrs A Floor (Master-in-Charge), G Manicom,
D Berkow, S Chuturgoon.
Back Row L–R: M Kakoulla, K Mhurure (Coach), Mrs R Mhurure (Coach), R Qi, A Boyes, T Bester,
B Moloisane, L Mateza, S Sutton.
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2
1. Benjamin Williams (right) Form 2 picking up
tips from Stefan Dreyer (left) also Form 2
2. Reynecke Swanepoel Form 4(PBHS No. 1 – A
League player)
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Tennis
Coach’s Report
Boys High tennis had another outstanding year in
2009. The first team won the annual Wayne Ferreira
tournament and made it to the final of the Grey
College Festival beating some of the best tennis
schools in South Africa.
Boys High hosted the national u15 School’s
Festival and our U15 team ended the tournament
in 4th place after some inspiring tennis in which we
beat Paarl Gym and Paul Roos Gym.
Tennis is healthy at PBHS with Boys High
entering 11 teams in the Pretoria league this year.
With our strength and depth, our boys often play
against higher teams from opposing schools and all
the teams had a winning season in 2009. Tennis is
different from the other sports in the sense that the
most important tournaments that count towards
ranking are played on an individual basis over
weekends and holidays. Parents have to spend vast

sums of money towards the ever increasing cost of
traveling to all these tournaments and have been
very supportive in helping their children to compete
at school level as well. Obviously the top players do
travel during school hours and miss classes but with
the help and goodwill of the teaching staff we have
been able to let the players have the best of both
worlds.
Over the past few years we have produced 2 Davis
Cup players, 6 American Collegiate players and
countless competitors who have represented their
national junior sides, SA school sides, provincial
sides and local university sides. With the enthusiasm
and help of all concerned I’m sure we are looking
forward to a new decade of excellence!
G Stoffberg
Head Coach
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Celebrating 3rd place at Paul Roos Festival, Stellenbosch 2009
Finals School Championships 2009. L–R: Benjamin Lock, Wim le Roux (Captain)
A moment to remember. Walter Kotze (right) with Rik de Voest (South African Davis Cup player)/ex Boys High
A lazy afternoon at the tennis courts
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The 2009 tennis year started off with great potential
and enthusiasm as we welcomed a new group of
energetic and eager Form One’s onto the junior
team. They displayed great sportsmanship and Boys
High spirit during the year, achieving good results
in the Pretoria Tennis League and coming third in
the national u/15 junior festival. They beat teams
such as Paul Roos and Stellenbosch, two of the top
tennis teams in the country.
We started the year off by playing the Annual
Senior and Junior School Championships where
two rising stars, namely the Lock brothers – Benji
(grade 10) and Courtney (grade 8) respectively won
the senior and junior singles title.
In the doubles, Phaka Ngwenze and I won the
senior trophy and Courtney Lock and Nikhil Joshi
took home the junior doubles trophy.
The Senior First Team fared exceptionally well
this year, notably winning the prestigious Wayne
Ferreira tournament and making it to the finals of
the National Grey College Festival.
Of course, none of the above would have

been possible without the coaching, support and
inspiration of our coach, Gerald Stoffberg (alias
Rafa). He is a legend! The same goes to Mrs Elaine
Müller, our manager and fitness coach. On behalf
of the players I would like to thank them both for
motivating and believing in us even when we were
down.
Then on a personal note, as this was my last year
of playing tennis for Boys High, it was an honour
and a privilege to play in the first team and to
captain the Boys High Tennis Team. It opened many
doors for me and improved me greatly as a player
and sportsman, teaching me to love and enjoy the
game above all else.
To the remaining junior and senior players, I wish
you on behalf of the leaving matric players of 2009
all the best for 2010. To Tristan Edwards, the 2010
captain, we wish you all the best for the year.

