Waiters:

Calvin Howard
Andrew Jones
Lesedi de Wee
Michael Oyedipe
Kyle Gibson
Luc de Robillard
Morgan Acker
Abeeku Bediako
Motheo Moroane
Kagiso Mosoane
Lwazi Tshikila
Jared Rauff
Wian Kellerman
Franciscus Crouse
David Howell
Oliver Eggers
Mahd Rauff
Franciscus Crouse
David Howell
Oliver Eggers
Chad Howard

Two soldiers in the winning Matheson house play ‘Joshua’

MATHESON
presents
JOSHUA
by
Gerhard Kirsten
Towards the end of the 20th century a civil war broke out
in the Democratic Republic of Congo. All boys, even
those under the age of 10 years were summoned to fight.
This is the true story of Joshua, starting at his home a
year after his father died in the war.
Director:
Gerhard Kirsten
Cast:
Joshua’s mom
Lungelo Nxesi
Joshua
John-Brown Mlangeni
Soldier
Emmanuel Shine
Fred
Darren Terblanche
Prince
Nkosinathi Dlamini
White soldier
Curtis Cornwall
Black soldier
Lungelo Nxesi
Drunk narrator
Georgia Lamptey
Klaas
Curtis Cornwall
Katlego
Nkosinathi Dlamini
House mother
Gerhard Kirsten
Extras:
Child soldiers
Jean Horn
Monde Mpumlwana
Tevin Small
Ditiro Seperepere
Soldier at fence:
Nazirite Tam
Beggars
Daniel Human
Kibidi Neocosmos
Patrick Pretorius
Children at street shelter:
Dylan Pietersen
Tshwetso Mokgatlhe
Tumelo Masilela
Edzani Kone

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Director:
Cast:
Brenda
Heather
Fortunate
Joe
Barry
Gina
Dancers:

HOFMEYR
presents
NOBODY FAMOUS
by
Armandt Horton
Armandt Horton

Young child soldiers awaiting their fate in ‘Joshua’ the true story of a
Congolese child soldier who escaped and landed up in South Africa.
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One Act Play Festival
RISSIK
presents
A CAPTIVATING SITUATION
by
Damian Trasler
Dale Sparrow

Director:
Cast:
Howie
Zip
Police Officers and extras

Hostage
Technical Crew:
Sound
Backstage crew:

Michael Bond
Dale Sparrow
Yolo Ngubegusha
Kagisa Mpipi
Peter van der Merwe
Reece Hyman
Kgosi Moatshe
Thato Ntlatleng
Nicholas Mickel
Winford Collins
Luke Hope-Sotherton
Peter van der Merwe
Yolo Ngubegusha
Kagiso Mpipi

SCHOOL
presents
THE MORNING SUN
by
Garth Welman
Directors:
Cast:
Dick Heartlove
Lucy Stamos
Dave Flemming
Arthur Rickson
Sheik Ramir
Janitor 1
Janitor 2
Sobrah
Weatherman and ANC leader
DA Spokesman
Bank robber 1
Bank robber 2
Bank robber 3
KES captain
PBHS captain
Bert Owlin
Ground reporter
“Malk Advert”:
Josh
Jay
Donovan
Extras:

Technical Crew:
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Garth Welman
Adam Nunn
Adam Nunn
Tyrone Simmonds
Kirk Harrower
Mashao Mukhari
Alan de Beyer
Khumo Mokale
Ashley Kemp
Michael Appalsamy
Tyler Sangster
Glen Thatcher
Katleho Makhubela
Bogosi Motalane
Kulani Mashele
Kaldyn Vollmer
Dean Shiels
Daniel Murray
Emil de Beer
Dominic Moralee
Orrin Palmer
Garth Welman
Dieter Wrogemann
Liam Robinson
Dylan Fourie
Christopher Voorendyk
Nkateko Maluleke
Benjamin Trollope
Vusumuzi Muhlari
Tshwene Mojela
Nathi Nxumalo
Inathi Ningiza
Clayton Steenkamp
Unathi Chonco
Joel Hodgson
Gregory Russill
Mitchell Edwards
Andrew Dockendorff

Directors:

Thlogi Mosuwe
Ruben Scott

Cast: (In order of appearance)
Tony
Dillon Peens
Guy
Ruben Scott
Luciano
Alex Hays
Salvador
Fred Dilapisho
John-Paul
Inus Heymans
Giovanni
Steven Barber
Sophia
Blaine Morgan
Boy
Tshepo Phahlamohlaka
Pastor Deacon
Alexander Thomson
Extras:
William Scott
Robert Thomas
Hanyani Ntlemo
Rory Barlow
Michael de Waal
Nicholas Duarte
Viaan Janse van Rensburg
Daniel Taverner
Bongi Kuhlase
Sinclair Rencken
Kian Both
Ryan van Zyl
Technical Crew:
Lighting
Kossy Oberdozie
Jordan Franz
Njabulo Makhatini
Kagiso Mangoale
Sound
Junior Mofokong
Stage manager
Mokgalo Petje
Assistant stage manager
Pieter Brune
Backstage crew
Keegan Palcich
Brent Giovannoni
Matthew Hassenkamp
David Clarke
Keagan Glass

SUNNYSIDE
presents
THE PERFECT DIVORCE
by
Craig Plaatjes
Craig Plaatjes

Director:
Cast:
Audience boy
Mr Abrahams
Claire Wilson
Kevin Wilson
Young Claire
Young Kevin
MacDonald’s worker
Claire’s lawyer
Claire’s boyfriend, Michael
Friend 1 (Steve)
Friend 2 (Carl)
Friend 3 (John)
Estate agent (Mikayla)
Mover 1
Mover 2
Technical Crew:

Rishay Rajkumar
Craig Plaatjes
Steven Meyburgh
Corné van Pletzen
Matthew Harper
Nicholas Petzwinkler
Murendeni Netshituka
Seletso Matlaisane
Michael Louw
Joshua Dehlen
Nkosinathi Napaai
Duane van Wyk
Corbin Bosch
Elvis Thompson
Mkhululi Mpofu
Matthew de Kiewiet
Matthew Harper
Marc Knoetze
Robert Harper
Calvin Nel
Keagan Ladds
Kuselo Ntsaluba

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

SOLOMON
presents
TONY MONTANA
by
Nthabiseng Petje
Adapted by Thlogi Mosuwe

Dillon Peens and Blaine Morgan in the Solomon House production
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One Act Play Festival
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TOWN
presents
GATBAK
by
Dante Griessel
Director:
Cast:
Flakkie
Johan
Mandy
Oom Errol
Dave van Vuuren
Julia
Presenter
Extras:
Chinese waiter
Ryk Neethling
Officer
Chinese suspect
Short black guy
Newsman
Guys in corridor
Dan
JZ
Gareth Cliff
Randall
Marra
Technical Crew:
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Dante Griessel
Raine Pienaar
Charl Reyneke
Cameron Anthony
Connor Henry
Quinton McDonald
Ngoni Nyika
Felix McGregor
Bruce Liu
Brendon Fekete
Sheldon Terblanche
Bruce Liu
Maticky Mahlangu
Kamogelo Kekana
Brendan Cottrell
Lynton Maré
Bogosi Moloisane
Matthew van Rooyen
Erin Heymans
Muhammed Mafuya
Dante Griessel
Form Is

A wonderful opportunity was aﬀorded us when the
Pretoria East Toast Masters Club oﬀered to assist us in
improving our public speaking skills by conducting
training sessions over a period of six weeks.
We concentrated on prepared speeches and
unprepared speeches, known as table topics.
In preparing a speech we were taught how to find
inspiration, how to use vocal variety, and language
which is appropriate for the speech topic as well as for
the audience. Table topics need to be between one and
two minutes long, and can be humorous or factual.
We learned a variety of other skills, such as how to
keep time, how to keep the audience under control
(which is done by the Sergeant at Arms), how to
chair a meeting, how to prepare and to propose a

toast, how to judge and how to give constructive
criticism.
A gala evening was held during which each of
the skills learnt was showcased. Each boy presented
a specific skill. Several boys were chosen for the
prepared speech, while others were given table
topics. The winner of the prepared speech category
was Gerhard Kirsten, and the winner of the table
topics was Kimon Nicolaides.
This was a valuable educational experience from
which all the participants learned many new skills.
We thank Ms Heuer for being the Master in Charge
and for organising the gala evening.
Kimon Nicolaides (Form III)

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Toastmasters

Front Row L–R: N Petzwinkler, J Hanekom, Ms S Heuer (Teacher-in-Charge), G Kirsten, K Ntsaluba.
Second Row L–R: A Menu, D Dean, N Dlamini, J Jacobs, K Snaman, L Hope-Sotherton.
Back Row L–R: K Nicolaides, T Mosuwe, R Dreyer, R Mpanya, C Hwang, J de Gois.
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Pipe Band
This has been a tough, but encouraging year for
the band. Despite the band’s not winning at any
particular gathering, both the drum and pipe corps
were placed on several occasions. The music which
we played was of a high standard and oﬀered
invaluable experience to the younger members of
the band. This year has also proved to be successful
in terms of growing the band in numbers, and credit
must be given to the learner tutors and to the learners
themselves. The senior members of the band did
particularly well in leading by example, and gave
selflessly of their time and eﬀort throughout the
year. I wish the matrics well for 2013, and thank them
for their loyalty, dedication and servant leadership
shown throughout their terms in oﬃce.
The band was on display from the start of the
year, playing at Fort Klapperkop, St Paulus Primary,
St Albans College, the Spring Fair and various old
age homes. The band brings with it a presence
which cannot be replicated – a sense of pride, and a
sense of heritage. The Pipe Band remains one of the
proud traditions at Pretoria Boys High School; the
words of past Headmaster, Mr Malcolm Armstrong,
remain true – “In it we have a wonderful asset, for it
gives character and tone to the School. It fills one with
confidence, stirs the blood, kindles the emotions. In fact,
it does more.”
R Blackmore
(Master in Charge)

Awards
Peter Carter Memorial Dirk
M Lawther
(awarded to the bandsman who shows exceptional
leadership skills)
Winterbottom Memorial Dirk (awarded to the most improved
drummer)
R Molaba
Most dedicated bandsman
K Gersteling
Most improved learner drummer W Thomas
Drummers’ Efficiency trophy
J Baker
Pipers’ Efficiency trophy
F Coetzee
Most improved piper
E Zietsmann
Most improved learner piper
H Elsenbroek
Office bearers for 2013
Pipe Major
Pipe Sergeant
Lead Drummer

E Zietsmann
J Cragg
S van der Ploeg

Matthew Lawther’s final performance as Pipe Major of the Pipe Band.

