
The Pretorian 51

TR
IB

UT
ES

Jeni Wallace & Gail Bloemink 
many catering companies but Jeni never turned a 
hair. This notwithstanding some of the boarders’ 
rather strange requests and, sometimes, the 
occasional mothers’ decidedly bizarre requests!

Her liaison with the Old Boys and her willingness 
to go the extra mile was one of her hall marks. There 
was very little that was too much trouble for her from 
ordering their wine to organising waiters, ensuring 
the speaker system was in place, laying elegant tables, 
arranging that fl owers were on display … and, oh yes, 
supervising the preparation of quite delicious meals.

Her ability to work with her staff was demonstrated 
by the esteem and respect in which they held her 
and this was rewarded by a loyal, well trained and 
happy team. She assisted them with problems they 
encountered outside of the working environment 

and was always available to take 
up the cudgel of their behalf. 

On 31 January 2009 Jeni called 
it a day to enjoy a well-earned rest 
with her husband and family. In 
thanking her for her considerable 
contribution to the School, it 
would be remiss of us were we 
not to thank Bruce, too. He was a 
constant source of support to Jeni and could usually 
be found in the kitchen during a long, late function. 
We bid a fond farewell to a friendly colleague who 
was always willing to lend support in times of crisis; 
may she enjoy her “my” time.

Gail Bloemink

Gail Bloemink
Gail Bloemink joined the Administrative staff in 
August 1979. On my arrival at Boys High in January 
1990, it was suggested to me that Gail would be the 
ideal Headmaster's Secretary, the beginning of a 
truly wonderful journey for us both. It is impossible 
to chronicle just what her service to the School was 
all about - we would probably have to devote an 
entire Pretorian to do it justice, particularly as most 
of it can only truly be appreciated by anecdotes. 
There is hardly any area of endeavour in Boys High 
that was not touched and improved upon through 
Gail's involvement. It is an undeniable truth that the 
position of Headmaster's Secretary is probably the 
most important position in a School and Gail fi lled 
this with great distinction.

Gail's work ethic, loyalty and commitment was 
world class. She had the rare ability to see through 
a problem quickly and act decisively. The job 
description of a School secretary or administrative 
assistant as defi ned by the Education Department 
was literally about a tenth of what she did. During her 
tenure as my secretary, the School grew by another 
500 boys and in terms of academic, administrative 
and support staff, the numbers nearly doubled. 
Undaunted she soldiered on with the increased work 
load. For the most part, she remained pretty cheerful 
but woe betide the lazy, stupid or dishonest, she had 
little or no time for them.

Gail's written English was impeccable and 
because of her fervent belief that nothing should 
leave Boys High in any way imperfect, she ended 
up rewriting almost every testimonial that was 
handed to her for proof-reading or for me to sign. 
Many a staff member quailed as they handed any 
written material to her. Until the appointment of a 
Business Manager, Gail did most of the appointment 
of staff, both GDE and Governing Body and dealt 
with many of the issues which emanated from the 
Department. She was also the Admissions Secretary, 

a job which at most other Schools 
was allocated to a person as a 
virtual full time position. At Boys 
High, where demand outstripped 
our ability to supply, sometimes 
by about four to one, this task 
was enormous. This job was 
thankless and extremely diffi cult 
and, although the decisions were fi nally mine, she 
protected me from abuse, bribes and threats at times 
from angry would-be parents and bureaucratic 
offi cials. She had a nose for ferreting out parents 
who lied and gave false addresses, that would have 
made the Scorpions proud!

These are but some of the major tasks she undertook 
in addition to being my secretary and doing normal 
secretarial duties such as fi elding phone calls and 
keeping a very busy appointment diary. No matter 
what the query was in any aspect of life at this 
frenetically busy school, if someone didn't know 
the answer, you asked Gail. Added to all this, she 
was the highly effi cient secretary to the Governing 
Body for about 15 years as well as organiser of two 
complex Headmasters' Conferences and many other 
functions and meetings on my behalf. Gail could 
have commanded a salary and benefi ts as the P.A. to 
a top executive in the business world, far exceeding 
that which she earned at Boys High. Her loyalty to 
the School was such that I doubt whether this ever 
entered her head.

Gail Bloemink's service to Pretoria Boys High 
was exceptional and she retired in the knowledge 
that she left with the sincere gratitude of a grateful 
School community, tens of thousands of Old Boys 
and past parents and a deeply indebted Headmaster. 
We wish her health and happiness in a truly well-
deserved retirement.

Bill Schroder.
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George William Kurz
22.3.1991 – 7/8/2009
George will be remembered for the great sportsman 
that he was, achieving fourteen Provincial blazers 
in the short time that he was lent to us, the best 18 
years of our lives.

His love for the game of rugby started at the age of 
6, when playing “Bulletjie Rugby” at Pretoria Rugby 
Club, he went on to play 48 games for the Blue Bulls 
Youth Rugby Association from U12 to U18 age 
groups. George started eleven games for the PBHS 
1st XV. In his Form 5 year he played scrumhalf for 
TUKS U19A, 2009 Carlton League U19 Champions.

George was the PBHS Swimming Captain and 
led the swimmers to achieve excellent results: third 
in the Alan Burt Ten Schools’ Gala, second in the 
Johannesburg A League and fi rst in Pretoria A 
League in 2009. He received NTS colours at the age 
of 12 and was also the recipient of Full Colours for 
Swimming from PBHS.

Then came the body building, hours spent in the gym, 
with discipline, dedication and determination. George 
was Gauteng North U21 Champion and also achieved 

second place in the IFBB South 
Africa U21 Championships at 
the age of 17.

George was a PBHS boy 
to the bone, passionate and 
dedicated. In his Form 5 
speech he said: “red, white 
and green are embedded deep 
in the veins that carry my 
blood”. The local hardware 
shop has stopped selling red 
white and green insulation tape that was used all 
over his room, even on the back door of our home.

We are privileged to have so many good memories 
of George to keep with us; never did he disappoint 
us. What a wonderful son and brother.

George and JD were taken from us so unexpectedly, 
but will live in our hearts forever.

We would like to refer to a quote by Johnny Enslin, 
on Face Book, “to the world you may have been just 
another person, but to us you were the world”.

The Kurz Clan

I don't like it much when someone steals my 
thunder from me. George always stole my thunder 
from me. He had a particularly bad habit of doing 
so, especially at swimming meetings. But I forgave 
him every time, because, I would have to admit that, 
most times, his decisions and reactions were often 
better than mine.

My fi rst memories of George are not those of 
him being in my class either. Not that he was not 
a memorable student, of course he was: any class 
with George in was always an adventure! But what 
I remember of him from form 1 was those long bus 
trips to and fro from Joburg for galas. I must have 
wanted to strangle him a dozen times. The trips 
there were not so bad. But coming back, stuck for 
about two hours in the traffi c, we were all tired and 
sun-stroked, and then there was George. I did not 
realize it then, but there certainly was blame to be 
placed on his mother B all those sugary delights in 
his lunch box. George, for two hours, a perky, cheeky 
little form 1, on the chair right behind mine. And he 
did not sit still, and he did not shut up. I learnt after 
the second gala to take his lunch box away from him 
before we left Pretoria. So Janet, thank you for all 
those sweets, I sure did enjoy them!

I was fortunate enough to mature into swimming 
at boys high with George. By the time I took over 
swimming last year I had spent three years getting 
to know him both in the classroom, on the sports 
fi elds and in the swimming pool. I became friends 
with his parents, brother and sister. George and I 
developed what I like to think was a relationship 
that transcended that of student and teacher B we 
became friends. I respected George for his steadfast 

and stalwart dedication. Dedication that showed 
in his attitude to school, his family and his friends, 
but also mostly to himself. He was true to himself. 
And I believe that this is not a selfi sh thing to do, we 
owe this to ourselves. He took himself and his goals 
with great dedication and seriousness. He was no 
window shopper. He understood that if you never 
try then you never know. And if he failed he got 
up and brushed himself off and tried again, wiser, 
harder, more dedicated. There was no formula of 
"could have been's" in his language.

It was a pleasure also to see this young man growing 
up in front of me from the little red head boy into the 
mature, effervescent, joyful equation of life that he 
became. We lamented losses together, and shared 
victories. Sometimes those victories didn't necessarily 
mean that we won, but that we could recognise the 
best in the situation. We may not have won every 
race and every gala, we nearly did though, but this 
year, as boys high's swimming captain, it was good 
to have him come to me after every gala and discuss, 
audit, plot, plan and thank me. He was always polite, 
cheerful, and that smile. That smile that never failed 
to get me smiling. George was a bottomless pit of 
happiness. I don't know where it came from, but 
I have a suspicion that there were many elements 
that it was composed of. I would like to express my 
gratitude to the world for having brought such a 
magic little red star into my life and my life at Boys 
High, particularly that of the Swimming fraternity. 
His excellence as a team player and captain in what 
is essentially an "individual's" sport united the team 
and can only, once again, be commended.

To the friends, parents and family of JD I would 

George Kurz
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Jan-Daniël 'groot Boogjagter' Cruywagen (6 
September 1991 B 7 August 2009). 

'We all have bad memories, it's inevitable right….
something we said, or did, or could have done 
differently …

Well, one thing we learned from knowing JD is 
that bad memories are not inevitable. 

And we wonder what kind of a man does God 
choose to not have a single bad memory attached to 
his name? 

We have met such a man and he became our son, 
brother and friend and in the shadow of his name 
we will never forget that salvation is truly a free gift 
from God.'

We miss him so much and do not really have the 
words to match the person who changed our lives 
for nearly 18 years. All the messages on Facebook 
that are still coming in describes him the best…

…die impak wat jy op ons lewens gemaak het was 

groter as sommige ou, 
ou mense. Ordinary 
person, extraordinary 
life…

…my maat, maak 
nie saak hoeveel 
hublys hier gestack 
word nie, hulle almal 
los n bitter nasmaak 
sonder jou hier!! 

…jy was 'n mens 
wat my baie geleer 
het. Jy was altyd daar 
vir my. Jy het my altyd 
gehelp…

…Hey tjom,die fl uit in my kop wil nie ophou 
nie. Jou invloed op my sal nooit verdwyn nie. My 
boog is altyd gereed te danke aan jou. Dis nou my 
verantwoordelikheid om die teiken te tref…mis jou…

This page sponsored by Jason Boustead

Jan-Daniel Cruywagen
like to express my condolences too. I did not know 
JD, so it is diffi cult for me to give any meaningful 
comment other than to pray that you will, like the 
rest of us, at some point be able to make sense and 
gain peace out of this tragic event.

To Georg's friends, we will surely miss the little 
blighter more than we can possibly imagine. To 
Cammy, I am sure that you dear big brother brought 
you more love, joy, protection and friendship than 
any older brother ever needed to. To Kallie, words 
escape me. He set such an excellent example for you 
to follow. Embrace those qualities and make them 
your own. To Janet and Michael, I want to thank you 
for giving this gift to the world. Your support, love 
and involvement in all your childrens' lives does not 
go unnoticed and unappreciated. You may hold your 
heads up high with deep pride. You have done well. 
You did an excellent job with George. And he admired 
and loved and appreciated you both more than you 
can imagine. You supported, guided and stood by 
him beyond the call of any duty. I pay homage to you 
as such and once again thank you. Your involvement 
with the swimming fraternity, and as personal friends 
and support, has carried and inspired me.

Now, George…
You were whispered on the wings of the
Angels that
Look down in love

Now they take you back on their wings
And leave us in pieces
The pieces that make us whole 

They dropped you somewhere
All in one place
Somewhere where you can become whole again

and for now we release you

Yet here we are still
In the pieces that we think
Make us whole
Pieces that we, each and everyone one of us that you 

touched, must stitch together again
By some magic
By our own strong fi ngers that you showed us how to use

You are free to go do your own.
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I had the honour of knowing Jan-Daniel Cruywagen 
for 42 years.

Jan-Daniel worked consistently and produced 
pleasing academic results during his time at this 
school.

Jan-Daniel was affectionately described by his 
teachers as a gentle, well-mannered and courteous 
young man who was focused and knew what he 
wanted of life. He had the respect of his peers and 
the teachers alike. His good sense of humour was 
appreciated by all and he was known to be a young 

man who laughed, smiled and enjoyed life. He was 
a loyal friend and supportive member of Matheson 
House and a true Boys High Boy. He was, at all 
times, reliable and honest.

JD enjoyed playing hockey for the 6th Hockey XI 
but his passion lay in Archery. He lived life to the 
full, enjoyed the outdoors and loved his School. He 
will be very sadly missed by his friends, Matheson 
House and the School.

