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Headmaster's address

Good evening, Advocate Madonsela, 
Honoured Guests, Staff, Parents and the 
Pretoria Boys High School Matric Class 

of 2021. 
This evening is about the young Form V men who 

are seated in the audience as we acknowledge them and 
their parents at the end of the school journey that has 
taken some twelve years to complete. In acknowledging 
them and the fact that the Matrics have come to the end 
of an important chapter in their lives, we welcome all of 
you to this Matric Valediction Ceremony.

I also welcome those who are unable to join us 
in person this evening but instead do so via the 
live stream which is something that all of us have 
become more and more used to over the months 
that have passed. This obviously is as a result of the 
restrictions Covid has placed on us. 

What a year 2021 has been! If I think back to this 
time last year when I was addressing the matrics at 
this same function, there was a feeling amongst all 
of us that we could not wait for 2020 to end so that 
we could continue in 2021 as normal. 

At the time, Covid restrictions were being reduced 
and our normal routine was falling into place. The 
feeling amongst the Form IVs last year this time 
was one of, “Thank goodness I was not in matric in 
2020! I can’t wait for my matric year when Covid has 
passed and we can continue as normal.” Little did 
we know at the time what 2021 held in store. 

Not only in 2021 did Covid continue to play 
havoc with our lives, but there was also an added 
event in South Africa which none of us predicted. 
Here I am referring to the looting, riots, protests and 
the treasonous coup-attempt that all of us witnessed 
during that fateful and unforgettable week in July. 

There can be no doubt that the events of that 
week not only affected all of us both short and long 
term, but also as a nation these events shook us to 
the core. I believe there was serious introspection 
as individuals, as families, as professionals, as 
organisations and as South Africans. Introspection 
in terms of the role each of us played in what had 
happened and, more importantly, the role each of us 
has to play on the way forward. 

When we returned to school in Term 3, I based an 
assembly address on these events from July. The title 
of that assembly was “The Glass is Half Full”. 

The theme of my message this evening is very 
much along the same lines. The reasons I choose to 
reflect on these events again are the same as the ones 
I spoke about previously. 

Firstly, I speak about these events because I 
remain extremely passionate about this country and 
the potential it has. 

Secondly, and more importantly, because I believe 
in the young men sitting in this hall tonight and I 
firmly believe they are the ones who have the 
potential will make this country work. 

An edited version of the Headmaster’s address at Valediction.

Part of the staff academic procession at the start of the Valediction Ceremony. (L-R): Ms Elena Fratini, Ms Jeanne Prinsloo, Mrs Bianca Nel,  
Dr Janice Robertson, Mrs Sarah Bouwer, Mrs S Singh, Mr Wian Geldenhuys, Mrs Penny Vlag)
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Africa, has there been a more urgent need for citizens 
who are products of good schools, schools where a 
values-based education and character development are 
as – if not more important – than the academic offering. 

In spite of a sometimes dispiriting prognosis, 
the potential for our country to become a world-
class nation remains. What is needed are a few 
generations of educated, energetic, values-driven 
and positive young people to turn the tide.

In this regard, Boys High is perfectly placed to 
continue to serve as a flagship school within a state 
education system that is struggling, despite record 
spending by government. This school has the capacity 
to continue to produce, as it has done for over a century, 
the type of men who will make this country work.

In order to do this, we need you – young men – to 
hang around. The emigration trend in the country at 
the moment is understandable. The lack of faith in 
the government, the looting and instability, the high 
unemployment rate and anxiety about the future are 
all realistic and valid concerns. 

And yet, when I speak to people deciding to 
emigrate, I feel a sense of disillusionment in them, 
not necessarily because they are making the wrong 
choice, but because, without having travelled that 
road, it is impossible to know what awaits; it is 
impossible to know if the grass is greener on the 
other side and it impossible to know what sacrifices 

are still to be made.
I do not dissuade people from leaving. What I 

do encourage, is for them to understand what they 
love about South Africa. For me, it is the ability to 
contribute every day, in one form or another, to the 
community and to those around us. 

We live in a country with tremendous adversity. It 
is impossible to leave your home without confronting 
the reality of poverty and unemployment. By simply 
attending this school every day, you have been 
exposed to this. And whereas it would be wonderful 
if it weren't the case, I believe South Africans are 
kinder and more caring because of it. We learn to 
accommodate and we learn to give. We develop the 
willingness to help where we can. That makes our 
children better people and our country a better place.

One reason South Africans do well when they 
leave, is because we are a resilient bunch. We all 
live in a country where loadshedding is the norm. 
Good service delivery is a luxury. Improvisation is 
the order of the day. We have to think on our feet to 
survive. We have to fight to survive. This makes us 
tough. The Australians would not survive a month 
in our unruly society with its pot-holed roads! 

For many of the countries to which South Africans 
move, the locals there who are poor do not have the 
same competitive edge. What a South African has 
to experience can never be measured against their 
norm. This is not even mentioning the fact that our 

The stage party for the Valediction Ceremony (L–R): Mr John Illsley (Second Master), Mr Mark Kingon (Chairman of the SGB),  
Professor Thuli Madonsela (guest speaker), Mr Greg Hassenkamp (Headmaster), Mr Jason Webber (Chairman of the Old Boys Association)
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accents give us competitive advantages far greater 
than their worth.

It is always of interest to me when I hear people 
say they are considering leaving "for the sake of the 
children." I wonder about this, considering children 
are often being asked to leave their extended family; 
they are changing schools and education systems 
and they are being forced into an environment 
where they are measured against those who have 
functioned in the system for generations. 

We have very good friends who currently reside 
abroad and have been there for close on two years. 
My impression is that despite their success of 
their children (due to their superior South African 
upbringing), they are anything but happy. A brave 
face perhaps? But happy? I remain unconvinced. 

The South African government is largely to blame 
for the current wave of emigration. South Africans have 
one of the highest income tax rates and then still the 
need to "double dip" by paying for quality education, 
healthcare, security and power. The government needs 
to take active steps to encourage people to stay. It needs 
to lessen the burden on the small group of taxpayers 
by increasing employment, which it can quite easily do 
by easing government regulations. It needs to rewrite 
policy and actively encourage foreign investment. 
And it needs to stop stealing from the taxpayer, which 
should be obvious, but doesn't seem to be.

There are of course, many people who didn't 
have a choice but to leave South Africa and I will 
never judge anyone wanting to make a better life 
for themselves somewhere else. After all, that's how 
many of us arrived in this country in the first place. 
In living overseas, however, it is important not to 
develop a warped sense of exceptionalism. What 
this means is that for South Africans living overseas 
somehow everything in South Africa seems to be 
worse than anywhere else in the world. Hearing 
South Africans talk, you would think the country 
invented corruption. Let me remind you that all four 
of South Korea's living ex-presidents have either 
been jailed, or are still behind bars. Identity politics 
and racial conflict are far from unique in South 
Africa. When did any of our expats last watch CNN? 

The economy is tanking due to lockdown, state 
debt has ballooned and the government has made 
poor Covid decisions along the way. In my mind, 
that basically describes most large economies in the 
pandemic world.

Reading our daily papers, one forgets we live in a 
largely self-sufficient country that can feed itself. We 
have an embarrassment of natural riches, and thanks 
to a large, young population, and tens of millions of 
people who must still move into the middle class, we 
have what rich countries can only dream of: huge 

growth potential – provided we do things right. 
In an article recently written by Helena Wasserman, 

I quite enjoyed how she explained living overseas 
after having herself lived in a couple of First World 
countries: “While it was fantastic, in the end, it was a 
bit like staying in a hotel room. Everything is shiny and 
clean, everything works, you don't have to worry about 
electricity. Still, it remains a hotel room. It is fun for a week 
at most and then the novelty wears off. It will never have 
that elusive quality that will allow you to call it home.” 

I recently watched an excellent documentary 
called Influence. The film chronicles Bell Pottinger's 
role in state capture, and its other grim undermining 
undertakings across the world. With a shrewd race-
baiting campaign on behalf of the Gupta family, the 
PR company came close to breaking this country. 
Instead, we broke them, something not achieved 
by any other country where the firm and its dark 
employees have previously operated. Go and watch 
Influence. It will leave you inspired by how South 
Africans from all walks of life revolted, and didn't 
stop until Bell Pottinger was exposed and destroyed. 
It's a reminder of our strength as a country – the fact 
that we will not lie down. 

As David Smith, the Guardian's former African 
correspondent described it in 2017, at the height of 
the state capture crisis: “South Africa, this giant of the 
continent, likes to put itself on the psychiatrist's couch 
and work itself up to the verge of a nervous breakdown. 
And that, ultimately, will be its salvation. South Africa's 
pugnacious, independent media, feisty civil society 
and robust judiciary won my admiration and filled me 
with hope. Better to acknowledge a crisis, noisily and 
rambunctiously, than to pretend it doesn't exist.” 

In closing, would I encourage you if you are able 
to, to study overseas? Absolutely! The education 
you will receive while travelling abroad will be 
invaluable. Would I urge you to come home to make 
our country work? This goes without saying. 

The opportunities in South Africa remain 
tremendous. Our lifestyle is second to none. We are a 
robust and tough nation and our people are arguably 
the most wonderful in the world. As Howard Feldman 
so aptly put it in a recent article: “by choosing to live 
in this country, we are choosing to live with imperfection; 
we are choosing to "tolerate", but we are also choosing 
to be part of something that can be so much greater than 
ourselves. That is what it means to be a South African.” 

To the matrics of 2021, who have their lives and 
many big decisions ahead of them, this is something 
I want you to think about and something I want you 
to remember.

GJ Hassenkamp
Headmaster

Headmaster's address
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Unfortunately, due to lost data on the guest speaker’s laptop computer 
we are unable to publish her address at Valediction - Ed.
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Matric Speech

“Fly and never tire, fly and never tire, fly and 
never tire. There’s a great camp meeting 
in the promised land”. I have chosen 

these words from an African American Spiritual 
because, not only do they inspire us never to give up 
until we have reached our goals, but because they 
reflect the matric group we have become. We have 
had to push through two years of Covid, spending 
hours on self-study and we have had to redefine 
our goals as the school has been forced to shift the 
goalposts. At times many of us were tempted just to 
give up as many of the opportunities usually offered 
to us at Boys High were cancelled or postponed…
and yet here we are tonight. This is it – Valediction. 
We are the group who had to “fly and never tire”. 
We have risen to the challenge and accomplished 
great things with the odds stacked against us. We 
are truly a remarkable matric group.

Good evening Mr Hassenkamp, Mr Illsley, 
Professor Madonsela, Mr Webber, Mr Kingon, staff, 
parents and my brothers seated in front of me. 

It seems like just the other day that we sat 
together in front of this grand school building and 
we all realised that we hadn’t just picked a school, 
as the application papers suggested, we had picked 
this hallowed institution; we had picked the greatest 
school in the world.

I remember sitting in Mr Mc Bride’s Maths class 
as he explained to us how he put small crackers in 
his father’s cigarette and then described in detail the 
look on his father’s face when his cigarette exploded. 
It feels like just yesterday that I started learning the 
famous – or infamous, depending on whom you 
ask – Boys High slang and I won’t spice Bru has 
become completely ingrained into my vocabulary to 
the extent that whenever I go to Satellite which is a 
university student church socialising event, people 
say to me: “Are you from Boys High?”

“Obviously,” I proudly reply and then I ask, 
“How did you know?” They almost always say, 
“You can always spot a Boys High boy from a mile 
away, it’s their choice of words (spice, cost, it’s late) 
and besides, they are the only men with manners.”

It is a language that defines our brotherhood and 
the culture of Pretoria Boys High…we are our own 
nation: The Republic of Boys High.

And although we have had our disappointments 
due to Covid, Boys High has given us so much 
and the memories we have of our school will last 
a lifetime. We will never forget the exhilaration of 
being swept up with the school while supporting 
our first Candies and Red Sox game and the triumph 
we felt when our 1st Team beat Affies in 2019. And 
how could we ever forget Bush School, I mean 

Lunchbar, where we were chewed out, cussed out 
and shaped. I’ll never forget the liberation that I felt 
when we scaled the side of Mount Peter during the 
“tough one”, completely soaked by the rain – this 
is life I thought. I remember the euphoria felt by 
all when the choir performed for the school or in 
competitions – the triumphant singing of “Glory” 
united us all in a battle cry. The choir may not have 
won all the competitions, but we all knew that the 
audience enjoyed our performance far more than 
the others because we had shown them the soul of 
Boys High. Throughout my five years, I really loved 
interacting with the Old Boys, parents and people 
who were once connected to the school. Hearing 
their own amusing stories and memories and seeing 
the sparkle of that Boys High magic in their eyes, 
reminds me of the power that this school has to 
influence lives. 

The second reason that I chose the quote that I said 
at the beginning was because of the two key words 
– “Promised land” and although it has a biblical 
connotation, I believe it represents the dreams and 
goals that each one of us is hoping to achieve. And 
for this purpose Boys High has given us a fail-safe 
blue print – it is called “The Boys High Way”. Its 
core values are honour, loyalty, integrity and respect 
and if you go through your lives keeping these core 
values, you are bound to become a man of value. 

We will all go out into the big bad world virtually 
by ourselves. There will be no structure or guidance 
such as we have become used to at school. I have no 
doubt that all of us will be enormously successful 
businessmen, politicians or captains of industry. 
Some may choose to be a professional “joller” 
for a while. However, life is bound to have a few 
hardships and times when we are knocked down 
and can’t find the strength to stand up. At times, we 
will not know what to do and in which direction to 
move, but we will know how to move forward in 
the Boys High way, with honour, loyalty, respect and 
integrity. 

Honour is the power of knowing and doing what 
is morally right. Lord Peter Hain is an Old Boy and a 
man of honour who led international protests against 
apartheid by trying to prevent the 1970 Springbok’s 
tour to Britain. Stopping the 70s tour was a massive 
success and most games had to be cancelled due 
to enormous protest action. The next time South 
Africa visited Britain again was in 1996. Lord Peter 
Hain can definitely be classified as a professional 
troublemaker because of his unwavering effort 
to do the right thing and topple oppression in the 
face of great danger and assassination attempts. 
Activist Luvvie Ajayi Jones defines a professional 
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a person who disrupts the status quo and who stands 
up for what they view is right to make a situation 
better and not just to make people uncomfortable 
or cause mass disruption. With this in mind, we 
all need to make a little bit of trouble, because 
ultimately, when we think differently, have different 
views to other people and do not just go along with 
“the crowd”, it feels like trouble. However, if the 
trouble we create leaves the room elevated, if it gives 
your children and grandchildren a better life and 
that lets you be proud of who you are, then trouble 
is the only way to go. 

Loyalty in leadership: Another Boys High 
legend, John Smit, learned the importance of loyalty 
and remaining persistent in the wake of trials and 
tribulations at Boys High. The values that he learned 
made him into an exceptional leader who led the 
Springboks to victory in the 2007 Rugby World Cup. 
I could not speak on the topic of loyalty without 
mentioning Mr Reeler, Mr Hassenkamp, Mr Illsley, 
and all the staff members who have taught and 
mentored us during these five years. The loyalty of 
those who have led us and taught us as if we were 
their own children, is greatly appreciated and we 
thank you for always putting the boys’ interests 
first, even when we were difficult or didn’t show our 
appreciation. So many boys seated here today have 
given so much to their school – many late nights 
and early mornings. Your loyalty is not ignored and 
the success that you have given to the school is not 
easily matched. 

Respect: This is evident in the one-of-a-kind 
greetings we give each other in the corridors, 
standing for teachers and the BLOOM Campaign to 
which many of us contributed our talents and which 
highlights the scourge of gender-based violence in 
our country, showcasing the importance of women 
and the crucial need to make sure that all women 
are given the respect, value and equality they so 
richly deserve. Elon Musk is an Old Boy who may 
be harshly criticised by some for his ideas but he 
has earned the respect of all by the way in which he 
perseveres to make his dreams a reality and block 
out those who call it impossible. 

Integrity: Judge Cameron, yet another Old Boy, 
was an advocate and judge. Appointed by Nelson 
Mandela, he became a Constitution Court Judge, 
trusted for guarding our Constitution because of his 
integrity. Boys High taught him the value of doing 
the right thing without compensation or reward and 
the importance of justice, freedom, and liberty, all of 
which are enshrined in our Constitution. 

Lives lived with honour, integrity, loyalty and 
respect will ensure that you will become a man 

of value. To become a man of value is far more 
important than becoming a man of financial success. 
In my view, true success is being a good husband, 
father and partner with steadfast values and morals 
that are not compromised. 

Peter Hain, John Smit, Judge Cameron and Elon 
Musk all sat at the fishpond as you did on your first 
day, in Form I, with all their hopes and dreams but 
no certainties, just as you did. All of them managed 
to achieve what they hoped to achieve and are living 
lives that not even their Form I selves would have 
imagined. Don’t tell me your dreams are impossible. 

All I ask of you is to have audacious hope, the 
type of hope that seems ludicrous at the time but 
will ultimately cause you to change the world.

Gentlemen, today is a symbol of hope, and a 
demonstration that the future is ours. Tomorrow is 
our day and I have all the confidence and hope in 
the world that we will succeed. 

“Fly and never tire, fly and never tire, fly and 
never tire.” I look forward to seeing you in your 
promised land. 

Liam Gillesen
Form V

Arno de Bruin performing one of the musical items
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1. Professor Thuli Madonsela, the guest speaker
2.  Professor Thuli Madonsela and the Headmaster prior to the Valediction 

Ceremony
3.  Liam Gillesen delivers the Form V leaving address
4.  Avela Tsengiwe receiving one of the Headmaster’s Awards from  

Mr Hassenkamp
5.  Loren Ehlers receiving the Justine Armstrong music prize (shared with 

Arno de Bruin) from Professor Madonsela

2.

3. 4.

5.
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Jason Sidimela
For outstanding all round creativity in the field  
of art.

ALEXIS PRELLER AWARD
Bradley Riekert
The most promising painting student.

BAKKER AND DU TOIT ART THEORY AWARD
Crouse Louw
For the pupil who achieves the best consistent 
results for Art Theory in his career at Pretoria Boys 
High School.

BEST SPEAKER’S AWARD
Liam Gillesen
This award is made to the best public speaker in 
Form V, an honour merited both in his form and in 
a public arena.

THE TERENCE ASHTON MEMORIAL PRIZE
Arno De Bruin
Presented to a Form V boy who excelled in the study 
of literature and who demonstrates most clearly 
a delight in words, in memory of Terence Ashton, 
Boys High English master extraordinary for 24 years 
(1955–1978), renowned for his urbanity and wit in 
all situations and for his astute understanding of 
character in literature and the characters in his classes.

JUSTINE ARMSTRONG AWARD
Arno De Bruin, Loren Ehlers
The most significant contribution in the field of 
music.

TREBOT BARRY AWARD
Tino Chirozvi
This award is made to the boy who has done the most 
to promote cross-cultural respect, understanding 
and dialogue and has helped make Boys High a 
school where people of all cultures feel at home.

THE GAIL BLOEMINK AWARD FOR SERVICE
Connor Magill
Awarded to the pupil who in the opinion of his peers 
has made a significant contribution serving both the 
school and the wider community.

MICHAEL LEEMHUIS AWARD
Jan Wessels
This is awarded to a boy who, during his time at 
Pretoria Boys High, has dealt with adversity and 
overcome significant personal challenges, showing 
great courage and fortitude.

MOTLHWARE AWARD
Davon Smit
This is awarded to a scholar who best displays the 
quality of adaptability to adverse circumstance.

THE CLIFF SAUNDERS CULTURAL AWARD
Jonathan Pretorius
Awarded to the pupil who has shown a keen interest 
in a variety of cultural activities, who has pursued 
these interests with passion and diligence and who 
has excelled in one or more of these fields

JONATHAN D JANSEN AWARD
Liam Gillesen
Awarded to the pupil who has displayed the 
finest combination of commitment, creativity and 
compassion during his time at Pretoria Boys High 
School

MARGARET THEILER AWARD
Dyllan Condes
This is awarded to the scholar showing the best 
all round prowess in sport, who participated 
meaningfully in the sporting sense and who has also 
contributed to the life of the school.

GERTRUD THEILER AWARD
James Plant
This is awarded to a pupil showing the most 
diligence, who is not necessarily brilliant or 
academically successful but rather a good all-
rounder who has contributed meaningfully to the 
life of the school.

ULRICH RISSIK PRIZE
Thato Nako
He shall have an average academic achievement 
during his career at the school. He shall be judged 
to have given of his best both in his studies and in 
his extramural activities. He shall be judged to have 
made the best contributions towards upholding the 
ideals, traditions and history of the school.

ELWYN DAVIES AWARD
Marcus Moen
Awarded annually to a leaver from Pretoria 
Boys High School who, though not necessarily 
distinguished for his academic or athletic abilities 
or for his powers of leadership – there being other 
forms of recognition and awards for such boys – 
has set the finest example to his fellows of sincerity, 
integrity, loyalty and reliability in his relationships 
with those about him at the school.

MALCOLM ARMSTRONG RENAISSANCE 
MAN AWARD
Loren Ehlers
This award serves to recognise and encourage those 
of this school whose use of their talents has earned 
them recognition in the three spheres of endeavour 
at Pretoria Boys High School – academic, cultural 
and sporting. The chosen candidate should possess 
a human compassion that promises that his talents 
will not be directed inwards towards self-satisfaction 
but outwards to service.
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The Headmaster’s Award is given to those boys who 
are eligible by virtue of having achieved excellence 
in at least two activities, be it academic, sporting, 
cultural or in a position of leadership. Their service 
to the school and their fellow man is an example 
to all. Their dedication and devotion to the school 
values and ideals is unquestioned and we honour 
them for their contribution.

Avela Tsengiwe  Rissik House
Avela was selected as a school prefect this year. His 
kind and nurturing nature has made him a well-
respected leader who leads quietly by example. 
Avela was awarded Full Colours for basketball and 
was selected as the 1st Team Basketball Captain for 
the year. After suffering a season-ending injury, he 
continued to fulfill his role as basketball scorer for 
the rest of the year. 

Avela also has Full Colours for Service, having 
performed this role admirably over the years. 

Grounded by strong values he always gives of his 
best and never steps away from a challenge. 

Jurie Kemp vd Watt Abernethy House
Jurie Kemp is a young man who has shown incredible 
dedication and commitment to both his schoolwork 
and extramural pursuits. He has been awarded Full 
Colours for Academic Achievement and for Music 
He has been a member of the orchestra, brass choir 
and the bridge club.

On the French horn, Jurie Kemp has been a soloist 
for the school orchestra and has been chosen to be 
part of the Symphonia Juventi Youth Orchestra.

Jurie Kemp has always shown himself to be a 
young man who honours his commitments and who 
works hard to achieve his goals. 

Oliver Binks School House
Oliver’s leadership qualities were recognised when 
he was elected as a school and house prefect. He has 
performed all his duties reliably and responsibly 
and has fully justified the faith placed in him. 

Oliver has fully involved himself in the life of 
the school. He is passionate about water polo and 
rugby. He played for the Water Polo 2nd Team and 
the Rugby 1st XV. 

Oliver was also awarded Full Colours for Service 
to water polo. 

He is a loyal, gifted and well-rounded young man. 

Pedran Wessels Hofmeyr House
Pedran’s leadership abilities resulted in him being 
selected as a school prefect and Head of Hofmeyr 
House. He fulfilled his duties in a meticulous manner. 

Academically, Pedran has a sound work ethic, 
which has resulted in him being awarded Academic 
Full Colours.

Extramurally, Pedran was fully involved in the 
life of the school. This included filling the position 
of Editor of the Boys Highlights publication and 
Vice Chairman of Public Speaking. Pedran has been 
awarded Full Colours for his contribution to the 
Boys Highlights. 

Robert Snedden Arcadia House
Robert is exceptionally talented in the field of music 
for which he has been awarded Full Colours. He has 
played the piano and the trumpet during his time 
at the school and is also a fine composer of music. 
Robert has been awarded Honours for Academic 
Achievement. 

He has made an incredible contribution to 
Advanced Programme Mathematics at PBHS. 
Robert represented the school in the very 
prestigious Third Round Advanced Programme 
Mathematics Olympiad and Gauteng in various 
Mathematics competitions at the University of 
Pretoria.

He was always willing to assist those around 
him and to share his passion for Mathematics with 
his peers.

Form V Prize Giving: Subject prizes

Afrikaans 1st Additional Language Arno de Bruin
English Home Language Arno de Bruin
French 2nd Additional Language   Arno de Bruin 
Mathematical Literacy   Hilton Bailey 
History Pedran Wessels
Geography Nicholas Oosthuizen
Engineering Graphics and Design Braxton Rivers
Information Technology Shival Sookay
Music Loren Ehlers
Business Studies Ethan Dempers
Visual Arts Crouse Louw 
German 2nd Additional Language Theunis Kruger
Sepedi 1st Additional Language Lehlogonolo Phetla
Mathematics Robert Snedden 
Advanced Programme Mathematics Johann Kok
Life Sciences Deng Deng
Life Orientation Liam Gillesen
Physical Sciences Bazil Bezuidenhout
Accounting Bazil Bezuidenhout
Form V Dux Scholar for 2021 Arno de Bruin
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Distinctions in brackets
Abdelrahman, Abdelrahman Mohammed* 

(History)
Adams, Keenen Devon
Ahatefu, Ramananda Raya* (Visual Arts)
Ahiba, Ahikpa Bogui Lanvia Jean-Raphael 

(French SAL)
Aitken, Daniel*
Alcaraz Lange, Enzo Antony
Alexander, Ryan Edward*
Allison, Tristan Lee* (Life Orientation, Life 

Sciences)
Andrew, Byron George* (Life Orientation)
Arndt, Edwin Rolf* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, History, 
Physical Sciences)

Backabana, Kevinson Marie-Henry (French 
SAL)

Bailey, Hilton James* (History)
Bakker, Joshua Caradon* (History)
Balanco, Claudio Dias* (Afrikaans FAL, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences)
Bevilacqua, Gianluca* (Mathematical Literacy)
Bezuidenhout, Bazil* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Accounting, 
Information Technology, Physical Sciences)

Binks, Oliver Russel*
Booysen, Morgan Rupert* 
Botha, Jaden Anthony* 
Botha, William Lofty* (Afrikaans FAL, German 

SAL, Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Information Technology)

Boyd-Davison, Duncan Karl* 
Breebaart, Luca*
Brewer, Jordan Ethan*
Breytenbach, Reder* (Afrikaans FAL)
Brown, Travis Zachiry* 
Cannata, Luke Mario* (Afrikaans FAL)
Carelse, Jarryd Martin*
Chaplin, Bradley George
Chaplin, Michael Llewellyn*
Chavhunduka, Komborero* (Mathematics, 

Information Technology, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences)

Chetty, Kaiden*
Chirozvi, Tinotenda* (Life Orientation)
Chittenden, Jonathan Luke* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Life Orientation, Information Technology)
Condes, Dyllan Shaun* (German SAL, 

Mathematics, Physical Sciences)
Craigen, Gareth James
Cronjé, Alessio (Life Orientation)
Croome, Kieron* (History)
Da Rocha, David* (Life Orientation, Life 

Sciences)
Da Silva, Keyan Ayrton* (English HL, 

Information Technology, Physical Sciences)
Daly, Isaac Tsekane Selebogo*
Dangazele, Zukanye Pumzile* (Visual Arts)
Dao, Tri Doanh* (Mathematics, Physical 

Sciences)
De Bruin, Arno Heinrich* (English HL, 

Afrikaans FAL, French SAL, Mathematics, 
Life Orientation, Music, Physical Sciences)

De Jager, Jaryd*
De Kock, Christian Joshua* (Afrikaans FAL)
De Oliveira, Marciano da Silva* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Life Orientation, History, Life Sciences)
De Wet, Leroi Johannes* (Afrikaans FAL, Life 

Orientation)

Demetriades, Andreas*
Dempers, Ethan* (Afrikaans FAL, Business 

Studies, Physical Sciences)
Deng, Deng Biong* (Mathematics, Information 

Technology, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Dirkse van Schalkwyk, Divan* (Afrikaans 

FAL, Life Orientation, Life Sciences)
Dlamini, Ntokozo Tebogo* (History)
Dlulemnyango, Edumisa Athenkosi* 

(History)
Do Val, Jean-Luc* (History)
Dos Passos, Ethan Anthony
Dreyer, Alexander Charles* (Afrikaans FAL, 

German SAL, Mathematics, Information 
Technology, Physical Sciences)

Du Plessis, Dionisius Johann* (Afrikaans FAL, 
Mathematics, Physical Sciences)

Du Plooy, Nicolas Willem* (Afrikaans FAL, 
Life Orientation)

Dugmore, Linton Ian*
Dyasi, Siyakha Owethu*
Ehlers, Loren* (Afrikaans FAL, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, History, Music, Physical 
Sciences)

El Mohamadi, Karim*
Engelbrecht, Joshua Conrad* (Mathematical 

Literacy, History)
Ferreira, Jaimes Marques Reimundo*
Fidos, Amadeus Michael* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Information Technology)
Fouché, Joshua Michael* (Life Orientation, 

History)
Fourie, Andries Jonathan* (Afrikaans FAL)
Gall, Matthew Gordon* (Mathematics, Life 

Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Geerdink, Daniel* (English HL, Afrikaans FAL, 

Geography, Information Technology, Physical 
Sciences)

Geldenhuys, Zaccari* (Mathematical Literacy)
Gillesen, Liam Justin* (English HL, Afrikaans 

FAL, Life Orientation, Accounting, History)
Goncalves Vieira, Delano Rei* (Mathematics, 

Accounting, Geography, Physical Sciences)
Green, Travis Neville*
Halvorsen, Kyle* (Afrikaans FAL, Engineering 

Graphics and Design)
Harvey, Edward Stephan* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Mathematics, Information Technology)
Hatton-Jones, Slade*
Haywood, Neill* (Afrikaans FAL)
Hlongwane, Nyiko Tshireletso Simphiwe
Hobson, Leo Wade* (Geography)
Hong, Seokkyu*
Jacobs, Joshke Alan* (Life Orientation, History, 

Visual Arts)
Jacobsz, Michael Alic* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Geography, 
Information Technology, Physical Sciences)

Jafry, Ali Haider*
Janse Van Vuuren, Divan (Afrikaans FAL)
Jara, Lutho (History)
Jardim, Claudio Teixeira
Jensen, Jared James* (Mathematical Literacy, 

Business Studies)
Jonker, Adolf Uwe
Josephs, Jaide
Joyce, Devon Stephen
Kamp, Keanin Richard*
Kayne, Vynn* (History)
Kgarimetsa, Onaleroma Njabulo*  

(Life Orientation)

King, Joshua Oliver* (Afrikaans FAL)
Kingsley, Matthew Grant* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Life Orientation)
Kleynhans, James William*
Kok, Johann* (Afrikaans FAL, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, History, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences)

Kounga Somo, Lowin Durand (French SAL)
Krishna, Yuvish* (Life Orientation)
Kritharis, Alexandros Fotios* (History)
Kruger, Theunis Frans* (English HL, 

Afrikaans FAL, German SAL, Mathematics, 
Life Orientation, Information Technology, 
Physical Sciences)

Kuol, Arop Biong Deng* (Mathematics, 
Information Technology, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences)

Kurz Van Der Linde, Kian Ruark* 
(Geography, History)

Lamani, Paledi Landile
Landsman, Alexander John*
Lapage, Leland Ghislain*
Larkin, Jake*
Le Grange, Jared Luke* (Life Orientation)
Le Roux, Willem Anrich* (Afrikaans 

FAL, Engineering Graphics and Design, 
Information Technology)

Lebese, Segopotso* (Business Studies)
Lekalakala, Makanga Theto*
Lepota, Kefentse Mitchel*
Lewis, Robert* (Afrikaans FAL, Life 

Orientation, History, Information 
Technology, Physical Sciences)

Liebenberg, Jonty
Lobese, Ntshinga Xhanti*
Louw, Crouse Harold* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Information 
Technology, Physical Sciences, Visual Arts)

Luse, Anathi Siphuvuyo Mangaliso
Madi, Tumelo* (Life Orientation)
Mafani, Khanya Ngubesizwe
Magadla, Bulelani Ngcali* (French SAL, 

Business Studies)
Magill, Connor Ryan*
Magingxa, Qhayiya Likhona
Magwevana, Asiphe Qhawe
Mahabeer, Raoul* (History)
Mahwasane, Murunwa* (Life Sciences)
Mailula, Piletjie Moloto Clement* (Afrikaans 

FAL, Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)

Makhubedu, Tshiamo Molatelo* 
(Mathematical Literacy)

Makhubela, Benny Edward
Makwela, Lethabo Abiot*
Malan, Jacques (Afrikaans FAL)
Malan, Rohan Luke* (Afrikaans FAL, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences)
Malatji, Kgotso David
Mampe, Ipeleng
Manganye, Ndzalo* (Accounting)
Mankanku, Lonwabo Lungelo*
Manus, Chearn Aiden* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Information Technology)
Maphakisa, Itumeleng Minenhle*
Maree, O'Neill* (Afrikaans FAL)
Marivadzi, Destiny Jude*
Marshall, Kyle* (English HL, Afrikaans FAL, 

Business Studies)
Marx, Frans* (Afrikaans FAL, Life Orientation, 

Business Studies, History)
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Masango, Thabang Katlego*
Matchett, Michael Alexander* (Music)
Matema, Tapiwanashe Keith* (French SAL, 

Physical Sciences)
Mathew, Hans Joseph*
Mavuso, Njabulo Blessing
Mc Dermott, Ciaran Michael
McGinley, Joshua Ricardo* (Life Orientation, 

History)
McKay, Alexander*
McKenna, Keegan Luke*
Mda, Owethu Nceba*
Mdima, Kuhlekonke
Meise, Matthew Taine* (English HL, Afrikaans 

FAL, Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)

Meyer, Matthew Allan*
Mfene, Siphesihle Nicholas*
Mitchell, Joshua Dean* (Life Orientation)
Mketeni, Khaka Siyabuka
Mkhabela, Thando*
Mkhize, Wandile Jnr Khaya* (History)
Modikoa, Neo Phorwane
Modisane, Reaorata Ofentse* (History,  

Visual Arts)
Moen, Marcus Cornelis* (Afrikaans FAL, 

History)
Mokale, Rorisang* (Accounting)
Mokati, Leruo Olefile*
Mokgabudi, Phomello Success
Molele, Karabo*
Molomo, Kagiso Dikgang*
Montalto, Alessandro Maximilian* 

(Information Technology, Physical Sciences)
Montalto, Jayde Michele*
Moosa, Mohammed Fawzan (Life Orientation)
Morebudi, Thando Neo*
Moshupja, Thabiso Lucky*
Motsepe, Oamogetswe Ompie*
Mphahlele, Mofotse Keakantswe
Mphela, Taledi Thabang* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Mpotulo, Lubabalo*
Msimanga, Simiso Aphiwe*
Mtshweni, Thokozani
Mukiwa, Tinotenda Donald* (Afrikaans FAL, 

German SAL, Life Orientation, History)
Muzondida, Tinodaishe Jeremy* (Afrikaans 

FAL, French SAL, Mathematics, Life 
Sciences, Physical Sciences)

Mvakali, Makhosetive Wandile Mlekeleli* 
(Life Orientation, Life Sciences, Music)

Nagel, Rikard (Afrikaans FAL)
Nagessar, Kaveer* (French SAL, Mathematics, 

Information Technology)
Nako, Thato* (Music)
Naledzani, Ndamulelo Craig*
Naraindath, Prashik Rajan* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Accounting, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Ndebele, Amora Katlego*
Ngwane, Kabelo* (Mathematical Literacy)
Nkomo, Owethu Boikano* (French SAL)
Nkosi, Mfanelo
Noko, Omphile Samuel*
Noor Mahomed, Yasser*
Noxeke, Ngcali Milokuhle*
Nsanzya, Kizito Malambo Jnr* (Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, History, Information 
Technology, Physical Sciences)

Ntlati, Ndiphiwe*
Nyoni, Ntandoyenkosi Prince*  

(Business Studies)

Oberholster, Kian*
Oberholster, Ronan*
Ogubie, Augustine Uzoma*
Okonkwo, Anaerobi Joshua Chibuikem* 

(History)
Oosthuizen, Nicholas Cloete* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Life Orientation, Geography, Life Sciences)
Parsotam, Marcelo Marcelino*
Patel, Yashvir
Penney, Joshua*
Peters, Vincent Daniel* (Afrikaans FAL)
Petoussis, Alexandro* (Business Studies)
Phadi, Teboho Qolane*
Phetla, Lehlogonolo* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences)
Pienaar, Eben* (Afrikaans FAL, German SAL, 

Mathematics, History, Physical Sciences)
Pillay, Yaveshan*
Plant, James John* (Afrikaans FAL, Music)
Pletschke, James Alan*
Plint, Eduard Graeme* (Mathematics, 

Information Technology, Music, Physical 
Sciences)

Popov, Todor Ivanov* (History)
Porter, Connor Damien*
Pretorius, Callan Michael Douglas*  

(Life Orientation)
Pretorius, Jonathan Joseph* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Mathematics, Life Sciences, Music,  
Physical Sciences)

Price, Dylan Deon* (Afrikaans FAL, 
Mathematical Literacy, History)

Prinsloo, Phillip Wandré* (Afrikaans FAL)
Pruss, Regan Garry* (Life Orientation)
Radmanovic, Luca* (Afrikaans FAL)
Rajnund, Hrithik* (Mathematics, Accounting, 

Information Technology, Physical Sciences)
Raphela, Mashao Paballo* (French SAL, 

Accounting)
Rapiya, Bukho Yamabongwe* 
Ras, Cameron Kyle*
Repko, Aren* (Afrikaans FAL, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, History, Information 
Technology, Physical Sciences)

Reynecke, Vian Harry* (Afrikaans FAL, 
Business Studies)

Riekert, Bradley*
Ringane, Hlulani*
Rivers, Braxton Dylan* (Engineering Graphics 

and Design, History)
Roeloffze, Wynand Sarel* (Afrikaans FAL)
Ross, Calvin Kyle*
Rumbu, Iyanga Nangamso*
Russell, Connor Burke*
Schoon, James Anthony* (Afrikaans FAL,  

Life Orientation, History, Music)
Sdralis, Panayiotis Peter* (Afrikaans FAL, 

History)
Sehume, Tumelo* (Business Studies)
Sequeira, Tristan Alexander*
Serfontein, Mark Christiaan* (Information 

Technology)
Shabani, Kalala Peter Pierre* (History)
Shaw, Benjamin Robert*
Shuping, Tshiamo Samkelo*
Sidimela, Jason Stanley Junior (Visual Arts)
Sinclair, Jason Hugh* (Afrikaans FAL)
Sissou, Lambros*
Sissou, Panayiotis*
Siyaya, Sphumelele Sphendulwe
Smit, Davon* (Life Orientation)
Snedden, Robert Campbell* (English 

HL, Afrikaans FAL, Mathematics, Life 
Orientation, Life Sciences, Music, Physical 
Sciences)

Solomons, Justin Matthew Luke* (Afrikaans 
FAL, Life Orientation)

Sookay, Shival* (Mathematics, Accounting, 
Information Technology, Physical Sciences)

Speelman, Jadon Henry* (Afrikaans FAL)
Speranza, Ferdinando Storm* (Afrikaans FAL)
Stephen, Callen Evan*
Steyn, Callum Luke* (Life Orientation)
Steyn, Stephen-John* (Afrikaans FAL,  

Life Orientation)
Stoltz, Jethro* (Life Orientation)
Storm, Tristan Wesley* (Visual Arts)
Swarts, Jaden Connor
Swemmer, Philip Rudolph* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Accounting, 
Life Sciences)

Thabetha, Olerato*
Tladi, Kgothatso Thapelo*
Treurnicht, Samuel Walters* (Afrikaans FAL)
Tsengiwe, Avela*
Tshabalala, Mfundo Dalubuhle
Tshikila, Lubabalo*
van Bergen, Jared* (Afrikaans FAL)
van Bosch, Henry Leigh* (Afrikaans FAL, Life 

Sciences, Physical Sciences)
van der Merwe, Keaghan Lane* 

(Mathematical Literacy)
van der Merwe, Roland David*  

(Business Studies, History)
van der Walt, Werner* (Afrikaans FAL)
van der Watt, Jurie-Kemp* (Afrikaans FAL, 

German SAL, Mathematics, Music, Physical 
Sciences)

van der Westhuizen, Jarred Luke
van Eck, Divan Martin* (Afrikaans FAL)
van Malsen, Dylan* (Afrikaans FAL,  

Life Orientation)
van Niekerk, Michael Christian* 

(Mathematical Literacy)
van Rooyen, Sebastian Pierre*
Watson, Alec* (German SAL, Information 

Technology)
Webber, Shane Douglas* (Life Orientation)
Wenhold, Reece Jared* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Life Orientation, Geography, Information 
Technology, Physical Sciences)

Wessels, Jan Jurie* (Afrikaans FAL, Life 
Orientation, History)

Wessels, Pedran Jeuan* (English HL, 
Afrikaans FAL, French SAL, History)

Wills, Jayden Thomas* (Engineering  
Graphics and Design)

Wisniewski, Ivanovich Blake* (Mathematics, 
Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)

Witthoft, Heinrich John* (Afrikaans FAL)
Woldesadie, Sami Yalew* (Business Studies, 

Life Sciences)
Yazbek, Douglas* (Afrikaans FAL, Music)
Zeeman, Joshua Daniël* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Mathematics, Accounting, Geography, 
Physical Sciences)

Zhang, Henry* (Afrikaans FAL, Mathematics, 
Information Technology, Music,  
Physical Sciences)

Zwane, Njabulo Wesley* (History)
Zwane, Triumph Sethu* (Afrikaans FAL, 

Accounting)
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Prefects and Academic Colours
M

A
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S School Prefects

Academic Colours

Seated L–R: T Mphela, T Zwane, L Phetla, K Marshall (Head Prefect), T Chirozvi (Deputy Head Prefect), H Ringane, T Mukiwa, C Stephen
First Row L–R: O Binks, L de Wet, N Morebudi, W Hobson, D Dirkse van Schalkwyk, A Tsengiwe, B Andrew, R Pruss, W Treurnicht

Second Row L–R: W Botha, E Arndt, J Mitchell, K Kurz van der Linde, A Fourie, J Carelse, C Magill, C Steyn
Third Row L–R: C Balanco, P Wessels, J Fouché, L Gillesen, A de Bruin, M Meise, D Condes

Seated L–R: P Wessels, J Zeeman, L Gillesen, J Kok, J van der Watt, A de Bruin, M Jacobsz
First Row L–R: R John, A van den Boogaard, J van den Boogaard, S Louw, N Pieterse, H Kim, A Marais, C Louw

Second Row L–R: M Spiwak, I Alusala, T Kruger, E Pienaar, R Snedden, L Ehlers
Third Row L–R: J Pretorius, J Banyard, D Obermeyer, B Steenekamp, M de Sousa, B Bezuidenhout
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Sepedi 1st Additional Language  Bokang Motloutsi 
Life Orientation  Henry Smith
Economic And Management Sciences  
 Caleb Arendse
History Jonathan le Roux
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language Cameron Davids
German 2nd Additional Language  Henry Smith 
Music Johannes Hugo
Mathematics Adam Isebeck

Geography Gerhard van Zyl
Life Sciences  Gerhard van Zyl
Technology Gerhard van Zyl
English Home Language  Gerhard van Zyl
Creative Arts  Matthew van Zyl 
French 2nd Additional Language  Jonathan le Roux
Physical Sciences Henry Smith
Form I Dux Scholar 2020  Gerhard van Zyl

Form II Subject Awards
English Home Language  Shaun van Zyl
German 2nd Additional Language  Adam Prinsloo
Sepedi 1st Additional Language  Beloved Thamaga 
Advanced Programme Mathematics Jack Stewart
Mathematics Jared Williams
Technology Yixuan Feng
Creative Arts Shaun Schürmann
Life Orientation Jack Stewart
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language Francois Cooper

French 2nd Additional Language Sicebiso Zotwane
Economic And Management Sciences 
 Oguguo Okonkwo
History Jack Stewart
Life Sciences  Takura Kafakunesu
Physical Sciences Takura Kafakunesu
Music Joubert Polson
Geography Shaun van Zyl
Form II Dux Scholar 2020 Shaun Schürmann

Form III Subject Awards
English Home Language Manfred Spiwak 
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language Jason Visser
German 2nd Additional Language   Manfred Spiwak 
Sepedi 1st Additional Language  Kgotso Thobejane
Accounting Maurice de Sousa 
Business Studies  Alex van den Boogaard 
History Luke Zondagh 
Life Orientation  Jason Visser
Mathematical Literacy   Damian Stroebel 
Visual Arts  Ross Labuschagne
Information Technology Iloke Alusala 

Music Daniel Obermeyer
Geography   James Banyard
Engineering Graphics And Design Jano Boshoff
Mathematics Nicholas Pieterse
Advanced Programme Mathematics Nicholas Pieterse
Physical Sciences Barend Steenekamp
French 2nd Additional Language Hyukjoo Kim
Life Sciences Daniel Obermeyer
Form III Dux Scholar 202  Alex van den Boogaard
Tourism Jarrod Cousins

Form IV Subject Awards
Sepedi 1st Additional Language  Kagiso Molomo
French 2nd Additional Language Arno de Bruin 
Business Studies  Sami Woldesadie 
Life Orientation Nicholas Oosthuizen 
Mathematical Literacy   Jared Jensen 
Geography Joshua Zeeman
Information Technology Shival Sookay
Music Arno de Bruin 
Engineering Graphics And Design Jayden Wills
German 2nd Additional Language  Theunis Kruger
Visual Arts   Crouse Louw

History Eben Pienaar 
Life Science Robert Sneddon
Advanced Programme Mathematics Johann Kok
Physical Sciences  Bazil Bezuidenhout
Form IV Associate Dux Scholar 2020 Bazil Bezuidenhout 
Mathematics Robert Sneddon
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language Arno de Bruin 
Form IV Associate Dux Scholar 2020 Arno de Bruin 
English Home Language   Robert Sneddon 
Accounting  Matthew Meise 
Form IV Dux Scholar 202 Robert Snedden 
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Half Colours (80–84% Average)
New Award
Jano Boshoff Matthew Cassel
David de Villiers Ruben Dixon
Reuben Fourie Raphael Gibberd
Nicolaas Hoffmann Yasfeer Johnson
Liam Jooste Miguel Lavarinhas
Joshua Le Roux Bohlale Masemola
Ntokoto Ngulele Michael Paxton
Diaan Pienaar Fritz Potgieter
Aidan Raby Frans Radloff
Dieter Snyckers Kehan Taljaard
Kgotso Thobejane Myles van Wyk
Neil van Schalkwyk Jason Visser
Adedamola Yusuff Luke Zondagh

Full Colours (85–89% Average)
New Award
Iloke Alusala James Banyard
Maurice de Sousa Ryan John
Hyukjoo Kim Wallenstein Louw
Jacob Marais Nicholas Pieterse
Daniel Obermeyer Barend Steenekamp
Manfred Spiwak Justin van den Boogaard

Honours (90% Average and above)
New Award
Alex van den Boogaard

Form IV Colour Awards
Half Colours (80–84% Average)
New Award
Edwin Arndt Jonathan Chittenden
Komborero Chavhunduka Keyan da Silva
Deng Deng Divan Dirkse van Schalkwyk
Alexander Dreyer Loren Ehlers
Delano Goncalves Vieira Piletjie Mailula
Tinotenda Mukiwa Makhosetive Mvakali
Kaveer Nagessar Prashik Naraindath
Lehlogonolo Phetla James Plant
Eduard Plint Hrithik Rajnund
Philip Swemmer Reece Wenhold
Jan Wessels Sami Woldesadie

Re-award
William Botha Daniel Geerdink
Kyle Marshall Shival Sookay
Henry van Bosch

Full Colours (85–89% Average)
New Award
Michael Jacobsz Theunis Kruger
Crouse Louw Jonathan Pretorius
Jurie-Kemp van der Watt Joshua Zeeman
Henry Zhang

Re-award
Matthew Meise Eben Pienaar
Aren Repko  Pedran Wessels

Honours (90% Average and above)
New Award 
Bazil Bezuidenhout  Liam Gillesen
Johann Kok  Robert Snedden

Re-award
Arno de Bruin

Form V Colour Awards
Half Colours (80% Average)
New Award
Claudio Balanco  Ethan Dempers
Robert Lewis  Rohan Malan
Tino Mudondida  Nicholas Oosthuizen
Piletjie Mailula Kyle Marshall 
Kaveer Nagessar Lehlogonolo Phetla
James Plant Eduard Plint
Philip Swemmer Henry van Bosch
Reece Wenhold Jan Wessels
Sami Woldesadie Henry Zhang

Re-award
Williams Botha Deng Deng
Komborero Chavhunduka Alexander Dreyer
Daniel Geerdink Delano Golcalves Viera

Full Colours (85% Average)
New Award
Shival Sookay Loren Ehlers

Re-award
Liam Gillesen Johann Kok
Theunis Kruger Crouse Louw
Matthew Meise Eben Pienaar
Aren Repko Jurie van der Walt
Pedran Wessels Joshua Zeeman

Honours (90% Average and above)
Re-award
Bazil Bezuidenhout Arno de Bruin
Robert Sneddon Michael Jacobz
Jonathan Pretorius
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In Term 1, the school sadly bade farewell to  
Mr Wilbert Tenga. Mr Tenga began teaching at 
PBHS at the start of 2018 and taught Mathematics 
and Mathematical Literacy. We thank him for his 
three years and one term of service. He had proved 
to be a valuable and loyal schoolmaster. 