Front Row L–R: Mr R Blackmore (Master-in-Charge), J Baker, M Lowther, M Mafuya, B Scoeman, Mr A Nixon (Tutor).
Back Row L–R: M Masenya, S van den Ploeg, E Zietsman, K Gersteling, J Cragg F Coetzee, G Lloyd, R Molaba.
106

The Pretorian

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

2

1

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

3

Pipe Sergeant Berto Schoeman playing a lament – the end of his time with the Pipe Band
At Fort Klapperkop, encouraging runners in the annual Deloitte Marathon
“’Tis here we learn to live.” The Pipe Band at the annual display and awards ceremony
Estian Zietsman, Frans Coetzee stir up emotion and instil pride before Boys High takes on Aﬃes.
Serious face during the first championship gathering
Marching on Main”
A lone piper and his shadow.
4

5

6

7
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Gumboot Dancers
I was perplexed as to how I would lead a diverse
group of young men, whilst I was learning to
become a man myself. I remember the first practice:
I felt unsure of being able to lead the group. In the
past I had always looked at the leader’s boots for
guidance; now the team would be looking at mine.
I had to grasp at shreds of hope, without being
sure that things would work out. I did not want to
leave a legacy; I wanted to leave a team which could
function and prosper without me. I have seen vast
amounts of potential in each of these young men
as they grew in discipline and maturity. They can
achieve so much; they just have to have confidence
in themselves.
It was rewarding to watching each member
grow. The Commencement Ceremony, the New
Parents’ braai, the Shavathon, the Glen High – every
performance provided an opportunity for growth

for each member of the team. The final performance,
the President’s Award, was bittersweet because it
was the matrics’ farewell performance, but we knew
that we were leaving the team in capable hands.
I thank Ms van Zyl for her no-nonsense attitude
and for the fierce belief which she had in us all. I
thank our MIC, Mrs Prinsen, for standing behind us,
especially when we needed to be heard; she became
our voice. I thank my deputy chairman, Simphiwe
Mthembu, for his advice. I thank the matrics for
being the leaders of our troupe. I thank all the
dancers for their enthusiasm every time they put on
a pair of gumboots.
I am confident that the new leaders will take the
Gumboot Dancers to an even higher level in 2013.
Mxolisi Masilela
(Chairman)

Front Row L–R: A Motsepe, S Mthembu (Vice-Chairman), Mrs M Prinsen (Teacher-in-Charge), M Maselela (Chairman), S Skhosana.
Second Row L–R: N Jiyana, M Rakometsi, L Mpisana, A Menu, D Diholo, T Maimane.
Back Row L–R: O Mfete, T Letsoalo, K Matjiu, M Malapile, D Mphephu.
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1. Shavethon: L–R: Thabang Letsoalo, Sydney Skosana, Amos Motsepe, Maleka Malapile, Alex Menu, David Mphephu, Dithoriso Diholo, Ofentse Mfete
2. Redhot: The Annual PBHS Art Exhibition with Mpho Rakometsi in the centre
3. L–R: Ofentse Mfete, David Mphephu, Dithoriso Diholo, Alex Menu, Khinong Matjiu, Sydney Skosana, Amos Motsepe at the PHSG Spring Fair
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Aeronautical Society
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This year saw the Society celebrating its twentieth
anniversary. The fact that it is still being run by the
founding Master-in-Charge is probably something
of a record in the annals of PBHS extra mural
activities. It was certainly one of the reasons that
we set out to make this a special year in terms of
activities. Obviously flying is the favourite activity
for members and there were more opportunities for
this than in any other year.
We were fortunate to have a number of very
interesting guest speakers early in the year. First of
these was General Des Barker who spoke to us on
the subject of air show accidents resulting from pilot
error at low altitude. Illustrated with film clips of
several examples of crashes, the talk was a sobering
reminder of the narrow margins in this type of
flying.
Our next guest speaker was the air attaché of the
US embassy in Pretoria, Major Cuda Currie. Having
seen active duty as an F15 pilot in Afghanistan, he
was able to provide a most enlightening talk on
training in the world's biggest air force and flying
combat sorties in a war zone.
A PBHS old boy and the most accomplished
competition pilot to have attended the school,
Nigel Hopkins, came to speak about competition
aerobatics in the unlimited category, a form of flying
which places unbelievable stresses on the human
body. Nigel very kindly presented us with a framed
and signed photograph of him and his latest aircraft
competing in China. Because he was wearing his
SAA uniform, the question-and-answer session after
Nigel's talk was dominated by questions on how
boys can end up as an airline pilot!
An event which has become a firm favourite
over the years is the "Young Eagles" day held in
conjunction with Chapter 322 of the Experimental
Aircraft Association. Held at Fly Inn airfield and
using Karl Jensen's hangar as our base, this was a
particularly successful day with thirty-one boys
being flown in light aircraft during the afternoon.
These ambassadors of the school made a very good
impression on the pilots who flew them and resulted
in a very complimentary article being published in
the African Pilot magazine.
A further flying excursion was the gliding
afternoon held at Orient airfield and hosted, as
always, by our friends from the Magalies Gliding
Club, with Dick Bradley again arranging the aircraft
and pilots. Most of the flying was in motor gliders as
the winch was being somewhat unco-operative and
only a few glider launches were achieved in the late
afternoon. Nevertheless a very good afternoon was
had by all.
Night flying with the SA Air Force was made
The Pretorian

Andrew Boyes with pilot Dick Bradley during the gliding afternoon
held at Orient airfield. Mr Bradley (an ex PBHS parent) has been
responsible for organising this activity during almost every year of the
Society’s twenty years of existence.

possible by 28 Squadron who allowed us to join
the crew of a C130 Hercules at AFB Waterkloof. A
large group of members participated and so we had
to work eﬃciently to give everyone a turn in the
cockpit for a take-oﬀ and landing!
A visit to Lanseria airport also included some
flying for our spoilt members! Richard Maier and
past member Joshua Househam arranged a very
interesting mix of activities for us which included
seeing corporate and medivac jets; the Cirrus light
aircraft and a privately-owned Impala jet in which
some members were able to sit. The highlight of
the visit was undoubtedly the flight in a Beechcraft
King Air 200 over the Hartebeespoort dam area. We
were given a few hundred aviation magazines as we
left the airport so there was no shortage of reading
matter on the bus going home!
This year saw the first joint venture with
the Aviation Club of St Stithians College in
Johannesburg which took the form of an aviation
camp held at Baragwanath airfield. Most of the
programme was arranged by Courtney Watson
who runs the Saints club and the boys who attended
were treated to two days full of aviation-related
activities. Everyone got to fly in either a Tiger Moth
(a rare privilege) or in a Cessna 140. In addition
there were balsa aircraft to build; a chance to fly
radio-controlled models; a presentation by a flying
school; a hangar tour and an aviation quiz (won
by Grant Kingon who got to fly a "dawn patrol" in
the Tiger Moth – lucky lad!). The camp was very
successful and we hope to use it as the basis for a
similar event next year.
Two of the excursions were not well attended
which was unfortunate as both were interesting
in their own right. The first was to Wonderboom
Airport and included visits to a company which
builds a locally-designed aerobatic aircraft; a
helicopter maintenance firm and the airport control

tower. The second was to a talk given by Captain
Chalkie Stobbart on his record-breaking flight to
and from England which broke the 1939 Henshaw
records – a fascinating insight into both of these
aviation epic undertakings.
An activity undertaken jointly with the school's
Science Club was the paper plane competition in
which competitors flew planes of their own design
folded from sheets of A3 and A4 paper launched
from the gallery of the hall, which had been
cleared for a school social. Flights were all judged
for endurance and distance. Some designs easily
covered the distance all the way to the back of the
stage!
By agreeing to host a few days of promotional
presentations by 43 Air School, some members were
able to avail themselves of the opportunity to "fly"
in the simulator which was parked in front of the
main buildings. Pupils from several local schools
attended the presentations and were allowed time
in the simulator.
We were chosen to be the recipients of a
wind tunnel for which Mr Larry Homan of
Johannesburg was looking for a good home. We
were given a demonstration and a background
talk one afternoon by Mr Homan. The Society
looks forward to using this as a promotional item
for the Society and for some practical training in
aspects of aerodynamics.
Attending the annual AAD exhibition at
Waterkloof proved (rather ridiculously) diﬃcult but
we finally persuaded someone that we did qualify
for the youth programme on one of the trade days.
Although this meant that we had to view all the
defence force exhibits we did finally get to the main
attractions (for us at least) which were the aircraft,
which even included a brief glimpse inside the
USAF Globemaster.
Thanks to the sponsorship arranged by Mr Raj
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Grant Kingon (right) experiences the privilege of a De Havilland Tiger
Moth flight with Mr Courtney Watson (left) during the aviation camp
at Baragwanath.

Aromogum, we were able to subsidize the tickets
for a DC3 Dakota flight around Johannesburg. The
aircraft, belonging to Springbok Flying Services
and based at Rand Airport, was in eﬀect chartered
by the Society as we made up almost all of the
passengers on the flight which we undertook
one Saturday morning. The venerable old bird
which will be 70 years old next year was piloted
by Laurie and Deon Raath. We were taken on a
scenic flight over Soccer City and then clockwise
around the metropolis. The day wasn't limited to
a flight in this iconic aircraft as we were allowed
to climb into the Catalina flying boat which was
due to leave SA within a few weeks. After that we
paid a visit to the SAA museum collection which
included seeing the interior of two Boeing 747
aircraft, and indulging in two activities which
one does not experience on a commercial flight:
walking out onto the wings and climbing down
into the avionics bay.
On those Friday afternoons when we did not
host guest speakers or undertake excursions our
meetings were used to show DVDs on a variety of
aviation topics. Among those which we enjoyed were
documentaries on Van Nuys airport, Operation Red
Flag fighter exercises, Robbie Coltrane's amusing
review of jets, the Rutan private space craft and the
film "First Light".
Our final guest speaker for 2012 was retired SAA
captain Karl Jensen who spoke to the boys in his
own inimitable fashion about small things which
can play havoc with modern airliners. This amusing
illustrated talk included such gremlins as micro
switches on undercarriages and malfunctioning
toilets.
The last activity for the year, a week before final
exams began, was the annual Aeroquiz competition.
Entrants pitted their aviation knowledge against the
sixty questions which covered a very wide range of
subjects. The winner was Grant Kingon and the two
runners-up were Graham Lloyd and Peter Rayner.
Kingon received the book prize which is sponsored
annually by EAA chapter 322.
It was originally hoped to host a formal dinner
to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the Society
but the numbers of old boys who responded did
not warrant this type of event, so a braai was held
instead. It was great to see some of those past
members who had made a career in aviation as well
as others who have kept up an interest in flying. The
only sad aspect was the collapse of 1Time airline
a week earlier which left two of those attending
without jobs. Nevertheless, a wonderful evening
was had by all and over a glass of champagne we
toasted the Society on having reached the end of its
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Aeronautical Society
second decade.
The Society was ably led by chairman Muhammed
Mafuya whom we thank and wish well in his future
endeavours. I must express my sincere appreciation
to the following people who helped to make this a
very exciting year for the boys and me: my colleague
Mervin Moodley, Mr Richard Maier, Mr Josh

