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Guest Speaker

Mr and Mrs Reeler, the noble profession, Mr 
Beckwith, Mr Lourens, Teachers, Parents and 
Matriculants, Choristers and Musicians

A bigger honour could not have been bestowed 
on me, as an old boy, than to have been requested 
to be the guest speaker at the School’s valedictory 
ceremony. I am deeply humbled. I should like to 
express my utmost appreciation to Mr Reeler for 
the invitation. Why it is so special is simply that this 
School is a glorious institution, my home I love and 
has played such an enormous role in developing me 
as a person and preparing me for the career I have 
pursued and providing me with the ammunition to 
meet the challenges of life in general. The institution 
has been fortunate to be led by seven magnifi cent 
headmasters over the past century. Although I had 
not met Mr Reeler until today, I can now say without 
hesitation that the legacy of brilliant headmasters 
continues to the present and I am confi dent will last 
many more years. On this valedictory occasion, I recall 
well a message that my late mother repeated time and 
again in my post school years which she took from 
my own Matric valedictory ceremony: “Remember 
Mr Abernethy’s words: Keep Your Manners!”.

I found it diffi  cult to believe six years ago when 
I attended the 1965 Matric class reunion that the 
song “40 years on”, which had seemed so remote 
and something applicable to the distant future, had 
suddenly become the here and now for me. (It has 
also occurred to me that Mr Rheeler himself was 
born in my Matric year!) What made it equally 
strange and unique as an experience was the fact 
that I found I could barely recognise some of my 
schoolmates physically with their paunches and 
grey hair and yet when I began chatting to them, 
it was as if we just carried on from where we had 
left off  40 years earlier. The camaraderie generated 
by attendance at Boys High permeated through 
everyone’s personality in such a congenial and 
pleasant manner. It is something that I guarantee 
you you will encounter when you meet your fellow 
matriculants in years to come.

I should like to share with you some of my thoughts in 
terms of recognising some of the specifi c ways in which 
my time at Pretoria Boys High School has contributed 
towards my life and my career in various ways. I should 
like to ask you to forgive me if some of the anecdotes 
come across as being arrogant and pompous, but 
the issues I will raise are meant to convey important 
messages to you from my personal experience.

To begin with, I have come to realise that some 
of the very mundane events in the life of a high 

school pupil at the School, which are usually taken 
for granted, can come to play such an important 
role in your lives in the years to come. Many of 
the academic, sporting and cultural tasks which 
you are asked to engage in, nay frequently even 
compelled to participate in, can come in so useful 
at a later stage in your lives and make you grateful 
that you experienced them, even though at the time 
you might see them as a cumbersome chore. From 
an academic angle, you may frequently believe that 
what you are learning will be of little use to you in 
later life, but the reality is often diff erent. I recall 
perceiving that I would be pursuing a career utilising 
Maths and Science extensively and that therefore 
the study of languages was of less importance than 
the former. I never really paid as much attention to 
English and Afrikaans as I did to my other subjects. 
My performance in these subjects was mediocre 
and yet I now fi nd myself making a living out of 
writing reports in English and communicating in 
both languages in a manner that requires at least a 
minimal level of profi ciency. I have therefore come 
to realise that my English lessons under the likes 
of Bob Fair, Terence Ashton, Chris du Toit and Piet 
Moerdyk and Afrikaans lessons under Eddie Dorey 
were amazingly critical to my future career as an 
economist. Aptitude in maths alone would have 
been woefully insuffi  cient. I was a hopeless artist, 
yet the so-called “fun art period” with the likes of 
Walter Battiss or Larry Scully taught me enough to 
be able to appreciate the painting when I see it and 
there are so many other anecdotes to this eff ect.

Culturally, participation in good old Gilbert and 
Sullivan operettas on stage have helped me to build 
up the kind of confi dence required to do economic 
presentations for a living and to stand before 
you on an occasion such as this without undue 
apprehension. In those days there was no such thing 
as “Drama” as a Matric subject. Indeed, I have to take 
this opportunity to relive an experience I had in May 
1965, performing the role of Pooh Bah in the Mikado 
on this very stage. “I am so proud, if I allowed, my 
family pride to be my guide. I’d volunteer to quit this 
sphere instead of you in a minute or two. But family 
pride must be denied and set aside and mortifi ed”. 
This was indeed the fi rst ever production at this 
venue, soon after what is now regarded as an old 
school hall, had just been completed for use. How I 
remember so clearly the backstage being fi lled with 
the sounds of “A Hard Day’s Night” by the Beatles 
as the top of the hit parade. Nowadays, whenever 
I hear the sound of Beatles music, the Beach Boys 

Speech by Dr Azar Jammine, Director and Chief Economist 
Econometrix, 1965 Old Boy
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or the Shadows, or any multitude of golden oldies, 
my thoughts turn to various events in the school or 
in particular the Solomon House recreation room, 
playing ping-pong to the sound of the beats of 
those bands. Those were the sounds of the music 
to which we rocked with our lasses at our Matric 
Dance. When I think back to the Mikado I also 
remember well the scratch Orchestra accompanying 
us, consisting of a concoction of some music pupils, 
parents and outsiders. What thrilled me so much 
at my subsequent 40-year reunion was the brilliant 
sound of a large Pretoria Boys High Orchestra made 
up entirely of pupils this time round. This formed 
part of the realisation that far from hankering after 
the quality of the school I had attended, Pretoria 
Boys High of the 21st century had improved in so 
many ways, not deteriorated, in comparison with 
the school I had experienced in the 1960s.

On the sporting front too, do not complain about 
being compelled to swim, run, play cricket, tennis 
or hockey. It is amazing how some of the skills you 
learn, no matter how low the level of your ability in 
relation to some of your brilliant peers, may come 
into use, albeit at a mediocre level, at a later stage 
in life. I remember well being compelled to run the 
cross country race in Form 1 against my will. The 
memory of doing the fi nal lap around the “A” cricket 
fi eld, now known as the Hofmeyr fi eld, all on my 
own with crowds cheering me on for coming last, 
taught me a lesson about how people acknowledge 
your eff orts if they know that you have tried your 
best. On the other hand, I remember being berated 
by my fellow cohabitants at Solomon House for 
swimming so poorly at the Inter-House Gala. They 
refused to believe that I was such a slow swimmer, 
given that I was a somewhat better performer at 

cricket and rugby. Today the irony is that two of 
my most important physical activities are regular 
running and swimming, even if still at extremely 
low pace. I can also recite a similar experience 
that my wife had at school with tennis and yet we 
frequently spend our time on holidays bashing the 
ball to each other at a level suffi  cient to enjoy the 
benefi ts of good exercise and fun. I was never a great 
cricketer, but bowling and batting on a daily basis 
on the slate outside Solomon House and playing for 
the school’s 3rd team or representing Solomon House 
in the Masters league, taught me enough about how 
to play the game suffi  ciently well to enable me to 
derive some of the greatest enjoyment of my 10-year 
residence in England playing village green cricket 
on summer weekends.

It is also important to realise that your success 
in life does not necessarily depend on how well 
you perform at school and in Matric specifi cally. 
Examples abound of pupils who were very average 
at school and relatively inconspicuous, not prefects 
or fi rst-team rugby players, but who nevertheless 
have made huge successes of their careers. I have 
looked around at my own peers to see that some of 
the very ordinary academic achievers have become 
highly successful lawyers, accountants, doctors and 
business entrepreneurs more generally etc. I think 
of the Kantor brothers at school who founded the 
Investec group, yet as pleasant as they were as fellow 
pupils, had never really stood out as potentially 
top South African entrepreneurs. Conversely, there 
are plenty examples of some of my school leaders 
who have indeed made a huge success of their 
lives. I think of my own head prefect in my Matric 
year, Gordon Hay, who is not only senior partner 
at a highly successful legal fi rm, but has also given 

The Headmaster with the guest speaker, Dr Azar Jammine
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back so much to the school as head of the Old Boys 
Association. I think of my head prefect in my fi rst 
year, Ian (Mac) Rogan, who is one of the country’s 
foremost orthopaedic surgeon’s. Many pupils mature 
late, well after their Matric and become leaders in 
society even though they may not have shown their 
full potential while at school. In my own case, I was 
never a prefect either of the school or of Solomon 
House and never played fi rst-team rugby. In fact, 
my only pictorial claim to fame is the photograph of 
the Solomon House rugby team of 1965 which won 
the senior inter-house rugby competition, which 
photograph resides in the Solomon House Museum. 
However, with perseverance in ensuing years I 
was able to fulfi l what had been a dream for many 
years. One of my biggest thrills was fi nally playing a 
fi rst-team match at Boys High, but for the Old Boys 
team against the school fi rst-team in 1969 and I can 
proudly say that we, the Old Boys, won handsomely.

I would urge you all to reach for your dreams. You 
will be surprised how much you can achieve if you 
aim high and work in support of such goals with 
the inspiration provided by our Creator. Some goals 
might seem unattainable, but they are not. I derived 
great inspiration and a life long lesson playing in 
the Solomon House U-14 cricket team of 1963 in the 
inter-house tournament on the so-called “B” fi eld to 
the west of the main “A” fi eld pavilion, where there 
is now an astroturf. Incidentally, it was a sand fi eld 
with a mat as a wicket. Today there is a beautiful 
grass fi eld in its place. Be that as it may, out of the six 
houses which which were in existence at the time, 
we had the fourth strongest team based on number 
of U-14 A and B players. Surprisingly, with a lot 
of spirit, as is the case with many boarding house 
sports teams, we defeated the third strongest team, 
Town House, in the fi rst round and went on to meet 
Sunnyside House, by far the strongest team, in the 
semi-fi nal. Results were based on average number 
of runs per wicket. Sunnyside managed 155 for 1 in 
their allotted overs, giving them an average of 155, 
which seemed to be an impossible target. However, 
our batsmen defended bravely in response, scoring 
only 86 but losing no wickets at all, leaving us with 
an average of infi nity, which was better than 155. 
Unbelievably, our relatively weak side won the 
tournament. Incidentally, that is my other claim to 
fame at the school which probably no one knows 
about, viz. the fact that I had also been a member of 
the 1962 Sunnyside House U-14 cricket team which 
had won the tournament the previous year. I have 
frequently wondered whether any other student has 
ever been in the winning U-14 inter-house cricket 
team in two separate houses in successive years? 
Now there’s a Trivial Pursuit question for the School!

Arguing that your academic performance at school 
is not the be all and end all likely to determine how 
you perform in life, is not to say that you must sit 
back and not take seriously your forthcoming Matric 
exams. Unfortunately, the manner in which pupils can 
access university or Technikons depends very much 
on the symbols attained in Matric. Why this is so 
important in a country where the biggest challenge of 
all is unemployment and joblessness, is that statistics 
show a very high correlation between employability 
and the attainment of tertiary qualifi cations, i.e. a 
university degree or technical diploma. Whereas the 
probability of remaining unemployed for more than 
two years with just a matriculation certifi cate is almost 
50%, the corresponding probability of unemployment 
for those with a technical diploma or other such skill, 
is between 10% and 20%. For university graduates on 
average it is even less than 10%. In other words, in the 
world of today if you want to fi nd a job, it is essential 
that you go on after Matric to acquire a degree, or, 
more generally, to develop a profession or skill of 
sorts, making yourself employable in the world of 
today. Admittedly, some qualifi cations which require 
greater profi ciency in maths and science, such as 
medicine, engineering, accountancy and the like, tend 
to lend themselves to greater employability, whereas 
qualifi cation in the arts might prove more diffi  cult for 
fi nding employment because of oversupply of such 
students. On the whole, however, the very fact that 
a student has managed to achieve a tertiary, i.e. post-
Matric, qualifi cation, conveys a message that such a 
person has learnt to think at a higher level than his 
counterpart who has not extended his studies beyond 
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Matric. I should also like to emphasise that a tertiary 
qualifi cation need not by any means have to be a 
university degree alone. There is an acute shortage of 
artisans in the country primarily because the Matrics 
of today tend to have an aversion to the concept of 
“getting their hands dirty” so to speak. The average 
age of artisans in South Africa is currently no less than 
55. Finally, I would urge you to aspire to a tertiary 
qualifi cation, not only because of the likelihood 
that you would fi nd it easier to get a job, but also 
because the thought process and skills developed 
at tertiary institutions will also stand you in better 
stead to start your own business. Indeed, one of the 
big structural problems in South Africa’s economy is 
that the attraction of setting up a small business tends 
to be neglected by government and society at large, 
despite the fact that businesses employing fewer than 
50 persons account for almost 70% of all new jobs 
created in the private sector in the country. It is not 
the big businesses who are the primary creators of 
new jobs. You do not have to rely on someone else to 
employ you, but rather to carve a niche for yourself 
by creating your own job. Also, I should appeal to 
you not to overlook teaching as a career. In today’s 
world in South Africa where there is such a shortage 
of teachers, this is an extremely rewarding profession 
through which to contribute to society. 

As a student of Pretoria Boys High School it is 
also important to recognise that you are part of a 
privileged elite. Superfi cially, you might not perceive 
this to be the case because you will argue that Boys 
High is a government school, not a private one. 
Nonetheless, schools of the ilk of Boys High, KES, 
Rondebosch, Durban, Grey and the like, frequently 
referred to as the former Model-C schools, are the 
cream of the crop as far as government schools go 
and produce results which are proportionately far 
superior to most schools in the country. We all know 
that the overall Matric pass rate in the country is just 
67%, whereas Boys High’s is close to 100%. What 
diff erentiates your future as a Matriculant at Boys 
High or some other similar school, from a school 
leaver in another country, is that your opportunity 
to succeed in a future career is so much better. This 
is because there is such an acute paucity of students 
coming through school with decent Matric results in 
South Africa, specifi cally with marks good enough 
to gain entrance to university or some other tertiary 
institution and in so doing to acquire a qualifi cation 
that makes them more employable. The statistics 
relating to the throughput of students at government 
schools more generally, is appalling. For example, 
out of the 1.32 million pupils who began primary 
school in 1999, 12 years later in 2010, only 537,000, or 
40%, actually wrote Matric. The remaining 800,000-

odd students either left school or failed some class 
along the line. Of the 537,000 who wrote Matric, only 
364,000 past Matric. Of these, only 126,000 gained 
university entrance exemption and 145,000 gained 
exemption to enter Further Education and Training 
(FET) colleges. In other words, fewer than 10% of 
those who began school in 1999 did well enough to 
go to university 12 years later. Worse still, just 6% of 
those who began school in 1999, or 81,000, managed 
to attain more than 40% for Maths in Matric and 
one can bet that a large proportion of these came 
from former Model-C schools such as Pretoria Boys 
High. As for distinctions in Maths, there were just 
over 9000, or just 6 out of every 1000 who had begun 
school 12 years earlier. In Physical Science the fi gure 
was even lower, at 6000. Government then suggests 
as part of its New Growth Path economic policy that 
it intends creating 30,000 new engineers by 2014. The 
only way this can be achieved is for virtually every 
student achieving an A or B symbol in Maths and 
Science to study engineering. But then what about 
the supply of pupils to study medicine, accountancy, 
information technology or the like?

The moral of the story is that most of you here 
tonight ought to have a bright future of employment in 
South Africa, notwithstanding some of the economic 
woes outlined by the media on frequent occasions. 
This remains a glorious land of opportunity for those 
with enterprise to exploit such opportunities. I never 
realised this until such time as I returned in 1985 from 
a 10 year stint studying and working in England. 
Notwithstanding having established a solid career 
for myself in England, I returned to South Africa 
because I loved the land, the people and the weather. 
I fully expected to fi nd the working environment 
far less interesting than in the UK. How wrong I 
was! Within a mere month of returning I became 
engrossed in fascinating political and economic 
developments, deriving a level of exhilaration I 
could scarcely believe could materialise in one’s job. 
The situation has continued along the same lines 
ever since in the past 26 years as I have felt part and 
parcel of a national process in which an exciting new 
nation, culture and society has been evolving rapidly. 
The most wonderful thing about working in South 
Africa if you possess skills, something which I keep 
telling my children who are currently at university, 
is that there is such a shortage of persons with skills, 
that the opportunity to contribute towards society 
is so much greater than that available virtually 
anywhere else in the world. In turn, feeling that you 
have a meaningful role in assisting your country and 
its people, does your personal motivation a world 
of good psychologically. After all, the Good Lord 
put us on this planet to utilise our talents to the full. 
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South Africa. This situation contrasts with the feeling 
of anonymity and worthlessness which exists in so 
many other countries, even in the most advanced 
economies.