At the end of Term 2, the school said goodbye to four 
staff members:

Mr Sarel van Greunen, who began teaching at 
PBHS at the start of 2019. During his time at the 
school, he taught Mathematics, AP Mathematics and 
Mathematical Literacy. We thank him for his two 
and a half years of service. He has proved to be an 
outstanding mathematics teacher.

Ms Gill Wroth retired from teaching after having 
joined the school in 1990. Having loyally served the 
school for the past thirty-one years, she was involved 
in a plethora of activities. Over and above being an 
outstanding Mathematics teacher, Ms Wroth also, 
over the years, was involved in a large number of 
extramural activities. Some of these included; being 
in charge of the make-up for school productions, 
being in charge of the annual Inter-House Plays, 
MIC of Chess and MIC of the Society for National 
and International Affairs (SNIA)l. She was in 
charge of the taking of school photographs was a 
tutor in Sunnyside House for thirty-one years. Ms 
Wroth also served in the academic department for a 
number of years and was also appointed as Head of 
Studies for the year in 2004. Ms Wroth’s friendly and 
caring demeanour will be missed by the boys and 
her many friends on the staff. There is no doubt that 
the Mathematics department has lost an experienced 
and very effective teacher and the school, a loyal and 
hardworking staff member. 

Mrs Daniela Albers also retired from teaching after 
having been appointed to the school as a Physical 
Science teacher in 1983. After having taught on 
and off at the school between 1983 and 1990, Mrs 
Albers was appointed as a permanent teacher in 
1990. She is currently the Head of Department for 
Physical Science, a position she has held since 2005 
after having acted in the position on two previous 
occasions before being appointed permanently. 
Having served the school loyally over the past thirty 
eight years, it goes without saying that Mrs Albers 
will be missed. During her time at PBHS, Mrs Albers 
has run the Science Club, held the position of MIC 
for First Aid, she has assisted with chess and has 
been involved as an assistant helping with athletics 
meetings and swimming galas. Mrs Albers was 

initially appointed as a tutor in Sunnyside House but 
later moved to Armstrong House when the house 
was founded in 1996. She has been part of Armstrong 
House ever since. For the majority of her years in 
Armstrong House, Mrs Albers has been the Form I 
Tutor where she has played a motherly role to many 
of the Armstrong boys. Having taught at the school 
for thirty-eight years, Mrs Albers has had many well 
known boys pass through her hands. Some of the 
more well known ones includes John Smit, Chilliboy 
Ralepele, Mark Fish, Greg Hassenkamp and none 
other than Elon Musk. Mrs Albers will be missed by 
her many close friends and colleagues. After having 
served at an institution for so many years and after 
having built up such a wealth of experience, she will 
not be easily replaced. Mrs Albers will be returning 
to her family in Italy. 

Mr Patrick Vermeulen retired at the end of this 
month after having served as the school’s Estate 
Manager for the past thirty years. He was appointed 
to the position in 1991. During his time as Estate 
Manager, Mr Vermeulen played an undeniably 
important and significant role in the development 
and expansion of the school. During the thirty 
years of Mr Vermeulen’s employment, the school 
experienced unprecedented growth in which he 
played an integral role. He is an Old Boy of the 
school, having been associated with the school 
since his arrival as a Form I in 1969. Mr Vermeulen 
is possibly in the unique position of having a direct 
association with more headmasters of this school 
than any other person. He attended school under 
the headmastership of both Mr Abernethy and Mr 
Armstrong. He was then appointed by Mr Schroder. 
He worked under Mr Illsley when he was acting 
headmaster in 2010 and worked under Mr Reeler for 
ten years, followed by Mr Hassenkamp currently. 
Mr Vermeulen’s 52 year association with the school, 
therefore, extends across six different headmasters.

Ms van Zyl joined the school in 2016 as an English 
teacher. During her time at the school, she proved to 
be an effective teacher in and out of the classroom. 
On the extramural side, during her five-and-a-
half years at the school, Ms van Zyl was involved 
with the Junior City Council, the Film Club and in 
particular, with the Climbing Club, where she added 
tremendous value. 

The leaving staff are all thanked for their service to 
the school.

In closing, we congratulated Mr and Mrs 
Engelbrecht on the birth of their second son, Leith.
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2021 Staff
ST

A
FF

Executive
Hassenkamp, GJ B Ed (Hons), HDE Headmaster
Illsley, J MA, HDE Second Master
McBride, C BSc (Agric), HED Deputy Headmaster
Smuts, M BSc, HED Deputy Headmaster
Holliday, Mrs J MSc, HED Deputy Headmaster
Cook, J BCompt CIA Business Manager

Co-Opted Executive  
van Wyk, A HED Head of Studies
Housdon, M  Head of Sport
Fratini, Ms E BA General; B Tech, PGCE Head of Culture

Heads of Subjects
Albers, Mrs D  BSc (Hons), HED Physical Science
Bopape, Miss R HED, BEd (Hons), CID  Sepedi
Bouwer, Mrs S BSc Chem, PGCE, BEd (Hons) Mathematics
Cloete, Ms D BA (Fine Arts), (Hons) Visual Art
Coetzee, Mrs H BA (Hons), HED French
De Meillon, Mrs J Bed, (FET) Accounting
Franken, P BA, HED Geography
Kelly, J BComm, PGCE Business Studies
Krugel, Mrs A BA (Hons), PGCE Afrikaans
Müller, Mrs E BSc, BEd, HDE Life Sciences
Roode, Mrs D MSc (Maths Stats) Information Technology
Smith, Mrs L BA, HED History
Van der Watt, Dr G BA Ed (Music), BMus (Hon); M Mus; D Mus Music
Wagener, Ms I MA (German), BA (Hons) German
Venter, J PGCE, NatDip Sport Life Orientation
Vlag, Mrs P BA, HED English
Wright, D HDE Engineering Graphics & Design

Administrative/Technical
Aronstam, M B SocSci, MA Counselling Psychology Psychologist
Barnard, Mrs D B SocSci (Psychology) Hons, B Ed (Hons),      
 M Ed (Educational Psychology)  Counsellor 
Brett, Mrs N  Estate Admin
Cameron, Mrs C  Admissions Secretary 
Chapman, Mrs H  Academic Secretary
Chokwe, Ms P  Media Assistant
Dodds, Ms KA  Headmaster’s Secretary
Durgapersad, Mrs D  Creditors Clerk
Ehlers, Mrs D  Debtors Clerk
Evans, Ms J BCom Fin Management PRO/Communications
Geertsema, R  Maintenance Manager
Housdon, Mrs T Dip HDE Senior Matron
Janse van Rensburg, Mrs C  Procurement Officer
Lazarides, Ms T BCom Clothing Retail Mgm Clothing Shop Manager
Lourens, Ms L B Com (Marketing)  Bookkeeper
Louw, Mrs C  Pollock Secretary
Mansell, Mrs L BCur and Diploma in Nursing Education Nursing Sister
Mashifane, S  Printer
Mathabela, W  Computer Technician
Sewelana, Mrs A  Laboratory Assistant
Sithole, B  Driver
Smit, Mrs MJE BCom (Financial Accounting) Accountant
Stephens, Mrs C BCur and BCur Et at Admin Nursing Sister
Steyn, Mrs LM PGCE (Hons) Laboratory Technician
Van der Horst, E  Computer Technician
Vermeulen, PN  Estate Manager
Wallace, Mrs G  Reception 

Professional Coaches
Anthony, P  Rugby
Stoffberg, G  Tennis
Jefferson, D  Cricket
Stewart, L MTech (Sport Sciences) Conditioning coach/Academic
Anderson, R BEd Senior Phase (ongoing) Hockey/Academic
Louw, F  Water Polo 
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Academic Staff
Adendorff, N BEd, FET
Anderson, R B Ed Senior Phase 
Armstrong, M BA, HED
Boerstra, Mrs B BA, Higher Dip Ed
Bolduc, Ms A BEd, BA
Botha, Mrs K BA, HED
Botha, G B Ed (FET)
Chidi, Ms L PGCE
Coetsee, HJ B Mus
Davies, C BSc, PGCE
De Kock, A BA (Ed)
Dowra, C BA (Ed), BPaed
Dumas, JP BEd (Hons), BA (Bus Man), PGCE
Engelbrecht, B Bcom, PGCE
Fourie, R BCom PPE, PGCE, B Ed (Hons)
Geldenhuys, W BA Sport Science, PGCE
Georgiades, Mrs L BA, HED
Hayward, Mrs S BA (Hons), PGCE
Hudson, G BCom (Hons), PGCE
Jones, Mrs J BA (Hons), Psych/Fine Art
Keeton, L BA, HED
Klopper, J BSc, PGCE
Kock, Miss N BEd (Intermediate)
Kowlaser, N BSc, PGCE
Kriel, Mrs L Nat Dip Language Prac/B.Tech
Loots, P M Mus
MacDonald, Mrs M BA, HDE
Matsolo, R Bed, FET
Meaker, Miss R BA (Hons), PGCE
Mentz, Mrs C BA, BEd, M Ed
Meyer, P B Mus
Moodley, D HED
Nel, Mrs B BSc (Hons), PGCE
Nell, Ms J BEd, FET
Nixon, A B Com, PGCE
O’Donoghue, R BEd, FET
Oelofse, Miss N BEd, PGCE

Ogunbade, P BSc (Hons), Dip Ed, MSc (Physics)
Oldnall, C BEd
Orr, J BEd (Hons) 
Petros, S B Eng
Petrou, Mrs M BA (Hons), HED
Pieterse, Mrs V BA, PGCE
Pretorius, H BA, PGCE, FET
Prinsen, Mrs M BA, HED
Prinsloo, Ms J BA (Hons), PGCE
Rajnund, Mrs Y BEd (Hons), BSc, PGCE
Reyburn, Mrs Y BMus, UTLM, TTLD
Robertson, Dr J PhD (LLL), D Litt, B Mus, BA (Hons)
Ronga, Mrs T BA, BSocSc (Hons), HED
Rust, H BCom, PGCE
Rust, Mrs M BA PGCE
Schuld, F BEd, FET
Segaar, Mrs T NH Dip, B Tech 
Shine, E BSc GeoInformatics
Singh, Mrs S BEd, BPaed, Dip in Remedial Ed 
Stephens, C BSc, BEd (Hons), PGCE
Stewart, L MTech (Sport Sciences), PGCE
Stolp, Dr M PhD, M Mus, B Mus
Tenga, W B Com (Hons), BSc (Hons), PGCE
Thompson, Mrs T Bed, FET
Truter, W BEd
Tucker, Mrs I BA, HED
Tucker, J BCom (Hons), PGCE, ACE
Van den Berg, Mrs A BA, BA (Hons), HDE
Van der Merwe, Mrs C BSc (Hons), PGCE
Van Greunen, S BSc, PGCE
Van Straten, Mrs J BSc, HDE
Van Suilichem, D BEd, HED, Dip.Datametrics
Van Wyk, Mrs S BA, HDE, FDE
Van Zyl, Mrs E BA Ed
Viljoen, Ms S Bcom, PGCE
Welthagen, Ms Y BEd
Wroth, Ms G MA, HED
Zambara, N BEd (Hons), M Dev & Man, ACE, Dip Ed

Headmaster: Mr G Hassenkamp
Parent Members:
Chairman : Mr M Kingon 
Vice Chairman/
Discipline Mrs M Kok
Secretary/Legal/Risk Mr E Botha
Treasurer : Mrs Y van der Merwe
Finance Mr W Scott
Estate: Mr W Louw
Parent Association: Mrs N Trollip
Diversity & Transformation: Ms L Klein
Boarding Mr A Nel

Educator Members: Mr John Illsley
 Mrs Joanna Holliday 
 Mr Mervin Moodley
Non-Educator Member: Mrs N Brett
Co-opted Members: 
 Mr E de Kock – Estates
 Ms L Madlala – HR
 Mr J Cook (Business Manager) 
 Ms K Dodds (Minuting Secretary)
Pupil Members: Kyle Marshall (Head Prefect), 
Tino Chirozvi (Deputy Head Prefect), Liam Gillesen 
(RCL Chairman),

Governing Body
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Jaydon Kelly
An edited version of the eulogy delivered by the 
Headmaster, Mr Greg Hassenkamp, at the memorial 
service held on 28 May 2021.

My relationship with Mr Kelly began in 2007 when 
he joined the school as a schoolmaster and Head of 
Department of Business Studies. He joined us from 
Lyttleton Manor High School where he had been 
teaching. The strange thing about my relationship 
with Mr Kelly is that the person from Boys High that 
I probably had the most contact with during my time 
down in Hermanus, was Mr Kelly. As Headmaster, 
I received a lot of information through the Business 
Studies Subject Advisor, who was particularly good, 
which I would share with Mr Kelly. As a result, we 
interacted fairly regularly even if was sporadically 
through short emails. Despite the fact that I had 
taught with Mr Kelly for 7 years before leaving for 
Hermanus, it was probably only during this time that 
I realised just how hard Mr Kelly worked and what a 
loyal Boys High schoolmaster he was. Through these 
and subsequent interactions which Mr Kelly had 
with this subject advisor, it was obvious to see how 
passionate he was about his subject, how seriously he 
took his job as HOD, and how hard he worked at it. 
It was, however, only on my return to Boys High and 
in my position as Headmaster, that I truly started to 
appreciate the worth this man brought to the school. 

Not only was Mr Kelly a loyal and dedicated 
HOD and Business Studies teacher, but he was 
an outstanding schoolmaster. Over and above his 
academic responsibilities, Mr Kelly ran the school’s 
Business Club, which he launched in 2008 and ran 
very successfully for thirteen years. 

Mr Kelly was an extremely committed sports 
coach, coaching both cricket and rugby at A-team 
level – no small commitment involving no small 
amount of time. Last year after the very sad 
Parktown incident, Mr Kelly took it upon himself 
to start the “Learn to Swim” Programme. For me, 
this initiative probably explains Mr Kelly best. There 
was no need for him to do this. There was no reward 
involved – he was not going to be paid anything 
extra. Over and above an already very busy sports 
programme, Mr Kelly felt there was a need for this 
and if no one else was going to initiate it, he was. On 
a Friday afternoon, I know where I want to be at the 
end of a long week. Not Mr Kelly. After running the 
Business Club on a Friday afternoon, he would then 
go down to the pool where he would spend the rest 
of the day. 

I know I am going to miss those irritating notices 
he used to put in for just about every assembly 
and intercom announcement during the summer 
months, encouraging boys to attend “Learn to 
Swim” and every week for the Business Club. As 
persistent as Mr Kelly was with his “Learn to Swim” 
Programme, so, too, was he with his Business 
Club and in particular, the Investment Challenges. 
During the early part of the year when the return of 
school was delayed, the tutors received email after 
email encouraging (dare I say, forcing) them to get 
their boys involved. It is no surprise or coincidence 
that Boys High has over two hundred boys involved 
in the JSE Investment Challenge (one of the largest 
numbers in the country, if not the largest) not to 
mention the success our boys are currently achieving 

Mr Kelly with members of the Business Club, one of his passions.
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there with a number of Boys High teams in the top 
ten in the country. 

When Mr Kelly was not teaching his classes, 
running his subject, driving his club, teaching 
his swimming or coaching his teams, he was a 
housemaster in School House. This was simply 
another avenue for him to influence boys and to 
forge friendships with staff members. It was in 
School House where I believe Mr Kelly felt most 
at home, amongst the people who knew and 
understood him best – even if he was very often 
difficult to understand. 

Even though my interactions with Mr Kelly were 
limited, I have many fond memories of him of my 
own, as all of you will have. I will miss seeing Mr 
Kelly moving quickly through the corridors. Mr 
Kelly had only one pace and that was full pace. 
Always busy, always on the go, almost always 
with a backpack. I will remember our short sharp 
conversations. I will miss the one-liners. I will 
remember and miss meeting Mr Kelly early on a 
Sunday morning as I entered the school after my 
run as he left on his ride. I will miss his passion for 
sport, for WP, for the Springboks, and above all, his 
passion for all things Boys High. 

Just last week I attended an Old Boy’s Dinner in 
Tzaneen where I spent a large part of the evening 
talking with a group of Old Boys who matriculated 
between 2008 and 2011. These young men, still 
stunned by Mr Kelly’s passing, shared with me many 
a Mr Kelly story. I can assure you we laughed a lot 
as we celebrated and reflected on the influence Mr 
Kelly had on these school boys and the impression 
he left. There is no doubt that in the minds of these 
young men, Mr Kelly was and will always be a 
legend! The relationship these young men had with 
Mr Kelly was further emphasised over the past 
two weeks as many an Old Boy, and in particular a 
School House Old Boy has come past the school and 
visited School House to pay his respects. The many 
Old Boys here today are further testimony to this. 

In speaking with some Form IV’s last week it 
was interesting for me to hear first hand some of 
the one liners Mr Kelly would use to get the best 
out of his School House boys. “Bogies!” he would 
tell them. “Solomon House and Rissik House boys 
are like bogies!” When running against them in 
Inter-House cross country he would tell his School 
House boys to simply to pick them off one by one. 
“They were nothing more than bogies! Empty the 
tank boys!” was a line often used by Mr Kelly 
whenever he sent his boys into battle. Whether it be 
Inter-House cross-country, a cricket match against 
KES or rugby against AHS he always told his boys 
to “Empty the tank!” 

In memoriam

Mr Kelly at the publicity stand for the Business Club
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For me, perhaps the best way I can summarise 
Mr Kelly and the biggest compliment I can give 
him, comes from an email he sent to Mr Engelbrecht 
on the Friday before he passed away. On that 
Thursday afternoon, also my last encounter with 
Mr Kelly, he was involved in a television interview 
with one of our boys who had done particularly 
well in the Allan Gray Entrepreneurship Challenge. 
Mr Kelly roped in one of the Film Club boys to 
assist him with the interview. After he had spent 
the whole afternoon assisting him, Mr Kelly felt 
it important to give feedback to Mr Engelbrecht 
explaining just how helpful he had been and 
that he felt the boy should be recognised for his 
assistance. In his email, Mr Kelly described the 
boy as follows: “Ntokozo is a great example of a Boys 
High common man, doing uncommon things.” When 
Mr Engelbrecht shared his communication with 
me, I said that Mr Kelly could have been describing 
himself as one of our teachers. 

Mr Kelly was never one for the limelight but just 
got on with things on his own and got them done 
in his own way. Whether he was coaching sport, 
running his subject, teaching classes, doing his 
boarding house duties or teaching boys to swim, he 
simply got on with the job – not because he wanted 
any recognition but because he enjoyed doing what 
he was doing for all the right reasons. Mr Kelly was 
very much “a great example of a Boys High common 
man, doing uncommon things.” 

Today we mourn the passing of an outstanding 
schoolmaster and a true servant of Pretoria Boys 
High School whose life has been cut short far 
too early. He still had so much to give. However, 
more important than the mourning we will do 
today, will be the 
celebration we will 
do over the months 
and years ahead as 
we reflect on this 
unique individual 
and the many and 
varied ways in 
which he touched 
and influenced 
our lives. Jaydon 
William Kelly 
would want it no 
other way. In fact if 
he was with us here 
today, he would 
want only one thing 
and that would be 
for us, “To empty 
the tank!”

Jaydon Kelly
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Live. Learn. Grow.

Elegy ………………………………….... performed by Philip Loots on organ

& Daniël Obermeyer on cello

Opening Prayer ………….….………….………………………… Bruce Collins 

The Lord’s my Shepherd …….....................
..............Congregational hymn 

Pastor’s Message …….……………….………………………..… Bruce Collins

I Vow to Thee my Country …….….. performed by the Schoolhouse Boys

Tributes:

• Headmaster Greg Hassenkamp on behalf of PBHS

• Kyall Dodds on behalf of PBHS Old Boys & The Business Club

• Vaunn & Ross Kelly on behalf of the family

Pastor’s Close ……………………………………………..………. Bruce Collins

Highland Cathedral ……………...….. performed by Philip Loots on organ

& Angus Nixon on bagpipes

Refreshments in the Memorial Quad for family, friends & PBHS Staff

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want; 

He makes me down to lie

In pastures green; He leadeth me 

The quiet waters by.

My soul He doth restore again, 

And me to walk doth make 

Within the paths of righteousness, 

E’en for His own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 

Yet will I fear no ill;

For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 

And staff my comfort still.

My table Thou hast furnished me 

In presence of my foes;

My head Thou dost with oil anoint, 

And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life 

Shall surely follow me;

And in God’s house forever more, 

My dwelling place shall be.

Pretoria Boy
s High | 28

th May 3:30pm

Thank you note from the family

Thank you everyone for the many expressions of sympathy, kindness, 

support and love you have shown to us during this period of sorrow for 

our family. The outpouring of admiration and appreciation for Jaydon’s 

impact on your lives has been a comforting blessing to each of us.  

Our special thanks to those that have made today such a beautiful and 

memorable tribute to Jaydon. 

The Lord is my Shepherd

May Mr Kelly’s commitment and influence linger 
in the classrooms and corridors of Boys High, for 
years to come and may his passion and enthusiasm 
never leave our sports fields or our hearts. Rest well, 
Mr Kelly, knowing that it is here that you taught us 
“To empty the tank!” 

The boarders of all three houses at a sunset tribute to Mr Kelly on the day of his passing.
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SI have had the privilege of knowing Nick for the 
last seven years and I can honestly say that I have 
not met a person or teacher that loves Pretoria Boys 
High School as he does. He is a teacher who only 
ever puts the boys and school first and will do 
anything and everything for those around him.

I met Nicholas on my first day at Pretoria Boys 
High School in 2016 and from that first conversation 
we created a bond and friendship that will last us a 
lifetime. We had many a conversation when I was 
going through a very bad stage in my life and he 
rescued me and helped me to find a shining light 
at the end of my tunnel. Where I am today and 
the family I have around me is due to the fact that 
he saw a person hurting and he did everything to 
save me.

His passion for the “school on the hill”, as he 
always tells everyone, began when his brother 
Matthew started here a few years before he did. 
From the day they dropped Matthew off, Nick knew 
this was going to be his home. Whenever he entered 
a room, he would always create a presence. His 
messages and words of wisdom at house assemblies 
were always a pleasure to hear. To walk the corridors 
with him was always a special time as everybody 
would always stop to greet him – and Nick would 

know every boy’s name which is something very 
special. I will always remember those special times 
next to Brooks Field. There is not a more passionate 
supporter of the Candies than Mr Adendorff.

In life everything happens for a reason and 2021 
was a year that had an effect on Mr Adendorff and 
his family. It was a challenge that he accepted and I 
believe one that he will relish taking on in the future. 
The “school on the hill” will always be his home 
and I know that wherever he is in the world, he will 
always remain our No 1 supporter.

Ryan Anderson

Mandy MacDonald
Mrs Mandy 
M a c D o n a l d 
joined us in 
January 2008 
as a senior 
Mathemat ics 
teacher. During 
her time at 
the school she 
added immense 

value both in and out of the classroom. An exceptional 
teacher, Mrs MacDonald has helped innumerable boys 
face the challenge of Mathematics while engendering a 
love of the subject. She is equally adept at helping boys 
who struggle and guiding more gifted students in the 
Advanced Programme Mathematics classes to excel. 
When PBHS introduced the Teacher Merit Award in 
2017, it was not surprising that Mrs MacDonald was 
one of the first recipients of this prestigious accolade, 
which she received again in 2019.

Always prepared to help, her kind, forgiving and 
caring nature ensured that she was a staff member 
held in high regard and with great affection by her 
colleagues and the boys.

She was: Master in Charge of the Junior City 

Council; in charge of the school’s calendar; a 
swimming and athletics official; involved in squash 
administration and oversaw the pastoral care of 
boys in Arcadia House. She has touched the lives of 
thousands of boys.

I had the privilege to get to know Mrs 
MacDonald and her family very well – from 
quick Maths-chats during break time, Saturday 
workshops for the AP classes and long weekends 
in the bush, camping and sharing stories at the 
fire. When Mr Hassenkamp asked me to describe 
my friend in one sentence I wrote “In the most 
positive, humble and friendly way, she inspired 
us all to be more creative, more hardworking and 
more understanding towards our boys and never 
lowering our standards”.

Mrs MacDonald leaves us to follow her husband 
to Durban where he has taken up a position as 
Headmaster of Clifton College. We thank her for her 
excellent years of service to Boys High and wish her 
all the best for this new and exciting phase of her 
life. She has had an enormous impact and left an 
indelible mark on the lives of many.

Joanna Holliday
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An edited version of the address by Mrs Joanna Holliday 
at a farewell function held on 5 August 2021.

Name: Daniela Albers
Nationality: Boys High Italian
Characteristics: Passionate, emotional, gentle 
and sociable
Achievements: raised two very successful children, 
Alistair and Patricia; took nineteen; taught Elon 
Musk the laws of Physics, John Smith and Chilliboy 
Ralepele the laws of motion; She also taught Oscar 
Pistorius, Mark Fish (and Greg Hassenkamp) and 
worked under four headmasters while at Boys High. 
Disciplinaries pending: for not wearing her gown 
at work
Talents: Makes a killer Tiramisu and great coffee, 
is a good listener and an amazing teacher, mentor 
and friend.

It is a great honour to say thank you and to bid 
farewell to Mrs Daniela Albers tonight. She started 
teaching in 1980 and came to Boys High in 1983 which 
makes her currently the longest-serving staff member 
at the school. She has devoted 37 years of her life to 
Pretoria Boys High, the last 16 as the HOD of the 
Science Department. She was one of the first tutors of 
Armstrong House and a Form I tutor for many, many 
years. She is often fondly called “Armstrong Mother” 
by many Old Boys of the school. 

When Mrs Albers arrived in South Africa as a 
young girl, she was hoping to go to a school that had 
stripey blazers and soft girly hats. But, she attended 
Johannesburg Girls Prep and then Johannesburg 
Girls High and at both schools she had to wear a 
black blazer and a basher-like hat. What she did 
though, was always to turn up the brim and so got 
into endless trouble with teachers – a little bit of the 
rebel in her being evident from early years. 

I met Daniela in November 1997 when I started 
my teaching career at Boys High in the Science 
Department. I clearly remember the black-haired 
young lady teacher sitting on top of a long wooden 
table next to the Science office with her legs swinging 
from side to side. She still does it during breaks – 
and at school assemblies. 

I remember our passionate discussions about 
Science and how hard she tried to convince me that 
chemistry is superior to physics. Little did I know 
then that we would work together, laugh together, 
occasionally cry together for almost 25 years. I wish I 
had been here in the early 80s to see Daniela acting in 
the staff play Sinderella and later in My Proud Beauty, 
but I am glad that she chose a teaching career rather 
than acting. 

Since Mrs Albers is truly an Italian, it is quite easy 
to read her mood and her colleagues knew very well 
when to scatter fast from the staffroom when she 
was upset. But they all knew that the fury would 
not last long and that they could always return 
and receive a warm welcome and a hug. She was 
always loyal to every member of her Department, 
supported them 100% and gave them top scores at 
any staff evaluations. In her eyes her Department 
was as perfect as her Armstrong House. 

It was always very entertaining to watch Mrs Albers 
in her Armstrong House T-shirt at the recording table 
during the galas and inter-house events. Her laughs 
at Mr Franken’s jokes and comments were truly 
contagious. The speed at which the recordings were 
taken when the emotions were running high was 
quite close to the speed of light. Mrs Albers, we will 
miss seeing you at that table. 

Although Boys High took up a major part of Mrs 
Albers’ life, she has a “life outside the school”. Her 
trips home to Italy; trips with friends to Portugal; 
visits to England, were always highlights of the year 
for her and for us, her friends, as she often brought 
back great stories, amazing pictures and special gifts. 
Not only does she have a life outside the school but 
a life outside this galaxy. I am sure that many of you 
know that Mrs Albers is a big fan of Star Trek. I hope 
that some of you are familiar with the movies and 
would agree with me that Mrs Albers is definitely 
not a Vulcan (cannot hide the emotions), but is hasty 
like a Klingon warrior and quite a bit like a Borg 
(when she wants something – you have to comply 
and your resistance is futile). 

Daniela, you have been a teacher to thousands of 
boys, a mother to hundreds of boys and teachers, 
a mentor, a leader and a colleague, but most 
importantly, you are a friend to so many of us present 
here today. We thank you for being part of our lives. 

Vivi a lungo ed in prosperità. (Live long and 
prosper, my friend)

Joanna Holliday

Daniela Albers
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Lamorna Georgiades
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SGood-bye Mrs G 

Lamorna Georgiades, or “Mrs G”, taught at Boys 
High for 18½ years but unlike most teachers, she 
only began her teaching career at the age of 47. Mrs 
G has five children, four of them are boys and so she 
arrived at the school with all the wisdom needed to 
teach boys effectively. 

Her wonderful humour and sense of fun 
endeared her to the boys of Pretoria Boys High 
and they spoke of Mrs G with great affection. She 
enjoyed the analytical challenge of English grammar 
and relished the opportunity to teach phrases and 
clauses to her classes over the years.

She loved the school and the boys she taught. 
In her farewell speech to the school, she said the 
following, “I can say that my relationship with Boys 
High has been that I have loved every day of waking 
up and coming to school to be with you and my 
motivation has been to do the best I can to make you 
the best you can be. I love every one of the special 
boys whom I teach and have taught, and I think that 
is the motivation of all the staff here, indeed of all 
good and true teachers. Teaching is a profound act of 
love; we are here for you, even though you do make 
it difficult sometimes, because we love you and care 
for you and we love what PBHS stands for.”

Mrs G’s analytical mind made her an excellent 
MIC for Debating. She worked tirelessly to prepare 

her boys for competitions. 
The competitions were held 
on Saturdays and Sundays 
and Boys High teams were 
always very successful and 
were often placed first, 
second or third in national 
competitions. 

The Archery Club at the 
school was established by 
Mrs G. It is one of the most popular clubs at the 
school and she grew it from strength to strength. 
Last year she handed over the club to Mrs van der 
Merwe and this year Boys High was placed in the 
national competition.  

Mrs G loves “birding” and could often be seen 
sitting in her car with her camera waiting to get the 
perfect shot of a bird on the property. Some days she 
would arrive at school with a sick bird in a cage and 
nurse it back to health.  

Thank you, Mrs Georgiades, for dedicating so 
much of your life to helping the boys achieve their 
hopes and dreams and for doing it with so much 
love in your heart.  Your infectious spirit is going to 
be missed by staff and boys alike. Goodbye Mrs G, 
may God bless you in your retirement.  

Penny Vlag 

Marina Petrou started her career at Boys High at the 
beginning of 2009. Having taught at Cornerstone 
College for a number of years, she decided to make 
Boys High her home when her son, Nick was in 
Form V. 

Despite experiencing personal tragedy when her 
husband was tragically murdered in their home, 
Mrs Petrou remained a positive influence to both the 
boys and staff of Boys High.

Mrs Petrou was a dedicated and enthusiastic 
teacher, tutor and colleague. She always had the 
welfare of the boys at the centre of everything she 
did. As an English teacher, her knowledge of her 
subject was good and she extended the boys beyond 
the curriculum with her wealth of knowledge.

Mrs Petrou’s greatest contributions outside the 
classroom were her involvement in the English 
Olympiad, where the school achieved some of 
its best results, and as Master In Charge of the 
Representative Council of Learners. As organiser 
of the English Olympiad, she brought in outside 
speakers who challenged the boys and opened their 
eyes to the richness and beauty of literature. As MIC 
of the RCL, she made the school aware of its social 

responsibility through 
all the charity initiatives. 
Many organisations like 
Guide Dogs for the Blind, 
Transoranje School for the 
Deaf and the Kingdom 
Life Children’s Home 
benefitted from the money 
collected. 

Her greatest sadness 
was the impact that Covid and its restrictions had on 
her fundraising activities. However, her enthusiasm 
was unfailing and, despite activities being curtailed, 
she continued to motivate the RCL to think of the 
community at large.

Mrs Petrou made a difficult decision in 2021 
to follow her heart to America. Not only was she 
leaving behind the school that she had come to love, 
but the move would also take her away from her 
children and granddaughter, who are at the centre 
of her existence. We wish her much happiness in her 
new life.

Penny Vlag

Marina Petrou



The Pretorian28

Mr Johannes Mpedi joined the staff at Boys high on 8 
February 1993, when he was employed as the driver 
for the Maintenance Department. I had met Johannes 
prior to his appointment and this, coupled with the 
fact that he had previously worked for Ludwig’s 
Roses, made him an ideal candidate for the position.

Jo, as he came to be known in the Department was 
a man with a very quiet and friendly nature, always 
willing to assist or work extended hours when needed 
to do so. He very quickly settled into his position 
and besides that for which he was employed, made 
himself available to assist wherever he could. 

Jo’s key tasks included the general fetching and 
delivering of goods. He played a major part in the 
recycling programme at the school. He was also 
responsible for the setting up bins, tables and chairs for 
sporting events. The experience he gained at Ludwig’s 
Roses came in very handy when it came to maintaining 
the roses on the property. This included the weekly 
spraying, regular fertilising and the winter pruning.

Jo had his own special sense of humour and 
mannerisms. If he wanted to know where a certain 
person was, he would come to me and say “Waar is 
daardie man?” (Where is that man?) I would then 
respond by asking, “Johannes, wie is daardie man?” 
(Johannes, who is that man?) to which he would 
respond, “Daardie man, Richard!” (That man, Richard!)

I will never forget the 
day he came to me looking 
very concerned and said 
“Eish Pat, daar is ’n groot 
probleem. Daar by die gate 
van Loftus daar is a kar 
en hy is deur by die stop 
nonsense.” What he was 
saying was that a car had gone through the palisade 
fence near North Gate. It was being able to translate 
and understand Jo’s way of expressing himself that 
made it so entertaining working with him.

Despite little communication glitches, one always 
felt confident working with Jo. Once one was certain 
he had understood the instruction, one could rest 
assured all would be done as per the instructions. 

Johannes had his own personal grief to deal with 
when he lost his son to suicide. This had a marked 
effect on him. It not only changed his personality 
and mannerisms, but we had to change the way we 
communicated with him. However, despite his tragic 
loss, he remained committed to his work.

I will always have fond memories of working with 
Mr Johannes Mpedi and wish him a long, happy and 
healthy retirement.

Patrick Vermeulen

Piet Mahlangu
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Department of Pretoria Boys High on 1 March 1990. 
He predated my appointment. As a result it was up 
to me to accept the way he did things. I found him to 
be very obliging and pleasant to work with. It took 
time to get to know his mannerisms and work out a 
way to communicate ideas with him. I very quickly 
came to realise that Piet always produced quality 
work that was worth the wait and that he took pride 
in his work. At the end of a day, if he still had stone 
work that needed cement cleaned off or brickwork 
that needed grout cleaned off, he would continue and 
finish the work and never ask for overtime.

His primary tasks were stone masonry, brick-laying 
and paving, three trades he carried out with amazing 
professionalism. As a result of the majority of his work 
being stone masonry, he affectionately became known 
as “Piet Klip”, or just “Klip”, a nickname that stuck. He 
is a man who has left his mark on the school forever. 
A few of these landmarks are the retaining wall on the 
south side of the road behind the tuck shop, the wall 
in front of the squash courts, all the rock work around 
the Headmaster’s house, the steps at the top of Polly 
Shorts as well as the steps down to the pool in front of 
Solomon House, to name but a few areas. 

“Klip” was a man of few words and once he had 
been given a task, he was left to his own devices to get 
the job done. The reason for this was no matter what 
was said by anybody, “Klip” would work at his own 

pace. His modus operandi 
was each morning to 
mix one wheelbarrow of 
cement that would last him 
all day. On the other side 
of the coin, one could not 
fault the quality of work 
he produced in any of his 
three trades. An incident that comes to mind was 
around 1995. We had experienced a large amount of 
rain and the small retaining wall on the west side of the 
Brooks stand had collapsed. “Klip” was given the task 
of rebuilding the brick wall. However, “Klip” working 
at his pace, was given one section and a construction 
company was brought in to do another section. The 
construction company completed its section in less 
than two weeks. “Klip” completed his section in just 
on two months. A year later he had to rebuild the 
section completed by the construction company!

He was very particular about the equipment that 
had been issued to him. He would not lend any of his 
tools to other members of the maintenance staff. He 
even went so far as to keep some of the equipment in 
his room.

It was always a pleasure working with Mr Piet 
Mahlangu and I wish him a long, happy, safe and 
healthy retirement.

Patrick Vermeulen

Johannes Mpedi
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Gill Wroth
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Master, John Illsley, at a farewell function held on 5 
August 2021. 

This year marks Gill’s 32nd year at this school and 
that represents, in its own right, a remarkable period 
of service to Boys High. But before I say more about 
that, it is worth pointing out that Gill started her 
teaching career in 1979 at Townview High School 
in Krugersdorp. It was a new school in which she 
was the only senior Maths teacher, so she was 
thrown in the deep end in her first year. She went 
on to teach at a school in Auckland Park; another 
in the old Bophuthatswana and at Iona Convent 
in Pretoria before she found out that there really is 
only one school to be at and started at Boys High 
in 1990. If we put all of that together, Gill has had a 
career in education that spans 43 years and while we 
may be gathered here tonight to thank her primarily 
for her years at this school, I think it is only right 
to acknowledge her contribution to South African 
education over more than four decades. 

I think Gill arrived at Boys High as a young teacher 
(and a recent nun) to discover that the social life of 
the staff at Boys High was rather more lively than at a 
convent school, to put it mildly. I well remember some 
good times in the Green Room after various school 
functions! I would like to think that the camaraderie 
at this school was one of the reasons why she chose to 
make it her work place for all these years. 

When Gill started here, she taught both Maths 
and Latin, the latter after the redoubtable Shirley 
Nell and so, after the subject ceased to be offered 
at the school, she was one of the last teachers of a 
classical language. She never lost her love of Latin 
and I remember her bringing copies of Winnie the 
Pooh in Latin for Mr Schroder, himself a linguist. I 
also recall tapping into her knowledge when I wrote 
the history of the school and wanted a translation of 
the school motto. Needless to say I was offered every 
possible interpretation of those three words “Virtute 
et Labore”! What most of you may not know is that 
Gill holds a Master’s Degree in Classical Culture, 
something which she completed while teaching 
here. It has been mainly in the role of a Maths and 
AP Maths teacher that Gill has come to help shape 
the numeracy of scores of boys in her own quiet, 
professional and, most importantly, caring way.

Apart from her contribution in the classroom, 
Gill was involved in a wide variety of extra mural 
activities. One of Gill’s earlier MIC roles was of chess, 
which she ran for ten years. She didn’t even know 
how to play the game and refused to learn, lest she 
be forced to coach it. I cannot help but believe that 
had she done so, she would have become, with her 
analytical brain, a formidable player. Nevertheless, 

she organized the teams and coaches so effectively 
that in 2000 we beat Waterkloof, the chess equivalent 
of beating Affies in rugby. She and Louis Esterhuizen 
tried to get chess recognised at the school as a sport 
(indeed Louis was always convinced it was a blood 
sport), but they didn’t win that one and it remains 
a club. Upon concluding her time as the chess 
supremo, she treated herself to a miniature of a 
chess piece for a bracelet. It was of a pawn, because 
as she points out, nothing moves on a chess board 
until the humble pawn has moved first. It seems as if 
she does know something about chess after all!

For five years Gill ran one of the clubs with the 
longest history at the school, namely the Society for 
National and International Affairs. She organized 
some interesting conferences with local schools 
and lined up some very interesting guest speakers. 
It always amused (and worried) her that the boys 
were most interested in hearing from a police 
profiler of serial killers and anybody who knew 
about prison gangs!

Gill was also involved with doing make up for 
school productions, in the days when Rita Bigalke 
ran this on a “production line” approach. So for the 
Mikado, Gill spent night after night applying yellow 
base to dozens of boys performing in that operetta. 
After Rita’s retirement, Gill then inherited the fishing 
tackle boxes that contained the assorted grease paint 
and herself became the “grande dame” of make up 
for over twenty years.