Househam, Mr Courtney Watson, Mr Dick Bradley,
Mr Raj Aromogum, the EAA pilots who flew the
"Young Eagles", the Magalies Gliding Club pilots
and all of our guest speakers.
Mr John Illsley
(Master in Charge)

Front Row L–R: J Davis, C Leslie, A de Wet, M Mafuya, A Boyes, C Alho.
Second Row L–R: C Wu, F Coetzee, N Abreu, P Rayner, P Volschenk, T Stadler, S Travis, S Aromogum.
Third Row L–R: S Ahu, N Mickel, S Memela, R Haug, H Davies, A Kingon, G Lloyd.
Back Row L–R: Mr J Illsley (Master-in-Charge), S van der Vaat, J Dehlen, A Dube, O Mfete, Mr M Moodley (Master-in-Charge).

The thirty “Young Eagles” who flew during the EAA event at the Fly Inn airfield.
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1

1. Socety members boarding the C130 Hercules of 28 Squadron SAAF for a night flight.
2. The master-in-charge seeing whether he has the “right stuﬀ” flying Mr Richard Maier’s King Air 200 during the visit to Lanseria airport.
3. The group who flew in one of the grand old ladies of the sky, the DC3 Dakota, on a specially sponsored flight from Rand Airport. Our crew
were Captains Deon and Laurie Raath of SAA.
4. Society members enjoy trying on some USAF flying kit during the visit by Major ‘Cuda’ Currie of the US Air Force.
5. Some of the Society members who visited AFB Waterkloof during the airshow after a brief visit to the Galaxy aircraft.
6. Mr Moodley and the Society members who visited the SAA Historic collection at Rand Airport out on the wing of the Boeing 747
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Aeronautical Society

1

2

3
1. Boys of the PBHS Aeronautical Society and the Aviation Club at St
Stithians College during a combined meeting at Baragwanath airfield.
2. Society Chairman, Mohammed Mafuya in the cockpit of a glider with
pilot Douglas Bradley.
3. Past members of the Aeronautical Society who attended an informal
function to celebrate its first twenty years. Front row L–R: Dr Bjorn
Buchner (1 Time pilot); Ruark Purchase (PPL); Mr John Illsley (MIC);
Cornel Fourie (1 Time pilot); Hayden Tunmer (SAA pilot) Back row
L–R: George Tonking (helicopter pilot); Neil Lithgow (SAA pilot);
Stuart Grondel (PPL); Dean McConnell (Medivac pilot)
4. Douglas Bradley flying one of the Society members in a Motor Falke
powered glider
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The Arrow has Landed
A long-standing dream of many ancients to have
an archery club at PBHS has finally been realised.
According to one of these ancients, archery used
to be practised in Pretoria, but not on the school
property: the boys used to practise near Magnolia
Dell – real “Robin Hood” style. The demise of the
shooting club has proved to be fortuitous for us, as
we can now use the shooting range to practise our
archery skills. It promises to be a wonderful outdoor
venue.
Our own Dale Sparrow (Deputy Chairman), and
Juan Hanekom, were involved in making wooden
longbows for the club. Mr Ewart-Phipps kindly
allowed them the use of his classroom and tools.
We also made our own archery butts, using donated
materials. ATE and CSIR very kindly supplied the
resin and fibreglass for these bows. Many boys
have their own bows with which they will be able
to practise and compete. Quinton den Hartog,
the Chairman, together with Dale Sparrow were
motivated and dedicated coaches for the beginners

and it is due to their sterling eﬀorts that we have an
archery club today.
Our club shot oﬀ to a good start with a very
well attended Open Day at Boys High, hosted and
organised by Rohan Botha of SANIFAA, who is in
charge of youth development with the organisation.
(He is currently working towards his thesis on the
physical and psychological benefits of archery on
scholars. It is true that there are many testimonies of
children whose marks have significantly improved
after taking up archery.) It was a very exciting
morning as over a hundred boys and some parents
attended and many signed up for the archery club.
Interesting demonstrations by Jaco Wessels, a
Springbok archer, were given and fun courses on
which the boys could practise, were set.
We look forward to seeing this club grow in
popularity and success.
L Georgiades (Mrs)
Master in Charge

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Archery

1. Open Day: In the
background is
Quinton den Hartog
-instrumental in the
establishment of the
Archery Club, and its
first chairman.
2. Channing Cross aims
for a perfect shot.
3. Channing Cross
showing perfect
poise : Archery Open
Day organised by
SANIFAA to generate
interest in archery
4. A Springbok archer
advises boys: Open
Day.
The Pretorian
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Bridge Club
When Mrs Donaldson retired, she left a few rather
large gaps which needed to be filled. One of these
was the Bridge Club. Ruslynn Appana, a member of
the Bridge Club, asked me whether I would take over
the role of Master in Charge. It was quite a daunting
task, as I had no previous knowledge or experience of
Bridge. Ruslynn assured me that neither of these was
necessary as they had two trainers and that they just
needed me only to manage the Club. I acquiesced, not
knowing what a pleasant journey lay ahead of me.
What first struck me about the boys in the Bridge
Club is that they genuinely wanted to be there – not
to be rewarded with colours or awards, but because
they enjoyed the game. They soon taught me to
play and to my amusement and surprise, I was not
bad at it. And so, Monday and Tuesday afternoons
were spent playing the various hands that our two
trainers set for us, as well as listening to music,
eating and chatting.
Our trainers are both Old Boys – Johnson Hsu and
Sibu Masters. Their dedication and commitment
were immediately evident. They attended every
meeting, unless they had a very good excuse and
spent the time caringly teaching the boys, oﬀering
help, explaining the rules and playing hands with
the boys. They arranged a tournament for us against
Pretoria High School for Girls one Friday afternoon.
The boys were giddy with excitement – here
was a rare opportunity to interact with girls! The

tournament was held in the Sommerville Pavilion
where Mrs Kruger provided us with delectable
snacks. The afternoon was a huge success and I am
proud to say that despite the distraction of playing
against beautiful girls, the boys still managed to
claim the top spots in the tournament.
Towards the end of the year, we held our annual
School Championships – an internal competition to
determine the top players in the Bridge Club. Bridge
is played between two pairs, so eﬀectively one
always needs a partner. The School Championship
first place went to Gareth Waldeck and Felix
McGregor, the second place went to Lizo Masters
and John Lee, and third place to Malisela Masenya
and Anwar Pistorius.
We could not organise an Inter-High festival, as
there are very few schools in Pretoria which oﬀer
Bridge as an extramural activity, and the few which
do, showed no interest in arranging a festival.
The Bridge Club has an intimate feel about it and
I have enjoyed sitting at a small, green felt table,
getting to know the boys as well as the game. I thank
the chairman, Lizo Masters, for his help, support
and organisational skills. The boys are talented,
passionate and committed and I look forward to
what 2013 has in store for us.
Ms Melissa Müller
Master in Charge

Weekday practice L–R: Daniël Duim, Kgosi Moatshe, Matthias Harvey
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Bridge Club

Front Row L–R: C Elsenbroek, L Masters, Mrs M Müller (Teacher-in-Charge), H Chong, F Mc Gregor.
Second Row L–R: J Paradza, E Masters, S Dowra, H Crouse, L Leeka, O Olinger.
Back Row L–R: Mr S Masters (Coach), J van der Breggen, W Pauw, D Duim, G Waldeck, Mr J Hsu (Coach).

Bridge Tournament against Girls High

Chairman: Lizo Masters and Girls High’s chairlady
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Chess Club
True to the nature of the Chess Club, 2012 has been
another year of exciting activities. Apart from the
usual excitement, such as the Grey College and the
Allen Harding Swiss Tournaments in February, the
first term included a visit to a primary school. Presda
Primary School had been experiencing diﬃculties in
establishing their chess club, and they requested our
help. Our boys enjoyed the experience of coaching
the little ones.
The Chess Club added to the significance of
14 February by paying a visit to Girls’ High. The
occasion did not demand strategic skills but our
boys were more successful in impressing the ladies
than they were with winning the doubles!
The second term held another surprise: for the
first time in many years, two of our teams, U17 and
U19, qualified for the D4 High School Chess Playoﬀs. The intense training of Mr. Stevanovich and the
boys’ sometimes painful subjection to it is clearly
bearing fruit.
A new contribution of 2012’s Chess Committee,
and of Bruce especially, is the Facebook status
which they have established for our Club. This has
enhanced communication and promoted a sense
of belonging which have contributed to the boys’
team spirit. The Chess Committee in 2012, under the
capable leadership of Bruce Liu, has made a mark
which will be remembered for years to come.
The star players were Jinseok Oh, who won the
Form I Championship, and Bruce Liu and Dieter
Wrogemann who shared the trophy for earning the
most points for the U19 team. We congratulate Dieter
Wrogemann and Chris Swanepoel who earned Half
Colours and Sung Eun Park, Dayeh Qi, James Chen,
Emilo Singh, Winford Collings, Kuselo Ntsaluba and
Bruce Liu who earned Full Colours. We congratulate
Gerrit Dreyer who was awarded Honours for having
been selected for the South African Chess Team.
We thank all the other boys who supported the
Club by participating so eagerly in the Inter-House
Chess Championship. We congratulate the winners:
Ms H Zimmermann
(Master in charge)
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First 4 positions of
Chess League:
1. Town House
2. Armstrong House
3. Abernethy House
4. Hofmeyr House
First 4 positions of
Chess League:
1. Town House
2. Abernethy House
3. Sunnyside House
4. Matheson House

the Senior Inter-House
with
with
with
with

29 points
25 points
24 points
19½ points

the Junior Inter-House
with
with
with
with

27 points
24 points
22 ½ points
19½ points

Front Row L–R: Y Liu (Chairman), H Zimmermann (Teacher-inCharge), K Ntsaluba (Vice-Chairman).
Back Row L–R: C Swanepoel, S Dreyer.
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1. Winford Collings and Tyrone van Zyl playing social
chess against Girls High
2. Winford Collings playing social chess against
PHSG
3. Social chess against Girls High
4. Albert Rusike playing social chess against Girls
High