There is a perception amongst many White 
matriculants that affi  rmative action will stand in 
their way of fi nding employment. What needs to 
be recognised is that due to the country’s history, 
most White students are in the privileged position 
of being able to attend former Model-C or private 
independent schools and are therefore able to attain 
far better grades on the whole than the hundreds of 
thousands of students across the country attending 
schools catering primarily for Black students. The 
result is that proportionately there are far more 
White students available to apply to go to university 
than is the case with Black students. If there were no 
affi  rmative action in admitting Black students with 
lower grades into university, the outcome would 
be that South Africa’s professions would continue 
being completely dominated by White students in 
years to come. Such an outcome would not be in 
the interests of sociopolitical peace and harmony. 
Furthermore, it is foolish to believe that in a country 
with such a shortage of skills, affi  rmative action 
will be suffi  cient to prevent White graduates with 
the requisite skills from establishing a career and 
fi nding the appropriate employment.

The far bigger challenge for youngsters today is 
the stress of a rapidly globalising society and the need 
to keep up with what is going on in an environment 
which is changing at a faster rate than anything seen 
before. The strides made in information technology 
have brought great progress in communication and 
the dissemination of information. However, it has 
also made the world so much more competitive. 
The world’s population growth has exacerbated the 
environment of stress. When I was at school, there 

were only 17 million people living in South Africa. 
Today the fi gure is three times that, at 51 million. 
However, the real stress arises from the fact that if you 
do not keep pace with the changes that are occurring, 
you may be left far behind. You are living in a society 
in which those with opportunities are progressing 
and benefi ting themselves materially, sometimes to 
an obscene extent. Conversely, those who are not in 
a position to exploit the opportunities they confront, 
will get left further and further behind. Growing 
inequality has become the order of the day not only 
in South Africa, but in many parts of the world. It is 
a function of the manner in which the rapid growth 
of globalisation and technological development 
operate within a capitalist environment. One is likely 
to witness huge tensions in society during the course 
of your lives. There are enormous environmental 
challenges in the face of a world population which 
by the time you students are 45 years old, will be 5 
times as great as what it was a century ago when this 
school was fi rst established. The fi nancial position 
of advanced economies in America and Europe, as 
many of you will have gleaned in recent months, is 
parlous, in response to massive increases in personal 
indebtedness over the 25 year period from the early 
1980s until 2008. Governments of the world are 
reluctant to take the pain needed to overcome the 
after aff ects of the inexorable quest for material 
wealth implicit in this growth of debt, frequently 
driven by greed.

It is a challenging world in which you will live, 
but you are fortunate enough to have been better 
prepared than most for entry into this environment 
by virtue of your education at Pretoria Boys High 
School. Do not lose your focus of what it is that the 
Lord expects of you during your lives on Earth. May 
his richest blessings be upon you and guide you 
through your coming exams and your lives in years 
to come.

The Valediction stage party (left to right): Mr Gavin Beckwith (Chairman of SGB), Mr Tony Reeler (Headmaster), 
Dr Azar Jammine (Guest Speaker) and Mr James Lourens (representing the Old Boys Association)
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chinny chin chin, the source of much ridicule, it 
is hard to believe that fi ve years of high school 
have come and gone. This journey that is etched 
in the minds of many a boy is our story, our rite 
of passage. And we were privileged to spend this 
time in immaculate buildings, rich in history and 
on sun-bathed fi elds of green in a tranquil paradise 
in a bustling city. And emblazoned across the chest 
of this haven’s inhabitants read the words: Virtute 
et Labore – Virtue through Labour. A motto that 
spells the story of a century-old institution with its 
foundation built on excellence.

Good evening distinguished guests, Mr and Mrs 
Reeler, members of staff  and fi nally, greetings to my 
brothers, not the brothers but my Boys High brothers, 
the Class of 2011. In a school as diverse as this it is 
important to make such distinctions. With that said, I 
address you tonight not as a black man with the light 
and shade that may come with it but as a Boys High 
Boy and when you know in your hearts that this is 
the best school in the world, as I am sure all of us do, 
then you will know that there is no greater honour.

Nostalgia is in the air as positions of leadership 
are to be relinquished, boarders say goodbye to a 
place they have called home for so many years and 
others will miss the whimsical days of simply being 
a school boy. Yes, man, since his inception has been at 
war, not a violent one, but a silent one, one against an 
opponent who has never lost and cannot lose. In fact, 
Napoleon was quoted as having said that there is one 
kind of robber who the law does not strike and [who] 
steals what is most precious to men – and this robber 
is time. Alas, now time seeks to steal what has been 
so precious to us and Father Time’s inexorable tick, 
tick, ticking now signifi es the end of what we have 
known. The prospect of attending a school of this 
size, of becoming a number as opposed to a person, 
would be disconcerting, but Boys High has had the 
unique ability to make every boy feel counted, our 
contribution valued and our absence noticed – much 
to the dismay of those who have attempted to bunk.

Upon our arrival in 2006, we gathered to listen to 
the “this isn’t a Mickey Mouse school” speech, which 
I have heard is an annual repetition and which is 
followed by the soon to be mantra “We are the best; 
we are diff erent”. At fi rst we did not know exactly 
why Boys High was diff erent but we could see it 
in every Matric boy’s eyes, we could hear it, in the 
hallways, someone would shout BOYS HIGH out of 
the blue and everyone would erupt in euphoria and 
cheer; and we could certainly feel it when Prefect 
Quinton Phiri, a beast of a man, walked past – I 
shan’t say more for fear of my life.

Inevitably there have been countless memorable 
moments of our time here, such as the Form 1camp 
and being allocated our Bosses, a role which we 
realise by now is not about being a boss but about 
mentorship and servant leadership. And of course 
we will remember the yearly outbreaks of Grey 
Fever and the games against our archrivals: Affi  es.

One personal memory that for me epitomises why 
Boys High is in a league of its own took place in the 
mountains of the Magaliesberg at the Bush School. On 
this occasion thirty-two boys rose from their beds at 
midnight and marched down into the chilly waters of 
the Swemgat to place their hands on their chests and 
bellow out the school song, symbolically stripped of all 
baggage and façades — to fi nd an intangible something 
that is not taught: a love for and pride in their school.

If you can manage to get a boy to love school, 
then really nothing is impossible! This is why we 
were encouraged to emulate Danny Boy, the statue 
perched at the top of the dome. He is said to represent 
the ideal Boys High Boy and is seen holding a book 
under one arm and a rugby ball in the other: a blend 
between academia and sporting ability — though 
why he is naked is a mystery. I would like to think 
that Danny is bare to symbolise a free-thinking man 
not bound by the confi nes of his society.

One cannot speak at length of Boys High without 
mentioning the sergeant who held this fort together 
for two decades and embodied Boys High’s very 
spirit: the Big Bill and Living “Leg” – Mr Bill 
Schroder, who retired as Headmaster in 2009. He 
is a man whom every boy not only respects but 
admires and salutes. His departure was indeed a sad 
occasion for our school. However, Mr Reeler, our 
new Headmaster, who has completed his fi rst year, 
has quickly shown that he is a man of unquestionable 
integrity who has a vision that can only propel Boys 
High forward. On behalf of the Matric group of 
2011, Sir, we wish you and your wife a successful 
stay here that will be far longer than ours.

My brothers, time’s heavy hand falls but in one 
direction: clockwise. Napoleon knew this and yet 
it did not deter him from becoming the mighty 
conqueror he was. For the end of one chapter is 
the beginning of another. So, although we cannot 
reclaim our pasts from the vaults of time the future 
is ours to do with as we please and is therefore laden 
with opportunity — opportunities that we have been 
perfectly groomed to harvest and utilise. And so my 
allies, whom I have loved with the heart of a brother, 
keep place in your hearts 20, 30, and 40 years on for 
the school on the hill, where we learnt to live.

Mahao Mahao
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Matric Speeches
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 Geagte Meneer Reeler, eregaste onderwysers, ouers 
en my vriende.

“Maar die tydlose in julle is bewus van die tydloosheid 
van die lewe. Ek weet dat gister slegs maar vandag 
se herinnering is en more vandag se droom” hierdie 
woorde van Kahlil Gibran laat my besef dat die 
tyd wat ons in Boys High deurgebring eintlik in ‘n 
oogwink verby gegaan het. Dit is byna onmoontlik 
om te glo dat daardie eerste dag van skool wat ek so 
duidelik in my geheue kan oproep 5 lang jare terug 
gebeur het, en dit is nou slegs ‘n herinnering waar 
ons op die drumpel van die res van ons lewe staan 
waar ons alles gaan vermag waarvan ons gedroom 
het.

Ek is seker dat al my medeleerders wat hier sit, 
soos ek, ons eerste week by Boys High kan onthou. 
Daardie vreemde groep Vorm 1’s wat daardie drie 
dae van orienteering moes probeer oorleef en die 
kamp oor die naweek, waar ons van al ons waan 
gestroop is. Die skool het in die 5 jaar gestreef om 
ons almal, soos ‘n beeldhouer, te skaaf en te vorm 
tot ‘n die beeld van ‘n ware heer. Dit het soms baie 
geduld gekos om aan ons te skuur en te skaaf, maar 
soos die Serbiese spreekwoord lui “Met geduld word 
die moerbeiblaar ‘n rok van sy”. Wie sou kon dink dat 
met geduld, daardie klomp onsekere vreemdelinge 
vandag hier sal sit as ‘n groep vriende wat gereed is 
om die wereld met sekerheid aan te pak.

In die 5 jaar in Boys High het die skool met ons 
vader Cloete se rondtes gedoen ten opsigte van 
ervarings, belewenisse en lewenslesse. Elkeen van 
ons het ons eie besondere herinneringe van wat ons 
tyd in Boys High spesiaal gemaak het hoe groot of 
klein daardie gebeurtenis was. Miskien sal jy terug 
dink aan hoe ons almal stil bly as die ligte in die saal 
fl ikker, of die gevoel toe ons Affi  es geklop het met 
die Rugby of selfs net al die goeie tye en kameraderie 
saam met jou sportspan of kultuurgroep. Die een 
herinnering wat my altyd sal by bly is die dag toe 
ons vir die eerste keer die reg gehad het om ons khaki 
kleredrag aan te trek en ons almal op gelyke grond 
begin het. Dit het nie saak gemaak of jy voorheen ‘n 
leier of ‘n top akademiese presteerder was nie, of jy 
ryk of arm was nie, selfs nie of jy op laerskool droog 
gemaak het nie. Ons het daardie dag voor die eeu-
en-‘n-bietjie-oue geboue gestaan, en weer van nuut 
af begin. 

Die Engelse spreekwoord lui “ Die tyd is ‘n vyl 
wat afskuur en geen geraas maak nie”. Vandag sit 
ons weer tussen hierdie mure, oppad na daardie 
eerste onsekere dag en die begin van ons lewe as 
grootmense. Gelukkig vir ons het Boys High ons 
geluidloos gevyl en het ons almal hier saam gegroei 

en ons het saam groot geword. Die lewenslesse 
wat ons geleer het in ons tyd by hierdie fantastiese 
skool sal ons deur die res van ons lewens ons by 
bly, dit is onder andere om nederig te wees as ons 
‘n oorwinning behaal of ons eie verwagtinge oortref 
het asook om nooit moed op te gee as die lewe vir 
ons ‘n dwarsklap uitgedeel het nie. 

Elkeen wat hier sit, het met die hulp van die 
onderwysers by die skool, hulself opgebou tot waar 
ons is vandag is. Daar was vir iedereen van ons ‘n 
plekkie hier in Boys High wat ons kon vind om uit 
te uitblink in dit waarin ons belangstel en goed in is 
asook ‘n plekkie om in pas. 

Benjamin Franklin het gese: “Het jy die lewe lief? 
Moet dan nie tyd vermors nie, want dit is waaruit die 
lewe saamgestel is”. Ons het elke jaar, maand, dag, 
uur, minuut en sekonde laat tel gedurende ons 
5 jaar by Boys High, maar ongelukkig het Vader 
Tyd se Uurglas vir ons uitgeloop, en ons tyd hier 
is nou verby. Soos Koos Kombuis sing, “Ek wens 
ek kon die knoppie druk vir Pause’“, om net nog 
‘n besondere herinnering te maak saam met ons 
vriende, maar ons almal moet voortgaan en die 
regte wêreld ingaan. Ek gaan dit te gemoed met ‘die 
wete dat Boys High ons volkome voorberei vir dit 
wat vir ons wag. Die beeldhouers , ons onderwysers 
het ons getimmer en geskaaf sodat elkeen van ons 
‘n sukses van ons lewens kan maak. Ek weet dat as 
ons nie die waardes wat die skool op die heuwel ons 
geleer het vergeet nie, sal diewêreld elkeen van ons 
bewonder en beny.

Ek wil graag dank betuig aan al die ouers, 
onderwysers en Mnr Reeler. Julle het die 5 jaar wat 
ons hier gehad het besonders spesiaal gemaak. Baie 
van ons besef nie altydl wat julle vir ons ge doen 
en beteken het nie Aan ons ouers baie dankie vir 
die heen-en-weer ryery sporttoere wat ons kon 
meemaak en die baie liefde wat jul aan ons bewys 
het. Aan die onderwysers dankie vir die ure en ure 
se nasien die geduld en die omgee. Aan mnr Reeler 
vir die leiding en die voorbeeld wat u vir ons gestel 
het, En dan natuurlik al die matrieks van 2011

Nee. kyk, jul’t my 5 jaar hier onvergeetlik gemaak. 
Julle is almal bo-baas! Boys High ons groet u met 
dankbaarheid en met trots! Tot siens tot ons weer 
ontmoet!

Ek laat julle met die woorde van Kahli Gibran: 
“Maar as jy in jou gedagte die tyd in seisone moet afmeet, 
laat elke seisoen al die ander seisoen insluit, en laat vandag 
die verlede met herinneringe omhels en die toekoms met 
verlange” 

Alden Geldenhuys
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Award Winners
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BRIAN BASSON MEMORIAL TROPHY
Dean Jacobs
For outstanding all round creativity in the fi eld of 
art.

ALEXIS PRELLER AWARD
Geoff rey Smuts
The most promising painting student.

BAKKER AND DU TOIT ART THEORY AWARD
Michael Leask
For the pupil who achieves the best consistent 
results for art theory in his career at Pretoria Boys 
High School.

BEST SPEAKER’S AWARD
Mahao Mahao
This award is made to the best public speaker in 
Form V, an honour merited both in his form and in 
a public arena.

JUSTINE ARMSTRONG AWARD
Julien Lume
Ryan Kirsten
The most signifi cant contribution in the fi eld of 
music.

TREBOT BARRY AWARD
Moeletsi Sebokolodi
Awarded to the boy whose home language is not 
English and yet has embraced the values and ethos 
of our school.

THE TERENCE ASHTON MEMORIAL PRIZE
Delbert Botes
Bertus Malan
Presented to a Form V boy who excelled in the study 
of literature and who demonstrates most clearly a 
delight in words, in memory of Terence Ashton, 
Boys High English master extraordinary for 24 
years (1955–1978), renowned for his urbanity and 
wit in all situations and for his astute understanding 
of character in literature and the characters in his 
classes.

JONATHAN D JANSEN AWARD
Mahao Mahao
Awarded to the pupil who has displayed the fi nest 
combination of commitment, creativity and compassion 
during his time at Pretoria Boys High School.

MARGARET THEILER AWARD
Max Calitz
This is awarded to the scholar showing the best 
all round prowess in sport, who participated 
meaningfully in the sporting sense and who has also 
contributed to the life of the school.

GURTRUD THEILER AWARD
Justin Marsh
This is awarded to a pupil showing the most diligence, 
who is not necessarily brilliant or academically 
successful but rather a good all-rounder who has 
contributed meaningfully to the life of the school.

URICH RISSIK PRIZE
Donovan O’Grady
He shall have an average academic achievement 
during his career at the school. He shall be judged 
to have given of his best both in his studies and in 
his extramural activities. He shall be judged to have 
made the best contributions towards upholding the 
ideals, traditions and history of the school.

ELWYN DAVIES AWARD
Vuyani Jimlongoe
Awarded annually to a leaver from Pretoria 
Boys High School who, though not necessarily 
distinguished for his academic or athletic abilities 
or for his powers of leadership – there being other 
forms of recognition and awards for such boys – 
has set the fi nest example to his fellows of sincerity, 
integrity, loyalty and reliability in his relationships 
with those about him at the school.

THE GAIL BLOEMINK AWARD FOR SERVICE
Gareth Hudson
Awarded to the pupil who in the opinion of his peers 
has made a signifi cant contribution serving both the 
school and the wider community.

MALCOLM ARMSTRONG RENAISSANCE 
MAN AWARD
Richard Oldnall
This award serves to recognise and encourage those of 
this school whose use of their talents has earned them 
recognition in the three spheres of endeavour at Pretoria 
Boys High School – academic, cultural and sporting. The 
chosen candidate should possess a human compassion 
that promises that his talents will not be directed inwards 
towards self-satisfaction but outwards to service.
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HEADMASTER’S AWARD
Murray Coetzee Dupré Nell
Marnus Ehlers Conor Gallagher
Dylan Thomson Reinhardt Swart
Simphiwe Skosana André Retief
Jean du Preez
The Headmaster’s Award is made to the following 
boys for excellence achieved in all their many 
endeavours at Pretoria Boys High School, whether 
they be sporting, cultural, academic or in the position 
of leadership. Their dedication to the school and all 
its ideals is exemplary and we honour them for it.