A Matthews 
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1.  Pretoria Boys High has its origins in 1901 in a school housed in the building of the Staats Model School. This building is preserved in central 
Pretoria as a national monument

2.  The 1907 letter from Sir John Adamson (Director of Education in the Transvaal Colony) to Jan Smuts (Colonial Secretary of the Transvaal) 
requesting permission to proceed with the construction of a Boys School for the sum of £32 000. Smuts gave the green light as indicated on 
the second page

3  The 1908 plans for the “Boys High School”. This is the amended version of the main building: the original design featured sandstone at the base. 
The school preserves these original plans, all of which carry the signature of Piercy Eagle as the chief architect of the Public Works Department. 
However, some insist that the design was actually that of Thomas Tyrwhitt who was the assistant architect of the Public Works Department

4.  Finishing touches to the original buildings including the east tower (later the bell tower) and the central dome
5.  The original buildings under construction, probably photographed in late 1908. The bare veld, previously used for a British fi eld hospital 

during the Anglo-Boer War, is in striking contrast to today’s lush grounds
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1.  A view from the koppie, probably taken in early 1909 as the building neared completion. The suburbs of Hatfi eld and Brooklyn can be seen in 
the background

2.  The newly-completed buildings of the Pretoria College in 1909 seen from the vicinity of today’s north gate. The school was built on the town 
lands to the south east of the city and its rural setting is very different to today’s inner-city urban landscape. The British blockhouse from the 
Anglo-Boer War is evident on the koppie behind Rissik House

3.  A magazine article provides its readers with views of the New Pretoria College including the main buildings and the boarding house (later Rissik House)
4.  A political cartoon in the Sunday Times shows three of the men whose names can to be linked to Boys High: JC Smuts (second from left) who 

authorised the construction of the buildings and appointed Bill Hofmeyr as the fi rst headmaster of PBHS; Johann Rissik (second from right) 
after whom Rissik House was named and Sir Edward Solomon (on extreme right) after whom Solomon House was named

5.  Johann Rissik, the Minister of Lands in the Transvaal Colony in 1909 after whom Rissik House was named
6.  Sir Edward Solomon, Minister of Public Works in the Transvaal Colony in 1909, after whom Solomon House was named
7.  The Pretoria College moved to the new buildings and grounds in 1909. This photograph taken in the gym (today the music room) was one of 

a number of posed publicity photos
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1.  The three original buildings of the Pretoria College seen from the north-west. The road known as “S-Bend” is visible in the foreground, 
constructed in that fashion to permit ox-carts to bring building materials up to the school

2.  A photo of the Pretoria Boys High School created from the amalgamation of the English-medium Pretoria College and the Dutch-medium 
Eendracht School in 1910. The event coincided with the formation of the Union of South Africa

3.  The fi rst boarding house occupied was Rissik House with all the original boarders crammed into one house for a few months while the second 
boarding house was completed

4. The interior of the Rissik House dining-room in 1909
5. A group of Rissik boarders on the front steps circa 1912



57The Pretorian

BU
IL

D
IN

G
 C

EN
TE

N
A

RY

1 2

3 4

5 6

1. Solomon House on completion in 1909
2.  The school buildings and fi rst cricket fi eld, probably during the First World War. The fi rst bluegum trees had already started to transform 

the appearance of the property
3.  The façade of the main building in the 1920s when two fi r trees and other shrubbery was to be found close to the building. The level ground 

to the base of the edifi ce allowed cars to park adjacent to the main entrance
4.  In May 1920, the War Memorial for the Great War (World War One) was opened. This added several features to the original façade 

including the plinth, the eternal fl ame, the clock and bells in the east tower
5.  The bells in the east tower were installed in 1929 as part of the war memorial. They chime the Westminster Chimes. (This photograph of a 

schoolboy graffi ti offender dates from the 1940s)
6.  A fi re drill demonstration in front of the main buildings during World War Two. In the early stages of the war there was a threat of air raids 

on South African cities
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1  In this photograph, circa 1947, little has changed except the planting 
of the two Norfolk pines that were to become prominent features

2.  In October 1948 disaster struck when a PWD workman accidently 
set fi re to the upper cupola of the dome

3.  Firemen battled to contain the fi re and much water damage was 
done to the library, then housed below the dome

4.  The fi re having gutted the cupper cupola, this part of the dome was 
simply blanked off for a few years

5.  Restoration of the upper cupola thanks to the efforts of E E Penzhorn 
of the Public Works Department who supervised the construction of a 
replica

6.  Students of Walter Battiss, the art master, carve the stature that 
came to be known as “Danny Swart” after the boy who posed for the 
work. The statue was placed on the reconstructed upper dome

7.  The opening of the War Memorial in 1954 for those of the school 
who had died in World War Two. The memorial was placed in the 
foyer of the main building

8.  By the 1950s, the original buildings were part of a well established 
facility
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The Boys High Calendar: If you liked the images 

in this illustrated feature, you may want to consider 

buying a copy of the birthday and anniversary 

calendar that includes many of these photographs in an 

attractive format. Copies of the calendar are available at 

the school’s reception and at the clothing shop.
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1.  The buildings have formed the backdrop for generations of Boys High boys who have experienced 
this great school. Here in the 1950s, it is a game of cricket, complete with “dustbin stumps” that 
forms the amusement at break

2.  The demolition of the original school hall in the early 1960s, a questionable move which saw the 
end of this architecturally attractive feature

3.  The construction of the present hall and several new classrooms in the period 1963 to 1965. The 
new hall was opened in 1964

4. The ceremony declaring the façades of the original buildings to the status of National Monuments in 1978
5. The National Monuments plaque affi xed to four of the school’s original buildings
6. The timeless elegance of the PBHS main building has now seen a full century of Boys High history unfold
7.  The beautiful façade of the main buildings continues to provide a setting for certain open-air ceremonies including the annual pipe band 

display and awards. It has also become a building much used for fi lming, most recently for a British television production [covered elsewhere 
in this edition of The Pretorian
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OOOOOOOOOOOOOnOOOOOOOOOOOOnOnOOOOOOnOOOnOnOnOOnOOOO 22222 28888888 FFFFFeFebbbbbbbrbruauaryry 22222 2000000000000999999999999999 tttttttwtwoo hhhhhhhhuhu dddddddndndreredddddddddd ananddddddddddddd fifififififififififi ffffftftftftftyy oror s soo 
mmmmmmemmmmmmmmm n, and Deirdre Hickman, ranging in ages from
1111181111111  to 88 (Alex Carnie, 1939) gathered for the Rissik
HHHHHHoHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH use Centenary Dinner. The evening started with
ttttthhtttttt e crowd gathering in Rissik House and inspecting
aaaaaalaaaaaaaaa l the changes that had taken place since they had
llllleelllllllllll ft school. Of course these have been numerous, 
bbbbbbbub t the principal change has been the conversion of 
ttttthhe old dining-room into an Honours Hall.

After a group photograph and a general
wwwwwwwaw ndering about the house and property we
ggggggathered in the centralised dining-room for dinner.
MMMMMMaM rk Southwood appeared for the fi rst time at an
OOOOOOlO d Boys’ Dinner as the Master-of-Ceremonies
aaaaaand proved so successful that a certain prominent
oooooolo d boy suggested that he should take on the main
ddddddidddddddddddd nner. Pierre Beguin (1949) said grace. Remarkably,
PPPPPPiPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP erre’s younger brother, Claude, (1951) had
nnnnnnnnon t been back to South Africa since leaving for
SSSSSSwSSSSSSSSS itzerland after school, a tribute to the House as it
cccccccoccccccccc uld only have been something so remarkable that
wwwwwwwwowwwwwwwwwwww uld bring him back.

The Toast to South Africa was proposed by the
HHHHHHeHHHH ad Prefect of Rissik House, Kyriacos Floudiotis.
HHHHHHiHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH s messagge was simpple but striking g and in his toast

hhhhhhhhehe c chhhhhhhhahalllllllllllllllllllllenengegedddddddd hhhthththththee tttatatttttete dddddddndndeeeess ttttoto ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ bbbbbbbbebe ttttt thhhhhhhhehe c chhhhhhhhhhhhhahangngee hhhhhhhthhtthhthththththatatatatttttattatttatata  
you want to see’ a message that clearly challengedddddd  
every person to be active instead of passive innnnnnn  nn
changing South Africa for the better.

Peter Rogan (1967) proposed the Toast to Absentttttt  tt
Friends. Peter spoke excellently – without notesssssss   s
– and ended with the very appropriate words offfffffff  
Robert Burns: ‘An honest man here lies at rest’. Ittttttt  
was during the main dinner interval that my earrrrrrrrrrrrr  r
caught the line of the night: Jonathan Ferreira (2000)))))))))  
turned to Paul Sommerville and asked: ‘Sir, there’s aaaaaa  a
chap here from 1939 – did you teach him?’ Needlessssssss  
to say, Chalky had!

The headmaster introduced the main speakerr,,,,,   ,
Nick Ferreira (1997) and our latest Rhodes Scholarr....
Nick spoke amusingly and with great humour aboutttttttt  
the six stages of a Rissik House boy, ranging frommmmmmmm  
the young, innocent and afraid to the mature mann,,,,,   
ending with a toast to brotherhood that is Rissik.

The highlight of the dinner, for me, wasssssss  
Christopher Lee (1982) – who had convened theeeeee   
dinner and had done a superb job – who wassssss   s
called to say a few words. Instead of labouring theeeeee  
audience with a list of names he chose rather to enddddddd  
with a ppoem called “Timeless Bonds”.

1 2 3
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1.  Mr John Oehley who came all the way from New Zealand to attend
2.  Mr Peter Rogan who made the toast to absent friends
3.  Nick Ferreira was one of the guest speakers
4.  One hundred years of Rissik House welcoming boarders
5. Old boys of Rissik House enjoy the evening together
6.  Seeing double: Mr Mark Southwood, past Rissik housemaster with the Ferreira twins
7.  Old Boys of the oldest boarding house (by a few months) are welcomed by the current senior 

housemaster Mr Mike Smuts
8.  James Orr (of Solomon House) does the honours with the pipes at the dinner
9. Passionate Rissik House old boy, Chris Lee (class of 1982)
10. Bernard Jadrijevich (aka “Judge”) who led the singing of “40 Years On”
11. Mr Schroder speaking at the fi rst old boys dinner of the year – many were to follow
12. Past housemasters of Rissik House, Mr Keith Gibbs with Mr Pierre Schnetler
13.  Mr Alex Carney (class of 1939), the most senior old boy at the gathering



The Pretorian62

Solomon Centenary Dinner
SO

LO
M

O
N

 H
O

US
E 

10
0

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AAAAAA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AAA AAAAA AAA AA bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbboboararddddddidididdidididididingng hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh houousese dddddddddddddddd diiiiiiiininnenerr, o onene iiiiiiiiiii inn cecelllllllllllllllllllllllllllllelebbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbrbr tttatatiiiiiiiiioionn ananddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 
ddddddded dication to a particular house, is a rare event.
IIIIInIIIIIIIIIIIIII  my memory the only other dinner in the past
ttttttwwtt enty years was the ‘Last Supper’ held in 1995 in
tttttthhtt e old dining-room (now the Honours Hall) when
tttttthht e houses centralised the dining-rooms.

So it was no surprise to see three hundred odd
OOOOOOOlO d Boys turn up for the centenary dinner. Greg
HHHHHHHaHH ssenkamp, matric 1990, acted as Master of 
CCCCCCCeC remonies and introduced the evening by reading
fffffffrf om the Pretorian of 1908. Remarkably, Greg and
TTTTTTThTT omas Rundle, matric 2001 and convenor of the
dddddddidd nner, had managed to line up four previous senior
hhhhhhhohhh usemasters.Greg was, of course, one too.In addition
ttttttott  the senior housemasters, there were twenty-one
pppppppapppppppppppppppppp st masters in attendance and six of the past kitchen
ssssssstsss aff – with a combined service of an incredible 233
yyyyyyyyey ars. Five Old Boys had come from abroad and the
ooooooloooooooooooo dest in attendance were Murray Hofmeyr, matric
111111911111111111 42 and Joss Hamilton, matric 1946.