SPORT

Captain’s Report

La cheim!
Wim le Roux
2009 Tennis Captain

1st Tennis Team

Front Row L–R: Nicolau Carmichael, Benjamin Lock, Tristan Edwards, Wim le Roux (Captain), Arnold Jekel.
Back Row L–R: Jarryd Sauer, Phaka Ngwenze.
This page is sponsored by J H Elsenbroek
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Swimming
2009 saw an extremely passionate year for swimming
at Pretoria Boys High. This was largely due to the
part played by the late George Kurz, our swimming
captain, who was tragically robbed of his life in a car
accident at the beginning of August 2009. George,
and the deputy captain, Marios Yiannous, as well
as the rest of the Matrics of 2009 in the Swimming
Team, were leaders from the front. It was a pleasure
and a privilege to work with such an enthusiastic
and dedicated group of young men.
The year’s results were vastly more satisfactory
than those of the disappointing 2008 season. We had
first-place successes at most of the Johannesburg
league galas, with the only exception being that of
the season-ending A League Gala, hosted by Affies at
Hillcrest, where we placed second to St David’s. We
were successful in reclaiming the Relay Gala title in
the previous week. Another shining moment came
on our tour down to KZN for the annual Allan Burt
10 Schools Gala. We were hosted exceptionally well

by Kearsney College in the Midlands, and we swam
the Gala at the King’s Park Aquatic Centre in Durban,
where we placed third behind Westville and Kearsney.
This third place once again confirmed our place as the
top performing Gauteng swimming school.
Thanks must be said to Mrs Heather Gioia, the
“Swim Team Mommy” and Mr Emile de Bruyn, our
passionate and hard-working coach, for their own
hard work, sacrifices and contributions made so
willingly throughout the season. Also a sincere word
of thanks to Mr Michael Kurz, and Mrs Janet Kurz,
the parents of George, for their help and assistance.
Our deepest sympathies and condolences on the
tragic loss of George. Also a thanks to Mrs Cathy
Louw for her help and assistance.
I look forward to an exciting and successful 2010
season of Swimming at Boys High and wish and
hope even greater heights of success!
Kai McEvoy

Front Row L–R: I Leimecke, M Sheppard, A du Toit, M Yiannou, Mrs H Gioia, Mr K McEvoy, G Kurz, D Murray, F Retief.
Second Row L–R: F Louw, T McDonald, D Jooste, S Appelgryn, S Tucker, C Bartlett, M Collier.
Third Row L–R: C Howard, A Robberts, D Korb, T Lombard, M Maepa, W de Jager, M Zietsman, P Roux, O van Niekerk.
Back Row L–R: R Haagner, D Hayes.
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Squash
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2009 has once again been a successful squash year
at Boys High. The year started as always with the
annual fixture against the Old Boys with the very
strong Old Boys team once again emerging victorious.
After that the various school championships took
place with the number of talented boys participating
being most pleasing to see. Athan Page was the
School Champion for the second year in a row and
Craig Stephens once again the unlucky runner-up.
As both boys will only be in matric in 2010 it looks as
though we will see the unprecedented event of the
final being played by the same two boys for three
consecutive years. Murray Coetzee was the U16
champion and Fabio Dearling led the way for the
new boys in the U14 age group.
The first team has had a very successful year. At
the St Andrews festival in February they won four
out of five matches, with David Joubert and Craig
Stephens returning from the festival unbeaten.
Probably the highlight of the year was winning the
North Gauteng Top Schools playoffs, where the 1st
team had to overcome a very strong Menlo Park side.
Menlo Park were the reigning national champions
and were unbeaten for two years but, in a very close
encounter the captain and no.1, Athan Page, won a
thrilling battle in five closely contested games to give
the team a narrow 3–2 victory. This earned the boys
the right to represent North Gauteng at the National
Top Schools tournament in August.
Top Schools was a big disappointment to the boys
as they believed they could win the tournament.
Ultimately they lost to two sides that were stronger
on the day, although the final score line doesn’t
accurately represent how tight the fixtures against
Glenwood and Selborne were. The 1st team therefore
finished the year ranked third in South Africa.
The Pretoria Schools league fixtures were the
staple for the remaining teams. We fielded 14 teams
in total this year and were once again catering for 60
boys regularly for squash matches. The U16A side
dominated their league and finished ahead of the
U16B side to show our dominance in that age group.
The depth of talent in this age group is phenomenal
and as these boys move into the U19 age group, I am
sure that they will strengthen the senior sides even
further. Our U14A side were also convincing winners
of their league. Many of our other sides found the
going tough in their leagues but this is mostly due
to our C and D teams playing against A and B teams
from other schools. Certainly the depth of talent in
our U14 and U16 age groups bodes well for the future.
Dearling, Todd, Dominy and Van Biljon in the U14
age group constitute a strong core of talent and with
the large group of interested boys behind them, they
will not be able to rest on their laurels. The School
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was once again the winner of the trophy for the best
overall performance in the league.
Individual honours this year were largely the
domain of Athan Page. As an U16 boy he was ranked
no.5 in South African U19 schools and toured with the
SA Schools side to Malaysia. He has been a consistent
performer and often produced his best squash when
representing the school. He has a mature attitude to
training and playing and I am sure he will have a
very successful 2010. Athan was jointly awarded the
North Gauteng junior player of the year.
Other members of the 1st team:
Craig Stephens is one of the hardest working
players I have seen. He was unlucky not to be selected
to a very strong North Gauteng A side. He therefore
did not go to the IPT or he too might have been
selected for the SA Schools side. He is also returning
in 2010 and should have an excellent year again.
Murray Coetzee is a very talented young man who
progressed rapidly once his cricket commitments
were over. He has the potential to play SA Schools in
matric if he can find the time to work at his game.
Michael Joubert is the quiet member of the side.
He is naturally talented and one of the fastest players
on the court. He is also returning next year and, if he
works at his game, he could be a vital member of a
very strong team.
Alex Jacobs returned to squash in between his
javelin training and was a most valuable member of
the team. He is a fantastic team man who was often
the only matric in the side. He was always carrying
some injury but this did not stop him giving his all
for the team.
The two other matrics who represented the
team this year were Cameron Corney and Declan
Gallagher. We thank them for their contribution and
their loyalty to the team. The other two boys who
played for the first team and will be back in 2010
were David Joubert and Daniel Swanepoel. Both
these boys have lots of potential and we look forward
to seeing their development over the coming years.
Being involved with squash at Boys High remains
most rewarding for the boys who play the game
because they enjoy it. Whether it be Francesco
Prelorenzo and Jacques Ehlers in U19, Carbonatto
and Nicolaides in U16 or Petzwinkler and Jurgens in
U14, the fact that these boys are able to play is the
most rewarding aspect of the job. Lastly, I would like
to thank Mr Smith for his assistance in the coaching,
transporting and general administration of the squash
this year. To our Old Boy coach, Guido Ferreira we
would also like to say thank you for all your hard
work in coaching many of our lower teams.
Mark Southwood
Coach