In one of those “behind the scenes” roles, Gill 
served on the timetable committee for some years 
and after Peter Kirsten left, she was Head of Studies 
for a year. More recently she has taken on the job of 
coordinating all the group photos for the magazine, 
which last year involved hundreds of individual 
photos after Covid made life complicated in terms 
of doing anything in groups. As with all things, Gill 
approached the task in her usual meticulous and 
unflappable fashion.

Of course, all of us spend time serving one or other 
role within the house system at Boys High. In this 
regard, I think Gill may have something of a record 
to her name, as she has been a member of Sunnyside 
House for 31½ years! For most of that time she was a 
tutor, almost making the F2 group a speciality, but more 
recently she has been the language advisor. I know that 
Mr Moodley has already made much of this within his 
house, but it is worth repeating this contribution.

Gill is a very private person, but a few years ago, 
on her sixtieth birthday, she gave us a little glimpse 
of something which had come to give her much joy 
in recent years and that was dancing. In one of the 
most unusual and enjoyable birthdays I’ve attended, 
a group of her friends met at a dance studio and 
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After having served as the schools Estate Manager 
for the past thirty years, Mr Patrick Vermeulen 
retired in July 2021. 

Mr Vermeulen was appointed to this position by 
then Headmaster, Mr Schroder, in 1991. Together 
with his supportive and loyal wife, Lyn, who also 
worked for the school from 1994 to 2017, and their two 
daughters, Elise and Karen, Mr Vermeulen resided 
on the estate for the duration of his employment. To 
say that PBHS was home to the Vermeulen family is 
certainly no understatement. 

Over and above Mr Vermeulen and his family 
having been involved with the school for the past 
thirty years, Mr Vermeulen’s association with the 
school stretches even further back with him having 
attended PBHS as a School House boarder from 
1970–1974. 

During his time as Estate Manager, Mr Vermeulen 
has played an undeniably important and significant 
role in the development and expansion of the 

school. During the thirty years of Mr Vermeulen’s 
employment, the school has experienced 
unprecedented growth in which he has played an 
integral role throughout. I share with you some 
of the changes that have taken place during this 
time, keeping in mind that as Estate Manager, Mr 
Vermeulen would have had to oversee and manage 
all these projects and processes. In thirty years there 
are obviously far too many projects to mention. The 
list below includes some of the bigger projects he 
has been involved in; 

In terms of buildings:
• in 1991 Mr Vermeulen was involved in the the 

final year of the construction of the thirteen staff 
houses

• in the early 1990s he was involved in the building 
of the Central Dining Hall and the boarders’ 
new laundry facility. He was responsible for 
the conversion of the three boarding house 

Gill Wroth
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girl’s talents, but we were ourselves able to learn a 
few dance moves. It was a very special evening.

There are many things that have characterised 
Gill’s time at Boys High, but in her professional role, 
the three things that stand out in my mind are her 
meticulous approach; her attention to detail and 
her caring nature. I have never worked in the same 
department as Gill and yet I know all of this to be 
true from the high regard in which she is held by 
the boys and staff. This is also true of those aspects 
of the school on which we have worked together. So 
Gill, as we thank you for what you have meant to 
untold hundreds of boys, this is our chance also to 
say thank for being a real friend, a gentle soul and a 
true professional. 

In one sense, Gill’s life has gone full circle, because 
while we may tend to think of her as a person of 
numbers, in my mind she is perhaps best thought 
of as a person of letters. I mentioned earlier, her 
association with language, and more particularly, 
Latin. In her retirement, which I think is going to be a 
very active one, she is going to be doing professional 
proof reading for a large educational publishing 
house. Retirement will allow her to spend time 
with her beloved cats and do a lot more leisure time 
reading. I hope to be swopping Phillip Kerr, Stephen 
Leather and Gerald Seymour novels with you for 
years to come. An amusing aside in that regard is 
that when handing back some novels the other day, 

I found a note on the front cover of one that asked 
what colour suit Winston Churchill was wearing 
on page 171. Since my memory is not nearly good 
enough to have remembered a small detail like that, 
I turned to that page, skimmed it and decided that 
the answer was pale grey. But, it turns out that the 
author had Churchill wearing two different colour 
suits on the same page. All I can say is, “Beware 
any future author whose work Gill is proof reading; 
don’t try to sneak sloppy writing past her!”

Gill, you have more than earned your retirement. 
As we say farewell, we hope that you won’t lose 
contact with us or the school. You will be local for 
the foreseeable future, so don’t be surprised if we 
contact you to help us (as we have already done in 
the past few 
weeks). You 
take with you 
our love and 
best wishes 
for the years 
ahead. May 
they be as 
fulfilling as 
the years you 
have spent 
here.

Thank you. 

John Illsley

Patrick Vermeulen
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accommodation and ablution facilities

• he oversaw the development of the upper floor 
of the science block into the existing science labs 

• during the mid 1990s Mr Vermeulen was 
responsible for the handing back of Pollock 
Campus (until then Pro Arte School) to PBHS. 
Over the years that have followed, he has 
been responsible for the continued growth 
and development of Pollock Campus and in 
the process, the removal of a number asbestos 
buildings which have been replaced with brick 
and mortar

• when Pollock Campus was handed back to 
Boys High, there were sixteen classrooms. There 
are now 38 classrooms and associated ablution 
facilities and the campus can at any given time 
accommodate more than half of the school 

• Mr Vermeulen oversaw the building of the water 
polo pool, the new clothing shop (twice), the 
development of the Sports Department block next 
to the old swimming pool and the construction of 
the Sanatorium 

• he has overseen the building of the tennis 
clubhouse, the rugby pavilion, the Abernethy 
and Mulvenna fields’ changerooms and the 
upgrading of the Somerville Pavilion. 

In terms of fields and sports facilities some of the 
improvements include:
• the building of the hockey astro turf
• the widening of the athletic track from six lanes 

to the present ten
• the doubling in number of both the artificial and 

turf cricket nets 
• the increase in number of turf cricket pitches 

and cricket fields from three to six, including 
the construction of the Mulvenna and Shalang 
fields. Bear in mind that Mulvenna field was a 
bluegum forest situated on a steep hill before 
being converted into the current field 

• the increase in number of rugby fields from three 
to six.

When Mr Vermeulen arrived in 1991 there were:
• no operational tractors. The school now has four
• there were a few hand driven lawn mowing 

machines. The school now has lawn mowing 
equipment with a replacement value of over 
R3million

• all field irrigation was by way of hoses that had 
to be moved by hand. All field irrigation is today 
a fully automated underground system 

• during Mr Vermeulen’s time at the school two 
boreholes have been sunk from which the 

majority of the sports fields are now watered. 
Two additional boreholes were commissioned by 
Mr Vermeulen and awaited municipal approval 
at the time of his departure. 

As I have mentioned the above is only a “highlights 
package” of some of the many changes brought about 
during Mr Vermeulen’s time at the school. Needless 
to say the school today is unrecognisable compared 
to thirty years ago when Mr Vermeulen arrived. 

As I have mentioned, Mr Vermeulen is an Old Boy 
of the school, having been associated with the school 
since his arrival in Form I in 1970. He is possibly in 
the unique position of having a direct association 
with more headmasters of this school than any other 
person currently at the school. He attended school 
under the headmastership of both Mr Abernethy 
and Mr Armstrong. He was then appointed by Mr 
Schroder with whom he worked for nineteen years. 
He then worked under Mr Illsley when he was 
acting headmaster in 2010, followed by Mr Reeler 
for ten years. I have had the privilege of working 
with Mr Vermeulen during my first year in office. 
Mr Vermeulen’s 51-year association with the school 
therefore extends across six different headmasters. 

In July 2021 Pretoria Boys High School bade 
farewell to a loyal and dedicated servant of the 
school. Pretoria Boys High School is the biggest all-
boys school in the country and it is a world class 
school. Consequently, this school has to have world 
class facilities. Mr Vermeulen’s input, involvement 
and influence on this school has indeed been 
immense. As a school we thank him for thirty years 
of service and hard work in the knowledge that 
he has made a significant difference. Pretoria Boys 
High School wishes both Mr and Mrs Vermeulen all 
that they wish for and more as they enter their well-
deserved years of retirement. There is no doubt they 
deserve it. 

Mr GJ Hassenkamp
Headmaster
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Abernethy House
Senior Housemaster: Ms D Cloete 
Tutors: Form I: Mr J Venter 
 Form II: Mr A Nixon 
 Form III: Mrs B Nel 
 Form IV: Mrs T Thompson
 Form V: Mrs S Bouwer
Head of House: Connor Magill
Deputy: Neo Morebudi 
Prefects: Lowin Kounga 
 Raoul Mahabeer 
 Chearn Manus 
 Jason Sinclair 
 Justin Solomons 
 Ivan Wisniewski 

My years at Pretoria Boys High School have been 
some of the best years of my life. It feels like yesterday 
when I first walked up Main Drive for the first time 
and gazed upon the wonder that was my school, my 
home for the next five years. My first year at Boys 
High in 2017 was the foundation for the love and 
passion that I have for my school and for my house. 

My fondest memories of my time in Abernethy 
House are: the Form I camp, where a bunch of strangers 
was thrown together at random and became a band 
of brothers overnight, and the Inter-House Galas. 
They are the school's main events and rightfully so. 
Even though I dreaded swimming, the galas always 
stood out for me because even boys who weren't the 
best at swimming or didn't enjoy swimming, swam 

for their house and that is what events like that are all 
about – uniting not only the members of the house, 
but all the individual houses coming together as one 
big team, the Pretoria Boys High Team. 

Because of the situation our planet has been 
facing since 2020, we have not been able to have 
all the events that we hoped to. This was a big let 
down but it did not stop us from making the most 
of a tough situation and setting out to conquer and 
we, Abernethy House of 2021, accomplished more 
than our fair share. This made me more proud of our 
house and I'm excited to see what the future leaders 
of our house will do. There is so much potential in 
our house and I'm comfortable leaving the house in 
more than capable hands.

A special thanks to Mrs Bouwer for being an 
amazing tutor to the Abernethy matric group of 2021 
and to Ms Cloete for being an amazing Housemaster 
to us for the past five years. I thank you both very 
much for all the time and energy you put into getting 
us through high school. We will be forever grateful 
to you both.

Finally, to my fellow Abernethy brothers, thank 
you so much for the years of memories we have 
made together. I wish you all well and hope you go 
out into the world with that Abernethy pride in your 
hearts. Let your roars echo for everyone to hear…

Connor Magill 
Head Prefect

Form V Group

Seated L–R: I Wisniewski, R Mahabeer, J Solomons, N Morebudi (Deputy Head of House), C Magill (Head of House), C Manus, J Sinclair,  
L Kounga Somo

First Row L–R: Mrs S Bouwer (Tutor), R Lewis, H Mathew, F Marx, M Mahwasane, J Pletschke, Ms D Cloete (Housemaster)
Second Row L–R: P Shabani, P Sdralis, R Ahatefu, O Maree, K El Mohamadi, N du Plooy, N Haywood, T Hlongwane

Third Row L–R: R Mokale, J Larkin, K Halvorsen, J Jensen, T Storm, I Daly
Absent: E Dos Passos, A Dreyer, Z Geldenhuys, N Modikoa, L Mokati, T Sequeira, J van der Watt
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1. Abernethy Senior Inter-House Rugby Team
2. Abernethy Senior Inter-House Hockey Team
3.  Atlehang Mogane collecting bottle tops and 

bread tags
4.  Lesego Mathebela and Leon Duvenhage 

competing in Inter-House Chess
5.  The Abernethy Form IVs decided to run 

Inter-House Cross Country with this pole
6.  Gumboot Dancers performing at house assembly
7. Abernethy Form Vs after the penguin swim

1.

2. 3.

4. 5.

6. 7.
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Arcadia House
Senior Housemaster: Mr N Adendorff
Tutors: Form I: Mr R Anderson 
 Form II: Mrs C van der Merwe 
 Form III: C Dowra 
 Form IV: Mr JP Dumas 
 Form V: Mr S van Greunen 
Head of House: Tinotenda Mukiwa 
Deputy:  Thato Nako 
Prefects:  Bazil Bezuidenhout 
 David da Rocha 
 Arno de Bruin 
 Loren Ehlers 
 Ntshinga Lobese 
 Maarten van der Merwe 

2021 has been both memorable and remarkable. 
We have gone through the challenges that came 
our way with the single potent phrase, "Control 
the Controllables!" Covid-19 has not been ideal for 
anyone but we have all had the power to choose 
how we react to our circumstances and control 
everything we can. 

The Form Is were unfortunate not to have a camp 
this year. The traditional camp had to be condensed 
into a single day's work which was not ideal, but it 
was all that could be done at the time. Our young boys 
all came into the school from different backgrounds 
but it was pleasing to watch them connect and unite 
as brothers. I was reminded of my former days as 
a Form I. Arcadia House has boasted impressive 
academic performance for as long as I can remember 
and our little protégés have impressed us by earning 
fourth position in the inter-house chess competition 
with a team made up exclusively of Form Is.

The Arcadia matric group has displayed great 
leadership to the entire house and the iconic Mr Van 
Greunen was an anchor for the matrics throughout 
a difficult year. I am proud to see the Form IV group 
take leadership of the house and take it to new, 
unimaginable heights. The Form IV group promises 
to be a resilient bunch. Mr Dumas has “sharpened 
them up” for a significant task and I am excited for 
what the future holds for Arcadia House. It is rare 
to see Form IIs and Form IIIs raise their hands and 
lead by example, but these groups have managed 
to do exactly that this year. They volunteered to 
participate in inter-house events without requiring 
a second invitation and, under the leadership of 
their fantastic tutors, they have set a much needed 
example for the Form Is and the house as a whole. 
It has been magical to see all the boys and the tutors 
exhibit their passion for the house.

I am grateful to our Deputy Head of House who 
has supported me throughout the year with patience 
and vigour. Thato Nako is a driven young man with 
exceptional leadership qualities. The house prefects 

were also always prepared to take the initiative in 
any event and I am grateful for a job well done. I 
must make mention of David and Keaghan, who 
made every moment memorable with their humour 
and admirable cheerfulness. I cannot thank the house 
prefects enough for their support and leadership.

This year we also boasted an excellent debating 
team that managed to win the Inter-House debating 
trophy and emphasised our superiority. Our rugby 
boys performed impressively, earning us fourth place 
in the inter-house rugby competition. We were the 
top Day Boy house in the event. This year has been a 
rollercoaster ride with many ups and downs but we 
definitely took control of everything we could.

The tutors and staff have played a major role in 
our lives. I am grateful for their passion and care for 
the boys in the house and I am certain that nothing 
would function as efficiently without them. It was 
inspiring to watch Mr Anderson's patience with the 
Form Is and how he ensured that everything ran 
smoothly for every single one of them. 

I loved sharing my experiences and opinions with 
the Form Is and the rest of the house. I have learned 
to communicate better and to build relationships 
with my brothers. I have realised that I can always 
learn something from any person, young or old, and 
that a teachable spirit goes a long, long way.

Thank you, Mr Adendorff! Thank you for always 
keeping us driven through a somewhat stagnant year 
and for your humble character. Mr Adendorff has 
the most competitive spirit but it is accompanied by 
compassion. He is calm, patient and inspiring. Mr 
Adendorff has truly inspired us through his words 
and the entirety of his character. Mr Adendorff has 
been the best Housemaster any boy could ever ask 
for and his leadership in the house and in the school 
will be desperately missed. I really wish you well, Sir. 

Arcadia is not just a house in the school. Arcadia is 
a group of people who support one another through 
thick and thin. Arcadia is a group of people who 
care for one another. Arcadia is a group of people 
who have made me feel like I belong. I could never 
have asked for a better group of people to travel this 
journey with. Thank you, Arcadia House.

Nathan Gauld 
Head Prefect
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Form V Group

Seated L–R: B Bezuidenhout, L Ehlers, A de Bruin, T Mukiwa (Head of House), T Nako (Deputy Head of House), N Lobese, K van der Merwe, 
D Da Rocha

First Row L–R: Mr S van Greunen (Tutor), T Masango, D van Eck, N Mavuso, K Mdima, N Dlamini, O Motsepe, A Abdelrahman,  
Mr N Adendorff (Housemaster) 

Second Row L–R: J van Bergen, S van Rooyen, E Harvey, K Nagessar, D Marivadzi, M Parsotam, I Mampe, T Tladi, J Jacobs
Third Row L–R: A Jonker, A Ndebele, C Ross, L Cannata, H Witthoft, L Breebaart, J Schoon, A Fidos

Absent: R Snedden, M Nkosi, A Cronjé, M van Niekerk

1. Cebastian Neser in action during Inter-House rugby
2.  Tino Mukiwa (Right) competes against Khumo Monnapula from Solomon House for possession of the ball
3.  Ofentse Sekano giving his best for the house's soccer team
4.  Mr Nick Adendorff wearing his Arcadia face mask with pride
5.  The Rissik and Arcadia Senior Inter-House rugby teams pose for a combined photo after their game
6.  Aleks Sik bats for the Arcadia Inter-House cricket team
7. An Arcadia swimmer in action at the Inter-House gala

1. 2. 3. 4.

5. 6. 7.
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Armstrong House
Senior Housemaster: Mr R Fourie 
Tutors: Form I: Mrs A Krugel 
 Form II: Mr A de Kock 
 Form III: Ms A Bolduc
 Form IV: Mrs J Jones
 Form V: Mrs I Wagener
Head of House: Edwin Arndt 
Deputy: Divan Dirkse van Schalkwyk 
Prefects: Kieron Croome 
 Jaide Jospehs
 Segopotso Lebese 
 Kagiso Molomo 
 Nicholas Oosthuizen 
 Jan Wessels 

2021, a year to remember! Five years are coming to an 
end at undoubtedly the greatest school in the world. 
I would like to thank the school for equipping us and 
guiding us to grow into the best possible version of 
ourselves. After a tough year with ups and downs 
due to the pandemic, Armstrong, as a house ,took on 
this year with a force to be reckoned with despite the 
uncertainty of the future. The dedication, perseverance 
and immense passion shown towards this house this 
year by each individual boy is truly remarkable. 

We headed into 2021 with the goal to recognise, 
encourage and celebrate each boy within the house; 
to create a unified house that was able to give its best 
during this year. Looking back, it is safe to say that 
we reached this goal.I would like to commend the 
house prefects for doing a remarkable job but more 
specifically, for the role they played within their 
designated tutor groups. 

Each boy and staff member contributes to the 
backbone of this house, allowing Armstrong to 
operate with unity and strength but also with 
passion and care. With the uncertainty of Covid-19, 
many of the house events were rescheduled to 
happen at later stages. Despite the postponement, 
each boy competed with a level of dedication and 
passion that could not be matched in the chase to 
bring home the House Cup. 2021 was yet again a 
year of much uncertainty. Although we had an idea 
of the of the protocols and regulations regarding 
Covid-19, many of us experienced personal hurdles 
through this difficult time. Nevertheless, we as the 
Armstrong group, always held our heads high with 
the support of our turquoise brothers next to us and 
with the care of our loving tutors.

The year started on a more positive note – we were 
coming out of the 2nd Covid wave. We wanted to 
squeeze in as much house and school activity while 
everyone was still fresh and vibrant. The Form Is did 
exceptionally well in the “Form I Day”. They all arrived 
nervously at the camp but throughout the day they 
showed immense passion and grit. They ended the day 
as an exhausted bunch but left more unified and ready 
to tackle what Boys High had in store for them.

The cultural inter-house activities soon followed. 
Armstrong has always been strong in the field of 
cultural and creative pursuits and had strong teams 
and individuals in every event. The juniors and 
seniors coordinated well in their individual groups 
to give Armstrong the best opportunity to succeed 
and score maximum points. However, while some of 
the results did not necessarily go our way, the boys 
gave it their best and fought till the end.

The Inter-House Play Festival was remarkable. 
While the play was extremely funny, it was all the 
hard work of Mrs Jones, Mrs Krugel and the boys 
that paid off. Even though we did not get the position 
we wanted, the boys had so much fun rehearsing 
and performing. The house’s performances in 
chess and debating were also ones to be admired. 
The inter-house sporting fixtures were tight and 
competitive. Inter-House hockey for Juniors and the 
Inter-House Gala were two events that Armstrong 
truly succeeded in, finishing a near second, right on 
the heels of being first. 

We, as a house, could not have succeeded this 
year if it weren’t for the Armstrong staff members. 
I would like to start off by thanking Mr Fourie 
for leading this house with the highest level of 
dedication and for always supporting and guiding 
each individual boy to achieve his best. Then to all 
the tutors: Mrs Krugel, Mr De Kock, Ms Bolduc, Mrs 
Jones and Mrs Wagener for the passion and care 
that they show towards their tutor groups. They 
are a support system to each boy and encourage 
each boy to pursue his respective pursuits, to strive 
for greatness. 2021 will be a year to remember for 
generations to come. We have created a legacy 
within the house and the school which will not be 
forgotten. To the matrics of 2021, all the best for the 
future and carry on growing your legacy! 

Edwin Arndt  Divan Dirkse Van Schalkwyk
Head Prefect  Deputy Head Prefect

1. 2.
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Form V Group

Seated L–R: N Oosthuizen, S Lebese, D Dirkse van Schalkwyk (Deputy Head of House), E Arndt (Head of House), J Josephs, K Croome, K Molomo
First Row L–R: I Wagener (Tutor), R Oberholster, Z Dangazele, R Malan, T Matema, S Woldesadie, K Ngwane, R Fourie (Housemaster)

Second Row L–R: K Chavhunduka, A Demetriades, J Malan, E Pienaar, B Magadla, K Oberholster, Y Pillay
Third Row L–R: F Kruger, M Meyer, K da Silva, K Chetty, S Steyn, M Jacobsz, D van Malsen, P de Gouveia, R Nagel

Absent: J Ahiba, L Makwela, M Lekalakala, T Phadi, J Wessels

1.  Mrs Albers holding the gift given to her by the Armstrong boys to commemorate her retirement and to thank her for her outstanding service 
and dedication to the house for fifteen years. She is flanked by the 2021 House Prefects and her two Former Senior Housemasters, Mr Illsley 
and Mr Franken (left and centre) and her current Housemaster, Mr Fourie (right)

2.  The 2021 Form I group getting ready for the obstacle course
3.  The 2021 Junior Inter-House Hockey Team smiling after coming 2nd

4.  Mrs Bolduc and Andre Badenhorst greeting each other at the 2021 Inter-House Swimming Gala
5.  Armstrong boys walking towards the start of the Inter-House Cross Country 
6.  The 2021 Junior Inter-House Cricket team looking prepared and ready for their match
7. Armstrong boys rehearsing for the Inter-House Play Festival

3.

4. 5.

6. 7.
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Hofmeyr House
Senior Housemaster:  Mr D van Suilichem
Tutors Form I: Mrs V Pieterse 
 Form II: Mrs S Hayward 
 Form III: Mrs N Oelofse 
 Form IV: Mr N Zambara 
 Form V: Mr W Truter 
Head of House: Pedran Wessels 
Deputy: Dionisius du Plessis 
Prefects: Willie Botha 
 Johann Kok 
 Tshiamo Makhubedu 
 Kyle Marshall 
 Omphile Noko 
 Callum Steyn 

Undoubtedly, it is things like house assemblies and 
inter-house competitions that keep a house together, 
and spirits high. Thus 2021 was again, like 2020, a 
difficult year due to Covid. It was fortunate that we 
were able to fit in a number of events albeit later in 
the year than they would normally have been.

If Hofmeyr’s year was to be measured through 
our results on the sports field, then this was not a 
successful year for the house. Our academic and 
cultural achievements were much better, but we 
should try to excel in all spheres, as this is the aim of 
our school and therefore the house. 

Looking at sporting performances, the events in 
which we did well were the senior inter-house hockey 
where we finished second. This was the best this year’s 
matrics have done in their five years of participating, 
losing only in the last few seconds to School House in 
the finals. Joshua McGinley, Justin van den Boogard, 
Reuben Arnoldi and Bradley Chaplin deserve mention 
for winning the inter-house squash. There is however 
much work to be done for the house to become 
competitive on the sports field again.

Cultural events have been a traditional strength 
of Hofmeyr House. This year was no exception with 

an excellent performance in the Inter-House Plays. 
Pedran Wessels was in charge of the production 
together with a talented crew and we came second. 
Inter-House debating is another event that Hofmeyr 
has made a habit of excelling in and this year was 
no different. With a strong team consisting of Willie 
Botha, Johann Kok, Crouse Louw, Pedran Wessels 
and Ikhona Mahlangu we came second in a very 
close final. Though we came only fifth in inter-house 
chess, there were a number of juniors involved 
and we aimed to give everyone a chance to play. 
The future of Hofmeyr's chess is looking bright. 
Overall, the house came sixth in the Piet Moerdyk 
competition. “Winning doesn’t always mean being first. 
Winning means you’re doing better than you’ve ever 
done before.” – Bonnie Blair

As the outgoing housemaster, I have many thank-
yous to make, not just to the staff and boys of this 
year, but to everyone who has contributed to the 
house in the past four years. It has been a privilege 
to lead a house that has, above all, been friendly and 
accepting, putting people first and always making 
everyone feel welcome. 

Boys, I hope that you've learnt at least a few things 
from my many lectures over the past four years that 
I tried to make as much fun as possible, but always 
with a message on how to improve yourself. Take 
hold of the opportunities that the school and the 
house present you with every day. Participate in 
everything and be the best that you can be.

The last two years have been extremely difficult 
and we hope that things will be much better next 
year. I wish Mr Botha, the staff and prefects for next 
year all the best in making and keeping Hofmeyr a 
great house.

Dave van Suilichem
Senior Housemaster

The Form 1 group being introduced to the house by Mr van Suilichem at a house assembly
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Form V Group

Seated L–R: O Noko, T Makhubedu, J Kok, P Wessels (Head of House), K Marshall, C Steyn, W Botha
First Row L–R: E Plint, C Louw, L Mpotulo, Y Krishna, A McKay, M Kingsley, Q Magingxa, P Mokgabudi

Second Row L–R: I Rumbu, M Chaplin, T Mkhabela, M de Oliveira, L Tshikila, E Dempers
Third Row L–R: Mr D van Suilichem (Housemaster), T Popov, C de Kock, J McGinley, W Roeloffze, Mr W Truter (Tutor)

Absent: K Adams, G Bevilacqua, D Boyd-Davison, J Brewer, B Chaplin, D du Plessis (Deputy Head of House), V Peters, J Stoltz, M Tshabalala

1.  Abdul Oboirien, Lithabo Mahlangu and 
Iloke Alusala giving of their best during 
Inter-House Cross-Country

2.  Stéfan Schlenter and Pumletu Klaas 
checking out each other’s moves during a 
chess match at the tuckshop

3.  Taariq Raffieyudeen and his partner in the 
Ballroom Dancing showcase

1. 2.

3.



H
O

U
SE

 R
EP

O
R

TS

The Pretorian40

Matheson House
Senior Housemaster: Mr W Geldenhuys
Tutors: Form I: Mr B. Penrose
 Form II: Mr J. Klopper
 Form III: Mrs L. Kriel
 Form IV: Mr P. Meyer
 Form V: Ms J. Nell
Head of House: Sethu Triumph Zwane
Deputy: Paballo Mashao Raphela
Prefects: Tinotenda Chirozvi 
 Jaryd De Jager 
 Owethu Nkomo
 Anaerobi Okonkwo
 Cameron Ras 
 Rudolph Swemmer

At the end of 2020, the House Prefects and I were 
ready to take on 2021 with great passion and in 
pursuit of excellence. We had plans to take the 
house to new heights and leave behind a legacy. 
Unfortunately, the start of 2021 indicated to us 
that many of our plans would have to change and 
many of the inter-house sporting activities had 
to be cancelled or postponed due to Covid-19. 
Nevertheless, once the year was under way, we hit 
the ground running and took on the year that was.

We welcomed a large group of Form 1s this 
year who have proved to be good sportsmen and 
have great potential. It was unfortunate that the 
boys could not have their traditional Form I Camp 
during the first weekend at school, but we were 
lucky enough to be able to hold the camp on a 
Saturday. There was, of course, not enough time to 
do everything that would have been done during a 
normal Form I camp, but we are still grateful that 
it was not completely cancelled. I had an amazing 
time getting to know each of the boys as well as 
each one’s strengths and weaknesses. 

This year the house prefects and our 
Housemaster, Mr. Geldenhuys, decided to run the 
house according to a new and improved system. 
We introduced portfolios to better organise the 
achievements of the boys in the house and to 
offer rewards for boys who participated in inter-
house events and overall, showed themselves 
to be honorable Boys High boys. The portfolios 
we introduced were as follows: sport, academic 
performance, cultural, social/marketing, recycling, 
and the mentor-mentee programme. We also 
introduced “Shadow Prefects” which would be a 
group of Form IVs who would run these portfolios 
alongside the house prefects while being trained 
for their term of service the following year. This 

new system has great potential and I am glad that 
we initiated it and could see how well it worked 
even in a tough year such as this. A special thank 
you goes to my fellow house prefects who helped 
lead the house and head up each of the portfolios.
Paballo Raphela – Academic portfolio
Tino Chirozvi – Mentor-mentee programme
Rudolph Swemmer – Sport portfolio
Jaryd De Jager – Recycling portfolio
Owethu Nkomo – Cultural portfolio
Anaerobi Okonkwo – Academic portfolio
Cameron Ras – Sport portfolio

The matric group of 2021 has had a tough year and 
missed out on a lot of the most important traditions 
of a matric group. Nevertheless, the group was a 
very strong one with 1st team sportsmen. The group 
led by great example and with passion. It may have 
been an odd year, but the boys kept the “Maroon 
Army” on top of their game whenever they were 
put to the test.

When it comes to inter-house events this year, we 
unfortunately did not have the best run. Despite the 
efforts that the boys put in, we need to work harder 
academically and at sport to improve our standing. 
In overall house standings Matheson came eighth 
in academic performance and a very disappointing 
tenth in cultural events. We do commend our 
sportsmen however on a well fought for fourth 
place overall. The house could have performed 
much better this year, but we commend the other 
houses on their results, and we hope that we can do 
a lot better next year.

I have had an incredible experience leading 
the house and would like to acknowledge all 
the people who have made it a smooth and easy 
journey. I would like to thank my Deputy, Paballo 
Raphela, for leading the house with a calm spirit 
and always getting things done. I would like to 
thank my tutors from the very beginning of my 
time for playing a huge role in the man I am today 
and Mr. Geldenhuys for firstly trusting me in this 
position and having faith in me and believing I 
could get the job done. 

To the “Maroon Army”, I hope you enjoy your 
time at this wonderful institution. Make the most of 
your time here as you will not believe how quickly 
the days go by and certainly how your “eyes will 
fill at the thought of the hill”. This will forever be 
home. Thank you, Matheson House.

Sethu Triumph Zwane
Head Prefect
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Form V Group

Seated L–R: W Geldenhuys (Housemaster), A Okonkwo, P Raphela (Deputy Head of House), S Zwane (Head of 
House), T Chirozvi, O Nkomo, C Ras, J Nell (Tutor).

First Row L–R: L Mahanjana, A Watson, P Nyoni, J Speelman, S Sookay, Y Noor Mahomed.
Second Row L–R: J van der Westhuizen, K Lepota, J Ferreira, A le Roux, S Speranza, D Geerdink.

Third Row L–R: H van Bosch, D Aitken, D Deng, A Kuol, R Alexander.
Absent: J de Jager, J Kleynhans, K Malatji, K Molele, T Mtshweni, A Ogubie, Y Patel, C Porter, B Riekert,  

J Robinson, R Swemmer, O Thabetha, J Zeeman.

Marnus Wessels (left) being 
awarded with the Man-of-
the-Week trophy by Barend 
Steenekamp (right) for his 
commitment to his rugby 

team while injured

1.  The Form 5 academic achievers within the house
2. Lemons taste great during a house assembly ice breaker
3.  Daniel Robinson finishing the Inter-House Cross Country race
4.  We are ready for camouflage during the Form 1 camp
5.  What a beautiful setting to enjoy a musical item from Henry Smith during house assembly

1.

5.

2. 3.

4.
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Rissik House
Senior Housemaster: Mr E Rust
Tutors: Form I: Mr G Botha
 Form II: Mr E Shine 
 Form III: Mr L Stewart
 Form IV: Mr B Engelbrecht
 Form V: Mr L Haynes
Head of House: Byron Andrew 
Deputy: Thabang Mphela 
Prefects: Jarryd Carelse 
 Dyllan Condes 
 Matthew Gall 
 Wade Hobson 
 Joshua Mitchell 
 Avela Tsengiwe 

2021 was yet another incredibly difficult year for all 
the boys. What I know for certain is that Boys High 
boys are tough and resilient and we got through 
the year with much of our focus on our health and 
academic achievements. We remained positive and 
kept moving forward, despite the reality that some 
of us would never achieve the goals we had once set 
for ourselves. I believe this is what will set us apart 
from the rest. 

Trying to be successful without working is like trying to 
harvest crops from seeds you have not yet planted – David 
Blyne – I am so incredibly proud of our matric dorm 
that stepped up and set the standard – four of our 
boys were selected as 1st team sports captains. Josh 
Mitchell – Candies, Dyllan Condes – Chipmunks, 
Claudio Jardim – White Caps and Wade Hobson – 
Basketball. This was the first year that Rissik House 
produced four school captains in one year. 

Although many of our inter-house activities and 
almost all Saturday sports fixtures were cancelled 
due to the ever-present Covid-19 pandemic, Rissik 
House took every opportunity to continue striving 
for success. The Rissik juniors made us proud by 
winning the inter-house rugby as well as the inter-
house debating. On a personal note, I was lucky to 
compete in this year’s inter-house cross country race 
and a sure highlight for me was to have won this race 
for a second consecutive year – a final contribution 
from me to the best house at the school on the hill. 
Rissik House finished third in both the junior and 
senior category. 

Our Parents’ Association did a sterling job and 
managed to complete a number of renovations 
and upgrades to the house. The upstairs floor was 
re-tiled, bringing new life to this high traffic and 
dull area. One of the most exciting upgrades and 
developments was the resurfacing and enclosing of 
the old and very shabby looking “back lawn” area 
that is now a full synthetic-turf-enclosed sports area. 
Our matric group donated a traditional brick Pizza 

Oven which has been built in the back Rissik garden 
area. With the ongoing developments to this area of 
the house, it has become a wonderful space for the 
boys and visitors to Rissik House. 

Special thanks to Mr Rust, our Senior Housemaster, 
for his commitment and dedication to all the boys 
and specifically for his guidance and mentorship 
throughout the year. Mr Botha, who has played a 
vital role within Rissik House as Form I tutor, will 
be joining Hofmeyr House as Senior Housemaster 
for 2022. 

It would be remiss of me not to mention the fact 
that a number of the traditional calendar, house and 
school events of a “normal” school year did not 
take place in 2021, namely: The Affies vs Boys High 
Derby Day, the Maritzburg Exchange, SACS Water 
Polo Tournament and the Annual Rissik Cultural 
Dinner to name but a few. 

This year has been a long race, but unlike most 
races that we run, this race could not inform 
us of the finish line which is what made it even 
more challenging. It didn’t matter whether you 
came in first, in the middle of the pack or last. As 
long as you could say that you finished and gave 
it your best shot, there was a lot of satisfaction in 
that. Putting ourselves on the line in this race and 
exposing ourselves to the unknown, taught us 
things about ourselves that were very exciting. I will 
be forever grateful for the opportunity provided to 
me and proud to call myself a Rissik Boy. May the 
next generation of Rissik Boys protect and uphold 
the values of this fine house. Make us ever proud, 
gentlemen. 

Byron Andrew
Head Prefect

The fun run to the Union Buildings in support of an outreach 
initiative was definitely enjoyed by the entire Rissik House family
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Form V Group

Seated L–R: M Gall, A Tsengiwe, J Mitchell, T Mphela (Deputy Head of House), B Andrew (Head 
of House), D Condes, W Hobson, J Carelse

First Row L–R: C Jardim, L Moshupja, T Allison, J Liebenberg, K Mkize, I Maphakisa, N Kgarimetsa
Second Row L–R: D Joyce, M Matchett, D Janse van Vuuren, A Luse, D Smit, Mr E Rust  

(Senior Housemaster)
Absent: S Dyasi

Proud members of the Bannatyne family 
during one of their meetings

1.  Our junior boys proudly posing as winners of the Inter-House touch rugby competition.
2. Our Form I brothers proudly reciting the Rissik House Creed after receiving their house ties from their mentors
3.  Very few things in life can beat roasting marshmallows with your dorm buddies by fire light
4.  Rissik boys waiting in anticipation as Mr Engelbrecht reads out every dorm’s top performers during the Academic Assembly
5.  During the Covid pandemic, our boys enjoyed having outdoor house assemblies in the Rissik House Gardens
6. The Form I dorm of 2021 having loads of fun planting their tree before the official Tie Ceremony

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.
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School House
Senior Housemaster: M C Oldnall
Tutors: Form I: Mr G Hudson
 Form II: Mr R Matsolo
 Form III: Mr J Kelly and Mr L Allan
 Form IV:Mr F Schuld
 Form V:Mr C Stephens
Head of House: Kian Kurz
Deputy: Leroi De Wet 
Prefects: Matthew Meise 
 Mfana Shabangu 
 Oliver Binks 
 Walt Treurnicht 
 Shane Webber 

This year has been a rollercoaster ride but School 
House, against all odds, knew that 2021 would be 
no different from 2020, except for one thing: our 
mindset. 

I knew from the outset that it was not going to 
be easy to achieve the goals that I and my Deputy, 
Leroi de Wet, had set for the house. The prefects and 
I had many meetings with Mr Oldnall to discuss 
how we would go about conquering 2021. Despite 
the unrealistic expectations of the year ahead, 
every single boy within the house bought into the 
blueprints that we put forward. I believe this can 
be attributed to Mr Oldnall who set a fine example 
for the house and remained positive throughout the 
year which, in turn, brought out the very best in 
every boy within the house. 

The School House matric dorm, after five of the 
best years at Pretoria Boys High School, had grown 
into a “close dorm”. It brought me much delight to 
see that boys with whom I had spent most of my 
time, had become cornerstones at Boys High. 2021 
saw 6 prefects and several 1st Team sportsmen 
represent the school at the highest level, which goes 
to show what my dorm was all about. It was this 
attitude that saw us pick up many memorable inter-
house victories in the following sport categories:
Rugby  1st for seniors
Hockey  1st for seniors
Cricket  1st for juniors

But this is not a true reflection of how the year 
went as we were not placed below 5th in any inter-
house competition – except for the Inter-House 
Gala which always seems to get the better of School 
House! These sporting performances came down to 
the smallest of margins as we tied with Solomon for 
the overall Sport Trophy.

One memory I will always cherish is that of the 
Inter-House Plays. I was tasked to act as Batman 
within the play “Support group of hell” where no 
one was sane. Although looking like Batman, I was 
certainly not mad! Despite coming third, it showed 

the school as a whole that School House could 
perform both on and off the sports field – even when 
it took School House way beyond its comfort zone.

We were 8th overall in academic performance 
when I was in Form I; I knew School House was no 
academic house. Ms Welthagen joined School House 
in 2019 and immediately had a massive impact on 
the boys. She started remedial programmes for boys 
who were struggling and held workshops to help 
boys find their study techniques and reach their 
academic potential. It was through this commitment 
and love for teaching that School House won the 
overall Academic House Award which was a shock 
to many. Ms Welthagen, we thank you for what you 
have done for School House. 

School House lost a very important family 
member this year in Mr Jaydon Kelly, who inspired 
so many. Sir, we thank you for what you did for this 
great house as you turned so many boys in to men 
single-handedly. “Empty the tank!” was a famous 
line by Mr Kelly and I can truly say that School 
House did just that as we won the overall Inter-
House Competition for the first time in 5 years. Mr 
Kelly, this one was for you and for your place in 
our hearts. “To the world you may have just been 
another person but to us you were the world.”

I wish the Bulldogs of 2022 only the best!

Kian Kurz
Head Prefect

1.  Senior Inter-House hockey taking the “W”
2. Action shot before the Inter-House Play Festival

1.

2.
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Form V Group

Seated L–R: Mr C Oldnall (Senior Housemaster), M Meise, O Binks, L de Wet (Deputy Head of House), K Kurz van der Linde (Head of House), 
W Treurnicht, S Webber, Mr C Stephens (Tutor)

First Row L–R: O Mda, J le Grange, E Dlulemnyango, W van der Walt, S Hatton-Jones, T Dao, N Zwane
Second Row L–R: A Matlou, T Green, G Craigen, T Sehume

Absent: M Shabangu, J Bakker

1. Senior Inter-House rugby taking the “W”.
2. House prefects standing guard

3.  Shane Webber leading his Form Is
4.  Oliver Binks breaking the line

1. 2.

3. 4.
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Solomon House
Senior Housemaster:  Mr R O’Donoghue
Tutors:  Form I: Mr S Paro 
 Form II: Mr H Pretorius 
 Form III: Mr S Petros
 Form IV: Mr D Goosen
 Form V: Mr J Orr
Head of House: Regan Pruss 
Deputy: Hlogi Phetla 
Prefects: Hilton Bailey 
 Joshua Fouche 
 Ofentse Modisane 
 Callen Stephen 

This was a great year for Solomon House. From the 
start, the matrics had lots of energy and a vision of 
where the house wanted to be at the end of the year. 
That vision was achieved and more. The mindset 
of all of the boys in the house could not have been 
more positive and the efforts shown by the boys 
in each inter-house event was outstanding. Since 
2017, Solomon House was on an uphill path of 
improvement and I am glad that the house in 2021 
was still on that path and has climbed even more.

Despite the Covid situation around the country 
this year, we were still able to participate in a 
number of inter-house events. Solomon boys took 
centre stage in the House Plays and put together a 
fantastic performance that took us to first place. All 
the boys that were involved in the production put in 
long hours every day leading up to the performance 
and it paid off. 

Solomon’s inter-house cricket team gave another 
outstanding performance. We were victorious in 
every game we played and did not lose a single 
wicket during the entire tournament. Our bowlers 
performed well and our two opening batsmen 
could not be faulted. Unfortunately, as we got to the 
finals, Mother Nature interfered and the match was 
abandoned. 

A great result was achieved in senior inter-house 
soccer. The boys played with guts and dominated 
everyone in our path. The team made it to the finals 
and was leading 1-0 when bad weather stopped 
play. Fortunately, Solomon House was awarded first 
place due to a superior goal difference throughout 
the tournament.

These are just a few examples of the Sollies boys’ 
determination and drive to do well for the house and 
one another. The boys put in hard work at practices 
and during each event and I am proud to call all of 
them “Solomon Knights”.

At the start of the year, the Form Is went through 
the updated traditional orientation weeks. These 
weeks are not meant to be easy and are to get the 

boys used to hostel life and Boys High as quickly 
as possible. The Form Is started these weeks very 
separate and not knowing one another. They left 
these weeks as a band of brothers. The Form Is of 
2021 are a strong group and have the potential to 
take Solomon House to new heights in the coming 
years. This group of boys has come a very long way 
from the start of the year. I am also proud to be able 
to call them “Solomon Knights”.

The year still had its ups and downs on the Covid 
front. Just as we thought it was getting better and we 
might just have a normal year, it went south and we 
were back to lockdown for a few weeks. The boys, 
at stages, were upset about this but quickly realised 
that complaining and fighting the ‘new normal’ 
would get them nowhere. By 2021, everyone was 
accustomed to the Covid procedures that had to 
be followed. A massive “Well done!” goes to all the 
Sollies boys that, despite all the difficulties, made 
this year a very successful one.

The prefects and I had various goals and 
standards that we wanted to set in our term 
of office. I would like to thank them for their 
commitment to the house and their jobs. The 
house would not have run as smoothly as it did 
without all their efforts. My deputy, Hlogi Phetla, 
your advice and the time you took to lead me to 
the right decisions made my job easier. I could not 
have asked for a better deputy.

To Mr O’Donoghue and the masters of the house: 
the role you play within the house and the way 
in which you do your jobs really affects the boys 
positively and we thank you. The positivity you all 
bring to the house goes a long way. The amount of 
love you show for the house is witnessed through 
your actions and your care of the boys. A big “Thank 
you!” also goes to the cleaning and ground staff. The 
house has never looked better and feels homely and 
the living conditions are exceptional.