So it was that we were treated to four accounts
ooooooofooooooooooooooooo  Solomon House. Mr Paul Ewart-Phipps was fi rst
uuuuuuuupuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu . For him Solomon House was in one respect a
hhhhhhhohh bby – he refurbished the entire house. Over a
pppppppeppppppppp riod of almost a decade he removed all the paint
aaaaaaaanaaaaaaaaaa d restored the original wood. I have a perfect
mmmmmmmemmmmmmmmmmm mory of once returning from a night out at the
mmmmmmmom vies in Sunnyside and wandering in with Martin
ZZZZZZZaZZ hradnik at about one o’clock in the morning. Mr
EEEEEEEwE art-Phipps was working in the foyer. He turned
aaaaaaana d looked at the two of us and said: ‘Ashton, is this
sssssssts raight?’ Paying tribute to the various boys that
pppppppop ured hours of work, of course as punishment,
iiiiiinniiii to the restoration he singled out one in particular,

PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPaPatttttrtriiiiiiiiiicickkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRuRussss lllllllllelelllllllllllll. PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP P ttttatat iiiiiiiiiriri kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkckck w wororkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkekeddddddddddd evevereryy iiiiiiisisingngllllllllllllllllllllllllllele ddddddddddddddddddddd dayyyyyyyayyyyayayyyyyyyyyyyyyy  
of the school year for three solid years and seldommmmmm  mmm mmmmm  m  mmmmmmmmmmmmm
got to sleep. For Mr Ewart-Phipps this project wasssssssssssssssss    
about being immortalised and the many Old Boysssssssssssssssssss   
who now have their names up in the corridors andddddddddddddddddddd   
in the Honours Hall will be forever rememberedd........
His closing remark perhaps best captured hissssss   
enthusiasm for Solomon: ‘I felt humiliated to gooooooo  
from a boarding school to a day house.’

Mr Louis Denton adopted a far more anecdotaallllllll   
account of his time at Solomon House. Perhaps theeeeee   e
most entertaining story was the fact that he haddddddd   
Jannie Biddulph and Paul Anthony (The Lion offfffff ff 
Lebanon) on his staff – neither, it seemed had anyyyyyyyyy  
concept of what it meant to be on duty. He closeddddddddddddd dddd  
with words remembered from a speech deliveredddddd d d ddddddddddddd 
by Mr Desmond Abernethy, who told the boys toooooo   oo
‘Enjoy life while you can and make the most of itt,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  
because this too shall pass.’

In the interlude, Greg held up a drawer that cameeeeeee  e
from the main bedroom in the Senior Housemaster’ssssss  
house. On the back had been etched: ‘If any offfffffffffffffffffffffffff  
you fi nd this before the world ends, we send bestttttttttt tttt  ttttttttt
wishes.’ It was signed by Richard Bailey, matricccccc  c
1992, and had been written when he and anotherrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr   
had been charged with looking after Mr Elwyn vannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn  
der Aardweg’s children. A perfect segue.

For Mr van den Aardweg, matric 1976, Solomonnnnnnnnnn  
House was about legacy, about those who hadddddd  d
gone before and how we are all the torch bearersssssss  
for the future. One of his humorous – although nottttttt  
at the time – memories was about Sean East andddddddd  
his now famous homemade rocket that was due tooooooo  
be launched into the stratosphere from the koppiee.....



63The Pretorian

SO
LO

M
O

N
 H

O
US

E 
10

0OOOOOOOOOOfOfOOfOfOOfOfOOfOOfOfOfOf cc couoursrsee hhhhthththththiiiiiiningsgs ddddddddddd d ddidiidididididid n n ttttotot w wororkkkkkkkkkk ououtttttt asas p plllllllalannnn dddddddddeded a a dddddddndnd
tttttthe rocket exploded sending two screaming boys,
bbbbbbbbubb rned black, running back down to the house in
tttttterrifi c fear.

Mr David Wylde was superbly entertaining. After
aaaaaa series of anecdotes and perfectly pitched jokes he
mmmmmmmade the admission that put into perspective for
mmmmmmmmem  what happppens to masters and boyys in Solomon

HHHHHHoHoususe:e: ‘I‘‘I‘I‘I‘I‘II w wasas s senenttttttttt tttttoto SSSSSSS S lllllllololomomonon ttttt too iiiiiiicici iiiiiivivilllililillililililisese iiiiiii itttttt, bbbbbbbbb b ttttututut iiiiiiiii i itttttttttt ttttttttt tt
grew on me.’

The evening ended, as these nights mostlyyyyyyy yy 
do, with Trevor Quirck at the Old Boys’ Clubbbbbb 
threatening to lock the door and toss the keys outtttttt 
of the window!

Eugeg ne Ashton Solomon 1996

1 2

3 4

5

1.  Solomonites gather on the front lawn of the house on 
14 March 2009 to celebrate 100 years of this boarding 
house

2.  Old Boys of Solomon House in the hall for the taking of 
the group photograph

3.  The main table for the dinner with 
the Headmaster and past senior 
housemasters of Solomon House

4.  Assistant housemasters who served 
under Mr David Wylde: Rev Alan 
O’Brien, Mr Wylde, Mr John 
Illsley, Mr Peter Kirsten and Dr 
Eric Meltzer

5.  Mr Greg Hassenkamp, organiser 
of the reunion, with two senior 
old boys of Solomon House, Mr 
Joss Hamilton and Mr Murray 
Hofmeyr
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1. Trevor Quirk, one of the guest speakers
2.  Mr Greg Hassenkamp, the master-of-ceremonies, himself a past senior housemaster of Solomon House at the dinner
3.  Past senior housemasters of Solomon House in chronological order. From L- R: Mr Louis Denton, Mr David Wylde, Mr Elwyn van den 

Aardweg and Mr Paul Ewart-Phipps
4.  Solomon Old Boys of the 1990s carousing with the chairman of the Old Boys Association, Eugene Ashton, also a Solomon Old Boy
5.  Two Toms: Tom Rundle and Tom Fair, son of the late Bob Fair, a past housemaster of Solomon House
6.  The drawer in question: the inscription on the underside was found by Mr Hassenkamp during his tenure and indeed before the world ended!
7.   Mr Elwyn van den Aardweg (past housemaster of Solomon House) with Richard Bailey and Craig White (both class of 1992) and the drawer 

from the dressing table, which the two of them had inscribed in a moment of boredom and mischief while doing baby-sitting duties one night 
with the Van den Aardweg twins (now 21!)

8.  Mr Mark Smith, current senior housemaster of Solomon House, welcomes old boys and past masters of the house to the reunion
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Abernethy House
Senior Housemaster: Mr M Badenhorst
Tutors: Form 1: Ms E Smuts
 Form 2: Ms E Donaldson
 Form 3: Mrs A van Straten
 Form 4: Ms K Bezuidenhout
 Form 5: Mrs S Black
Head Prefect: Christopher MacClements
Deputy: Xan Swart
Prefects: Henk Delen
 Wesley Black
 Thomas Potgieter
 Sean Finaughty
 Berné Burger
 Armand van der Walt

2009 turned out to be a successful and exciting year 
for Abernethy House. Starting slowly at the Inter-
House gala, the year continued on an incline as we 
won four events, these being Senior Hockey, Senior 
Basketball, Climbing and Junior Debating. Thanks 
to all the boys who contributed to these great 
achievements.

This year's House Prefects were outstanding. 
Not only did they tackle their duties with fervour 
and dedication, but they were always willing to go 
the extra mile for the House. The matric group as 

a whole set the standard for 2009 and they were 
vital in the formula for the House's success. Their 
attitude of leading by example and getting involved 
in all activities was inspirational and felt throughout 
the House. It was a privilege to lead alongside these 
young men.

One of the goals that we had set for 2009 was 
to get maximum participation at the Inter-House 
activities. Not once were we left with open lanes or 
incomplete sides. Although it is wonderful to win, 
trust in the people around you is the characteristic 
that pleased me the most in 2009.

The House could not have been run without the 
help, enthusiasm and dedication of the tutors. Their 
involvement in all aspects of the House does not 
go unnoticed. Thank you for all the hard work that 
made Abernethy House more effi cient.

To Mrs Black and Ms Donaldson, we wish you 
all the best in your many endeavours in the years 
ahead. We have all benefi tted tremendously from 
your commitment and honesty.

Finally, I would like to wish all the boys everything 
of the best.

M Badenhorst
Senior Housemaster

Front Row L–R: H Delen, A van der Walt, B Burger, X Swart, Ms Black (Tutor), C Mac Clements, W Black, S Finaughty, T Potgieter.
Second Row L–R: P Dinna, N Stevens, E Baloyi, D van Bassen, A Falanga, M Malan, J Kenyon, J Verwey, S Rippon, K Molati, N Shamshoodeen.

Third Row L–R: Mr Badenhorst (Housemaster), E Nel, T de Bruyn, N Carmichael, M Yiannou, B Tsabadi, A Procopos, K Rabalao, B Nixon, Z Ismail.
Back Row L–R: K Wakalonji, B Hill, N Mashaba, J Houw, R Beaton.

Abernethy House Tutor group
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Arcadia House
Senior Housemaster: Mr C MacDonald
Tutors: Form 1: Ms A McLaren
 Form 2: Mrs L Georgiades
 Form 3: Mr O Vermeulen
 Form 4: Mrs E Dreyer
 Form 5: Mrs K Stenos
Head Prefect: Glen Botha
Deputy: Byron Bowles
Prefects: Nicholas Petrou
 Devin Ferreira
 Kiondiko Kasure
 Dean Murray
 Keagan Schlunz
 Vane Zulu

2009 saw Arcadia House, once again, going from 
strength to strength. Inter-house sporting and cultural 
results saw improvements across the board. What was 
very encouraging on the Inter-house event front was to 
see the increase in participation in the various events. I 
made more time this year to support most of the many 
Inter-House events, which proved to be very rewarding. 
The memorable moments are far too numerous to 
recount in any detail, so I will mention but a few. It 
was with delight that I watched our junior squash team 
win the Inter-House squash and our senior chess team 
come tie in fi rst place in the chess competition (only 
to be placed 2nd after the application of a tie-breaking 
mechanism). After a very gritty and gutsy performance, 
our senior Water-Polo team narrowly lost to Solomon 
House in the fi nal of the Inter-house water-polo event, 
placing us 2nd over-all. These were very proud moments 
for me and the House. 

Another fond memory of a slightly different nature 
was of Arcadia's open hockey team playing Rissik 
house for 9th and 10th position in the Inter-house 
hockey event. The team consisted mostly of boys 
that don't (and cant) play hockey. They rose to the 
occasion, bursting with high spirit and enthusiasm. 
They played their hearts out and had fun while 
participating. All the while they displayed the good 

sportsmanship that is so important to the House. 
It is this over-all character and attitude that we are 
trying to achieve in the House – one of give it all and 
play to win, but lose with grace if it happens.

With the good and unfortunately all too often, 
there comes the bad. It was with shock and horror 
that we learnt of the untimely death of George Kurz 
this year. George was a well loved Arcadian and the 
effect was felt throughout the school and House. 
He will be sadly missed by all those who loved 
and knew him. Holding onto the many positive 
and happy memories of George has helped us deal 
with this tragic loss. After George's passing on, 
I requested our prefects to be more vigilant than 
before, specifi cally so as to detect any boys that 
might not be dealing with the loss. In praise of the 
prefects, they pushed through their own pain and 
did the job at hand, counselling and consoling those 
that needed it. Led by two very strong leaders, 
namely Glen Botha (Headboy) and Byron Bowles 
(Deputy Headboy) the Arcadia House prefects of 
2009 were exemplary. With a "just do it" attitude, 
they dedicated much of their time and effort to the 
House and to the arranging of the many Inter-House 
activities and teams. Without their support and help 
the House would not have been what it is today.

The benefi t of having a stable and constant tutor 
base was certainly shown this year. The tutors did 
a fantastic job in their pastoral roles, feeding vital 
information through to me and counselling boys 
that needed it. The tutors do a lot of behind the scene 
work, and do not receive that praise that they are 
worthy of. Arcadia House is very fortunate to have 
tutors of their calibre.

This being the end of the second year of me being 
Housemaster of Arcadia and having seen it get 
stronger year on year, it makes me very optimistic 
and excited for the year ahead. 

Clyde MacDonald
Senior Housemaster

Front Row L–R: R Dreyer, D Murray, D Ferreira, G Botha, K Stenos (Tutor), B Bowles, K Kasure, H Zulu, N Petrou.
Second Row L–R: S Singh, R Andrew, M Shandu, S Duim, C van der Westhuizen, B Wicks, N Truter, M van Zyl, M Morolo. 

Third Row L–R: A Bester, W Hillebrand, W Sizani, I Leimeke, W Preece, R Maugaba, L Mabe, D Lombard, Mr C MacDonald (Housemaster). 

Arcadia House Tutor group
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Armstrong House
Senior Housemaster:  Mr P Franken
Tutors: Form 1: Mrs D Albers
 Form 2: Mr C Fowler
 Form 3: Mrs T Ronga
 Form 4: Mr A de Kock
 Form 5: Mrs T Millar
Headprefect: Brett Ward
Deputy : Louis van Biljon
Prefects : Grant Watters
 Dylan Richter
 Albert de Jongh
 Kurt Loots
 Wesley Motha
 Brandon Harris

Armstrong House established its intentions of 
retaining its position as one of the top houses 
early on in 2009. We fi nished second in the Inter-
House Swimming gala for a second year running. 
This resulted in the boys of Armstrong being more 
determined than ever before.

