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 GENERAL INFORMATION: BOARDERS 

 

 

PBHS BOARDING ADMISSION POLICY 

Based inter alia on the number of Educators, the School’s facilities and the choice of 
subjects offered at the school, the School shall admit no more than 1550 students at 
any time. Grade 8 classes shall be no bigger than 30 students per class. 

The School shall further admit a maximum of 69 Boarders in each Grade to its 
Boarding Establishments. A student who has been accepted into Boarding is 
automatically accepted into the School and forms part of the total number of students 
mentioned above. 

The Language of Instruction at the School is English with the obvious exception of 
other languages offered as Additional Languages. It is in the best interests of the 
student that they are able to cope in an English medium environment. 

Not all boarding applicants will be interviewed. Only those applicants who are being 
considered, based on their application form, will be interviewed by the Headmaster 
or his designate. Not all applicants who are interviewed will be accepted and we will 
accept the best 69 candidates based on the criteria below. 

Priority will be given to students whose parents/legal guardians (as recognised by 
SA law) comply in full with the Admission Procedure, submitting all documentation 
on time. 

Preference will be given to students who: 

 have specialised skills or talents that the School has the potential to develop, or 

 who have strong academic ability to be able to cope with the high standards 
expected at the School, or 

 are able to cope in a traditional boys boarding school environment, as identified 
in the interview. 

Preference will also be given to those who 

 have siblings who are either at the School or who are Old Boys of the School, 
or 

 have a father who is an Old Boy of the school. 
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REPORTING AT THE BEGINNING OF TERM 

 
A boarder is required to be in his House the evening before each term commences. He 
is required to wear his formal school uniform on arrival at his House.  His hair should be 
of a conservative, acceptable style with no artificial colour, hair gel or unusual steps cut 
into it. 
 

NEW BOYS 

 
A new boarder’s first exeat, at the beginning of his first year, is the third weekend. We 
have found that new boys settle into the life of the School more easily when they have 
as little contact with their parents as possible during their first few weeks. Parents, 
friends and family are therefore requested to limit contact with the boys during this time. 
No Form I may have a cell phone at School during the first TWO terms. 
 

MEALS 

 
Boys are expected to attend all meals unless excused by the master-on-duty. Dress for 
breakfast and lunch is school uniform and for supper, casual with a "grub blazer."  If 
boys are late for lunch, they must excuse themselves from the head of the table.  If a 
boy is late for supper he must excuse himself from the master-on-duty. Morning 
registration is done before breakfast. Boys must be properly dressed and look 
presentable. 
 

DORMITORIES / WARDROBES 

 
Each boy is allocated a bed and a wardrobe and he must provide a combination or 
normal lock for his locker which should be locked at all times. Spare keys would need 
to be labelled and handed to the Senior Housemaster for safekeeping. 
 
It is the boarder’s responsibility to keep his dorm clean and neat. He may not hang 
towels or clothing over the windowsills to dry. He is only allowed upstairs at certain 
times of day. He must find out exactly when these times are. Food is allowed upstairs 
but must be kept in a closed container under the most hygienic conditions.  
 

ILLNESS 
 
Medication 
All medication brought to School by boarders must be declared to the Sisters at the 
Sanatorium. This includes both chronic/long term medication, such as Ritalin, Concerta, 
Strattera, Epilim, asthma medication etc, and any short term medication.  
 
Although some medicines have to be carried with a boy, such as an asthma pump or 
an Epipen, many of these medications should be taken under supervision to avoid  
non-compliance or abuse. If a boy wakes up in the morning and feels that he is too ill to 
attend school, he must report to the Sanatorium where the Sister will either inform the 
parents of his illness or arrange for him to see a doctor, if necessary. Please note that 
the School plays no role whatsoever in the payment of medical or pharmacy bills. 
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Parents would need to make their own transport arrangements for orthodontist or other 
medical appointments. Appointments must not be arranged during school hours. 
 
As from 2017, the school has taken out a health & accident policy for all pupils and 

staff. 

Emergency response and evacuation via Netcare911 will be available for any pupil 

involved in an accident or incurring serious injury whilst taking part in official school 

activities at the school or at any alternative premises.  This will include care for 100% 

of resultant actual medical expenses not exceeding R25 000. 

 

Please take note that parents must insure against any loss of personal items or 

sporting goods. Cell phones fall into this category. We strongly advise that 

expensive personal items including cell phones, palmtop computers, laptops, I-Pods 

etc. are NOT brought to School. 

 
EXEATS 

 
Form I boys are not allowed to exeat to Brooklyn Mall during their first year. If there is 
an exceptional emergency and a boy needs to take an exeat, this would need to be 
arranged with the Senior Housemaster.  
 