OLD BOYS’ PRIZE
Robbie Beckwith

The Association’s Prize to that pupil of the school 
considered by the Old Boys to have shown the most 
outstanding qualities of application and endeavour, 
sportsmanship and manliness, loyalty and integrity, 
example and leadership.

Award Winners
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Award Winners
Brian Basson Memorial Trophy Dean Jacobs
Alexis Preller Award Geoff rey Smuts
The Bakker and du Toit Art Theory Award
 Michael Leask
Best Speaker’s Award Mahao Mahao
Justine Armstrong Award Julien Lume
 Ryan Kirsten
Trebot Barry Award Moeletsi Sebokolodi
The Terence Ashton Memorial Prize Delbert Botes
 Bertus Malan
Jonathan D Jansen Award Mahao Mahao
Margaret Theiler Award Max Calitz
Gertrud Theiler Award Justin Marsh
Ulrich Rissik Prize Donovan O’Grady

Elwyn Davies Award Vuyani Jimlongoe
The Gail Bloemink Award Gareth Hudson
Malcolm Armstrong Renaissance Man Award
 Richard Oldnall
Headmaster’s Award Murray Coetzee
 Dupré Nell
 Marnus Ehlers
 Conor Gallagher
 Dylan Thomson
 Reinhardt Swart
 Simphiwe Skosana
 André Retief
 Jean du Preez
Old Boys Prize Robbie Beckwith

Form V Prize Giving: Subject prizes
Advanced Programme Mathematics  Marco Tubb
Business Studies   Shaun Ray
English Home Language  Murray Coetzee
French 1st Additional Language Benjamin Lock
History  Michael McLaggan
Life Orientation  Alden Geldenhuys
Mathematical Literacy  Geoff rey Smuts
Civil Technology (Shared)  Theo Lombard
 Daniël Truter
French 2nd Additional Language (Shared 
 Robbie Beckwith
 Peter Lubini 
Sepedi 1st Additional Language (Shared)
  Refentse Chuene
 Keamo Konopi
Life Sciences (Shared)  Martin Davis
 Kris Jooste

Geography
Physical Sciences  Delbert Botes
Afrikaans Home Language
German 2nd Additional Language  Arnaud Kuyper
Life Sciences (Shared)
Mathematics   Mose Kwon
Music
Visual Arts   Julien Lume
Accounting
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language
Information Technology
Dux Scholar for 2011  Bertus Malan
In addition to the above, Bertus Malan, as this 
schools top academic achiever in Grade 12 this year, 
has been awarded a bursary by the University of 
Pretoria.
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1.  Mixed emotions for the leaving group: fi ve years at Boys High 
almost over.

2.  The 2011 school prefect body together with the headmaster and 
second master at the fi nal assembly

3.  Outgoing head prefect, Robbie Beckwith addresses the school.
4.  The headmaster pays tribute to the matric leaving group
5.  Robbie Beckwith leads his fellow matrics in the singing of the school 

song.
6.  Matrics after leaving the hall for the last time as pupils. Now it just 

remained to write the fi nal exams …

1 2

3 4

5 6
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Distinctions in brackets
Addinall, Andrew* 
Anderson, Bryce* (Life Orientation)
Anderson, Michael-John*
Annandale, James* (Afrikaans, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Physical Sciences)
Ayob, Naazheef* (Mathematics, Accounting, 

Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Baggeröhr, Stephan* (English, German, 

Mathematics, Music, Physical Sciences)
Bakker, Anthony*
Bambo, Katlego*
Barnes, Dylan* (English)
Barthorpe, Dean*
Beckwith, Robbie* (English, French, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3)

Boegman, Marek* (English, Life Orientation)
Bosman, Ryan* (English)
Botes, Cullen* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation)
Botes, Delbert* (English, Afrikaans, German, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Geography, 
Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Botes, Levi*
Botha, Jean-Pierre* (Physical Sciences)
Broughton, Donovan* (Life Orientation)
Bukenya, Antoine* (Business Studies)
Calitz, Maximilian* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation)
Capriati, Luca* (Life Orientation)
Carelsen, Robin
Chamberlain, Jason* (English, Mathematical 

Literacy, Life Orientation, Geography, Life 
Sciences, Visual Arts)

Chauke, Tiego*
Chauke, Matome*
Chen, Andy* (Life Orientation)
Chetty, Dineshen
Chirappurathu, Philipose* (Accounting, Life 

Sciences)
Choane, Molefe* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Music, Physical 
Sciences)

Chuene, Refentse* (Life Sciences)
Clur, Michael* (Life Orientation, History)
Coetzee, Joshua
Coetzee, Murray* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Accounting, 
Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3, A P Mathematics)

Cohen, Matthew*
Colin, Gregory* (Mathematical Literacy)
Collins, Richmond*
Corney, Tayla* (Life Orientation, Civil 

Technology)
Cottrell, Gareth*
Crabtree, Sheldon*
Craig, Calvin* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation)
Cronjé, Willem* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation)
Currie, Ian* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, History)
da Silva, Marcio*
Dahlen, Tyronne*
Davis, Alistair* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences)

Davis, Connor*
Davis, Martin* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Life Sciences, Physical 

Sciences, A P Mathematics)
de Gois, Phillip*
de Graaf, Ryan*
de Jager, Wesley*
de Villiers, Petrus*
de Waal, Rossouw* (Afrikaans)
Dellar, Kyle* (Mathematics, Life Orientation, 

Civil Technology, Life Sciences)
Demirtzoglou, Gregory* (Life Sciences)
Dendar, Rameez*
Dewes, Ryan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Dlulane, Asiphe* (Life Orientation)
Dreyer, Andries* (Civil Technology)
du Preez, Jean* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation)
Dunlop, Stuart* (Life Orientation)
Ehlers, Marnus* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Accounting)
Elliott, Bradley* (Mathematical Literacy)
Els, Robert*
Erasmus, Schalk-Willem* (Afrikaans, Life 

Orientation)
Evangelou, Jason*
Eve, Wayne*
Eybers, Waldo*
Faisca, Rico* (Mathematical Literacy)
Filippis, Thanassi* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Information 
Technology, Physical Sciences)

Fisher, David*
Fitchat, Nicolas* (Afrikaans, French, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Life 
Sciences, Physical Sciences)

Fjastad, Thorgny* (Afrikaans, Life 
Orientation, Life Sciences)

Fogg, Dimitri*
Forero, Emilio* (Afrikaans)
Frayne, Michael* (Life Orientation)
Freel, Jade*
Freer, Andrew* (Life Orientation, Civil 

Technology)
Frimmel, Jarad*
Fryer, Nathan* (Life Orientation)
Gaff ane, Matsiri*
Gailey, Chad*
Gallagher, Conor*
Ganswyk, Leon* (Life Orientation)
Gardiner, James* (Life Orientation)
Geldenhuys, Alden* (Afrikaans, English, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Information 
Technology, Life Sciences, Physical 
Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Golden, Kieran* 
Gopee, Kushal*
Gouws, William*
Greyling, Thomas* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Accounting)
Gultig, Luke* (Physical Sciences)
Hart, Jordan*
Hassett, Jason-Dee* (Life Orientation, 

Information Technology, Physical Sciences)
Hayes, Dylan* (Life Orientation, Civil 

Technology)
Hope, Joshua
Hudson, Gareth* (Life Orientation)
Jacobs, Dean* (Life Orientation, Civil 

Technology, Visual Arts)
Jacobs, Dylan* (Life Orientation)
Jacobs, Jürgen* (English, German)
Jacobs, Melville* 
Jacobs, Patrick* (Life Orientation)
James, Byron

Jeenah, Aqil* (Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Information Technology, 
Physical Sciences)

Jennings, Jason* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation, 
History)

Jensen, Christoph* (German)
Jones, Gavin* (Afrikaans, French, Life 

Orientation, Accounting)
Jones, Nicholas* (Life Orientation)
Jooste, Kristoff el* (English, Mathematics, 

Information Technology, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences)

Kabeya, Clinton*
Kau, Otlotleng* (Life Orientation, History)
Kawanga, Jonathan*
Keppler, Kirsten, Ryan* (Music)
Knoll, De Wet* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, Life 

Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Konopi, Keamo* (English, French, Life 

Orientation, History)
Korb, Dominic * (Life Orientation)
Krishnan, Kyle* (Mathematics)
Kruys, Nicolai* (Mathematics, Life Sciences)
Kuyper, Arnaud* (Afrikaans, English, 

German, Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Physical Sciences)

Kwon, Mose* (Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Information Technology, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3, A P 
Mathematics)

Lalonde, Charles* (Accounting)
Lawrie, Ryan*
Lazarides, Nick* (Life Sciences)
le Roux, Daniél* (Afrikaans)
Leask, Kern* (Mathematics, Life Orientation, 

Geography, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3, A P Mathematics)

Leask, Michael* (Life Orientation, Physical 
Sciences, Visual Arts)

Lekalakala, Japhta* (Life Orientation)
Letsholonyane, Amo*
Levitt, Luke*
Lindeque, Corné* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation)
Lock, Benjamin* (French, Life Orientation)
Lockhart, Tyler
Lombard, Theo* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Accounting, Civil 
Technology)

Lombard, Matthew* (Afrikaans, Life 
Orientation)

Lotriet, Dustin* (Mathematics, Life 
Orientation, Accounting, Information 
Technology, Physical Sciences)

Lötter, Gert
Louw, Ferdi*
Lubini, Pieter* (French)
Lume, Julien* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Music, Visual Arts)
Mabotja, Kagiso* (Business Studies)
Mabuntana, Vuyo*
Maepa, Maziya* (Accounting, Life Sciences)
Mafulako, Kutlwano* (Sepedi, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Accounting, Music, 
Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3, A P 
Mathematics)

Magodielo, Karabo* (Life Orientation)
Magodielo, Fentse*
Mahao, Mahao* (English)
Mahlangu, Shaun*
Malan, Albertus* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Accounting, 
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Information Technology, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3, A P Mathematics)

Malan, Michael*
Mapongwana, Dini*
Marais, Tyrone
Marques, Angelo*
Marsh, Justin* (English, Life Orientation, 

History, Music)
Mashiri, John
Masihlelo, Tumelo*
Masoek, Mongezi*
Mathosa, Karabo* (Life Sciences)
Matseba, Kholo
Mbithi, Kioko* (Life Orientation, Physical 

Sciences)
McFadyen, Tyler*
McFarlane, Guy*
McGregor, Ross* (Afrikaans, Life Sciences, 

Music)
McLaggan, Michael* (English, Life 

Orientation, History, Life Sciences)
Mgangira, Mphatso*
Mhuruyengwe, Monty*
Mijburgh, Henri* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Accounting, 
Information Technology, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3, A P Mathematics)

Mills, Daniel*
Milton, Courtney* (Afrikaans)
Mkhabela, Lungelo* (Life Orientation)
Mkwanazi, Banele*
Mngadi, Thembi*
Mogoatlhe, Tshiamo*
Moholoa, Jupitan*
Mohungoo, Azhar* (French)
Mokwatedi, Macgyver*
Moloi, Napo* (Mathematics, Accounting, Life 

Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Moraites, Chad* (Life Orientation)
Moraites, Tyran* (Life Orientation)
More O’Ferrall, Ryan*
Morris, Dayo*
Mothibe, Thato*
Moult, Darren* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation)
Mpofu, Michael
Muchenje, Johnson
Mullins, Sean*
Mvusi, Tawanda*
Naidoo, Javan
Ncube, Roland
Ndlovu, Gomolemo
Nel, Martin
Nell, Dupré* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation, 

Accounting, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Nguyen, Duy – NO FORM
Nienaber, Luke* (Mathematical Literacy, Life 

Orientation)
Nombekela, Vika
Notutela, Sandile*
Ntsabiso, Thando (Mathematical Literacy)
Nunes, Michael*
O’Grady, Donovan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Oldnall, Richard* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, History, Music, Physical 
Sciences)

Park, Yeh Chan* (Music)
Parker, Lloyd* (English, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Accounting, Music, 
Mathematics 3)

Pastor, Kyle*
Peters, Simon

Petersen, Lamont*
Pieterse, Ruben* (Life Orientation)
Pietersen, Gert* (Afrikaans, Information 

Technology, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Posthumus, Jade*
Pretorius, Kirk* (Life Orientation)
Pretorius, Pearson* (Life Orientation, 

Geography, Physical Sciences)
Primmer, Axel (Life Orientation)
Pullock, Dylan* (Life Orientation)
Purkis, Steven* (English, Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Information Technology, 
Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Qanya, Siphumle* (Life Orientation)
Qwalela, Phiko*
Randall, Philip* (Information Technology)
Ray, Shaun* (Life Orientation, Business 

Studies)
Retief, André* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Music, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3)

Reynders, Devan
Reyneke, Ulrich*
Ridgway, Lee
Rippon, Ryan
Robinson, Connal*
Rolfe, Christopher* (Life Orientation)
Roos, Peter
Rosslee, Carlo* (Mathematical Literacy)
Roux, Brandon
Royds, Kyle
Rungasamy, Roshan*
Russell, Mark* (Life Orientation)
Ruszkowski, Bartosz* (English, Afrikaans, 

German, Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3, A P Mathematics)

Sanders, Tyrone* (Life Orientation)
Schumann, Michael*
Schwabe, Christopher*
Sebokolodi, Moeletsi*
Sekgobela, Lethabo*
Senne, Neo*
Shanmugam, Daniel*
Shimwell, Terence* (Life Orientation)
Sibanyoni, Sibusiso* (Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Civil Technology, 
Information Technology, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3)

Sim, Craig* (Afrikaans, Accounting)
Singh, Cameron*
Sixel, Daniel*
Siyasiya, Mayami* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Accounting, Life Sciences, Physical 
Sciences)

Skosana, Simphiwe* (Mathematics, Life 
Orientation, Life Sciences, Physical 
Sciences)

Smith, Daniel* (Life Orientation)
Smuts, Geoff rey* (Mathematical Literacy, 

Life Orientation, Visual Arts)
Spence, Matthew* (Life Orientation)
Spiessens, Jerry* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Civil Technology, Information 
Technology, Physical Sciences)

Staff ord, Mark
Staff ord, Matthew
Stanley, Mark* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation, 

Business Studies)
Stegmann, Peter* (Mathematical Literacy)

Steyn, Nicholas*
Storey, James* (Life Orientation)
Sutherland, Gareth* (Life Orientation)
Swakamisa, Thami
Swanepoel, Daniel* (Afrikaans, German, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Physical Sciences)

Swart, Delvin
Swart, Duan* (Accounting)
Swart, Reinhardt* (Afrikaans, Life 

Orientation)
Tabei, Shuichi* (French)
Taderera, Alex* (Physical Sciences)
Taljaard, De Wet* (English, Afrikaans, 

Life Orientation, History, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Terry, Donavon* (Afrikaans)
Thomaz, Daniel*
Thomson, Dylan* (Life Orientation, Civil 

Technology)
Thomson, Justin* (Life Orientation, 

Geography, Life Sciences, Physical 
Sciences)

Truter, Daniël* (Mathematics, Life 
Orientation, Accounting, Civil Technology)

Tsatsi, More*
Tubb, Marco* (English, Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Tunnell, Jason* (Life Orientation)
Uys, Adriaan
Uys, Petrus* (Afrikaans)
Valster, Dillon
van Coller, Jamie*
van den Berg, Jan Louis – no result sheet 

yet
van den Berg, Reynard* (English, Afrikaans, 

History, Life Sciences)
van der Laan, Alex* (Accounting, 

Information Technology)
van der Merwe, Daniël* (Afrikaans, Life 

Orientation, Life Sciences)
van der Merwe, Johannes* (Afrikaans)
van der Velden, Christopher*
van Niekerk, Jaco* (English, Life 

Orientation, History, Music, Physical 
Sciences)

van Niekerk, Vincent* (Afrikaans, 
Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Information Technology, 
Physical Sciences)

van Staden, Kevin* (Life Orientation)
van Wyk, Chase*
van Wyk, Devon
van Wyk, Johann* (English, Afrikaans, 

German, Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Business Studies)

van Zyl, Brandon* (Life Orientation, Life 
Sciences)

Vermaas, Rupert* (Afrikaans, English, 
Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Geography, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3)

Williams, Trent
Wilson, Kyle*
Wolf, Louis (Mathematical Literacy)
Wood, Thomas* (Mathematical Literacy)
Wylie, Kevin* (English, Afrikaans, Life 

Orientation, Geography, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences)

Zietsman, Marno* (Life Orientation)
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Prefects and Academic Colours
M

A
TR

IC
S

Front Row L–R: M. Ehlers, S. Ray, M. Calitz, d. O’Grady, M. Coetzee (Deputy Head prefect), R. Beckwith (Head Prefect), C. Gallagher, 
T. Moraites, D. Thompson, M. Davis.

