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 Pretoria Boys High School, past and present 
 
Boys High is one of the great South African 
schools, not only because of its grounds and 
buildings, but also because of the calibre of 
person it produces. Great men have walked 
the corridors of this school before you, 
among others, two Nobel Prize winners, Dr 
Max Theiler, who produced a vaccine 
against yellow fever and Dr Michael Levitt for 
his work in Chemistry. Eighteen Rhodes 
Scholars, two university principals, at least 
eight supreme court judges, an archbishop, a 
bishop, thirty-two high-school headmasters, 
five international cricketers, four Springbok 
rugby players and many other great men 
attended this school. 
 
In the 1880s the South African Republic 
Government built the Staatsmodelskool on 
the corner of Skinner and van der Walt 
Streets. The school was not in operation for 
very long because, when the Second Anglo 

Boer War broke out in 1899, many staff members and boys went to join the 
commandos. The building was changed into a prisoner of war facility, and it was at 
this time that Sir Winston Churchill was captured and imprisoned there. Later he 
made his famous escape from the building. 
 
In 1900, Pretoria was captured by the British and the Transvaal became a British 
Colony, although the war dragged on. There was no school for English speaking 
pupils, so the Staatsmodelskool building was utilised for the purpose. The school 
opened on 3 June 1901 under the headmaster Charles Hope. The initial enrolment 
was 32 pupils, both boys and girls, which increased to 132 by August of that year. Mr 
Hope left 15 months later. The girls left the school at the same time. They moved to 
the old building of the Staatsmeisieskool and named it the Pretoria High School for 
Girls. The remaining classes were split into primary and high school and remained 
like this until 1905. 
 
With the departure of the girls the enrolment fell to 84, but under the new 
headmaster, Harold Atkinson, the enrolment increased to 100 boys by 1903. The 
name of the school was also changed to the Pretoria College. Mr Atkinson left at the 
end of 1905 and was succeeded by J F Acheson who stayed with the school until it 
moved from Skinner Street. 
 

 



Lord Milner was intent on creating a stable education system. For this reason, he set 
aside 200 hectares of ground to the south-east of what was then the town of 
Pretoria. The southernmost 60 hectares, which included the Waterkloof Kop, was to 
become the site where Pretoria Boys High School was to be built. The school's 
design was done by Piercy Eagle who met the challenge admirably and produced an 
architectural masterpiece, in true English classical revival style. The position on the 
ridge was to give the school a dramatic setting, with the three original buildings (the 
main school building and the first boarding houses) forming a symmetrical whole. 
 
At the beginning of 1909 General Smuts, then colonial secretary of the Transvaal, 
officially opened the doors of the school. A few days later 180 boys and staff of the 
Pretoria College moved into the building. On 6 April 1910, 100 boys and staff from 
Eendracht Hoërskool, moved into the building and the combined school was re-
named Pretoria High School for Boys/Pretoria Hogerskool voor Jongens. The 
combination of English and Dutch may seem strange but this was just after the 
creation of the Union of South Africa and Smuts wanted to create unity from grass 
roots level. He sent his own sons to the school. Two boarding houses, Rissik and 
Solomon House were built in 1909 with the third, School House, established in 1914. 
 
Smuts understood well the situation that the school was in and as a result, he 
handpicked the first headmaster of the institution. William Hendrik Hofmeyr became 
the school's longest serving headmaster. He was Headmaster of the school for 25 
years. Hofmeyr had seven sons and they all attended the school; three went on to 
become Rhodes Scholars. One of his sons, Will, became a member of staff and his 
involvement as a coach and teacher is renowned. The cricket oval named after him 
is regarded as one of the finest in the country. 
 
William Hofmeyr stayed as headmaster throughout the First World War. The war 
cost the school 28 Old Boys and the memorial in front of the main building, along 
with the bells, was erected in their memory with the words, "To the Glory of God and 
in memory of those of this school who gave their lives in the Great War this clock is 
dedicated". The Westminster chimes are identical to those of the Union Buildings. 
 
