
 

 

 

 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
As the long December break starts, I want to thank all parents and guardians for their support this 
past year. I think the year has been another good one in our history and it would not be possible 
without the support of our boys and their families. So many of my colleagues express concern 
about standards of discipline and lack of parent support and I am pleased to say that we still enjoy 
a great deal of support from our parents and our boys are largely very well disciplined.  
 
I spoke to your son about the upcoming holidays and that they are six weeks’ long. I urged them to 
make sure they are productively occupied. Yes, they do need a break and a holiday but I ask 
parents to try to encourage their son to read and to do something to keep their brains stimulated!  
 
The new term starts for boys on Wednesday 15 January and we expect all our boys to return 
appropriately dressed and groomed properly in order that teaching and learning can begin in a 
disciplined environment from the first day. 
 
Reading programme 
Our Form Is have been involved in a reading programme this year and I thought it necessary to 
share some of the results with you. When we tested them at the start of the year, it was with shock 
that we realized that only 10% of the year group were reading at a level expected of a 13-year-old 
child. Just over 80% were reading at a level that was five years or more below where they should 
have been – i.e. at age eight! I am pleased to report that after the course, 40% were at the correct 
level or above but there were still 40% reading at a level that was five or more years below 
expected.  
This is of grave concern to us as being able to read properly affects a child’s performance in all 
subjects. We will be continuing this programme with our Form Is next year and expanding it to the 
other Forms in the following year, once we have obtained more data to enable us to make prudent 
decisions. You can, however, now understand why we keep stressing how important it is that a 
child reads and reads often.  
 
Parents have a duty to ensure that their children read and I ask each of you to work with your son 
this holiday and get him to read. This is not unique, we feel, to Form Is coming in but a general 
concern throughout the Forms. 
 
Staff movements 
We congratulated Mr James Orr on the birth of his second daughter, Rose, to Mr and Mrs Rust on 
the birth of their second son, Hayden, born in September and to Mr Romeo Matsolo on his 
engagement. 
 
We will be bidding farewell to two staff members. Mrs Yvonne Reyburn retires after 21 years at the 
school in the music department. She has been a remarkable asset to our school. Calm, dignified, 
professional, loving and supportive. She has been the ultimate teacher for our boys and we thank 
her for her care and compassion for so long. She will be coming back in a part-time capacity for 
2020 so will still be around in the music department, albeit in a less permanent capacity. 

PRETORIA BOYS HIGH 
NEWSLETTER NO: 120    

December 2019 



 
Mr Herman de Jong leaves us as our school psychologist to enter private practice. Mr de Jong has 
had a significant impact on our school and has helped hundreds of boys and their families over the 
nine years he has been here. His calm, professional and unflustered approach, which has 
combined good professional practices with common sense, will be sorely missed. We are still in 
the process of replacing him and will inform parents when this is completed. 
 
SGB/PA parents leaving 
We bid farewell to three parents who have served the school loyally for the past while. Their 
children will be matriculating and they are no longer permitted to serve on these bodies. We thank 
Paul Lastrucci who headed up the PA for his work and for giving so much of his time quietly 
behind the scenes. Wade Calenborne has served on the SGB in the Boarding and IT portfolios 
and has always been willing to help with other duties when required. His calm and sensible 
approach and steadfast support of the school will be missed. 
 
Special mention must be made of Wayne Forrester who leaves as Chairman of the SGB. His 
commitment to the school is remarkable and the time he has spent in service to the school is quite 
incredible. We thank him for the past two years in particular where he has always put the needs of 
the boys at our school first. 
 
New PBHS Headmaster 
The SGB has done a wonderful job in going through a difficult and time-consuming process to 
ensure the best person is appointed to lead our school from July 2020. They have completed their 
work and made nominations to the GDE after the interviews and extensive background checks. As 
soon as the GDE ratifies this decision, we will inform parents but I am convinced that the right 
person will be appointed. 
 
Pupils withdrawn from school 
Parents please take careful note that the Tuition Agreement you signed includes a notice period 
for withdrawal from the school. In the case of day scholars, this is a full month and for boarders, 
three months’ notice is required. This will be strictly adhered to, as we have to run the school 
admissions smoothly and, until we can replace a child, that space remains open with no fees 
collected. You will need to inform three people – the Admissions administrator (Mrs Cathy 
Cameron), your son’s Housemaster and his Tutor. Only once you have received feedback from 
Mrs Cameron will the notice of withdrawal be considered valid. 
 