Lastly, a massive “Thank you!” to the boys of 
the house. Every one of you committed 110% to the 
house and made sure the house was up to standard 
and more. I have full confidence that the matrics and 
leaders of 2022 will look after the house and take it to 
a new level. To the Form Is, you’ve made it through 
one year and you still have four more left – enjoy 
and love them. This is your home, look after it. My 
dorm and I are glad to have spent five years in this 
special place and to be able to call this our house and 
our home. We are the “Sollie Knights” and always 
will be.

Regan Pruss
Head Prefect
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Form V Group

Seated L–R: J Engelbrecht, C Stephen, L Phetla (Deputy Head of House), R Pruss (Head of House), J Fouché, R Modisane, E Alcaraz Lange
First Row L–R: S Mfene, J Lipschitz, S Msimanga, A Nkosi, P Mailula, N Naledzani

Second Row L–R: Mr R O’Donoghue (Senior Housemaster), C Mc Dermott, P Prinsloo, Mr J Orr (Tutor)
Absent: H Bailey

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

1.  Jack Funston going for gold at the Inter-House swimming gala.
2. ‘All smiles’. James Banyard looking very comfortable during the Inter-House Cross-Country race.
3.  ‘Sollies Knights’. The Solomon House Form 1 group after being awarded their house shirts.
4. ‘Thumbs up’. Hilton Bailey and Callen Stephen on their way to winning the senior Inter-House cricket trophy.
5.  ‘And that’s a wrap’. The winning cast of the Inter-House Play Festival. 
6. ‘Ready for action’. The Solomon House Form 4 group at the start line on the Inter-House Cross-Country race.



H
O

U
SE

 R
EP

O
R

TS

The Pretorian48

Sunnyside House
Housemaster: Mr M Moodley
Tutors: Form I: Mrs I Tucker
 Form II: Mrs H Coetzee
 Form III: Ms N Kock
 Form IV: Mrs D Roode
 Form V: Mrs A van Straten
Head of House: Hlulani Ringane
Deputy: Paledi Lamani
Prefects: Delano Goncalves Vieira
 Ndlazo Manganye
 Keegan McKenna 
 Marcus Moen
 Bukho Rapiya
 Lambros Sissou

“A Journey of a Thousand Miles Begins with a Single 
Step” – Lao Tzu

As the old saying goes: “If you cannot do great 
things, do small things in a great way!” and that is 
what Sunnyside boys accomplished this year. They 
were not given the opportunity to do the great 
things, but they gained success by doing the small 
things perfectly.

In a year marked by fewer intense house 
competitions due to lockdown forcing all sporting 
competition to cease for several months, Sunnyside 
boys succeeded in obtaining incredible results in 
all aspects of school life. This winning spirit is a 
reflection of the Sunnyside culture. Our senior 
cricket team started the year off by triumphantly 
finishing in joint 1st position with Solomon House. 
Their success gave the junior table tennis team the 
added confidence to win the junior inter-house table 
tennis competition. 

With many other sports being a non-event, 
we did however, with the resumption of sport, 
manage to end the year with the junior soccer team 
finishing second, our senior hockey team finishing 

third and our junior rugby team finishing second 
in the few inter-house competitions in which we 
could participate. These top accomplishments 
saw Sunnyside snatching second in the sporting 
competition – much to the envy of the other houses. 

No house can perform well without willing, 
passionate members who are prepared to give up 
their valuable time to assist in driving the house 
forward. I wish to thank Hlulani Ringane in his role 
as Head of Sunnyside House, in what has been for my 
part, an extremely rewarding working relationship. 
The Sunnyside matric group of 2021, despite difficult 
times and the experiences of sadness and grief that 
we all encountered, completed their part of the 
journey with great achievements and beautiful 
memories. They attained this impressive milestone 
in their lives with great honour and integrity.

To the Sunnyside staff, my personal thanks for 
your efforts, energy and professionalism. Last, but 
not least, the Sunnyside parents have also been 
dedicated participants who always supported 
the staff in all aspects of school life. This can be 
seen by the kindness, generosity and effort, once 
again, demonstrated by the large number of boys 
donating Christmas shoe boxes and dignity bags for 
rape victims. We truly appreciate your thoughtful 
contributions.

This year we bade farewell to Ms Wroth, whose 
special spirit has touched the lives of so many young 
men, parents and colleagues in Sunnyside House 
and Boys High over 31 years of service.

Our leaders of 2022, under the able leadership of 
Keagan Trollip, are passionate and very excited for 
the year ahead. They are eager to share their passion 
with the rest of the house. 

Mervin Moodley
Senior Housemaster 

Senior hockey team doing us proud on the Hill Astro Form IIIs bonding at the father-son tutor outing at the  
Gnu Valley Farm
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Form V Group

Seated L–R: A van Straten (Tutor), D Goncalves Vieira, N Manganye, P Lamani (Deputy Head of House), H Ringane (Head of House),  
L Sissou, M Moen, K McKenna, M Moodley (Head Master)

First Row L–R: R van der Merwe, H Zang, M Moosa, H Rajnund, K Mafani, A Repko, T Shuping, A Magwevana
Second Row L–R: P Sissou, K Mketeni, J King, V Reynecke, C Russel, D Price, S Hong, T Muzondida
Third Row L–R: A Kritharis, T Madi, N Noxeke, J Penny, J Plant, K Backabana, L Dugmore, A Jafry

1.  Form IVs enjoying a weekend camp on Dorey Field
2. Sunnyside boys supporting each other at Inter-House Cross Country – proving “There is no ‛i/I’ in “team”!”
3.  Sunnyside Form IIs putting their words into action by assembling “Dignity Bags” supporting rape victims
4. Sunnyside staff bidding farewell to Ms Wroth at her House retirement function
5.  Saying farewell to Fawzan Moosa, Bukho Rapiya and Hlulani Ringane after Final Assembly. I am going to miss this group 

1. 2.

3. 4. 5.
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Town House
Senior Housemaster: Mr J Tucker
Tutors: Form I: Ms J Prinsloo 
 Form II: Mr P Ogunbade 
 Form III: Mr C. Davies 
 Form IV:Ms R Meaker 
 Form V: Ms E van Zyl and 
 Mrs R-L Fielding 
Head of House: Claudio Balanco 
Deputy: Liam Gillesen
Prefects: Morgan Booysen
 Andries Fourie
 Lonwabo Mankanku 
 Luca Radmanovic
 Benjamin Shaw
 Reece Wenhold

After the disappointment of 2020, everyone looked 
forward to all the new opportunities that 2021 would 
bring. However, it seemed as if 2021 was going to be much 
of the same: no extramural activities, online work and 
Google Classroom. This was due to Covid concerns and 
the fact that the school remained closed for the first few 
weeks of the new year.

Eventually, school started on 15 February, a full three 
weeks later than expected. That meant that none of the 
planned activities could take place. The biggest impact 
was on the new Form Is who had to come and collect their 
textbooks and then go home again, instead of undergoing 
their orientation programme as planned. We did not let 
that stop us in Town House! Ms van Zyl welcomed them 
via a Zoom meeting and started interacting with them on 
a WhatsApp group, which made a huge difference and 
helped settle their nerves.

After the initial disruption at the start of the year, we 
welcomed the Form Is to Town House by inviting them 
individually to join the rest of the house at House Assembly. 
This is a very special tradition and assembly, which 
symbolises the Form Is joining the Town House family.

Although the Covid restrictions were later relaxed, they 
still did not allow for the traditional Inter-House Gala. 
However, as reigning swimming champions, Town House 
did get the opportunity to defend the title. Even with no 
spectators present, the Town House swimming team was too 
strong for the rest and took an easy victory in the first inter-
house event of the year.

Town House had two further victories and an unfortunate 
second place (because of a technicality) during 2021: During 
Term 1, inter-house cricket was scheduled. Unlike the 
previous year, Town House’s senior team was not successful 
this time around. However, the junior team, which was 
mostly made up of Form II boys, played such tremendous 
cricket that they ended at the top of their pool and were 
scheduled to play in the final. Unfortunately the weather did 
not play along and after the final had been postponed twice, 
it was decided that the title should be shared between Town 
House and the other team.

The next victory came after the winter season, in the 
junior inter-house hockey. On the first day of Term 4, 

Town House did it again – blasting all opposition away to 
claim the title! These three victories helped Town House to 
finish fifth overall for the Inter-House Sports Trophy.

As with inter-house sport events, the inter-house 
cultural events also restarted early on in the year. Under the 
leadership of Ms Prinsloo and Liam Gillesen, Town House 
set their sights on winning the Inter-House Play Festival. 
Liam wrote a played called "Murder at the Stripe", which 
was about a murder with an unlikely suspect. The dates of 
the play were moved several times, but that did not put the 
boys off and they continued to work hard in preparation of 
the big evening. Although Town House did not do as well 
as expected, every single person: director, actors, extras and 
back-stage helpers must be thanked for their dedication 
and hard work.

Overall, Town House did very well in the Inter-House 
Competition, ending in third place out of ten. This is 
because Town House came second in the academic section 
of the competition. Every single member of the house must 
be thanked for his efforts during the year with regard to 
the Inter-House Competition. 

The year ended well for Town House. On the second last 
Friday of the year, the inter-house cross country took place. 
As always, this is one of the best inter-house events on the 
calendar and we are grateful that we were able to have the 
event this year, even though it was at the end of the year 
and not at the beginning, as is traditionally the case.

The new student leadership of Town House did well 
and set a great example. Liam Elkington, Head of House 
(2022) and Owethu Mahan, Deputy, finished first and 
second respectively in the U17 race. They led the house to 
an overall sixth position for the senior competition and the 
juniors took fourth place, which was in fact the “winner” 
of the Day Boy section. With such results as these in cross 
country, I believe that Town House is going to do very 
well in 2022. 

Unfortunately, we had to say goodbye to some of the 
Town House staff members at the end of 2021.

We would like to thank Mrs Fielding for standing in as 
the Form I tutor for Term 4. She made a huge impact in a 
short period of time. We wish her well at her new school. 
Ms van Zyl, the Form I tutor, left us at the beginning of 
the Term 4 to take up a position at Parkview Primary in 
Johannesburg. Ms van Zyl was a passionate and committed 
staff member of PBHS and Town House. We wish her all the 
best in the new direction her career has taken.

After 18 years of loyal service to Pretoria Boys High 
School, Mrs Georgiades retired at the end of 2021. It was with 
heavy hearts that we said goodbye to her at Town House’s 
annual musical assembly. Although she was not a tutor, she 
had a huge impact on the house as the language checker. Her 
friendly smile and positive attitude will surely be missed.

Under the leadership of Claudio and the rest of the 
house prefects, 2021 was a great year for Town House and 
we are looking forward to an even better 2022!

Jocelyn Tucker
Senior Housemaster
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Form V Group

Seated L–R: Mr J Tucker (Housemaster), L Mankanku, M Booysen, L Gillesen (Deputy Head of House), A Fourie, L Radmanovic, R Wenhold, 
Ms J Prinsloo (Tutor) 

First Row L–R: W Mvakali, C Pretorius, A Landsman, J Wills, J Botha, T Brown 
Second Row L–R: K Nsanzya, J Do Val, K Msiza, B Rivers, A Montalto, B Makhubela, A Petoussis 

Third Row L–R: K Kamp, A Montalto, M Serfontein, D Yazbek, L Jara, J Sidimela 
Absent: C Balanco (Head of House), J Chittenden, V Kayne, L Lapage, M Mphahlele, P Naraindath, N Ntlati, J Pretorius, S Siyaya, B Shaw 

1.  Jayden Greenshields collected 
close to twenty “support bags” 
during the annual charity 
drive 

2.  Reatilwe Modise and Omphile 
Kadiege at the end of the Cross 
Country race

3.  Town House starts the Cross 
Country race with passion and 
enthusiasm. 

4.  The winner of the Junior Inter-
House Hockey competition

5.  House Prefects – 2022: (From 
L–R) Front Row: Liam 
Gillesen (Deputy Head of 
House), Lonwabo Mankanku, 
Cluadio Balanco (Head of 
House), Benjamin Shaw Back 
Row: Luca Radmanovic, 
Andries Fourie, Morgan 
Booysen, Reece Wenold

6.  The Form Is at the start of 
the year

1. 2. 3.

4. 5.

6.
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1.  The Form I group of 2021 performs the traditional new boys song 
“Five Hundred Faces”. The placement of boys during the singing 
of this piece was to achieve social distancing” during the Covid 
pandemic

2.  The Headmaster, flanked by Form I tutors, addresses new boys and 
their parents

3.  The school’s Dixie Band performs “Swing Low” as part of the 
ceremony’s musical entertainment

4.  Mrs Yvonne Reyburn and Arno de Bruin performing “Modéré”
5.  Form I boys and their parents at the exhibitions by clubs and 

societies in the areas adjacent to the school hall
6.  The Science Club entices Form I new boys to join as part of the 

exhibitions prior to the Commencement Ceremony

2021 
Commencement Ceremony

1.

2. 3. 4.

5.

6.



The Pretorian 53

Matric Function 2021 – with hindsight, it played 
out like a movie. A scary movie. A comedy. 
A thriller. An award-winning drama. A 

box office hit. Looking at the figures and people and 
circumstances surrounding the matric dance, one could 
easily be reminded of the start of a Hollywood movie, or 
the introduction of a UFC fighter or…

Two nights… 40 Form IV waiters… 250 matric 
couples…36 tables… In the left corner, fighting fit 
and always ready to go: Mesdames Pieterse, Krugel, 
De Meillon, Segaar, van Straaten and Holliday, a 
feisty group of ladies armed to the teeth with grit, 
determination, creativity and a can-do attitude. In 
the other corner, a tropical thunder-storm, a bad 
case of the Covid-lockdown heebyjeebies and two 
nights of Boys High Matric Function jitters. Who 
would survive? Who would come out swinging? 
Who would be crowned the ultimate winner?

And then the Boys High Magic kicked in! Months 
of planning and hours of hard work culminated in 
the event of the year: the Boys High 2021 Matric 
Function. There was glamour. There was style. 
There were fancy cars, fancy suits, fancy dresses, 
even fancy food. And an extra scoop of the show-
stopping stuff that makes a Boys High Matric 
Function extra special.

The theme was “2021 in Technicolour”. Brightly 
coloured decorations inside the hall sang out in a 
chorus, with the sounds of DJ Trevor adding to the 
festivities. Two magical nights of celebration for the 
2021 matrics sent a silently screaming message across 
the universe: this is Boys High! This is where we grow. 
This is where we turn uncertain times into hope for the 
future. This is where we turn adversity into wisdom. 
And, as always, this is where we learn to live.

Veronica Pieterse
Master in Charge
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Matric Farewell Dinner

The amazing décor 
transformed the hall into a 

technicolour world
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Matric Farewell Dinner

1. Shane Webber and his partner
2.  What an awesome group: Matthew Kingsley and his partner, Ethan 

dos Pasos, Yashvir Patel with their partners and Prince Nyani
3.  Matrics and their partners enjoying the evening on the dance floor

4.  Wade Hobson and his partner
5.  Jethro Stoltz and his partner
6.  Gentlemen looking smart and having fun: Ipeleng Mampe, 

Anaerobi Onkonkwo and Ndipiwe Ntlati 

1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.
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1.  The group who made it all happen: the waiters
2.  The hall transformed and decorated in bright colours
3.  Qhayiya Magingxa and his partner looking smart
4.  Head Prefect Kyle Marshall and Deputy Head Prefect Tino Chirozvi 

with their partners 

5.  Kyle Marshall addressing the matrics and their partners as Mr 
Hassenkamp waits

6.  Mr Hassenkamp sharing a word or two with the boys and their 
partners

1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.
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Founders Day Assembly
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Founders Day – Hope 

Today we celebrate the birthday of Pretoria 
Boys High School which is, today, 4 June, 
officially 120 years old.

With 120 years comes a history, a tradition, a 
culture and an ethos that cannot be bought or 
created overnight. Our history of 120 years is in 
many ways what separates us from so many other 
schools. There are many schools out there who wish 
they had what we have and in many ways will try to 
emulate us. The truth is, however, that without that 
history, it can never be achieved. It is this history 
of our culture, traditions and ethos that needs to 
be cherished and guarded. It is the foundation on 
which we are built and it is the foundation from 
which we will move forward. 

Today is commonly known as Founders Day. 
Founders Day is about celebrating who we are, 
where we come from, what we stand for and it 
should also be about having faith in the future. It is 
an occasion to celebrate our school. 

It has often been said that one cannot know where 
one is going if one does not know from whence one 
came. As we celebrate this day I will share with you 
this morning a small glimpse of the history of our 
remarkable school, as put together by Mr Illsley 
for this occasion. In reflecting on the history of our 
great school, I hope that it will give you a better 
understanding of where we come from and, very 
importantly, an idea of where we need to go. 

On this day, exactly 120 years ago, on 4 June 1901, 
the first headmaster, who was also at the time the 
only teacher at the school, taught his first class. We 
know this because on 3 of June 1901 he wrote a 
letter to his wife who was still in the Eastern Cape, 
indicating that he would start school the next day. 
That man was Mr. Charles Hope. Mr Hope was a 
former schoolmaster of Bishops and St Andrew’s 
College in the Cape and he had been given the task 
of re-establishing a high school in central Pretoria at 
a time when no schools were open. 
He faced a daunting task:
• he was starting a school in the middle of war, as 

the Anglo-Boer War was still being fought.
• he had the use of only one half of a building, as 

the Staats Model School building in which the 
school was established, was still being used by 
the British army. 

• he had virtually no budget.
• and he had, at first, no teachers, no desks and no 

books.
And yet he persevered until he had all the basics of a 
school in place and, on 4 June 1901, he taught the first 
class – a mixed group of boys and girls of differing 
ages, who numbered all of fourteen in total. In the 

months that followed, the numbers of pupils grew 
and so did the staff. The first two teachers were a Miss 
Nevers and a Mr Payne and the first support staff 
were a porter, a building janitor and a drill instructor. 

When the centenary history of the school was 
written, the first chapter in the book was entitled: 
“In the beginning there was Hope”. That use of the 
word “hope”, was of course, a pun. The one reference 
is obviously to Mr Hope, but the other significance 
lies in the fact that he was starting a school in the 
hope that it held great promise for the future. He 
was making a modest start at setting up a school 
in the hope that it would grow into something far 
bigger and better equipped for its task. 

Charles Hope could never know exactly what the 
school he established would look like more than a 
century later. Shortly after he left in 1902 to move 
to Johannesburg to start another school that became 
Jeppe Boys High School, the school in Pretoria split 
into boys’ and girls’ schools, with the latter, in time, 
becoming our sister school, Pretoria High School for 
Girls and so, a little like Adam and Eve, we have a 
shared origin. 

With hindsight, we know that the seed planted 
by Charles Hope in 1901 has grown into a school 
far more impressive than anything he could have 
imagined. Little did he know at the time that the 
school he started would become the landmark 
“school on the hill”. 

The Boys High of 2021 is the largest all-boys 
school in the country with over 1500 boys, over 100 
teachers and beautiful grounds covering 85 acres. It 
has some of the best sports fields in the country, a 
world class hall, a magnificent library, a dedicated 
music centre, three boarding houses and so on. 
Mr Hope started with a couple of classrooms, two 
teachers and no sports fields at all. 

More importantly, when judging how far the 
school has come, and something that you cannot see 
by simply looking at facilities, is that this school can 
look back on a fine tradition of striving to produce 
young gentlemen who are likely to make positive 
contributions to the country and the world beyond. 
Thousands of products of Boys High have shown 
this to be true. 

The story of Mr Hope starting the school is really 
the story of having faith in the future. In a way, that 
is what education is always about. In the case of 
teachers, we are given five years in which to help 
you grow as a person: intellectually, emotionally, 
physically, spiritually and sometimes musically and 
artistically. We get to see some of that growth while 
you are here, but most of your potential will only 
be fulfilled after you leave and for the most part, 
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we don’t see the outcome of our efforts. Teachers 
always work in the hope that they are making a 
contribution, mainly to your future. 

By the same token, you as the boys of the school, 
trust that this will be a stepping stone to the rest 
of your life. You can never know exactly what the 
future will hold, but you have a large measure 
of control over how you use the stepping stone 
during the years you spend here. Probably the most 
repeated message you hear in this school is not to 
take the opportunities for granted and to use them 
to the full. 

Of course in celebrating Founders Day, we are 
not just acknowledging the original founding father 
of the school, but also the many others who were 
important in their own right, who have been the 
founders of one or other aspect of the school to 
develop it into the school as we know it today.
To name but three:
• Mr William Hofmeyr, who became the first 

headmaster of the “school on the hill” after the 
Pretoria College moved onto these grounds and 
into these buildings in 1909 and became Pretoria 
Boys High School the following year. It was a 
fresh start for the school and Mr Hofmeyr did 
much to shape the school that came into being 
the same year as the country of South Africa. 

• Mr Malcom Armstrong, who as headmaster, did 
much to ensure the balance of academic, cultural 
and sporting pursuits that defines our holistic 
education, as well as taking a firm stance against 
the apartheid government at the time. 

• Mr Bill Schroder, the headmaster who established 
Pollock Campus and grew the school by adding 
four additional day houses and expanded 
boarding houses, in addition to several other 
major facilities, including the central dining room. 

Boys, we need to think of today as a thanksgiving 
day. A day on which we not only acknowledge the 
contribution of those who established and built the 
school over the course of the past 120 years, but also 
a day on which we give thanks for the opportunity 
we all have to be a part of this great school, to 
contribute to it, to benefit from it and for the hope it 
creates for all our futures. 

GJ Hassenkamp
Headmaster 
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1.  The school flag flutters over a chilly outside assembly
2.  The special outside assembly which allowed the full school to gather 

for the celebration of the school’s 120th anniversary.
3.  Charles Hope was the founding headmaster of the Pretoria High 

School in 1901. PBHS traces its origins to this school. CD Hope was 
brought up to the then Transvaal from the Cape Colony for this task.

4.  The letter which Charles Hope wrote to his wife in June 1901 
indicating that he would be teaching his first classes the following 

day in the new school he had managed to establish in central 
Pretoria in the midst of a war.

5.  The building which housed the original school had been built for the 
Transvaal Republic as the Staats Model School. It served as a Boer 
P.O.W. camp for British officers in the first part of the Anglo-Boer War.

1. 2.

3.
4.

5.
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Today is an occasion to celebrate and for this 
reason we have, for the first time since the 
onset of Covid in March last year, chosen 

to have a full school assembly in the Desmond 
Abernethy Hall. 

This time last year at this same function we had 
only two groups in the hall. The leaving matric 
group and you the matrics as the Form IV’s. Covid 
had played havoc with the year and we were all 
trying to make sense of a year none of us could 
ever have predicted. This year we had a very good 
understanding of the consequences. This for me is 
what made 2021 tough.

There are two moments for me that highlight 
the worst of what 2021 had to throw at us. The first 
came on Friday the 9th of April. After over a year 
of waiting to play winter sport we had a full winter 
sports fixture of rugby and hockey matches against 
Jeppe scheduled and confirmed for the Saturday. 
The buildup over the previous two weeks had been 
exciting and the anticipation in the school was 
tangible. 

Early that week two boys became sick and in turn 
the school became aware of a number of positive 
cases. A few of these boys were boarders which 
always makes it harder to manage. The school 
tracked the close contacts and it very quickly became 
evident that a large number of boys were affected. 
After a very tough meeting in my study and in 
consultation with Jeppe it was decided to cancel the 
fixture. To announce to the school at 12 o’clock on 
the Friday afternoon that the fixture was off was not 
an easy task. It was tough for me, it was tough for 
the school and it was the toughest of all for you, the 
matrics of 2021.

The second incident was the discussion I had 
to have with seven matrics who were earlier this 
month due to go on tour to Cape Town as part of the 
SACS Water-Polo Tournament. The risks involved 
should one of our boy’s test positive would be far 
reaching and a decision was made to withdraw from 
the tournament. It is one thing to announce over an 
intercom that we will not be going ahead with our 
sport. To have to look seven matrics in the eye and 
tell them the one dream they had been hanging onto 
after a forgettable two years was also been taken 
away is one of the toughest discussions I have ever 
had to have. In both instances you were shattered 
and I was emotionally drained. 

A saying I heard at a Solomon House Matric 
Farewell Dinner many years ago has stuck with me 
and I have subsequently used it many times over the 
years since. I have used it in my own life and I have 
used it on many occasions when dealing with boys. 
In 2006 the Head Boy of Solomon House, Tannah 

Matus, shared the quote “Don’t complain about the 
weather. Rather learn to dance in the rain”. To the 
matric class of 2021 thank you for dancing in the 
rain. 2021 was not the year we wanted. As I have 
explained it was in my eyes even tougher than last 
year. Especially for you. 

But at no stage did I ever hear you complain. 
At no stage did I ever hear your teachers or your 
Housemasters speaking about how negative you 
were. When we had the opportunity to get going 
that is exactly what you did. You strapped up 
and you stood up. When you got cut down you 
never complained. You simple took it in your 
stride. You dropped your heads because you were 
disappointed but more importantly you picked 
them up. And when you had the chance to get 
going again that is exactly what you did. As tough 
as the year was I can’t help but feel that you have 
been brave. 

I have shared with you my two instances where 
I found the year particularly tough. But there were 
also three instances where my energy was restored. 

After speaking to the Matric boys who were 
meant to go to SACS later that afternoon, I went 
to see Dillan Condes, the first team Water-Polo 
captain. I found him in Rissik House. He was in 
his cubicle in the Form I dorm. He was sitting at 
his desk studying. In my mind that was amazing. 
This boy had just had his heart ripped out yet 
he went back to the boarding house to study. I 
met with Dillan in his cube. We spoke for a few 
minutes. It was not an easy discussion. Yet, with 
a brave smile Dillan told me not to worry. He said 
“it is what it is” and that he would continue to 
focus on the positive things he could control. This 
boy was mature. He was level headed. He was 
brave. He was a Boys High Boy. 

The second instance where you, the Class of 
2021, gave me hope was at your Matric Farewell 
Function. Despite the year that you had the mood 
on both evenings was fantastic. It would have been 
easy to be subdued after the disappointing year 
you had. Yet, the positive energy that was evident 
on those nights, especially the second night, where 
you simply enjoyed one another’s company and 
celebrated the friendships you have built over the 
past five years and the good times you have had was 
so encouraging to see. 

But perhaps the biggest compliment I can give to 
you is the legacy you will leave. We often talk about 
legacy and we all want to be legends. Let me tell you 
what your legacy is and why I think you are legends. 
As matrics you were expected to lead this year and 
you were expected to perform. It is largely through 
your leadership and your role modelling that this 

Matric Final Assembly
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school’s future will be determined. That is after all 
what a legacy is. It is what you leave behind. 

I have spoken about you as a matric group and 
the excellent leaders you have been. You would, 
however, not have been able to do the job you have 
without the work of the prefects and in particular 
the Head and Deputy Head Boy. This enthusiastic 
group of boys got the year off to a great start only to 
have many of their plans curtailed. Despite the year 
we have had the prefects have done an outstanding 
job and I acknowledge them this morning for this. 
In particular, I would like to pay tribute to Kyle 
and Tino. Two well balanced young men who have 
served the school well. In the year that we had it 
would have been easy to become despondent yet 
you at all times continued to go about your work 
with the enthusiasm and vigour expected of the 
school’s top leaders. 

In closing, as we reflect on the year that was there 
is a simple lesson in life that all of us are reminded 
of. The reality is that we are all going to experience 
hard times. That is a given. The difference very 
often between succeeding in life, is not so much 
what happens to us as opposed to how we chose to 
deal with what happens to us. The question of are 
we going to “complain about the weather” or are we 
“going to dance in the rain”. 

To the matric Class of 2021 thank you for dancing 
in the rain. Thank you for being resilient. The 
attitude you have shown will stand each of you 
in good stead as you take on the years ahead. The 
attitude you have shown will stand this school in 
good stead over the years ahead. The example you 
have been will ensure that your legacy will live on. 

In the words of Mr Kelly I believe you have 
“emptied the tank”. There is nothing else I or the 
rest of the school could have asked for and for this 
we thank and congratulate you. 

Good luck, God 
Bless and Thank You. 
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1.  The Headmaster presents a framed painting of the façade of the 
school to the outgoing head prefect, Kyle Marshall

2.  Arno de Bruin on saxophone and Loren Ehlers on piano accordion 
perform “Brehma” during the matric final assembly

3.  The incoming head prefect and deputy head prefect, Joshua le Roux 

and James Banyard award prefect badges to their prefect group
4.  Mr Hassenkamp presents one of the winning house trophies for the 

top achieving houses in academic performance, cultural activities, 
sport and for overall performance

5.  The leaving group of 2021 sings the school song one last time

MATRIC FINAL 

ASSEMBLY

2021

1.

2.

3. 4.



The Pretorian60

Remembrance Day
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Armistice Day Pretoria Boys High School – 11 November 2021
Address delivered by Captain Karl Jensen (ex SAA)

Armistice Day, Remembrance Day, or Poppy 
Day as it is sometimes known, is observed 
every year on 11 November. But how many 

people these days know what this date signifies? 
Over the years, many South Africans have lost sight 
of the significance of the term “remembrance” in the 
military sense.

In 1918, at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day 
of the eleventh month, the guns fell silent to end 
World War I (1914–1918), the largest global man-
made catastrophe known until that time. The “war 
to end all wars” cost the lives of a total of 8 634 300 
soldiers. Twenty years later, World War II (1939–
1945) saw the loss of 24 517 000 combatants' lives. In 
addition to these statistics, millions of civilians died 
during both conflicts.

After the tragic conflict called The Great War, 
cemeteries sprang up all over the battlefields, 
but many of the dead had literally vanished as 
battlefields were churned up by artillery fire. 
Today, in these cemeteries, the missing are recorded 
and remembered. Wherever soldiers came from, 
memorials were erected – in towns across Britain, 
South Africa, Canada, New Zealand and Australia. 
The men who fought are long gone, and most of 
today's older generation have only fading memories 
of The Great War's heroes; yet, across the globe The 
Great War is still very much a living entity and our 
sense of loss endures and is kept alive worldwide. 
Our service here today is one of many taking place 
across South Africa and around the world.

As a comparatively young country which 
permitted only a small segment of its population 
to bear arms, South Africa nevertheless made 
significant contributions to the Allied causes in 
both World Wars and in the Korean War (1950–3). 
In World War I, 245 419 South Africans of all races 
volunteered for military service; during World War 
II, 342 692 South African men and women of every 
race came forward; and in the Korean War, 826 men 
saw service with No 2 Squadron of the South African 
Air Force, while ten officers of the South African 
Armoured Corps served with the British Army. We 
will remember them!

Ideas of silent remembrance for those who died 
for their country emerged around the world at the 
time of World War I. The horrendous slaughter of 
that war and the grieving it caused, sent shockwaves 
around the world. When the war took a turn for the 
worse in 1918, many areas in South Africa called for 
a halt of activity at midday to “direct the minds of 
the people to the tremendous issues which are being 
fought out on the Western Front”. 

The Mayor of Cape Town, Sir Harry Hands, 
declared this policy official on 14 May 1918 and, 
on 14 December 1918, following the signing of 
the Armistice in November, an impressive public 
display of remembrance was observed in Cape 
Town. At the firing of the midday gun, traffic came 
to a halt, all hats were removed and the public stood 
in silence as the Last Post and Reveille sounded 
through the streets.

Some of the wreaths and crosses laid during the service. A cross was placed for every name on the Roll of Honour
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The implementation of the “Two-Minute Silence”, 
traditionally held throughout the British Empire 
(now the Commonwealth of Nations), has its roots 
in South Africa. There were various people around 
the world who felt that an official period of silent 
remembrance would be appropriate. In Melbourne, 
Australia, a plaque commemorates Edward George 
Honey, who, it is believed, first promoted the idea. 
In a letter published in the London Evening News on 
8 May 1919, Honey called for a five-minute silence 
to mark the first anniversary of the Armistice, but 
no evidence exists to suggest that any official action 
was taken in this regard.

It was the proposal by Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, well-
known South African philanthropist, politician and 
author of “Jock of the Bushveld”, which was acted 
upon. Fitzpatrick had been deeply affected by the 
loss of his son, Nugent, in France in December 1917. 

In commemoration of the Armistice, he appealed to 
King George V for a two-minute pause to be observed 
annually throughout the then Empire, at the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month: one 
minute in remembrance of the fallen in war and 
one minute in gratitude for those who survived. 
Fitzpatrick (via Lord Milner) had access to the King, 
who was moved by the idea and acted to introduce 
the “Two-Minute Silence”. After the end of World 
War II in 1945, the observance of Remembrance Day 
has also embraced silent remembrance of all those 
who have ever died in conflict.

As South Africans unite as one nation, we should 
use 11 November to remember the 12 452 South 
African casualties suffered in World War I, the 38 
208 casualties suffered in World War II, and the 34 
pilots killed in the Korean War. Many South African 
war graves lie far from home, in Namibia, France, 
Belgium, Tanzania, Ethiopia, the Middle East, Italy, 
Korea and elsewhere. Closer to home, we should 
remember the many South Africans who died in 
the conflicts on our borders and in the Liberation 
Struggle of the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. Yet, there are 
no reliable figures for these casualties, but what is 
important is that they all contributed to building our 
country as we know it today.

The observance of 11 November is not about 
celebrating any victory, nor about boasting about 
achievements in conflict. It is about showing respect 
for those who were willing to serve their country and, 
if need be, to make the ultimate sacrifice so that we, 
who are here now, can have the life that we know. 
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1.  The school’s World War 1 war memorial viewed through one of the 
Norfolk Pines. The ceremony on Remembrance Day takes much of 
its tradition from the Armistice at the end of this war

2.  Members of the four arms of service of the SANDF represented at 
the Remembrance Day service

3.  One of the school prefects, Siyanda Mjoli, with one of the wreaths 
which was laid during the ceremony

1.

2.

3.
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John Maxwell Edmonds wrote:

When you go home tell them of us and say
For your Tomorrow, we gave our Today.
Our gift was great, but you must now give a greater gift.
We died. Now you must nobly live
To complete the plan
And make man brother unto man.

I quote the Remembrance Prayer  
(from “For the Fallen” by R.L. Binyon):

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

Poppies were a familiar sight on the battlefields of the Western Front, where they thrived in the devastated 
landscape. Some soldiers even sent pressed poppies home in letters. The poppy has endured as a symbol of 
remembrance since Canadian poet and soldier, John McCrae, wrote his famous poem, “In Flanders Fields”. 
It concludes with a plea:

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Over 100 years later, the poppy is still a world-recognised symbol of remembrance of World War I, and 
millions of people choose to wear a red remembrance poppy each November.

Remembrance Day
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PRETORIA BOYS HIGH SCHOOL 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 
 

 

 
  

11 November 2021 
 
 

1.  The guest speaker on the day was Captain Karl Jensen (SAA, retired) an Old Boy of PBHS
2.  The Headmaster reads the school’s Roll of Honour containing names from the two World Wars and conflicts since 1945
3.  The assembled school awaits the eleven o’clock chimes that signal the start of the ceremony
4.  Captain Glen Warden flies the opening flypast in a Harvard aircraft (Sadly, exactly one month later this pilot, an ex-parent of the school, died 

in an aerobatic competition)
5.  One of the school prefects, Ruben Dixon, laying one of the commemorative crosses during the reading of the Roll of Honour
6.  Members of the Form IV group singing the national anthem at the conclusion of the service
7.  Chairman of the Old Boys Association, Jason Webber, lays a wreath on behalf of the Association on the steps of the main building

1. 3.2.
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Why are they selling poppies, Mummy?
Selling poppies in town today?
The poppies, child, are flowers of love.
For the men who marched away.

But why have they chosen a poppy, Mummy?
Why not a beautiful rose?
Because my child, men fought and died
In the fields where the poppies grow.

But why are the poppies so red, Mummy?
Why are the poppies so red?
Red is the colour of blood, my child.
The blood that our soldiers shed.

The heart of the poppy is black, Mummy.
Why does it have to be black?
Black, my child, is the symbol of grief.
For the men who never came back.

But why, Mummy, why are you crying so?
Your tears are giving you pain.
My tears are my fears for you, my child.
For the world is forgetting again.
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Lest We Forget (from “The inquisitive mind of a child” – by an unknown poet):

4. 5.

6. 7.
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This room forms part of the original main building 
constructed in 1908–09 for the Pretoria College 
which until 1909 was housed in the city centre in the 
Staats Model School building. The original purpose 
for which the room was designed was as the school 
gymnasium. For this purpose it had an equipment 
store room at the northern end and a change room 
with wooden lockers at the southern end. One of the 
reminders of its time as a gymnasium are the four 
bracing point rings in the floor (used for bracing the 
high bar) which have been preserved as part of the 
restoration.

In the planned expansion of the original buildings 
in 1919–20, a proposal to convert the gymnasium 
into the woodwork room was considered but not 
proceeded with and this room continued in its 
role until 1937 when the Public Works Department 
condemned the floor due to wear which was making 
it dangerous for use as a gym. The room appears 
to have been utilised as a second hall, although its 
specific function is not known. 

In the immediate post-World War 2 period, there 
was consideration given to converting the building 
into three new classrooms, although fortunately this 

was not pursued. In 1960, a major conversion of the 
interior of the room was undertaken in order for it 
to serve as the main Music teaching room. This saw 
the removal of the locker room at the southern end 
and the construction of four sound-proof teaching 
rooms at the northern end, two of which would be 
accessed via a concrete staircase. A tiered floor was 
installed over most of the original gym floor. The 
arched windows on the eastern end were increased 
in height. The room was in use as a Music room 
by August 1960 and would continue to serve this 
purpose until 2016 when the Music Department 
moved into a purpose-built facility. For the next few 
years the room saw little use apart from some Art 
and Photographic Exhibitions. 

The previous headmaster, Mr Tony Reeler, 
then initiated a gradual restoration of the room, 
funded in part by donations from Old Boy 
reunion groups and matric leaving groups. The 
lion’s share of the work (apart from the lighting, 
carpeting and the staircase wrought iron details) 
was undertaken by Paul Ewart-Phipps, long 
serving teacher at the school, who in the most 
recent years has been commissioned to work 

The Restoration of the Gym
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A brief history of this room

The only known photograph of boys in the school’s original gym, taken in 1909 as part of a series of publicity photos when the Pretoria College 
(later Pretoria Boys High School) moved into the current buildings
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almost solely on this undertaking as a retirement 
job. The results speak for themselves as this 
beautiful wood-panelled room has emerged from 
thousands of hours of labour over several years. 
Apart from the restoration of the original wooden 
floor and the original set of French doors (right 
down to the hinges) the room and the staircase 
have all been panelled in Oregon pine. Donations 
from Old Boys and other Pretoria families helped 
to make this possible. The buttressed roof, the 
only example in the school, was also completely 
restored by Paul. 

Although only above half of the size, this room in 
its latest incarnation, makes up, to some extent, for 
the loss of the first school hall which was demolished 
in the 1960s. It will serve in years to come as a tribute 
to the labours of the man who toiled to restore it, 
as well as the headmaster who had the vision to 
undertake this refurbishment. It is safe to say that at 
no point in its 112-year history has this room been as 
attractive as it is right now.

J W Ilsley 
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1.  A floor plan of the original 1907 architect’s plans for the school gym
2.  The architectural plans from 1907 even included drawings for some 

of the equipment to be installed, in this case a vaulting horse
3.  Part of the original 1907 architect’s plans for the school gym 

4.  A newspaper cutting from August 1960 shows the music room, 
newly established through a conversion of the gym, in part through 
the installation of a tiered floor. Professor Gerrit Bon is at the piano

5.  Restored to an appearance that makes it one of the most attractive 
rooms in the school.

1.

2. 3.

4. 5.
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The Restoration of the Gym
A

N
 E

PI
C

 U
N

D
ER

TA
KI

N
G

2.

3.

1.

4. 5.

1.  The first task tackled in the old music room was the removal of the tiered flooring (installed in 1960) under which lay the original gym flooring from 1909
2. One of the myriad items found in the old music room was this programme of a joint concert with AHM in 1986
3.  Dr Niel van der Watt with some of the decades of items dropped down behind the old music room cupboards
4. The vaulted ceiling beams were among the first items restored by bringing back their natural appearance
5.  The early stages of the restoration with the tiered flooring and the music room storage cupboards removed
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3.

4. 5.

1.  Mobile scaffolding was needed to do the sandblasting of the beams
2.  After the report and sanding of the floorboards, work could begin on the wood panelling
3. Mr Ewart-Phipps spent countless hours on the restoration. Here he is in the workshop making up one of the wood panels
4.  An appeal for old Oregon Pine was put out and resulted in donations from all over Pretoria and beyond. Heiner Hartig, an Old Boy,  

was one of those who donated timber
5. The panels for the walls of the room were all made in the school’s workshop by Mr Ewart-Phipps
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The Restoration of the Gym
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1.  During the restoration of the floorboards, the four iron rings used to brace the high bar in the original gym were discovered. They were 
preserved in situ under glass

2.  The combination of scaffolding required in order to paint the northern end of the room
3. The wood panelling on the walls approaches completion
4. Paul Ewart-Phipps, the master craftsman, in the place that became virtually a second “home from home” over a number of years
5.  The French doors at the entrance represented a major rebuild in their own right, having been restored from the very battered originals that had 

fortunately been in storage for many years
6.  An indication of the detail in which the restoration was carried out: the original hinges of the French doors after refurbishment
7. Mr Craig McBride found these antique light switches which were tastefully integrated into the room in place of modem switches

2.

3. 4. 5.

6. 7.
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1.  The most back-breaking restoration was the work on the original flooring. Apart from needing to be sanded level, three coats of sealer 

 were applied
2.   One very unattractive addition to the northern end of the room in 1960 – the creating of the four sound-proofed music teaching rooms – was 

the concrete staircase. This was cladded during the restoration and the balustrade modified with wrought iron work based on the design in the 
main building

3.  Mr Ewart-Phipps works his magic on the staircase and turns it into one of the most appealing elements in the room
4.  The completed room – a magnificent achievement that took a very run-down facility and turned it into the most attractive room in the school
5.  The newly-restored historic room before its opening as the “Tony Reeler Room”

1. 2.

3. 4.

5.
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Farewell Assembly for Mr Reeler
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Headmaster’s Message at the Farewell Assembly for Mr Reeler
An edited version of the Headmaster’s address at the farewell assembly for Mr Reeler.

On 31 December 2019, the Covid Virus was first 
detected in Wuhan City, China. One of the measures 
associated with Lockdown Level 5 in South Africa 
was the fact that schools had to close. On 15 March 
2020, PBHS instructed all its boys to remain at home 
and for the next twelve weeks no boys at this school 
or any other pupils in the country would attend 
school. The world, South Africa and education 
would never be the same again. It was only on 8 
June, in line with Lockdown Level 4 restrictions, 
that the school’s matrics would return. Only when 
the country had been moved to Lockdown Level 3, 
would the remaining Forms be allowed to return. 
This would take place only from 26 July 2020 with a 
phased-in approach, and with PBHS implementing 
alternating weeks for Forms Is, IIs, IIIs and IVs for 
the remainder of the year.

The closure of schools throughout the country 
would have, and continues to have, far-reaching effects 
on every aspect of school life. One of these was the fact 
that, with Covid restrictions in place at the time, our 
school was prevented from bidding an appropriate 
farewell to Mr Reeler after his ten years of service. 

As all of you will be aware, Mr Reeler served as 
headmaster of this school from July 2010 to June 

2020, before making the decision to take up the 
headmaster position at Diocesan College in Cape 
Town, better known to many of you as Bishops. At 
the time of Mr Reeler’s departure, with only the 
matrics present, two separate outside assemblies 
were held. It was, however, always the school’s 
intention to invite Mr Reeler back to the school 
to bid him an appropriate farewell and, as I have 
mentioned, it is for this reason that we welcome not 
only Mr Reeler but also Mrs Reeler, to our assembly 
this morning. 

While Mr Reeler may well have been at the helm 
and in the driving seat, it is very well known to both 
Mr Reeler and me, that there is no way he would 
have been able to do this job without the dedicated 
and unselfish support of his wife, Rose. It is for this 
reason, Mrs Reeler, that your presence here this 
morning is just as important to us. 

Mr. Reeler and I had big plans in terms of a 
handover of the headmastership. I was meant to 
come up in April 2020 when there would have been 
a number of meetings and get-togethers, but due 
to all things Covid, it goes without saying that this 
did not happen. The best the two of us could do in 
the end was to meet on a barren stretch of the N1, 

The choir performs "Brothers Let Us Rise” as one of the musical items in the assembly
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somewhere in the middle of the Karoo just outside 
Hanover, as we coincidently passed one another on 
our moves to and from the Cape. It may not have 
been a formal meeting in the headmaster’s study or 
a gathering at the Sommerville Pavilion, but it was 
no less significant and our meeting on that winter’s 
morning on 20 June will always remain a special 
moment for me. Thank you for the thoughtful gift 
which you handed over to me on that occasion. It 
will remain with me forever. Mr Reeler, not only a 
very warm word of welcome to you this morning, 
but also a very special thank you. Thank you for the 
amazing and fully functional school you handed 
over to me. 