This page is sponsored by Marc and Luke Greyling

won 4–2
won 6–0
won 4–2
lost 4–2
won 6–0
won 4–0
lost 7–1
won 5–0
won 5–0
won 5–0
won 3–2

SA Representation
SA Schools U19
Athan Page No.5

National Top Schools Tournament
vs KES
won 4–1
vs Glenwood
lost 4–1
vs Paarl Boys High won 5–0
Semi-Final
vs Selborne
lost 5–0
¾ Playoff
vs Grey College
won 3–2
Finished 3rd in the country.
Provincial Representation
U14A
Jason Dominy
U16A
Murray Coetzee
Daniel Swanepoel
U16B
Dylan Pullock
Charl Fourie
Marc Schickerling
U19A
Athan Page

School Colours
Half Colours
Murray Coetzee
Michael Joubert
Alex Jacobs
Daniel Swanepoel
Full Colours
Craig Stephens (re-award)
Honours
Athan Page
Form I Champion – Fabio Dearling
U14 Champion – Fabio Dearling
U16 Champion – Murray Coetzee
School Champion – Athan Page
Schools League
vs St Albans
won 4–0
vs Zwartkops
won 4–0
vs Menlo Park
drew 2 all.
Lost on a points count
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1st Team results
St Andrews Festival
vs Selborne College
vs Bishops
vs St Andrews School
vs Grey College
vs Westville
Friendly Matches
vs St Albans
vs Michaelhouse
Top Schools’ Playoffs
vs Midstream
vs Zwartkops
vs Menlo Park 2nd Team
vs Menlo Park 1st Team

1st Squash Team

Front Row L–R: C Stephens, M Southwood (Coach), A Page (Captain).
Back Row L–R: M Joubert, M Coetzee, D Gallagher, A Jacobs.
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