Building projects 
The Astroturf project is almost completed and we are delighted with how it is progressing. We will 
take over the facility from the company doing the installation later this year and it will be ready for 
use early in the New Year. It is our intention to have a special opening of the new turf with a few 
Old Boy games so please come along to see the facility when it is opened. I would like to remind 
boys and parents though that no one may play on the turf without supervision from a school 
coach. This is to ensure that the boys look after this very expensive facility so it can last as long as 
the old one did, which was 10 years, as opposed to the expected eight-year lifespan.  
 

   
 



 

 

The bridge at the loch is completed from generous donations to the school and I am delighted with 
how it looks. It blends in perfectly with the surroundings and the school architecture and will be 
enjoyed by many generations of boys to come. 
 

             
 
The gym extensions are almost completed, again through a very generous donation towards the 
majority of the cost of the project and we hope to have the space ready for activity at the start of 
the New Year. 
 

   
 
Our new stained glass window is now installed in the West stairwell next to the Hall. It is a 
magnificent piece of art, designed by our very own Head of Art, Mrs Debbie Cloete. It is well worth 
looking at when you are next at the school. This was a gift from a departing Matric class of some 
years back and we thank Mrs Cloete for making their dream a reality. 
 
School Fees 
 
At the budget meeting, the following fees were approved for 2020: 
 
Tuition Fees  R 57 350 per annum (Form I and II) 

R 55 000 per annum (Form III – IV) 
R 56 000 per annum (Form V-includes book deposit) 

 
Boarding Fees R 69 000 per annum (additional) 

Boarding House Fund: R 2 800  
(This amount is payable by boarders only, when they 
enter the school. It is a once-off payment –  
a sliding scale applies to new boarders entering in  
higher forms i.e. Form II - R2 240, Form III - R1 680,  
Form IV – R1 120; Form V- R560) 

 
An early-settlement discount on tuition fees and boarding fees may be deducted if these fees are 
paid in full BEFORE 31 January 2020. 

 
Please note that all fees are payable annually IN ADVANCE with an option of paying monthly from 
01 January in ten equal payments. If you choose to pay monthly, then the minimum payment must 
be made each month by debit order only. The school relies on a steady income for running costs 
and cannot allow parents to only settle accounts in October.  



 
School banking details: First National Bank 
    Hatfield Branch, Branch Code 252145 

     Account Name: Pretoria Boys High School 
     Account Number: 62565719691 
     Reference: Fee account number, surname & name 
 
Statements have been sent out to all parents. If you have not yet received a statement, please 
contact our finance department at accounts@boyshigh.com. 
 
Following up on parents who default on fee payments is embarrassing to all concerned and best 
avoided through good communication. If you are experiencing financial difficulties, please make 
sure you contact us before matters are taken out of our hands. My thanks go to those who do 
honour their commitments, on time, which enables us to operate efficiently. Our collection rate 
remains the highest that I know of amongst schools with which we traditionally engage. 
 
Personal Details 
Please ensure that the School is kept up to date with any changes to addresses, telephone 
numbers, email addresses, marital status, emergency contact details etc. It is essential that we are 
able to contact parents should it be necessary. The school has a legal responsibility to 
communicate with custodial parents and it is therefore important that we are made aware of any 
changes to parental status – including custody if applicable. Kindly ensure that you update your 
details on the Parent Portal of our Ed Admin database. It is essential that all parents are registered 
on this portal, as reports will be made available in this format more frequently in future. 
 
2020 School Terms 
Please remember we are returning to school one day early for Terms 2, 3 and 4 in order to 
accommodate the week we are closed from 28 – 30 April. 
 
Term 1 15 January – 20 March  
Term 2 30 March – 12 June 
Term 3 6 July – 18 September 
Term 4 28 September – 2 December 
 
School commences on Week 1, Day 3 of the cycle on Wednesday, 15th January 2020. Boarders 
should report on the evening of Tuesday, 14th January 2020. 
 
Funds received 
Once again, the school received an amount of R10 000 from the Menlo Park Spar from parents 
putting till slips in the special box. Our thanks to the Spar for this generous support and thanks to 
parents who kept depositing slips. I also remind parents that we have, through the PA, a loyalty 
programme through the MySchool card and ask that you continue to swipe your card in support of 
Boys High when you shop. 
 