By the 1920's divide between English and Afrikaans became more apparent. 
Consequently, Afrikaans Hoër Seunskool was formed across the railway line. The 
schools, although defined by a different medium of instruction, have a great 
relationship. This is shown by the sporting events between them. The annual rugby 
derby is the highlight of the sporting calendar. 
 
Hofmeyr was succeeded by Daniel Duff Matheson. He took over the reins in 1935 
and under him the enrolment increased from 450 to 800 boys. Matheson saw the 
school through the Second World War when once again the cost was felt and the 
school lost 93 Old Boys. Matheson left in 1949 and in 1960 a drinking fountain at the 
pavilion was erected in his memory. Matheson House (a day house) was later 
named in his honour. 
 
The departure of Matheson brought along Noel M Pollock. He was the first Old Boy 
to assume the position of headmaster. Pollock's time in office was marked by many 
changes in the country and he did well in maintaining morale within the school. In his 
final year, 1955, the First Cricket Team went through the season unbeaten. It was at 



about this time that Boys High had a run of great cricketers. Among others were Ken 
Funston, Eddie Barlow, Syd Burke, Glen Hall and Jackie Botten. Hockey was also 
introduced at the school and in 1976 Boys High became the first school to send a 
hockey team to England. 
 
The next headmaster was yet another Old Boy, Desmond Abernethy, who left his 
post as an inspector to become a headmaster, a move he described as a "downward 
promotion". Before Abernethy left in 1973, the school reached an enrolment high of 
1000 boys and Art became a popular subject. Great schoolmasters of the time 
included Walter Battiss, Larry Scully and Clinton Harrop-Allin. Music also became 
popular and Boys High produced Leo Quayle, a renowned musician. 
 
In the early 1960's, renovations began once again as new classrooms were built and 
the old school hall was demolished and the then “new hall” school hall, opened on 26 
August 1964. 
 
Malcolm Armstrong was the eighth headmaster of the school and only the second 
born in South Africa. Armstrong placed great emphasis on a balanced life and for 
this reason a great number of clubs and societies began during his term of office. 
During his administration a number of projects were undertaken, including the 
building of thirteen staff houses, the gymnasium, two science laboratories, the new 
swimming pool and Loch Armstrong.  
 
In 1990, Bill Schroder became headmaster. A former head prefect of Rondebosch 
Boys High, Mr Schroder was a positive headmaster who embraced change. He said 
the following about the school and its future, "I have no doubt that we can withstand 
any problems that the future may throw at us. I believe that a school such as ours 
must try to remain ahead of change, as it has in the past. I believe Boys High can 
become a genuine microcosm of the new South Africa." During his time as 
headmaster the enrolment increased to over 1500 pupils and this expansion was 
accompanied by an expansion of the house system with four new day houses being 
created.  The school’s facilities were also much expanded with the addition of three 
sports fields, a rugby pavilion, a central dining hall and an artificial hockey field. 
 
Mr Tony Reeler was appointed as the present headmaster with effect from July 
2010. 

Mr Reeler has been fully credited by his colleagues for having kept the School's 
building project on track by ensuring the completion of the new school hall and 
media/music centre which was opened in 2016.  

Other legacies that Mr Reeler will take with him are the introduction of A-level 
English and Mathematics; robust diversification of different cultures within the 
School; and maintenance of a now aged property. Full credit, for instance, needs to 
be given for the general upgrading of the buildings and grounds which are in pristine 
condition and the sandstone restoration of the main buildings. 

 
 
 



As a boy Mr Reeler was schooled at Rondebosch Boys High School. He graduated 
with a BSc. at UCT and began his teaching career at Grey High School in PE, 
spending 11 years there in various leadership roles before returning to Rondebosch 
as Deputy Headmaster. Later he was Headmaster of Pinelands High for seven years 
before being appointed Headmaster of PBHS in 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 

   

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION DOCUMENT 

 

1. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Pretoria Boys High School was established on its present premises in 1909. 
PBHS is an academic school with the majority of the pupils following a 
University Entrance course. We believe in striving for excellence in whatever 
endeavour we undertake. We insist on the highest standards of behaviour and 
appearance from all our pupils. 