4
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The Business Club has had the most successful year
in its brief history – 161 boys took up the opportunity
to experience what the Business Club has to oﬀer.
We also entered a record 38 teams into the JSE/
Liberty Life Investment Challenge. At the end of
the six month long competition, we had three teams
finish in the top five positions, and ultimately five
out the top ten. (325 teams from schools throughout
South Africa had entered the competition.)
Our top performing teams were as follows:
“PBHS Sur+ Traders” included Kofi Snaman, Dean
Pillay, Kamohelo Motaung and Roger Lingham (all
Form III). They achieved 2nd place and won R2 500
each and R1 000 for the school. They grew their R1
million investment by 18.6% in six months.
“PBHS Rissik” included Jake Blew, Allan
Goldacre, Daniel Tooley and Johan van Rensburg
(all Form III). They achieved 4th place and won R1
250 each and R1 000 for the school. They grew their
R1 million investment by 17.2% in six months.
“PBHS Chain of Being” included Danai Banga,
Khumo Mampuru, Charl Reyneke and Avikar
Maharaj (all Form V). They achieved 5th place and
won R1 000 each and R1 000 for the school. They
grew their R1 million investment by 16.8% in six
months. This was the second time that Danai Banga
achieved a Top 5 position in the JSE/Liberty Life
Investment Challenge.
These three teams were invited to the JSE/
Liberty Life Investment Challenge annual awards
ceremony at the Johannesburg Securities Exchange
headquarters in Sandton. The boys received their
prizes and posed for photographs with Olympic
Gold Medal swimmer and World Record holder
Cameron van den Bergh who was the Master of
Ceremonies. The boys were treated to a lunch,
mingled with pupils from other schools, gave
interviews to journalists covering the awards
ceremony, and were not shy to pick the brains of
some of the esteemed guest speakers. The boys
were a credit to the school and all who met them
knew that they were proud Pretoria Boys High
School pupils.
“PBHS God’s grace is suﬃcient” included Ruben
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Mpanya, Jesse Parvess, Bill Badi and Brandon van
Veenhuyzen (all Form III). They finished in 6th
place, having grown their R1 million investment by
14.7% in six months.
“PBHS PVM Ninjas” included Viaan Janse van
Rensburg, Marthinus Erasmus and Werner Reyneke
(all Form III). They finished in 7th place having
grown their R1 million investment by 13.3% in six
months.
“PBHS 3 Musketeers” included Sean Nel, Adam
Steyn and Stefan van Wyk (all Form III). They
finished in 16th place, having grown their R1 million
investment by 10.7% in six months.
Full colours were awarded to Danai Banga,
Khumo Mampuru, Charl Reyneke (all Form V) and
Ruben Mpanya (Form III).
We thank our departing Chairman, Danai
Banga, and his Deputy, Anthony Ioannou, for
their loyalty to the Business Club. Through their
commitment and input, they have added value to
the Business Club and ensured that it will continue
to prosper.
We thank Mr Joachim Lubbe (PBHS old boy 2007)
for his continued involvement in the Business Club.
Despite his full-time studies and work commitments,
he still makes time to see the boys and to share his
knowledge and passion for the business world on
Wednesday evenings. He has made a real impact on
the boys.
Mr Jacques Joubert and his team stepped into the
Friday Business Club slot and have given the boys
a diﬀerent perspective on the business world. Their
selfless sharing of business knowledge acquired
at university and through their own experience is
much appreciated.
We congratulate our incoming Chairman, Curtis
Cornwall, and his Deputy Costa Kyriacou. With
the majority of our top performing teams currently
consisting of Form III boys, we look forward to the
challenge of surpassing the high standards which
we have set.
Jaydon Kelly
Master in Charge

Front Row L–R: C Elsenbroek, C Reyneke, R Carbonatto, K Mampuru, A Ioannou, D Banga, J Gous, T Mbukwane, A Jones.
Second Row L–R: M de Nobrega, G Dreyer, G Kirkcaldy, K Snaman, K Motaung, W Reyneke, N Leeka, A Goldacre, K Vryenhoek, F McGregor,
C Cornwall, F Fischer.
Third Row L–R: D de Ponte, M Gous, H Chong, G Ioannou, C Kinimi, L Mayoli, D Tooley, G Schulze, J Hübsch, G Waldeck, Z Mokoena.
Back Row L–R: A Procopos (Business Club Lectururer), T Lekabe, R Mpanya, D Pillay, S van Wyk, C Kyriacou, S Nel, B Lotter, K Makhubela, Mr
J Kelly (Master-in-Charge).
Absent: J Fischer.
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Computer Gaming Club
This has been a disappointing year for the club
despite a number of achievements.
Our first scheduled tournament was the Gauteng
Championships, which was cancelled only a few
days before the set date.
The Inter-Schools League was to enable us to
compete against other schools in Gauteng during
the second term, but again we were disappointed by
factors beyond our control.
During the third term, Mind Sports South Africa
announced that the first South African Schools’
eSports Championship would be held in Rivonia. We
entered two teams, who eﬀortlessly defeated all four
opposing schools. Both teams emerged victorious.
The following boys were awarded South African
School Colours: Ruslynn Appana, Mark Coetzer,

Joshua Dehlen, Meyrick Gallimore, Trishen Moodley,
Jyoshil Pitamber, Warwick Sales, Hyun-Suk Shin,
Athanasios Singh, Dale Sparrow and Peter van der
Merwe.
It is regrettable that 2012 was the last year of
the Computer Gaming Club’s existence. After
careful consideration, the decision was made to
close the club. It has become ever more diﬃcult
to participate in tournaments, amongst other
diﬃculties. This decision was not taken lightly,
but was the best solution. I thank the boys who,
for the last several years, have played a part in the
club and its success.
Ms C Parkin
(Master in Charge)

Front Row L–R: T Moodley, S Mkhabela, R Appana, Ms C Parkin, N Dlamini, P van der Merwe, J Dehlen.
Second Row L–R: I Klassen, A Cloete, T Maringa, C Wu, D Slogrove, D Petersen, A Singh, K Kruger, S Manana, J Oh, J Flaxman.
Third Row L–R: P Louis, S Ahn, S van der Vaart, U Holtzhausen, J Pitamber, R Haug, A Frow, A da Conceicao.
Back Row L–R: J Lu, A Sita.
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Creative Writing Club
The Creative Writing Club hosts two functions each
year. The first of these was the Poetry Appreciation
Evening which took place on 19 April in the
Battissphere. On this occasion the members of the
club present their work orally in front of an audience
of parents and other friends. The theme for this
year’s event was TIME. We have been dealing with
various aspects concerning time during our Friday
meetings. Topics have ranged from the circularity
of time, seasons, sometimes / never, all the way
through to inertia and momentum. Some heated
debates have been engendered as a result of diﬀerent
viewpoints. Mr Marc Botha, once a music teacher at
the school, was the guest speaker.
The second function was the Poetry and Drama
Evening at which works written by members of the
Creative Writing Club were performed on stage by
members of the Drama Club. It has proven to be a
fruitful collaborative eﬀort. The theme this year was
Patriotism.
Late last year we attended a Poetic Canvass
meeting held at Clapham High School. This was

an eye-opening experience, mainly because of the
format in which the diﬀerent poets and writers
performed their work – there was electricity in
the air! We realized once again that there is so
much untapped writing potential all around us. It
also underscored the need for structured forums
at which writers and poets have the opportunity
to network and to shine. We have since been
investigating the possibility of hosting one of these
Poetic Canvass meetings which will be open to all
boys rather than only the members of the Creative
Writing Club.
We hosted a Crime Fest on 25 April. A number of
South African crime writers, amongst them Wessel
Ebersohn and Jassy McKenzie, spoke about various
aspects regarding the process of crime writing. This
was a great success and we all learned a great deal.
there was an opportunity to interact with the writers
during a question-and-answer session.
Mrs K Stenos
(Master in Charge)

Front Row L–R: C Araujo (Chairman), Mrs K Stenos (Teacher-in-Charge), H Crouse (Vice-Chairman), D Thomas.
Back Row L–R: A du Toit, L Hope-Sotherton, W Collings.
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6
Hieronymous Crouse (Chairman)
Poetry and Drama evening
Carlos Williams: Poetry and Drama evening
Winford Collings manning our exhibit : Commencement Ceremony
Mrs Stenos: Poetry and Drama evening
Duncan Thomas: Poetry Appreciation evening.
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Creative Writing Club
Buried Youth

Tomorrow

I remember the days
When our tongues were purple
And girls
Were oh so yuck

A time is coming, I tell you
A time more brutal than ever before
A time like no other that’s ever been seen
Where opportunities are always closed doors

The fun days
When school
Was where your friends were
And the real magic happened

A time of immense suﬀering is on its way
Where there is always toil but never play
Where we forget our lives of yesterday
To speak our minds but never say

Where everything
Was your drawing canvas
And a toothless smile
Could rectify any wrong-doing

A time where our children will finally discover
That our grandparents truly lived like no other
Where we’ll live our lives under the cover
Of a fellow man, a sister, a brother

But we all grow up
And wonder where
The days of purple tongues
And sandcastles went

A time where we are controlled like the puppets we
are
Where possessions don’t matter, no houses, no cars
A time where we no longer reach for the stars
Our dreams are no longer close, but all too far

They’re not too far though
They’ve just been buried
Beneath the homework
And the stress
And as we age
The wrinkles get more
Those days
Slowly fade away
Is it such a bad thing to get old?
No, it’s natural
It is however
Bad to forget that you were ever young
So scream
Stick your head
Out of the window
And let life take you away
Love your life
Love your family
Love your childhood
Love yourself
Act like an adult
Think like a child
And never forget
The days of purple tongues
Winford Collings
Form III
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A time when the power of a good education
No longer needs to feed the hope of a nation
A time of a truly immense complication
Where mankind will fall deeply into temptation
A time where music will no longer feed our souls
Where our past mistakes will finally take their toll
Where our golden hearts are now blackened coal
Where our judgement is halved, but never whole
A time where knowledge is no longer the key
Where we live our lives in shackles, never to be free
A time when those golden gates begin to lose their
gleam
A time when only the eyes of a blind man will see
A time where happiness will need to be borrowed
A time of great sadness, torment and sorrow
Where hope will be lost, just like our morals
This era is near, my friend, for this is the time of
tomorrow
Luke Hope-Sotherton
Form III

Within temptation

When wind may blow over plain and heath
And brush no grass nor stir any leaf
When all is grey and none behold the day
And the last wretched life is deep beneath

How the beams of light shine so fine
Past young leaves in trees so high.
How they shine upon this spendid creature –
Incomprehensible beauty in its every feature.

