
 

 

 

 
 

  
 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
My thanks go to our leaving group of Form V parents for their support these past five years. It is 
hard to believe that your son’s time at school is almost over and I hope he has enjoyed his 
schooling at Boys High. I hope he has immersed himself in the life of the school and has tried 
something he would otherwise not have done. I hope he has made lasting friendships and has a 
plethora of good memories that he can take with him when he leaves. I wish him well for the many 
ceremonies we will have as part of the leaving process and for his final examinations. 
 
At the Pipe Band assembly, I spoke to the rest of the school about how they now move up in the 
hierarchy of the school, how their roles will change and the responsibilities that will accompany 
their new position in the school. I ask that parents spend some time with their boys revisiting goals 
and dreams and re-focusing them on the path that lies ahead of them next term and next year. 
 
Academic 
All boys will be receiving their Term III reports electronically and your son’s results can be 
accessed on the school portal as explained in the communication from the Academic Department. 
Please use this holiday to help your son set his academic goals for the final term and, more 
importantly, how he intends to achieve these goals. I remind Form IV parents of the importance of 
the Form IV examination as these results are used for early admission to universities. 
 
Extra Murals 
The busy, but productive, winter season is now over and I commend the school on what was a 
largely successful time. Two moments stood out for me. The first was the rugby team’s win over 
Affies, which was a special moment indeed for coaches, players and the school community at 
large. The sense of accomplishment felt in the school for many weeks afterwards was tangible. 
The second was the historic moment when, at one of the Reunion assemblies, we handed our 
colours for soccer for the first time. It was a special moment indeed. 
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On the cultural side, we had yet another spectacular Four Schools concert, hosted by Affies. My 
compliments go to the music boys and staff for their tremendous efforts and my thanks go to the 
parents for their support throughout this process. The result was special indeed.  
 

 
 
Staff news 
We welcome Ms Roxy Meaker to our teaching staff as an Afrikaans teacher replacing Mrs Gower. 
We wish her a long and happy stay with us. 
We also welcome Mr Ferdi Louw (who is an Old Boy) to our sports staff as our new Director of 
Water Polo. We know he is going to have a positive impact on this sport and our boys and wish 
him well as he starts his time with us. 
Congratulations to Suzette Van Wyk who was married on 9th August and is now Mrs Suzette 
Hayward and to Rob and Anel Fourie who welcomed their baby girl, Isla, on 8th August. 
 
Building projects 
Parents will have seen a few construction sites around the school. The biggest project is the 
replacement of the carpet on our hockey astro turf. This project will include the provision of a new 
e-layer as well as a brand new water-based playing surface and an enlarged practice facility that 
will have its own e-layer but will have the old carpet as the surface. This new facility should last 
another ten years – the accepted lifespan of an artificial playing surface. The total cost of the 
project of just over R4 million has been funded by accumulated savings over the past six years. 
 

    
 
 



 

 

The second project is the extension of the weights gym. For many years we have been wanting to 
expand the gym to allow more boys space to train and through a very generous donation from an 
Old Boy that covered most of the cost, we will be able to provide a much bigger space for our 
boys. 
 

     
 
The third project is a pet project of mine, which is the construction of a stone bridge at the Loch to 
replace the old wooden bridge that was in a sad state of repair. This project has also been funded 
by donations from Old Boy reunion groups and a departing matric class. 
 

                     
 
IBSC Conference 
The annual International Boys Schools Coalition conference took place in Montreal, Canada and 
was a great success. Over 600 delegates from around the world gathered to learn more about 
teaching boys and to share best practice. It was a privilege to be part of the conference and I 
came back with many ideas, which I have shared with the staff and the SGB. The conference 
focused on the Arts as part of boys’ schools and was refreshing and stimulating. Much was also 
said about the state of teenage boys’ emotional wellness and it appears as if schools around the 
world are battling with similar problems to schools in SA, with teenage anxiety and depression on 
the increase. We will be looking at ways of incorporating these ideas into our calendar next year to 
try to reduce stress and pressure on our boys, yet prepare them well for life after school. 
 
2020 School Calendar 
The 2020 school calendar dates are available online. When we looked at the dates, we noticed 
that Freedom Day fell on a Monday, which made Workers’ Day the Friday of the same week. Out 
of concern for absenteeism, we then proposed a change to the calendar which has been accepted 
by the GDE and which will apply to our school only (at this stage). We will thus close school for the 
week of 27 April – 1 May 2020. We WILL be playing winter fixtures on 25 April, the Saturday 
before, but there will be no fixtures on 2 May. 
 