Despite our narrow loss at the gala, the House 
went on to be a fi erce competitor in the Inter-House 
Hockey, Athletics, Chess, Squash and numerous 
other events. A major highlight of 2009 was when we 
fi nished fourth in the Inter-House Athletics – our best 

performance in this event in the history of the house. 
This incredible accomplishment was made possible 
by the loyalty, passion and dedication of the boys.

I would personally like to thank all my fellow 
matrics for their support and dedication to the 
house over the past fi ve memorable years. Thank 
you to Louis and all the House Prefects for making 
my job a lot easier and for making the year the 
success that it was. Thank you to Mrs Millar for 
being the matric group's tutor for the past two years. 
Her constant support and encouragement was 
greatly appreciated. Thank you to Mr Franken, our 
outstanding Housemaster, for always encouraging 
each and every one of us to achieve our best and 
never to give up. It was truly and honour to work 
with Mr Franken.

2009 was a successful year for Armstrong House, 
but I have no doubt that 2010 will be even more 
successful. To those who are leaving, I wish you 
everything of the best. To those who are remaining, 
always strive to achieve your best and I trust you 
will take Armstrong to even greater heights.

Always remember that it's not how you start that 
matters, it's how you fi nish.

Brett Ward

Front Row L–R: A de Jongh, K Loots, D Richter, L van Biljon, Mrs T Millar (Tutor), B Ward, Mr P Franken (Housemaster), B Harris, G 
Walters, M Motha, J sailer.

Second Row L–R: R Trollip, W Kotze, M Gulube, D van Coller, T Matsapola, H Darwish, D Mostert, D Dewhurst, M-H Ahiba, Z da Silva, G Cloete.
Back Row L–R:  V Evans, S Khuzwayo, Q Pretorius, K Poovendran, M Nyanda, S Stallone, M Findow, A Planets, S Varela, C Landsberg, 

 I Osman, A Korkou, C Hilton.

Armstrong House
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Hofmeyr House
Senior Housemaster: Mr J Tucker
Tutors: Form 1: Mrs M Prinsen
 Form 2: Mrs H Baptiste
 Form 3: Mrs A Floor
 Form 4: Mr P Botha/Mr M Barrett
 Form 5: Mr Ewart-Phipps
Head Prefect: Niku Kruger
Deputy: Pierre Rodgers
Prefects: Martin Coetzee
 Thato Ditsibe
 Tumelo Ndala
 Wesley Verhage
 Clark Gultig
 Ruan van Zyl

All the boys of Hofmeyr House must be congratulated 
for the effort and commitment to the House during 
this past year. 2009 was exciting and interesting and 
everyone played their part in making it a memorable 
year. 

There are so many events and activities that take place 
during a single year in the House context at PBHS that 
trying to comment on all them would be impossible.

However there are a couple that I would like to 
mention. First, the Inter House Play Festival. For 
many years this was a highlight on the PBHS calendar 
and this year was no exception. Although Hofmeyr 
did not win any of the trophies and prizes up for 
grabs, under the superb guidance and coaching of 
Niku Kruger and Martin Coetzee the Hofmeyr team 
of "actors" performed excellently and deserved the 
praise of their peers. 

During all other Inter House events the boys of 
Hofmeyr did exceptionally well. If we look at the 

results of the Inter House events Hofmeyr House 
fi nished in the top fi ve in more than half of these 
events. Shervaux Hwang and the Senior Chess 
team must be congratulated on their fi rst place in 
the Inter House Chess Competition. Hofmeyr also 
come second on several occasions, including Senior 
Hockey, Senior Debating, Senior Basketball and 
Senior & Junior Soccer.

However, Hofmeyr House is not only about 
Inter House events, it is also about being part 
of "something", a place in which every boy can 
fl ourish, socialize and grow. During the second term 
Hofmeyr House had a sports/fun day. A day when 
Hofmeyr boys got together and played touch rugby 
and soccer. It was a great day because it provided 
the ideal opportunity for boys from different forms 
to interact and get to know each other. About 50 
boys were present and all of them had a great time. 
We hope that next year we will see even more boys 
taking part in the sports/fun day. 

A great thank you must go to Niku, Pierre and all 
the prefects. They ran the House and all the Inter-
House activities with great enthusiasm and passion. 
The commitment and love they have for the House 
and the School were clear for everyone to see and 
they were great role models for the younger boys.

To all the Hofmeyr staff and tutors, thank you for 
the support you gave me during this past year, but 
more importantly thank you for what you do for the 
boys. This does not go unnoticed and is remembered 
for years to come.

 
J Tucker 
Senior Housemaster

Front Row L–R:  J Smalley, C Gultig, T Ndlala, P Rodgers, Mr P Ewart-Phipps (Tutor), N Kruger, W Verhage, M Coetzee, T Ditsebe.
Second Row L–R: T Nkoana, K Mabe, R van Niekerk, A Jerrett, D Havenga, T Mphelo, L Mabe, K Friday.

Third Row L–R: Mr J Tucker (Senior Housemaster), N van Zyl, J Shin, A Wang, R Bakker, S Hwang, J de Villiers, G Camarinha, C Claassens, J Henning.
Back Row L–R: J Heunis, S Bakker, C Symmonds, G Murphy, W Theron.

Hofmeyr House Tutor group
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Matheson House
Senior Housemaster: Mrs A Matthews
Tutors Form 1: Mr S van Niekerk
 Form 2: Mr L van Reenen
 Form 3: Ms C Zietsman
 Form 4: Mrs U Naudé
 Form 5: Mrs S Singh
Head Prefect: Kyle Stanley
Deputy: Louis le Roux
Prefects: Brando Drepaniotis
 Stephan Jacobs
 Wim le Roux
 Tendai Matunhire
 Patrick O'Brien
 Daniel Pitman

Individuals, teams, clubs, societies, schools and the 
houses within the schools tend to be measured only 
on their results. The manner in which the individual 
or individuals participated and what they represent 
sometimes remains unnoticed and ignored. This has 
not been the case for Matheson House. Our results 
might not have been the best, but the spirit of all 
the boys who participated in the events was of the 
highest calibre. The pride, passion, enthusiasm, 
dedication and loyalty which were shown from Form 
1 to Form 5 were outstanding. These characteristics 
have set the tone for next year.

I thank the matrics for fi ve years of loyalty and 

dedication to Boys High and to Matheson. We are 
without a doubt the one matric group which can 
say that we truly have the best memories of Boys 
High. We pay special tribute to our friends George 
Kurz and JD Cruywagen, who were tragically taken 
from us during the year. JD was a huge asset to our 
House and we’ll never forget the memories of our 
Boys High brothers.

Without the help of the House Prefects, my job 
would not have been so easy. They were always 
there when needed and their fi ne leadership has 
been refl ected through the conduct of the boys of 
their tutor groups. I thank the tutors who gave up so 
much of their valuable time to ensure that the boys' 
enthusiasm and spirit never faltered. I thank Mrs 
Matthews who always led from the front and whose 
hard work never goes unnoticed. She is without 
doubt the most ardent supporter of Matheson.

I wish the best of luck to the prefects and matrics 
of next year. The names of Boys High and Matheson 
ride on your shoulders. Always remember that our 
strengths are shown in the things we stand for. Our 
weaknesses are shown in the things we fall for. To 
the rest of the House: work hard, live life to the 
fullest, dream big and always fi ght for what you 
believe in.

Kyle Stanley

Front Row L–R: H Massyn, B Drepaniotis, S Jacobs, W le Roux, Mrs A Mathews (Housemaster), K Stanley, Mrs S Singh (Tutor), P O’Brien, 
T Matunhire, D Pitman, I Ntambi.

Second Row L–R: L Ntambi, S Spoormaker, G Maritz, F Retief, R Naidoo, N Wessels, B Harding, H Mgaju, J Cox, W Jacobs.
Back Row L–R: J de Andrade, B Booth, J Lombard, M Bisschoff, P Leefl ang, W Oosthuizen, S Oppett, K Seabelo, V Scholtz.

Matheson House
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Rissik House
Senior Housemaster: Mr M Smuts
Tutors: Form I: Mr R O'Donoghue
 Form 2: Mr J Page
 Form 3: Mr M Nesbitt
 Form 4: Mr R Köhne
 Form 5: Mr M Smuts 
Head Prefect: Kyriacos Floudiotis
Deputy: Mduduzi Zwane
Prefects: John-Paul Heyns
 Steven Moir
 Molato Moloko
 Alon Bernitz
 Byron Anderson

Rissik started 2009 with a change of management, 
change of physical structures in and around the 
House and the obvious change in Prefects and Form 
5 boys. The new Form 1s arrived and, as expected, 
were nervous and moved very quickly from hero 
to zero. They moved right to the bottom of the 
pecking order and everyone else moved one step up 
and closer to being part of the sought-after matric 
position. 

We had a few highlights during the year, starting 
with a Form 1 parent who arrived one night at 22h00 
to make sure that one of the Matric boys didn't push 
his son around; we had the visit of someone's cousin 
"Reuben" who ended up being removed by the 
Police after he was found stealing various devices 
from Rissik; two boys walked away and went to 
stay at a hotel and we had a very successful Cultural 
Dinner and Rissik Valedictory Dinner. Those were 
just some of the many events that took place during 
a fun-fi lled and action-packed 2009.

The House was brought to a standstill with 
personal tragedy. We had two tragic deaths during 
the second term. Both Steven Moir and Kyriacos 
Floudiotis lost their fathers and the Rissik boys, like 
no one else can, stood by them and supported these 
boys through a very tough time in their lives. 

During the year we were actively involved in 
every possible Inter-House activity on offer. We 
were victorious in the Inter-House Rugby, Soccer 
and Debating, which proved once again that we are 
not just a sporting House. You have done well. 

Thank you to all the Rissik Housemasters who 
had an excellent year. Without good masters, a 
Boarding House cannot function the way it should. 
Mr Köhne did an excellent job with the Form 4s and 
his experience made a huge difference, especially 
when important decisions had to be made! Mr 
Nesbitt did a great job as a non-teaching master, 
which is always a diffi cult task. The boys had a 
good relationship with him seeing that he was also 
in charge of the school's weights gym. Mr Page was 
defi nitely the character that the House needed and 
is well-liked by the boys. He adds a different fl avour 
to the House. Mr O'Donoghue did a wonderful job 
as Form 1 Tutor and being a Rissik old boy and 
previous Form 1 Prefect this certainly helped. He is 
also well respected by the boys.

We had a very strong Matric group with all seven 
House Prefects also being School Prefects and the 
diversity amongst the Matrics made them a special 
group. The group ranged from the Head Prefect 
of the School to the numerous characters of Beard, 
Veale, Koeks, Nel and later on Smith. Each one of 
these guys in the Matric group made their own 
unique contribution to the year and infl uenced the 
leadership of the House. 

Thank you to all the boys in each form who 
contributed to the success of Rissik this year. We 
have a wealth of character, passion and loyalty 
amongst the boys in the House and I am very proud 
to be part of this rich culture. Our House and our 
blood are green and our loyalty for each other is 
unfailing and never-ending.

Mike Smuts
Senior Housemaster

Front Row L–R: J Heyns, S Moir, A Bernitz, K Floudiotis (Head of House), M Zwane, B Anderson, M Moloko.
Second Row L–R: Mr M Smutts (Housemaster), K Mosia, A Jacobs, B Smith, D Dawson, L Ngubegusha, L Kokong, J Veale, C Nel.

Back Row L–R: M Koekemoer, G van Berg, A Millward, B O’Grady, T Dawson, M Janse van Rensburg, M Beard.

Rissik House
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School House
Senior Housemaster: Mr D Harvey
Tutors: Form 1: Mr J Kelly
 Form 2: Mr C Fielding
 Form 3: Mr D Eyden
 Form 4: Mr L Randall/Mr C Smit
 Form 5: Mr D Harvey
Head Prefect: Vincent Duys
Deputy: Terence Paulsen
Prefects: Michael Fisher
 Angus Steele
 Maremo Mokgabudi
 Declan Gallagher
 Callum Healy
 St John Whindus
 Mickey Tavares

2009 turned out to be both a challenging and an 
exciting year. As the new Senior Housemaster and a 
newcomer to Boys High, it was inevitable that School 
House would experience some adjustments as the 
boys got to know me and my management style.

I want to thank the prefects who served the House 
well. They were dependable and they diligently 
looked after their areas of responsibility. They are 
to be commended on a job well done. Vince proved 
to be a worthy Head of House and he was able to 
tactfully balance the demands of a new housemaster 
and the expectations of the House with exceptional 
discretion.

Our fi rst Inter-House event was the gala. The 
swimmers were outstanding and at one stage took the 
overall lead. We eventually achieved a respectable 

third place. On the whole School House performed 
exceptionally well in all Inter-House activities. We 
were never short of enthusiastic representatives and 
we were often placed in the top three houses. It was 
pleasing to see the enormous pride and passion that 
the boys displayed when representing their House.