When wind wonders over fields bare
Far above our desperate lair
There only black and dark lie boulders stark
And only hanging smoke lives in the air

The air around it warm and full of glee;
Not even the soulless fiends can flee.
Look how lovely it extends its gorgeous wings.
O, so bold to show those white, feathery things.

When the wind blows black in the west and red in
the east
And all movement on land has ceased
trees long and tall, will sway and fall
So the wealthy may laugh and feast

When your lips are pressed, the skin goes hot and
cold
And you know … you know you’ve found the
perfect soul.
But, as it floats back to Heaven, it’d look down at
you
And you would stare up at it too.

Then the wind will whisper in your ear
And confirm your hidden fear
No lustrous treausre can return the leisure
When you have been doomed by what you held
dear.
Hieronymus Crouse
Form III

Bitter Chocolate
I love the rain, yet I wear
an umbrella when it’s raining.
I love summer, yet I spend it
Indoors where birds can’t sing.
I love myself, yet I try
to change the things that make me
I love my friends, yet seeing them
trip and fall makes me happy.
I love my country, yet
I call it dirty.
Devoted love to all it is we see
Yet to some, none are worthy.
Andries du Toit
Form III

Christopher Araüjo
Form V

Guardian Angel
Staring out the window
Into the abyss and the unknown
I see your face and I wonder
who you are …
Time moves past
but still you do not move?
It’s like you’re not really there,
Just a figment of my over-active imagination.
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The remaining wind

The jagged path leads me nowhere,
Your voice guides me back to reality,
From the distant thoughts that have
been my ideals.
Possessed with distant voices
Singing in my dreams,
longing for an escape
From this hellish nightmare
Guardian angel, are you there?
Do you even care?
I feel I need you, but why?
I do not know …
Please help me to find
peace between you and me …
Duncan Thomas
Form IV
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Debating Society
At the start of the year, we set ourselves seven goals
which we hoped to achieve, but languishing close to
the bottom of the provincial rankings at the end of
2011 did little to make those dreams seem achievable.
We knew that success would not be easy. We needed
a plan of action, and 2012 was the year in which we
completely re-invented ourselves.
Through the services of three young, committed
and enthusiastic coaches, Jolandi Swanepoel, Tatum
Naidoo and Yajna Maharaj, new skills were brought
to the fore. Much credit is due to these ladies for their
sustained patience and enthusiasm. They guarded
our ideals and it is my hope that we have grown on
them as much as they have rubbed-oﬀ on us.
Hard work generated results, and long hours of
training turned into unprecedented successes: the
Senior 1st Team steam-rolled their way through the
SACEE competition, while the Juniors seemed to be
matching them stride for stride in the corresponding
junior tournament. After years of being the underachievers in Gauteng, we were finally making a
name for ourselves. The Seniors proceeded into
the last eight of the provincial tournament – the
first Boys High side ever to do so – and looked like
favourites to win the competition, until St David’s

controversially put an end to our winning spree.
Despite not being able to call ourselves the best
team in South Africa, we learned a lot about what can
happen when one applies one’s mind to a seemingly
impossible task. It is my privilege to pronounce
2012 the most successful year in the history of the
Debating Society. We achieved every one of our
seven goals, ranging from being the first PBHS team
to bring home a SAIIA gold medal, to break into
the top eight of SACEE debating for both juniors
and seniors, and to improve communications,
notifications and socials.
Going toe-to-toe with South Africa’s finest after
a history of being perennial underdogs could
not have been possible without the support and
undying commitment of Mrs Georgiades. This
remarkable lady has stood by us for years and never
once complained about entire weekends spent on
the road to and from Johannesburg. I also owe my
fellow matrics my gratitude for always standing by
me and for upholding our vision: Mike Mpanya, Ari
Nicolaides and Kamogelo Kekana.
Avikar Maharaj
(Chairman)

Front Row L–R: D Banga, M Black, M Mpanya (Deputy-Chairman), Mrs L Georgiades (Teacher-in-Charge), A Maharaj (Chairman),
A Nicolaides, K Kekana.
Second Row L–R: F le Roux, F Crouse, M Zaayman, A Thomson, A Maharaj, D Lotter, S Singh, J Paradza.
Back Row L–R: J de Gois, K Nicolaides, T Mosuwe, K Hendriks, A Retter.
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1. Ari Nicolaides practises debating, adjudicated by coaches, Yajna and
Tatum.
2. Jolandie Swanepoel coaches the Juniors. Her insights enabled us to
reach new heights in the SACEE league.
3. Mitchell Black makes a friendly invitation to the F1s:
Commencement Ceremony. L to R: Mashao Mukhari, Percy
Mthimkhulu, Thlogi Mosuwe, Mike Mpanya.
4. Members of the 1st Senior Team preparing for an impromptu
debate. l. to r.: Ari Nicolaides, Mike (“Steamroller”) Mpanya,
Avikar Maharaj, watched by Marthinus Erasmus (2nd from left).
5. Annual Inter-House debates, junior and senior: a member of a
House team oﬀers a ‘point of information’.
6. Two members of the 1st Senior Team, Avikar Maharaj and Ari
Nicolaides, listen to an opposing speaker. Background: members of
Saulridge Secondary School.
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Drama Club
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Brümilda van Rensburg came to present an acting
class at Pretoria Boys High School in the fourth term.
She told me afterwards that she had never had so
much fun with any of her other classes, laughed as
hard or worked with such talented and passionate
teenagers as our boys are. I share these sentiments
with her – not only do we learn about acting and
improving our acting skills every week, but we also
have fun laughing and sharing jokes.
This year has really seen a lot of growth in the
Drama Club, both in terms of the numbers of pupils
who attend, as well as what the boys are willing and
able to do. The reason which many of the boys gave
for joining the Drama Club was to overcome their
fear of public speaking or being on stage in front
of a large audience. Many also said that they just
wanted to be less shy. These two areas of concern
were addressed during the course of this year in
the Drama Club meetings and I am proud to look
at those boys now, seeing the growth, seeing them
feeling more and more comfortable in their own
skin, not afraid anymore of the public’s opinion
of them, but losing themselves in their characters,
absorbed by the story – taking the audience on a
fantastical journey with them.
Early in the year, the actress, Anriëtte van Rooyen,
well-known for her roles in both “Binnelanders”
and “Egoli”, as well as several stage productions,
came to present a series of acting classes to the boys.
The main focus of these classes was how to portray
a character convincingly. We were told that one
cannot focus only on body language and dialogue;
one has also to consider the character’s background,
emotions and quirks. She told us that in preparing
for a role, she would watch people – what they
do when they are nervous, their facial expressions
were when they are angry, upset or depressed. If the
character she was going to play had a specific feature
or disability, she would study similar characters
intensely. For instance, playing a blind character,
she would cock her head to one side, to show that
hearing plays a far greater role in that character’s
life than in the lives of people who are able to see.
She would blindfold herself and try to go about her
daily tasks, in order to understand the diﬃculty
of living as a blind person. She would become the
character, not merely act the character.
The boys thoroughly enjoyed these lessons and
actively participated in every task which she set.
Having learned new skills, the boys had to apply
them in putting on their own production of the
television series “The I.T Crowd” for the Eisteddfod.
Unfortunately, the board did not receive our application
in time and we could not participate. It was, however,
a valuable learning experience for the boys.
The Pretorian

Another interesting and perhaps frustrating
learning experience happened in the third term. A
friend of mine, who is involved in the entertainment
industry, told me that the television soap, “Scandal”,
needed extras for a few episodes. Of course these
extras would be paid. It was, however, from six in the
morning until six at night, in Johannesburg, but I told
the boys about it and many of them wanted to grab
the opportunity to appear on television, even if just
for a brief moment. She gave me the details and the
next day the boys arranged with their parents to take
them to Johannesburg. When they got there, it turned
out that the person who had informed my friend, had
given her the wrong dates, and that what took place
that day, were auditions for “S.A.’s Got Talent”. They
merely needed crowd fillers! The boys were paid at
least, but did not make their debut on television, nor
get to act, as they had wished they could.
The Drama Club again collaborated with the
Creative Writing Club in putting on a performance
which voiced opinions on war. The Creative Writing
Club wrote poems about war and we then acted out
those poems. It was a very successful evening and
I was extremely proud of my boys, although the
evening was not as well attended as we had hoped.
This is the third year that we have collaborated
with the Creative Writing Club and it has become
apparent that the standard is raised every year.
To end the year on a high note, the actress
Brümilda van Rensburg, best known for her role in
“Egoli”, as well as for various stage productions,
came to visit us, as mentioned above. She has much
experience and many skills which she shared with
the boys. She also spoke about the various questions
one should ask oneself about the character that one
is playing in order to fully understand the character.
The entire session lasted for three hours, at the end
of which I felt that we have boys who really delved
into their love of acting, discovered all the diﬀerent
possibilities and opportunities acting oﬀers and
proved their passion for portraying unique and
interesting situations.
The Drama Club ended each term with an
excursion to Mimmo’s Brooklyn which runs a
Boys High special especially for us! These sessions
brought us much closer as a group, allowed for
strategic planning, good food, laughter and enjoying
one another’s company.
I thank the chairman, Carlos Williams, whose
insights, ideas, help and organisational skills have
been exemplary and I would have struggled to
get everything done, had it not been for his help.
He is not only extremely polite and courteous, but
a diligent actor, passionate chairman of the Club
and a skilful artist – having presented two Drama

Ms Melissa Müller
(Master in Charge)
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1. Acting class presented by Brümilda van Rensburg, of “Egoli” fame
2. With Brümilda van Rensburg Back row L–R: Carlos Williams, Abu Kgofelo, Kofi Snaman, Rendert Hoekstra, Keratile Mocheko Second row
L–R: Ockert van der Westhuizen, Mrs M Müller First row L–R: Ulrich Holtzhausen, Brümilda van Rensburg, MJ Reeler, Evan Shuttleworth,
Giovanni Mazzone, Alex Retter Front: Trystan Rivers
3. At Commencement Ceremony
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Club sessions on his own and having done two solo
performances during our synergy event with the
Creative Writing Club.
We look forward to our exciting new adventures
next year, hoping that the school productions will
see many more of the Drama Club boys participating
and that the boys will reach new and greater heights.