Second Row L–R: K. Mafulako, W. Eve, G. Colin, R. de Waal, D. Korb, D. Jacobs, R. Swart, A. Davis, S. Skosana, R. Oldnall, K. Konopi, D. Nell.
Third Row L–R: K. Mbithi, J. Lekalakala, G. Hudson, T. Fjastad, H. Van der Merwe, T. Corney, L. Parker, F. Louw.

Back Row L–R: J. Thompson, C. Moraites, C. Botes, J. Marsh, D. Hayes.

School Prefects

Academic Colours

Front Row L–R: A Kuyper, R Vermaas, H Mijburgh, A Retief, A Geldenhuys, A Davis, B Malan, M Davis, K Mafulako, M Tubb, 
J van Wyk, D Botes. 

Second Row L–R: D W Taljaard, D Swanepoel, N Moloi, A Sivakumaran, K Konopi, C Reyneke, K van Veenhuyzen, F Bonafede, J Kirstein, M Choane, 
S Sibanyoni, M Nicolaides, S Horsley. 

Third Row L–R: G Laycock, D Banga, M Leppan, B Bronkhorst, J Gous, S Dreyer, D Swiegers, B Ruszkowski, G Kirsten, A Maharaj, 
M Hawken, J Beukes, A Nicolaides, C Plaatjes. 

Fourth Row L–R: K Leask, S Purkis, J Lume, A Filippis, I Currie, G Jones, L Parker, R Beckwith, M Harris, A Jones, P Grant, B Joynt. 
Back Row L–R: T Greyling, N Fitchat, V van Niekerk, P Viljoen, G Zietsman, A Ioannou, D Griessel, C Swanepoel.
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SForm I Subject Awards

Advanced Programme Mathematics (Shared)   
 Alex Loubser
Arts and Culture   Richard Siebert
Economic and Management Sciences   
 Diaan Engelbrecht
French 1st Additional Language   Samir Fryatt
French 2nd Additional Language (Shared) 
 Thurston Stadler 
Geography (Shared)   Inus Heymans
Life Orientation (Shared)   Jesse Fröhling
Sepedi 1st Additional Language   Ronnie Molaba
Sepedi 2nd Additional Language   Rishay Rajkumar
Technology (Shared)  Johannes Coetzee
French 2nd Additional Language (Shared)

Technology (Shared)  Mashao Mukhari
Advanced Programme Mathematics (Shared)
Life Orientation (Shared) Quintin Claassen
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language 
History
Mathematics 
Natural Sciences
Form I Dux Scholar 2011 (Shared)  Gerrit Dreyer
English Home Language 
Geography (Shared)
German 2nd Additional Language
Music 
Form I Dux Scholar 2011 (Shared) Michael Gous

Form II Subject Awards
Afrikaans 1at Additional Language  Werner Reyneke
English Home Language   Garth Kirkcaldy
Economic and Management Sciences   Kofi  Snaman
French 2nd Additional Language (Shared)  
 George Ioannou
Natural Sciences  Jesse Parvess
Sepedi 1at Additonal Language   Abu Kgofelo
French 2nd Additional Language (Shared) 
 Sam Mukwamu
Arts And Culture (Shared)   Jimmy Fischer
 Sabelo Memela
Advanced Programme Mathematics
Mathematics   Anthony Micklesfi eld
History (Shared) 

Technology  Samuel Cohen
Life Orientation (Shared)
Sepedi 2nd Additional Language  
  Brandon Van Veenhuyzen
Form II Dux Scholar 2011 (Shared)
 Llewellyn Strydom
German 2nd Additional Language
Music
Form II Dux Scholar 2011 (Shared)  
 Rendert Hoekstra
Life Orientation (Shared)
Geography
History (Shared) 
Form II Dux Scholar 2011 (Shared)   Wesley Benade

Form III Subject Awards
Accounting Shivaar Chuturgoon
Afrikaans Home Language   Jon Seeliger
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language  
  Johaniel Lamprecht
Civil Technology  Richard Bettman
French 1st Additional Language  Audric Tohoungba
French 2nd Additional Language  Kibidi Neocosmos
Geography Felix Mcgregor
Information Technology (Shared) Tyler Hoff man
Life Orientation (Shared) Ethanne Soar
Life Sciences (Shared)  Jay Cowie
Mathematical Literacy Morapedi Mohoje
Music (Shared) Phillip Roux
Visual Arts   Joseph Shin
Sepedi 1st Additional Language   Thato Ntlatleng

Business Studies (Shared) Rory Barlow
 Nadeem Ebrahim
 London Venter
English Home Language (Shared)
History Emilio Singh
Life Sciences (Shared)
Mathematics
Music (Shared)   Adrian Koessler
Advanced Programme Mathematics
English Home Language (Shared)
Information Technology (Shared)
Life Orientation (Shared)
Physical Sciences
Form III Dux Scholar 2011  Gian Paolo Buff o
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S Form IV Subject Awards

Afrikaans 1st Additional Language Johannes Westerveld
Afrikaans Home Language Floris Bonafede
Business Studies Brendan Bronkhorst
Civil Technology Keegan van Veenhuyzen
French 2nd Additional Language Emmanuel Shine
Geography Stephan Dreyer
German 2nd Additional Language Chris Swanepoel
Information Technology Grant Zietsman
Music Jared Beukes
Sepedi 1st Additional Language Tshepo Ramaila
Physical Sciences (Shared) Dylan Fourie
Visual Arts Craig Plaatjes
Mathematics (Shared) Matthew Hawken

 Avikar Maharaj
Advanced Programme Mathematics
Physical Sciences (Shared) Greg Laycock
Accounting
History Daniël Swiegers
French 1st Additional Language
Mathematical Literacy Mael Tohoungba
Life Orientation (Shared)
Life Sciences
Physical Sciences (Shared) Matthew Leppan
English Home Language
Life Orientation (Shared)
Form IV Dux Scholar 2011 Jamie Gous

Form III Colour Awards
Half Colours (75–79% Average)
New Award
Daniel Anderson Toby Bester
George Bowmaker-Falconer Michael de Waal
Darrol Drabile Ryan Fair
Richard Finlayson Kyle Glass
Carl Grobbelaar Matthias Harvey
Daniel Human Ruan Kruger
Jiacheng Lu Lizo Masters
Gavin Marsh Musa Masondo
Achuma Ngelanga Thato Ntlatleng
Evan Paul Shaun Pieterse
Ruixuan Qi Pascal Robbertse
Ethanne Soar Conrad Strashein
Shaquil Sutton Oostewald van Niekerk
Abri Viljoen Paul Wombo
Full Colours (80–84% Average)
New Award

Dillan Baytopp Richard Bettman
Michael Botha Seth Fobian
Gustav Jansen Johaniel Lamprecht
Alex Menu Steven Meyburgh
Kgosi Moatshe Junior Mofokeng
Kabidi Neocosmos Shivan Ragoonaden
Joseph Shin Emilio Singh
Ricko van Straaten Duane van Wyk
Pierre Volschenk
Honours (85% Average and above)
New Award
Gian Paolo Buff o Shivaar Chuturgoon
Jay Cowie Daneel Duim
Cliff ord Engels Dian Haasbroek
Connor Henry Tyler Hoff man
Adrian Koessler Marc Knoetze
Felix McGregor Phillip Roux
Jon Seeliger Michael Watson

Form IV Colour Awards
Half Colours (75–79% Average)
New Award
Lourens de Beer Denis Engelbrecht
Marc Greyling Michael Ingham
Rudolph Jansen Calvin Janse van Vuuren
Pavlo Lazarides Khumo Mampuru
Kshvir Misser Ben Racionzer
Kyle Rorke Damian Sinovich
Ernest Uys Arno van Wyk
Jarryd Vliegenthart
Re-award
Jaryd Baker Mathew Harris
Sandile Hlatshwayo Bradley Joynt
Matthew Lawther Dean Mills
Berto Schoeman 
Full Colours (80–84% Average)
New Award
Ross Coetzee Dylan Fourie
Moshe Letoaba Sithu Myint

Kevin Pietersen Dale Smith
Johannes Westerveld Benjamin Williams
Re-award
Shane Horsley Anthony Ioannou
Andrew Jones Jacques Kirstein
Michael Nicolaides Craig Plaatjes
Charl Reyneke Arun Sivakumaran
Keegan van Veenhuyzen Pedré Viljoen
Honours (85% Average and above)
New Award
Floris Bonafede Philip Grant
Dante Griessel Chris Swanepoel
Grant Zietsman
Re-award
Danai Banga Jared Beukes 
Brendan Bronkhorst Stephan Dreyer
Jamie Gous Matthew Hawken
Gerhard Kirsten Greg Laycock
Matthew Leppan Avikar Maharaj
Ari Nicolaides Daniël Swiegers



The Pretorian 19

G
O

V
ER

N
O

R
S

Chairman: Gavin Beckwith
Vice Chairman: Lloyd Davis
Secretary: John Mullins
Treasurer: Harry Todd
Parent Members: Quito Esteves
 Mrs Marie Kirsten
 Edward Mosuwe
 Mrs Fahida Saib
 Mrs Nicole Kennerley

Co-opted: Mario Greyling
 Trevor Terblanche
 Peter Havenga
 Graham Baker
Parents’ Association: Bryce Blum
Educator Members: John Illsley
 Greg Hassenkamp
 Mrs Tanya Millar
Non-Educator Member: Ben Sithole
Pupil Members: Robbie Beckwith, 
 Murray Coetzee, Gareth Hudson (RCL)

Mr Bryce Blum (Chairman)
Mr Greg Hassenkamp
Mr Tony Reeler
Mrs Charmaine Harris
Mr Martin Coetzee
Mrs Elizabeth Currie
Mrs Sunil Maharaj
Mrs Marina Davis
Mrs Ingrid van der Velden
Mr Shaun Wilkinson
Mrs Rachael Kretzmann
Mrs Terry Stier
Mrs Nita Pieterse
Mr Greg Howard
Mr Johnny van der Ploeg
Mrs Mauneen van Wyk
Mrs Katarina Shuttleworth
Mr Brett Fisher
Mrs CarmenTalbot
Mrs Jenny Schreiner
Mrs Debbi den Hartog
Mrs Amelia Robinson

Governing Body Parents’ Association
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We extended a warm welcome to the 
following staff  members who joined us at 
the beginning of the year: Ms Christine 

Parkin, who replaced André Steyn in the Afrikaans 
department; Mr Herman de Jong in his role as our 
new School Counsellor where he has already proved 
his worth by helping many of our boys; Mrs Amelia 
Robinson, who most effi  ciently took over the reins 
as Tuckshop Convenor from Caren Venn; and Mrs 
Tracey Housdon, in her capacity as Matron, replacing 
Margaret Gray. We were pleased that Janus van As 
was able to remain with us as a part time Life Sciences 
teacher for the fi rst term. Internal movements involved 
Mrs Melissa Müller moving full time into the Afrikaans 
Department while Mrs Ursula Naude took over the 
position as Head of Department, German.

Mrs Lhente-Mari Pitout joined us as our new 
Choir Conductor at the beginning of the year and 
we are delighted with the success she has achieved 
thus far with the choir.

During the second term, Ms Alexandra Bolduc, a 
lively Canadian, joined the Maths department as Elma 
Dreyer left us to become a farmer’s wife and full-time 
mother to Elaina. We were also pleased to welcome our 
new HR appointee, Ms Annika Raubenheimer with 
eff ect from 1 July 2011. We have needed someone with 
this expertise for some time now and we pleased that 
we will be able to tighten up our policies and practices 

in the fi eld of human resources for the benefi t of the 
over 200 employees at the school.

Mr Lionel Randall has been at Boys High for just 
over six years and left us during the third term. We 
came to know him as a man who threw himself 
wholeheartedly into that about which he was 
passionate. He had an uncanny ability to get the best 
out of the boys, who respected him, yet he was still 
able to maintain the distance necessary to be a school 
master. His greatest achievements were in the sport 
of water polo where he transformed, particularly 
our 1st team, to the extent that we are now the top-
ranked school in the country in terms of results and 
the number of teams we fi eld. The systems he put 
in place to develop the sport with the juniors have 
been invaluable and it was good to see the fi rst team 
players helping members of the younger teams. 
He leaves us to take up a new challenge at Hilton 
College and we wish him all the very best.

Mrs Helene Donaldson retired, at the end of 
Term 3, after 17 years of loyal service to the school. 
An English teacher with a vast knowledge of her 
subject matter, she possessed the uncanny ability 
to inculcate this knowledge into the minds of her 
boys. She was involved in many activities during 
her time at Boys High, inter alia: She was an 
empathetic Tutor to particularly the new Form 1‘s 
and was always available to listen to their concerns, 
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Administration and Ground Staff

Front Row L–R: Sannah Napo, Jane Beacham, Jeannette Christian, Tania Ferreira, Mavis Mahlangu, Katrina Dodds, Tony Reeler, Julian Cook, Richard 
Geertsema, Patrick Vermeulen, Abram Shalang, Ben Sithole, Jeannine Short.

Second Row L–R: J Rose Kanyane, Maureen Moeketsane, Amelia Robinson, Mavis Munyai, Sandra Katzin, Annika Raubenheimer, Agnes 
Chokoe, Piet Mahlangu, Lettie Machete, Virginia Mokobanye, Jan Mandlati, Abram Ramphisa, Richard Masia, Alfred Madisha, Michael Moima.
Third Row L–R: Alinah Makitla, April Mothwa, Petrus Kabini, Janice Kingsley, Berry Sebati, William Mametsa, Debra Ehlers, Bheki Biyela, 

Eliphus Sithole, Phineas Mametja, Sam Nthabalala, Linky Mathebela, Solomon Mashifane, Johannes Mpedi, Stevens Nkhabutle.
Back Row L–R: Eliphus Mafafo, Isaac Kanyane, John Mahlangu, Peter Napo, Elias Modiba, Michael Housdon, Ben Mathebela, Eric van der 

Horst, Ntsien Nthabalala, Peter Mabunda, John Napo, Bernard Nkadimeng, Levy Motsepa, Gebu Biyela. 
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fears and achievements. She taught them how to 
be Boys High boys and instilled in them a pride 
in their new uniform. An astute bridge player, she 
was instrumental in turning the Bridge Club into 
an active, well supported extra-mural activity. She 
was also in charge of the Representative Council 
of Learners, for a number of years, and served as 
the staff  representative on the Governing Body. 
However, she will no doubt be remembered most 
for the superlative work she did in the fi eld of 
social outreach. More and more boys were drawn 
by the reward of giving of their time to the number 
of the charities in which she was involved and she 
will be sorely missed by those who were helped by 
her work. We wish her a healthy, happy and well 
deserved retirement.

We were pleased to announce that Mrs Shelley 
Harbour would be taking over as Head of the Life 
Orientation department. Mrs Harbour has many 
years’ experience, particularly in the fi eld of Life 
Orientation, and comes to us after a number of years 
teaching LO at Girls High.

We also said goodbye to Mr Chris Fowler and 
Mrs Taryn Randall at the end of the third term. Mr 
Fowler, an Old Boy, taught History at Boys High for 
13 years. He made a signifi cant contribution to the 
school in that time, particularly in his subject area 
but also as the master-in-charge of fencing and as a 
keen photographer. We wish him well as he leaves 
us to study and to travel. We are grateful to Mr 
Malcolm Armstrong who took over his classes in 
the fourth term.

Unfortunately, the loss of Mr Randall meant that 
his wife was bound to follow suit! She left at the end 
of the third term to join her husband and there is 
no doubt that Boys High’s loss is Hilton College’s 
gain. She has been a stalwart in the Life Sciences 
department and has given much to the school 
through her involvement in sport, particularly water 
polo. Her greatest attribute, though, is the care she 
has shown our boys and her devotion to them and 
their well-being will be sorely missed. 

October saw us welcoming Mrs Tania Ferreira who 
joined the staff  as the new PR and Communication 
Offi  cer. She will be assisting Mr Illsley on a part- 
time basis with various communication tasks and 
we hope she will be very happy at Boys High.

Ms Karin Bezuidenhout (Head of Art) leaves Boys 
High at the end of the year to expand her teaching 
experience at St John’s College after nine productive 
years in the classroom. Mrs Elzaan Cook leaves, 
too, to further her studies; Richard Köhne has 

accepted a post at Crawford College, La Lucia, and 
Ockie Vermeulen, our talented organist, leaves us 
to pursue his promising musical career. These four 
teachers have contributed to the school signifi cantly 
in their various roles: in the classroom, extramurally 
and pastorally. They have been most congenial 
colleagues; we thank them for the loyalty and wish 
them happiness in their new ventures.