In order to make up the three missed school days, we will be coming back to school at the start of 
Terms II, III and IV one day sooner, starting on the Monday instead of the Tuesday. We felt 
parents, boys and teachers would happily come back to school a day earlier for three terms to be 
able to get a full week’s holiday in the middle of the second term. 
 
Parents’ Association 
The PA will be losing a number of members at the end of this year as their sons leave school. We 
are in need of parent volunteers to be part of the Parents’ Association for next year – either as an 
organiser of events and activities or as a worker at these events. If you are able to help in any 
way, please contact the staff liaison with the PA, Mr Mike Smuts at msmuts@boyshigh.com and 
he will advise you on the way forward and on what may be required of you. 
 
Notice Period 
Should you need to take your son out of the the school, parents are reminded that a month’s 
notice is required for dayboys and a term’s notice for boarders (or payment in lieu of notice). 
 
Final Thoughts: Masculinity 
Much has been said recently on the topic of masculinity and questions asked, quite rightly so, 
about traditional roles men have played. We have been made aware of shocking cases of gender-
based violence and are being asked to think about how this can be prevented in the future. 
 
I happen to believe that boys’ schools, far from being places of misogynists who perpetuate 
outdated gender roles and behaviour, are in the perfect position to make a real difference with 
guiding male behaviour in society. We deal with young men every day and can talk to them in a 
way they understand. We are able to debate openly and honestly and can call out poor behaviour 
in a manner that can effect real change.  
 
There is significant pressure through social media as a result of the various causes such as 
#MeToo, #AmINext and #Menaretrash on our boys and we are determined to help them as best 
we can. Some have asked why we have been silent on the topic of gender violence. The answer is 
that we have not. We have adopted an approach to try to have a real and lasting influence on our 
boys. Our Life Orientation Department will be engaging in a series of workshops on the topic of the 
role of men in civilised society. Our Tutors have been talking to our boys about how Good Men 
behave and what is considered acceptable behaviour and we have been celebrating the vast 
majority of our boys who are indeed Good Men. 
 
Some of our boys have also been angry at accusations levelled at men in general and it has been 
quite a process to discuss these topics with them. We are determined that we will help parents 
raise Good Men. Our boys must not be ashamed or afraid to be men in society. Men are different 
from women and that is fine. Men can compliment women and treat women with respect and 
courtesy and that is also fine. But Good Men call out poor behaviour such as sexist jokes and 
catcalling. Good Men don’t engage in anything that belittles women or derides their contribution to 
society.  
 
Please help your son as he battles with these issues on his journey to manhood. Let us help him 
become a Good Man who not only respects himself and others but more specifically, knows how 
to treat women – his mother, sisters and friends.  
 
I wish you a restful, albeit short, holiday and hope that the final few months of the year are happy 
and productive for you and your son. 
 
Kind regards 
Tony Reeler           
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Holiday Sports Events 
 
Water Polo 
The first team is taking part in the annual SACS water polo tournament being held in Cape Town 
from 20th September until 24th September.  This festival is attended by all the top water polo 
playing schools in South Africa. 
 
Cricket 
The first team is taking part in the annual Michaelmas cricket festival being held at Maritzburg 
College from 20th September until 24th September. 
The second team will be at Michaelhouse from 21st September until 24th September. 
The U14A team will take part in the annual Charl van Rooyen festival held in Durban at Durban 
High School from 21st September until 24th September. 
 
 

BOYS ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

Our warm congratulations go to the following boys: 
 
Academic (Awards based on Form V 2019 Midyear results) 
Half Colours  Justin Cross, Alvin Drabile, Lloyd Hansmeyer, Keanu Jardim, Alexander 

Paulsen, Grant Petzer, Muziwakhe Mabena, Hilary Smit (re-awards); Miguel 
de Oliveira, Dylan Jones (new award) 

Full Colours Werner Bronkhorst, Daniël Cloete, Brendon de Beer, Juan Fourie, Mel Janse 

van Rensburg, Sükrü (Can) Kacar, Dylan Nel, Noko Phukubye, Zander 

Polson, Mbano Sibande, Halloran Stratford, Kian Trathen, Keaton Urquhart, 
Reinhardt von Brandis-Martini (re-awards); Massimo Bruzzaniti (new award) 

Honours Joshua Meise, Christian Pretorius (re-award); Luke Cavaleiro, Declan 
Humphries (new awards) 

 
 