There are many aspects I can share with you 
about the significant impact Mr Reeler had on the 
school during his ten years in charge. I could talk 
this morning about the significant infrastructure 
developments that took place. I could talk about 
his thought provoking and insightful assembly 
messages and perhaps most importantly, I could 
talk about the sense of belonging he created in this 
school for every individual. 

To elaborate on all of these would probably 
take some time. What I will do instead is describe 

something which perhaps summarises the significant 
impact Mr Reeler has had on this school, by sharing 
with you the findings of a research project called 
Excellence in Boys’ Schools’ Education. 

During 2019, through the International Boys’ 
School Coalition, the school linked up with an 
organisation called Circle of Excellence and together 
with 19 other prominent boys’ schools in the country, 
entered into a research project called Excellence in 
Boys’ Schools’ Education. The schools involved in 
this project include both private and public schools, 
many of which we have a lot to do with and which 
are very well known to all of you. 

On 19 April, the school’s Executive Team and I 
met, via a conference call from Australia, with Dr 
Phil Commins, who ran the project, in order to 
receive feedback. PBHS had achieved an overall 
score of 68.21%. In the feedback given to the 
Executive, Dr Cummins pointed out that this is 
the highest score he has ever seen for any school 
in the many years of research he has been doing 
globally in education. Based on this research, he 
was of the opinion that if one was looking for the 
top school in the country, PBHS would be it. He 
was also of the opinion that if one was considering 

Mr Reeler addresses the school during the farewell assembly Mr Hassenkamp delivers the farewell address to Mr and Mrs Reeler at 
the special assembly on 23 September 2021
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a cluster of top schools in the world, PBHS would 
be very prominent in this cluster. I have previously 
not shared these results or this feedback with Mr 
Reeler. Knowing that we would have an occasion 
such as today, I chose to hold this information back. 
I would love to bask in the glory of these impressive 
results, but I am afraid I am unable to do so. These 
results and this feedback are as a direct result of 
the hard work, vision and dedication Mr Reeler 
applied during his time in office. To say that Mr 
Reeler handed over to me a fully functional, world 
class school, goes without saying. As Mr Reeler 
sits on this stage this morning, he can do so with a 
sense of satisfaction knowing that he has done his 
job extremely well. 

I have said it before, and I will say it again, there 
is no doubt in my mind that Mr. Reeler was the 
right headmaster for this school at the right time. 
Each headmaster has his own strengths and his own 
character. What I will bring to PBHS will be different 
to what Mr. Reeler brought. But, it is in each of us 
bringing our own strengths that collectively, as 
headmasters, we will ensure that PBHS continues to 
go from strength to strength. 

Mr. Reeler, it goes without saying that PBHS 
it a better school because of your influence and 
leadership. You were here to remain true to yourself, 
you were here to lead a school. Both of these you 
did and you did well. You leave me an outstanding, 
traditional, modern, South African school and I am 
fully aware of the significant shoes I have to fill. 
Thank you for this, and congratulations on a job 
well done. 

In closing, I leave you with the last few lines of a 
song you know well. They read as follows:

Yet the time may come, though you scarce know why,
When your eyes will fill 
At the thought of the hill,
And the wild regret of the last good-bye, 
And the wild regret of the last good-bye! 

Mr Reeler, on behalf of all the staff and boys here 
this morning, please accept this portrait of PBHS. 
As you are aware, this picture is handed to long-
serving members of staff who depart the school. We 
trust this picture will hold a special place in your 
new home as you fondly reflect on time spent at this 
very special school. 

Mr GJ Hassenkamp
Headmaster

Farewell Assembly for Mr Reeler
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1.  Mr Hassenkamp presents a portrait of the school to Mr Reeler
2.  The school’s Dixie Band performs during the assembly
3.  Mr Reeler presented the trophies for Sportsman and Sports Team of 

the Week during the assembly

1.

2.

3.
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It is my pleasure to give you an outline of the history 
of this room and to pay tribute to the man who 
undertook its restoration.

Whether or not you ever saw this room in its 
previous role, I am sure you have spent some 
time admiring how it now looks. By way of an 
introductory statement with a double-meaning: this 
room has never looked like this in its 112 year history. 
The significance of that should become evident in 
what I have to say this evening.

If we go all the way back to 1909 when the original 
three buildings of the then Pretoria College were 
opened as the new “school on the hill”, (the following 
year to become PBHS) this room was designed to be 
the school gymnasium. It had a store room and a 
locker room at the southern end and change room at 
the northern end. We have only a single photograph 
of its time as a gym and that was a publicity photo 
taken in 1909 showing a group of youngsters posing 
doing arm stretches under the instruction of a PT 
master who was apparently a fearsome ex-Sergeant 
Major. The only reminder of its days as the school 
gymnasium are the four bracing rings for the high 
bar, set into the floor, which we have managed to 
preserve under glass as a reminder of this period in 
the room’s history. In time we may build a replica 
item of gym equipment, a wooden horse, as we still 
have the plans from 1909, that make up part of the 
surviving architectural plans.

A decade into the history of this building, when 
additional classrooms were being added upstairs 
above the now two fountain courtyards, there was 
thought given to converting this into the school’s 
woodworking room, but it was not to be and the room 
continued to be used as the gymnasium until 1937 
when the Public Works Department condemned the 
floor as having become dangerously worn. Physical 
Training or PT was moved outdoors and this room 
became, as far as we can tell, a second hall, possibly 
used by the boarders, although the floor was not 
replaced and most of what you see today dates back 
to the original building.

In the period immediately after World War 2, 
when the school expanded yet again, this room 
almost disappeared as there was a plan to convert 
it into three classrooms, but fortunately this didn’t 
happen and it remained relatively original until 1960 
when its conversion into the school’s main music 
teaching room took place. 
This resulted in major alterations:
• the windows were extended downwards
• a tiered floor was installed over most of the floor 

space and the room at the back disappeared in 
the process

• at the northern end, four soundproofed music 
rooms were built, which in turn required an ugly 
concrete staircase to reach the upper two and a 
large steel beam and pulley to move pianos into 
the upper rooms.

In this guise, the old music room would serve its 
purpose until 2016, when the Bill Schroder Centre 
was opened and the Music Department moved 
into the purpose-built upper floor facility of that 
building. This room then fell largely into disuse 
apart from a few Photographic Society and Art 
Exhibitions staged here over the next few years. 
Under our previous headmaster, Mr Tony Reeler, the 
decision was taken to begin a gradual restoration of 
this room as funds permitted.

Donations from a few reunion groups and from 
some matric groups assisted in funding the material 
costs, although one of the problems was trying to find 
sufficient old Oregon timber to undertake repairs on 
the floor and to achieve the wood panelling of the 
entire room. An appeal for Oregon led to several 
useful donations which had to be used to maximum 
effect – with eventually much splicing of endless 
offcuts to achieve usable lengths.

From the beginning, the person who took on the 
massive task of restoring the room was Paul Ewart-
Phipps. Initially, Paul worked on the project when 
time permitted, but after he retired from teaching, he 
was given this as a more-or-less full time undertaking. 
He has spent thousands of hours working on every 
stage of the restoration, from pulling out the tiered 
floor through to the finishing touches this morning. 
Without taking anything away from all that the job 
entailed or the labour expended, in many ways, 
Paul was living the dream by having virtually sole 
responsibility for a giant woodwork project. Paul 
worked day and night – through holidays and for a 
good part of weekends.

Almost all of what you see in this room was 
undertaken by Paul working alone. I don’t know 
anybody else who could have pulled this off almost 
entirely unaided. The exceptions were lighting, 
carpeting of the staircase and the wrought iron work 
on the staircase, which was kindly undertaken by 
John Stipinovich, one of our current parents, who is 
with us tonight. Thank you for the part that you and 
your father, Joe, played in providing those detailed 
iron work decorations for the staircase which are 
copies of those in the main building. 

Opening of the Reeler Room
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Edited version of the address by the Second Master, Mr John Illsley, during the opening of the Tony Reeler Room on 
the evening of 23 September 2021.
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Paul’s attention to detail is just part of what makes 
this room so special.
• Paul made brass covers for the plugs and a base for 

the antique light fittings found by Craig McBride.
• The French doors were completely rebuilt and the 

original hinges were taken back to a condition as 
good as new.

• Replicas of the balustrades to match the style of those 
on the staircases in the main building were crafted.

• and the list goes on…

Tomorrow is Heritage Day and it seems highly 
appropriate that we should be officially opening 
this room this evening, which represents a major 
initiative in restoring and preserving one part of 
the school’s proud history. I would go so far as to 
say that it makes up in many ways for the loss of 
the original school hall in the 1960s. That, too, was a 
wood-panelled room, of which only a small portion 
was saved to panel the headmaster’s study. This 
room, as the school gym, would simply have been 
painted up to a certain height with the PWD brown 
paint used in all government buildings of that era.

This room will no doubt serve the school in a 
variety of ways for many years to come, as one of 
the biggest and arguably the most visually attractive 
room we have. But it will also serve as a tribute to 
the headmaster who had the vision to initiate its 
restoration and the craftsman who turned it from 
derelict to delectable.

Paul, only you know the many hours of labour, 
both in the woodwork workshop and within these 
four walls that went into turning this room into what 
we see today. I said at the outset that this room has 
never looked like this in 112 years – it is a restoration 
of what survives from 1909, but it goes way beyond 
that and especially in making some of the ugliest 
additions into the most appealing features. It is 
nothing less than a work of art. In other words, this 
room has never in its history looked this good.

Paul, mere words cannot fully express our 
gratitude for what you have achieved here. Although 
this room will always be your crowning achievement, 
it gives me great pleasure to ask you to unveil the 
commemorative plaque which we hope will serve as 
a further reminder of all your hard work.

JW Illsley

Opening of the Reeler Room
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1.  Mr Tony Reeler with his wife, Mrs Rose Reeler and their daughter 
Lexie, at the opening of the Reeler Room

2.  The newly restored room that started life as the school gym and later 
served as the main music teaching room. It is shown shortly before 
the official opening

3.  The school’s Second Master, Mr John Illsley, congratulates Mr Paul 
Ewart-Phipps on the completion of a monumental undertaking

1.

2.

3.
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1.  Mrs Rose Reeler unveils the portrait of Mr Tony Reeler as part of the formalities
2.  Mr Reeler seen with the artist who painted his portrait, Martjie Carter
3.  Mr Ewart-Phipps explains some of the detailed work that went into making the staircase in the room an attractive feature
4.  A pleased Mr Tony Reeler responds to the tributes paid to him and the unveiling of his portrait
5.  The cocktail function in the East Fountain Courtyard for guests attending the Opening of the Reeler Room
6.  Mr Ewart-Phipps unveils a plaque acknowledging his massive (and almost single-handed) contribution to the restoration of this room
7.  Mr Reeler unveils the plaque which names the room in his honour to acknowledge his time as Headmaster from 2010–2020

1. 2. 3.

4.

5. 6. 7.
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1.  Some of the audience who were able to hear Peter 
Hain providing background on his book before 
taking questions from boys in the school’s SNIA.

2.  Peter Hain, Lord Hain of Heath, is an old 
boy of Pretoria Boys High School who rose to 
prominence for his anti-apartheid activities in 
organizing sports boycotts against South Africa.

3.  A “virtual” book launch was held with Peter 
Hain in London and members of several PBHS 
clubs and societies (including the SNIA and 
Writers Club) in attendance in the school 
library. The Headmaster and several teachers 
also participated.

2.

1.

3.

A Pretoria Boy
When the autobiography of 

Peter Hain (Lord Hain of 
Neath) was published by 

Jonathan Ball in South Africa 
in 2021, it was not possible 

to do a formal launch due 
to Covid travel restrictions. 

A “virtual” book launch 
involving pupils and staff of 
Boys High was arranged in conjunction 

with the publishers. The cover of the book 
features a photo of Peter Hain when a 

pupil at the school.
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MTB Mountain Bike Challenge
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2.1.

3. 4.

5. 6.

7.

1.  A running start : competitors sprint for their bikes at the start of the 
first day’s race. 

2.  Part of the cycle race route takes competitors past the main building 
façade

3.  A cyclist pounds the route in the north east corner of the school

4.  Competitors race through one of the koppie paths
5.  A cyclist rides past the bougainvillea in full bloom on the western 

side of the koppie.
6.  The “School House Forest” 
7.  A cyclist approaches the finish line at the end of the 24 Hour event.
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MTB Mountain Bike Challenge

1.  Mr Henno Pretorius hands a prize to one of the winning cyclists
2.  Competitors in one of the PBHS teams: L–R: Ben Bowden, 

Jonathan Tapuch, Declan Hols, Callen Greer
3.  Another of the Boys High teams: L–R: Lance Murray, Joshua 

Chittenden, Ethan Mitchell, Tristan Vorster
4.  Mr Smuts, coordinator of the event for PBHS announcing prize 

winners
5.  Oehley and Dorey fields became the tented camp for competitors

1. 2.

3. 4.

5.
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Dr Barry Donation
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Olympiad Achievement

The bronze sculpture entitled “Tree of Wisdom Fruits”. 
The plaque lists these as being Curiosity, Knowledge, 

Truth, Respect and Perseverence. The explanation of the 
significance of the sculpture reads: “A Pretoria Boys High 
boy sits under the fruits of the tree of wisdom perched on a 
pile of books he has read. Consulting Google he is flanked 

by some of his extra-mural activities. May these fruits 
become part of your daily diet as you pass through school 

into your future. (find the grammatical incongruity).”

In the school library, Dr Trebot Barry explains the significance of the bronze 
sculpture which he sculpted and then donated to the school.

Mr Franken (HOD Geography), Dr C van der Merwe (University of Pretoria), Jonathan le Roux (Form 2 Arcadia, 1st Place), and  
Mr G Hassenkamp (Headmaster)
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Kind to all he knows, his destiny to heal all, he leaves no 
one harmed.

In 2020, during the month of August, two matric 
boys, Kyle Solomon and Junior Ggabashe started 
an initiative to celebrate Women’s Month. Their 
initiative was given the name “Bloom”, and owing 
to its success last year, has become an initiative our 
school prides itself on.

As with last year, this year’s Bloom Campaign’s 
focus was not solely on raising awareness against 
Gender-Based-Violence, but to honour and celebrate 
the harmonious warrior. This year, Bloom ran from 
11–23 August. Our theme was “Unapologetically 
Male: the warrior Wa-Man”.

The reason we chose the warrior Wa-Man as a 
theme is because in Japanese, “Wa” means harmony, 
and by using “man” instead of “woman”, we aimed 
to erase the gender divide and focused on Man as a 
universal concept of mankind.

Bloom 2021 held dear our traditions of honour, 
integrity, loyalty and respect. By celebrating the 
gallant warrior Wa-man, we strove to defend, 
protect and stand for what is right and be strong, 
confident, determined young men in order to create 
a safe environment for women and children to be 
the gentle warriors that they are.

Our Clubs and Societies, as well as various 
musical ensembles, were tasked to submit any 
creative expression supporting our theme. These 
were posted on Social Media during the two weeks 
of Bloom.

We encouraged all our boys and staff to support 
the Bloom Campaign of “Unapologetically Male” 
by selling Samurai, Roman, Greek, Zulu or Knight’s 
shields and all the proceeds went towards this year’s 
Matric Function.

Elena Fratini

Bloom Campaign
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“The warrior is always first a servant… 
The warrior does not serve because they cannot lead; they know that a person cannot lead if they do not serve”. 

-Erwin Raphael McManus 

ARCHERY CLUB OF PRETORIA BOYS HIGH SCHOOL Chivalry itself is the poetry of life - Bushido 
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up for assembly, our buildings are constantly 
being upgraded and restored, our toilets flush, our 
bathrooms are clean, our fields look immaculate 
on game day and our pool is blue. We sometimes 
take this for granted. This photographic essay pays 
tribute to the unsung warriors of Pretoria Boys High 
School that maintain our beautiful school on the hill. 
These photographs capture their daily tasks which 

are carried out with pride and dignity. This body of 
work is a heartfelt thank you to the ground staff of 
Pretoria Boys High School, our warriors.

This photographic essay has been curated by Vincent 
Peters (Chairman) and Joni Jones (MIC) for the annual 
“Bloom” Campaign. The photographs were all taken by the 
members of the Pretoria Boys High School Photographic 
Society.

“School on the Hill” Warriors
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Bird Life of Boys High
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A female Moorhen with her chick in Loch Armstrong A Crowned Plover 

A Moorhen amidst the lilies of Loch Armstrong A juvenile Green Wood Hoopoe

A male Green Wood Hoopoe A grey Loerie
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Boys Highlights
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boys’ critical ideas and opinions to the larger school 
community. Its reputation has always relied on 
one finding reliable yet amusing articles. 2021 was 
no different but the year did present other sets of 
challenges.

Funnily enough, 2020 was one of the newspaper's 
most productive years. Five editions were released 
as the whole newspaper was converted to a digital 
version. This streamlined the process and ensured 
a wider release to all the boys, parents, staff and 
Old Boys. Our process became refined as we were 
determined to make the best of the pandemic. 
2021 was more complicated. Since the Covid cases 
had dropped and the country was “seemingly 
over the worst of the pandemic”, we were forced 
to reintroduce the printed version. This was 
unfortunate and the re-adoption of old methods 
meant that we were able to produce only two 
editions. Printed media is dying and we have to 
allow for adaptation and avoid hampering progress 
with our traditional and outdated views of “what a 
newspaper should be.”

Our two print editions suffered from a lack of 
strong opinions and controversy. We decided to 
limit these articles for the meantime to allow our 
new headmaster to adapt and re-acclimatise to 

Boys High. The only traditional value of an English 
newspaper is that it should spark discussions and 
promote change amongst the boys, our readers. Our 
humour has also been scaled down to become less 
niche. This is due to the Form Is and IIs not having 
the full understanding of Boys High humour yet. 
However, we are determined to become the bastion 
of opinion and amusement once again.

My time at Boys High is defined by the Boys 
Highlights. At the end of 2018, all the senior 
editors and writers were in matric. There were 
only four of us left: Junior Gcabashe, Jason Visser 
and Vincent Peters and Pedran Wessels and we saw 
the opportunity to reform the newspaper. Over the 
years, under the leadership of Junior and Pedran, 
the quality of articles and production was increased. 
Photoshop was fully utilised to ensure pleasant 
visuals to accompany the articles. More cartoon 
artists were recruited and Boys High memes were 
established by this newspaper. The team grew larger 
each year and we now boast a team of close to 30. 

Some might say that the culture of slightly 
controversial articles was started by me. Yes, that 
is true. My most memorable article was "When 
will socials return?" in which I raised the issue of 
Form IVs arriving at the Form IV Ball intoxicated. 
This made the Boys Highlights infamous. There 

Seated L–R: Mrs C Mentz, A de Bruin, P Wessels (Editor), J Visser, O Mahan, Mrs K Botha (MIC)
First Row L–R: C Motswege, K Nsanzya, T Mahan, D Cilliers, I de Gama, T Makombe, H Kim

Second Row L–R: K Nagessar, A van Heerden, W Botha, T Visagie, I Alusala, K Kissoon
Absent: S Holm, J Kok, Z Odetoyinbo, B Pretorius, D Radmanovic, J Schutte

A juvenile Green Wood Hoopoe
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have been many difficult lessons over the years. 
The line of controversial opinions and cheeky 
boys humour is not always that clear to all 
teenagers. Luckily, with the help of Mrs Botha and 
Mrs Mentz, we were able to avoid most of these 
unpleasant consequences.

The Boys Highlights is at yet another fork in 
the road. I will leave with my fellow matrics and 
hand over the newspaper to the “next generation”. 
I cannot make any promises. The idea of being an 
editor of a school newspaper is over-romanticised 

by coming-of-age movies. It takes hard work. I am 
sure that I have shaved a few years off my life after 
the countless sleepless nights of editing. Fortunately, 
Jason Visser and Owethu Mahan know what they 
are doing. The layout and content might change, 
but there is no doubt in my mind that they will 
uphold and improve on the quality we have tried 
to establish.

Pedran Wessels
Form V

Boys Highlights
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1.  The Boys Highlights Team counting the latest edition for distribution 
2.  Editor and sub-editor of the Boys Highlights for 2021 – Pedran Wessels and Jason Visser
3.  Liam Gillesen, Johann Kok, Pedran Wessels and Jason Visser manning the Boys Highlights display at the Commencement Cultural Clubs and 

Societies Exhibition for all 2021 new boys 

1.

2. 3.
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After a frustrating 2020, the boys of the First Aid 
Society were excited to kick 2021 off on a good note. 
We were very fortunate to have our annual first aid 
course. Cuan Young and his team from Netcare 911 
showed us the jobs of paramedics, Collin Hill did a 
course on strapping and Ingrid Brits showed us what 
being a biokineticist was all about. We were also 
given many short courses by our own sanitorium 
sisters. These courses were vital in the development 
of the skills of the boys.

The year started slightly differently with the Form 
I camp being changed to a fun day, but nonetheless 
the boys were excited to sharpen their skills. We then 
had a normal Term 1 working at different basketball 
and water polo fixtures. These events gave a great 
chance to the boys to practise and enhance their 
skills. After a short break we entered the rugby 
season where there was no shortage of injuries for 
which the boys could put their skills to use. The first 
aid year seemed to end rather quickly with short 
soccer and basketball seasons. At the end of year 

function we celebrated a successful year and very 
sadly said farewell to our matrics.

2021 was a successful year thanks to the 
sanitorium staff, Sister Carina-Mari Stephens and 
Sister Louise Mansell, our chairman, Christian van 
Rooyen and vice chairman, James Dawson. There is 
no doubt that 2022 will be another great year.

James Dawson 
Vice-Chairman

First Aid
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1.  Year-end Function: This year we celebrated the end of the year with ten pin bowling and lunch
2.  Rugby Duty: during the winter season we are very busy at the first aid station and serve the school with pride
3.  The first aiders practise their skills on a regular basis: L–R: Christian van Rooyen, James Dawson, Sr Carina-Mari Stephens, Sebastian van 

Wijk, Jonathan le Roux, Sr Louise Mansell
4. A few Old Boys visited from Netcare 911 and showed us their ambulance equipment and spoke about life as a paramedic

1.

2. 3.

4.
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Seated L–R: S Van Wijk, P Mailula, C Van Rooyen (Chairman), Sr L Mansell, Sr C-M Stephens, J Dawson (Vice Chairman), I Dougal, Y Bini
First Row L–R: T Cottrell, E Upton, G Kandralides, N Phathela, M da Gama, U Nkomo

Second Row L–R: E Malliaros, J Le Roux, M Brussow, R van Jaarsveld, N Kandralides, T Cahi
Third Row L–R: O Smythe, L Siakam, R Schellack, M Upton, B Rautenbach

Absent: K Xaba

The first aiders were passionate about recruiting new members at the Commencement Ceremony
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Library Prefects

2021 has been an eventful year with great successes 
for the library as we reached new heights and 
progressed, despite the challenges of the Covid-19 
pandemic. From this year, we started allowing all 
our Library Prefects and Monitors to work full-time 
since the resumption of cultural activities. I would 
like to call this a “Post-Covid Recovery” year for 
the library since we were able to host a variety of 
events, have many collaborations and provide all 
our services throughout the year.

The first event for the year, was the Form I Activity 
Day where the Media Prefects and Boys Highlights 
members judged an origami-writing competition. 
The Form Is were split into groups of five or six 
where they had to do origami and had to write an 
interesting story. We had to judge these works. I 
believe the day was a great success which promoted 
the cultural side of Boys High. 

In the weeks before the Commencement Ceremony, 
we worked together as one team and came up with a 
great strategy, revamped our board and went full force 
into promoting our library. On the day we had a large 
number of Form Is signing up. The Commencement 
Ceremony was a great success!

We had the annual “Treasure Hunt”, with the aim 
of educating the new Media Monitors (mostly Form 
Is) about how the Media Centre worked through a 

detailed tour and an exciting quiz with prizes.
In April, we had one of our biggest book sales 

with the theme “To infinity and beyond” with each 
book at R5. It drew in many enthusiastic book-
lovers, parents and teachers who bought some 
amazing reads.

Throughout this year, we had a number of successful 
reunions most of which were combined with last 
year’s reunion groups. It was an amazing experience 
teaching and educating the various aspects of reunions 
and how they worked to the Form Is. One thing that 
the Old Boys really love is the way we conduct our 
reunions. During our 30th and 31st reunion in August, 
we were able to meet the legendary Bafana defender 
and soccer player, Mark Fish. 

In August, we were privileged to have an online 
book launch with the honorable Lord Peter Hain 
(who served as a minister in the United Kingdom 
and is an Old Boy) for his latest book “A Pretoria 
Boy”. It will go down in the school’s history as one 
of the biggest cross-cultural collaborations with the 
SNIA, Media Centre, Boys Highlights, Writer’s Club, 
Photographic Society, Film Club and the History 
Department all represented. There was astounding 
discussion and an interesting Q&A session.

In September, we had an exclusive “Behind the 
Scenes Tour”of the National Museum of Natural 

Seated L–R: Ms P Chokwe, T Cruywagen, J Reddy, K Nagessar (Head Library Prefect), S Mjoli (Deputy Head Library Prefect), O Chiloane,  
Mrs K Botha (MIC)

First Row L–R: C Botes, G Maheme, G Alvares, M Cruywagen, E Muffler, A Mlotshwa, Y Dejene
Second Row L–R: Row: A Sindana, J Mbogoma, C Motswege, O Moloi, S Dlamini, P Yenga
Third Row L–R: O Abioye, A Ferdinand De Yogan, T Mabanga, Z Odetoyinbo, M Masibigiri

Absent: R Mashiapata, E Shilubane, A Adenola, B Angu, D Cilliers, E Maartens, F Chuma, J Seaton, J Botha, T Botha, K Ringane, L Louw,  
P Klaas, T Chauke, M Russell.
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books, large collections of archives and numerous 
bird displays. The curious Form Is asked many 
interesting questions and valued the experience. For 
some, this was their first excursion at high school.

We also had our prize-giving and voting meeting, 
where many of our outstanding, hard-working 
Form Is earned Media Monitor badges and trophies 
were handed out. On this day we also voted for the 
Head and Deputy Media Prefects for 2022.

Finally, as part of our community outreach, we 

donated boxes of books to “Irene Homes” who 
support people with intellectual disabilities. They 
also empower other community projects and 
initiatives throughout Pretoria including reading 
projects. We hope they will find much value in these 
books and help our communities in need.

This year we had a number of upgrades and 
additions to the library. Earlier this year, a bronze 
sculpture was donated by Dr Trebot Barry for our 
entrance into the library. The sculpture resembles a 
scholar sitting on a pile of books which represents 

1.  Four man chess is a real challenge for even the most skilled chess players 
and very popular during break

2.  The outside patio of the Library is a popular corner during breaks for 
playing various board and card games amongst friends

3.  The Library prefects went on “a behind the scenes” tour of the Library of 
the Natural Museum of History and were allowed to look and touch maps 
and books with great historical value for mankind

4.  One of the oldest books in South Africa was written in Latin by Conrad 
Gessner (1516–1565). Conrad Gessner was a Swiss physician, naturalist, 
bibliographer and philologist. He was the person who invented the pencil 
after he found that a stick of graphite was too soft and brittle. He added a 
wooden stick around the graphite

1.

3.2.

4.
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modern technology under the tree of knowledge. 
The fruits on the tree resemble respect, truth, 
curiosity, knowledge and perseverance. This is a 
valuable addition to the library. 

Lastly, we were also lucky to have our Computer 
Centre refurbished and upgraded – a much-needed 
process.

I want to say thank you to Mrs Botha and Miss 
Chokwe for their unending support to the library. 
I would like to thank all the Library Prefects and 

Monitors for their hard work, support and dedication 
to the library. I believe that the library offers so much 
to the school and I hope it will continue to strive for 
success beyond Covid-19. I want to thank the future 
Library Prefects and Monitors for their hard work in 
advance. Please maintain the high standard of this 
library as “The Best in the World”.

Thank you!

Kaveer Nagessar
Head Library Prefect

1.

3.

2.

4.

1.  The Library prefects and assistant – Clinton Motswege, Siyanda Mjoli, Tumisho Cruywagen, Jordan Reddy, Kaveer Nagessar, Ms P Chokwe – 
working at the 30-Years-on Reunion were thrilled to meet and chat to Mark Fish

2.  Kounga Lowin following Covid regulations in the Library and sanitising his workstation in the computer centre after use
3.  The annual R5 booksale is always a popular event on the Library’s calendar
4.  Jordan Reddy and Kaveer Nagessar explaining the responsibilities of being a Library Prefect to a new boy
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It was with great relief that we were able to get all 
our outreach initiatives up and running this year. We 
have had very successful initiatives, starting with the 
stationery drive in Term 1. We were able to supply 
stationery to all our orphanages and organisations. 
The Outreach Society boys had great fun counting 
out all the pens, pencils, etc. and making sure that 
the stationery was divided up equally. 

Our Term 2 blanket and warm clothing drive was 
as successful and we were able to deliver these in time 
for the really cold weather. I was also very happy that 
we had enough blankets to help out people at Plastic 
View who had lost everything in a fire.

Term 3 saw our tinned food drive meeting my 
target of 1500 cans for the first time. There are a 
couple of tutor groups who donated over 100 cans 
each. My thanks must go to the tutors who are so 
enthusiastic and drive the initiatives.

In Term 4 we undertook two initiatives: the dignity 
bags for rape survivors and Santa’s Christmas 
boxes. The dignity bag initiative arose out of the 
Bloom Campaign. I felt it was very important that 
we raised awareness of rape and how women were 
treated when they reported rape. The support for 
the initiative was overwhelming and we were able 
to hand over 115 bags to two trauma centres.

I would like to single out the owners of Tribeca 
Centurion who have been incredibly generous and 
have donated to each initiative. Their kindness and 
generosity in support of the initiatives leaves me 
overwhelmed each term.

In my role as Master in Charge of Outreach, 
I have become so aware of the growing need in 
our country. The last two years have decimated 
communities and the need for assistance has grown. 
I would like to thank every boy and every parent 
who has so willingly and generously given to each 
initiative. I could not assist the orphanages and 
organisations who depend on us if it was not for 
your donations. I would also like to thank my boys 
in the Social Outreach Society who have given up 
many afternoons sorting and packing the donations.

The organisations that we support are Bramley 
Children’s Home in Groenkloof, Mohau Center 
at Kalafong, Kingdom Life Children’s Home in 
Saulsville, Dynamic Women and Children in 
Kameelfontein and the Sunnyside Soup Kitchen.

Thank you again to everyone who has supported 
the school’s outreach initiatives. 

Penny Vlag
Master in Charge

Social Outreach Initiatives
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Junior City Council
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Junior City Council

Seated L–R: S Mjoli, Mrs Mac Donald (MIC), C Magill (Secretary)
First Row L–R: N Botha, M Soobramaniyen

Absent: K Xaba

The JCC is a non-profit youth organisation that 
has members from 31 Pretoria schools. Each is 
represented by councillors from Grades 10, 11 and 
12. The Junior City Council of Pretoria is driven by 
a single goal and that is trying to make the world 
a better place for all. We plan all our events and 
outreach work which is executed by the youth 
for the youth, with the aim of creating unity and 
a culture of giving back in the Pretoria/Tshwane 
metropolitan district. We strive to build meaningful 
relationships and to make a positive impact in all the 
projects that we pursue.

The JCC raises money by holding events/
fundraisers to raise money for the JCC’s beneficiaries, 
which include the Gracia Children’s Home and 
CHOC (The Childhood Cancer Foundation). The 
JCC is run by a management team consisting of five 
councillors (Junior Mayor, Junior Deputy Mayor, 
Secretary, Clerk and PRO) who are voted into their 
respective positions by the rest of the JCC. The 
council is divided into five sub-committees (Vitae, 
Youth, Community, Culture and Sport) and each 
committee has a chairperson, deputy chairperson 
and secretary who are also voted in by the members 
of their respective committee. Each committee 
oversees an event or fundraiser that it organises and 
runs. The management team is assisted by a Patron 
– an adult that is there to make sure that everything 
runs smoothly and to ensure the correct decisions 
are made by the junior councillors.

During the term of 2020/2021, Pretoria Boys 
High was represented on the Junior City Council 
by Connor Magill (Grade 12), Siyanda Mjoli and 
Nicholas Botha (Grade 11) and Kholisile Xaba 
and Moreshan Soobramaniyen (Grade 10). At the 
beginning of 2020 I was elected as the Secretary for 
the council, which was an honour and a privilege. 
Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
JCC was not able to hold all the planned events. 
This was disappointing as most chairpersons, and 
their committees, had been planning their events 
for months and poured their hearts and souls into 
organising them. 

However, towards the end of 2020, each 
committee was able to hold an outreach event for 
the councillors to participate in and get the JCC 
back on track. We participated in a Night Market 
run by the Community Committee, and the Culture 
Committee held a park clean-up. Vitae Committee 
(run by Siyanda Mjoli) held a clothing drive for a 
local church while the Youth Committee visited a 
foster home called Dove’s Nest and donated many 
items to help the children. The Sport Committee 
visited Peas in a Pod, a safe haven for children. 

Even though we all experienced tough times due 
to Covid-19, the JCC did not crumble. We stood tall 
and made a difference. This is what the JCC is all 
about.

The Junior City Council makes a positive 
difference in other people’s lives. The council has 
taught us this valuable lesson and we will continue 
to do so for the rest of our lives. There is nothing 
more rewarding than giving back to the community. 
This is what life should be about. 

 During my years on the council, I have made so 
many friends and met so many amazing people. 
The council gave me self-confidence and helped 
me become a better person. If it were not for the 
council, I would not be the person I am today. I will 
be eternally grateful to the council and to the friends 
I have made in the JCC. I will treasure the memories 
I have made forever.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
MIC of the Junior City Council, Mrs Mac Donald, for 
her guidance and enthusiasm.

Connor Magill
Secretary
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2021 – the year we’d all been waiting for; the year of 
freedom from Covid – or so we thought.

Much to the prefects’ and undoubtedly the 
school’s dismay, 2021 got off to a sluggish start no 
different from the end of 2020. School opened a 
month later than usual, Covid cases in and around 
the school were many, and Covid restrictions were 
in full force. With all that being said, the 2021 prefect 
group remained steadfast and committed to our 
goals and our responsibility.

“The only constant in life is change” – was the 
motto of the 2021 prefect group. Staring at a lot 
of unknowns, we stuck together and took every 
opportunity available to lead the school well in such 
a different context and to fulfil our roles with fire 
and vigour. 

Before even returning to school, the prefects 
compiled a motivational video to uplift the boys at 
home who were eagerly awaiting their return to school. 
This video was a great success and set the tone for the 
attitude with which we would go on to tackle 2021.

Our first task once back at school was to welcome 
the new Form I group to the school. Despite there not 
being a proper Form I Camp but rather a Form I Day, 
and despite there being no gala to shock the Boys High 
Magic and passion into their fresh, impressionable 
minds, our task was successful. The prefects left no 
stone unturned with regard to the running of the 
Orientation Week and the Fun Day. The Form Is were 
well and truly welcomed to their new home.

The prefect group also hosted a social with 
Girls High to establish a relationship between our 
respective prefect groups. This was a worthwhile 
occasion which provided an opportunity for the 
leaders of our co-existing schools to formulate 
relationships and get input from each other… and 
have some fun socialising while we were at it.

One of the initiatives run by the prefects this year 
was the planting of “spekboom” – a succulent plant 
– by house prefects and their Form I mentees along 
the fence on the eastern side of the school estate. 
This was a great opportunity for them to engage 
in establishing a tangible legacy that will hopefully 
grow in years to come. 

The Outreach initiative run by the prefects this 
year and contributed to by the school was the 
collection of sanitary pads for Women’s Month – 
a continuation of the 2020 Bloom Campaign. The 
school managed to collect an astonishing number 
which were donated to Dynamic Women for 
Children in Kameelfontein. They were extremely 
grateful to the school for such a substantial donation 
and we trust and hope that many women around 
South Africa benefitted from our efforts.

Outreach was not the only avenue that we 
tackled during Women’s Month. Another was 
education, expression and fundraising. Ms Fratini 
worked tirelessly to allow the boys to express 
their appreciation towards women and provide 
information in the form of posters and videos. 

Prefects
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Prefects group community drive – planting Spekboom plants with their Form I friends along Roper Street fence
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This went a long way in educating the boys. 
A fundraiser of various shields representing 
different cultures was done to contribute towards 
the Matric Function which was one of the greatest 
successes of 2021. Earlier on, in September, we 
were given the final go-ahead for this, much 
to everyone’s delight. Mr Hassenkamp, Mrs 
Holliday and Mrs Pieterse all worked tirelessly to 
ensure that the night was as enjoyable as possible. 
Despite being split into two separate nights, both 
groups thoroughly enjoyed the occasion and felt 
that it was a fitting symbol of our journey at Boys 
High coming to an end. 

We can say what we want about the cards we were 
dealt, but the prefect group of 2021 played what we 
were given so well. Fortunately, at the time of writing, 
Covid restrictions were being lifted due to the increase 
in vaccination accessibility, meaning we were one step 
closer to a normal year at Pretoria Boys High School. I 
have no doubt that Josh, James and their prefects will 
lead the school to new heights in 2022. 

“Don’t downgrade your dream just to fit your reality. 
Upgrade your conviction to match your destiny.”

Kyle Marshall
Head Prefect
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The loyal and hardworking group of boys responsible 
for the technical aspects of countless school activities 
has had an extremely busy and productive year. We 
ensured that the year started off with an outside 
assembly that was audible – even our old rivals to 
the South must have heard us.

The highlight of the year was the annual House 
Plays Competition. Many late nights were spent in 
the Abernethy Hall to ensure a stunning and flawless 
week of spectacular acting and entertainment. 

We are proud of the following members who 
achieved Half Colours for service to the school:

• Nkosinathi Mnguni
• Kgotso Thobejane
• Matome Shai
• Siyanda Mjoli
Finally, we bid farewell to Mr. Pretorius as the MIC 
of the team and thank him for his diligent service 
during the past few years.

We look forward to an exciting year of growth 
in 2022.

Willem Truter
Master in Charge

Technical Support

Hlogi Phetla (Form 5 Solomon) with Owen Stopforth Pedran Wessels (Form 5 Hofmeyr) with Adam van Heerden
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Seated L–R: P Economou, S Mjoli, K Tladi, J Visser (Advertising Officer), Mrs Petrou (MIC), L Gillesen (Chairman), M de Oliveira (Secretary), 
S Sookay, M Merbold

First Row L–R: H Meijer, L Erasmus, Y Bini, M Mdazuka, D Du Preez, J Mdhluli, L Gray, M Ghoor
Second Row L–R: K Tlape, H Lakha, J Pinetown, A Prinsloo, O Sekano, J Anderson, M Mutale

Third Row L–R: N Botes, M Linde, N Pabst, M Masibigiri, T Martino, O Smythe
Absent: R Adou, T Antunes, O Bokaba, M de Wet, J Engelbrecht, W Kharibe, R Mahabeer (Vice Chairman), J Maherry, M Meise, T Mgudlwa, 

W Mkhize, T Muzondida, N Ndlhovu, B Peta, J Pretorius, R Schellack, J Stokes, A Theron, M van Zyl, J Wessels, K Xaba

It is with a sad heart that I bid the RCL and the 
school, farewell. It has been an honour and a joy 
to serve the school in this position for the last ten 
years. It has been a magical, rewarding experience 
to engage and work with the boys to uplift and 
support so many in need. Many special memories 
of the end-of-term market days and the Form IV 
Ball are etched in my heart. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
the staff and boys for their continuous support for 
RCL ventures over the years. I could not have done 
it without you. 

Liam Gillesen, you have been an outstanding 
leader who has served the council with passion and 
determination. You leave a legacy which will be an 
inspiration to those who follow in your shoes. To 
Raoul Mahabeer, thank you for your support and 

for helping Liam. Marciano de Oliviera, thank you 
for taking the minutes so diligently and carrying 
out your secretarial duties so well. Jason Visser, you 
always pre-empted things and had all advertising 
material ready in a jiffy. Thank you for all your 
hard work. 

My sincere wish, as I leave this excellent 
institution, is that I have managed to mould 
boys into men of integrity, honesty, compassion 
and empathy and that I have instilled in them a 
driving desire to do everything possible to make 
the world a better place by uplifting those who are 
in dire straits. 

Yours in gratitude 

Marina Petrou 
Master in Charge
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world who lightens the burdens of another". 
These are words for our time too, as the Covid-19 

pandemic wreaked havoc on the ambitious plans 
that the Representative Council of Learners had 
for 2021. The council was looking forward to 
establishing the so-called "new normal" and 
getting back to hosting numerous functions and 
aiding the community in an incredible way that 
would make up for a lost 2020. But, as we now 
know, 2021 did not play along. We were forced to 
suspend some plans and completely scrap others 
as, sadly, the implementing of these plans was just 
not possible. 

However, in true Boys High fashion, we 
made do with what we had and sought to bring 
hope and light to a seemingly dismal situation. 
Although the RCL was not able to hold formal 
events as we were used to, we did hold several 
fundraisers throughout the year. These included 
four “civvies days” which raised over R5000 each 
and the council sold small lapel roses to celebrate 
Women's Month. The RCL also hosted and co-
ordinated the first-ever virtual RCL Fun Run which 
raised over R15 000 for charity. The success of this 
event would not have been possible without the 
help of the Phobians Running Club which aided 
us tremendously in terms of raising additional 
donations and spreading the word of this event to 
various members of Phobians and other running 
clubs. A special word of thanks must be given to 
the housemasters and tutors of the various houses 
who made this event into a mini competition and 
got as many boys to enter as possible. We were also 
very lucky to secure a sponsor to donate pizzas to 
the top three tutor groups with the most entrants. 
The winners of that competition were as follows, 
Rissik Form I, Matheson Form III and Sunnyside 
Form I. Very well-done, gentlemen! Thank you to 
everyone who helped to make this a success. 

Furthermore, the council made the school an 
even better place by representing all 1550 boys in 
the school. Many important issues were brought to 
the management’s attention, such as bullying and 
the school policy on certain subjects was discussed. 
The facilities were also improved by the member 
reporting faulty or worn down facilities or areas in 
the school. 

The council was able to assist many people and 
organisations struggling in our community. The 
RCL sponsored a matric boy at Boys High to write 

his Advanced Programme English examination 
as well as the training of two guide dogs by the 
South African Council for the Blind. In addition, 
the RCL bought some equipment needed by the 
Childhood Cancer Foundation (CHOC) for them 
to keep supporting children with cancer. We also 
sponsored a Christmas party for street children 
to bring some Christmas cheer to them and put a 
smile on their faces. We supported the Mapula 
Project which empowers women by teaching them 
how to embroider, sew and work with material 
and in turn gives them skills and a job. The Mapula 
Project makes embroidered canvases which they sell 
and then use the proceeds to help other women in 
impoverished communities. 

The year ended in sadness as we had to bid 
farewell to our long-serving master in charge, Mrs 
Marina Petrou. She has been a pillar of strength to the 
RCL and a fearless warrior in ensuring that as many 
people and organisations receive as much help as 
possible. Mrs Petrou put in countless hours of hard 
work to make sure that whatever the RCL did was 
a success and pushed every single RCL member to 
give his best. Not only did she make the community 
a better place, she made Boys High better and 
influenced so many boys over the years. We thank 
you so much for everything you have done, Ma'am; 
we appreciate it so much. May your future be richly 
blessed as you continue on your next adventure. We 
are saddened to lose such an asset. 

Although this year was frustrating simply because 
we wanted to do so much more, we were definitely 
not useless as we made an invaluable difference to 
those who were truly struggling and needed help. 
Anne Frank astutely commented that "No one ever 
became poor by giving!" and by the same token 
the council, as well as Pretoria Boys High School, 
became vastly wealthier by those whom we have 
helped.

To conclude, I would like to thank all those who 
served on the RCL this year and gave their best when 
serving their school. I wish the council all the best 
for the future and truly hope that 2022 is the year 
that the RCL comes back in full force. Never forget 
how much you can change the world by helping 
those who truly need it and what a true honour it 
is to use your privilege to support those who don't 
even have 1% of the privilege you do. 
 
Liam Gillesen 
Chairman 
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excited and somewhat apprehensive boys gathered 
in the main car park to board the bus to Kamoka to 
start their Bush School adventure.