Special thanks must go the Parents’ Association 
who continuously keep on improving the House. The 
entrance hall, masters’ study, honours hall, matric 
wing and Form 4 dormitory have all been revamped 
and upgraded. The School House gardens are looking 
superb and the newly opened fl oodlit “Clover Field” 
is now being utilised and enjoyed by the boys. Overall 
the House is looking in great shape and we hope to 
continue improving the facilities next year.

I would like to thank the dedicated Housemasters, 
Mr Fielding, Mr Kelly, Mr Smit, Mr Eyden and Mr 
Randall for their loyal support and outstanding 
efforts. They have given so much of their time to 
ensure that School House is effi ciently run. Their 
passion for the House is evident in their actions. It is 
a privilege to be part of such a winning team.

This year School House boys have performed well 
on the sports fi eld, academically and culturally. I 
would like to thank all the boys for their contribution 
to this wonderful House and we look forward to an 
even more successful 2010 “School House – House 
of Men”, “Boys we come, men we leave”, “We have 
learnt to love”.

D Harvey
Senior Housemaster

Front Row L–R: M Mokgabudi, M Fisher, M Tavares, V Duys (Head Boy), Mr D Harvey (Housemaster), T Paulsen (Deputy Head Boy), D 
Gallagher, C Healy, A Steele.

Second Row L–R: C Smith, N Mkhwanazi, J Eveleigh, J Seitz, V Smith, St J Whindus, G Walker, T Stoltz.
Third Row L–R: O Motalane, J Bekker, J Walters, J Whindus, Y Madlala.

School House
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Solomon House
Senior Housemaster: Mr M Smith
Tutors: Form 1: Mr M Smith
 Form 2: Mr K Petje
 Form 3: Mr C Woodcock 
 Form 4: Mr R Blackmore
 Form 5: Mr N Loupos
Head Prefect: Mario Maartens
Deputy: Phil Ray
Prefects: Goitseone Konopi
 Branden Jardim
 Bjorn Appelgryn
 Mongezi Bosch
 Kyle Handley

2009 marked the centenary of Solomon House and 
as boys, in particular as matrics, we are honoured 
and privileged to have been a part of it. 100 years 
of glory, passion and brotherhood. A special dinner 
was held for all Solomon Old Boys which was well 
attended and enjoyed by all. A similar dinner was 
held for us boys and our parents.

2009 was a successful year in many ways. Events-

wise, we won eleven Inter-House events which I believe 
is a record and they included Swimming, Junior and 
Senior Cross Country, the Play Festival, Junior Hockey, 
Junior Soccer, Table Tennis, Junior Climbing, Senior 
and Junior Water Polo and a well-deserved Athletics. 
Well done to all the boys who contributed both on 
and off the fi eld. This is an incredible achievement, 
but there is much more that contributed to the success 
such as our passion, commitment and attitude shown 
towards the Black and Gold. A big thank you must go 
to our Parents' Committee as without them we would 
not have the luxuries that we enjoy.

Our sincere thanks go the Housemasters for all 
they have done for us, in particular, Mr Smith who 
led from the front and was a father to us all. Thank 
you, Sir. The matrics of 2009 entered as individuals 
and we leave as brothers. 

To the masters, matrics and boys of 2010 we wish 
you all the best and know that you will enjoy a great 
year. "Only the Brave!"

Mario Maartens

Front Row L–R: M Olivier, G Konopi, B Jardim, M Maartens (Head Boy), P Ray, K Handley, B Appelgryn.
Second Row L–R: K Phaahla, W Marx, T Thom, G McKenzie, J van den Boogaard, C Corney.

Back Row L–R: Mr Smith (Housemaster), G du Plessis, M Amoni, Z van der Schyff, J Orr, M Gough, Mr Loupos (Tutor).

Solomon House
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Sunnyside House
Senior Housemaster: Mr D Wright
Tutors: Form 1: Mr M Southwood
 Form 2: Mrs H Coetzee
 Form 3: Mrs M MacDonald
 Form 4: Mr M Moodley
 Form 5: Mrs S Ward
Head Prefect: Thinus Pretorius
Deputy: Bradley Harper
Prefects: Mathew Pillans
 Riccardo Pucciatti
 Christopher Ashworth
 Papa Kyei
 Warren Hudson
 Amos Amunga

With changes forever imminent in any great school, 
Sunnyside House was able to witness the retiring year 
of one of the great Headmasters – Mr Bill Schroder. 
Mr Schroder was instrumental in developing the 
House system as it runs today and will always be 
remembered as a great man. We wish him well in 
his retirement.

2009 was a year of many successes. Although the 
House did not gain any 1st positions in the Inter-
House competition, we held our heads up high and 
fought tooth and nail to gain many 2nd and 3rd places 
which is quite a feat considering there are 10 houses! 
The highlight of the year was the Inter-House Gala 
which was the best attended event of the year. A 
good 7th position saw us fi nally move out of the last 
two spots we had been dominating for the past few 

years. I really do believe that we have the boys to 
move further up in this competition, they just need 
to believe it themselves.

Participation in the other House activities was 
good, although there were a few hiccups along the 
way. I am confi dent that 2010 will be a better year, 
one where we can hopefully improve on some 
aspects of the competition.

The Head of House, Thinus Pretorius, was well 
placed in that position and his keen sense of integrity 
and loyalty to Sunnyside was evident from the very 
fi rst day. His words of encouragement to the house 
and his sincerity and unfailing loyalty to the staff 
and the boys of the school were truly inspirational. 
He was ably assisted by Bradley Harper and the 
house Prefects who worked really well together 
throughout the year to ensure the success of the 
house was taken forward another year.

The arrival of Mr Mark Southwood to Sunnyside 
House as Form I tutor, Mrs Denise Roode as Reserve 
Tutor, and Mrs Ewara Ellinghaus as the Pastoral 
Care Tutor, saw some new faces join the team in 
2009. Without their enthusiasm and commitment 
to the boys in their tutor groups, the House system 
would not run as effectively as it does. 

Unfortunately we say good-bye to Mr Southwood, 
who will be studying his Masters degree in 2010, as 
well as to Mrs MacDonald. Thank you both.

D Wright
Senior Housemaster

Front Row L–R: R Wagner, M Pillans, R Pucciatti, B Harper, S Ward (Tutor), T Pretorius, P Kyei, W Hudson, A Amunga
Second Row L–R: R Xu, S Pieterse, D Diakowski, P Botha, R Malatji, W du Plessis, A Mijburg, P Chauke, T Baloyi, P Seboka, A Shamu.
Back Row L–R: M Coni, T Modikwe, W Viljoen, E Mills, L Venter, E Bosman, D Smith, R Xu, S Napaai, Mr D Wright (Housemaster).

Sunnyside House Tutor group
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Town House
Senior Housemaster: Dr J Lombard
Tutors: Form 1: Mrs T Randall
 Form 2: Mrs H Stuart
 Form 3: Mr L Keeton
 Form 4: Mrs A Theron
 Form 5: Mr K McEvoy
Head Prefect: Andrea Lazaridis
Deputy: Sean Mackrell
Prefects: John Fourie
 Cameron Thomson
 Benjamin Semugga
 Kurt Schröder
 Andrew Brink
 Lefatshe Shakung
 Drikus Maré

During 2009 Town House reached new heights of 
success. The Inter-House activities got off to a good 
start as Town House came fourth in the Senior Inter-
House Cross Country race. I was very proud of the 
outstanding participation by the boys in this event. 
The House’s performance in the Inter-House Rugby 
competition deserves a special mention. The Seniors 
did very well in defeating the various boarding 
house teams and made it into the fi nal where they, 
unfortunately, lost to Rissik House. The Juniors also 
reached the fi nal and were narrowly defeated by 
School House.

Town House came fi fth overall in the Inter-House 

Athletics competition. A special mention must be 
made of the U14 and U17 relay teams who both won 
their events. The House also achieved in other Inter-
House activities. The Juniors won the Inter-House 
Chess and the Senior Soccer and Climbing teams 
both came second in their respective competitions. 
Both the Juniors and Seniors made the Water-
Polo semi-fi nals and came third in their respective 
competitions.

Town House grew in stature this year largely 
due to the hard work and dedication of an excellent 
group of House Prefects and very sensible matrics. 
They managed to instil a sense of pride in the boys. 
I would like to pay a special tribute to Andrea 
Lazaridis, who set an excellent example as Head 
Prefect of the House. Laz genuinely cared about the 
well being of the House and of each boy in it. His 
leadership took the House to new heights.

I would sincerely like to thank the group of tutors 
who have been very supportive of me and all the 
boys in their care. The boys do not always realise 
how much their tutors are willing to do for them 
and how much they care about them. Without their 
dedication, Town House would not have been able 
to thrive as it did in 2009.

May Town House go from strength to strength in 
the future.

J Lombard

Front Row L–R: B Semugga, J Fourie, C Thompson, A Lazarides, Mr McEvoy (Tutor), S Mackrell, K Schröder, L Shakung, H Mare.
Second Row L–R: K Nake, M Masakona, B Kaufman, D Brewer, M Sheppard, M Stefanou, N Leask, J Watson, J Enslin, J Schoonees, T Vambe.

Back Row L–R: P Mavundla, S Ngwena, K Inimi, N Vlahapoulous, D Kleinheinz, R de Beyer, D Roebuck, L Linder, A Kotu-Rammopo, G 
Manicom, Dr J Lombard (Senior Housemaster).

Town House
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All sorts of wonderfully decadent themes for the 2009 
Matric Dance were suggested by the parents of the 
matrics at our fi rst dance meeting in February. Then a 
mother (Greek of course) got up and said: "Don't you 
think 'An evening in Athens' would be appropriate 
seeing that there are so many Greek boys in matric 
this year and that our head prefect and our deputy 
head prefect are both Greek?" I saw blue and white, 
smelt the roses in Athens and felt the cool breeze 
from the Mediterranean and was sold! So were the 
other parents. After all, who could argue against the 
fact that our school was led by Kyriacos Flaudiotis 
and Andrea Lazarides? Great was our surprise a 
few months later when we discovered that Girls 
High's theme for their dance was "Mediterranean" 
and the colour scheme was white and blue and their 
dance was a week before ours! Once over the initial 
shock, we lifted our heads and declared: "Well, ours 
will just have to be more spectacular than theirs!" 
And the 2009 Matric Dance was just spectacular! 
Beautiful white draping and while "sails" covering 
the roof in the hall, all beautifully lit in blues. Big 
white statues and pillars against a dark blue night 
sky, the Olympic rings in running lights welcoming 
the boys and their partners outside the hall, a sail 
boat in the foyer, stunning white roses on the tables, 
food to die for and a DJ who kept the couples on their 
feel all night long. The dance would not have been 
so successful if it weren't for the relentless efforts of 
the parents who raised funds and worked tirelessly. 
On behalf of the matrics of 2009 and the teachers, we 
just want to raise a glass to these parents and say: 
"Thank you and well done!" And to all the matrics: 
"Kalon taksithi"! Have a good journey!

Amanda van Zyl

Matric Dance
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Remembrance Day
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Remembrance Day Service held on 11 November 
2009, address by Colonel Robbie Blake SM, MMM, 
South African Army

By way of introduction I wish to quote from 
the book, “Pretoria Boys High School” by 
John Illsley. He writes: “The history of Boys 

High shows, I believe, there are three major facets to the 
School’s greatness in an educational sense. First … it has 
always been independent in its thinking. Second is the 
fact that it is a traditional school and third is that it is a 
school of tradition … The latter encompasses not simply 
the school traditions that are observed by each generation 
of boys, but the values and manners that are upheld by 
pupils, past and present.” 

As a pupil of this school I also attended the 
Remembrance Day commemorations and never 
expected that I would one day be called upon to 
deliver the address. It is quite likely that one of you 
in this audience will do the same somewhere down 
the line. In fact, I hope it will be so.

We are here today to honour the value of respect by 
showing reverence to those who went before us. Given 
the weather today, this may be a little diffi cult but I 
want you to imagine being cold. Really cold. So cold 
that your teeth have stopped chattering and you have 
an overwhelming feeling of numbness. And you are 
wet. In fact you cannot remember when last you were 
dry. Stagnant pools of fetid water are everywhere. 
Your feet have the fi rst signs of trench foot and the skin 
on your soles is painfully rotting away.

You are fi lthy … and hungry … . There is the 
stench of death which permeates everything. It sticks 
to your clothes. It is with you all the time. There is 
an unbearable and continual noise. Noise so loud 
that it dominates your whole existence by keeping 
you in a continuous state of disorientation and sleep 
deprivation. You are lonely … . Lastly, you have a 
terrible feeling of fear. Fear which paralyses your 
mind and body. It sits in the pit of your stomach 
like a stone, refusing to go away. It gets heavier with 
each passing moment. It weighs you down. It makes 
you nauseous. It will not leave you no matter what. 
There is nothing you can do to make it relax its grip. 
There is a strange metallic taste in your mouth. You 
cannot move.