It is important to remember that our boarding is NOT weekly. Weekend exeat times 
depend on the Saturday sports schedule. During Terms 1 and 4, non-participants may 
only leave at 14:30 after supporting the teams, or after the last sports match is finished 
and in Terms 2 and 3, usually 15:00. The rationale behind this is not to disadvantage 
boys who participate in sport and those boys not participating, are required to support 
their fellow scholars. Parents are requested not to ask for early exeats unless it is 
essential for some reason. Under exceptional circumstances, a Friday or early 
Saturday exeat may be requested from the Senior Housemaster, in writing (per e-
mail).This request will be evaluated against the boy’s level of participation, behaviour 
and academic performance. 
 
All boys in Form II – V are entitled to three ‘floating’ weekends. A ‘floating’ weekend is 
in effect where a boarder may leave on a Friday after cultural commitments but must 
return if he has sporting commitments on the Saturday.  Parents may decide which of 
the weekends they would like to use this and during which terms. It is critical, however, 
for this system to work, that boys continue to honour their extra mural commitments. A 
request for a ‘floating exeat’ should reach the senior housemaster at least one week in 
advance should a boy wish to make use of one of the ‘floating’ weekends. 
 
This system is in addition to the regulated exeat weekends which will be communicated 
to you. There are some weekends where we expect the boarders to remain at school 
e.g. Founders Day, Inter High Athletics and the Affies Winter Derby. If a boy has used 
up his three weekends, he would not be entitled to request another weekend exeat 
unless exceptional circumstances exist. Form I’s, who need to settle into the boarding 
house, will not be permitted to take a floating weekend in the first term and are thus 
entitled to two ‘floating’ weekends during the rest of the year. 
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Arrangements may not change mid-exeat (e.g. hosts may not change or boys may not 
return unexpectedly at night) without the Housemaster’s prior knowledge. 
 
Boys return to the House either by 19:30pm on Sundays or by breakfast roll call by 
06:45am on Monday morning. 

 

MENTOR SYSTEM 
 

The intention of this system is for Form I boys to each be given a Form V mentor who 

will assist them to settle in. Experience has shown that in many cases healthy 

relationships and friendships have been forged which have continued way beyond 

school. 

 

The Mentor is expected to take an interest in the academic, sporting and cultural life of 

his Form I, which implies watching his sport and other activities, where possible. 

He must look after the general welfare of this boy and is required to set an example 

with both appearance and behaviour and ensure that the young man conforms to the 

rules relating to the same. 

 

In return, the Form I should accept the guidance given to him by his Mentor and carry 

out the simple duties required of him. The duties must not affect his academic and 

sporting life adversely. 

 

PREP 

 

Prep is considered sacrosanct in the boarding establishments. During prep sessions 

total silence is expected. It is compulsory for Forms I and II to do two prep sessions 

and Forms III and IV to do three prep sessions at night (each prep session is 40 

minutes). 

 

DAILY ROLL CALL / EXEAT LISTS 

 

In order for us to know where the boys are at all times, lists or a daily signing out book 

is used. A boy would sign this list or book when he leaves the House in the afternoon or 

evening, for whatever reason. The roll call list is also used to indicate if a boy is doing 

late prep, or not. Boys may not leave the school property unless he is signed out with 

the master-on-duty (this excludes school sport). 

 

TELEPHONES 
 

In order to facilitate contact with parents, boys are permitted to have cell phones (apart 

from Form I boys during their first two terms.) However, there are strict rules governing 

the ownership of cell phones, inter alia, the School will not be held responsible for any 

phone that is stolen or goes missing and is therefore brought to School entirely at the 

boy’s own risk. The making or receiving of calls during school hours, during functions or 

assemblies, during prep, meals or after lights out will be regarded as a serious offence. 

Boys will be punished and their parents notified that they may no longer bring cell 

phones to school. 
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POCKET MONEY 

 
Boys are encouraged not to keep large sums of money in their lockers.  
Forms I’s are permitted to receive pocket money which can be handed in to their 
Housemasters.  A recommended allowance is R300.00 per term. However we do not 
recommend that cash pocket money be provided for boys in Forms II-V and that they 
rather be allowed to utilize their bank cards for pocket money purposes. 
 

COURTESY 

 
It is traditional for Pretoria Boys High boys to stand when an adult approaches the 
House and to ask them if they can be of assistance. This courtesy is expected at 
school as well. 
 

LAUNDRY RULES AND TIMES 

 
Each House has a specific day on which they may send laundry. This additional 
information is made available to boys on acceptance to the boarding house. The 
central laundry is open from 07:00-15:30 from Monday to Friday. 
 
All clothing, socks and linen must be clearly marked with the boy's name and House. 
The name tags must be sewn firmly in a conspicuous place. 

 
COMMUNICATION 

 
We feel that no problem is insoluble and boys and parents should therefore feel free to 
discuss any matters of concern with their respective Tutor and then Housemaster, if still 
necessary.  If matters are still not resolved, the Deputy in charge of Boarding, Mr 
McBride or the Headmaster (who is the overall superintendent of boarding) will 
undertake to try and assist you. 
 