With the restrictions the pandemic had placed 
on our lives in the past two years, it took 18 
months before permission to run camps again was 
finally granted by the Department of Education. 
Unfortunately it was not possible to offer the usual 
three week camps due to time available and limited 
numbers allowed. As a compromise and to let as 
many boys get to have the experience, four 10-day 
camps were fitted into Term 4. The boys could also 
choose to attend and ultimately 164 boys had a taste 
of what Bush School was about.

To ensure the safety of the boys and staff, 
everyone had to present negative Covid-19 antigen 
tests before departure, occupancy in the dorms was 
restricted to 50% and daily screening took place. 
As much of the normal programme was crammed 
into ten days, there was very little time to rest 
between activities. The boys were really pushed 
both physically and mentally but they took on the 
challenges with great enthusiasm.

The Mathematics staff did not come out, so 
parents had to leave letters for their boys in 
Reception before departure. The boys received their 
post just before the extended solitary which was 
shortened to 24 hours. The Dollar-a-Day experience 
and the long hike were also shortened. Not all the 
Polar Bear swims or Ostrich runs could be fitted in 
and due to time constraints, the Exploration Project 
did not happen.

The Wood Carry exercise, as always, proved to 
be the great leveller and showed who had true grit. 
Matthew Sigalas, Vishay Pillay, Simon Muyambo, 
Aiden van Straaten, Jordan Folscher, Phenyo Pilusa, 
Lephole Sefotho, Sebastian Spiwak and Michael 
Swanepoel each brought in more than 40 kilograms. 
The top three “Wood Carriers” were Ompfuna 
Tsanwani with 53kg, Jeron Hugo with 56,5kg and 
Stephen Adams with an impressive 59,5kg. In total 
over the four camps, the boys brought in more than 
four tons of firewood.

The Ostrich Runs and Time Trials were combined 
so the boys had no excuse not to get fit. The top 
times for the 4km run were achieved by Hiro Keet, 
Ruard Booysen, Luke Johnson, while Eddie van 
Driel’s time of 14 minutes and 37 seconds was the 
best for 2021.

A total of 86 boys tackled the Tough One 
Orienteering Challenge. Despite some of the teams 
getting lost and some struggling to find some of 
the waypoints, all the teams managed to complete 
the course within the five hour cut-off time. Team 

1.  Jack Tsanwani proudly showing the 53 kg log he brought in to win 
the Camp 3 wood carry challenge

2.  Time to reflect for James Sekete and Gaagakwe Matlala From Camp 3
3. Boys from Camp 4 enjoying their meagre dollar-a-day rations

1.

2.

3.
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and 56 minutes. 
The Bush School programme has proved to be 

an important aspect of leadership identification 
and development, even at this early stage in the 
boys’ High School journey. If one looks at the 
top leaders in the school over the past years, it is 
very noticeable that they all attained either the 
Challenge 100 or Spirit of Kamoka Award or both. 
Congratulations to the following for achieving 
Challenge 100. In Camp 1 – Thomas Gurnell, 
Tumelo Mahan, Ethan Rademeyer, Kian Rimmell 
and James Sherwood. In Camp 2 – Rein Arndt, 
Benjamin Cloete, Wim van Niekerk and Meiring 
van Zyl. In Camp 3 – Bryce Hicks-Roche, Tim 
Tattersall, Edmond Upton and Aiden van Straaten. 
In Camp 4 – Ruard Booysen, Cameron Davids and 
Jack Funston.

The following boys achieved the highest accolade, 
namely the Spirit of Kamoka Award. Camp 1 – 
Tumelo Mahan. Camp 2 – Jason Leslie. Camp 3 – 
Tim Tattersall and Camp 4 – Murray Rogers.

Even though the camps were shorter, the desired 
outcomes were largely achieved. Many of the boys 
in their report-backs spoke about not only the fun 
they had, but also about the profound effect the 
camps had on their personal development. Here are 
a few of their comments.

“It has really taught me to push myself and be 
more open-minded. The splitting up of dorms really 
meant a lot as, in only ten days, I have made some 
of my best new mates.” James Sherwood. Camp 1.

“It was an eye opening experience because when 
we’re at home we say we’re tired so many times and 
that we can’t continue. Here I personally learned to 
push myself.” Tebogo Mokoena. Camp 1.

“I realized how precious family really is and that 
you never know how long you’ll live so be kind to 
your loved ones. Yes, I learned that Wildebeests are 
buck.” Juvan Ellis. Camp 4.

“It has meant the world to me. I feel that I 
have grown as an individual. I have learned the 
importance of surrounding myself with people 
who encourage and push me. I have learned the 
importance of fitness and how it benefits my body.” 
Jonathan Le Roux. Camp 2. 

“The Bush School has had a good impact on my 
life. It taught me to be fearless and humble. This 
took me out of my comfort zone. Bush school was 
a thriller and a horror at times.” Itu Baloyi. Camp 3.

“It was an incredible learning experience. It has 
taught me important life skills that I can use further 
on in life. These include making pap and scrambled 
eggs.” Cameron Davids. Camp 4.

“Bush School has been an opportunity for me to 

1.  Jared Greef from Camp 2, taking a leap of faith at the waterfall jump
2.  Camp 2 boys taking a break during the three day hike
3.  Matthew Sigalas determined to get his log weighed in time during 

the camp / wood carry challenge

1.

2.

3.
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things like how I plan to live my life, what morals 
to practise, what to accept and what to avoid. 
Bush School has also been a way to measure my 
resilience.” Henry Smith. Camp 2.

“The Bush School was a good way of getting away 
from my family for ten days and to rely on myself 
and reflect on who I am. It was also a good way of 
getting closer to my peers and finding out their 
true characters. My perception of some people has 
definitely changed and this will change how I act 
when I return to school.” Ryan Thomson. Camp 4.

Finally, I would like to express my heartfelt 
gratitude to Team Kamoka for not only providing the 
infrastructure but in the assistance they give me in 
facilitating the programme and in so doing, creating 
a truly meaningful experience for the boys. Running 

four camps back-to-back is exhausting and the care 
and enthusiasm of the Kamoka staff remained the 
same throughout. My thanks are also extended to 
the professional staff and drivers from Coach Hire 
who made sure that the buses were always on time 
and that the boys were transported safely. A huge 
“Thank You” to Mrs Wallace for once more sorting 
out the post and to Mrs Stoltz for coming out to take 
photos and cut the discs for the boys. 

We know that Covid-19 is going to be part of our 
lives for a time to come. We can only hope that in 
2022 we will be allowed to return to the three week 
camps and that all the Form II boys can once more 
experience the magic that is Bush School.

Malcolm Armstrong
Bush School Co-ordinator

1.  Camp 2 boys, Jonathan le Roux, Edward van Driel, Jared Greef, Benjamin Cloete and Adam Isebeck start a Polar Bear swim under the watchful 
eye of Mr Baytopp

2.  Robert Hassenkamp struggling to keep still during the 30 hour solitary on Camp 4
3. Jack Funston making short work of the wood carry challenge during Camp 4

2.

1.

3.
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1.  Excited Camp 3 boys arrive to start their Bush School adventure
2.  Camp 4 boys enjoying making stick bread on the last night of the hike
3. Camp 4 boys making pizza
4. Elhanan Sakara showing his bush ball skills during the Camp 4 sport day
5. Wanga Ramana, Camp 3, about to bite down on a mopane worm

1.

2. 3.

4. 5.
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1.  The story of the Three Little Bears, Boys High version (Three 
enthusiastic supporters at the Parents’ Association stall during the 
winter season)

2.  How many Boys High boys does it take to change a wheel? Seemingly 
the answer is four: one to do the work and three to encourage him! 
(Mr van Wyk supervises work on Mrs Prinsen’s car)

3.  Boys’ balls and bottles (A small part of the accumulated items 
dropped behind the cupboards in the old music room over several 
decades)

4.  Some may agree with the sentiment expressed on the sign on the 
left! (The Second Master during a visit to a heliport with the 
Aeronautical Society)

1.

2.

3.

4.
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1.  Red Bull may give you wings, but mopani worms will give you an 
extra pair of hands! (Moloko Makgamatha at the Bush School tastes 
an African delicacy) 

2.  “This year’s award for best imitation snowman goes to Ricardo 
Adamson” (Ricardo Adamson at the Form II Bush School)

3.  “Mr H” is the only person around who can read that t-shirt without 
standing on his head! (The Headmaster chats to Mr Pretorius, 
an enthusiastic cyclist, during the Mountain Bike Race hosted at 
PBHS)

1.

2. 3.
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The matric class of 2020 was a special group in more 
than one sense. They were nineteen in number – a 
large music class. They had the difficult circumstances 
of Covid to deal with and yet in spite of this, they 
did the Music Department proud. There were no 
fewer than sixteen distinctions, seven of which were 

above 90%. The average was a remarkable 86%. The 
top performers were: Christof Joubert (98%), Unjoo 
Kim (95%), Felix Erken (94%), Julian Anderson-
Webbstock (92%), Brandon Robertson (92%), André 
de Bruyn (90%) and Michael Dunlop (90%). These 
are truly remarkable results. Congratulations!

Staff matters
Three new teachers started in the Music Department 
in 2021 due to some staff movements coupled with 
the retirement of Mr Jordaan. They are: Mr Gerrit 
Roos (Old Boy), part time guitar teacher; Mr Rikus 
Coetzee, full time saxophone teacher; Mr Petrus 
Meyer, GDE-appointed specialist music teacher 
teaching music literacy, piano and doing senior piano 
accompaniment. All three teachers slipped into their 
respective roles easily and have already made a 
positive impact on the boys and the Department.

The other music staff remained the same and 
continued their heroic teaching in another Covid-
infected year. These teachers are: Dr Niel van der 
Watt, Mr Philip Loots, Dr Mareli Stolp as full time 
teachers and Mrs Yvonne Reyburn, Ms Lorett van 
Zyl, Mrs Marike Prins, Ms Handri Loots, Mrs 
Lizet Smith, Ms Katia Sokolova, Mrs Shannon 
Armer, Ms Hendi Krog, Ms Denise Sutton, Mr 

Richard Kingon, Mr William Bishop and Ms Ailyn 
Nienaber as part-time teachers. Thank you for 
your hard work under difficult circumstances and 
for every extra musical mile that you walk with 
our boys. None of your extraordinary work goes 
unnoticed!

Big Band

Seated L–R: J van der Westhuizen, E Harvey, A de Bruin, Mr W Bishop (MIC), T Nako, R Snedden, J Speelman
First Row L–R: H Smith, Q Lin, D Kingon, T Skele, I Alusala, K Taljaard, A Bester, H Kim

Second Row L–R: R Booysen, C Behrens, E Steenekamp, N Hoffmann, J Pinetown, G de Kock, J Hugo
Third Row L–R: D Snyckers, D Obermeyer, B Steenekamp, S Rainsford

Hyukjoo Kim, Kehan Taljaard, Andreas Bester, Iloko Alusala – 
Saxophone Quartet
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Seated L–R: K Taljaard, M Taljaard, D Krause, S Holm, S Rainsford, J Hugo, J van der Westhuizen, A de Bruin, R Snedden, T Nako
Standing: J Plant, Dr N van der Watt (MIC)

Absent: N Pabst

Boys High Choir doing the shuffle dance
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The ABRSM instituted an alternate practical 
examination option for students worldwide 
consisting of a single-take recorded examination of 
four pieces at the required grade level. Many boys 
availed themselves of this opportunity and the Music 
Department provided two recording opportunities, 
one in May and a second one in October – much the 
same as the procedure was prior to 2020.

Ten boys entered and passed the ABRSM Grade 
7 practical examination, making them eligible 
for Half Colours, while twenty boys passed the 
Grade 8 practical examination. This excellent 
achievement, coupled with the required number 
of years-of-service to music at the school, resulted 
in the following boys receiving Full Colours for 
music in: Form V: Arno de Bruin, Loren Ehlers, 
Michael Matchett, Wandile Mvakali, Thato Nako, 
James Plant, Robert Snedden, Jurie-Kemp van der 
Watt, Douglas Yazbek and Hendry Zhang; Form 

IV: Graeme de Kock, Declan Hohls, Hyukjoo 
Kim, Ookame Loate, Daniel Obermeyer, Gerdian 
Taljarrd, Kehan Taljaard and Iloke Alwala; Form 
III: Markus Taljaard.

Loren Ehlers, in addition, fulfilled the criteria 
to be awarded Honours in music due to achieving 
a second place in an International Accordion 
Competition held in Italy. Congratulations on this 
fine achievement!

The school’s piano trio, consisting of Markus 
Taljaard (violin), Kehan Taljaard (cello) and Daniel 
Obermeyer (piano) won the U19 category of the 
SASMT’s National Ensemble Competition in 
September. The MIC is Dr Mareli Stolp and the 
school has been privileged to hear them perform on 
more than one occasion.

The ABRSM has also offered on-line theory 
examinations for the first time this year and eighteen 
boys entered and passed this gate-way examination. 

1.  A determined Cello Ensemble
2.  The School Choir giving thanks
3. The smart gentlemen from the Clarinet Ensemble

1.

3.

2.



The Pretorian 105

M
U

SI
C

 D
EP

A
R

TM
EN

TOrchestra

Seated L–R: M Matchett, M Mvakali, J Plant, D Yazbek, T Nako, JK van der Watt, Dr N van der Watt (MIC), L Ehlers (Leader), A de Bruin,  
J Pretorius, R Snedden, E Plint

First Row L–R: O Loate, Y Feng, C Arendse, A Isebeck, A Best, S Holm, R Van Nieuwenhuizen, P Ortner, D Du Preez, E Huyssen, D Hohls, H Kim
Second Row L–R: L Reddy, B Malan, A Bester, A Bellis, T Skele, J Hugo, E Steenekamp, B Steenekamp, N Botes, J Nortje, U Okonkwo, A Holdt

Third Row L–R: N Selby, C Behrens, M Taljaard, K Taljaard, G Taljaard, D Snyckers, D Obermeyer, S Rainsford, D Wesley-Smith, G de Kock
Absent: R Arndt, F Cooper, N Ehlers, M Louw, K Rimmel

1.  Part of the Dixie Band in pyjamas
2. The Harmonics with No 1 leading the way
3. Salon Boys in full swing

1. 2.

3.



The Pretorian106

Music
M

U
SI

C
 D

EP
A

R
TM

EN
T Music Groups 

In spite of the Covid circumstances, group music-
making flourished. At times teachers had to be 
innovative to keep the number of boys within 
the allowed minimum and sectional rehearsals 
were the preferred solution. Mr Bishop, MIC of 
the Big Band, even had special “masks” made for 
the instruments in the band – a cloth cover held in 
place by an elastic band covered the bell opening of 
the instruments. This meant that rehearsals could 
resume normally, though slightly muffled (not 
necessarily a bad thing)!

The groups that were active this year were many 
and varied: Symphony Orchestra (56), Big Band 

(24), Dixie Band (12), Clarinet Ensemble (8), Brass 
Choir (12), Trombone Quartet (4), Salon Boys (6), 
Boere Band (5), Cello Ensemble (6), String Quartet 
(4), Saxophone Quartet (4) Flute Ensemble (8), 
Flute Quartet (4), Guitar Quartet (4), Piano Trio (3). 
Apart from these, the matric class produced many 
and varied ensembles as part of their official matric 
programme. Most of these performed at assembly or 
on other special occasions.

It is a deliberate strategy of the Music Department 
to have as many performing groups as possible. It is 
through the act of making music together that the 
boys have the most fun, but also learn the most.

String Quartet

Seated L–R: D Obermeyer, C Behrens, O Loate, H Kim
Absent: Mrs K Sokolova (MIC)

Mr Petrus Meyer waiting in the wings Dr Mareli Stolp taking it all in
Mr William Bishop, Big Band conductor, 

extraordinaire
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Again, as in 2020, the music events were curtailed 
due to Covid circumstances. The Music Department, 
however, provided music for all school functions: 
Friday Assemblies, the Commencement Ceremony, 
Valediction and the special belated Farewell 
Assembly for Mr Tony Reeler. This auspicious 
occasion was held on 23 September and opened 
with a matric ensemble, consisting of Arno de Bruin 
(saxophone) and Loren Ehlers (accordion). The 
Piano Trio and the Choir performed. Later on the 
same day, at a cocktail function where the old music 
room was named in honour of Mr Reeler, the Salon 
Boys and the String Quartet performed to the great 
delight of the assembled guests. Some performances 
were given outside the school. The Big Band and 
the Dixie Band performed at the Old Boys Club on 
a Friday afternoon during happy hour. These were 
successful and well appreciated. The Salon Boys 
performed at one or two retirement homes to the 
great amusement of the inhabitants.

There were also Form Concerts for the FV group 
(3), FIV and FIII group (2 each) and a single concert 
for the FII and FI groups. These concerts were well 
attended by parents and friends and stressed the 
importance of live music-making in a context where 
just about everything has become virtual.

The two main musical events of the year were the 
Café Concert and the Staff Concert.

Due to the Covid-restriction, the Café Concert 
was presented to a smaller audience of just over 
100 people per night. The final night, however, was 
live-streamed which gave a unique opportunity 
to people who had never seen or experienced this 
vibrant concert, to do so in the on-line format. This 
bold experiment proved singularly successful and 
accolades flooded in from all over the world. The 
full programme is re-printed as part of this report. 
Boys had a great deal of fun and many outstanding 
performances were presented. Three matrics played 
solos with the Orchestra: Jurie-Kemp van der Watt 
(French horn), Loren Ehlers (accordion) and Eduard 
Plint (bag pipes). Congratulations and thank you for 
the music!

The other red-letter event was the Music 
Department staff concert held on 14 October. It 
is the first time in about eleven or twelve years 
that a staff concert has been presented. Most of 
the performances were ensemble-efforts with 
three brave souls featuring solos: Mr William 
Bishop (bass guitar), Mr Philip Loots (organ) 
and Mr Petrus Meyer (piano). The concert closed 
with a staff band playing an arrangement made 
especially for the occasion by Dr Niel van der 
Watt, called: “Liszt with a Twist”. Fun was had by 
all! The complete programme is printed as part of 
this report. 

Guitar ensemble

Seated L–R: I Wisniewski, J Schoon, C Brink, J Plant
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Seated L–R: Mrs L Smith (MIC), J Pretorius
First Row L–R: L Nkoana, A Isebeck, J Nortje, M Taljaard
Second Row L–R: A Holdt, G Taljaard, J Hugo, B Malan

Saxophone Quartet

Seated L–R: I Alusala, Mr R Coetsee (MIC), A Bester
First Row L–R: K Taljaard, H Kim

Trombone Sextet with Jeunbe drum

Piano Trio

Seated L–R: D Obermeyer, K Taljaard, M Taljaard, Dr M Stolp (MIC)

School Orchestra at the Café Concert



The Pretorian 109

M
U

SI
C

 D
EP

A
R

TM
EN

TConclusion
It is time to say thank you and goodbye to the fifteen 
matrics of 2021. You were amazing musical leaders 
and we are proud of all your achievements in and 
out of the classroom. Special congratulations to 
the Valediction Prize winners: Thato Nako, Loren 
Ehlers, James Plant, Jonathan Pretorius, Jurie-Kemp 
van der Watt, Robert Snedden and Arno de Bruin. I 
hope our times together have a special place in your 
memories, as they do in ours.

Thank you for the continued support of the 
school’s management, the parents and all the music 
staff. We have received countless donations from 
friends of the school: a grand piano (Mrs Doris 
Meyer), a double bass (Mr Hilton Webber), a guitar 
(Mr Owen Frisbee), a viola (Mrs Elaine Gray) and 
a large collection of music books and scores (Mrs 
Carole Newman). Thank you to all these music 
friends. Please be assured that these items will be 
put to full use.

And so, on with the music, never a dull moment 
… and many more amazing achievements!

Dr Niel van der Watt
Head of Department

1.  Big Band at the Old Boys’ Club
2. Big Band rehearsing under Covid protocol

3. School Orchestra: Solo Bag Pipes by Eduard Plint
4. Flute Ensemble in action

1.

2. 3.

4.
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Michelle Obama once said that the arts “define who 
we are as a people and provide an account of our history 
for the next generation”.

Our musical endeavours in 2021 highlight the 
truth of this statement. As a choir functioning under 
varying levels of pandemic madness, our songs bore 
testament to the need for expression and the sense of 
gratitude we felt for every moment we were granted 
to sing together. 

Being able to perform at the Café Concert was a 
huge privilege. The energy and excitement the boys 
poured into these performances made up, in part, 
for some of the enforced silence we had to endure 
in 2020. Another significant performance was the 
long-awaited Farewell Assembly for Mr Reeler. 
Here, for the first time, the choir performed “Pray 
for Me”. The intensity of the words, accompanied 
by the soulful renditions of the soloists made for an 
awesome performance. 

This favourite, along with the quintessentially 
Boys’ High anthem, “Brothers let us rise”, formed 
part of the musical offerings at the Valediction 

Ceremony and the Final Assembly. “Pray for 
Me” was also presented as an inspiring virtual 
performance that gained many views and shares on 
various social media platforms. 

The Boys’ High a capella singing group, the 
Harmonics, also had some opportunities to perform. 
In Term 1, they performed at the UPYC Soirée and 
the Café Concert series. They ended off the year 
with a stirring virtual performance of “I’m Still 
Standing”. 

Again, the songs reflect our history of 2021 and 
should someone from a future generation wish to 
know how we felt in these unpredictable times, 
they need only listen to “Pray for Me” and “I’m Still 
Standing”. We are grateful for the moments and the 
strength we have been granted, but we look forward 
to a time when our voices are not muted by masks 
and our musical expressions are unhindered by 
protocols. 

Dr J Robertson 
Master in Charge

Choir

Seated L–R: O Loate, T Chirozvi, K Marshall, J Fouché, J Kok, Dr J Robertson (MIC), A de Bruin (Head of Choir), J Speelman (Deputy Head of 
Choir), Mrs J de Meillon (MIC), P Wessels, H Zhang, D Yazbek, L Gillesen, S Idowu

First Row L–R: A Higa, A Nyangintsimbi, I Giyose, L Mathopa, N Kiabilua, L Nkoana, A Roussot, C Steenkamp, S Zotwane, K Xaba,  
R Modise, H Languza, Z Ndhlazi

Second Row L–R: H Ramagoma, O Sekano, J Van Wyk, M Guswani, H Uys, K Mokoena, B De Beer, O Garegae, C Abercrombie, L Sefotho,  
M Demana, S Mathe

Third Row L–R: L Malope, D Cilliers, B Malan, B Cloete, T Martino, G Mac Donald, A Bellis, H Smith, L Otto, M Grobler, T Ncube
Fourth Row L–R: T Skele, L Zondagh, G De Kock, T Raffieyudeen, L Matsiliza, R van der Ende, C Kok, M Merbold, U Biyongo, P Lindeboom

Daniël Obermeyer, Connor Behrens, Okoami Loate, Hyukjoo Kim – 
String Quartet

Christiaan Brink, Ivan Wisniewski, James Schoon, James Plant – 
Guitar Quartet
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Seated L–R: J Plant, Mr P Loots (MIC), L Ehlers
First Row L–R: A Isebeck, H Kim

Second Row L–R: B Malan, I Alusala

Flute Quartet

Seated L–R: M Matchett, Mrs H Loots (MIC), M Mvakali
First Row L–R: H Zhang, Y Krishna

1.  School Orchestra: French Horn solo by Jurie-Kemp van der Watt
2. Entertaining moments at the Café Concert
3. School Orchestra – conductor Dr Niel van der Watt’s best side

1.

2. 3.
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CAFÉ COVID

Sweet Dreams

Feelin' Good

September

BIG BAND - MR WILLIAM BISHOP

Mazel Tov

Little Brown Jug

CLARINET ENSEMBLE - MRS LIZET SMITH

Hymn for the Weekend

Viva la Vida

FLUTE ENSEMBLE - MS HANDRI LOOTS

Yesterday

Hallelujah

TROMBONE ENSEMBLE - MR WILLIAM BISHOP

Smells Like Teen Spirit

Hanañera from Carmen

CELLO ENSEMBLE - MRS KATIA SOKOLOVA

Lone Arranger Goes Sax Mad!SAXOPHONE QUARTET -  MR RIKUS COETSEE

Russian Medley

Jewish Medley

SALON BOYS - MRS PHILIP LOOTS

Gato Montes (Passadoble)

Billie Jean

GUITAR QUARTET -  MR GERRIT ROOS

In the Mood

Tin Roof Blues

Basin Street Blues

Laku Tshoni 'Langa

Breakfast in America

DIXIE BAND - DR NIEL VAN DER WATT

I'm Still Standing

Memories

or
Uptown Girl

HARMONICS -  MRS LHENTE-MARI PITOUT

Señorita

STRING QUARTET -  MRS KATIA SOKOLOVA

Andante from Symphony No 5        Jurie-Kemp van der Watt - French HornHungarian Dance No 5        Loren Ehlers - Accordion
Skye Boat Song         Eduard Plint - Bag Pipes

Over the Rainbow

La Forza del Destino

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA - DR NIEL VAN DER WATT

Haya'simbonanga

Mangisondele/Nearer My God
In My Blood

I Get Around

SCHOOL CHOIR -  MRS LHENTE-MARI PITOUT &
MR PETRUS MEYER
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TMusic Department Staff Concert – 14 October 2021

Programme

1. Philip Loots & Petrus Meyer  Prelude in a Classic Style  Organ: G Young
         Piano: N v d Watt
2. Handri Loots & Gerrit Roos  Suite: San Telmo   M Pujol
3. Shannon Armer & Mareli Stolp Adagio & Allegro   R Schumann
4. Ailyn Nienaber & Yvonne Reyburn Ach, ich fühl's   W.A. Mozart
5. Lizet Smith & Petrus Meyer  Rietery (Reed-ride)  N v d Watt
6. Rikus Coetsee & Mareli Stolp  Arabesque   J Watson
     (On a theme by Debussy)
7. Marike Prins & Yvonne Reyburn Polka    F Gregora 
8. Katia Sokolova & Mareli Stolp  Sevdana    G Zlatev-Cherkin
9. William Bishop   Sedition in Orange  W Bishop
10. Rikus Coetsee, Petrus Meyer & Libertango   Piano: A Piazzolla
 Yvonne Reyburn       Saxophone: N v d Watt
11. Philip Loots    Finale    J Bonnet
12. Richard Kingon, William Bishop Pastorale   E Ewazan 
 & Mareli Stolp
13. Handri Loots & Petrus Meyer Tango Etude No 3  Flute: A Piazzolla
         Piano: N v d Watt
14. Lizet Smith, Rikus Coetsee  Allegretto Grazioso  F Mendelssohn 
 & Yvonne Reyburn
15. Petrus Meyer   Galaxy Suite   P Meyer 
16. Staff Ensemble   Liszt with a Twist  F Liszt et al, arr. N v d Watt

Thank you for all your support of the Music Department at PBHS!
Thank you to the music staff for presenting this concert!

Mr Phillip Loots standing by for any 
eventuality

Mr William Bishop taking charge of the Big Band
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Seated L–R: J van der Westhuizen, R Snedden, Mr P Loots (MIC), T Nako, JK van der Watt
First Row L–R: Q Lin, E Steenekamp, D Kingon, S Holm
Second Row L–R: B Steenekamp, C Behrens, S Rainsford

Cello Ensemble

Seated L–R: B Cloete, D Hohls, Mrs K Sokolova (MIC), M Robertson, N Botes
First Row L–R: K Taljaard, D Obermeyer, A Bester
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THarmonics

Seated L–R: H Zhang, K Marshall, A de Bruin, J Speelman, D Yazbek, L Gillesen
First Row L–R: B Malan, B Cloete, T Skele, O Sekano, O Loate

Second Row L–R: C Abercrombie, S Idowu, J Kok, C Kok

Trombone Ensemble

Seated L–R: J van der Westhuizen, Mr W Bishop (MIC), T Nako
First Row L–R: J Hugo, S Holm



The Pretorian116

C
U

LT
U

R
A

L 
A

C
TI

V
IT

IE
S

Inter-House Play Festival
NIGHT 1: 31 MAY

Town
Solomon

Sunnyside

NIGHT 2: 2 JUNE
Armstrong
Hofmeyr
Matheson

Rissik

NIGHT 3: 4 JUNE
Abernethy

School
Arcadia

Festival Organisers:
Festival Director: Joni Jones 

Stage manager: Veronica Pieterse 
Front of House: Elena Fratini 

Master of Ceremony: Kyle Marshal and Tinotenda Chirozvi
Sound and lighting team: 

Henno Pretorius 
Willem Truter 

Nkosinathi Mnguni, Khanimamba Hlungwani, Matome Shai, Kgotso Thobejane
Siyanda Mjoli, Abelerona Buys, Jasper Lutwama and Michael Tabane

Make-up: Anli van Straaten and Jeanne de Meillon 

House Play Festival Awards
The individual awards: 
• Best Supporting Actor: This is a 

shared award between Etienne du 
Preez as Pablo (Solomon House) and 
Kian Kurz as Batman (School House) 

• Best Supporting Actress: Kai Bakker 
and Tshire Hlongwane and the “mean 
girls” (Abernethy House) 

• Due to the large amount of last 
minute casting due to Covid related 
isolation of certain cast members, the 
adjudicators decided to acknowledge 
the Best Understudy. This award goes 
to Kyle Marshall as the “mom-coach” 
(Hofmeyr House) 

• Best Actor in a Lead Role: Marciano de 
Oliveira as Dean Wilde (Hofmeyr House) 

• Best Actress in a Lead Role: Adam 
Prinsloo as Miss CookieMoer 
(Matheson House) 

• Best Director: This is a shared 
award between Ofentse Modisane 
(Solomon House) and Jason Visser 
(Armstrong House) 

The top 5 placings of the houses: 
• 5th place: Sunnyside 
• 4th place: Abernethy 
• 3rd place: School 
• 2nd place: Hofmeyr
• 1st place and winner of the Best Play 

Award: Solomon 
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Murder at The Strip is about a popular school 
boy, Mallory, who is killed at “The Strip”, a well 
know area that contains several clubs and bars, 
by an unknown Masked Man. Two detectives are 
called to investigate the crime scene and solve the 
murder. Mallory’s friends, who were with him on 
the night of his demise, lack faith in the detective’s 
ability to solve his murder and decide to take it 
into their own hands. During the course of the 
group’s investigation things go horribly wrong. 
The detectives are certain that the killer is one of 

the people closest to Mallory. The detectives are 
told of the group’s interactions and relationship 
with one another. They are shocked, however, 
to discover that the murderer is not the person 
they assumed it to be. Led through a web of lies, 
they are horribly deceived, which results in the 
investigation being a complete disaster. The play 
details the extreme pressure of life on teenagers 
that forces them to either conform to or rebel 
against societal norms. Often resulting in them 
preforming inconceivable actions.
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STown House: Murder at The Strip 

Director and Writer: Liam Gilleson 
Teacher in Charge: Jeanne Prinsloo 

CAST: 
Terence Jenkings – Iwin and the Masked Man 
Murendeni Masibigiri – Emil 
Keanin Kamp – Buffy 
Lutho Jara – Mallory 
Datis du Preez – Ross 
Damien Stroebel – Detective Apollo 
Sphe Siyaya – Detective Barret
Jaden Botha – Tiffany 
Mukondeni Masibigiri – Bar tender 
Jaydon Wills – Extra 
Ndiphiwe Ntlati – Extra

CREW
Stage manager – Luca Radmanovik 
Lights and Sound – Jonathan Chittenden 
Stage hand – Braxton Rivers 
Stage hand – Oliver Smythe 

Stage hand – Botlhale Sechele 
Stage hand – Inganakho Giyosa 
Stage hand – Omphile Kagiege 
Stage hand – Reatlilwe Modise
Stage hand – Onalerona Sechele

The cast members of Town House’s Play – Murder on the Strip

Keanin Kamp and Jaden Botha Jaden Botha and Keanin Kamp
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Inter-House Play Festival

This play is about four best friends who loaned 
R7 000 from a crime lord who is the mafia boss of 
the Despacito's. The four boys loaned the money 
so that they can throw a massive house party at 
Lenny's house, since he is home alone. Things go 
wrong when they lose the money and are not able 
to pay the mafia boss. The crime lord gets angry 
as the money is long overdue. He then decides to 
take matters into his own hands. The boys fear for 

their lives as the mafia boss is known for making 
people disappear. This is when they decide to rob 
the local cafe. They used to spend all their time 
at this shop but right now they are desperate 
and cannot think of a better and easier job. Little 
do they know that the cashier of the shop has a 
loaded gun under the desk and all they have is toy 
pistols. The story is told by Lenny as he and his 
best friends are getting arrested. 

Solomon: What went wrong today?

Director: Reaorata Ofentse Modisane
Teacher in Charge: Simphiwe Petros 
Writer: Michael Tabane

CAST: 
Lenny – Michael Tabane
Mike – Edward van Greunen
Richard – Liam Rowse
Adam – Junior Ngwenyama 
Victor Dos Santos – Sebastian Rainsford
Rambo – Jefferey Singo
Pablo – Etienne Du Preez
Cashier – Thando Martino

EXTRAS
Officer 1 – Piletjie Mailula
Officer 2 – Joshua Engelbrecht
Officer 3 – Lehlogonolo Phetla
Officer 4 – Jesse Pretorius
Witness 1 – Tshepang Ngoetjana
Witness 2 – Vulombe Mabobo
Witness 3 – Abethu Qekema

CREW and EXTRAS:
Assistant Director – Sechaba Mathe
Script editors – Michael Tabane and  
Thando Martino
Stage Managers – Siphesihle Mfene,  
Amahle Nkosi and Piletjie Mailula
Backstage – Luyanda Khumalo
Stage hand – Benjamin Bowden
Stage hand – Ruben van Rooyen
Stage hand – Londumuzi Dungeni
Stage hand – Landa Matomane 

1.  Piletjie Mailula (back) and Michael Tabane playing 
their roles during the winning Inter-House play.

2.  ‘Back in 5’. Thando Martino giving us a break.
3.  Etienne du Preez, Sebastian Rainsford and Jeffrey 

Singo looking mean during the Inter-House play 
festival.

1.

2.

3.
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7 Ways to Survive the End of the World involves 
a group of friends with an extremely low IQ. It 
involves your cliché "Apocalypse" idea with 
scenarios so dumb and far-fetched that they 
end up working. Led by Bob, Dylan, Megan and 

Pippa, you will travel a journey of dry humour 
and satire as you are taken on a mission to survive 
the ‘unsurvivable’.

Sunnyside: 7 Ways to survive the end of the world

Director: Marcus Moen
Teacher in Charge: Nikki Kock 

CAST: 
Narrators – Daniel Manley and Matthew van Zyl
Pippa – Qhawe Magwevana
Megan – Bukho Rapiya
Dylan – Lloyd Donaldson
Bob – Rudo Van Diemen
Newscaster 1 – Moreshan Soobramaniyeno
Newscaster 2 – Karabo Semenya
Asteroid – Malachi Moropa
Cloudy Storm – Moreshan Soobramaniyeno
Google Home – Qhawe Magwevana
Alexa – Qhawe Magwevana
Killer Machine 1 – Shane September
Killer Machine 2 – Malachi Moropa
Scientist – Karabo Semenya
Assistant – Moreshan Soobramaniyeno
Voice – Gomolemo Matsapola
Nuclear Armageddon – Gomolemo Matsapola
Brilliant Doctor 1 – Malachi Moropa
Brillant Doctor 2 – Moreshan Soobramaniyeno

Sunnyside cast basking in the cheers and raves from the crowd after an 
amazing performance

Sunnyside cast demonstrating survival strategies during an 
impending apocalypse

Qhawe Magwevana and Rudo van Diemen playing 
the part of a loving couple in the adapted play “7 

Ways to Survive the End of the World”
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When everyone’s entire world is turned upside 
down after hearing a sudden announcement, 
what do we do? We face the challenge head-on; 
we smile through the adversity and we develop as 
people through the journey, because “we are South 
Africans”. The story simulates what would happen 
if parents were to become teachers for a community 
school and how they, as different people, handle the 
difficult situations and difficult children. This play is 
based on parents who DID teach their communities’ 
children in a small town in the United States of 
America. 

We are introduced to a competent Mayor, who 
loves his own voice, followed by a group of parents 
who are members of the school governing body. 
The story demonstrates how we have handled the 
obstacles thrown at us during the Covid pandemic 
and some of the ridiculous situations in which we 
have found ourselves. We reflect on how fortunate 
some of us were when our teachers carried on 
teaching. While Covid and lockdown has been 
devastating for the economy and our people, we like 
to think that with a little hope and laughter we can 
get through it. 

Armstrong: Home-Schooled 

CAST: 
Mayor Mofokeng – Sami Woldesadie
Teresa – Bulelani Magadla
Kwame – Sakhile Basi
Clown Izaan – Sharan Singh
Lerato – Kagiso Molomo
U-jinn – Hyukjoo Kim
Grandma – Trystyn Govender
Debbie – Cody Steenkamp
Dr. Ngulele – Ntokoto Ngulele 
Drill Sergeant Johan – Marsel Grobler
Daria – Hlombe Langura
Ian – Eric Du Plessis
Luke – Matthew Meyer
Erica – Azanda Nyangintsimbi
Graeme – Graeme De Kock
Roberta – Lesedi Nkoana

CREW: 
Stage Manager – Nicholas Pieterse 
Stage hand – Kutlwano Dimpane
Stage hand – Michael Van Jaarsveld
Stage hand – Ethan Govender

1.  Sami Woldesadie as the town mayor, after announcing the start of a 
hard lockdown

2.  Bulelani Magadla, Sharan Singh and Sakhile Basi showing the 

frustrations of frustrated parents having to teach their own children
3.  Lesedi Nkoana, Hlombe Languza, Kagiso Molomo, Cody Steenkamp 

and Azanda Nyangintsimbi, fully kitted out for their roles

1.

2. 3.



The Pretorian 121

C
U

LT
U

R
A

L 
A

C
TI

V
IT

IE
S

Mr Fitzgerald has entrusted Dean Wilde to direct 
the Annual Play. Since the year has been tough for 
the school, “Romeo and Juliet” was chosen, as the 
presence of girls would help boost the boys’ morale. 
With the help of Chris Fitzgerald, Dean holds 
auditions as he has to start with the rehearsals the 

following day. Much to their dismay, the actors who 
show up are not very good. They see the worst and 
strangest auditions on earth. Throughout the search 
for the perfect actors, Chris has to handle his uncle’s, 
Mr Fitzgerald, personal issues too. Will they find the 
perfect Romeo and Juliet?

Hofmeyr: Bad auditions by bad actors

Director and Writer: Pedran Wessels 
Teacher in Charge: Suzette Hayward 

CAST: 
Dean Wilde – Marciano de Oliveira
Chris Fitzgerald – Yuvish Krishna
Mr Fitzgerald – Taariq Raffieyudee
Melissa de Klerk – Dylan Maphike
Coach – Pedran Wessels
Onthatile Khumalo – Nikwa Msomi

Richard Dickenson – Benjamin Malan
Cat – Milan Mienie
Johannes van der Westhuizen – Crouse Louw
Megan McAllistar – Dean Cilliers
Stage hands – Omatla Bokaba, Nathan Kiabilua, Lincoln 
Coenraad

CREW: 
Stage manager: Alex McKay 

1.  Nathan Kiabulua, Omatla Bokaba, Lincoln Coenraad, Pedran 
Wessels, Dylan Maphike, Dean Cilliers, Taariq Raffieyudeen, 
Benjamin Malan made up the majority of the cast in 2021

2.  Dean Cilliers looking into the eyes of the audience 
3.  Milan Mienie during House plays

1.

2. 3.
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Changes and additions to the school detention 
system allow boys to appeal detentions, should 
they feel the detentions were issued unfairly. The 
Department of Detention Appeals is notoriously 
apathetic and severely understaffed, which results 
in much frustration. It seems like the boys are 
doomed to repeat the endless cycle of incorrect 
forms, systems being offline and frequent tea times 
and lunch breaks at crucial moments. Perhaps there 
is a light at the end of the tunnel. Perhaps they might 
just catch a break.

Perhaps…

Matheson: The Appeal

Director and Writer: Owethu Nkomo
Teacher in Charge and Editor: Jancke Nell 

CAST: 
Adam Prinsloo – Ms Koekemoer 
Henry Smith – Mrs Bradley
James Botha – Mr Archibald 
Luca Mosca – Mr Short
James Maherry – Mr Geldenhuys 
Kefentse Lepota – Tyler
Kgotso Malatji – Lihle
Connor Porter – Connor
Andreas Bester – Jade
Bradley Riekert – Connor's Dad 
Nifemi Abioye – Jack 
Marc de Wit – Josh 
Justin du Toit – Jazz 
Tiego Mokhele – David 
Benji Breytenbach – John 
Lutho Mahanjana – Uncle Cyril

CREW
Stage hand – Rethabile Sibakwane
Stage hand – Reuben van der Ende
Stage hand – Andile Kharibe
Stage hand – Wandile Kharibe
Stage hand – Unathi Nkomo
Stage hand – Ashton Marais
Stage hand – Dylan Crous
Stage hand – Michael Swanepoel
Stage hand – Bokang Matle
Stage hand – Paballo Raphela

1.  Teacher Luca Mosca sanitising the detention students 
with hand sanitiser

2.  Some learners getting a stern talking to by their 
teacher during “The Appeal”

3.  Kgotso Malatji and Kefentse Lepota looking bemused

2.

1.

3.
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This drama outlines the struggles that a teenager 
faces. The stressful circumstances and often 
depressing moments are represented. David is the 
main character in this drama and when times seem 
to be impossible to overcome, out of the blue, he is 
met by a consciousness which helps him understand 
and revaluate the value of his life. His consciousness 

helps identify what happened in the past that made 
him feel this way. The play goes back in time to 
multiple life changing events where David has been 
left disappointed. The play shows us how David 
reflects and relives these experiences as he works 
towards understanding and loving himself more 
than ever before.

Rissik: Never Alone

Director and writer: Siyakha Diyasi
Teacher in Charge: Melissa Rust 

CAST:
David (fully grown, main) – Sam Howard
Young adolescent David – Jaxon Martinez 
Teenage David – Cole Williams
Gestalt (David's conscience) – Khaya Mkize
Father (Ian) – William Olivier
Mother (Donn) – Michael Paliam
Crush – Cameron Williams
Crush's friend – Nicolas Bettman
Ex-Girlfriend – Travis Cottrell
Jock – Tabang Mhpela
Jocks friend – Amanda Mpanza

CREW: 
Assistant director and set designer – Ross Labuschagne 
Stage Manager – Murray Rogers

1.  The Rissik House cast for the Inter-House Play Festival 
during 2021

2.  William Olivier and Michael Paliam in their roles of 
husband and wife 

3.  Sam Howard and Khaya Mkhize in action during the Rissik 
House Play 

1.

2.

3.
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Inter-House Play Festival

The Abernethy House play for June 2021 follows 
a matric Pretoria Boys High School student, who 
is in search of love, friendship and confidence, 
but most importantly, a date to the matric dance. 
As Alex undergoes this conquest for love, he will 
try different things to help himself. Alex finds his 
life turned upside down as he battles the stress 

of exams and the heartbreak of being catfished 
on a dating site. Alex even finds himself getting 
ridiculed by a game show host with a vey 
“interactive” crowd. Will his efforts in searching 
for “the one” pay off for him, or is he just missing 
what is right in front of him? Find out in the 
Abernethy House play, on June 4th!

Abernethy: No Ordinary Stereotype 

Director and Writer: Raoul Mahabeer 
Teacher in Charge: Nivesh Kowlasser 

CAST:
Mother – Kamva Kenqu
Alexander – Vusi Hlubi
Ryan – James Pletschke
Jarryd – Andre Duvenhage
Olivia – Kai Bakker
Jessica – Connor Magill
Presenter – Kalala Shabani
Sign Guy 1 – Mihir Mahabeer
Sign Guy 2 – Lethabo
Siri – Tshire Hlongwane
Tinder girl 1 – Justin Solomons 
Tinder Girl 2 – Graham Krooden

CREW:
Assistant Director – Damola Yussuf

1.  ‘Always be in character!!’
2.  Vusumuzi Hlubi contemplating his place in the universe.
3.  Kamva Kenqu owning his role as the fashionable Mother.

2.

3.1.
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Jerry arrives late for his first Covid Support 
Group meeting. All seems normal until the other 
members of the support group start sharing their 
daily struggles. FRANK’s father is always down 
in the basement busy behind closed doors with all 
sorts of chemical concoctions. Alex drinks alone, in 
particular only at night, while WOLFgang shaves 
frantically but his beard grows back within in a day 
and he loses time. Never mind BRUCE who sweeps 

in and tries to save the day. Do not forget about TJ, 
Jarryd or Dr Stevens. Rather come find out what 
their stories are for yourself and do not forget our 
motto: no healing without dealing! You are cordially 
hereby invited to join the Covid Support Group, 
after all, all are welcome. 