The year that was… 
Looking back on the year, it is easy to understand why Boys High is not only the “school on top of 
the world” (as expressed by our Head Boy!) but also the school that never sleeps. I am amazed at 
the multitude of activities and opportunities for our boys and often see boys and staff leaving late 
at night after being involved in one or more of the many activities on offer. I cannot stress enough 
to parents to make sure their boy is involved in school activities, whether it is playing sport or 
taking part in one of the many cultural activities.  
 
Apart from the annual events, which were generally very well done, we had a number of items 
worth special mention. The academic programme went off well with a few minor changes and next 
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year, on request from the boys, the test period will move to a Wednesday to allow the boys more 
time during the week to prepare as opposed to having to work on weekends.  
 
There were far fewer incidents of bullying and it seems as if our boys have embraced the new 
systems which try to educate them on the harm that bullying can cause and the consequences for 
them should they persist in outdated and unacceptable practices.  
 
Our sports teams did very well with the highlights perhaps the 1st rugby team’s win over Affies and 
the 1st cricket team winning the Pretoria League for the first time ever.  
 
Our school clock and the chimes worked again for the first time in 15 years and I am very grateful 
to Mr Rob Fourie for his persistence in making this happen. It is indeed a special part of our 
history. We are hoping to complete the restoration of the Old Music room in 2020, a project 
lovingly undertaken by Mr Paul Ewart-Phipps and this room will become the center of cultural 
activities at the school. 
 

 
 
Our boys responded well to the two main changes in our Code, namely the banning of cell phones 
during the school day and the wearing of Boys High attire on the campus until 17:30. Both these 
changes have had a positive effect on the school.  
 
Our school received much acclaim with the hosting of the IBSC National conference, run with 
customary efficiency by Mrs Joanna Holliday. The 200 delegates from around South Africa, from 
both public and private schools, were blown away by the school buildings, the boys and the 
conference itself.  
 
In addition, Boys High was featured in the recently released coffee-table book, Hidden Pretoria, as 
one of 53 special buildings in our city. At the launch, the author and photographer both 
commented on how impressed they were with the buildings and how well looked-after they were.  
 
All this does not just happen and I would like to thank our boys for being the wonderful people they 
are, our staff, both teaching and support staff, for the countless hours they put into our school and 
finally parents and Old Boys for their support and encouragement. This is a very special place 
indeed and we must never take this experience for granted.  
 
I wish you all a peaceful and happy Festive Season and a Blessed Christmas to our Christian 
families as you celebrate this special time of year. I look forward to seeing you all again at the start 
of 2020! 
 
Kind regards 
Tony Reeler 
HEADMASTER    
 



Outreach Initiatives 
 
I would like to thank all the parents who have supported the school’s outreach initiatives this year. 
Without your continued support we would not be able to assist the orphanages that have come to 
depend on us. 
 
The stationery drive was very successful and we were able to help another smaller orphanage – 
The Sunnyside Orphanage. 
 
Our blanket and clothing drive brought in more blankets than previous years, thanks to a very 
generous donation of 100 blankets from one father. Through this initiative we were able to make 
sure that each child received a new blanket and at least 40 homeless people had one warm 
blanket. 
The canned food and non-perishable food initiative was our most successful yet. We received 
1100 cans and many bags of rice, flour, sugar, etc.  
 
The final outreach was the Santa’s Christmas boxes and once again the generosity from the 
parents has been amazing. We collected 450 Christmas boxes and gift bags. 
 
In the difficult economic times that we live, it is always humbling to experience the generosity of 
the Boys High community. My sincere thanks go to everyone who has supported the initiatives. 
Your support has made a massive impact on the lives of many children. 
 
I would like to remind you of the four initiatives: 
Term 1 – stationery 
Term 2 – blankets and clothing 
Term 3 – canned food and non-perishable foods 
Term 4 – Santa’s Christmas boxes. 
 
