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Water Polo U15C

Water Polo has become one of the most popular
sports offered by the school and PBHS is fortunate
enough to have both C and D teams in most age
groups. Unfortunately, many other schools cannot
field a C Team, so 80% of our fixtures this year have
been against B teams. With the odds stacked against
us, the U15C team has shown true Boys High spirit
and dignity in winning and in losing. We had our run
of wins and draws and only a few very hard-fought
losses.

If one were to name a player of the season it
would have to be our captain, Jared Swanepoel, for
his excellent goalie work. Our most improved player
of the season is Morgan Acker, who moved up to the
C team mid-season and who became a force to be
reckoned with in the pool with his excellent defence.
The C Team is always a training ground for up-and-

Water Polo U15D

The water polo season started with some intense
fitness training. It became clear from early on that
we had quite a diverse pool of talent; so much
of our time was utilised learning the basics. The
beauty about water polo at our school is that all
boys are welcome and encouraged to participate.
The U15D squad was thus very large this year. The
down side of such a big squad is that our players
did not get as much game time in the water as they
would have liked as we had to continually rotate

coming B Team talent, and after the first term Micheil
Cross, Calvin Heard, and Hlangi Denga were called
up to a well-deserved place in the B team.

The game of the season was played against St
Davids B team. The boys were nervous going into
the game after watching our B team very narrowly
beat the St Davids B team. We went on to win our
game 5-1 with the team playing one of their best
games of water polo.

I have coached this team for two years, and it has
been an absolute pleasure working with them. Their
commitment, sense of humour and fighting spirit
will stand them in good stead for the U16 trials next
season.

Mrs Joni Jones
Coach

the players. Despite the team having few fixtures
this season, their enthusiasm for the sport and team
did not wane. It has been a real pleasure working
with these boys this year. If they continue with
their “never-say-die” attitude, I have no doubt that
we will see them moving up the ranks in the years
to come.

Mr Matthew Currie
Coach
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Water Polo UT14A

It has been a pleasure coaching the U14As. My team
comprised of thirteen boys who were all willing
to give everything for the side. Although we went
through a rough patch towards the end of the season,
the team performed well winning the majority of
their fixtures and coming sixth out of twenty teams
at the Jeppe National U14 tournament.

This season the focus was on teaching the boys
the value of teamwork. All the boys played well and
improved tremendously throughout the season. It
is a team sport but we must make special mention
of Tiryn Garisch, my most improved player of

Water Polo U14B

I would like to change things around and first make
mention of the last match of the season. I do this to
illustrate how far the young water polo players have
come this year. In this match we convincingly beat,
undoubtedly, one of the best water polo schools, 10-
4. Against St John’s our boys showed again that they
will be a real force to reckon with in years to come.
From the minute they gathered around the pool for
the ice-breaker until the final whistle blew, I knew
that these boys meant business. You could see it
in the way they warmed up, and there was a quiet
confidence in their eyes.

During the season we beat the likes of KES, St
Davids, Affies and Parktown. What makes some
of these results so spectacular is that many of the
teams we played against, played water polo in their
preparatory schools. Almost all of our players played
water polo for the first time this year, and if you
consider our last match of the season one would find
it hard to believe that it was the same inexperienced
team. They play with a kind of awareness expected
from players with more experience than them.

The team was also crowned the IPL team of the
year. This is because they performed the best at the
internal league on Wednesdays. They beat many

Water Polo U14C, D and E

In first term the squad of more than forty boys
arrived as “tadpoles” eager to grow and learn from
their coaches and each other. After many a fitness
session treading water and running suicides the
boys grew physically. Essential water polo skills
of passing, setting up the “D” and shooting were
developed. Boys grew mentally by playing IPL
games and learning team tactics. By the end of the
fourth term these “frogs” were a match for any team!

Enthusiasm and energy were undoubtedly the
most outstanding characteristics of these boys. Such

the year, who despite his late entry into the team
improved exponentially into possibly the best Ul4
keeper I have seen. My player of the season is Deon
Schiirmann, his control on attack and unbelievable
defence kept our team in the game every time.

There is enormous potential in this squad and
I have no doubt some of these boys will represent
our 1st Team in the near future. I look forward to
possibly coaching them next year.

Jason Tunnell
Coach

of the older boys and made it very difficult for the
organisers to place an accurate goal difference for
matches during the season. The team consisted
of: Bryan Fernandes, James McGillewie, Dean
Godfrey, Adriaan Odendaal, Arno Snyman, Eugene
Hechter, Tyrone Sanders, Rylan Dickson, Kagiso
Woodbridge, Jason Phitides, Chris du Toit, Teagen
Keenen, Steven Kennealy, Ross Botten and Wesley
Busacker.

Many times during the season we discussed what
it means to wear the Boys High cap and costume.
We spoke about team work and playing for the mate
next to you. I mentioned leaving nothing behind
and having no regrets. I can safely say that watching
these boys play made me proud to be their coach.
They took all our talks to heart and made old boys
proud to be associated with the school.

Thanks go to Mr Daniel Harvey who helped out
when I had other commitments, and to all the boys
from the U14B team who made this a memorable
a season I will certainly remember for
many years to come.

season...

Cornelius Smit
Coach

traits stood them in good stead for the late five
o’clock practice times in freezing water or narrow
defeats. This only encouraged greater team spirit
and camaraderie in the good times. Overall it was
a brilliant season with much development all-
round. Thanks to the boys for a truly memorable
experience. We look forward to seeing them grow
into young men as the seasons continue!

Craig Edmund, Travis Hadley and Ms Beckwith
Coaches
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Let the dogs out!

We are proud of our association with
PRETORIA BOYS HIGH SCHOOL
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