Art & Culture Awards 
 
Cultural 
Pipe Band 
Half Colours  Piet Hoffman, Hyukjoo Kim, Kano Matlawe, Eduard Plint, Sphendulwe Siyaya
  
 
Senior Inter-House Basketball 
1st Place  Rissik 
2nd Place  Hofmeyr 
3rd Place  Solomon 
 
Junior Inter-House Basketball 
1st Place  Sunnyside 
2nd Place  Town 
3rd Place  Armstrong 
 
Inter House Tennis 
1st Place  Sunnyside 
2nd Place  Town 
3rd Place  Armstrong 
 



Senior Inter-House Rugby 
1st Place  School 
2nd Place  Rissik 
3rd Place  Solomon 
 
Junior Inter-House Rugby 
1st Place  Solomon 
2nd Place  School 
 
Sporting Awards 
Climbing 
Full Colours  Loren Ehlers, Edward Harvey 
Honours  Mel Janse van Rensburg 
 
 
Cross Country 
Half Colours Andre le Roux, Justin Solomons (re-awards); Byron Andrew, Brendon de 

Beer, Reece Wenhold, Xaidon Witbooi (new awards) 
Honours  Matthew Forrester 
Team Award  Nathan Gauld 
Junior Champ Eric Booyens 
Senior Champ Matthew Forrester 
Gauteng North Byron Andrew (U16) 
Headmaster’s Prestige 
Junior   Eric Booyens 
Senior   Xaidon Witbooi 
 
Fencing 
Half Colours  James Plant  
Full Colours  Jason Visser 
 
Hockey 
Half Colours Jeandré Kruger, Sello Mgayiya, Michael Miles, Thomas Pearse, Hanu 

Viljoen, Connor Wardlaw 
Full Colours Devon Allen, Luke Andrew, Alvin Drabile, Grant Finlayson, Anton Marx, 

Halloran Stratford, Michael Tullis 
Honours Nathan Meyer, Wisani Mushwana 
 
Rugby 
Half Colours Bruce Anderson, Aidan Bristow, Matthew Caldwell, Tom Calenborne, Jayden 

Collaros, Mikhail Edwards, Timothy Glatthaar, Liam Hartig, Stephan Krugel, 

Omphile Makhafola, Hope Mashabane, Bradley Mayekiso, Jandré Minny, 

Kyle Meadows, Jamie Nortje, Phoenix Twala 
Full Colours    Justin Cross, Reinhardt Nel    
Team Award Ruan van Rooyen (re-award); Matthew Coenraad, Janco Jonker, Wandile 

Madodonke, Matthew Neser (new awards) 
 
Soccer 
Half Colours Claudio Antoniazzi, Daniel Kriel, Justin Loutfie, Lesego Maloma, Bradley 

Mayekiso, Kopano Moumakoe, More Skosana 
Full Colours  Gianpierro Signorelli 
Team Award Refemetswe Botsheleng, Dylan Jones, Ian Maina, Avile Maja, Phomello 

Mokgabudi, Mihle Nozigqwaba, Tshepiso Ntuli, Nathan Schaaf 
 
Squash 



 

 

Half Colours    Calvin Botha, Jarrod Cousins, Kyle Holloway 
Full Colours    Gareth Craigen, Gabriel de Ponte, Kian Trathen 
 
Table Tennis 
Half Colours  Brandon Robinson 
Full Colours  Reza Mahomed 
 
 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS 
Archery – Phillip Nicholson was selected into the National Archery Schools Programme-NG 
Junior High A team and received junior provincial colours in NASP archery. 
Judo – Marciano de Oliveira achieved 2nd place in the individual Kata category at the SA Judo 
Open Championships and his Team Group 4 placed 1st.  Miguel de Oliveira’s Team Group 4 was 
placed 1st. 
Ballroom Dancing – Marciano de Oliveira and his partner placed 1st in the Latin category and 3rd 
in the Ballroom category. 
Fencing – Jesse Ndjeka won a Gold in the U20 (Epee) Men’s Epee at the Arno Classic 
Competition. 
Hockey – Nathan Meyer was selected for the SA U17 and Wisani Mushwana for the SA U18B 
teams. 
Ice Hockey – Gianmarco La Ruffa competed in the Interprovincial Ice Hockey tournament in Cape 
Town and won Gold in U16A team (of which he was the captain), Silver in the 18A and Bronze in 
the U20B team. 
Cross Country – Byron Andrew was selected to compete for the Junior Men’s Gauteng North 
team at the ASA 10 km championships. 
Squash – Gareth Craigen placed 6th in the U16 SA School rankings 
 
 