You are waiting for the whistle which calls you to 
lift yourself into a curtain of steel and lead which is 
probably going to kill or maim you and those around 
you. This was what I imagine it may have been like 
in the trenches during World War 1 and, make no 
mistake, it did not matter on what side you were.

There were South Africans amongst them. More 
than 231 500 South Africans served in South African 
military units during the war, including 43 000 in 
German South West Africa and 30 000 on the Western 
Front. An estimated 3 000 South Africans also joined 
the Royal Flying Corps. The total South African 
casualties during the war were about 18 600 with 
over 12 452 killed – more than 4 600 in the European 
theatre of war. From this school alone some 207 old 
boys and masters volunteered. Twenty-seven made 
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the supreme sacrifi ce and their names are inscribed 
on the school’s roll of honour.

Ladies and gentlemen, on this day we are neither 
cold nor wet, dirty nor hungry. It is quiet in the hall 
and we do not sit in imminent fear of losing our 
lives. Sadly, war and confl ict have not ended, but 
for today let us remain with World War 1 to learn 
from the trenches of the Western Front. While there 
are a raft of studies on what motivates humanity to 
wage war, I ask the following question: What made 
the men in the trenches act despite being faced with 
dangerous, diffi cult circumstances?

There are probably any number of valid answers 
but I wish to dwell on one for it is still as relevant 
in today’s world as it was in the trenches on the 
Western Front all those years ago. It was courage 
that made the men in the trenches act and in this 
context the American politician and author Clare 
Booth Luce wrote, “courage is the ladder on which the 
other virtues mount.”

Courage, therefore, forms the foundation for 
action and there are two dimensions: one is moral 
and the other is physical. Moral courage is the ability 
to act correctly in the face of opposition, ridicule or 
shame. Physical courage is the ability to confront 
fear, pain or hardship. I like to think of moral courage 
as a hand, physical courage as a glove. Both work 
in unison but it is the hand of moral courage which 
dictates how the glove of physical courage works.

In the over 30 years that I have served our 
country in the armed forces I have experienced both 
dimensions on many occasions and under different 
circumstances.

Let me provide two illustrations: I have a good 
friend who, in the 1980s, went into exile to join a 
liberation movement to fi ght against the system 
of racial segregation and oppression. As a white 
South African he displayed extraordinary moral 
courage to take a stand against a system which was 
unjustifi able. He was captured in South Africa in May 
1988 and spent 14 months in solitary confi nement 
before being tried, found guilty and sentenced to 

25 years in jail. He was released in April 1991 as a 
prelude to the arrival of the new South Africa. While 
in the training camps in Angola he had the physical 
courage to overcome deprivation, hunger and being 
away from his country and loved ones. He is a fi ne 
example of moral and physical courage and there 
are many more.

Courage is not only for soldiers, pilots, sailors, 
policemen and women, paramedics and the like. We 
all need to nurture it because we are blessed with 
the privilege of living in a wonderful country. South 
Africa is alive and vibrant yet it is, in many respects, 
fragile. We are grappling with complex issues and 
challenges which impact not only on the country but 
much further afi eld. I am not here today to deal with 
the issues and challenges – you are well aware of 
them. We read, hear and discuss them every day.

I am more than certain that we are going to need 
physical and moral courage to face the future. Let 
me highlight two domains where are going to 
require large doses to lead us to act, even in the face 
of diffi cult and unfavourable odds.

As citizens we will require physical and moral 
courage to make a meaningful contribution towards 
building a South Africa for everyone, not just a select 
few; and to recognise South Africa as a great country 
with huge potential which needs developing by 
doing something constructive.

As individuals we will require physical and 
moral courage to recognise right from wrong; know 
when to say yes or no; take decisions and accept the 
consequences; take risks; and know when to lead 
and when to follow.

In conclusion: In front of me today are the boys of 
this wonderful school. You are tomorrow’s leaders, 
opinion formers, business men, scholars, scientists, 
engineers, accountants and, may I add, soldiers.

Let us heed the lesson from the trenches on 
courage all those years ago but we must remind 
ourselves of this quote by Mark Twain: “It is curious 
that physical courage should be so common in the world 
and moral courage so rare.”
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Address given at the Founders Day Assembly 
of Pretoria Boys High School on 5 June 2009 by 
Professor Calie Pistorius, Vice-chancellor and 
Principal, University of Pretoria

It is indeed a privilege for me to address you 
today on Founders Day, and I would like to take 
the opportunity to thank you very much for 

inviting me.
I would like to start my address by also 

congratulating you, Mr Schroder, the staff, the boys 
and the old boys and all of those who have come 
before you, on the fi ne school that you have built. 
This school has maintained an excellent reputation 
for more than a hundred years, and for a very good 
reason.

Great institutions of learning in the world are 
much more than places where people get trained 
or new knowledge gets created. They have a 
strong ethos of “going beyond”. Going the extra 
mile. Outperforming expectations. They focus on 
outcomes, rather than mere outputs. They focus 
on how they can contribute towards the creation of 
prosperity, competitiveness and an improved quality 
of life, rather than merely counting the number of 
learners who pass matric, the number of distinctions 
that are obtained, or in the case of a university, the 
number of research articles that are published or 
the number of students that graduate. In the greater 
value chain, these are interim results.

The students of great institutions of learning 
receive a proper education rather than a mere training. 
They are prepared for life and how to succeed in 
a very competitive environment, rather than just 
being trained in a specifi c discipline for a specifi c 
profession. It has been said that “ … an education is 
what is left after we have forgotten all the facts that 
we have learned.” Hence the education that one 
received at a school such as this one must imprint 
timeless principles and values, sustainable life skills 
and people skills, the promotion of ethics, morals 
and manners, and an appreciation of the strength of 
character. In this school, that is certainly the case.

The value of a principle lies in the number of 
things it explains. Values and the value of a value 
framework are important. In addition to the obvious 
academic values that must prevail at a school with 
the academic stature of this one, it is therefore also 
important that a number of other, broader values 
permeate all aspects of school life, whether in 
the formal academic setting, extra-curricular and 
residence life or in the administration. These are the 
values that learners and students will hopefully come 
to appreciate and adopt during their years here, for 
these are the values that will guide them as they take 
their positions in leadership in society, when others 

look towards them 
for guidance, as they 
shape the future.

Respect for human 
dignity; a recognition 
of the value of 
diversity, tolerance 
and inclusiveness. 
Embracing the 
enduring values of 
integrity, loyalty, 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s 
and fairness. And 
recognising at the 
same time that an acceptance and preponderance 
– and even worse the promotion – of mediocrity 
and complacency, particularly when they become 
institutionalised as the norm, is done at one’s own 
peril and is a betrayal of a trust placed in a leader. 
Mediocrity and complacency are the kisses of death 
and the enemies of excellence.

We live in a world where we must be able to 
compete in the international arena. Not only must 
South Africans stand their ground in all corners of 
the globe and compete with the world’s best out 
there. But it is not only about competing “out there”. 
We must also be alert to the fact that the world’s best 
will compete with us right where we are, in our own 
backyard. If we are not internationally competitive, 
even if we remain right here where we are, we 
shall not be able to survive and prosper even here 
on our home turf. We must cultivate a mindset of 
calibrating on an international level, of being world-
class irrespective of whether we compete in New 
York, Sydney, Tokyo, Beijing, London, Muckleneuk 
and Hatfi eld. International competitiveness is what 
counts. In the greater scheme of things we are only 
fooling ourselves if we think “local competitiveness” 
is the benchmark. “Local competitiveness” is a 
contradiction in terms, an oxymoron, something 
that just cannot be.

The other side of the coin of international 
competitiveness, is local relevance. As intellectual 
leaders, we must however, I believe, go beyond local 
relevance. We must ensure that we make a signifi cant 
local impact. It will behove us to remember the 
caution of not confusing motion with action. Very 
often the question that we must ask is not what it 
will cost to do something, but rather what it will cost 
not to do it. And in this realm the currency is often 
not so much money, but rather moral courage and 
fi bre to do the right thing.

Even though great institutions of learning have 
great heritages, they are forward-looking – they are 
about the future. In fact, they see themselves as trustees 
of the future – specifi cally a quality future. They say 
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you get three types of people in life: those who make 
things happen, those who watch what happened 
and those who, after it is all over, wondered what 
happened. Great institutions of learning and their 
people pro-actively contribute towards shaping and 
creating the future, rather than reactively engaging 
with a world others have created.

It should not be surprising therefore, that the 
great institutions of learning also play special and 
important roles in their communities. They are 
respected icons of which their communities are very 
proud and loyal. This does not happen by itself, but 
rather because they constantly add value as they 
continuously engage with their communities. They 
provide intellectual leadership, they promote the 
arts, culture and music, they contribute towards sport 
achievements and they stimulate the economy. The 
great institutions of learning embody excellence in 
their communities – they are symbols of inspiration 
and they symbols of hope.

One of the great entrepreneurs of the world, 
Bill gates of Microsoft, was once asked to address 
a graduating class. He shared valuable words of 
wisdom, so let me recite a number of Mr Gates’ rules 
to you – maybe you will benefi t by them, as I did:
• Life is not fair – get used to it
• If you think tour teacher’s tough, wait till you get 

a boss
• If you mess up, it’s not your parents’ fault, so don’t 

whine about your mistakes, learn from them
• Your school may have done away with winners 

and losers, but life has not. In some schools 
they have abolished failing grades and they’ll 

give you as many times as you want to get the 
right answer. This doesn’t bear the slightest 
resemblance to ANYTHING in real life

• Life is not divided into semesters. You don’t 
get summers off and very few employers are 
interested in helping you fi nd yourself. Do that 
on your own time.

• Television is NOT real life. In real life people actually 
have to leave the coffee shop and go to jobs.

• Be nice to nerds. Chances are you’ll end up 
working for one

In a similar vein, I ran across two very inspiring 
books by James P Owen, called “Cowboy Ethics” 
and “Cowboy Values”. I want to conclude by leaving 
you with these “cowboy values”, of which I thought 
the last three were really worth remembering:
• Live each day with courage
• Take pride in your work
• Always fi nish what you start
• Do what has to be done
• Be tough, but fair
• When you make a promise, keep it
• Talk less and say more
• Remember that some things are not for sale
• Ride for the brand
• Know where to draw the line

Go forth with the knowledge and the confi dence 
that you have received an excellent education here 
at Pretoria Boys High School, and that you are ready 
to take on the world’s best, any place and any time. 
Ride for the Pretoria Boys High School brand – it is a 
world-class brand that you can rightly be proud of. 
Promote it enthusiastically and guard it jealously.
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We departed from the front of the school in two 
school kombis on a very cold Thursday morning 
late in August.Our fi rst stop on route was at the 
Vaal Dam. It was very cold, wet and windy. We 
were given a tour of the dam wall, told about the 
Lesotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP) and 
had the unique opportunity to go inside the dam 
wall.

We then headed towards Bethlehem where we 
stopped for lunch and then went to the Ash River 
outfl ow which is part of the LHWP. 

As we arrived at the entrance to Golden Gate we 
saw that the ground was white with hail. Despite 
this, we proceeded to set up camp. As we did this, it 
began to rain which made things even worse. Once 
we had set up camp we went on our afternoon hike 
which was to the top of the Brandwag Buttress. 
From here we were able to view the magnifi cent 
landscape that surrounded us and we were able to 
see a number of different geographical features.

We returned to the camp and made a fi re. We all 
enjoyed a wonderful braai together. The fi rst night 
was extremely cold and windy. The only warmth to 
be found was around the camp fi re.

The next morning we were woken up early 
and we set off on the day’s hike. We hiked up the 

mountain to Wodehouse Peak where we had lunch. 
From this extremely high point we could see eagles 
soaring below us between the mountain peaks, 
taking good advantage of the hot air thermals. This 
was a truly amazing sight. We returned to camp and 
we all rested after our long, hard day. Some of us 
were brave enough to go for a swim in the freezing 
rock pool! After “time-out” we went on an afternoon 
game drive and visited the Vulture restaurant. 
(Guys, you can’t eat there!) We returned to camp to 
fi nd that the baboons had visited us and had gone 
through our tents. As this was the second day of our 
trip there was no food left for them to take! We spent 
the night around the fi re and to our relief it was not 
as cold as the fi rst night.

The next morning we woke up early and went on 
a short hike to Holkrans where we walked through 
some amazing overhangs and were able to view the 
remains of Bushmen paintings. We returned from 
the hike and had to pack up camp which was a sad 
end to a wonderful trip. 

We all enjoyed the trip thoroughly and would 
like to thank Mr. Hassenkamp and Mr Blackmore 
for giving up their time.

Jean du Preez

Form 3 Geography Tour
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1.  Mission accomplished!  The Form 3 Geography tour group each 
Wodehouse Peak.  The highest point in Golden Gate National 
Park.