We thank our part-time teachers, Mrs Pat Kroeger, 
Mrs Lilla Coetzee, Ms Yvette Welthagen and Mrs 
Sandy Black, for so willingly and effi  ciently helping 
us for varying lengths of time. We do hope we may 
call on them again. 

Our last farewell is to Alex Junod who has resigned 
after twenty-one years of impeccable service to the 
School. An Old Boy, he taught Mathematics and 
Additional Mathematics and headed this department 
with aplomb. A stint of teaching in New Zealand 
saw him return to Boys High inspired to pioneer a 
bush school. This dream was realised through his 
hard work, the hard work and support of others, 
and the generosity of his family, and the Maretlwane 
Bush School opened its doors. It would not be out 
of place to say that it inspired many young Form 2 
boys fortunate enough to spend time there and we 
thank Mr Junod and his wife for their commitment 
and dedication to their dream. He leaves to continue 
outdoor education in a private capacity and, in 
thanking them for all they have meant to the School, 
we wish them both good fortune.

We will welcome the following staff  in 2012: Ms 
Annemie Coertzen, Counsellor – academic assistance, 
Mr Deon de Lange (Life Orientation), Mrs Bianca 
Nel (Life Sciences), Ms Tarryn Parker (History), Ms 
Robyn-Lee Kellock (Physical Sciences), Mr Zakes 
Jiyane (Maths), Ms Joanne Beckwith (Maths), Mrs 
Tarryn Thompson (Life Sciences), Mr Rob Fourie 
(Business Studies), Mr Philip Loots (Music), Ms Joni 
Light (Art and Techology) and Ms Debbie Cloete as 
Head of the Art Department.

We congratulate warmly Ryan O’Donoghue, 
Cornelius Smit and Jeanne van der Merwe who 
were married to Julie Hugo, Xenia Nothnagel and 
Nico de Meillon respectively, during 2011. We wish 
them much happiness in the years ahead.

The stork has once again had an active year. 
Taryn and Paola Ronga welcomed a baby boy, in 
December 2010. Mrs Ronga took a sabbatical for the 
year and returns to the staff  in 2012. Mr Ben Sithole, 
Mr Bernard Nkadimeng and Mr Solly Mashifane’s 
wives all gave birth to boys this year. We congratulate 
them and wish them well with their new off spring.
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Executive

Reeler, AD BA, HDE, ACE Headmaster
Illsley, JW BA (Hons), HED Second master
Hassenkamp, GJ HED Deputy Headmaster
McBride, CA BSc (Agric), HED Deputy Headmaster
Smith, MJ BSc, HED Deputy Headmaster
Cook, J BCompt CIA Business Manager

Heads of Subjects

Albers, Mrs D BSc (Hons), HED Physical Sciences
Bopape, Ms RBM HED, BEd (Hons), CID Sepedi
Bezuidenhout, Ms KJ BA (Fine Arts) (Hons), PGCE Visual Art
Donaldson, Mrs HS BA, NATD Life Orientation
Ewart-Phipps, PH FDE, HED, FDE (Tech), BEd (Hons) Woodwork & Technology
Franken, PE BA, HED Geography
Gioia, Mrs H BA, HED French
Harbour, Mrs SJ HED, Dip TH Life Orientation
Holliday, Mrs JD MSc, HED Mathematics
Illsley, JW BA (Hons), HED History
Junod, HA BSc (Hons), HDE Bush School, Maretlwane
Kelly, JW B Com, PGCE Business Studies
Kloppers, Mrs ET BA, HDE English
Matthews, Mrs AM BA. HED Afrikaans
Müller, Mrs EE BSc, BEd, HDE Life Sciences
Naude, Mrs U BA (Ed), MPhil German
Roode, Mrs DL MSc (Maths Stats) Information Technology
Rust, Mr H BCom, PGCE Accounting
van der Watt, Dr GD BA (Ed) (Music), DMus, BMus (Hons) Music
van Wyk, A HED Head of Studies

Administrative/Technical

Beacham, Mrs GL  Reception
Chauke, Mrs A  Laboratory Assistant
Christian, Sr J  Nursing Sister
de Jong H B SocSci (Psy), BEd (Edu Psy) Counsellor
Dodds, Ms KA   Headmaster’s Secretary/

Admissions
Ehlers, Mrs D  Finance Department
Feather, Mrs J  Clothing Shop
Gibbs, K  Archivist
Hofmeyr, Mrs MMA  Finance Department
Housdon, MC Dip Personnel Man. Head of Sport
Housdon, Mrs T  Senior Matron
Junod, Mrs L  Maretlwane Administration
Katzin, Mrs S J  Administrative
Kingsley, Mrs J   Second Master’s Secretary/

Academics
Krüger, Ms S  Catering Manageress
Raubenheimer, Ms A BCom (Hons) (Human Resources), MBA HR
Ferreira, Mrs T B Tech, National Dip. PR & Communications
Mashifane, S  Printer
Mahlangu, Ms M  Media Assistant
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Anthony, Mrs LJ BA (Hons), HED
Anderson, S BSocSc, PGCE
Armstrong, MR BA, HED
Badenhorst, CM BA (Ed)
Baptiste, Mrs H B (Pharm), HED
Blackmore, RA BSocSc (Hons), PGCE (FET)
Bolduc , Ms A BA, BEd, BA (Political Sc)
Botha, D BEd, (FET)
Christodoulou, Ms C BLC, LLB, PGCE
Coetzee, Mrs HE BA (Hons), HED
Cook, Mrs E BEd, (FET) (Natural Sciences)
Cook, J BEd, (FET)
de Kock, A BA (Ed)
de Meillon, Mrs J BEd (FET)
de Wet, P BEd (Hons) (FET) (Natural Sciences)
Dorlas, HC BA (Hons), HED
Dowra, CS BPaed
du Plessis, Mrs G BA, HED, BEd (Hons)
Fielding, CW 
Field, O BA, PGCE
Floor, Mrs TA BA, UOD, HED
Fowler, CW BA, HDE
Georgiades, Mrs LE BA, HED
Harvey, DH BA, BEd, H. Dip. Ed
Harvey, Mrs S H. Dip. Ed
Heuer, Ms S BA (Hons)
Hornsveld, Ms M BMus, HED
Jordaan, APJ MMus, UTLM, UPLM
Keeton, L BA, HED
Koekemoer, W BEd (Senior Phase)
Köhne, Mr RL BEd (FET), BA (Human Movement Sc) 
(Hons)
Kroeger, Mrs PL BSc, HED
Lombard, Dr JH MBChB
Lombard, M BMus (Hons), DipABRSM
Loupos, N BSc (Hons), PGCE
MacDonald, CS BProc, PGCE
MacDonald, ML BA, HDE
Mansfi eld, K BA (Hons), HED

McLaren, Ms AK MA (Fine Art)
McEvoy, Mrs H NDT (Microbiology)
McEvoy, K MTech (Fine Arts)
Millar, Mrs T BA (Ed), DSE (Dip Spec Ed)
Moodley, D HED
Müller, Mrs M BA, PGCE
Nesbitt, M BA (Sports Science)
Noonan, PJ BA (Hons) HED
O’Donoghue, R BEd (FET)
Orr, R BA (Journalism), PGCE
Page, JW 3 years Engineering. Busy with BSc 
Applied Maths
Parkin, Ms C BA (Humanities)PGCE
Petje, KK BEd (FET) (Natural Sciences)
Petrou, Mrs MK BA (Hons), HED
Prinsen, Mrs ML BA, HED
Randall, L BA (Sports Sc),Dip (Sports Management 
& Coaching, PGCE 
Randall, Mrs T BEd, (FET), BEd (Hons)
Reyburn, Mrs YD BMus, UTLM, TTLD
Robinson, Mrs A BA, HED
Rust, H BCom, PGCE
Singh, Mrs S BEd, B Paed, Dip (Remedial Ed)
Smit, C BCom Law, PGCE
Smuts, MJ BSc, HED
Stenos, Mrs K BA (Ed), BEd
Stuart, Mrs HDEGM BA (Hons) UED
Theron, Mrs AC BA, THED
Tucker, J BCom (Hons) PGCE
van Reenen, LJ HED
van Straten, Mrs JE BSc, HDE
van Zyl, MV BSc, HDE
Vermeulen, OC BCom, Dip Church Music, BMus, 
MMus. UVLM (Organ), LRSM (Organ)
Vlag, Mrs PA BA, HED
Ward, Mrs SM BA, FDE, HED
Webber, J BCom, PGCE
Wright, D HDE
Wroth, Ms G MA, HED
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Academic Staff

Professional Coaches

Stoff berg, G Tennis

Nkadimeng, B  Computer Technician
Robinson, Mrs A   Mothers’ Committee/

Tuckshop Convenor
Short, Mrs JO BCom (Informatics) Accountant
Stockwell, Sr C  Nursing Sister
Uys, Mrs YH  Pollock Campus Secretary
van der Horst, E  IT Department
Vermeulen, PN  Estate manager
van Zyl, Ms A BA (Drama) Head: Arts & Culture
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Tribute to Helene Donaldson

Helene Donaldson & Chris Fowler
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Helene Donaldson – kind, compassionate, patient, fair, 
determined, competent, critical, demanding, honest 
(sometimes uncomfortably so), effi  cient, organised. These 
are just some of the adjectives one can use to describe the 
woman I met in 2002 when I joined the staff  of PBHS.

I got to know Helene as a colleague in the English 
Department, as my support in the Outreach Society 
and as a friend. By the time I joined the English 
Department, Helene had already been at the school 
a number of years and had already made her mark 
at the school. As an English teacher, her subject 
knowledge was extensive and her love of English 
was carried over to the boys.

She was involved in many facets of the school, 
apart from her teaching. These included running 
the Representative Council of Learners (which she 
did admirably), the Bridge Club, Governing Body 
elections and the school’s Outreach initiative. In 
everything she did, her competency, effi  ciency, 
enthusiasm and organisational skills were evident.

Helene’s fi rst concern was always the boys, whether 
it was in the classroom teaching or doing one of her 
many extramural activities. As a tutor of Hofmeyr 
House, she was always available for the boys to talk to 
her. She was concerned about each boy in her care and 
took a keen interest in all they did. They knew they 
could go to her for help and advice at any time.

Through the work of the RCL, Helene extended 
the school’s Outreach initiative. Her concern for 
those less privileged and less fortunate was the 
driving force behind the work she did. The annual 
charity assembly where money that has been 
collected during the year is handed over to various 

organisations is testimony to Helene’s hard work 
and dedication. I have also valued and appreciated 
her support in the work of the Social Outreach 
Society over the past few years.

When Helene took over the Life Orientation 
Department as head of department at the beginning 
of 2010, she did it with her usual aplomb and 
effi  ciency. It did not take long before the Form 4 and 
5 boys had information about every university and 
college, the courses they off ered and the entrance 
requirements. This was another example of Helene’s 
competence and organisational abilities.

Helene does not suff er fools lightly; she is 
uncompromising in her expectations of professionalism 
and excellence from colleagues but she holds herself 
to the same standards. As a teacher she gave herself 
one hundred and ten percent to the job. Her early 
retirement is a loss to Boys High and the profession of 
teaching. We wish her a well-deserved rest after many 
exceptional years of service to Boys High.

Penny Vlag

Tribute to Chris Fowler
Chris Fowler, an old boy of PBHS, was recruited to 
the staff  in 1997 after doing a teaching practical at 
the school. He joined the History Department and 
taught this subject until 2011, except for 2002, a year 
spent teaching in England. Chris was an innovative 
teacher of history utilising methods that included 
the use of artefacts, music and documents. He led or 
accompanied a number of history tours within South 
Africa. For part of 2009 and all of 2010 he was the 
acting head-of-department of the History Department. 
Apart from being responsible for the compilation of 
the junior workbooks used at PBHS, he is also the co-
author of several published history textbooks.

Within Armstrong House he was an eff ective and 
caring tutor who took a great personal interest in the 
extramural activities of boys in his group. He has been 
master-in-charge of fencing at PBHS since 1999 and his 
eff orts have ensured a lasting place for this sport at the 
school. One of his hobbies, that of photography, has 

been used to enrich both his teaching and the school 
magazine. Chris is someone with a wide range of 
interests and a keen sense of humour, traits that were 
evident in the classroom and among his colleagues. He 
leaves Boys High to travel and to study further and we 
wish him well in these pursuits.

JW Illsley
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Lionel Randall arrived at Pretoria Boys High at 
the beginning of 2005. He had been teaching at 
Michaelhouse in Natal where he had already made 
a name for himself, coaching water polo for the 
school and various provincial sides. He lost no time 
upon his arrival in immersing himself in the fast –
developing sport of water polo. He was handed the 
reigns’ of the First Team and he took off , on what was 
to be a roller-coaster ride of mostly good and some 
sad results. These years of coaching culminated in 
the development of a team which reigned supreme 
in South Africa in the year that he left Boys High, 
where the boys that he coached, won the highly 
prestigious SACs tournament, unoffi  cially crowning 
them the national champions as a school side. 

Lionel will be the fi rst to admit that he is passionate 
about water polo. He has played it for many years 
and is now an avid coach seeking to get the best 
out of boys within and outside of the pool. To move 
away from water polo for a moment, Lionel took on 
the task of teaching Life Orientation to boys who sat 
spell-bound by his stories and entertained by his 
sense of humour, which enjoyed setting up boys and 
staff  for a good “prank”. The life lessons from sport 
were expounded upon in his classes and the boys 
who were taught by him over the years at Boys High 
fondly refer to him as one of the legends of the school. 
Lionel also helped out the Accounting department 
by teaching Economic and Management Sciences to 
junior classes as well as Physical Education. 

During the winter season, Lionel coached junior 
rugby focussing on the U14A and B teams as well 
as the U15 A,B,C and D teams. Fitness and more 
fi tness was dished out to his teams to ensure that 
they performed at their peak condition. Lionel had 
a forward looking approach to his coaching and 

organised many outside experts in biokinetics and 
sports psychology to speak to his teams. All those 
who played for him on the rugby fi eld or in the pool 
will remember forever, his impassioned pleas for 
them going the extra mile (or two) in the game that 
lay ahead. Lionel wore his heart on his sleeve when 
it came to game time. The ebb and fl ow of his team’s 
fortunes and progression in the game, towards a 
win in a match was always clearly mirrored in his 
emotions and one just had to look at the coach, before 
the score board, to see how the team was doing. 
Always looking for new and innovative methods of 
training, Lionel took water polo at Boys High into a 
new era of fi tness and levels of competing. He was 
instrumental in introducing video analysis into the 
water polo and rugby coaching.

In 2008 Lionel took a group of water polo players, 
consisting mainly of fi rst team players over to Serbia 
for a development tour. The seeds were sown in 
an environment of world class water polo for an 
exciting number of seasons upon his return. St John’s 
had been dominating the water polo school scene at 
that stage for a number of years. With a number of 
close “losses” against this powerful St John’s team 
over a number of seasons, Lionel coached his team 
to an historic win in front of an ecstatic crowd in 
2010. Ultimately, 2010 will be remembered for the 68 
matches played by the fi rst team. 61 of the matches 
were won; 1 was drawn and there were only 6 losses 
– a fi tting tribute to the eff ort and considerable time 
that Lionel put into his coaching. 

Under his leadership the Boys High Water Polo 
Festival was established where a number of schools from 
around the country attend. Lionel’s close involvement 
with the provincial structures of the game led to his 
being appointed as the coach of the U14A, U16A and 
U19 A sides at various times. Under his watchful eye 
and skilful coaching over the years, 22 players were 
selected for national tournament teams, 7 SA School 
representatives, 2 SA University representatives and 1 
SA U20 representative was chosen. 

During his time at Boys High, Lionel met and 
married Taryn, using School House as their wedding 
venue. Lionel’s departure from Boys High came in 
the middle of 2011, when he was off ered a post at 
Hilton College in Natal. No doubt we will meet up 
with him at the various tournaments around the 
country as the years go by. He has left a rich legacy 
of motivating boys to reach their potential, a strong 
core of water polo and perhaps most enduring, the 
stories that surround him, of how he got things done! 
We wish him and Taryn many happy years at Hilton. 

Mark Smith
 

Lionel Randall
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Alex Junod
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Alex is an old boy of PBHS having matriculated in 
1984 before studying for a BSc degree at Rhodes 
University. After completing National Service, he 
joined the staff  in 1990 as a mathematics teacher. Alex 
proved to be an outstanding teacher of the subject 
and this coupled with his excellent organisational 
abilities resulted in his appointment as the Head of 
Subject in 2000.