Front Row L–R: E Shuttleworth, D Thomas, Mrs M Müller, C Williams, K Nicolaides.
Back Row L–R: S Moopanar, K Snaman, R Hoekstra, U Holtzhausen, K Mocheko, R Kirpal, A Kgofelo, C van der Westhuizen.
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Fantasy Wargames
2012 was a year of growth for the Fantasy Wargames
Society. We experienced the largest ever influx
Form I pupils, with many of them becoming regular,
committed members of the club. I believe that much
of this growth is attributable to our exceptional
chairman, Emilio Singh.
Emilio is a dedicated and thoughtful leader,
inspiring those around him by exhibiting a love
of the game and the behaviour of a gentleman. He
has spent countless hours teaching boys to play the
various games which we oﬀer, as well as providing
an excellent challenge for players to improve their
skill. His skill at table-top gaming is legendary
amongst our members, and I am pleased to have
him at the helm for another year.
Another key member of the club is Arnold van
Wyk. His enthusiasm for “Magic: The Gathering”
helped to drive the growth of the club, and his
experience with the game was an invaluable
source of knowledge for the younger members.
Competitive by nature, he drove the other members
to ever greater lengths as they tried to find ways to
outsmart him.
We experimented this year with another

“Dungeons and Dragons” side project, and it turned
out to be a resounding success. I am confident that
we will soon be able to integrate more role-playing
systems and games into our activities.
I thank the boys for their support throughout the
year. It is most rewarding to see a group of boys
having fun and honing their skills, and time spent
with these boys has been enriching for me.
James Page
(Master in Charge)

Front Row L–R: B Williams, A Jones, Mr J Page (Teacher-in-Charge), A van Wyk, D Murray.
Back Row L–R: A Cloete, D Slogrove, M Otto, T Roberts, J Kearney, G Mazzone.
132

The Pretorian

The French Conversation club enjoyed a very
successful year. We invited the matric French classes
from Pretoria High School for Girls to join us, which
motivated the boys to ensure that they did not miss
any Wednesday afternoon sessions.
Although the numbers of girls attending dwindled
as the year progressed, both the boys and the girls
enjoyed working out role-play dialogues together.
The year we tried new role-play dialogues which
we had not done in class. One in particular which
proved most amusing was based on the theme “A la
douane”. Another which proved to be great fun was
the “Visit to a restaurant”, which had to include a
complaint. In several instances, things became quite
heated as those playing the role of waiters tried to
apologise for mistakes made in the kitchen.
Another dialogue which had us rolling in the
aisles was done by Maël Tohoungba and Sitha Myint.
Both are fluent in French and were able to describe
a visit to a doctor and impending death with great
humour! Those pupils not fluent in French learned a
great deal from these two talented young men.
We also tried to focus on the needs of the matrics

this year by discussing IEB articles for which we
do not always have time to discuss in class. The
pupils were able to express their opinions on a
variety of topics such as the prevailing world
water crisis and whether or not we should stop
eating meat. Many interesting points of view were
raised when we discussed the article “Aimeriezvous être riche?”
The conversation club enabled us to prepare for
the PBHS / PHSG French evening which took place
in the third term. Some of the matrics worked out
skits and dialogues based on the short stories which
we had studied, and again I have Maël and Sitha to
thank for their excellent work. They were willing
always to do more than was asked of them.
I thank Chris Elsenbroek for his support and
diligence in attending every week, and the Form IV
boys who attended regularly and enthusiastically.
Their desire to improve their spoken French is
most encouraging.
Mme H Gioia
(Master in Charge)
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French Conversation Club

Front Row L–R: S Myint, Mrs H Gioia, M Tohoungba.
Back Row L–R: C Elsenbroek, B Tohoungba, D Thomas, A Jones, E Soar, N Joshi.
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Hiking Club
Fanie Botha Hiking trail – Sabie to Graskop (Mpumalanga)
During the July holiday the Hiking Club, after many
discussion took on the much talked about Fanie
Botha Hiking trail.
We took the new school bus down to the Lowveld
and this meant that we could take a bigger group on
this hike than normal. Mr McDonald, Mr Badenhorst
and Mrs Badenhorst accompanied the boys on this
trip.
The first days hike wasn’t the most beautiful as
it just followed the loggers road into the plantation
for 8km to the overnight hut. The delicious smell of
a combination of boys cooking their food quickly
filled the air after some members of the group had a
nice cold wash.
The following day took as high into the mountains
through indigenes bush along the most beautiful
mountain stream. This was a tough day’s hike and
doing it with a cold even more so, as Mr McDonald
will remember. The spectacular views from the top
of the mountain were definitely worth the sweat and
sore legs.

2

1

4

3

5
1. Victor Hugo's pyrrhic victory dance (Fanie Botha trail)
2. Stepping out on the Fanie Botha trail are Mark Coetzee,
Hieronymous Crous, Daniel Taverner, Philip Immelman, Richard
Bettman and Ryan Fair.
3. A much-needed tea break during the Num Num trail with the
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With Mr McDonald’s departure to the local
doctor the rest of us started the third and longest
day’s hike. High in the mountains the hard hiking
was rewarded with spectacular, panoramic views
and herds of wild life roaming the open space. We
stopped regularly for a snack and to enjoy this part
of our lovely country.
On our arrival at the overnight hut the boys
had more than enough energy left to start a sliding
competition which was a lot of fun.
Day four saw us all with renewed energy
embarking on the final day’s hike. We slowly
descended to the tourist town of Graskop.
While some of the group stayed at the hut with a
recuperated Mr McDonald the rest of us went to see
what Graskop had to oﬀer.
The bus arrived right on time as we were finishing
oﬀ our much deserved breakfast at a local pancake
shop.
Yet another hike concurred by the Pretoria Boys
High Hiking Club.
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6
inevitable question: " Are we there yet?"
4. Candlewood Camp dusk (Num Num trail)
5. Willem Pauw enjoying the scenery on the Fanie Botha trail.
6. Ryan Fair and Willem Pauw contemplate the waterfall and abyss
(Num Num trail)

During March 2012, we set out to do the two day
Num-Num hiking trail that is situated on the eastern
Mpumalanga escarpment region on the other side
of Machadodorp. This hike has been rated by Green
Flag as moderate to diﬃcult and is not regarded as
a walk-in-the-park. It is however, one of the more
beautiful trails that has spectacular views across the
Komati gorge which leads down into the Badplaas
valley. It is also known for its many waterfalls
and riverine areas. The trail was named after the
indigenous evergreen edible floral shrub, Carissa
bisponosa, also known as the Milkplum.
As it has become customary to our hiking trips,
the travelling time in the PBHS mini-bus was
pleasant with lots of joking and unfortunate smells.
Our first night was spent in the Pongola Express,
two wooden interior vintage railway carriages
with a view onto the Skurweberg mountain pass. It
was a great experience sleeping in the small classic
compartment rooms connected by a narrow passage.
The first day was an early start along the 7.5km
Bergbas route. This route took us up to the top of a
mountain with a wonderful view of the valley below.
The route continued along the top of the mountain
through some strange rock formations. Soon a small
dam was in sight which was a sigh of relieve to some
as the cold water relieved sore feet and legs. After the
swim it was a short hike to the next overnight camp.
The Candlewood hut, built close to the edge of
the escarpment, faced the magnificent Uitkomst
Falls that are the second highest in Mpumalanga
with a drop of nearly 276ft. As there was a lot of
daylight left, we decided to take a quick stroll to the
base of the waterfall. The route soon ventured into
the riverine forest which carried on for much longer
that anticipated before reaching the waterfall. The
ice cold mist of the falls, turned down any hopes of
swimming. It however, was a wonderful refreshing

experience standing at the bottom of the falls! We
then decided to hike to the top of the waterfall where
we could see the water make its nearly 100m drop
down into the valley below. We soon noticed the
strong updraft on the edge of the cliﬀ and had loads
of fun throwing tufts of grass over the edge, only to
see them get hurled back over our heads, landing
several meters behind us. We also threw some of our
drinking water into the updraft to experience the
returned spray of droplets in our faces and we were
soon soaked and cooled down.
That night the sunset was in its full glory with
bright red and orange illuminating the sky. As it
darkened, our fire replaced the colours of the sunset.
As the night went on we started to have a shortage
of firewood so we set out with an axe to collect some
wood from a dead Black Wattle forest behind the
hut and returned with a huge pile, a little more than
planned. This then allowed long hours next to the
campfire.
The next day was a slow and steady start along
the 6.2 km Pom-Pon Way route. This route was much
more relaxed than the first day as we where walking
downhill into a valley with its many streams and
waterfalls along the way. On the final stretch we had
the hut in sight and with the route disappointingly
veering oﬀ to the left, we decided to take a little
shortcut by jumping a small fence. Even with the
improvised shortcut, we were physically finished!
On the way driving back to Pretoria, we enjoyed
a hard earned meal at the Alzu Spur on the N4 near
Middleburg. In summary, this was a really great
week-end hike we all enjoyed and it, like always,
was sad to head back to home. A big thank you goes
to Mr Macdonald and Mr Badenhorst for this funfilled trip.

Pensive smiles before the start of the long climb on the Fanie Botha trail.