Penny Vlag (MIC Outreach) 
   



 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

Our warm congratulations go to the following boys: 
 
Prefects for 2020 
Head Prefect: Stephan Krugel; Deputy Head Prefect: Andre Le Roux 
Devin Allen, Luke Andrew, Benjamin Anthony, Claudio Antoniazzi, James Bader, Jorim Bangue 
Bangue Elombo, Ethan Bloem, Chane Bode, Calvin Botha, Kai Brett, Jayden Draper, Marlo du 
Preez, Dougie Elcombe, Tim Ferguson, Timothy Glatthaar, Kewan Holman, Janco Jonker, Unjoo 
Kim, Roy Kim, Marnus Linde, Ian Maina, Avile Maja, Shiloh Maposa, Kyle Meadows, Nathan 
Meyer, Thando Ndlovu, Julien Neser, Richard Nicholson, Thomas Pearse, Gino Sapalo, Ross 
Tosi, Vuyo Tswago, Phoenix Twala 
 
Art & Culture Awards  
 
Music 
Half Colours Arno de Bruin, Loren Ehlers, Aiden Grundlingh, Michael Jacobsz, James 

Plant, Daniel Radloff, Robert Snedden, Maarten van der Merwe 
Full Colours James Bahlmann, Andre de Bruyn, Janco Jonker, Brandon Robertson, 

Jonathan Wisniewski 
 
Chess 
Full Colours  Willie Botha 
 
Choir 
Half Colours Andre de Bruin, Xanthus Ehlers, Aidan Grundlingh, Stephan Krugel, Lethabo 

Masenya, Fulu Neluvhalani, Kieron Newman, Nicholas Minnie, Jourdan 
Russell  

Full Colours  Brandon Robertson 
 
Photographic 
Full Colours  Sachin Du Plooy-Naran, Pierre van Hoven, Jaryd van Straaten 
 
Pipe Band 
Half Colours Piet Hoffmann, Hyukjoo Kim, Kano Matlawe, Eduard Plint, Sphendulwe 

Siyaya 
 
Production 
Half Colours  Tino Ajay, More Skosana 
 
Public Speaking 
Half Colours  Thandolwethu Zungu 
 
Social Outreach 
Full Colours  Sean Maherry 
 
Wildlife 
Half Colours Calvin Comins, Anrich le Roux, Matthew Kingsley, Morgan van den Berg 
 
Service 
Media Centre 
Half Colours Kaveer Nagessar 
Full Colours  Junior Gcabashe 
 
Sporting Awards 
 
Athletics 
Half Colours: Elshammah Kandoro (Long Jump and Triple Jump), Gino Sapalo (100m) 
Full Colours:  Marnus Linde (100m) 



Honours:  Jorim Bangue (110m Hurdles), Tristan Dean (100m and 200m) 
Gauteng North Alexander Radloff (200m) 
 
Cricket 
Full Colours Liam Treadwell, Ruan van Rooyen, Hanu Viljoen (re-awards); Tim Ferguson 

(new award) 

Team Award Wisani Mushwana, Daniél van der Merwe, Jaryd van Straaten, Ethan Webb 

(re-awards); Devin Allen, Kieron Croome, Edumisa Dlulemnyango, Nathan 
Meyer, Joshua Rossouw 

Titans U19  Zeeshan Ismail, Wisani Mushwana, Daniël van der Merwe, Hanu Viljoen  
Titans U17  Edumisa Dlulemnyango, Tim Ferguson 
Framework U17B Nathan Meyer    
Framework U15B Leo Sadler  
    
Golf 
Half Colours  Greg Macaskill 
Full Colours  Murad Hoosen, Luka Stanisavljevic 
Team Award  Francois Janse van Rensburg, Bernhard Koster 
 
Indoor Hockey 
North Gauteng U18A Devin Allen, Benjamin Anthony, Duncan Binns, Jeandré Kruger, CG 

Odendaal, Thomas Pearse, Halloran Stratford, Jethro Stoltz 
North Gauteng U18B Brandon Fourie, Christian Hoffman, Jacques Malan, Daniel Wohlfahrt 
North Gauteng U18C Marcus Hugo, Quinn Jordan, Mohau Monaledi, Kyle Robbertze 
North Gauteng U16A Scott Allen, Lima Elkington, Reuben Kruger, Christian van Rooyen 
North Gauteng U16B Dewald Griesel, Robert Jordaan, Callum Steyn 
North Gauteng U16C Nicolas Du Plooy, Alex Horak, Kgosi Kgaladi, Ross Labuschagne, 

Rudolph Swemmer 
North Gauteng U14A David Baxter, Stewart Pringle, Micah Sonn 
North Gauteng U14B Ethan Crawford, Willie Jordaan, Dain Roxton-Wiggill 
 