Alex involved himself in many facets of the 
school outside of the classroom. Because of his skill 
as an angler, Alex shared this passion with boys by 
way of the school’s Angling Club, with its members 
being treated to numerous fi shing trips, both coastal 
and freshwater. Alex kept detailed records of all 
catches both photographically and in a logbook, 
something which helped to encourage a healthy 
competitiveness among the boys.

Another outside activity in which Alex would 
play a major role was in organising the annual Form 
IV camp to the school farm outside Waterval Onder. 
Meticulous attention to detail ensured that these 
camps ran like clockwork, with boys being exposed 
to a diverse range of activities that included hikes, 
an obstacle course, shooting and even cooking.

In 1997 Alex took a year’s unpaid leave to teach at 
St Pauls Collegiate in Hamilton, New Zealand. This 
was an enriching experience and allowed Alex to be 
part of the Tehoi environmental school on the shores 
of Lake Taupo. Greatly inspired by the concept of 
giving pupils the chance to undergo schooling for a 
few months in an unspoilt rural area, Alex returned 
to South Africa with the hope that a local equivalent 
could be established. Consequently Alex’s parents, 
Francois and Sheila, purchased a farm, Maretlwane, 
at Castle Gorge in the Western Magaliesberg 
and indicated their willingness to donate this to 
Boys High if a Bush School modelled on the New 
Zealand example could be established and run as 
a permanent part of PBHS. As it became apparent 
that Alex was probably the only person who could 
make this vision a reality, the school allowed him to 
relinquish his PBHS duties and to establish the Bush 
School from scratch. This was a massive undertaking 
as there was virtually no infrastructure on the farm 
and staff , both teaching and support, would have to 
be recruited. With funding from the school, a pilot 
project was launched and from 2006 small groups of 
boys from Form II had the opportunity to spend a 
term at the Bush School rather than at the main Boys 
High campus. This was a unique initiative among 
state schools in South Africa.

Although Bush School boys were still taught 
most subjects (often under trees or with their 

feet in a mountain stream) the main emphasis of 
the experience was to expose boys to the natural 
environment in such a manner that they would 
develop a new appreciation of its beauty and fragility. 
The school was also intended to teach solid values 
relating to working with other pupils, enjoying 
one’s own company, developing spirituality and 
self discipline. This was achieved through an array 
of activities at Maretlwane and the environs that 
included hikes in the Magaliesberg Mountains; 
boating on Hartbeespoort Dam; day trips to game 
farms and conservation work on the farm itself. No 
boy came away from the Bush School experience 
without a more balance perspective on life and 
insights into what can be gained from time spent 
outside of the modern urban environment. As head 
of the Bush School, Alex found it very rewarding to 
see successfully implemented the programme that 
he devised. There were also personal rewards as 
Alex met Les Richardson when she was employed 
as a member of staff  at the Bush School, and they 
subsequently married.

Sadly, the Bush School proved to be fi nancially 
unsustainable as one catering only for a limited 
number of Form II boys and in 2011 the decision 
was taken to close the Maretlwane Bush School. 
Alex has decided to pursue the original vision for 
Maretlwane as a private venture. We wish Alex all 
of the best in this undertaking and salute his many 
years of quality service to Boys High.

JW Illsley

Tribute to Alex Junod
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Richard Köhne & Taryn Randall
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Mr Richard Köhne was a Business Studies teacher 
for most of his time at PBHS. He was also involved 
in Physical Education and even a week of EMS. His 
biggest passion was, without doubt, his love of sport. 
He was involved in coaching Cricket in the summer 
season and Rugby in the winter season. He also 
pioneered a new position in 2011 as the Director of 
Rugby Coaching. He was also a very loyal member 
of Rissik House where he lived for 7 years. During 
those 7 years he got married to his wife Kate and 
had a son Dax. The 3 of them made up a big part of 
the Rissik family and will be missed tremendously.

Richard has taken up a post as Director of Sport at 
Crawford College in La Lucia, Durban North, KZN. 
He will also be teaching Business Studies at Crawford. 

As we got to know Richard, we realized he had the 
desire to improve and challenge himself on an ongoing 
basis. Hence, his move on to Crawford College in KZN. 

Richard was a very sociable character and made 
sure that he was involved in all the staff  activities 
that took place in and around the school. He was 
part of the Staff  action cricket team, the annual 
internal staff  cricket match and, ultimately, the staff  
touch rugby team. He also got involved in the Bulls 
coaching circles and coached an U16 Craven week 
team and became a Bulls coaching instructor in his 
free time. As a youngster he played rugby for the 

Natal Wildebeest side until he picked up a career 
ending shoulder injury. Needless to say, he has an 
excellent knowledge of the game and loved to share 
it with the boys.

Richard, we do hope that it goes well in KZN and 
that you will achieve your dreams, make a positive 
diff erence and survive the humidity down in 
Durban. We will miss you and are looking forward 
to meeting you again on the sports fi elds of KZN.

Mike Smuts
Housemaster: Rissik House

Tribute to Taryn Randall
Mrs Taryn Randall served on the teaching staff  at 
Boys High in the Life Sciences Department for a 
period of fi ve years. Quiet and reserved by nature, 
Mrs Randall made a signifi cant impact on the 
school in her short stay through her dedication to 
the task at hand and her devotion to the boys. She 
cared deeply about her work and about those in her 
care, always going the extra mile for her boys. Her 
classwork was always meticulously done and she 
was known amongst her colleagues as one whose 
work was always well covered and one who would 
help out if needed.

Mrs Randall was an excellent house Tutor who 
went out of her way to take an active interest in 
the boys. In addition to her work in the class, Mrs 
Randall was heavily involved in sport, particularly 
Water Polo, where she not only coached and 
managed her own team but also performed most 
of the administrative tasks for the entire sport. Her 
support for her husband, Mr Lionel Randall, as Head 
of Water Polo, was superb and much of the success 
of the sport has been due to the Randall team.

She was a wonderful member of staff  whose calm 
nature, ready smile and helpful attitude was well 

known to all who had the pleasure of working with 
her. Mrs Randall left us to join her husband in his 
new position at Hilton College and we wish her all 
the very best. Her impact on the school has been 
signifi cant and we are extremely grateful to her for 
all she did.

A D Reeler
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Karin Bezuidenhout
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STribute to Karin Bezuidenhout
Karin Bezuidenhout joined the staff  of Boys High in 
2003 after completing her BA Fine Arts (Hons). Over 
the course of the next nine years, she would devote 
herself fully to the school and to the Art Department 
in particular. The quality of her work was recognised 
through her appointment as Head of Art in 2008, a 
position she held up until her resignation at the end 
of 2011. 

Ms Bezuidenhout cares deeply about the school 
and about her subject. She worked with the Art Club 
and Graffi  ti Society and was an integral part of the Art 
Workshops where many students were able to explore 
their passion for art in the afternoons and evenings. 

Ms Bezuidenhout speaks of many moments in 
her time at Boys High that will remain special to 
her: connecting with Tutor groups, having visits 
from Old Boys, Inter-House galas, listening to the 
boys singing the school song, painting workshops, 
spending time with Eduardo Villa when he donated 
a sculpture to the school and generally working with 
the eccentric personalities that often exist in the art 
world, both in the school and out.

We will miss Karin’s ready smile and her 

willingness to help where needed. She is passionate 
about teaching art and about working with 
young minds, particularly seeing the growth and 
development of boys through the teenage years. She 
leaves us to take up a new challenge and we wish 
her well and thank her for all she has done for our 
school these past nine years.

A D Reeler
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Abernethy House
Senior Housemaster: Mr M Badenhorst
Tutors: Form I: Mrs E Cook
 Form II: Ms K Bezuidenhout
 Form III: Mr O Field
 Form IV: Ms S Heuer
 Form V: Mrs A van Straten
Head Prefect: Tyran Moraites
Deputy: Justin Marsh
Prefects: Wesley de Jager
 Jason Hassett
 Chad Moraites
 Shuichi Tabei
 Duan Swart
 Daniel van der Merwe

I am writing this as the proud Abernethy Head 
Prefect for 2011 I can clearly recall standing in front 
of all my fellow Abernethians (teachers included) 
at the beginning of the year and sharing with you 
my vision for this year. I clearly remember that I 
knew my vision had become our vision when I had 
completed my opening speech. This excited and 
motivate me and I know this year was going to be 
one of the best thus far for Abernethy House.

This year has been a year where Abernethy House 
has not only prospered in the academic fi eld but also 
on the sports fi eld. It is as a proud Abernethian that 
we look back on this year of 2011 in which we have 
grown in all spheres.

Abernethy has progressed strongly and quickly 
this year. We excelled in our sport, work and play 
and it was a proud moment when we won the Inter-

House Soccer Cup at the end of the year. It was a 
thrilling fi nish ending in a penalty shoot-out, which 
left not only the Abernethy boys cheering wildly, 
but parents as well. We introduced the House cross 
country runs once more which also encouraged unity 
and discipline and was enjoyed by all. Each and 
every Abernethian participated fully throughout the 
year from Form 1 to Form V.

We have shared so many emotions together from total 
elation to disappointment and passion for what it means 
to be an Abernethian. These experiences have bonded and 
strengthened us and in so doing, assisted the Abernethy 
boys and the Form Vs in our various leadership positions. 
This experience will surely prepare and equip us all for 
the future years to come and specifi cally now, for the 
leaving Form V group of 2011.

I hope and trust that the momentum that we 
have built as a house will not die but reach an ever-
increasing velocity, which grows and strengthens 
us to place Abernethy House where it should be, as 
NUMBER ONE.

Finally, I want to thank Mr Badenhorst and all the 
Abernethy teachers who stood by us and supported 
us through thick and thin and with whom we could 
chat and really share our lives. A big thank you to all 
my House Prefects for the excellent assistance that 
I received from all of them. Lastly, thank you to all 
the boys of Abernethy House and for the eff ort and 
support you gave me and our team.

Till we meet again.

Tyran Moraites

Front Row L–R: D van der Merwe, D Swart, W De Jager, T Moraites (head of House), Mrs A van Straten (tutor), J Marsh (Deputy Head of 
House), S Tabei, C Moraites, T Hasset 

Second Row L–R: J Coetzee, J Hart, C Kabeya, M da Silva, K Wilson, R Rippon, J du Preez, V van Niekerk
Back Row L–R: Mr M  Badenhorst (housemaster), G Ndlovu, C van Wyk, T Mothibe, V Nombikela, R Faisca, S Sibanyoni, M Siyasiya, K , Senne

Form V Group
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Arcadia House
Senior Housemaster: Mr C MacDonald
Tutors: Form I: Mrs L Georgiades
 Form II: Mr C Dowra
 Form III: Ms A McLaren
 Form IV: Mr N Loupos
 Form V: Mrs K Stenos
Head Prefect: Murray Coetzee
Deputy: Dupré Nell
Prefects: Katlego Bambo
 Ferdi Louw
 Mahao Mahao
 Karabo Mathosa
 Michael Schumann
 Daniel Truter

2011 got off  to a fl ying start. Before the start of the year, 
we took the prefects away for a night on a team building 
exercise. This ignited a spark in the prefects that was so 
contagious that it spread into the rest of the house right 
from the fi rst day of term. The year traditionally starts 
with the Inter-House Gala. With the bitter memory of 
coming tenth last year, we set about the diffi  cult task 
of building spirit in the house. We only had a week 
in which to do it, but the spirit was raised to such an 
extent that the boys realised their potential and came 
fourth at the event, defeating no fewer than two of the 
three boarding houses. This outstanding improvement 
set the tone for a very successful year, a year which saw 
Arcadia doing very well overall and winning no fewer 
than four Inter-House events, namely senior squash, 
the junior hockey, the senior debating and the junior 
water polo events.
What I also found very encouraging this year was 
there was immense enthusiasm when it came to 

Inter-House events. Gone are the days of struggling 
to get players down to participate, for now we not 
only have a full team participating, but also a full 
bench supporting. To the boys who participated and 
did well, I am extremely proud of you and grateful 
for your eff orts, but to those of you who supported 
the house and sat on the bench more than you played, 
I salute you. It shows great character to support in 
this manner and I encourage you to continue to fl y 
the Arcadia fl ag high in the future.
A great house is made up of not only great boys 
but also great staff . We sadly took leave of two of 
these great staff  members in Mrs Elma Dreyer earlier 
this year and Mr Ockie Vermeulen at the end of 
the year. Their contribution to Arcadia House over 
the years has been greatly appreciated. As a house 
we are blessed to have very supportive and staff , 
who quietly get on with the job at hand behind the 
scenes. I thank all the Arcadia House staff  members 
for all the hard work this year and for making 2011 
such a success. I would also like to thank the 2011 
prefect group who kept the passion burning, right 
to the end. It is they who ensure that our boys are 
happy and that their many other prefect duties are 
attended to.
2011 heralded an age in Arcadia House where 
the boys truly started to believe in themselves. 
Where they started to understand that if they want 
something badly enough and are willing to put in 
the eff ort, it can be done. I hope that the momentum 
built up in 2011 will jettison Arcadia House into 2012 
and to new heights of success.

C MacDonald

Front Row L–R: K Bambo, K Mathosa, D Truter, M Coetzee, Mrs K Stenos (tutor), Mr C MacDonald (Housemaster), M Schurmann, 
M Mahao, F Louw 

Second Row L–R: T Swakamisa, S Qanya, P Stegmann, L Nienaber, K Royds, A Bakker, D Fogg, L Wolf, D Thomaz, R Kirsten, A Bukenya.
Back Row L–R: J Spiessens, C van der Velden, D Le Roux, D Reynders, R Vermaas, A van der Laan, D Swart, J Mashiri, C Davis, R Dendar, D Swanepoel. 

Absent: M Jacobs, D Nell, L Petersen.

Form V Group
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Armstrong House
Senior Housemaster: Mr P Franken
Tutors: Form I: Mrs D Albers
 Form II: Ms A Bolduc
 Form III: Mr A de Kock
 Form IV: Mr C Fowler
 Form V: Mrs T Millar
Head Prefect: Max Calitz
Deputy: Cullen Botes
Prefects: Ian Currie
 Jason Jennings
 Matthew Lombard
 Marco Tubb
 Jamie van Coller
 Marno Zietsman

2011 symbolised a year of growth and success for 
Armstrong House. The house stamped its mark as 
a prestigious and competitive house within the Boys 
High arena.

The year kicked off  on a serious high with a 
dominant fi rst place performance at the annual 
Inter-House gala. The combination of the fantastic 
performance from our swimmers and the 
wholehearted support from the boys brought the 
house together and really set the tone for the rest of 
the year, The newly introduced dayboy house runs 
got the boys fi t and agile. The commitment from the 
boys led to a well-deserved fourth place fi nish in the 
annual Inter-House cross country. In the latter part 
of the year the boys performed well in Inter-House 
rugby and athletics. Culturally, the house had a very 
prominent performance at the Play Festival and 

Inter-House chess competition. All the boys can be 
proud of themselves and should be acknowledged 
for the key role they played in the House’s high 
standard of performance. It was a rarity to hear 
Armstrong fi nish outside the top fi ve places.

The success of the house in 2011 can be directly 
linked to its Housemaster and Tutors. Mr Franken 
was a competitive Housemaster and a role model 
to all the boys, taking of his time to improve the 
House where possible. Mrs Millar must be thanked 
for her compassion and organisation as the matric 
tutor. Through her guidance the matrics were able 
to make the most of the year. The rest of the tutors 
must also be thanked for giving of their time at all 
the House activities and for making the job of all the 
House Prefects so easy.

The leaving matrics must be admired for their 
unparalleled dedication and passion for the House 
over the past fi ve years. They gave of their time to 
better the House and always wanted what was best 
for Armstrong. They will all be proud old boys of 
both Armstrong House and Pretoria Boys High. It 
was indeed an honour to have been surrounded 
by such a great group of gentlemen and to lead 
Armstrong House.

I know the future is bright for Armstrong House. To 
the boys that remain I wish you the best of luck in your 
future years to come. Don’t settle for what you have 
achieved; strive for something greater and in so doing 
Armstrong will keep moving from strength to strength.

Max Calitz

Front Row L–R: M Tubb, J van Coller, J Jennings, M Calitz, Mrs T Millar, C Botes, M Zietsman, M Lombard, I Currie.
Second Row L–R: L Capriati, D Nguyen, N Lazarides, M Staff ord, M Tsatsi, K Jooste, M Malan, D Valster, A Taderera. 