Mouton Badenhorst getting ready for action in the old railway carriage
at the start of the Num Num trail.
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Num-Num Trail

By Ryan Fair
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Historical Wargames
“I am Claudius Germanicus, Commander of the
Northern Army!”
2012 was a great year for Wargames at Boys High!
Greg Laycock won the Junior World Championship
title in Durban at the International Wargames
Federation's World Individual Championships. This
was the second time that Greg has won this prestigious
title, the first being in 2011 in Athens Greece.
Previous Boys High Junior World Champions
include Erasmus Burger (Athens), Duane Havenga
(Washington DC), Paul Jooste (Helsinki), and Alex
Roodt (Port Elizabeth).
Regular provincial competitions are played in the
North West, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, Eastern and
Western Cape provinces.
Think of a wargame as fun chess. A wargame is
an easy-to-learn little game, which teaches analytical
thinking and uses a powerful mathematical model
to simulate real-life battlefield interaction. Its not
surprising that most of our old boys have gone
on to study engineering, accounting or software
development, as the mathematical basis of the
game is easy to relate to these careers. Boys High is

very lucky to have a wargames club and boys are
encouraged to develop their analytical, mathematical
and management skills.
If you have ever played World of Warcraft, or
Age of Empires, you have played a wargame on a
computer. The diﬀerence is that in playing a wargame,
such as we do, each player faces another human
face-to-face. No computer AI can compete with the
passion and cunning of a worthy opponent. On the
table top, each player unpacks his army, measures
his moves and calculates combat outcomes. The
complex mathematical system underlying the game
ensures an even playing field which makes the game
easy to learn, yet diﬃcult to master.
If you want to earn colours for your school and
participate in World Championship events, either
for board games, or eSports, the PBHS Mind Sports
Wargames Club is for you.
Google 2012 IeSF for the results of the eSports
World Championships.
Mr Carl Holliday
(Master in Charge)

Connor Humphries on duty at the
Commencement Ceremony, with
medals won during that year

Close-up of 15mm figures, Provincial
Colours shirt and medals
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First Lego League is the biggest single science
and technology competition in the world for nine
to sixteen year-olds. Its main aim is to expose
youngsters to real world problems and to the way
in which technology can be applied to solving these
problems.
FLL espouses certain core values which must be
illustrated by everybody involved in whatever way
with the competition, from contestants to oﬃcials
and even parents and friends who attend the
competition as spectators. Some of these core values
are: gracious professionalism; the children do the
work; treating everybody with respect; the fact that
we compete against problems not people.
The theme of the annual challenge is announced
early in September, which leaves only eight weeks
in which to accomplish a variety of tasks. The 2012
theme was “Senior Solutions: Engaged, MobileConnected”. It dealt with topics such as aging, agerelated diseases and problems. Each team had to
identify a research topic in the area of the challenge.
This led to identifying a real-life problem to which
they have to furnish an innovative solution. This
year’s problem was that old people often forget
to take their medication, which can lead to other
problems. The team created an automated pilldispenser which uses both auditory and visual cues
to remind the aged individual when it is time to take
his or her medication. Research had to be shared
with the community, and had to be presented to the
judges on competition day.
We were partially sponsored by UNISA as part of
their ISET initiative, which led to our being invited
to attend an FLL Training Workshop organized
by UNISA on 25 September at their Muckleneuk
Campus. We were part of the ISET Lego League
Launch held annually at UNISA in the Kgorong
Building.
The second part of the competition relates to the
building and programming of an autonomous robot
(using Lego components, the NXT brick and NXT-G
software) which has to perform certain set missions,
each of which is worth a set number of points. A
maximum of 720 points could be scored this year in
a robot competition round which lasts for only two
and a half minutes. Three robot matches are played
and the highest scoring round is the one which will
count for the purposes of awarding trophies at the
end of the day.
Our 2012 FLL team, known as the PBHS
Macongals, consisted of Nicholas Stenos, Tyler
Riggs, Percy Mthimkhulu and Prashiv Radia. The
North Gauteng Championship took place on 27

October at UNISA. The team fared well, but not
well enough to make it through to the National
Championships. One of the team rules for the
season was: “What we learn is more important than
winning.” Learn the boys did, about robot building
and programming, doing research, talking to people
and explaining their solution and the reasons for
their having decided to do things the way they did.
The team did PBHS proud on competition day and
was awarded the Team Work trophy. This award is
presented annually to the team whose members best
demonstrate extraordinary enthusiasm and spirit,
exceptional partnership, utmost respect for their
own team mates, and support and encouragement
of fellow teams; they demonstrate confidence,
energy, strong problem-solving skills and great
group dynamics.
Unfortunately, the team did not make it through
to the national championships, to which only the top
five teams in each province are invited every year.
The team attracted much attention as the season
progressed and many boys wanted to know what
exactly FLL involves.
Mrs Karen Stenos
(Master in Charge)
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Lego Club

Front Row L–R: Nicholas Stenos, Mrs K Stenos (MIC),
Percy Mthimkhulu
Back Row L–R: Mitchell le Roux, Tyler Riggs
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Rugby Referee Society
Although 2012 was only the second year that the
referee society has been in existence, the society has
been a great success with many new and interested
young faces and also an increase in Union referees.
Nowadays, more and more boys are getting
serious injuries while playing the sport they love –
rugby. These injuries could cause one not to be able
to play for the rest of the season, or as in my case,
for the rest of one’s life. If you have been injured
but want to stay involved because of the love and
passion you have for the game, you should become
a referee. By becoming a referee you still play the
sport you love, just on the other side. I am not saying
that you should become a referee only if you get
injured. Like Duane van Wyk, you can be a referee

of the game and still play for the school. Becoming a
referee will also increase your knowledge of rugby,
which will improve your game.
This year we had three boys who blew games at
Boys High: Muhammed Mafuya blew ten games,
James Simpson blew sixteen games, and Duane van
Wyk was able to blow only one game as he picked
up an injury while playing rugby. We also had nonunion referees who were the linesmen for all the
open teams on Brooks Field throughout the season.
I challenge you to become a referee, to become
the man in charge. Who knows? You could end up
becoming the next Craig Joubert.
James Simpson

Front Row L–R: J Simpson, M Mafuya, Mr J Tucker (Master-inCharge), D Taverner.
Absent: D van Wyk.
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Students’ Christian Association
The SCA gives God the glory for the growth which
we experienced in the group, especially in the
day-boy SCA meetings. Some of the boys took the
initiative and ran meetings which took place daily
at the water polo pool. These meetings included
prayer, teachings and testimonies. Thursday evening
meetings included worship evenings, discussions,
DVD’s and bible study.
The highlights of this year include seeing boys
committing their lives to God and the growth
of small groups of boys who meet regularly to
share their faith. An outstanding feature was the
involvement of the senior boys who attended SCA
meetings so regularly. Their input set the tone for
the year’s spiritual growth and their strong moral
foundations as role models were important for so
many boys in the school.

I thank Zinhle Twala and Michael Truebody, the
chairmen of the Day-boy and Boarder SCA groups,
for their leadership and commitment. I thank Mrs S
Harbour for her work with the Day-boy SCA. She
arranged meetings on Friday afternoons and spent
much time in discussions with the boys.
The SCA invited a variety of guest speakers. We
thank Pearson Pretorius and Jon-Reece Evans for
addressing the group. We thank the Mothers Who
Care prayer group for all their support.
I firmly believe that the SCA is one of the very
important elements which contribute to the fact that
Boys High is such an excellent institution. ‘For me to
live is Christ, and to die is gain.’ Galatians 2:20
Mr John Webber
(Master in Charge)

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

SCA

Front Row L–R: D Thomas, J Oguttu, M Truebody, Mr J Webber (Teacher-in-Charge), C Reyneke, M Mpanya, A Boyes.
Second Row L–R: L Mpisana, R Kirpal, T Masimene, A Kgofelo, F Botha, T Boutlwanye, J Parvess, J Olusegun, B Coetzee, E Olusegun.
Third Row L–R: L de Wee, B Badi, R Hoekstra, W Reyneke, C Tavares, B van Veenhuyzen, B Coetzee, J Idowu, S Manana.
Back Row L–R: J Luhandjula, T Moyo, P Volschenk, J Weatherhead, D Drabile, T Letsoalo, R Drabile, T Sibanda.
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Society for National and International Affairs
This year was a year of changes for the SNIA. Firstly,
a word of thanks to Ms Gill Wroth for the inspiring
work that she has done over the past couple of years
with the SNIA. We were privileged to have received a
well functioning society when we began. The society
was led by a committee consisting of Ashik Pundit
(Chairman), Jonathan Oguttu (Vice Chairman) and
Geoﬀrey Sabeta (Secretary) all of whom were left us
at the end of 2012 after successfully completing their
Matric year at Pretoria Boys High School. Special
thanks go to these boys for all their hard work and
assistance they provided to us in facilitating our
entry into the SNIA as the new Masters in Charge.
The year began with a lecture by Mr Norman Taku
from the Human Rights Centre at the University of
Pretoria. He lectured the boys on the importance of
public speaking and what to do when giving a public
presentation. It was a highly informative, skills-based
lecture, vital for any person considering a career in
political science, international relations and law.
Ms Thato Modisi and her team from Amnesty
International gave a moving presentation to the
boys on the various human rights violations taking
place around the world. Amnesty International is
a worldwide movement of people who campaign
for human rights, mobilising volunteer activists to
help end the abuses of the rights to physical and
mental integrity. Their goals consist of a world
free of discrimination by promoting freedom of
expression and placing international pressure on
those institutions or individuals who contravene
these ideals. This presentation was vital to the SNIA
as it was decided that in 2013 we, as a group, would
expand our horizons and become involved in their
campaigns, thus extending the active role of the SNIA
within the national and international community.
This move towards political activism was reflected
in an internal ‘protest’ against the Protection of
Information Bill (POIB) which has recently been

passed by the National Council of Provinces (NCOP).
The protest took the form of a ‘broom planting’
activity on which were mounted powerful, thoughtprovoking messages that condemned corruption
and the ferment in the South African government.
These brooms were displayed around ‘Polly Shorts’
where the entire school would be able to see them.
This silent protest was accompanied by a highly
informative lecture by two high profile people in the
media world. Ms Katy Katapodis, Editor-in-Chief
at Primedia Broadcasting and Mr Yusuf Abramjee,
head of LEAD SA guided a large audience through
the practical implications and legality of the POIB.
They emphasised the importance of uniting as South
Africans to fight the POIB and what repercussions
this would have for our democracy and as individual
citizens of South Africa, should the bill be passed.
The boys were privileged to have been spoken to
by Mr Paul Pauwen from OUTA, the Opposition to
Urban Tolling Alliance. Mr Pauwen guided the boys
through what the Gauteng Freeway Improvement
Project consists of, illustrating the costs which
OUTA found to be unreasonable. Perhaps the most
interesting aspect of the lecture was the detail given
on the court case regarding urban tolling. Later
overturned by the Constitutional court, OUTA
had won the case in the high court that interdicted
SANRAL and the government from tolling.
One of the highlights of the year was a speech
given by Mr Willie Hofmeyr, the former head of
the Special Investigative Unit (SIU), former deputy
national director of Public Prosecutions and current
head of the Asset Forfeiture Unit (AFU). Mr Hofmeyr
spoke in great depth about the history, role and
functions of the AFU. He intrigued and captivated
a full house with past cases in which hardened
criminals and drug dealers have had their financial
assets, gained through criminal activity, seized.
The last speaker of the year was indeed both

The anti-corruption campaign which ran down the length of "Polly
Shorts" – the brooms were to signify that corruption in South Africa
needed to be swept out.