2. Dylan Thomson leads the pack on the Wodehouse Peak hike.
3.  Always an impressive sight.  Vaal Dam water valves allowing 

water out of the Vaal Dam feeding the river downstream.
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On the evening of 12 March 2009, the newly 
refurbished school museum was opened. The 
original museum housed in the old school library 
was established in the 1990s by long serving school 
secretary, Mr Tony Wilkes. After his retirement, 
the museum was neglected with very little done 
to maintain displays and collate donated material. 
As the original school buildings approached their 
centenary year, it was decided to make a special 
effort to upgrade the museum. Part of this involved 
expanding the fl oor space available for displays by 
cutting an archway through to an adjacent classroom 
and the construction of a secure archive strongroom. 
The entire space was refurbished, including a new 
ceramic tiled fl oor, window blinds and improved 
lighting. Mr John Illsley was given a sabbatical to 
undertake the project assisted by Mr Keith Gibbs, the 
museum curator. Although originally planned as a 
six month undertaking, it eventually took a full year 
to complete, hardly surprising for a museum created 
again from scratch. Two pieces of good fortune 
contributed signifi cantly to the form the museum 
took. First was the discovery, in the nick of time, that 
the collections of the defunct Transvaal Education 
Department were to be dispersed. The Boys High 
museum was able to secure over a hundred items 
relating to the history of the school and education 
in the province. These historic artefacts contribute 
greatly to the value of the museum's collection. 
The other windfall came in the form of a generous 
donation from an old boy in London, Michael 
Sanderson, who doubled the budget for the 
museum! This allowed us to undertake both phases 
of the museum development simultaneously. Most 
importantly it made possible the commissioning 
of the glass and aluminium display cabinets into 
which were placed oak shelves saved from one of 
the boarding houses. This achieved a perfect balance 
of old and new in the display cases.

The fi rst room in the museum traces the origins 
of the school as established in the Staats Model 
School building in 1901 through the years of the 

Pretoria College and the move to the current 
buildings. This room also traces the "family tree" of 
Boys High, the evolution of uniforms, the school's 
Nobel prize winner and the history of the two school 
halls. Reconstructions of sections of a geography 
classroom, a science laboratory and a woodwork 
bench all feature. The second museum room is 
thematic with displays devoted to boarding houses, 
teaching equipment, cadets, pipe band, both World 
Wars, Walter Battiss, sport, music and schoolboy 
pranks.

The museum was a truly corporate effort with 
many people contributing to its completion. Mention 
needs to be made of the role played by Patrick 
Vermeulen, Janice Kingsley, the late Neil van Coller 
and the clothing shop ladies, Debbie Patterson and 
Tracy Housdon. Paul Ewart-Phipps and his son Nick 
spent most of one school holiday in the woodwork 
centre producing the display walls and shelves that 
were integral to the museum's design. The devotion 
of all these people is acknowledged with warm 
appreciation.

The museum opening was a well-attended 
and memorable occasion with the honours 
being performed by the retiring headmaster, Mr 
Schroder. The opening ceremony took the form of 
the unveiling of the newly-restored Danny Swart 
statue, the wooden original which fi rst adorned the 
dome in the 1950s. The badly deteriorated work of 
sculpture was meticulously restored by Paul Ewart-
PHipps and fi ttingly the statue now forms the centre 
piece of the museum. Steffani Kruger, our catering 
manageress, did us proud with a royal spread in the 
candle-lit east fountain quad. 

It is to be hoped that Boys High has raised the 
bar in setting the standard for school museums. 
The museum certainly represents an important 
collection, not just of the school's history but also 
education in the province.

The museum may be viewed between 09:00 and 
12:00 on weekdays. Mr Keith Gibbs is the curator 
and will be happy to provide a tour.

Opening of the Museum
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1.  Mr Illsley makes introductory remarks 

before inviting Mr Schroder to offi cially 
open the museum

2. Relics from around the grounds of PBHS
3.  Exhibits devoted to the fi rst boarding houses 

and the original hall
4.  Mr Schroder speaking at the opening, much 

relieved that the statue was not of him!
5.  Reconstruction of part of an early 

Geography classroom
6.  Display on the origins of the school at the 

turn of the century. Charles Hope, the 
founding father, is on the right

7.  Thematic displays on aspects of Boys High's 
history

8.  Mr Schroder admires "Danny Swart"
9.  Guests to the opening of the museum sign 

the visitors book
10.  Exhibits on the Eendracht School and 

school blazers
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Science Expo
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1.  Tyler McFadden, Kieran Golden and Damien 
Dey with their analysis of fi ngerprints

2.  Corné Lindeque, Marno Zietsman and André 
Retief with a tasty topic and nice presentation

3.  Kyle Dellar and Sean Mullins demonstrate 
their jet engine: impressive for a Form 3 science 
project!

4.  Kevin Wylie, Stuart Dunlop and Andrew Freer 
with their project on producing fresh water 
from salt water

1
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Form V Geography Tour
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In late September of 2009, during the school 
holidays, parts of the Boys High grounds again 
became a fi lm location. This time it was for an 
episode of a drama series being made by the 
British Sky Channel. Based on a Chris Ryan novel, 
the series is about an SAS trooper who returns to 
duties in England after a stint in Iraq. The main 
buildings of Boys High were supposed to represent 
"SAS regimental headquarters" outside London, a 
fi ctitious location as the real HQ is in Hereford. Part 
of being true to SAS traditions (and the title of the 
series "Beating the Clock") involved the construction 
of a war memorial or cenotaph over the school fi sh 
pond. This took a number of days to construct and 
was unbelievably realistic. The art director on this 
series designed the memorial specially to match the 
buildings. On seeing it, Mr Schroder was keen to 
have a real version built as the PBHS cenotaph! The 
construction and dismantling of the cenotaph took 
a lot longer than the fi lming which was limited to 
one day of shooting.

John Illsley

TV Production
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1.  A birds-eye view of the fi lm set at "PBHS Studios"
2. Boys High becomes a fi lm set for a day
3.  The hero of the story acting out a combat training exercise
4.  The vehicles, complete with British registration plates, were all part of making it look as if the action really was in the UK
5. The completed cenotaph blends into the landscape as if it had been there for decades!
6. The actors portraying an SAS squad leaving "headquarters" during the fi lming.
7.  Constructing the cenotaph over the fi sh pond and preparing to hide the real PBHS World War One memorial on the facade of the main 

building
8.  Filming in the woods near Pollock Campus

3 4

5 6
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Address to School Assembly by Mr Keith Kinsella , 
4 September 2009

‘Hello and good afternoon’. I bring 
greetings and warm wishes from the 
leaving class of ’59. We have journeyed 

from all parts of SA and further afi eld, to celebrate ‘50 
years on’ and to pay our respects to this wonderful 
SA school. With over seventy of us and many of our 
partners making the effort to come, I think it must be 
obvious just how important we treat our bond with 
the school.

Having lived in England since 1970, one of the 
things I’ve grown to appreciate is the talent of the 
English – apart from recently taking the Ashes off 
a better Australian side and so promoting SA to the 
top of the international cricket ladder – for taking 
care of valued traditions. And this is something 
that Boys High clearly is good at too. You just can’t 
miss it – whether meeting old boys at a reunion in 
London or chatting to people while walking around 
the grounds and buildings this morning – there’s 
something special about the place and the boys that 
are educated here. So though it’s been fi fty years 
since we 50ers were here, it does feel like a place we 
in many ways know very well.

When I mentioned to English friends that I was 
going to have an opportunity to say a few words 
to you, they suggested I offer you the benefi t of my 
wisdom ‘50 years on’. Apart from the foolishness 
that someone who was at school back in the dark 
50s could possibly offer good advice to boys of 
the enlightened 20th century, and in the new SA, 
would you listen to anyone who has chosen to reach 
retirement age in the depths of the worst recession 
since the 30s! Talk of poor timing. Headmaster, I 
thought I’d just mention that in passing …

But of course as you get older you do start to dwell 
on deep and threatening questions like ‘what have I 
really achieved?’ and ‘what sort of life would I really 
like to have led?’ Clearly it’s a bit pointless asking 
these at my time of life, as the time to be doing this is 
when you’re young enough to develop the ideas and 
disciplines that are most likely to enable you to lead 
a good and worthwhile life from much earlier on. 
As the Jesuits say ‘give me a boy until he’s 7 and I’ll 
show you the man’ – but I believe the teenage years 
are also enormously infl uential.

So how do you make the most of your time here, 
and not see it as something to get through as quickly 

as possible so you can get stuck into the ‘real world’ 
out there? I recall when I was here, and this might 
apply to some of my schoolmates too, that I must 
have been in a dwaal or kind of trance for much of 
the time, working and playing hard, yes, but not 
really conscious of myself and what was happening 
around me and to me, at school and in the country at 
large. But this was the sleepy and heavily censored 
old SA of the 50’s and I suspect boys like you, born 
largely after the historic events in 1994, might well 
be approaching things in a much more perceptive 
manner. What might this more perceptive approach 
entail …? I’d like to share four questions with you.
1. The American author Malcolm Gladwell, in 

his best seller, The Tipping Point, showed that 
we human beings have a natural preference 
for allocating cause to individuals and their 
attributes – ‘George did that because he’s 
jealous’ – rather than looking to the situation for 
possible explanations. It certainly is much easier 
to praise /blame somebody for something rather 
than get involved in the much messier process 
of developing a more contextual explanation – 
but your learning is likely to be quite limited. 
In his latest book, Outliers, Gladwell takes this 
idea further and proposes that many people 
who really stand out, like Tiger Woods in golf, 
the Beatles, Robert Oppenheimer in physics, and 
Bill Gates in computers, got to where they got 
to, not just through genius or exceptional talent 
but also because of favourable conditions in the 
situations they grew up in. He identifi es what he 
called the ‘10,000 hours’ rule which is the amount 
of time these people seem to have devoted to 
mastering their particular arts e.g. Bill Gates 
programming all night for many years on one 
of the early main frame computers at a nearby 
school, and the Beatles playing ‘eight days’ a 
week in the nightclubs at Hamburg. It’s clear 
Boys High provides a very fertile and stimulating 
environment, and, if you think about it, you’ll all 
get pretty close to clocking up 10,000 hours in a 
typical fi ve year career at Boys High. So the fi rst 
question I have for you is: why don’t you – unlike 
me – exploit this opportunity to the full to become 
‘outliers’ too? But not just in a specialist area like 
sport or music, but as boys becoming men who 
can lead good and worthwhile lives despite the 
challenging times you live in. Is this not just what 
is needed in the new SA?

50 Year On Reunion
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2. Educational institutions like Boys High are often 
regarded as ‘factories’ of a kind, ‘producing’ 
particular kinds of citizens that will fi t in society. 
It sounds a little mechanistic I know, which is 
well captured by the Lionel Trilling lament: 
‘How come we all start as Originals but end up as 
Copies?’ The anthropologist Clifford Geertz saw 
things rather differently – he turned this lament 
upside down and claimed: ‘it’s the copying that 
originates’! So yes, we do have to start off copying 
others, at home, school and further afi eld, but 
this is certainly not a passive process. In everyday 
life there is so much ambiguity and uncertainty 
that we have the space to be very creative in our 
copying, fashioning our own unique version 
of everything we value and want to be. So we 
don’t always have to fall in line, obediently 
follow suit, or kowtow to our elders and betters. 
So my second question is – why, instead, don’t 
you become much more active and creative in 
the ‘forming’ process you’re caught up in here? 
Use the knowledge and advice you’re offered 
as ‘provocations’ not dictates: fi nd your own 
ground, stand your own ground, and take the 
leading role in the authoring of the story of who 
you are?

3. That may be easier said than done. The MBA 
students I examine in ‘leadership’ in Copenhagen 
each year, are fond of quoting back at me their 
famous Danish philosopher Kierkegard. A 
favourite of their’s is: ‘we live life forwards but 
must understand it backwards’. So we act in the 
moment and then continuously make sense of 
our actions, the world we live in, and our place 
in it. It’s like we steer by looking in the rear view 
mirror. So we need to learn from our experiences 
by making ourselves an object of study: how do 
we see things, what infl uences our responses, 
and so on? So my third question to you is – why 
don’t you deepen and accelerate your learning 
by paying attention to what you pay attention 
to. Question and challenge how you see, think, 
and act: become more refl exive, turn the telescope 
back on yourself.