Third Row L–R: L Ganswyk, M Masoek, A Dlulane, J van Wyk, M Staff ord, N Ayob,T Filippis, T Greyling. 
Back Row L–R: Mr M Franken, A Primmer, M Chauke, P Uys, J Muchenje, D Terry.
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Hofmeyr House
Senior Housemaster:  Mr J Tucker
Tutors Form V: Mr Rust
 Form IV: Mrs Baptiste
 Form III: Mr Noonan
 Form II: Mr Ewart-Phipps
 Form I: Mrs Floor
Head of House: Martin Davis
Deputy: Hano van der Merwe
Prefects: Alister Davis
 Maziya Maepa
 Nicholas Steyn
 De Wet Taljaart
 Michael Leask
 Pearson Pretoruis 

If you asked anyone how they would to determine 
the success of a day boy house, fi rst answer you will 
get is “look at inter-house results…”

 Well, let’s look at the results of Hofmeyr House 
for 2011. We achieved a fi rst place, in Table Tennis 
for the 2nd consecutive year. The team consisted 
of Micahel Ingham, Kyle Gaunt, Shaquil Suttan, 
Ruixaun Qi and Tobie Bester We also achieved three 
3rd places in the Swimming Gala, Senior Climbing 
and Junior Basketball. Overall Hofmeyr House came 
in top 5 in ten events out of possible 22.

In addition to the excellent sporting results, 
Hofmeyr House received the award for Best Play. 
The award for Best Directors was given to JJ van 
Niekerk and Dewet Taljaart, Best Actor to Shaun 
Mashlungu and Best Actress to Michael Leask. 

The success of the House is not only determined 

by inter-house events.
There were several other activities that made 

Hofmeyr House stand out about the rest. Some of 
these activities included, indoor soccer day that was 
successfully organized by the Form IIIs. Another 
event unique to Hofmeyr House was the Leadership 
Conference that was held to prepare the current 
Form IV’s for the leadership roll next year. On this 
occasion MR Ewart-Phipps and Jason Webber, Head 
of House in 2008 addressed the boys about what it 
means to be a matric pupil. 

During the annual International day, a day on 
which every house collected money for charity 
by selling eats and drinks, Hofmeyr House had 
a very successful cake sale and collected the most 
money of any house. All boys must be thanked and 
congratulated on their contribution to charity.

Lastly, the boys themselves are testament of 
the success of the House. The boy’s academic 
performance, behaviour and attitude contributed to 
Hofmeyr House being one of the top Houses at PBHS.

If this positive attitude is sustained, Hofmeyr 
House will be sure to excel in the future.

A huge thank you must be given to the House Staff , 
because without them none of these achievements 
would have been possible. A special thanks must 
be given to Mrs Donaldson and Mr Rust for their 
contribution to the House as Mrs Donaldson is 
retiring and Mr Rust is leaving us to take up a 
position in Rissik House. We wish them both well.

Jocelyn Tucker

Front Row L–R: M Leask, A Davis, M Maepa, M Davis (Head of House), Mr H Rust (Tutor), H van der Merwe, D Taljaard, N Steyn, P Pretorius. 
Second Row L–R: C Sim, S Chen, L de Villiers, G Pietersen, D Moult, I Mohungoo, G Lötter, N Moloi, S Mahlangu, K Krishnan. 

Third Row L–R: B Elliott, L Gultig, K Dellar, R van den Berg, D Barnes, P Qwalela, N Kruys, B Mkwanazi, J Evangelou. 
Back Row L–R: J Annadale, R Rungasamy, P Randall, L Mkhabela, Mr J Tucker (Housemaster).
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Matheson House
Senior Housemaster: Mrs A Matthews 
Tutors: Form I: Mrs Naude
 Form II: Mrs Muller
 Form III: Mr Anderson
 Form IV: Mr Van Reenen
 Form V: Mr Dorlas
Head Prefect:  Marnus Ehlers
Deputy:  Richard Oldnall
Prefects: Calvin Craig
 Jurgen Jacobs
 Aqil Jeenah
 Vuyo Mabuntana
  Simphiwe Skosana
  Andre Retief

When I think back over the past fi ve years we have 
spent in Matheson House, there is one passage that 
sums it up entirely: Ecclesiastes 3:4, and the part that 
stands out the most is “A time to weep, and a time to 
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance.”

Together we went through ups and downs. We 
wept, laughed, mourned and danced, and the hard 
times we had in Form 1 eventually paid off . This year 
we had the pleasure of taking younger boys under 

our wings. We taught them how to get involved and 
appreciate this school.

The part that I will always remember is the fact 
that no matter if you played a fi rst team sport or 
had honours for academics, when it came down 
to any Inter-House activity, every single person in 
Matheson House would grab his friend next to him, 
and shout as loud as possible for our House.

The passion and loyalty every boy had, was 
refl ected on their faces when we sang the famous 
“MATHESON SOLDIER” war-cry.

I thank Mrs. Matthews for being a wonderful role 
model. She led and guided us by example, and this 
is the essence of an outstanding leader. She taught 
all of us valuable lessons and we thank her for this 
experience. 

To all the tutors we had the privilege of meeting 
and working with over the past fi ve years, to all the 
house prefects and all the matrics, thanks for making 
our fi ve years very special.

Future Matheson boys; wear the Matheson shirt 
with pride and always fl y our maroon fl ag high.

Marnus Ehlers

Front Row L–R: S Skosana, V Mabuntana, J Jacobs, M Ehlers, Mrs A Matthews (Housemaster), R Oldnall, A Retief, C Craig, A Jeenah. 
Second Row L–R: P de Gois, M Cohen, M Nunes, T Mvusi, S Notutela, J Keppler, C Singh, W Eybers, A Marques. 

Third Row L–R: Mr H Dorlas (Tutor), K Mabotja, J Botha, A Letsholonyane, C Lalonde, M Russell, D Barthorpe, D Morris, B Anderson. 
Back Row L–R: A Dreyer, J Freel.
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Rissik House
Senior Housemaster: Mr M Smuts
Tutors: Form I: Mr R O’Donoghue
 Form II: Mr J Page
 Form III: Mr D Botha
 Form IV: Mr R Köhne
 Form V: Mr M Smuts
Head Prefect: Jordan Leppan
Deputy: Joshua Nel
Prefects: David Clark
 Bongani Maqutyana
 Gaolese Moroeng
 Ben Rath
 Ethan van der Walt

Life at Rissik House has been a very exciting one in 
2010. It started off  with a couple of ‘speed bumps’ in 
the form of some sensitive ‘Boss-skiv’ issues but we 
soon brushed them aside and our Inter-House Play 
confi rmed the fact that we are not only a sporting 
house. Greg Lavagna’s directorship of ‘Maczeff ’ – A 
modern Macbeth – earned Rissik House a second 
place position but in the hearts of the Rissik boys it 
should have taken the gold medal.

Rissik House performed admirably in the magical 
Inter-House Gala but unfortunately we did not have 
our ‘fi sh scales’ on properly and most of our minds 
were probably still fi xated on the previous night’s 
activities – the infamous car-denting, nose-breaking 
‘raids’ – with our neighbouring boarding houses.

When the school’s winter season began we 
had a number of our Rissik boys representing the 
A-teams across the board. The 1st XV rugby side was 
captained by none other than Katlego Maake, who 
led by a magnifi cent example. But it was not only 
the 1st side which was led by a Rissik boy, the 2nds and 
3rds were led onto Brooks Field by Sean van Niekerk 
and Max von Johannides respectively.

Our rugby potential reaped rewards when it 
came to Inter-House competition and our Juniors 
gave their best but were not quite able to come away 

with fi rst place but our Seniors showed them how it 
should be done, by coming away with the trophy!

It is clear Rissik House is very skilful when it comes 
to balls because, besides our top Inter-House rugby 
results, our Inter-House soccer team showed glimpses 
of World Cup skills, and were able to reign victorious!

Later in the year, we once again showed how 
well rounded Rissik is, defying the stereotype 
about boarders only being able to play rugby and 
eat like machines, when we came second in the 
senior debating, our Juniors won the climbing and 
we shared combined victory (with Solomon) in the 
athletics. The athletics was a real nail-biting aff air 
that went down to the last relay.

Despite all Rissik’s top results throughout the 
year, we also went through periods of sadness when 
two Form 1 boys lost their dads. Death is always a 
hard thing to cope with, especially for young teenage 
boys who are looking to their fathers for guidance 
but the way that every Rissik boy has helped these 
two Form 1’s and given them all of their love and 
support has cemented the fact that this place is not 
only a house, but rather a home as well!

When it comes to individual performances, Dylan 
Jacobs, who was one of the stars of our athletics 
victory, represented our house and the country at 
the Youth Olympics and did us all proud by coming 
fourth. Joshua Nel helped the Northern Gauteng 
climbing team to victory at the South African 
championships held in Durban.

Looking back, 2010 was an amazing year and it has 
been a privilege to have spent it at Rissik House. We 
have had our fair share of problems and moments of 
sadness but they have been over-shadowed by the 
joy and happiness each boy has experienced while 
in the House and the problems have only served as 
a means of making us a tighter knit family ,or as we 
like to say – a brother of legends!!

Jordan Leppan

Front Row L–R: M Mhuruyengwe, R Collins, K Mafulako, D Jacobs, D O’Grady, W Eve, G Colin, M Choane, S Dunlop. 
Second Row L–R: G Jones, K Wylie, T Shimwell, G McFarlane, T McFadyen, B Roux, R Els, S Erasmus. 

Back Row L–R: N Fitchat, D Sixel, J Chamberlain, K Golden, A Freer, Mr M Smuts.
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School House
Senior Housemaster: Mr D Harvey
Tutors: Form I: Mr J Cook
 Form II: Mr C Fielding
 Form III: Mr J Kelly
 Form IV: Mr C Smit
 Form V: Mr D Harvey
Head Prefect: Conor Gallagher
Deputy: Gareth Hudson
Prefects: David Fisher
 Kioki Mbithi
 Taylor Peters
 James Storey
 Gareth Sutherland
 Jan-Louis van den Berg

2011 was a very successful and memorable year for 
School House. I was once again privileged to witness 
the boys’ unprecedented passion for the house and 
their strong competitive spirit. This culminated in 
the house registering many outstanding results in 
the Inter-House competitions, a few of which are as 
follows: 

1st Athletics, Senior Cross-Country, Junior Rugby, 

Junior Debating
2nd Junior Squash, Play Festival
I would like to thank the prefects who under the 

capable leadership of Conor Gallagher served the 
house well. In fact the matric group as a whole need 
to be commended for the role they played in leading 
the house. They truly led from the front and set a 
fi ne example of “purple pride and passion”. To the 
dedicated masters – what a great team! Thank you 
for your loyal support and your continuous eff orts t 
o make School House a better place.

School House is in a good place at the moment 
and we will continue to strive to be the best that we 
can be. The camaraderie and positive energy in the 
house is exciting to see and at the moment it seems 
to be spilling over into many areas of the boys’ lives.

It is an honour to be the Senior Housemaster of 
such a wonderful house. We look forward to an even 
better 2012. 

School House – Boys we came, men we leave, we 
have learnt to love.

Dan Harvey

Front Row L–R: S L Levitt, D Fisher, J Storey, G Hudson, Mr D Harvey, C Gallagher, G Sutherland, T Peters, K Mbithi. 
Second Row L–R: M Clur, M Sebokolodi, R Dewes, D Broughton, W Gouws, B James, W Cronje, T Mngadi, R de Graaf.

Back Row L–R: A Addinall, J van den Berg, L Sekgobela, K van Staden, R More O’Ferrall.
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Solomon House
Senior Housemaster:  Mr M Smith
Tutors:  FormI: Mr J Webber
 Form II: Mr W Koekemoer
 Form III: Mr K Petje
 Form IV: Mr R Blackmore
 Form V: Mr M Smith
Head Prefect:  Shaun Ray
Deputy:  Tayla Corney
Prefects: Rossouw de Waal
 Thorgny Fjastad
 Chad Gailey
 Dylan Hayes
 Keamo Konopi
 Dominic Korb   

2011 was an exciting year for Solomon House and I 
believe we succeeded in achieving another fi ne year 
fi lled with pride, passion and camaraderie.

Although we did not win as many inter-house 
events as we would have liked to, the manner in which 
the boys conducted themselves during the various 
events is a source of pride. Their never say die attitude 
and love for the house was visible for all to see during 
the events. The events that we won were the Senior 
Boys Hockey and the Senior Boys Water Polo. 

We are particularly proud of James Gardiner who 
was selected to the South African Schools Polo team, 
Devin Murray who was selected to climb in Austria for 
the South African U17 team and Rijn Hartman who is 

in Form II and was awarded Honours for Athletics. 
Solomon House is a special place to live in and 

we are lucky to receive the luxuries which we do. 
These luxuries would not be possible if it wasn’t for 
the work of the Parents Committee who did another 
great job in raising funds for the house this year. 
The boys are extremely grateful for all the work and 
eff ort put in by the parents.

The house was superbly led by the matrics and the 
example which they set both on the sports fi eld and 
around the school was a true inspiration for the rest of 
the house. It was an extremely talented matric group 
which had boys succeeding in all spheres of life. A 
number of the matrics received colours in academics, 
cultural and sport. I believe this fi ltered through into 
the rest of the house and I would like to thank the rest 
of the house for the passion and commitment which 
they showed throughout the year.

Finally, I would like to thank all the housemasters 
for the all the work they did throughout the year 
to ensure that the high standards which we set at 
Solomon House were maintained. 

I would like to wish the boys of Solomon house 
2012 good luck and I hope that you will continue to 
strive for success next year. May you take Solomon 
House to new heights and leave it in better condition 
than when you received it. “Only the Brave”

Shaun Ray

Front Row L–R: T Fjästad, K Konopi, D Hayes, T Corney, S Ray (Head of House), R de Waal, C Gailey, D Korb. 
Second Row L–R: G Smuts, T Marais, M McLaggan, L Ridgway, T Sanders, J Gardiner, M Mgangira, B van Zyl, M Spence. 

Back Row L–R: Mr M Smith (Housemaster), N Fryer, J Tunnell, K Pastor, K Pretorius, D Jacobs, T Lombard.
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Sunnyside House
Housemaster: D. Wright
Tutors: Fom I: M. Moodley 
 Fom II: H. Coetzee
 Fom III: S. Ward
 Fom IV: L. Randall
 Fom V: D. Roode
Head of House: R. Beckwith
Deputy Head of House: L. Parker
House Prefects: M. Boegman
 T. Chauke
 M. Frayne
 J. Lekalakala
 T. Masihleho
 T. Williams

Another year fl ew by in 2011 and Sunnyside House 
once again proved that it is one of the dayboy houses 
to be reckoned with. In terms of the Inter-house 
competition, we held our own against the other 
houses with solid performances all round, including 
an excellent 7th place in the Athletics (missing 6th 
place by 1 point and getting out of the bottom 2 
places for the fi rst time in 8 years!). Without taking 
anything away from those awesome boys who came 
out and gave their all for the house at any time they 
were needed, it is such a pity that the majority of the 
boys prefer to lurk in the shadows and hide away, 
rather than step forward and take part.

The Form I group must get an honourable 
mention. They took on every Social Outreach 
challenge laid down with determination and not 
only made Mrs Donaldson and Mrs Cooks' outreach 
programme coff ers that much fuller, but did so with 
humility, never expecting anything in return. Those 
who made that extra eff ort are true Boys High boys.

In terms of staff , we said goodbye to Mr Lionel 
Randall at the end of July. He had joined the staff  of 
Sunnyside House at the start of 2010. His enthusiasm 
and passion was unrivalled and he had this amazing 
knack of getting the best out of his tutor group. We wish 
him well in his new venture in the KZN Midlands. Mr 
Kai McEvoy also left us at the end of July. He joined us 
in 2010 from Town House and we wish him all the best 
in his new career. Mrs Sheri Ward says her farewell as a 
tutor and will take on a role of pastoral care supervisor 
within the house. Mr Mornay van Zyl will be moving 
into the Sport Administration Department on a full 
time basis and we thank him for his support.

Last, but not least, I will be stepping down as 
Senior Housemaster and Mr Mervin Moodley will 
fi ll this position in 2012. I have had a wonderful six 
years in charge of Sunnyside House and wish the 
boys and Mr Moodley all the best as they move 
forward next year.

D. Wright

Front Row L–R: K Matseba, M Frayne, M Boegman, R Beckwith, Mrs D Roode, L Parker, T Chauke, T Masihleho, J Lekalakala. 
Second Row L–R: J Moholoa, R Ncube, L Botes, M Kwon, V Jimlongoe, R Chuene, M Nel, G Dermirtzoglou, C Rosslee, M Mpofu, 

O Magodielo. 
Third Row L–R: D Mills, P Lubini, U Reyneke, Y Park, H Mijburgh, M Anderson, C Robinson, R Lawrie, T Lockhart, K Mogodielo.