 
The School is governed by a Governing Body elected by the parents. This 
means that the school community is responsible for the entire upkeep and 
running costs of the School, while the State pays the salaries of a prescribed 
number of staff, academic and non-academic. The School caters for ± 1550 
boys, ± 315 of whom are in boarding, from Form I - V. 

 
2. FINANCES 

 
 2019 School Fees 

Tuition Fees  R 52 750 per annum (Form I - II) 
   R 50 600 per annum (Form III – IV) 
   R 51 500 per annum (Form V-incl. book deposit) 

  
 Prospective Form I parents need to take specific note that as from 2020, a 

differentiated fee exists for the Form I year.  The school has plans to 
accumulate a fund for future capital developments. 

The School Prayer 

 

O Lord, God of Truth, Whom to know is everlasting life, and to serve is perfect freedom, 
grant that we may draw near to Thee in thought, word and deed. 

 

Inspire us with the love of Thy creatures and Thy laws, that in all humility and 
teachableness, with patience and understanding, by honest and earnest labour, we may 
seek after knowledge as a blessing that cometh from Thee. 

 

Whether it be our part to teach or learn, to rule or obey, make us feel Thy presence in our 
several duties, filling us with reverence for the beauty and wonder of Thy universe, and 
pouring on us a spirit of justice, gentleness, and mutual goodwill. 

 

Thus by Thy grace, may we so use this house of learning, that we may prepare our powers 
of body, mind and spirit, to advance the good of man and the Glory of God.    
 
Amen. 

 

 

 



 2019 Boarding Fees 
 Boarding Fees  R 63 500 per annum (additional) 
 Boarding House Fund R 2 600 (This amount is payable by boarders only 

when they enter the School. It is a one-off payment on a sliding scale, 
depending on the level of entry and is non-refundable) 

 
 All fees are compulsory and are payable strictly in advance or on a 
 regular basis. The following methods of payment are available: 

 
 a) in full at the BEGINNING of the year; a discount of 3% is offered. 
 b) at the BEGINNING of each month via a debit order over a period of 

TEN months, starting from January and ending on 1st October. 
  

3. SUBJECTS 
 

For your information, the following compulsory subjects are currently offered 
to Grade 8 & 9 pupils: English (Home Language), Afrikaans or Sepedi (First 
Additional Language), Mathematics, Natural Sciences, History, Geography, 
Technology, Economic Management Sciences, Life Orientation, Creative 
Arts/Music. 

 
An optional subject has to be selected: Either German or French (as Second 
Additional Language). PLEASE NOTE, however, that the optional subject 
choice will depend on demand and the availability of teachers.  
 
The following Senior Phase subjects are available i.e. from Grade 10 to 12: 
Compulsory: English (Home Language), Afrikaans or Sepedi (First Additional 
Language), Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy and Life Orientation. 
Choices:  Accounting, Business Studies, Engineering Graphics and Design, 
French (Second Additional Language), Geography, German (Second 
Additional Language), History, Information Technology, Life Sciences and/or, 
Physical Sciences, Music and Visual Arts. 
 
A-level Mathematics and English is offered by invitation only from Grade 10 to 
Grade 12. 

 
4. SCHOOL DRESS 

 
The proper school uniform must be worn at all times. Summer uniform: khaki 
shorts, short-sleeved khaki shirts, long khaki socks, brown official school 
shoes (see no. 5 below), school tie, grey school jersey. Winter uniform: long 
grey flannels, long-sleeved white shirt, short grey socks, school tie, jersey and 
shoes as for summer, school blazer, basher (boarders only), school scarves 
(which may not be worn in class.) The acceptable dress code should also be 
adhered to for all sporting activities. Please note that track-suit tops, wind-
breakers etc. may NOT be worn with the school uniform; the green school 
drimac may be worn in rainy weather only. All personal belongings must be 
clearly marked. 
 