Members of the SNIA man the promotional table at the
Commencement evening for Form One pupils and other boys new to
the school.
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Front Row L–R: C Naidoo, J Oguttu (Vice-Chairman), A Pundit (Chairman), G Sabeta, K Lepinka.
Second Row L–R: D Seperepere, D Brink, F Coetzee, B Naidoo, B Nxumalo, E Olusegun.
Back Row L–R: Ms T Parker, Mr R Fourie.
Absent: R Redhi, C Kimble, O Dlulane.

moving and informative. The SNIA was privileged
to have Ms Jenny Schreiner, the Chief Deputy
Commissioner in the Department of Correctional
Services come speak to us. Ms Schreiner, who was
actively involved in the struggle for freedom in
South Africa and who was subsequently detained
for her eﬀorts, spoke to the boys about the gallows
at the C-Max prison in Pretoria. In her presentation,
she informed the boys about the problems with the
death penalty and about the numerous political
activists who were executed under the Apartheid
government. The boys expressed interest in visiting
one of the prisons and Ms Schreiner kindly agreed to
assist us in organising an excursion for 2013.
The 2012 group was fortunate to have gone on two
excursions this year. The first was a visit to the South
African Nuclear Energy Corporation (NECSA). Here
the boys were divided into two groups, the first being
those under the age of 18 who were taken to NECSA’s
Science Centre and shown how nuclear energy is
created and safely used. They were also given a
presentation on the South African Defence Force’s
Nuclear weapons during the Cold War, which were
later dismantled. After vigorous security checks and
clearance procedures, the boys over the age of 18 were
taken inside to go see the SAFARI-1 Nuclear Reactor.
When it was declared that none of our boys were a
threat to national security, we were accompanied
by Mr Elliot Mulane into a radiation proof room
overlooking the nuclear reactor. He explained how
the reactor works, its history and the various safety
measures that they have in place.
Our second excursion was to Freedom Park. This
was a humbling experience as we were explained

the ethos and ideals behind the park. Our guide
explained the various controversies that the park
had to endure and explained the solutions that
they had implemented. The park includes all the
names of the Boer women and children who died in
the British Concentration Camps, the names of the
soldiers (both white and black) who died in World
War I and II and the names of the Cuban, MK, APLA
and political activists who died during Apartheid.
The guide elaborated on the healing aspects that
the park tried to incorporate, including areas for
reflection and prayer. This was an excursion that
widened the views and knowledge of the boys and
helped their understanding of what happened in the
past and the government’s attempts at reconciliation.
Warm congratulations go to the following boys
for their achievement of colours for service:
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SNIA

Full Colours:
Ashik Pundit

Half Colours:
Jonathan Oguttu and Geoﬀrey Sabeta
Lastly, we would like to welcome in the new
Lastly
committee consisting of Emmanuel Olusegun
(Chairman), David Brink (Vice Chairman) and
Oyama Dlulane (Secretary). We have every
confidence that these boys will ensure that the SNIA
goes from strength to strength and has a fruitful and
successful year in 2013.
R Fourie, T Parker
Masters in Charge
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Wildlife Society
This has been a good year for the Wildlife Society.
We started by attending a Project 90 seminar at the
Johannesburg Zoo, aimed at school pupils and the
‘greening of schools’. This got the boys thinking
about how they could make a diﬀerence.
We visited the Kruger National Park – the prime
example of conservation in southern Africa. The
opportunity to experience nature at its best can best
be found there. Camping next to the swimming pool
at Letaba, adventuring along fence lines at midnight
while trying to spot the small cats, driving to Crooks
Corner, and interviewing Frank, the bird expert, all
make a great Kruger trip!
This was followed by a hike in the Pilansberg Game
Reserve, which was quite diﬀerent from the Kruger
experience – sleeping under the stars, no vehicles in
sight, no watches or cell phones. Sentry duty at night
was unexpected and challenging. How on earth does
one measure one hour by watching the stars? We
worked out that each observer would have measure
about twenty degrees of star movement before waking
the next man – it worked! We spent three days walking
through the reserve and had some great sightings of

rhino, giraﬀe, elephant and wildebeest.
In the fourth term some boys went on a game bird
management and shooting course at the Waterhaven
estate. The aim of the course was to teach boys how
to handle shotguns, safety, hunting, and what game
bird management entails. Much of the day was
spent shooting clay pigeons, which is great fun in a
safe and professional environment.
Throughout the year we have been working on
building an owl enclosure which will serve as a
rehabilitation centre for injured owls. The Wildlife
Society will soon take delivery of young owls, look
after them, feed them until they are strong enough
to look after themselves, and finally release them
back into the ‘wild’.
Each of these experiences has its own benefits
and covers diﬀerent facets of conservation, and they
all aid in educating boys about and exposing boys
to wildlife, and help them to become responsible
human beings.
Mr R Blackmore
(Master in Charge)

Front Row L–R: C Reyneke, G Kirsten, Mr P Loots, Mr R Blackmore, S Dreyer, M Pickering, D de la Rey.
Second Row L–R: G Jenkins, J Jacobs, J Wolﬀ, L Rochford, W Reyneke, B van der Veenhuyzen, D Michael, R Grant.
Back Row L–R: A Perring, C Engels, M Harris, A Hayes, M Knoetze, M Knoetze, M Nel.
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2

3

4
1. A walking safari in the Pilanesberg Game Reserve.
2. This is how the combis should look more often!
3. At the newly constructed owl enclosure, on the koppie.

4. The ‘Big 6’ enjoying the shade of the Mopani trees at Baleni
Cultural camp, Giyani.
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Photographic Society
The Photographic Society had an eventful and
exciting year. The society hosted several guest
speakers who discussed wildlife, sports, model and
wedding photography. Particularly memorable was
Kyle du Toit, an old Boy and wildlife photographer,
who spoke about his four-year experience
photographing the elusive African leopard.
The weekend camp at the Pilanesberg Nature
Reserve was an amazing opportunity for the boys
to take interesting shots of kingfishers, raindrops,
turtles and more! On one Sunday afternoon, the
Photographic Society had a live photo shoot with
aspiring young models. Another event included
Martin Short teaching the boys tricks using long
exposure and flash to create ghost-like images
around the school building. On Mandela Day,
the boys embarked on a sixty-seven minute
shoot around school to create a collage of Nelson
Mandela made out of Boys High faces. This year
we encouraged sports photography in which high
shutter speeds were employed around the Water
Polo pool and alongside the sports fields to capture
the boys’ sporting abilities.
A collaboration with Nikon South Africa in their
‘Shoot for Life’ schools project was created. A day- long
workshop was spent at their oﬃces with professional
photographers giving a theory lesson followed by a
practical shoot in their studio. The Nikon inter-school
shoot-out organised at the Pretoria Zoo was great
fun; pupils were given an hour and a half to capture
creatively images in diﬀerent categories, such as
water at play, texture, city meets nature, cat diaries
and snack time. The overall winner of the competition
was Werner Reyneke with Jonathan Naidoo sharing
second place.

Trying out macro-photography in the
Pilanesberg Game Reserve
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The photographs produced this year were of
outstanding quality. Regular adjudication ensured
that boys’ work was judged and that feedback
was given. Miss Light was excellent in sharing her
creative insight on composition and the purpose
of an image. The Photographic Exhibition, Erratic
Energy, showcased fifty-six excellent photographs,
many of which were sold. Boys learned an
invaluable lesson about mounting their own work.
Lee Warren, a renowned sports photographer for
Gallo Images, opened the exhibition by encouraging
boys to question why they take photographs and
what meaning these images hold.
Several prizes were won by members of the
society. Jonathan Naidoo was placed second in
the Photographic Society of South Africa’s School
competition. Zander Taljaard, a promising Form I,
had two of his images ranked in the top nine of the
same competition. Both boys’ work was exhibited
at the Photo and Film Expo at the Coca-Cola Dome.
Werner Reyneke won a wildlife competition with
a photograph which was published in the Go
magazine. Alex Oelefse, Charl Reyneke, Mathew
Harris and George Bowmaker-Falconer were
awarded Full Colours, while Stephan Dreyer and
Jonathan Naidoo were awarded Half Colours.
In the words of famous French photographer,
Henri-Cartier Bresson, photography is all about “the
decisive moment, the simultaneous recognition, in a
fraction of a second, of the significance of an event,
as well as the precise organisation of forms which
gives that event its proper expression.”
Ms J Beckwith and Ms J Light
Masters in Charge

At the Commencement Ceremony

Front Row L–R: M Momberg, C Szczesniak, A Oelofse, C Reyneke, K Gaunt, M Harris, K Lourens.
Second Row L–R: A Louw, S du Toit, U Chonco, Ms J Beckwith, Ms M Hornsveldt, Ms J Light, A Mishev, L Haskins, C Flyn.
Third Row L–R: B Horn, M Petje, S Cohen, T Bogiages, W Reyneke, J Naidoo, G Bowmaker-Falconer, C Williams.
Back Row L–R: M Zaayman, A Swart, J Swanepoel, S Gaunt, I van der Vyver, M Nel, R Hutezo.

Werner Reyneke and a model in the Nikon studios

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Photographic Society

Alex Lambley (left) and Stephan Dreyer (right) at the Athletics
Championships
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Photo Gallery

Stairway to … Kaira

Stephan – Number 2

Reyneke
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Mathew Harris – Moonlite Rome

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Science Club

G Bowmaker Falconer

Alex Oelefse – Hay Bails

Alex Olefse – Jumpin J Number 3

K Gaunt
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HOUSE REPORTS

Form V Geography Tour
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This was a better year than 2011 for the Science Club
as the membership went up to 10 members of which
3 were Matrics.
We went on a number of excursions such as
Ampath Blood Testing Laboratories, Scienza and
Pelindaba. Pelindaba was the highlight of the year,

and everyone enjoyed the visit to a nuclear reactor.
Making ‘silly putty’ was also great fun, and as
boys will be boys, they enjoyed making a huge mess
in the labs!
Daniella Albers

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Science Club

Front Row L–R: D Walker, J Hanekom, Mrs D Albers (Teacher-in-Charge), C Swanepoel, E Kone.
Back Row L–R: M Moosa, G Mazzone, T Khatide.

Juan Hanekom igniting the flame of education at Commencement
Ceremony

It’s dry but you can’t drink it!
Juan Hanekom and Chris Swanepoel at the Commencement Ceremony
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THE MANY FACES OF BOYS HIGH

Photo Essay
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