The real question lurking in your mind should be: 
what kind of monster is Jerry?!

Perhaps…

School: No healing without dealing 

Director: Leroi de Wet
Teacher in Charge: Yvette Welthagen

CAST:
Radovan Dolezal – Alexander
Kian Kurz – Bruce Wayne (Batman)
Mathew Meise – Frank Smith
Luke Zondagh – Dr Stephens
Slade Hatton-Jones – Wolfgang
Lesedi Mokobaki – TJ
Kian Rimmel – Jerry
Kolisele Xaba – Jarryd

CREW:
Stage hand – Shane Webber 
Stage hand – Francois Cooper
Stage hand – Jordan Minter
Stage hand – Trent Rodseth

1. The School House cast – well done on your performance, gentlemen
2. Kian Kurz van der Linde – our Batman
3. Lesedi Mokobaki in recovery

2.

1.

3.
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Inter-House Play Festival

Everyone thinks they know what happened on the 
day of the fire. An ensemble of schoolboys are forced 
to come to terms with the effect that a devastating fire 
at school has on their lives. As the inner workings of 
high school social dynamics are exposed, the truth 
slowly unravels. Everyone feels the heat, but who 
is guilty? 

Arcadia – Fire Alarm

Director: Arno de Bruin
Adapted by Arno de Bruin from “Fire Exit” 
by Stacie Lents
Teacher in Charge: Charlene Mentz 

CAST:
Luke – Aleks Sik
Chase – Ofentse Sekano
Josh – Lebogang Phasha
Tyler – Thato Nako
Gerald – Ryan John
Bobby – Robert Snedden
Headmaster – Arno de Bruin

1.  Lebogang Pasha addresses the audience
2.  Ryan John in action
3.  The cast of the 2021 Arcadia House Play

1.

2.

3.
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hopeful that we would see a return to the various 
gatherings and contests we look forward to each year. 
Our hopes were dashed fairly early into the year when 
the Pipe Bands Association took the decision to put all 
planned events for 2021 on hold indefinitely.

When school sports opened up, we began to 
arrange a private contest with Jeppe Boys that was 
scheduled to take place at the same time as the 
winter fixtures on one of the early winter sports 
season weekends. After much organisation and 
excitement for both bands to finally compete in a 
physical event, both schools were forced to cancel 
all fixtures the day before due to a cluster outbreak 
of Covid cases at our school.

We continued to participate in virtual events for 
the first half of the year but the decision was taken 
halfway through the year not to enter any more 
virtual competitions. One of the best aspects about 
competing in band and solo contests is the interaction 
with other individuals. The virtual contests were 
leaving many of our band members despondent 
and unmotivated. It was a striking reminder of 
how much of our involvement in group activities is 
driven by our need to connect with others.

Fortunately, we were able to substitute our usual 
focus on competition readiness with other, more 
constructive ventures. The band was involved in 
what I am sure will be the first of many collaborations 
with the Big Band and the Gum Boot Dancers in 
the form of a combined performance of “The Lion 
Sleeps Tonight”. Not only was this performance a 
big hit with the school and larger community, it was 
an important opportunity for our band members 
to have fun. I would like to thank Mr Nixon and 
Mr Bishop for arranging the music and being the 
passionate driving force behind the performance.

Another such venture, and the highlight of 2021 
for me, was the celebration of the 50th Anniversary 

of the band’s formation. With the band having been 
formed and first performing in 1971, thanks to the 
hard work and vision of Mr Peter Digby, 2021 was a 
milestone for the band. We were forced to wait until 
October to celebrate when restrictions were eased to 
a point that would allow for an adequate event to 
mark the occasion.

A special Pipe Band Assembly was held on the 
morning of the 1 October. Rain on the morning 
of the event forced us to move the assembly 
inside the Desmond Abernethy Hall at the last 
minute, rather than having the assembly at the 
front of the school as is tradition. Fortunately, the 
recently increased capacity of the Abernethy Hall 
allowed the assembly to proceed. The school, staff 
and guests of the band were entertained by the 
current school band as well as an Old Boys band 
comprised of various Old Boys from the last fifty 
years. We were fortunate to have Mr Steve Collins, 
the founding Pipe Major of the band, as well as Mr 
Dick Voorendyk, the band’s first Drum Major, as 
members of this band. The Right Reverend Alan 
O’Brien, former bandmaster and long serving staff 
member of the school, presided over the devotional 
side of the assembly. 

Rt Revd. O’Brien’s choice of biblical verse and 
message complemented the proceedings in a way 
that only a former bandmaster turned man of the 
cloth, could achieve.

Mr Collins very kindly addressed the school on the 
history of the band, giving insights on its formation 
and paying tribute to the many individuals that 
have selflessly given of their time and energy year 
after year to keep the band going. Thanks to the live 
stream of the assembly, many of the past tutors and 
bandsmen that Mr Collins mentioned were able to 
hear his address and words of gratitude. We remain 
grateful to Mr Collins for travelling from Kynsa to 
be present at the occasion.

Pipe Band

Recording "Amazing Grace" at Loch Armstrong for the Bloom Campaign



The Pretorian 129

C
U

LT
U

R
A

L 
A

C
TI

V
IT

IE
SThe proceedings were concluded with a combined 

performance of the current school band and the 
Old Boys band. The result was something hard to 
describe: a powerful rendition of “Amazing Grace” 
given by such a large band left many audience 
members moved.

Sadly, Mr Peter Digby was unable to attend the 
event due to bad health. Shortly after the assembly Mr 
Digby passed away. It is clear from talking to Old Boys 
of the band from Mr Digby’s time, that we owe him a 
debt of gratitude for forming and running the band for 
close to half of its existence. I hope we will continue to 
honour his memory through the success of the band.

I thank all the band tutors for their continual 

hard work and dedication under very difficult 
circumstances. Mr Jeremy Coutts, Mr Bryton-
Crofton-Ball and Mr Frans Coetzee consistently gave 
up their time to assist us in ensuring that the Boys 
High Pipe Band was able to persevere in the face of 
challenging circumstances. I would like, once again, 
to thank Mr Angus Nixon for his absolute devotion 
and dedication to the band. Mr Nixon remains one 
of the pillars of strength that the future of our band 
is being built on.

I would like to wish our matric band members 
well for the future and thank them for their years 
of service to the band. Eduard Plint (Pipe Major), 
Matthew Kingsley (Pipe Sergeant), Sphe Siyaya, 

Seated L–R: Mr J Orr (Band Master), S Siyaya, E Plint (Pipe Major), M Meyer (Drum Sergeant), M Kingsley (Pipe Sergeant), Mr A Nixon 
(Juvenile Band Tutor)

Standing L–R: T Jenkings, Mr B Crofton-Ball (Piping tutor), G Taljaard, C Driescher

Mr M Lawther, Mr G Lloyd and Mr E Zietsman perform as members 
of the Old Boys’ Band.

Mr A Nixon leads the combined school and Old Boys’ band in 
performing “Highland Cathedral”
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Drummer) worked tirelessly for the band without 
much prospect of reward. It has been a privilege 
to have band members with such dedication. In 
bidding farewell to Matthew, we are also saying 
farewell to Mrs Pearl Meyer. Mrs Meyer has selflessly 
given of her time to the band for over eight years, 
having had three of her children as members of it. 
I do not think another band parent has ever come 
close to matching the hours of work she put into the 
band and, in particular, the planning of the annual 
Highland Gathering.

Looking to 2022, I remain hopeful that we will be 
able to participate in traditional band contests. We 
have our work cut out for us to ensure the future of 
the band’s success. 

James Orr 
Master in Charge

1.  The school band marches in for their performance at the 50th 
Anniversary celebration

2.  Right Reverend Alan O'Brien, former Band Master, takes the 
devotional side of the 50th Anniversary assembly

3.  Mr S Collins, Mr J Orr (Band Master), Mr G Delany and Mr 
R Delany form the front rank of the Old Boys band at the 50th 
Anniversary assembly

4.  A Friday afternoon performance at the Pretoria High School Old 
Boys’ Club

1.

4.

2. 3.
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assembly to celebrate the 50th anniversay of the PBHS 
pipe band.

It is a real privilege to be invited to be part of the 50th 
anniversary celebrations of the Pipe Band this morning. 
Thank you, that at this Friday Assembly where we focus 
on the golden anniversary of the Pipe Band, I can lead 
the Bible reading and share a short message.

Listen to the words of psalm 100: Make a joyful 
noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with 
gladness! Come into his presence with singing! Know 
that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we 
are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 
praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name! For the 
Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and 
his faithfulness to all generations.

Today, is day of celebration. We celebrate with 
joy and gratitude what the Pipe Band has meant to 
this school community over the past fifty years. The 
band is a valued and integral part of the life of this 
illustrious school. It was Moses in the Book of Exodus 
who was asked what he was holding in his hand, and 
he replied, “A staff”. We can see very clearly what the 
members of the Pipe Band are holding in their hands. 

So, gentlemen, what are you holding in your 
hands? What is that gift or talent which you are 
holding in your hand and which you must share with 
this school community? There are numerous activities 
in the school where you can find your place in the 
sun. The Pipe Band has enabled countless boys for 
over fifty years to use their God-given talent to make 
music and bring joy to the hearts of many. Despite 
what the purists say, the Pipe Band does make a 
joyful noise! No matter where one is, when one hears 
the swirl of the pipes and the beating of the drums, 
one’s foot begins to tap and one’s heart starts to beat 
more strongly. This morning we come into God’s 
presence, not with singing, but with the sounds of the 
pipes and drums. It is a joyful celebration.

Today, is also a day of thanksgiving. The psalmist 
tells us to “enter his gates with thanksgiving…” We 
give thanks that fifty years ago, almost to the day, 
the school saw the band parade in front of the school 
buildings for the first time, in full regalia, wearing the 
Leslie tartan, the tartan of the then Headmaster, Mr 
Desmond Abernethy. We give thanks for the vision 
of the founding bandmaster, Mr Peter Digby, whose 
energy and enthusiasm led to the formation of the 
band. It is sad that due to ill health he is not able to be 
present with us on this auspicious day. We give thanks 
for the founding tutors and the many tutors who are 
present today, who have led the band to great heights 
over many years. The founding piping tutor, Mr Pipey 
Watters was a member of the Black Watch. He piped 

1.  The Boys High Band performs at the 50th Anniversary celebration
2.  Matthew Meyer receives an award from Mr Steve Collins, the first 

Pipe Major of the band
3.  Mr Nixon leads the pipe corps in joining the Big Band for a 

rehearsal of "The Lion Sleeps Tonight"
4.  The band's display for prospective learner pipers and drummers 

before the Commencement Ceremony

1.

4.

3.

2.
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Wits is a remarkable university that 
is internationally distinguished for its 
excellent research, high academic 
standards and commitment to social 
justice. Wits remains in the top 1%
(from about 25 000 universities 
worldwide). 2020/2021 Global Rankings. 

In 2022 we celebrate 100 years of 
this great institution. Take your next 
steps in life with us.

Experience Wits. For Yourself.

For more information visit
www.wits.ac.za
wits100.wits.ac.za/

WITH WITS,
YOUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT
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1.  Members of the band perform at the Somerville Pavilion for an Old 
Boys’ reunion luncheon

2.  A performance by the band at the Pretoria High School Old Boys’ Club
3.  Mr J Orr (Band Master) delivers his address to the school
4.  Mr D Voorendyk, first Drum Major of the band, leads the Old Boys’ 

band into the Desmond Abernethy Hall
5.  Pipe Major Eduard Plint marches the band into the Desmond 

Abernethy Hall for their 50th Anniversary celebration
6.  Members and tutors of the band perform for the Form Is and their 

parents shortly before the Commencement Ceremony

1.

2. 3. 4.

5. 6.

The Most Improved Piper:   Terence Jenkings (South 
African Scottish skean dhu)

The Most Improved Drummer:  Matthew Meyer (Winterbottom 
Memorial Dirk)

Efficiency Awards to individuals that show a dedicated 
approach to their instrument and the band:
Piper’s Efficiency:  Matthew Kingsley
Drummer’s Efficiency:  Sphe Siyaya
Paula Whitehead Cup:   Matthew Meyer (most 

dedicated bandsman)
Peter Cater Memorial Dirk:  Eduard Plint (for the 

bandsman that displayed 
exceptional leadership skills)

his regiment into the Battle of El Alamein during the 
Second World War. We give thanks to the founding 
members of the band, some of whom are present today. 
We give thanks to succeeding members of the band and 
the present members, who are part of a great fraternity 
of people who are linked across the world in their love 
of pipe band music. It is also important to remember 
with gratitude those not able to be present today due 
to Covid travel restrictions and those members of this 
band who have departed this life.

It is right that we thank God for all the many 
blessings He has bestowed upon the band over these 
fifty years. Indeed, all of us must be thankful to God 
for who we are and what we have achieved in our 
lives. Each day of our lives we need to thank God for 

the countless blessings that He bestows upon us. All 
too often we hurtle through life and are caught up 
in so many things which grab our attention, that we 
omit to thank God for what He does in our lives. All 
that we are and have comes from God and we need to 
make time in our day to sit and say thank you. Meister 
Eckhart, a Dominican priest in the 13th century said 
the following, “If the only prayer you ever say in your 
entire life is thank you, it will be enough.” 

Beloved, be people of thankfulness in all that you 
do. May God bless the Pipe Band on this special day 
and may it continue to flourish and make a joyful 
noise in the years ahead. Amen. 

Alan O’Brien



The Pretorian134

At the beginning of the year we were really excited 
and looked forward to a new year as we were 
reaching some type of normality. We were able to 
come to practise together in comparison to last year 
where we had to learn new moves through online 
practice sessions. Being able to come to practice 
really uplifts spirits, especially for the new dancers 
as they get to experience what “Gumboots” is really 
about: expressing themselves through the rhythm 
and moves they come up with. 

We were not able to perform at some of our 
annual functions like the New Parents Braai, but 
we were able to perform at the Commencement 
Ceremony with the Form Is (that we had recruited 
at the Form I camp) and they got to perform in front 
of their parents for the first time. The Form Is were 
fast learners as we had only two practices to prepare 
them for their first performance. With the help of 
the seniors (Tino Mukiwa, Lehlogonolo Mathopa, 
Mosa Mariti, Sethu Zwane, Oamogetswe Motsepe, 
Rorisang Mokale, David Malatji, Malatji Malatji 
and Kanga Lekalakala), we were able to organise 
performances for House Assemblies to get the Form 

Is used to performing in front of a crowd. 
Due to the regulations, we could not do external 

performances, so we improvised by doing virtual 
performances. Our first was for a concert in Germany, 
for which we received good feedback and the second 
one was for the Bloom Campaign that was run by 
the school and the Art Department. The performance 
made us win the “Cultural Club of the week”, which 
also lifted the spirits of the boys as they realised that 
the school recognised them and their work. 

In 2021 we did another collaboration with the 
Pipe Band and the Big Band also joined in when 
we did the piece “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” which 
was our School Assembly performance. We also 
performed at the Ballroom Dance Showcase which 
was a great experience for the boys. A huge thank 
you to Ms Welthagen, Ms Viljoen and Ms Fratini. 
Thanks to our coach (Khathu Motau) and our MIC 
(Mrs Prinsen) for being with us every step of the 
way. 2021 is a year to remember.

Khathutshelo Motau
Coach

Gumboot Dancers
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1.  Launch of “Boston Dynamics 
Spot” at Gold Reef City. Khatu 
Motau and Old Boys (our boys 
were writing exams)

2.  Practice for collaboration with 
Pipe Band and Big Band

3.  Commencement Ceremony 
L–R Ratlegile Molvisane, 
Usipile Biyongo, Mosa Mariti, 
Moseka Molepo, Mrs Margie 
Prinsen, David Malatji, Khaya 
Thabetha

1. 2.

3.
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Seated L–R: Mr K Motau (Coach), K Malatji (Vice Chairman), M Molepo (Chairman), Mrs M Prinsen (MIC)
First Row L–R: S Botha, O Bokaba, L Mathopa, N Mahlangu

Second Row L–R: T Mukiwa, K Lekalakala, R Mokale, M Malatji, S Zwane, O Motsepe

Form I Camp
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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1. Tshoaedi Tshoaedi – Abernethy – F3
2.  Mural winner – Caiden du Toit – Armstrong – F1
3.  3rd Painting – Bradley Riekert – Armstrong – F5
4. Jason Visser – Armstrong – F4
5. 1st Drawing – Liam Pretorius – Abernethy – F2
6. 3rd Drawing – Azanda Nyangintsimbi – Armstrong – F3
7. Azanda Nyangintsimbi – Armstrong – F3
8. 3rd Painting – Ross Labuschagne – Rissik – F4

9.  Jason Sidimela – Town – F5
10.  Gordon Saul – Armstrong – F4
11.  1st Painting – Ross Labuschagne – Rissik – F4
12.  2nd Painting – Sam Howard – Rissik – F4 
13. 2nd Drawing – Ryan Thomson – Matheson – F2
14. Hyukjoo Kim – Armstrong – F4
15. IH Art 2021 poster

8. 9. 10.

11. 12.

15.13 14.
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This year we didn’t allow the pesky Covid plague 
to hinder our activities excessively and we enjoyed 
a wide range, both at school and at local airfields 
and airports, all of which helped to maintain our 
reputation as one of the most active societies at Boys 
High.

Our first meeting of the year was devoted to 
watching a collection of short aviation-related 
clips that had done the rounds on WhatsApp. The 
quantity and diversity of such items allowed for an 
entertaining afternoon of watching them projected 
via a digital projector.

Once we had discovered that the school hall, 
when available, was a magnificent venue to watch 
high quality videos, we spent two consecutive weeks 
enjoying documentaries on the big screen and with 
excellent sound doing justice to the productions. 
The films watched were “Operation Red Flag” 
(originally made for IMAX) and “16 Right” about 
Van Nuys airport in California.

Next up was our first excursion of the year: 
Lanseria airport. Execujet kindly hosted a visit and 
worked around the Covid restrictions on numbers 
of people in a venue by splitting us into groups and 
rotating us through different sections of the facility. 
Obviously the main hangar, packed with corporate 
jets and the engine workshops and test cells, were 
the highlights. We then travelled to the opposite 
side of the airport to see the fire section in action. 
Previous visits included the control tower but ATNS 

wasn’t allowing visitors (thanks to Covid) and so 
we had to be content with a demonstration of fire 
engines and rescue equipment. Sadly there were 
hardly any aircraft movements to watch on the 
adjacent runway due to the restrictions on air travel. 
With a huge storm advancing, we ended our first 
excursion at last light.

The first guest speaker for the year was Captain 
Karl Jensen, an ex-SAA Captain and a pilot of wide 
experience. He provided some fascinating insights 
into certain airline accidents, including that of the 
SAA Boeing 707 near Windhoek. The illustrated talk 
was much enjoyed by the boys.

For the past few years, the Society has been 
working on a practical project in the form of a 
Flying Flea (or Pou-du-Ciel) an early homebuilt 
design. This year we finished making the wing ribs 
and started work on the fuselage, the rudder and 
the undercarriage. The opportunity to do hands-on 
work certainly appealed to some boys, despite some 
nagging to work on the Mustang project rather but 
that is for future use.

We were delighted to welcome back to PBHS 
after many years, Mike Blyth, a legendary figure in 
South African aviation from both his microlighting 
days to more recent adventures using products of 
the Aeroplane Factory which manufactures various 
models of the Sling. Mike’s overview of his flying 
career had to be one of the most inspiring that any 
young aspirant aviator could have hoped to hear. 

Three very happy Society members after the conclusion of flying at Kittyhawk L–R: Adam Swanepoel, James White and Ethan Butler
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Seated L–R: A Jafry, H Mathew, E Arndt (Chairman), P Raphela, R Wenhold, M Mvakali
First Row L–R: H Keet, G Alvares, R Arndt, N Mavhurere, J Lee, P Mwilambwe, E Huyssen

Second Row L–R: Y Krishna, U Okonkwo, N Botes, J White, D De Vos, E Butler
Third Row L–R: M Louw, C Driescher, Mr JW Illsley (MIC), M Paxton, A Swanepoel

Hardly surprising then that at the conclusion of the 
talk there was a host of boys wanting their photos 
taken with Mike and have items autographed.

Undoubtedly one of the highlights of the year was 
being able to visit the Aero Club of the South Africa 
Centenary Showcase Event at Middleburg airfield 
in April. Despite it falling on a school holiday, 23 
boys attended, with Miss Meaker accompanying the 
bus which was kindly sponsored by EAA of SA as 
part of its youth development initiatives. The MIC 
of the Society flew in to the event and arrived just 
after the boys. This event really exposed members of 
the Society to most forms of recreational flying in the 
country at present, with flying displays throughout 
the day. The photo opportunities were endless and 
included Old Boy, Nigel Hopkins, doing knife edge 
passes. It was a very excited group that departed at 
sunset, having spent an inspirational day looking 
skyward.

The start of the next term saw us undertake the first 
of our Wonderboom Airport visits. With the AHRLAC 
factory now under new management and again 
building aircraft, we were able to visit this company. 
The group was first provided with background on 
the locally-developed aircraft type and then taken 
through a fascinating exercise showing how an 
aircraft component is digitally designed and tested. 

This was followed by a guided tour of the factory 
which revealed each stage in the construction of a 
modern all-metal aircraft from the milling of parts to 
their installation in the airframe. The excursion was 
not limited to this factory as we still went to look at 
the aircraft in the Sport Plane Builder’s hangar, which 
was just a stone’s throw away.

The following weekend saw a small group of 
members heading west to the Hekpoort area to the 
airfield of John Sayers who had kindly agreed to 
host a visit to his private collection. A Trojan and 
a Harvard had been pulled out of the main hangar 
and the boys were given an opportunity to climb 
into the cockpits, an offer which was accepted with 
alacrity. I then provided some background on the 
exotic aircraft types on display, including a Beech 
Staggerwing, Waco and Max Holste Broussard. A 
second large hangar contained yet more gems, some 
still under restoration. We were also allowed to view 
a storage shed which contained remnants of the 
large cache of aircraft, previously of the Ethiopian 
Air Force, which John had imported in the 1990’s. 
This visit was a rare opportunity and our hosts also 
kindly laid on lunch for the group.

With the school’s sport programme on hold 
(due to Covid) we were able to undertake another 
Saturday excursion on the third weekend of May. 
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This was an event at Springs Airfield to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of the DHC Chipmunk. Apart 
from a fine turnout of that type, it turned into a 
good gathering of De Havillands including Tiger 
Moths and the last Dragon Rapide in the country. 
The formation flypasts provided good photos for 
the “shutterbug” members and we concluded 
the morning with a “boerie roll” for lunch before 
heading home.

A wintery morning in June saw us at Tedderfield 
Airfield for a tour of The Aeroplane Factory 
production line of Sling types and a viewing of the 
new high wing prototype. More could have been 
made of the tour which concluded after only an 
hour, following a rather cursory look at the stages of 
production, especially given that this was a working 
day at the factory. Without much else happening 
on the airfield, the only other way of trying to add 
some further value to the morning was by way of a 
stop at the Avro Shakleton on top of a garage near 
Soweto, which is now looking rather forlorn and 
even a short talk on the type’s history and how this 
one ended up on a filling station roof didn’t elicit 
much enthusiasm!

A few Fridays in between excursions were taken 
up with watching DVD’s, including the TWA 800 
crash and the film “Wild Landings: Namibia” about 
Mike Blyth and James Pitman taking a taildragger 
Sling into the remote areas of the Namib (and an 
island off Angola).

Our annual “Aero Quiz” competition was held 
in August to allow Form V members to participate. 
The keenly competed competition saw the following 
emerge in the top positions:

1st Eben Pienaar; 2nd Edwin Arndt; 3rd Michael 
Paxton; 4th Ethan Butler and 5th Christiaan Driescher.

The next outing on the calendar was to the 
heliport at Midrand, which was a first for the Society. 
We were hosted by two companies and were given a 
good overview of both the helicopter types and their 
roles, particularly in terms of emergency services 
and security work. The roof-top entertainment area 
of one of the companies was the ideal sunset vantage 
point from which to watch some helicopters landing 
after giving us a flypast.

This was the last excursion with a large group 
and membership dipped sharply, partly due to the 
matrics writing mock exams. Other participants 
from earlier in the year perhaps decided that giving 
up entire Friday afternoons was asking too much. 
This was unfortunate, as some of the best excursions 
were still to come in the last quarter.

Each Society is expected to undertake a 
community service project and this year we assisted 
in the cleaning of exhibits at the military museum in 

1.  The small group which went on the Saturday excursion to the 
private airfield and collection of John Sayers

2.  An opportunity to explore a Harvard trainer for those who went on 
the Hekpoort excursion

3.  Trying out the SA Police VIP aircraft at Wonderboom. In the 
foreground L–R: Edwin Arndt, Michael Louw and Michael Paxton

4. The group which visited Execujet at Lanseria

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Johannesburg. Although other teams of volunteers 
concentrated on armoured vehicles and artillery, we 
focused on four very dusty aircraft in the outside 
exhibition areas. The small number of Society 
members present displayed great enthusiasm and 
energy in washing the Impala Mk 2, Allouette III, 
Mirage III and Buccanneer. All these aircraft certainly 
looked much better after their efforts and the boys 
were wonderful ambassadors for the school.

The last minute postponement of the planned 
visit to the Denel site led to us watching “First 
Light” instead. This docu-drama detailed the Battle 
of Britain exploits of Geoffrey Wellum, the youngest 
RAF pilot in that epic battle.

Our return visit to Wonderboom in September, 
had us visiting three places within the airport. 
First was the SAPS Air Wing Hangar where we 
were shown most of the types operated by the 
police. A brisk walk to Flitecare allowed us to see 
their Vampire, Kodiak and some of the Cessna 402 
conversions (to single turbo prop configuration). 
Finally we were given access to the Paramount 
hangar on the opposite side of the airport, with a 
strict ban on any photography. Apart from seeing 
the outside of a Boeing 737 being prepared as an 
instrument and equipment test bed, we were given 
a talk on the Mirage F1 aircraft, an example of which 
was under rebuild in the same hangar. We could not 
have wished for a better speaker on the subject as 
Martin Louw was an ex-SAAF pilot who had flown 
this potent fighter in its heyday.

Having access to the Comair simulators at their 
training facility in Kempton Park was a wonderful 
opportunity for the Society. Previous visits had 
allocated three training captains to us who each 
handled a different simulator type. On arrival 
it became apparent that while we were going to 
be able to use two simulators, there was only one 
training captain. Consequently while one group was 
allowed to “fly” circuits with the Boeing captain on 
the Boeing 737 simulator, the other group ended up 
with one of our members, Michael Paxton, acting as 
the “instructor” in the right hand seat of the Airbus 
A320 while the boys rotated through the left seat for 
a circuit each at Johannesburg. The two groups later 
swapped and so everybody got to try their hand on 
the two aircraft types with their different approaches 
to cockpit layout. More than three hours later, we 
left the training centre in the dark, having gained 
incredible insights into the technology of modern 
airliners and the skills required of their pilots.

The postponed visit to the Denel facility 
eventually took place in October. We were shown 
around a company that services airline brakes and 
safety equipment. We were then shown the Comair 

1.  The small group of members who did community service washing 
aircraft at the SA Museum of Military History

2.  During the visit to the fire section at Lanseria
3.  The Society display at the Commencement exhibitions L–R: Paballo 

Raphela, Jean Olivier and Edwin Arndt (Chairman)
4.  A very popular trip was to the Aero Club of the SA centenary “Air 

Week” event. Due to Covid restrictions, this was done under the 
auspices of the EAA and not as a school excursion

1.

2.

3.

4.
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maintenance hangar with several B373 airliners and 
freighters undergoing deep inspections. Finally we 
were taken to the hangar where the only Boeing 737 
Max in South Africa is stored. This Comair aircraft 
had all of 98 hours on the airframe and the boys 
could board a virtually brand new airliner. There 
was all round sadness that it would soon be leaving 
the country.

The final excursion of the year was the much 
anticipated flying day, which broke with tradition 
by being staged at Kitty Hawk Airfield. The line-
up of aircraft in which boys were to fly included 
five RV’s, a Stearman, a Super Cub and a Squirrel 
helicopter. After an aerobatic display by Captain 
Glen Warden, each boy was privileged to have 
a fixed wing and a helicopter flight during the 
afternoon. There could be no more exciting 
and inspiring end to the year than these flights 
provided by professional pilots flying for the most 
part, their own aircraft.

Our Chairman for the year was Edwin Arndt who 

has been a very loyal member over the years and 
who has fulfilled this role cheerfully and reliably.

In conclusion, the year would not have been 
possible without the assistance of a number of people 
in arranging activities. Our sincere thanks to them for 
their invaluable input: Martin Louw for negotiating 
several excursions and especially for organising the 
flying day; David Toma for organising the transport 
to Middleburg; Gregg Hughes for arranging the 
Denel visit; John and Tessa Sayers for allowing us 
to visit their airfield and for their hospitality; Pierre 
van der Walt for allowing the visit to his hangar at 
Wonderboom; George Tonking for the heliport visit 
and for flying the helicopter at the flying day; Karl 
Jensen and Mike Blythe for being guest speakers. My 
thanks to Ms Roxy Meaker for her help on a number 
of the excursions.

J W Illsley
Master in Charge

Aeronautical Society

1.  The Society members on the excursion to the heliport at Midrand 
are treated to their own flypast by landing helicopters

2.  George Tonking about to lift off in a Squirrel helicopter with another 
batch of boys at Kittyhawk. (George was the first chairman of the 
Society in the 1990s)

3.  Society boys washing the sizeable bulk of the Buccaneer at the SA 
National Museum of Military History

4.  A visit to Paramount Group’s Ahrlac (now Mwari) factory at 
Wonderboom

4.3.

2.1.
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1.  The flying day at Kittyhawk: the next member for a flight climbs 
into an RV aircraft

2.  A very lucky Society member experiences open cockpit flying in a 
Stearman biplane at Kittyhawk 

3.  Visiting the Sling factory at Tedderfield
4.  Seeing the final product: completed Sling aircraft
5.  The group that went to the Springs Airfield one Saturday for a fly-

in celebrating the DHC Chipmunk aircraft. A DH Dragon Rapide 
can also be spotted

1. 2.

3. 4.

5.
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After 2020 came and went, we were hoping to have 
a normal year in 2021, but unfortunately that was 
not the case. We started the year ready to introduce 
a new wave of Form 1 boys into our school and 
club. We were lucky enough to be able to have the 
Commencement Ceremony, where we had a very 
large number of boys signing up for archery. 

All the new boys who joined the club were taught 
to shoot NASP bows, so that they could eventually 
participate in competitions. Then Covid managed to 
curtail our activities again. Even with Covid being 
a pest this year, the club still managed to grow in 
many ways. We had large numbers of boys all year 
round and for the first time in the history of the 
club, we were able to create a 1st Team to compete 
in NASP competitions. This team had to comprise 
of 12 members as per regulations to compete at the 
NASP National Inter-Schools Championships held 
on 28 September 2021. It was made up of David 
Da Rocha, Tshire Hlongwane, Jonathan Davies, 
Leon Duvenhage, Matthew Moorhouse, Sebastian 
Spiwak, Christian Olivier, Jayson Myburgh, Michael 
Paliam, Alvin Ben-Uloko, Andile Kharibe and 
Wandile Kharibe. The top scorers for Boys High in 
that competition were: 

Matthew Moorhouse (Form II) was the top archer 
from Boys High with a score of 273 out of 300. He 
ranked 12/51 boys nationally in his grade and 
23/237 males in high schools from Grade 8 to Grade 
12 nationally.

Leon Duvenhage (Form III) scored 266/300 which 
ranked him 30/55 boys nationally in his grade and 
46/237 males in high schools from Grade 8 to Grade 
12 nationally. 

Jonathan Davies (Form IV) with his score of 
255/300 was ranked 21/39 boys nationally in his 
grade and 46/237 males in high schools from Grade 
8 to Grade 12 nationally. 

David da Rocha (Form V) scored 247/300 which 
placed him 12/20 boys nationally in his grade and 
119/237 males in high schools from Grade 8 to 
Grade 12 nationally. 

Sebastian Spiwak (Form II) with his score of 
243/300 was ranked 33/51 boys nationally in his 
grade and 131/237 males in high schools from 
Grade 8 to Grade 12 nationally.

We congratulate all the boys on their results in 
the first ever 1st Archery Team of Pretoria Boys High. 
Although the team as a whole came 12th out of 12 
teams with a total score of 2814/3600, it was the first 
time in history that PBHS had entered a team in the 
National Archery Championships and we are very 
proud of them. We wish them every success in the 
future.

The Chairman for 2021 was David Da Rocha 
and his Deputy was Tshire Hlongwane. We were 
also fortunate enough to get a new “master” to 
join the club, Mrs Van Der Merwe. She was a great 
leader this year and we would like to wish her all 
the best in leading the club in the years ahead. We 
had three amazing Old Boy coaches, namely Hennie 
Duvenhage, Ricardo Marques and Jourdan Russell, 
who are dedicated to archery and to creating a 
legacy at the school. We thank them for the many 
hours of patient and loving coaching and for their 
commitment to archery at Boys High.

With that, we have to say a very sad goodbye to 
Mrs Georgiades, who is leaving the club and Boys 
High, as she is retiring. She has had such a great 
impact on me and so many boys. I joined archery in 
2017 in my Form I year and the club has been a place 
that I have looked forward to going to every Friday 
and occasional Monday. We will miss her greatly 
after her many years of service. 

We also say goodbye to the matrics of 2021: Tshire 
Hlongwane, Zukanye Dangazele, Tristan Allison 
and David Da Rocha and wish them everything of 
the best in their future endeavours. 

Towards the end of the year, we had our annual 
archery dinner where we chose the new Chairman 
and Deputy for 2022. The Chairman is Leon 
Duvenhage and the Deputy is Jonathan Davies. I 
wish them all the best for the year ahead and I know 
that they will help the club strive to reach even 
greater heights. 

David Da Rocha
Chairman

The annual archery dinner where we chose the new chairman and 
deputy for 2022. Leon Duvenhage was chosen as Chairman for 2022 

and Jonathan Davies as Deputy Chairman for 2022
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Seated L–R: J Davies, Mrs L Georgiades (MIC), R Marques (Assistant Coach), T Hlongwane (Vice Chairman), H Duvenhage (Coach),  
D Da Rocha (Chairman), J Russel (Assistant Coach), T Allison, Z Dangazele, Mrs C Van der Merwe (MIC), E Van Garderen

First Row L–R: E Van Greunen, S Ndlovu, M Du Preez, Y Dejene, B Mampuru, L Fikeni, J Bouwer, J Daniels, V Hlubi, B Matle, M Khumalo
Second Row L–R: B Exter, O Stopforth, L Duvenhage, M Cassel, E Wallace, Y Johnson, A De Sousa, S Moleke, L Dungeni

Third Row L–R: T Ramatshela, C Olivier, T Mokoena, N Zwane, J Myburgh, M Paliam, N Fekadu, Z Suliman
Fourth Row L–R: F Potgieter, J Banyard, S Spiwak, M Moorhouse, M Cassel, I Magill, D Cilliers

Absent: A Ben-Uloko, R Donaldson, L Erasmus, A Kharibe, W Kharibe, D Khuno, T Lokotwayo, R Mashiapata, L Matsho, M Mutale, Y Naidoo, 
C Newman, P Nicholson, R Sebakwane, M Swanepoel

The 1st Team competing at the NASP Inter-Schools Competition in Centurion
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Archery

1. 2.

3.

4.
1.  The Archery display at the Form I Commencement Ceremony 

where Form Is and their parents got a preview of the many cultural 
activities available at the school L–R: Mrs C van der Merwe (MIC), 
Mrs L Georgiades (MIC), David da Rocha (Chairman), Hennie 
Duvenhage (Coach) and Tshire Hlongwane (Deputy Chairman) 

2.  Nathanael Fekadu and Laphuma Fikeni scoring their arrows at the 
Archery range where we practise every Friday

3.  The 1st Team shooting at a distance of 10m at their targets in the 
Inter-Schools Competition

4.  The 1st Team waiting for the officials to score their arrows on the 
targets at the Inter-Schools Competition
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Archery Farewell

This being my last year at Pretoria Boys High 
School, I thought I would express my thoughts 
about the archery club as I leave. This is in addition 
to the report which the Chairman usually writes. I 
have to say goodbye to the school and to my beloved 
archery club.

A rather long time ago, a golden-haired boy, 
Quintin den Hartog, passionate about archery, 
asked if I would be the MIC for an archery club 
which he wished to start at Boys High. I agreed, 
not because I am an archer, but because I thought 
it would be an awesome and wonderful activity to 
add to the diversity of extramural activities offered 
at this fine school. It was also a challenge to get 
such a club going and, as I discovered, archery is an 
incredibly valuable activity for both cognitive and 
physical development, so it would be good for the 
boys. As it turned out, having an archery club at an 
English-speaking boys high school has also added 
to the uniqueness of Boys High, as we are the only 
such school that offers archery in the region. It is a 
very popular club and has grown exponentially in 
membership over the years. My proudest moment 
this year was when we could field our first ever Boys 
High Team consisting of 12 archers at the National 
NASP Championships. That was a crowning 
achievement and I can leave now with satisfaction 
in my heart! I know that the club will only get 
stronger and it will remain as a special activity at 

our wonderful school.
I would like to thank Mr Reeler and Mr Smuts 

for their guidance in establishing the club over 
the years. When Mr Hassenkamp returned as 
Headmaster, he realised what a benefit the club 
is and he has enthusiastically joined our team of 
supporters and backed our requests for more funds 
to purchase much-needed equipment, for which I 
am very grateful. I am also extremely grateful to our 
new MIC, Mrs Claire van der Merwe, who recently 
joined the staff of Boys High and who is an avid and 
excellent archer herself. She and her husband did the 
NASP BAI course which trained them as instructors, 
which bodes well for the success of the club in the 
future. She is very enthusiastic about archery and 
very organised, and I know the club will go from 
strength to strength under her guidance. Ms Elena 
Fratini, the Director of Culture, under which banner 
we fall as a club, has also been a pillar of support 
and organisation and I thank her for all she has done 
for the club.

I will miss Friday afternoons up at the range, but 
I hope to pop in sometimes and just soak up the 
archery ambience and happiness of the boys in their 
activity. I wish the club and our team all the best for 
the future.

Lamorna Georgiades
Master in Charge
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Ballroom and Latin Dance Club
This year has, in many ways, been one of the 
Ballroom and Latin Dance Club’s best. Even though 
the club faced many Covid-related challenges, we 
found innovative ways of dealing with them and 
somehow, we still managed to have a full year of 
dancing and to produce a wonderful Ballroom 
Showcase (something that we were not able to do 
in 2020).

For the majority of Term 1, the boys and the girls 
(from Pretoria High School for Girls and Affies 
Meisies) had separate dance classes. In fact, they 
only met their partners, after they had learnt all 
the basics by themselves, in the second last week of 
Term 1. However, it was not necessarily moonshine 
and roses from there onwards. Masks and santiser 
were the chaperones for every partnership and there 
were a few times during the year when the mixed 
classes had to be put on hold. Despite that, the 
dancers always arrived with a smile, and left saying 
that they had had a wonderful class. Their attitudes 
were truly amazing.

A first for the club was when we received the 
Cultural Club of the Week Award on 17 September, 
during the school assembly. In the citation, Ms Fratini 
mentioned that “the Ballroom Club kept many of the 
dancers sane throughout the year”. We would like to 
believe that is true. That one dance class a week was 
something that gave the dancers a reason to carry on 
and gave them something to look forward to, even if 
it was without their partners… and in the end, helped 
them to combat this difficult year.

We would like to believe that the Ballroom 
and Latin Dance Club created a safe space for the 
dancers just to be themselves, because for some of 
them, it is the only area where they shine at school, 
and we encourage that. We do not want all of them 
to look like Patrick Swayze and Jennifer Grey… we 
want them to dance the choreography and apply 
their own personalities to it because that is what a 
school dancing club is all about. More than that, we 

want to teach the boys and girls how to interact with 
each other in a healthy way, how to respect each 
other, boost each other’s confidence and trust each 
other. We can proudly say that we have achieved 
that. Looking at our dancers, there is hope for this 
generation.

 The highlight of our year was without a doubt 
the annual Ballroom Showcase “A celebration of 
dance” that was held on 22 October 2021. It was 
a lovely evening that showcased seventy-eight 
dancers, three group numbers, ten Ballroom and 
Latin numbers, a contemporary solo by a very 
talented young man in the club, Hlombe Languza, 
and an unforgettable guest performance by the 
PBHS Gumboot Dancers. Luckily the Showcase 
was held at the beginning of Term 4 when most 
lockdown regulations had been eased and we 
managed to sell a record number of tickets, filling 
the Desmond Abernethy Hall with family and 
friends that celebrated the dancers’ hard work with 
them. It was a spectacular evening. It would be 
hard to top such a successful Showcase in 2022.

This year one of our dancers and Chairman of the 
club, Amahle Nkosi, was the second dancer in the 
history of the club to receive a Half Colour award for 
service to Ballroom Dancing and we would like to 
congratulate him on this well-deserved achievement.

A year like this would not have been possible 
without a wonderful team of coaches and thanks 
must go to Ms Simoneé Viljoen (head coach) Mr 
Brendan Els (student coach), Ms Nicolene Oelofse 
and Ms Nikki Kock for all their hard work, 
choreography and hours spent behind the scenes to 
ensure that everything ran smoothly. 

Lastly, we would like to bid farewell to the matric 
dancers in the club. Thank you for three wonderful 
years. May you never stop dancing.

Simoneé Viljoen 
Master in Charge

PBHS boys dancing their group number “Let’s hear it for the boys”
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Seated L–R: J Hattingh, S Sokolich, S Msimanga, Ms N Kock, Ms S Viljoen (MIC), A Nkosi (Chairman), Mr B Els (Coach), Ms N Oelofse,  
J Ford, A Marais, D De Villiers

First Row L–R: H Languza, A Qekema, A Mpanza, R Howard, J Anderson, S Windt, M Guswani, L Nkoana, T Ngoetjana, J Janse van Rensburg
Second Row L–R: J Nortje, L Housdon, C De Jager, B Le, M Soobramaniyen, R Louw, M Roux, D Harmse, T Martino

Third Row L–R: S Rainsford, A Bester, S Howard, N Krugel, K Mc Intosh, T Raffieyudeen
Absent: A Albon, E du Preez, J Engelbrecht, L Duvenhage, J Labuschagne, J Minter, C Pretorius, C Smith, D van der Hoff

Melissa Ford and Albert Marais setting the stage on 
fire (Ballroom Showcase)

Joshua Engelbrecht, Megan Roux, Amahle Nkosi and Suzie Holliday making heads spin 
(Ballroom Showcase)
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Ballroom and Latin Dance Club

1.  All dressed up and having a ball at the annual Ballroom Showcase
2.  Sven Sokolich and Aimée Maritz are focused on their Tango steps (Ballroom Showcase)
3. John Ford proving that rugby players can be great dancers 
4.  Aimée Good and Simiso Msimanga dancing the Cha Cha (Ballroom Showcase)
5.  Niel Krugel, Dené Gerber and the rest of the Tuesday class dancing the Jive (Ballroom Showcase)

1.

2. 3.

4. 5.
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Bridge Club
It has been a tumultuous year and we have been 
through a lot. Every aspect of school life was affected 
and the Bridge Club was no exception. Because 
of stopping and starting, the whole year made it 
difficult to gain momentum. When we were able to 
meet, the boys were extremely grateful and made 
the most of the time available. 

With Johann Kok at the helm as the Bridge Club 
Chairperson and with the help of Mrs Ursula du Pre 
le Roux as the Bridge Club Coach, we were in good 
hands. The boys took every opportunity to improve 
and hone their skills. The advanced players learned 
very impressive bidding techniques and grew from 
strength to strength. The coach greatly improved the 

abilities of the players and inspired them to become 
lifelong bridge players. There were a number of 
beginner players that started during 2021 and it was 
pleasing to see how they improved and developed a 
passion for the game. 

We were unfortunately unable to host any 
outside tournaments during the year but the 
boys were eager and hungry to learn as much as 
they could. We hope to host tournaments in 2022 
and I am certain that the boys will be up for the 
challenge. 

Chris Davies 
Master in Charge

Seated L–R: C Russel, J Pretorius, Mrs U du Pre le Roux, Mr C Davies (MIC), J van der Watt (Vice Chairman), R Snedden
First Row L–R: M Moche, P Kone, M Seemela, E Ginga

Second Row L–R: A Maja, N Pieterse, C Loubser, J Botha
Absent: J Kok (Chairman)
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To say 2021 was a turbulent year for the Business 
Club would be an understatement. While there was 
some change, the passion of the boys in the Business 
Club was as incredible as ever. A lot was learnt 
during the various meetings held throughout the 
year, many of which will give the boys a massive 
advantage in future years.