 



5. SCHOOL STOCKLISTS 
 

(Situated in Jacaranda Drive on school premises alongside the squash courts 
Tel: (012 460 7177) 
 
The Clothing Shop sells second hand as well as new uniforms and PBHS 
sportswear. The shop also sells the official school shoe (Grasshopper, 
Chestnut colour) which is compulsory. 
 
ALTERNATIVE STOCKIST: Constantia Outfitters, 84 Thomas Edison Street, 
Menlo Park Telephone: 012 460 8132 or at 469 Mendelssohn Street, 
Constantia Park: Telephone: 012 993 3130 

 
 NOTE: 

 1. Shoes to be purchased must be the official school shoe and are 
available from the school shop. This shoe is the Grasshopper, colour 
Chestnut 

 2. School Case: Boys are required to have a case, preferably with 
divisions, for carrying their books. These would be available through 
our stationery stockist. 

 
6. TEXT BOOKS/STATIONERY 

 
Text books are issued to pupils free of charge. In the event of a text book 
being lost or damaged, the parent will be asked to pay for a replacement 
copy.  Rockercen Stationery has been contracted by the school for the supply 
of stationery.  Stationery requirement lists are updated during the fourth term 
and order forms would be available on the school’s website.  

 
7. SPORT 

 
Cricket, Swimming, Soccer, Water Polo, Tennis, Squash, Cross Country, 
Rugby, Hockey, Athletics, Climbing, Basketball, Fencing, Table Tennis and 
Golf are all offered. Parents are advised that there are also certain sporting 
events during the year that are regarded as compulsory.  Letters are given 
out each term advising the dates and times of these events. 

 
8. CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

 
Aeronautical society, Archery, Ballroom dancing (Form 3-5 only), Boys 

Highlights, Bridge Club, Business Club, Chess Club, Creative Writer's Club, 

Debating Society, Drama Club, Fantasy Wargames, Film Club, First Aid 

Society, French Conversational Classes (Form 3-5), Gumboot Dancing, 

Hiking Club, Media Centre (Library), Photographic Society, Pipe Band, 

Pretoria Boys High School Choir, Public Speaking, Science Club, Social 

Outreach, Society for National and International Affairs (SNIA), Student 

Christian Association (SCA), Technical Support, Vedic Students Society, 

Wildlife Society. 

 

 



Music: Choir, Brass Choir, Clarinet Choir, Big Band, Dixie Band, Symphony 

Orchestra, Pipe Band, String Quartet and a Sax Quartet (the quartets depend 

on availability of suitable players) Guitar and Sax Ensembles. 

 

9. RULES FOR ARRIVALS, DEPARTURES, ABSENCES 

 

Motor vehicles are NOT permitted onto the upper level of the school grounds 

for the purpose of transporting children at the start and close of school. The 

boom is closed from 13h30 to 14h15. Should a boy need to leave early he 

must have a note from his parents and then obtain an Early Departure slip 

from Reception. If a boy is ill during school hours, he will be attended to by the 

nursing sister in the Sanatorium who will contact the parents, if necessary.  

Early departures – should a boy need to leave school early, an email must be 

sent to his housemaster and reception.  An early departure slip (from 

reception) must be signed by his housemaster. No exit will be permitted 

without this slip 

Please do not send your children to school if they are ill. Unless there is a 

family emergency, please do not telephone the school and ask for messages 

to be relayed to your son. Appointments with doctors, dentists, etc must not 

be made during school hours i.e. from 07:30 – 14:00. 