4. One fi nal thought. We all have a tendency to 
locate ourselves in the centre of our worlds and 
to feel that it’s others who need to see things our 
way, and to make the changes that are needed. 
Mahatma Gandhi, I guess, also thought like that 

when he fi rst came out to SA, and Pretoria, in 
1884: to ‘try his luck’ as he put it. He of course 
found more than luck – he found himself, his 
philosophy and his followers. And he also 
developed an approach which he later used to 
infl uence the move to independence in India. 
His method of non-violence is well captured in 
his own words: ‘be the change you want to see in 
the world around you’. Through harsh experience 
he realised you can’t change others; only they 
can do that. But you can change yourself, and 
if you have the courage of your convictions to 
take that fi rst step of changing something about 
yourself, others will have to adjust. They may 
not change exactly as you wish, but something 
will have started, something will have shifted, 
offering both signs and encouragement to keep 
going on. So my fi nal question to you is – why 
not offer leadership by becoming the change you 
want to have happen? This is the essence of how 
a preferred future can be brought into present 
reality through your own actions.

So to end – with my questions now in a stronger 
form:
• You have an opportunity here at Boys High to 

become ‘outliers’ as citizens of the new SA – use 
it or lose it!

• Don’t just go along with things – get involved 
and take charge of your own personal and social 
development.

• Make yourself an intense object of study – fi nd 
out what you’re good at, what you value, and 
what you need to work on.

• Stretch your boundaries, step out of your comfort 
zone – start to lead a life that’s played more off 
the front foot.

In ten years you will know just how important 
this period is to your later life – so why not take 
this on trust for now, and do what it takes to get the 
most out of the great opportunity on offer here. Why 
not?

On behalf of the 59ers I wish you a happy and 
productive time at the school, and like us, I hope 
you will take pleasure and pride in becoming part 
of the extended network of boys who even after 50 
years can still celebrate their connection with Boys 
High.

Keith Kinsella
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The school was very fortunate to add to its collection 
of Battiss works in 2009 after a group of old boys 
generously clubbed together and purchased six 
works on auction. All of the items relate to Boys High 

and were completed while Battiss was an art master 
at the school. A Friday assembly was devoted to 
acknowledging this important donation. Most of the 
works are now on display in the school museum.

Donation of Battiss Works
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A water colour of a group of buildings that no longer exist (in the vicinity of today's science block). This was painted during World War Two and 
the two aircraft are a reminder of the confl ict. Although a charming painting, Battiss has been hard on himself by writing "rubbish" above his 

initials. The boys are probably pupils of Battiss doing an outside drawing exercise.

The Friday assembly at which the Battiss works were presented to the school.
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Donation of Battiss Works

1.  The donors whose contributions made possible the purchase of the Battiss items, with the headmaster. From left to right: August Rosa; 
Michael Bernardi; Carl Bernardi; Bill Schroder; Fortunato Mazzone; Ricardo Rosa; Harry Todd; Giles Battiss

2. Giles Battiss, son of Walter Battiss in the school museum with the cabinet devoted to his father's wonderful art legacy to Boys High
3.  Pen and wash drawing of the east quad, today the east fountain quad. This was where the tuckshop would operate from at breaks. Probably 

painted in the late 1940s or early 1950s
4. An injured and glum-looking sportsman after being patched up with an arm splint. A pencil and wash drawing dated 1942
5. Pencil drawing of writing exams in the hall. Undated, although probably from the 1950s. Some things haven't changed at all
6.  Pen and ink drawing dated 1952. Battiss did many drawings (and a few paintings) of the original pool. The drawings were often done while he 

was performing pool duty. He gave copies to any boys who ware interested.

1 2
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A Day at Sea with the SA Navy
The Chief of the SA Navy extended an invitation 
to prominent schools in Natal and Gauteng to 
spend a day on one of the navy’s new frigates. 
With the headmaster and head prefect not being 
available to do “sea duty”, two other volunteers 
stepped forwarding the form of the Second 
Master, Mr Illsley and Form V pupil Anesu 
Shamu. Reporting early one morning to Air Force 
Base Swartkop, the participants were flown to 
Durban where they boarded the SAS Amatola. 
Apart from a briefing on the role of the SA Navy 
and a tour of the frigate there was a chance to 
go out to sea on the frigate and watch naval 
exercises that included a supply link with a patrol 
vessel. On return to port and suitably impressed 
with the professionalism of the crew, lunch was 
served to everyone. It was a memorable day for 
all concerned.
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Something Different

1.  “Able Seaman” Shamu meets the chief of the SA Navy
2. The frigate at speed off the Natal coast
3.  The SAS Mendi, another of the new frigates, which was also in 

Durban
4. Anesu Shamu boards the SAS Amatola in Durban harbour
5.  Anesu talking to a SA navy offi cer

1

2 3 4
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 Flu epidemic scare: the outbreak of so-called “Swine Flu” in 2009 
resulted in the vaccination of pupils by the Department of Health. Here 
Matthew Keil receives his jab.

One of Mr Fowler’s Form II history classes tries on infantry 
equipment from different eras
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During the course of 2009, past pupil Emile 
Germiquet visited Boys High as part of an assignment 
for a Swiss publication. He was producing a feature 
on the changes in South Africa since 1994 and he 
travelled extensively in the country to gain insights. 
As a journalist who covers stories in both words and 
images, Emile spent some time in a class with senior 
history pupils, moved around during a break and 
attended a Friday assembly, which happened to be 
the one at which most of Mr Schroder’s past head 
prefects were present (covered elsewhere in this 
edition of The Pretorian).

The Boys High portfolio, captured in the 
traditional way on black and white fi lm (rather than 
in digital images) is reproduced here with Emile’s 
kind permission.

A Photo Journalist's Portfolio
O

TH
ER

 E
V

ET
N

S 
O

F 
20

09



The Pretorian 97

O
TH

ER
 E

V
EN

TS
 O

F 
20

09



The Pretorian98

His innate ef-
fi ciency and 
self-sufficien-
cy enabled our 
sixth editor, 
Byron Bowles, 
to produce two 
newspapers 
(numbers 11 
and 12) which 
replicated and 
surpassed the 
standards of 
excellence es-
tablished by 
Murray Lynch 
in 2008. He 
was awarded 

full colours for his excellent work.
At the beginning of the third term Yien-Chih Yen 

martialled the ever-increasing numbers of enthusiastic 
writers, artists and photographers into creating, under 
his leadership, a newspaper (number 13) which again 
set a new benchmark of excellence.

Prominence was given in both of this year’s editions 

to Mr Schrod-
er – his life, his 
years at Boys 
High, and the 
priceless leg-
acy which he 
leaves to us to 
defend and to 
develop even 
further after 
his retirement 
at the end of 
this year.

Greg Lav-
agna’s name 
has appeared 
so often in by-
lines in the last 
four editions 
that his brand of quirky, insightful, razor-sharp hu-
mour and his understanding of the Boys High psyche 
have made his name synonymous with the style of 
writing which compels even habitual non-readers to 
devour every word printed.
Keith Mansfi eld

The School Newspaper
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IC

E

Front Row L–R: B Rath, C van der Westhuizen, B Bowles (Editor), G von Berg, A Jerrett.
Back Row L–R: A Nicolaides, F Raw, W Fourie, C Rodewald, G Lavagna.
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First Aid starts on the very fi rst day of school and 
the fi rst event was the Form 1 Camp held the fi rst 
weekend of the fi rst term: unlike last year, when it had 
to be cancelled because of terrible weather, this year 
proved to be sunny and warm and Charles Smith and 
Albert Falanga “inaugurated” the First Aid service 
at the Camp. They went with the Advance Party to 
set up the First Aid tent and gave sterling service to 
the Form 1’s all weekend. As a Society we started 
the year with a great display at the Commencement 
Ceremony and our members were very noticeable 
in their luminous First Aid jackets. Demonstrations 
of CPR and spine board technique drew a lot of 
attention and with the Science Club “playing with 
fi re” next to us we were well positioned to cope with 
any accidents. 

We welcomed 14 new members to the society 
after they successfully completed their Combined 
Level 1 & 2 Course in the fi rst few weeks of the fi rst 
term, some of whom have become stalwarts of the 
society.

The First Aiders try to give support to as many 
sports at the school as possible and so First Aiders 
were in attendance at Swimming Galas, the various 
Cross Country races and the large Water Polo 
tournament held at the end of February. Rugby and 
hockey trials were early in March and our fi rst home 
fi xture was already in the fi rst term. Thereafter, it 
was all systems go as we had many home fi xtures 
this year. Credit must be given to the First Aiders 
who came Saturday after Saturday to “fi x up” the 
sportsmen. Thanks also to our First Aiders who 
were playing sports themselves but came to set 
up the gazebos early in the morning, played their 
matches and then came to help again at the First Aid 
station. The team has grown and there is a good spirit 
amongst the boys. Helping at the First Aid station, 
at the Form 1 Charity Sports, the rugby and hockey 
matches, athletics, water polo and basket ball, and 
attending to boys at the various inter-house sports 
events as well as doing duties at the sanatorium all 
help to increase confi dence and knowledge. Interest 
in First Aid this year has been such that Albert and 
Charles organised that two Level 3 courses were 
offered at the school; congratulations to those boys 
who passed. 

Near the end of the 3rd term we had an informative 
afternoon with the Girls High First Aiders where 
Mr Gary Witz told us what his life as a Paramedic 
entailed: he explained the contents of both his 
Paramedic Bag and his Search & Rescue backpack 
as well as demonstrating the ECG on his External 
Automatic Defi brillator and putting up a “drip” on a 
rather brave Marco Tubbs. Some of the girls decided 
not to watch this procedure!

First Aid
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1.  On duty at rugby
2.  Standing: Kevin Lai; Sitting at back: Ronk Hwang; Treating: 

Bongani Maqutyana, Greg McKenzie
3.  Standing L–R: Nassir Ali, Ronk Hwang, Ale Malan, Ari 

Nicolaides, Charles Smith, Bongani Maqutyana and Lourens de 
Beer Front L–R: Kevin Lai, Sr Christian

1
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First Aid
This year we had an enjoyable and rather noisy 

(luckily we had an outside table for all 30 of us), 
Farewell Dinner at the Tuscan BBQ and said goodbye 
to our Form V’s. They will be sorely missed next 
year!

We are grateful for the assistance we have had 
from our “parent doctors” who gave up their 
precious Saturday mornings to assist us at the 
rugby and hockey fi xtures. Their presence at First 
Aid is always very much appreciated and the First 
Aiders learn a lot from them, especially our aspirant 
doctors. We would also like to say a big Thank 
You to Sr Sandy Stokes who came every Saturday 
to assist us this year. We will miss her warmth, 
kindness and ready smile. Mrs Daniela Albers and 
Mr Kai McEvoy, thank you to both of you, too! The 
Parents Association supplied the First Aiders with 
drinks and boerewors rolls at the home fi xtures for 
both rugby and athletics and this was also greatly 
appreciated.

This year, our First Aid service was greatly 
enhanced by the Bob Harrison Medical Room in 
memory of Dr Harrison and his son Michael, who 
died tragically last year in a car accident. Dr Harrison 
was involved in rendering First Aid at the school 
and Mrs Fran Harrison generously donated towards 
the enlargement and refurbishment of the First Aid 
room. It has made a tremendous difference for those 
of us working there. There is now space for two 
examination beds, we have cupboards and shelves 
for storage and even when all the beds, mattresses, 
spine boards, linen and other equipment has been 
packed away, the room can still be used. This means 

we can pack up the First Aid gazebos just before 
the 1st team rugby match and still be prepared for 
treating emergencies should they arise during this 
match. We can now also work from the room itself 
without having to unpack everything when we have 
smaller events like the Form 1 Charity Sports Day. 
We are very thankful for this room and every time 
we open the doors we see Michael’s words on the 
plaque on the wall “to be a true leader one must 
know how to serve”. 

News Flash: on 29 November 2009 one of our boys, 
James Joubert, was instrumental in saving the life of a 25 
year old young man who drowned in a swimming pool at 
an end of year staff party at a mine. James kept a clear head 
and used the correct procedure to assess and resuscitate 
the young man who was brought out of the pool: he had 
been at the bottom of the pool for about 5 minutes, had no 
pulse and was not breathing. Today, this young man is 
alive and well and he and his family are deeply grateful to 
James for saving his life. We are very proud of you, James! 
You are a great example to us all.

Congratulations to the boys who were awarded 
Half Colours for Service in the First Aid Society

Sr Jeannette Christian

Front Row L–R: R Xu, N Ali, B Naqutyana, Y Madlala, C Smith (Chairman), A Falanga (Vice-Chairman), B Booth, R Soar, J Annandale.
Second Row L–R:  Sir S Stokes, F Bonafede, A Nicolaides, A Malan, C Davis, M Cohen, E Lawrenceson, Sr J Christian.

Back Row L–R:  L de Beer, J Shin, M van Zyl, C Lesie, T Masheleho, K, Lai.

Sr Jeannette Christian

Re-awards
Charles Smith and Bongani Maqutayana

New awards
Matthew Amoni, Nassir Ali, Lourens de 
Beer, Albert Falanga, Ronk Hwang, Edward 
Lawrenson, Craig Leslie 