Back Row L–R: S Mullins, A Kuyper, A Geldenhuys, Mr D Wright. 
Absent: R Bosman, J Hope, T Williams.
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Town House
Senior Housemaster: Dr J Lombard
Tutors: Form I: Mrs T Randall/Mrs M Petrou
 Form II: Ms C Parkin
 Form III: Mr P de Wet
 Form IV: Mr L Keeton
 Form V: Mrs A Theron
Head Prefect: Dylan Thomson
Deputy: Reinhardt Swart
Prefects: Gareth Cottrell
 Sheldon Crabtree
 Benjamin Lock
 Steven Purkis
 Chris Rolfe
 Justin Thomson

The year 2011 will be remembered as one of the most 
successful years for Town House in the recent past. 
The boys in the house excelled in all spheres of life 
at school and did themselves and their house proud. 
In the Inter-House competitions for the year, Town 
House fi nished in the top three positions in no less 
than eleven of the twenty-two competitions. The 
Junior Squash, Senior Chess and Climbing teams 
won their respective competitions. The sporting 
highlight of the year was undoubtedly fi nishing 
fourth in the Inter-House athletics competition.

On the academic side the house introduced a new 
academic improvement award this year. These awards 
were made to the boy in each tutor group who showed 
the biggest improvement in marks between Term 1 
and Term 2. Bertus Malan was the Form V Dux Scholar 
for the 2011 academic year and several matriculants 
were awarded subject prizes and school awards at the 

Valedictory Service.
The current environment in Town House is one in 

which the boys take pride in representing their house. 
This is only possible due to the hard work of the tutors, 
prefects and matric group as a whole. The house has 
been blessed with a group of tutors who genuinely care 
for the boys and as such the boys have been co-operative 
in all regards. We said farewell to a much loved and 
long-serving tutor, Mrs Tarryn Randall this year. She will 
be missed and remembered for her kindness and older 
sister role that she performed with the previous fi ve 
Form I tutor groups. A special word of thanks must go 
to Mrs Marina Petrou who took over from Mrs Randall.

Dylan Thomson and his prefects were superb. They 
led the house with maturity and their non-threatening 
style of leadership got the best out of the boys in the 
house. The matrics as a group were a good example to 
the rest of the house. They were a relaxed group who 
treated their skivs with respect and care and as such 
have managed to create an environment of belonging 
and peace in the house. They were loyal Boys High 
boys to the very end and we salute them for this.

To maintain the momentum that the house has 
gathered in the recent past, all in Town House will 
have to re-commit themselves to the house in 2012. 
The group of tutors that will take care of the boys next 
year is strong and the newly appointed prefects are 
passionate about the house and have a strong work 
ethic. I believe that Town House has the opportunity to 
achieve great things next year if we conduct ourselves 
in a similar manner as was done in 2011.

Johan Lombard

Front Row L–R: P Chirappurathu, G Cottrell, S Purkis, B Lock, J Thomson, D Thomson, R Swart, C Rolfe, S Crabtree, P Roos, K Gopee. 
Second Row L–R: M Mokwatedi, K Leask, B Malan, J Kawanga, D Mapongwana, J Lume, C Jensen,C Milton. 

Third Row L–R: D van Wyk, J Naidoo, R McGregor, C Lindeque, D Smith, T Ntsabiso, Mrs A Theron. 
Back Row L–R: Dr Johan Lombard, D Lotriet, C Schwabe, B Ruszkowski, S Baggeröhr, O Kau.

Form V Group
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As I was still legless in February, Mrs Penny 
Vlag chaired the fi rst matric dance meeting 
of 2011 and instead of the parents voting 

for a theme, I received a list of suggestions from the 
parents, leaving it to me to decide on the 2011 theme. 
I thought it was time to expand our horizons and 
move to the exotic East for a change. And I liked the 
idea of having to choose the theme as it would keep 
the theme under wraps until the invitations went 
out. The theme apparently was not met by the boys 
with great enthusiasm. As was the previous year’s. 
The poor 2010 lovelies have mostly never heard of 
the greatest horse race in history: Ascot. I often wish 
that I could give the boys a glimpse of what goes on 
inside my head so that they can get as excited as I 
am about the theme. Nevertheless they were invited 
to “an evening in Shanghai” and it was “all aboard 
China here we come”! I personally loved the “races 
at Ascot”, a remnant of “My Fair Lady” from my 
theatre days, loved the colour scheme, love horses 
and one of my life long providers said it was the 
most beautiful dance Boys High had ever done. I, 
in my heart of hearts thought we would never top 
this dance as far as beauty and class were concerned. 
The thought of this somehow saddened me a little 
as there were boys in matric this year who were 
very special to me and I would have wanted to send 
them off  with a bang. As I said I didn’t think it was 
possible to top this but, I think we did, in a big way. 
The black, red and gold colour scheme did not look 
cheap but, rich. The fl owers were simple: spectacular 
red antheriums paired with gold bamboo, gold 
branches hung with beads and “cherry blossoms” 
with red roses, exquisite bronze dragons and Chinese 
men and women fl anked these arrangements. Black 
and red table linen covered the tables, gold under 
plates were used and all was lit by red candles set 
in “beds” of glittery black stones. The draping once 
again done by “Unlimited Events” was dramatic in 
black and red lit by thousands of fairy lights and all 
was “tied” together with a massive “chandelier” of 
red Chinese lanterns. From the moment of entering 
the parking area in front of the hall, the matrics and 
their lovely partners, were greeted by lots of fl aming 
torches, dramatic red and black velvet draping at the 
entrance to the hall and sky lanterns ascending into 
the night sky. In the foyer an incredibly beautiful 
gold dragon – made from wire, paper machè and 
leaves – with a “crown” of red fl owers was awaiting 
them. Once again one could see the hand of Shelley 

Male, an “old” Boys High mother and an artist with 
such fl air and style, could be seen in the fl owers and 
the dragon was just the crowning glory of her talent 
and craft men ship. To come back to the sky lanterns, 
for weeks before the dance, I started getting scraps 
of paper in from the matrics with prayers, dreams 
and wishes for their futures scribbled on it. In my 
mind’s eye I could see these being “off ered up to the 
gods” with hundreds of sky lanterns. These lanterns 
could be seen far and wide and I hope the “gods” 
will look favourably upon their dreams and that all 
their dreams may be realised. To top it all off , we 
organized ‘Lion dancers” and musicians to perform 
for the matrics just before the dance fl oor was opened 
to give them a glimpse of the Chinese culture and to 
entertain them while waiting for all the matrics to 
arrive. The food was, as always, brilliantly done by 
“Union Caterers”, the music kept them moving and 
I dare to say “a good time was had by all”. The dance 
would not have been the success it was without the 
fundraising eff orts of the parents and their hard 
work before and on the week-end of the dance. 
And on behalf of the matrics of 2011 we just want 
to raise a glass to these parents and say: “Thank you 
and well done!” And to all the matrics: “Wherever 
you go, go with all your heart”. And whatever you 
do, do it with all your heart whether it is studying 
for you fi nal exams, choosing and qualifying for a 
career, choosing a life partner, raising your children, 
living life. Good luck!

Amanda van Zyl
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The matric parents on the verge of releasing four of the more than two 
hundred sky lanterns
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The simple but exquisite table settings as seen from up close
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1.  Matthew Schiff  announced the arrival of each couple – loudly
2.  The entrance leading to the dance fl oor adorned with pillars, 

Buddhas and candles
3.  Jerry Spiessens and his beautiful partner dressed to kill for the occasion
4.  A backdrop with Chinese children providing a colourful background 

for the tables in the big foyer
5.  Flanked by beautiful young women the “boys” have every reason to 

look so satisfi ed with life. L–R: Marek Boegman, Sheldon Crabtree 
and Peter Roos

6.  The front of the school lit up by torches welcoming the arriving 
matrics and their partners

7.  The waiters before the dance – all bright-eyed and bushy-tailed. 
Back L–R: Corbin Bosch, Mathew Harris, Kyle Rorke, Stephan 
Dreyer and Matthew Hawken. Front: L–R: Jacques Kirstein, 
Matthew Schiff  and Keegan van Veenhuyzen

8.  Look at those shiny eyes! Peter Stegmann and his partner obviously 
enjoying the evening

9.  Maintaining tradition, the Greek boys entertaining the masses with 
their dancing

6
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8 9
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1.  The man behind 
it all, camp 
“supremo”, Mr 
Colin Fielding

2.  Arcadia House 
at the catapult 
shooting range

3.  Emerging from 
the “ottergat” 
on the obstacle 
course

4.  Arcadia House 
boys tackle the 
doughnut-eating 
challenge

5.  New boys on the 
obstacle course 
in the “School 
House forest”

6.  We survived! 
A muddy Form 
One group after 
completing the 
obstacle course 
and creating 
wash day 
nightmares!1

2
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1.  The Headmaster 
conducts the special 
Friday assembly for old 
boys of the 40 Year On 
group.

2.  “Forty Years On When 
Afar and Asunder …”

3.  Back at their alma 
mater after four 
decades, old boys at the 
Friday assembly

4.  The large group of old 
boys who attended the 
40 Year reunion

1 2
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Form III Science Expo

1.  George Bowmaker-Falconer 
and Kossy Obodozie did 
“solid” research.

2.  London Venter and Ryan 
Raubenheimer with a 
beautifully presented project 
on the possibility of bringing 
back the dinosaurs.

3.  Felix McGregor, Milan 
Swart and Gareth Fee with 
a research project on a very 
sporty theme.

4.  Ruben Scott, Curtly Lister, 
Dylan Goosen with a 
contentious topic.

1 2
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Address at the Remembrance Day Service on 11 November 2011, 
delivered by Captain Peter Eldon, South African Navy
The Headmaster of Pretoria Boys High school, Mr 
Reeler, Old Boys, members in Uniform, Teachers 
and Staff  of the School, Young men of Boys High, 
Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is both a privilege and an honour to have the 
opportunity to address you on R3membrance Day 
2011, a day that honours the dead, and pays tribute 
to the men who have died so that their neighbours 
might live without fear of aggression. Thank you 
very much for inviting me.

“Bombardment, barrage, curtain fi re, mines, 
gas, tanks, machine guns, hand grenades – words, 
words, words, but they hold the horror of the world”. 
This extract from Erich Remarque’s classic 
autobiographical novel All Quiet on the West Front, 
paints a vivid picture of the deplorable conditions 
faced by the men huddled in the trenches on the 
Western Front during the First World War – subject 
to continuous assault, day after day by weapons 
that were making their debut in war. As one French 
general said at Verdun, “three men and a machine 
gun can stop a battalion of heroes”. Four years 
from 1914 to 1918, of indescribably horrible trench 
warfare in which twenty thousand often died in 
a single day, over just a few yards of devastated 
territory where continuous artillery barrages 
uncovered and then buried the corpses of those 
not dragged back to the protection of the trenches, 
over and over again. Hundreds of kilometres of 
barbed-wire entanglements and trenches, home to 
tens of thousands of soldiers, the ground an almost 
constant sea of mud. Trenches, which separated 
enemy from enemy, by a no-man’s land that in 
some places was only a few metres across, where 
soldiers from the opposing sides could often seen 
each other.

Four years of devastation ended at the eleventh 
hour on the eleventh days of the eleventh month 
1918 when the guns eventually fell silent, the 
war was signed to an end and the living were 
left to count the cost. Down the lines and lines 
of trenches the bugle call for the final ceasefire 
passed from post to post in an endless eerie and 
poignant echo.

After four years of the chaos and the thundering 
noise of war the silence was profound.

Prior to the First World War Europe had enjoyed 
100 years of peace, but that peace had been 
torn asunder by a war that had proven to be so 
destructive that it was designated the Great War 
and as the war to end all wars. Names like Villers 

Bretonneau, the Somme and the Marne are part of 
a long list that attests to the horror of the theatre 
of war in the north of France, where the landscape 
still bears scars amidst the red poppies and the vast 
numerous cemeteries, seas of white crosses marking 
the fallen soldiers from this war. Those that died 
would not have done so in vain, and it is today on 
Poppy day ninety-three years later that we honour 
that memory.

Why do we remember them?
The Ode to Remembrance is drawn from a refl ection 

by Laurence Binyon, For the Fallen which was fi rst 
published in September 1914. The poem honoured 
the World War 1 British war dead of that time and, 
in particular, the British Expeditionary Force, which 
after only a few months of war on the developing 
Western Front already had high casualty rates, and 
was published when the Battle of the Marne where 
over fi ve hundred thousand men were killed or 
wounded, was foremost in people’s minds.

Over time, the third and fourth stanzas of the 
poem were claimed as a tribute to all casualties of 
war, regardless of state.

They went with songs to the battle, they were young.
Straight of limb, true of eyes, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted,
They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning.
We will remember them.

What does this speak to us today?
This school, your school, has a proud history of 

not only observing today, Remembrance Day as 
special, but has also been a part of the lives of a 
number of young men who served and died in the 
Great War and in the wars that have continued to be 
fought since then, regardless of it being the war to 
end all wars. The names of these young men will be 
read out today, a total of 135 whose young lives were 
ended too soon. 

Do let us just allow the names, which are carved 
in stone because someone cared, to merely fade 
away as they are read. They must not fade as the 
poppies, reminiscent of Flanders fi elds and the 
blood that was shed, that are so lovingly placed on 
war graves across the world today, fade and blow 
away.
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These names were once fl esh and blood, young 
and vibrant like you, young men who walked 
these grounds, left their sweat on the playing fi elds 
and jostled in the corridors as they moved from 
classroom to classroom – much like you do today. 
Their lives, as do yours, lay ahead of them, their 
dreams yet to be fulfi lled.

A young soldier on the front wrote in his journal, 
“… we were eighteen and had begun to love life and 
the world; and we had to shoot it to pieces. The fi rst 
bomb, the fi rst explosion, burst in our hearts. We are 
cut off  from activity, from striving, from progress. 
We believe in such things no longer, we believe in 
the war.”

It is perhaps one of the mysteries of Remembrance 
Day that, although in essence it commemorates death 
and the dead, it nonetheless speaks to us of youth. 
It speaks to us of countless young men and women, 
who lived and worked and played in a world at war, 
in a continent at war and in a country at war. Such 
a day speaks to us of the greatness of the human 
spirit and its enormous capacity to rise, sometimes 
apparently in direct proportion to the most terrible 
demands placed on it. General Ferdinand Foch, the 
Supreme Allied Commander on the Western Front 
recognised the power of the human spirit when he 
said that “the most powerful weapon on earth is the 
human soul on dire.” Arguably, he was recognising 
the power of commitment to an ideal that transcends 

the physical, the selfi sh, the now.
You young men may be asked to answer the 

call of country and service, and your response one 
believes – in the tradition of your school – will 
be for higher reasons, being the call of duty, love 
of freedom and love of country. Much like those 
who have served and died, you young men hold 
tremendous promise for the future of this country. 
You too are fi lled with bright ideas, high ideals and 
great courage and, if I may, enough sass to take on 
the world. Such are the qualities that will make you 
and this country great.

The military history of our country stretches from 
the streets we walk everyday to Flanders, North 
Africa, Italy, Korea, Namibia, Angola, Burundi, the 
DRC, Sudan where South Africans have fought for 
freedom, justice and a safer world. We have proven 
that our soldiers, sailors and airman are as good 
as any and regrettably have left our dead in many 
foreign fi elds. Sadly the world is not safer. Soon 
after the Second World War at a Remembrance Day 
Service much like today General Omar Bradley said 
the following about the world at the time, “Man 
is stumbling blindly through a spiritual darkness 
while toying with the precarious secrets of life and 
death. The world has achieved brilliance without 
wisdom, power without conscience. Ours is a world 
of nuclear giants and ethical infants. We know more 
about war than we know about peace, more about 

Captain Peter Eldon addressing the school during the Remembrance 
Day at ceremony

Captain Peter Eldon of the SA Navy who was the guest speaker at the 
2011 Remembrance Day ceremony
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Remembrance Day
killing than we know about living.” How true these 
words ring today, almost sixty-fi ve years later and 
how threatening the world remains.

My prayer today, as a professional naval offi  cer, is 
that some of you will choose to serve in the Armed 
Forces and prepare with diligence and commitment 
to go in harm’s way to defend our country, and her 
people, should the need arise. This is an honourable 
profession and it demands intelligence, obedience, 
commitment, courage, camaraderie and a soul 

on fi re. This school has endowed you with such 
qualities, recognise that and do not merely utter 
these words, but live by them.

In closing may I leave you with the words 
inscribed on a Canadian War Memorial. Perhaps 
this statement best answers why we remember. It is 
written,

“For your tomorrow, we gave our today”.
I wish you well in your future endeavours and I 

thank you.

1.  Mrs Rita Bigalke a past member of staff  who for the past three decades has prepared the fl owers in the foyer for the Remembrance Day ceremony
2.  The SA Army representative lays a wreath on behalf of old boys who died serving in the army
3.  Head Prefect, Daniël Swiegers after laying a wreath on behalf of the school
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