 

Boys must be at school from the FIRST to the LAST day of each term. If a 

pupil is absent, the Receptionist must be informed either telephonically or via 

email (reception@boyshigh.com) AND a note handed to his Tutor on the 

morning of his return. Should a boy miss an examination or standard test 

through illness, he must present a medical certificate from a doctor on his 

return and the parents should contact the Head of Studies on the day he is 

missing the exam or test. (svanwyk@boyshigh.com) 

 
10. TUCKSHOP   

 

We have three tuck-shops situated on the school premises. The main tuck 
shop is located at the top of Bob Fair Drive and is called Chartwells Cafe. The 
second tuck shop is the Aquatic tuck shop and is situated near the swimming 
pools. Both tuck-shop’s hours for the boys are Monday to Friday during first 
and second break. The main tuck shop (Chartwell’s Café) is open after school 
until 14:15.  The third tuck shop is situated in the Sommerville Pavilion and is 
opened after school for all the boys that are involved in extra mural activities. 
Boys are not allowed to buy from the tuck-shop during teaching times.  
 
All tuck-shops are operated by Chartwells. This allows us to provide the boys 
with good healthy choices at a reasonable price. A wide variety of freshly 
prepared foods are available on a daily basis.  
 
A pre-paid service is available which allows you to order food for your son for 
the whole term. A pre-paid card is also available in order to speed up the 
service time during break time.  We encourage the boys not to carry cash. 
 

mailto:reception@boyshigh.com


 

11. BICYCLES  

 

A lock-up bicycle shed is provided. However, no responsibility is accepted for 

the safe custody of bicycles and motor cycles and it is strongly recommended 

that you insure these. Bicycles should be locked to a fixed object and should 

not be fitted with valuable or easily removable gadgets. 

Boys entering or leaving the grounds should acquaint themselves with the 

school rules in regard to the use of the different routes within the grounds. 

 

12. INSURANCE 

 

The school has taken out a health & accident policy for all pupils and staff. 

Emergency response and evacuation via Netcare911 will be available for any 

pupil involved in an accident or incurring serious injury whilst taking part in 

official school activities at the school or at any alternative premises.  This will 

include care for 100% of resultant actual medical expenses not exceeding 

R25 000. 

 

Please take note that parents must insure against any loss of personal items 

or sporting goods. Cell phones fall into this category. We strongly advise 

that expensive personal items including cell phones, tablets, laptops, etc. are 

NOT brought to School. 

 

13. SCHOOL HOURS 

 

 07:30 – 14:00 Monday to Thursday 

 07:30 – 13:45 Friday. 

  

14. SECURITY 

 

Security arrangements are continually updated and re-viewed at the School. 

All gates are kept locked and parents and visitors must use East Gate (Roper 

Street) at all times. The only exception to this rule will be for special sport and 

evening occasions and parents will be notified via the boys when other 

arrangements are to be made.  

 

The access to the main buildings is restricted from 13:30 – 14.15. We appeal 

to all boys to look after their possessions and not leave their cases and sports 

bags lying around. While we do everything in our power to prevent thieving 

(and boys found guilty of this offence can face expulsion), it is unfortunate that 

this still does occur sometimes. 

 

 

 

 

 



15. THE SANATORIUM 

 

The school has a Sanatorium (staffed by Registered Nurses) which is situated 

halfway up Bob Fair Drive. The Sanatorium functions as a Sick Bay and First 

Aid Centre and is equipped to deal with minor ailments and injuries. Please 

take note that the health of each boy remains the parents’ responsibility as the 

San is not meant to be a primary health care clinic, day hospital or pharmacy. 

Parents of both day boys and boarders will be contacted in cases of 

emergencies, acute illness or chronic conditions which should be dealt with by 

a doctor. The counselling centre is located at the Sanatorium.  The services 

offered there are psychosocial and emotional support as well as academic 

and learning guidance and support.  This is a free service for the boys. 

  

16. PARENTAL AND PUPIL SUPPORT 

 

All boys are expected to involve themselves in every aspect of school life. 

From Forms I to III there are certain events, both sporting and cultural, which 

take place during the week and on Saturdays, at which attendance is 

compulsory. 

 

An earnest appeal is made to parents to give the Headmaster and Staff their 

full support in maintaining the discipline, tone, dignity and tradition of the 

School. 
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