Water Polo 
Half Colours William Fairhurst, Joshua Lifschitz (re-awards); Dyllan Condes (new 

award) 
Full Colours Ross Tosi 
Team Award Liam McKenzie, Matthew Wessels (re-awards); Byron Andrew, Luigi 

Bevilacqua, Matthew Gall, Shiloh Maposa, Josh Mitchell, Kian Kurz 
NTS U19A Joshua Lifschitz, Shiloh Maposa, Liam McKenzie, Julien Neser, 

Tshepiso Ntuli, Brandon October, Ross Tosi, Matthew Wessels 
NTS U16A Byron Andrew, Dyllan Condes, Joshua Fouche, Matthew Gall, Kian 

Kurz, Lonwabo Mankanku, Alexander McKay, Jean Robinson, Maarten 
van der Merwe 

NTS U15A Levi Bartz, Cebastien Neser 
NTS U14A Dante Bevilacqua, Ben-Johan Laubscher, Daniel Manley, Adam 

Prinsloo, Cody Steenkamp, Jason van der Merwe 
NTS U14B Josh Bezuidenhout, Andrej Ristic, Greg van Onselen, Marko van 

Schalkwyk 
Service 
Cricket 
Full Colours Greg de Kock 
 
Water Polo 
Half Colours Nicholas Minnie (re-award); Oliver Binks, Matthew Gall, Kian Kurz, 

Shane Webber (new awards) 
Full Colours Christian Shandu, Tshepang Ramathibela, Matthew Wessels 
 
Inter House summary 
Academic  Hofmeyr  
Sports   School  
Overall winner Armstrong  
 



 

 

Selected Proposed Dates for 2020 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The dates are subject to change and are still being finalised. A full calendar will be issued 
to all boys and will appear on the Communicator and website.  Please always refer to the Communicator 
before phoning the school. 
 
 
Wednesday, 15th January  - Term 1 begins 
Saturday 18th January   - Old Boys Summer Sports Day 
Friday 24th January   - Inter-House Gala 
Tuesday 4th February   - PA AGM 
Tuesday 11th February  - Matric Information Evening 
Sunday 15th March   - Café Concert starts until 18th March 
Friday 20th March   - Term 1 ends – reports issued 
 
Monday 30th March   - Term 2 begins (day 1) 
Friday/Saturday 3rd/4th April  - Maritzburg College Exchange (away) 
Tues/Wed 7th/8th April   - Parent / Teacher Consultations 
Thursday 9th April   - Festivals over Easter Weekend 
Friday-Monday 10th-13th April  - Easter Weekend 
Saturday 18th April   - KES Winter Fixture (away) 
Saturday 25th April   - Parktown Winter Fixture (away) 
Monday-Friday 27th April-1st May - School closed 
Friday/Saturday 8th-9th May  - Hilton Winter Fixture (home) 
Wednesday-Friday 13th-15th May - Annual Production 
Saturday 16th May   - Jeppe Winter Fixture (home) 
Saturday 23rd May   - St Albans Winter Fixture (home) 
Monday 25th May   - Examinations start (until 12 June) 
Friday 5th June   - Founders Day 
Saturday 6th June   - St Johns Winter Fixture (home) 
Friday 12th June   - Term 2 ends 
Saturday 13th June   - Highland Gathering 
 
Monday 6th July   - Term 3 begins (day 6) 
Saturday 11th July   - KES Fixture (home) 
Tues/Wed 14th/15th July  - Parent / Teacher Consultations 
Saturday 17th/18th July  - Maritzburg College Exchange (home) 
Saturday 25th July   - Affies Winter Fixture (away) 
Tuesday 4th August   - Form II Subject Choice 
Monday 10th August   - School Holiday 
Saturday 15th August   - RCL/Phobians Fun Run 
Saturday/Sunday 5th/6th Sept   - PBHS 24hr Mountain Bike Relay Challenge 
Sunday 13th September  - 4-Schools Concerts start until 15th September 
Thursday 17th September  - Matric Dance 
Friday 18th September  - Term 3 ends 
 
Monday 28th September  - Term 4 begins (day 1) 
Monday 5th October   - Valediction 
Tuesday 6th October   - Matric Final Assembly 
Tuesday 20th October   - Parents Fee Setting Meeting (and 22nd if required) 
Wednesday 11th November  - Remembrance Day Assembly 
Wednesday 2nd December  - Term 4 ends 

 
 