The big change for the Business Club came in May 
2021. Mr. Kelly, who had run the Business Club so 
passionately for many years, unfortunately passed 
away in the middle of the month. This was devastating 
for the boys, as it would be difficult to replace such a 
great man. His passion for all business related topics, 
his knowledge of investments and the many aspects 
of the business world, as well as his kind-heartedness 
will always be missed by the boys and me.

After his passing, the responsibility of running the 
Business Club was passed on to me. While I was excited 
at the prospect of running the club, I was incredibly 
apprehensive as I knew I would struggle to meet the 
expectations of the boys and the high standards that 
Mr Kelly had set over his many years in charge.

Thankfully, the Business Club Chairman, Liam 
Gillesen, was a young man like no other at the 
school. He took the reins of the club in both hands 
and ran it for the remainder of the year. He would 
have made Mr Kelly proud. He prepared for, and 
conducted, the majority of meetings held during 
the year, researching and covering many topics 
that would assist the boys to make educated 
decisions regarding their finances and decisions 
in the future.

Some of the topics that 
were covered in the Business 
Club this year included: 
Investment opportunities 
(benefits and pitfalls); 
Tax (havens, evasion and 
avoidance); Hyperinflation 
and the effects thereof; 
Car Dealerships and how 
they make a profit; How 
to invest money wisely; 
Counterfeit money and how 
to prevent it from entering 
a business; Why the rich 
are getting richer; Crypto 
currency – and many more. 
It always astounds me how 
much the boys can surprise one at the school. After 
teaching Business Studies for numerous years, I was 
incredibly surprised by the wealth of knowledge 
that many of the boys in the Business Club have 
and their understanding of each topic that was 
presented. I am sure that the knowledge that they 

have gained from each other and the presentations 
they attended during the year will be incredibly 
beneficial in the future.

The boys were involved in fundraisers to 
contribute to the the RCL and Outreach initiatives. 
I am incredibly proud of the money raised to help 
those who are less fortunate and in need.

I must take a moment to thank Liam Gillesen 
for his amazing year as Chairman of the Business 
Club and all the effort that he put in. I could not 
have asked for a better man to be at the helm during 
this transitional year. His knowledge and kindness 
were invaluable and I know the boys in the club 
appreciate everything that he did.

Also, a massive thank you to Ms Fratini who has 
been so incredibly helpful and supportive during 
the process of my taking over the Business Club. I 
have very little experience in the running of a club 
at the school. Words will not be able to explain how 
much I appreciate all the work you put in to ensure 
that the various clubs and societies run at the school. 
From the bottom of my heart, thank you so, so much.

I am excited for the Business Club in 2022 with 
our new Chairman and Deputy Chairman, David 
de Villiers and Keegan McIntosh, at the helm. 
Both these young men have stepped up after Liam 
stepped down from his role and I know that under 
their leadership the Business Club is going to grow 
from strength to strength.

JP Dumas
Master In Charge

Business Club

Seated L–R: N Naledzani, S Lebese, J Chittenden (Vice Chairman), 
Mr J Dumas (MIC), L Gillesen (Chairman), K Mc Intosh, L Phetla

First Row L–R: W Fitzgerald, E Govender, T Balmakund, J Donkin,  
M Khumalo, K Reddy, Y Bakampaka, V Ritchie

Second Row L–R: C Burrow, L Manyetsa, D De Villiers, N Mange, 
L Yehouessi, S Rein

Third Row L–R: B Mashaba, J Visser, R Barnard, D De Villiers,  
M De Sousa, L Reddy

Absent: B Barnes, D Pham, J van der Merwe, P Pilusa, S Balmakund
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“Chess is not always about winning. Sometimes it is 
simply about learning” ~ Anonymous

Adaptability is important in chess. After just the 
fourth move, there are over 288 billion possibilities. 
This being so, nearly every game is played for the 
very first time and it’s impossible to have two exact 
games. Like chess, 2021 has been a rollercoaster ride 
of emotions – some good, some bad and – most of all – 
unexpected. Savielly Tartakower once said, “Nobody 
ever won a chess game by resigning!” and this concept 
of never-ending resilience to the very end is what 
drove the boys to persevere and thrive this year. 

With the ever-looming cloud of uncertainty in 
January, the boys chose to start the year off on a stable 
note by attending the Form I camp. Tensions were on 
a high. Shouting prefects and scared Form Is set the 
atmosphere as the boys shook arms and went to war 
over the boards. Unlike the fields, this was a battle 
of wits and, to most of the matriculants’ surprise, the 
Form Is retaliated, resulting in most of the prefects 
losing. The satisfaction and humiliation caused by the 
Form Is was unmatched. Following the Form I’s upset, 
came the Form I chess championships. For the first time 
in history, there was a three-way tie for first place. The 
victors, Eric Fidos (Arcadia), Kean Brummer (Arcadia) 
and Jesse Mbogoma (Matheson) set the expectations 
high and with this, a promise for the future.

With ups there will always be downs. The D4 
League which took place through the course of the 
year, ended on a sad note as the Boys High Giants’ 
1st Team lost 2 of the 4 matches, one being against 
Affies. The U15 team had no luck either, losing all 
their matches. Unfortunate, yet the teams showed 
true Boys High spirit when taking their losses and 
the fire within them still burnt bright to the very end.

With even the disruption of Covid-19, the houses 
battled it out once again in the Inter-House Chess 
Tournament. The victorious house by a far margin of 
213 points was Armstrong, followed by Abernethy 
and close (but with no cigar), Hofmeyr.

Another achievement to be noted was the 
participation in the Annual Ettiene Lewis 
Tournament where three of our boys (Moreshan 
Soobramaniyen, Andrej Ristc and Leon Duvenhage) 
competed and succeeded in gaining regional 
representation. Leon and Moreshan achieved Half 
Colours and all received regional colours.

The overall outlook on the year was positive. With 
learning there is growth and with growth there will 
always be progress. The Boys High Giants do not 
plan to sleep and, even though the pandemic rages 
on, they will start the new year on both feet. “Life is 
like a game of chess. You cannot undo your move, 
but you can make the next step better.”

Lerine Kriel
Master in Charge

Chess Club

M Soobramaniyen (Vice Chairman), Mrs L Kriel (MIC),  
W Botha (Chairman)

Commencement Ceremony Cultural Display
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Chess Club

1.  Commencement Ceremony Cultural Display.  
Eric Fidos and Lucien Strydom

2.  D4 Chess League playing at Hoërskool 
Garsfontein.Left: Dean Devenhage

3.  Form 1 Chess Championship at Pretoria Boys 
High School. Jesse Mbogoma and Kean Brummer

4.  Chess D4 league played at Pretoria Boys High 
School (Senior Team) Moreshan Soobramaniyen 
on the right.

5.  Chess D4 league played at Hoërskool 
Garsfontein (Senior Team) Willie Botha on 
the left.

6.  D4 Chess League at Pretoria Boys High 
School against Hoërskool Waterkloof (Senior 
Team). Left: Enping Wang

7.  Form 1 Camp: William Papps and  
Rex Notten

1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.

7.
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Debating Society

Make today matter

Your success matters.

#ChooseUP

Imagine what your 
future can be if you 
#ChooseUP.

Applications at the University of Pretoria open on 
1 May and the first closing date is 31 July 2021.

Our degrees are internationally recognised.

Our alumni are highly sought after.

We have support programmes to assist our 
students to succeed.

We help to prepare you for the world of work. 
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The Debating Society at Pretoria Boys High School has 
always accommodated an often-strange intersection 
of boys who share very little with one another aside 
from a passion for the pursuit of knowledge through 
discourse. That discourse, in true Boys High fashion, 
has never lacked culture and tradition. Unfortunately, 
the Covid-19 pandemic has undermined that culture 
and tradition in the Debating Society, as it has done in 
the greater school environment.

Despite this, the society has prevailed and, in 
many respects reached new heights. This can be 
attributed to the great leadership of Mrs Hayward 
(MIC), skillful training from Lebo Munjeri (Junior 
Coach) and Agisang Sibanda (Senior Coach), and 
the substantial effort of the boys. 

The Debating Society participated in the South 
African Council for English Education (SACEE) 

Debating Tournament. Pretoria Boys High entered 
two junior teams. Team A was ranked 9th, but was 
subsequently knocked out during the octofinals. 
Regardt Schellack was ranked 9th and Thando 
Mshumpela 22nd. Team B was ranked 46th. The junior 
sides learned a lot throughout the year and the 
society looks forward to even better performances 
next year. 

The senior A team was ranked 2nd, but was 
knocked out in the octofinals. James Schoon was 
ranked 6th, and Willie Botha and Johann Kok were 
tied at 19th. It was an extremely encouraging start to 
the year seeing the team progress to the provincial 
stage of the tournament.

It was at this stage that the society decided to 
continue with an in-person team on tournament 
days, as opposed to speaking from home. The team 

Debating Society

Seated L–R: A Sik, J Mdhluli, J Schoon, Mr L Munjeri (Coach), W Botha (Chairman), O Sekano, D Manley, I Mahlangu
First Row L–R: V Kurup, E Fidos, D Du Preez, L Kgotlagomang, T Mshumpela, T Mabule
Second Row L–R: J Muzondida, N Beney, H Hassen, R Schellack, I De Gama, O Kadiege

Absent: Mrs S Hayward (MIC), Mr A Sibanda (Coach), J Kok (Vice Chairman)

Ofentse Sekano 
delivery his reply 
as Third Speaker

Inter-House Debates: Mrs van den Berg and Mrs Boerstra 
adjudicate the final of the senior debates

Johann Kok at the lectern during the SACEE final round 
debate. Ikhona Mahlangu and Ofentse Sekano making 

notes as Second and Third speakers
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continued to debate for the rest of the year in the 
Desmond Abernethy Hall. Discourse was practised 
there for the first time in history! The society saw a 
great deal of improvement once members were all 
together. 

The team was ranked 8th and managed to 
debate themselves into the Cup semi-final but was 
unceremoniously knocked out. The Cup semi-final 
is, as far as is recorded, one of the best performances 
of the society in its history. Johann Kok was 
ranked 9th, Ikhona Mahlangu was ranked 23rd and 
James Schoon was ranked 30th. The outstanding 
performance of the boys will no doubt continue and 
we look forward to even better results next year.

Finally, the senior A team also participated in the 
Virtual Conhill Debating Tournament. The team was 
ranked 6th, but the tournament broke straight into 

the finals, and the team did not have the opportunity 
to continue. However, we were extremely proud 
that Johann Kok was awarded Best Speaker of the 
tournament. Moreover, James Schoon was ranked 4th 
and Ofentse Sekano was ranked 6th. This was truly 
exceptional. The society would like to congratulate 
Johann Kok on being selected for the Gauteng 
Debating Delegation of 2021. 

Next year, the society is looking onward, upward 
and forward under the leadership of Ofentse Sekano. 
There is a strong foundation in the society and there 
is a great deal of talent. With the continued support of 
the coaching structures, the possibilities are endless. 
We look forward to the first debate of 2022. 

Johann Kok
Vice Chairman

1.  The two junior teams in the final round of Inter-House debates.: Arcadia vs Rissik
2.  Ikhona Mahlangu takes his turn at the lecturn. 
3. SACEE final round debate which had to be done as an online debate due to Covid
4.  Senior Pretoria Boys High School Debating Team from left to right: Willie Botha, Ikhona Mahlangu, Johann Kok,  

Ofentse Sekano, James Schoon

1. 2.

3. 4.
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The Drama Club unfortunately did not have much 
opportunity for meeting or performing in 2021 
because of the continuing Covid-19 pandemic. It 
would just seem that activities could resume when 
another wave would hit and numbers in the country 
and the school would climb and activities had to 
be cancelled again. It was very frustrating for both 
teachers and boys.

Despite this being the case, we could manage 
to participate in two wonderful and enriching 
workshops for the boys hosted by Drama Dynamics 
and the Helen O’ Grady Drama Academy. Melissa 
Carreira from Drama Dynamics did a comedy 
workshop with the boys – discussing, demonstrating 
and practising simple comedic techniques. 

Juliet Jordaan from the Helen O’ Grady Drama 
Academy also focused on simple techniques to make 
acting easier and to make it seem more natural. The 

boys had tremendous fun attending both – as can be 
seen in the photographs. 

Another big highlight of the year, that fortunately 
could still take place, was the Inter-House Play 
Festival. Here the Drama Club boys had to audition 
and take part in house format, so I could not and did 
not oversee them personally, as I was only involved 
with the Rissik House play. I was very glad to see so 
many members of the Drama Club involved in the 
various productions and felt they delivered sterling 
performances. 

I would like to thank the boys for their enthusiasm 
despite the dreary climate caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic. I sincerely hope 2022 will be a more 
fruitful year for the club. 

Melissa Rust
Master in Charge

Seated L–R: L Nkoana, T Govender (Chairman), Mrs M Rust (MIC), R John, M Guswani
First Row L–R: N Kiabilua, T Raffieyudeen, C Steenkamp

The workshop in action Melissa Carreira (from Drama Dynamics) presenting a 
workshop on comedic acting
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The Fantasy Wargames Society promotes teamwork, 
growth and making friends. This year not only 
embodied those factors, but went above and beyond 
with the older society members welcoming the 
newer ones with (metaphorically) open arms and 
minds primed to impart their massive trove of 
knowledge regarding the complete lore and history 
of Feyrune and the best colours to paint their limited 
edition Tyranid Harriden. 

The society has undergone many changes 
throughout the years. While 2020 was a year of 
confusion and adaptation, 2021 was a year of 
growth and confidence. After a difficult 2020 we 
were all fully prepared to be an online only society 
again, being resigned to Magic arena and our DnD 
beyond tables. Luckily this was not the case. A full 
year of enjoyment was had by all as we saw no 
disruption of our usual Friday meetings, allowing 
MTG rivalries to be sated and weekly continuity of 
DnD campaigns. 

Once we heard the news that we were once again 
allowed to resume cultural activities, we were not 
only ecstatic, but full of energy. The older, and more 
experienced members, jumped in with their usual 
vigour, and immediately saw to teaching the novice 
players the ins and outs, whether that was how to 
build the perfect commander deck or to help them 
build their very first character in “Dungeons and 
Dragons”, an experience I will never forget.

The society received an influx of not only Form 
Is, but older Forms as well, brand new players 
ready to seize the difficulties and challenges their 
Dungeon Master would throw at them, or try to 
strategise and manoeuvre their way to victory in 
Warhammer 40K. As was the case every year, the 
infamous Mushroom Mistress very quickly gained 
popularity. Luckily, the small group of homemade 
Eldritch horrors had grown, with the addition of 
the “nightmare rope”, and the ever loyal Igor.

Although the stop and start nature of the year 
was at first disorientating and disruptive to many 
DnD campaigns, the younger players very quickly 
rose to the challenge of accepting the coveted role 
of Dungeon Master. All fitted the role perfectly and 
excelled at it, creating worlds and stories that will 
never be forgotten and that will be talked about in 
the years to come. 

This year was among other things, one of learning, 
with many members branching out and trying out 
the different aspects of what Fantasy Wargames has 
to offer, whether that be trying out a new class, or 
an entirely different game, and learning to love it 
very quickly.

After the initial confusion of how the game 
worked, our new DnD players quickly grew 
accustomed to the scene of relaxing in a homely, 
warm inn, a talkative and friendly inn-keeper, and 
the smell of roasting Hippogriff wafting through the 
air after a long day of slaying dragons and crawling 
through dungeons.

Similarly, our new magic players very quickly got 
the hang of the game and started putting together 
their own decks, devising their own strategies and 
learning the trademark “You’ve played right into 
my hands and you don’t even know it!” smirk. The 
joy as they finally beat the person that had been 
teaching them how to play for the past two weeks, 
was a universal celebration.

Introduced two years ago, the addition of regular 
board games, such as “The Resistance” alongside 
the other, more Fantasy-esque, traditional games, 
like “DnD” and “Magic the Gathering”, allowed 
other people from all corners of the school to pop in, 
and enjoy a more relaxed, and admittedly, quieter, 
environment at the society. As the ever-advancing 
frontier of tabletop gaming sweeps across the 
world, many more people in the Boys High bubble 
are enjoying a round of games with friends as the 
preferred way to responsibly gather in a social 

Connor Russel (chairman) directing his troops to the front lines.
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context. This makes Fantasy Wargames grow every 
year.

And so, another eventful and interesting year 
has passed, with friendships and bonds created and 
strengthened in the forge of the Fantasy Wargames 
Society. More memories have been made to laugh 
about and delight in repeating whenever there is 
a chance. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the Chairman (Connor Russel) and Vice-

Chairman (Jano vd Putte) for all the hard work that 
they put in to make the society a great place for all 
its members. We look into the future with great glee, 
delighted to see what 2022 brings as we expose the 
society to the more competitive edge of the tabletop 
gaming world. 

Mr Kowlaser
Master in Charge

Fantasy Wargames

Seated L–R: K Chamberlain, A Sim-Booyens, L Masenya, A de Bruyn, B Nortier, J Viljoen.
First Row L–R: G Rumbu, A Theron, P Scalliet, N Lianos, K Bakker, T Brown.

Second Row L–R: J van Gylswyk, N Pieterse, D da Silva, G Krooden, J van de Putte, G Bevilacqua.
Third Row L–R: Mr N Kowlaser (MIC), K Dimpane, A van der Merwe, C Russel, Ms Y Welthagen (Assistant MIC).

‘Do you have a moment to talk about commander?’ – Gianluca Bevilacqua and Nicolas Pieterse.
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Film Club
This year began with many great expectations and 
taking Covid-19 into consideration. Things started 
to return to normal slowly and this encouraged 
the boys to be more eager than previously when 
it came to involvement and projects. This inspired 
the club to set out to achieve a few different goals 
by the end of the year.

 the start of the year and the new normality. A video 
summarising what the Film Club was all about and 
why it was the best club in the school was shown to 
the newcomers. Thanks to this remarkable marketing 
video, a few new film producers were enticed to 
contribute to the club. As time progressed, the club 
took off to achieve its goals. However, with Covid still 
present, we were unable to pursue a few traditions 
such as filming the annual Inter-House Gala. Apart 
from that, the club set out to capture many aspects of 
the school. The House Plays were eagerly captured 
and edited by the members of the Film Club. The 
videos of the winning house, Solomon, and the 
runners-up, Hofmeyr, were uploaded to the Boys 
High YouTube channel. The clubs’ participants were 
eager to capture other Inter-House activities such as 
the cross country race which was superbly filmed 
and edited in true Boys High style. 

Unfortunately, the club was limited in capturing 
other sports events throughout the year. Due to 
spectators not being allowed, matches were live-
streamed. This was demoralising for some members 
and took away one of the key concepts of capturing 
the boys in action and the school’s beauty and 
essence. However, we were still able to film various 
cultural events that took place. Many musical 
items in assembly were recorded along with the 
countless cultural activities of the school such as 
the annual Ballroom Dancing Showcase evening 
and participation in the Bloom Campaign which 
involved documenting various male staff members 

on the topic of being unapologetically male and 
what it meant. 

One of the key aspects of Film Club is to be 
creative and the boys were shown a variety of short 
films. The creative aspects such as lighting, sound 
and camera shots were discussed and analysed 
with the assistance of our qualified coach. We were 
encouraged and motivated to create our own short 
films. Together with the Creative Writing Club, 
a script was compiled. The club successfully put 
together a strong team of enthusiastic cameramen, 
audio crew, editors and actors to create “Murder 
Mayhem”. This was a massive project and many 
days were spent filming and planning the short 
film. The vast and beautiful grounds of Boys High 
lend themselves to being filmed and these were 
explored extensively. After the last day, we were 
able to celebrate the end of the long afternoons 
spent filming. The footage was sent to the editing 
room where the short film was finalised and, 
eventually, released. The team that participated in 
this project could finally sit back and experience the 
magnificence of what they had made – something of 
which to be truly proud. 

Besides filming events and short films, we were 
also fortunate to have an external coach come in to 
give a few lessons and answer any technical questions. 
These lessons equipped the boys with skills to create 
exciting new films. The boys were taught many 
different aspects of film such as audio techniques, 
camera angles, editing skills, and much more. 

With the year coming to an end, members could 
finally reflect on what they had achieved. 2021 was 
an eventful year for the Film Club but we are hoping 
that 2022 will have even more in store for us.

Ryan John
Chairman

Seated L–R: N Pieterse, J Visser, Mrs C Mentz (MIC), R John, L Phasha
First Row L–R: L Nkoana, M Guswani, C Steenkamp, N Kiabilua

Second Row L–R: T Raffieyudeen, K Kissoon

Ryan John promoting the Film Club at the Commencement Ceremony
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The end of a chapter in my life approaches. It is the 
end of a five-year journey at Boys High. Fortunately, 
I was able to spend the last three as part of the Hiking 
Club, not only as a member but as the Chairman. It 
has been a privilege to aid Mr Loots in the running 
of the Hiking Club but is now time for me to step 
down.

The year had a later start than we expected 
because of the mild lockdown at the beginning of the 
year. This did not hinder the Hiking Club too much 
and we were able to continue after we returned to 
contact classes. 

The Commencement Ceremony was very 
successful this year as many new members signed 
to join the club including two matrics. I was happy 
to see more matrics involved in the Hiking Club as 
there always seemed to be a lack of participation 
from the older Forms.

We were, fortunately, able to do a few more hikes 
this year and are hopeful that next year will be 
even more successful. A few hikes took place at the 
beginning of the year after we returned from the first 
two weeks of learning from home. It was refreshing 
to get out into nature after weeks of staying 

indoors and not being able to enjoy the outdoors. 
We were confined to only single-day hikes and 
were unfortunately not able to go on the multiple-
day hikes that were planned such as the Bermanzi 
Hiking Trail or the Fanie Botha Hiking Trail. 

The hikes this year would not have been possible 
without Mr Loots. His tenacity and determination 
are the only things that allowed the hikes to take 
place. I am truly grateful to have a Master in Charge 
that was adamant to have the Hiking Club not be 
hindered by the challenges every club, society and 
sport faced. He kept on fighting for the Hiking Club 
to get the opportunity to hike and would not let the 
year go to waste.

It has been a wonderful experience to be able to 
lead a group like the Hiking Club. 

Although we struggled during the Covid period, 
the Hiking Club managed to do the following hikes 
in 2021:
1.  The Suikerbos Rand Hiking Trail
2.  Sable Hiking Trail

Anrich le Roux
Chairman

1.  Suikerbosrand Hiking Trail, Heidelberg L–R: Arop 
Kuol, Jarred van der Westhuizen, Ernst van Aarderen, 
Anrich le Roux, Prince Ntando

2.  Sable Hiking Trail, Magaliesburg

1. 2.
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Seated L–R:  E van Garderen, A le Roux (Chairman), Mr P Loots (MIC), p Ntando, M Kingsley
First Row L–R: J van der Westhuizen, A Kuol, R Snedden, W Scott

IIE-VEGA

2023 Applications Open

09:00-11:00 OR 11:00-13:00

Bookings are essential via vegaschool.com

28 May | 27 Aug | 29 Oct 
OPEN DAYS

for strategy without creativity 
or creativity without strategy. 

on campus

On Campus Online

GRAPHIC 
DESIGN

VIDEO &
PHOTOGRAPHY

COPYWRITING GAME DESIGN BRAND
COMMUNICATION

DIGITAL 
MARKETING

BRAND 
MANAGEMENT

DIGITAL
DESIGN

INTERIOR
DESIGN

Full-t ime & Part-time

DOCTORATE MASTER’S HONOURS DEGREES DIPLOMAS CERTIFICATES

Vega is an educational brand of The Independent Institute of Education (Pty) Ltd which is registered with the 
Department of Higher Education and Training as a private higher education institution under the
Higher Education Act, 1997 (reg. no. 2007/HE07/002). Company registration number: 1987/004754/07
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Photographic Society
The year after the world “stopped”, started with high 
hopes of a new normal at school. However, it quickly 
became apparent that masks and Covid restrictions 
were here to stay. While it was wonderful that we 
could have meetings, we were unable to do all the 
tours and excursions we had planned. However, the 
society produced some of its best photographs since 
inception. 

“For me, the camera is a sketch book, an instrument 
of intuition and spontaneity.” – Henri Cartier-Bresson

With this in mind, our 2021 Chairman, Vincent 
Peters and his Deputy, Callen Stephen, set 
themselves the goal of ensuring that each member 
of the Photographic Society felt they knew how to 
use their “sketch books”. Taking a great photograph 
requires a little bit of luck and a lot of technical 
skill. Mastering technical skills was part of our 2021 
mission. 

During the first two weeks of Term 1, Vincent 
and Callen organised the second society mentorship 
and training programme structured like the reality 
television series “The Amazing Race”. Six teams 
were entered into the race and had to follow clues 
and complete photographic challenges across the 
school campus. A lot of time and effort went into the 
organisation of the race which even included a water 
point and ice lolly refreshment station. The winner 
of the race was determined through the adjudication 
of the quality of the photographs taken, combined 
with the time taken to complete the race, but the 
ultimate aim was for the new members of the society 
to be mentored by the “old hats”, a goal which we 
achieved. 

Monthly workshops run by professional 
photographer and Old Boy, Martin Short, also 
really helped in this endeavour. His series of master 
classes included sunset and night time shoots, with 
a focus on lighting and taking pictures at any time 
of the day. Mr Short also helped to train our young 
photographers and new members. He is revered 
by the boys and is known for his “off the wall” 
sense of humour and vast technical photographic 
knowledge. He is invaluable to the future of the 
society. In fact, 2021 marked a decade since he first 
started his master class programme at the school. 
As a society we would have liked to thank him 
appropriately at our annual exhibition opening. 
Unfortunately, partly due to Covid waves requiring 
the rescheduling of many event dates, and partly due 
to a lack of suitable exhibition venue at the school, 
we were unable to organise a physical exhibition. 
However, we did put together a virtual exhibition 
titled “Harieth”. This was a new and very successful 
way of showcasing these beautiful works of art. On 
numerous occasions Mr Short and I have had to 

remind ourselves that these are artworks produced 
by an amateur school photographic society and not 
by seasoned professionals as the quality of work 
on display is both technically strong and extremely 
creative. 

As in previous years, society members were 
required to submit photographs according to various 
creative themes, like “School on the Hill”, “Harieth” 
or “Warriors”. The photographs submitted this year 
were of an exceptional quality. Regular adjudication 
ensured that the boys received critique and feedback 
on their work. Many of these images focussed on fine 
art, studio and portrait photography. A highlight 
included a studio photo shoot at the Portrait Studio 
on Lynwood Road and our series of environmental 
shoots with the ground staff of PBHS. These 
photographs were submitted as a photographic 
essay titled “The Unsung Warriors of PBHS” our 
society’s entry for the 2021 Bloom Campaign. This 
photographic essay was well received on both social 
media and by the PBHS staff. The photographers 
were acknowledged in a Friday assembly for their 
efforts. 

Wildlife photography is popular amongst the 
members of the society and extensive focus has 
been placed on the technical skills required to 
photograph wildlife. Since 2015, celebrated natural 
history and wildlife photographers, Greg du Toit 
and Shem Compion have treated the society to 
guest lectures. 2021 was no exception. In Term 3 
we went on an excursion to the Austin Roberts Bird 
Sanctuary where we applied the skills that these 
lectures had taught us and were lucky enough to 
see and photograph the beautiful African Crowned 
Crane. Each year we cap one of our members as the 
PBHS “Wildlife-Photographer-of-the-Year”. The one 
exception was in 2020 when we were unable to make 
this award. We therefore awarded the 2020 award 
in March 2021, and the 2021 award in October 2021. 
Keaghan van der Merwe (Form V) took home the 
2020 title and Philip Dreyer (Form II) took home the 
2021 title. The photographs were of an exceptional 
quality and all the finalists’ pictures were shown to 
the school in a Friday assembly.

One of the society’s goals for the year was to 
revamp the school’s old darkroom with the Science 
Club. We hoped to take our digital junkies back 
to the basics of film and the development of their 
own photographs. Unfortunately, when we finally 
got into the space, we discovered that the old 
equipment had been thrown out and the space was 
no longer fit for purpose. We hope that this exciting 
project will become a reality with our 2022 budget 
and the photographers are looking forward to this 
with much anticipation.
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Seated: C Olivier, S Zwane, C Stephen, Mrs J Jones (MIC), V Peters (Chairman), K van der Merwe, N Dlamini, G Mac Donald
First Row L–R: J du Toit, L Coenraad, L Sefotho, E Walters-Somers, U Coetzee, M Ghoor 

Second Row L–R: L Otto, M Sigalas, P Vereen, J Benade, J Mbogoma, C Fletcher
Third Row L–R: S Venter, H Niebuhr, B Cloete, N Lianos, C Lassen

Absent: S Allen, M de Wit, P Dreyer, AM Ebrahim, L Ehlers, A Isebeck, J King, L Neto, P Nyoni, S Speranza, A Van Straaten

N
ig

ht
 sh

oo
t i

n 
fro

nt
 o

f t
he

 m
ai

n 
sc

ho
ol

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
. O

ur
 n

ew
 p

ho
to

gr
ap

he
rs

 w
er

e 
lea

rn
in

g 
to

 p
ai

nt
 w

ith
 li

gh
t

W
ild

lif
e a

nd
 b

ird
in

g 
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

ic 
op

po
rt

un
ity

 a
t A

us
te

n 
Ro

be
rt

s B
ird

 
Sa

nc
tu

ar
y



C
LU

BS
 A

N
D

 S
O

C
IE

TI
ES

 

The Pretorian166

Photographic Society
The society has worked hard this year to ensure 

that our archive of school images is the largest it has 
ever been. Our members have submitted hundreds 
of photographs for inclusion in the Pretorian and 
can be seen photographing most of the events that 
take place at the school. Half Colours were awarded 
to Chairman, Vincent Peters, and Deputy Chairman, 
Callen Stephen, for service in this regard at the 
end of Term 3. Other photographers that qualified 
for Colours by the end of the year were Ntokozo 
Dlamini (Full Colours) and Nicholas Lianos (Half 
Colours). In addition, the society has worked hard 
to maintain the popularity of the school Instagram 
handle “theredwhiteandgreen”. It was started as a 
social media platform “by the boys for the boys” in 
2017, and it now has over 9,000 followers. Each year 
this platform is entrusted to two boys. The handle 
will be run by Ntokozo Dlamini (currently Form IV) 

and Nicholas Lianos (currently Form III) in 2022. I 
wish them the best of luck in this regard.

The Photographic Society wishes to thank the 
guest photographers and parents for all their 
support in 2021. I would like to say a special thank 
you to our group of matric members. As a group, 
you led the society well and mentored our younger 
members. You will be sorely missed and will 
hopefully return to the society as guest lecturers in 
the coming years. With all the budding talent in the 
Form I and II group and the established talents of 
our senior photographers, I see a bright and creative 
future for this society. Our new Chairman for 2022 
is Ntokozo Dlamini. I am sure that he will lead the 
society with enthusiasm and passion. 

Joni Jones
Master in Charge

1.  Masterclass with professional photographer and Old Boy, Martin Short
2.  From left; Callen Stephen (Deputy Chairman), Mrs Jones (MIC), Vincent Peters (Chairman) at the cultural 

exhibition
3. Nicholas Lianos capturing the wildlife on campus
4. Working on portraiture in a professional studio. Ulrich Coetzee and Connor Fletcher

1. 2.

3. 4.
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Public Speaking
2021 was a year in which the Public Speaking Club, 
along with the rest of the school, could get back to 
some sort of normality. The annual Pretoria Public 
Speaking Festival took place at CBC Mount Edmund, 
thanks to the hard work of Mrs Janine Gyori who 
thankfully realised that “The show must go on.”

On 15 May three junior and four senior boys took 
part in the Pretoria Public Speaking Competition. The 
boys competed against ten other Pretoria schools. The 
results were as follows: in the junior section, Gold+, 
which is 85%, was awarded to Ofentse Moeng, Lethabo 
Kgotlagomang and Thando Mshumpela. In the senior 
section, Gold+ was awarded to Johann Kok and 
Pabalo Raphela and Gold++, which is above 90%, was 
awarded to Liam Gillesen and Jonathan Chittenden. 
Jonathan Chittenden was also placed second in the 
competition. Boys High was back with a bang!

Twenty-four boys took part in the group section 
of the competition: three Form V teams, and one 
each from Forms IV, III and II. The practising of the 
group speeches proved tricky, as often one of the 
boys in the team was off from school for ten days 
because he was at home isolating, but I was so proud 
of how the boys worked around the situation. All 
the groups received a Gold or Gold+ certificate.

As there were no Public Speaking Competitions in 
2020, boys were not given the opportunity to compete 
and this affected the awarding of Colours and Half 
Colours. To receive Half Colours, a boy has to obtain 
three Gold+ awards in one year, one being for a 
group speech, or four Gold+ awards in two years 
are needed, one being for a group speech. When I 
heard that the Four Schools Competition had been 
cancelled, I decided to hold an internal competition to 
give the boys the opportunity to compete to achieve 
their Half Colours. Mrs Janine Gyori agreed to be the 
adjudicator and we were privileged to be the first 

group to be allowed to use The Tony Reeler Room.
For the past two years I have been eyeing this 

space for Public Speaking Competitions because it 
is so beautiful and the acoustics are excellent. I have 
watched Mr Ewart-Phipps, having painstakingly cut 
every piece of wood, carry it from the Woodwork 
Centre to The Tony Reeler Room and lovingly place 
it in the perfect position. He has single-handedly 
restored the room to its original glory and created the 
perfect ambience for Public Speaking competitions. 
I would pop in every day on my way past and 
teasingly hurry him along because I couldn’t wait for 
the opportunity to use the room. It resembles the regal 
school halls of the private schools in England’s West 
Country which I visited in 2005. Mr Ewart-Phipps is 
a truly remarkable craftsman and the Public Speaking 
Club will always be thankful to him for creating such 
a perfect place to hold competitions.

Ten boys took part in the internal competition and 
all received Gold or Gold+ certificates. The topic 
was “What it means to be a man of value”. This topic 
was an extension of The Bloom Campaign’s topic 
“Unapologetically Male”. For the Campaign, boys 
videoed their speeches and they were placed on the 
school’s website for all to see. Mrs Gyori was blown 
away by the boys’ maturity and their profound 
thinking on the topic. The results of this competition 
enabled Liam Gillesen and Paballo Raphela to be 
awarded Half Colours for Public Speaking.

2021 has been a year of Covid challenges but it 
has forced the club to think “outside the box” and 
come up with creative solutions. We have met the 
challenges head on and come out stronger. We look 
forward to using The Tony Reeler Room every year.

Bev Boerstra
Master in Charge

Paballo Raphela and Mrs Boerstra encouraging Form Is to join the Public 
Speaking Club at the Commencement Ceremony

Seated: T Masango, P Wessels (Vice Chairman), B Boestra 
(MIC), L Gillesen (Chairman), K Molomo, T Mshumpela

First Row L–R: M Kingsley, A Abdelrahman, J Muzondida,  
T Chirozvi, P Raphela, M Guswani, L Kgotlagomano 

Second Row L–R: N Nonganye, T Kufakunesu, J Kok, L Jara,  
B Le, J Schoon



C
LU

BS
 A

N
D

 S
O

C
IE

TI
ES

 

The Pretorian168

Many people approached 2021 with the hope of a 
much better year than 2020. While this year has been 
better in some respects, it has been, to a large extent, 
similar to 2020. Nevertheless, the goodness of God 
has never and will never fail us. 

In spite of the challenges and obstacles we 
faced due to the pandemic, the spirit of the School 
Christian Association (SCA) remained fervent. The 
weekly messages shared during SCA meetings gave 
boys hope and instilled in them tenacity and courage 
to face and conquer difficulties. Covid-19 affected 
individuals in so many different ways that, for some, 
the weekly meetings were akin to a lifeline. One of the 
great aspects of Christianity is that we are taught the 
principles needed not merely to survive but to thrive 
in the world we live in today. During SCA meetings, 
not only did we learn and understand the word of 
God but we were also enlightened and motivated 
by listening to the thoughts and experiences of other 
boys navigating the storms of daily life. The word of 
God combined with these discussions, inspired us to 
continue growing in all spheres of our lives to fulfil 
the ultimate cause of Christ. 

It is of utmost importance that we stand for 
something because as Alexander Hamilton said, 
“those who stand for nothing, fall for anything”. We 
are steadfast in our stance because we know that the 
greatest cause is that for Christ. 

Although the SCA could not have the annual 
events it normally had such as Praise and Worship 

evenings, we were fortunate enough to attend the 
final night of the Christian Revival Church’s Dream 
Week Conference. World-class guest speakers were 
invited and the theme revolved around dreams, 
specifically dreams being revived as Christians got 
ready for Divine Restoration. The boys who were 
able to attend had a phenomenal time in God’s 
presence filled with dynamic praise and worship 
and powerful messages. 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to 
Mr Claassens for his continued dedication and 
commitment in leading us every week by sharing 
uplifting, relevant messages and to Mrs Mentz for 
ensuring the overall functioning and success of the 
SCA. Above all, we thank God for sustaining us 
through times of adversity and prosperity and for 

the Holy Spirit who leads us into all 
truth and understanding. 

Regardless of the hardships 
and challenges that have plagued 
humanity in the last two years in 
particular, in God we trust that our 
best days are ahead of us. Through 
the resolute commitment and 
vigour of the boys, the SCA will 
grow stronger than ever before. 
A massive revival is definitely 
heading our way. 

“Those who hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength. They will soar 
on the wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint,” Isaiah 40:31. 

Simiso Msimanga 
Chairman

SCA
Students’ Christian Association

Seated L–R: S Zwane, S Msimanga, M Meyer, Q Magwevana 
First Row L–R: L Njiya, P Mouton, Mrs C Mentz (MIC), H Meijer, Z Ndhlazi

Second Row L–R: R Holman, L Mokobaki, L Phasha, B Crewe-Brown

Kgaogelo Lekgau and Joshua van Wyk enjoying the CRC Conference 
with Marcus Claassen
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Science Club
The Science Club had another successful year jam-
packed with experiments, exciting lessons, and the 
odd projectile potato. Mr Truter, Mrs Steyn and the 
boys all put in a great deal of work this year to make 
sure we had our best one yet. Not only did we have 
the highest attendance numbers, but the boys also 
stepped up and did as many presentations as they 
could to make sure we had a variety of topics to 
learn about and discuss.

We started the year off with a bang, shooting 
our potato cannon from the cricket pavilion on 
Hofmeyr Oval. Our furthest shots landed just short 
of Brooks Field. This was a greatly exciting start to 
our year for the Form Is to get more interested in the 
Science Club. What followed was week after week 
of captivating lessons in all fields of science, from 
the several million kilometre wide astronomical 
bodies to the unfathomably small chemical world 
and atomic exchanges. These lessons also took place 
in many different places, from the quads to the 
classrooms and from the labs to the fields.

Lessons presented by the boys were more 
numerous than ever, inspiring the younger Forms 
to participate in the experiments and give ideas to 
others who also wanted to present a lesson. One such 
presentation was a homemade “trebuchet”, a type of 
catapult that uses a long arm and a counterweight 
to throw a cricket ball a couple of metres. This was a 
fantastic demonstration of optimisation, projectiles 
and geometry,while still being captivating to the 
boys. We tried our hand at paper chromatography, a 
laboratory technique for the separation of a mixture 
to identify different dyes used in the production 
of different coloured markers. The club spent one 
Friday afternoon making and using our own pH 
indicator out of red cabbage, which is purple when 

neutral, blueish-green in a strong base and red in 
a strong acid. We had a talk from our own Kaveer 
Nagessar about “black holes” many times the size 
of our sun. He helped put the sheer magnitude of 
these celestial bodies into perspective, showing 
just how small Earth is compared to the universe. 
We had quite a few electrical displays, including 
circuit-board work in the labs, high voltage static 
electricity generated by the school’s own van der 
Graaf generator which makes hair stand on end and 
can deliver a surprising but harmless shock. Our 
other big electrical display was another homemade 
Jacob’s Ladder, which converts 220 V wall power 
into a hypnotising 2000 V electrical arc that rises due 
to its heat. We also electroplated copper onto some 
metal objects, like pens, a bracelet and scissors. The 
infamous Non-Newtonian fluid, a fluid that does 
not follow Newton's law of viscosity, was another 
experiment that involves a careful mix of cornstarch 
and water to make a liquid that becomes hard when 
a sudden force is applied, but turns to liquid again 
after the fact. 

We did not get as many guest speakers as 
we would have wanted (something we plan to 
rectify in 2022) but we did still have a talk from 
Neville Young, a technical writer and astronomer 
who spoke to us about the enchanting world of 
exoplanets and constellations so the boys could 
better understand what they were seeing when 
they looked up at the night sky.

Despite lockdown and Covid restrictions we 
still managed to have a Science Club outing to the 
Sci-Bono Discovery Centre, a world-class science 
centre that supports maths, science and technology 
education and offers innovative, dynamic learning 
experiences. This was the best opportunity for 

The Science Club after a fun afternoon
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the boys to get hands-on with the kinds of science 
experiments either too complex or expensive for us 
to do ourselves. 

We decided to end off the year in the same way 
we started and fired our cannon one last time for 
our matric 
group. This was 
one of the most 
dedicated and 
eager groups 
that the Science 
Club has ever 
seen and the 
leaving matrics 
know that it 
remains in good 
hands. The 
future looks 
i n c r e a s i n g l y 
p r o m i s i n g . 
Thank you to 
Mr Truter and 
Mrs Steyn for 
their continued 
hard work and 

passion for the Science Club. Here’s to many more 
successful and knowledge-filled years.

Mark Serfontein
Chairman

Science Club

Seated L–R: K Chavhunduka, A Fidos, K Nagessar (Vice Chairman), Mr W Truter (MIC), A Kuol, S Hong, S Sookay
First Row L–R: K Munzhedzi, K Mlotshwa, L MacDonald, S Dlamini, J Venter, M Beke, D Reddy, R Moloisane

Second Row L–R: G Lubbe, I Giyose, L Louw, M Masibigiri, B Pretorius, E Crous
Third Row L–R:  A Sindana, L Disipi, S Muyambo, C Lwasapijja, J Aiya, P Yenga

Fourth Row L–R: N da Silva, J Visser, E Neto, G van Zyl
Absent: M Serfontein (Chairman), R Halvorsen, A le Roux, T Gurnell, A Dreyer, J Camacho, S van der Merwe, L Egan, A Okonkwo, A Mteto, 

A Higa, B Ngwasheng, C Williams, E Rademeyer, J Salter, J Sherwood, J Pretorius, K Bunga, O Bunga, M Mahawani, M Malan, M Rogers,  
N Bettman, S Nell, T Tattersall, T Haung, M Russell, S Naicker

A classic Friday activity is shooting potato cannons over Hofmeyr Oval
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Willem Truter (MIC) and Mark Serfontein (Chairman) at the 
Commencement Ceremony

Mark Serfontein demonstrating the trebuchet that he built at home
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Social Outreach 
The last two years have been particularly difficult for 
the Social Outreach Society. Covid has had a serious 
impact on our ability to function effectively as all 
our meetings take place off campus as we engage 
with childrens’ homes and old age homes. 

Term 1 was restricted as all sport and cultural 
activities outside of school were put on hold. This 
required us to be innovative and come up with 
ways that we could still meet and influence others. 
We started with a Scrabble competition that we 
opened up to all boys. A small entry fee was asked 
and we used this to buy stationery for the stationery 
drive. It was an afternoon of fun and we challenged 
everyone’s spelling skills. 

From the start of Term 2, we were able to visit 
Bramley Childrens’ Home. We had numerous visits 
there this year. They really appreciated our extended 
involvement in the home. We are very excited to 
welcome two of the boys to Boys High next year, one 
as a boarder and the other as a day boy.

Our usual visits to old age homes were restricted 
and I believe everyone, boys and oldies alike, have 
missed our games afternoons. We do hope that 
in 2022 we will be able to resume our visits. They 
are such an important part of Outreach, both for 
the boys and the old folk. Our boys learn so much 
compassion through spending time with the elderly.

After working with the Social Outreach Society 
for nineteen years and being very involved at the 
Mohau Center at Kalafong, it has been very sad for 
me that we have been unable to visit there since 
March 2020. I trust that this will change in 2022 and 
that we will be able to renew our connections.

Despite the difficulties this year, we have had 
some really good experiences and I am so grateful 
to work with an amazing group of young men. They 
give me hope for the future.

Penny Vlag
Master in Charge

1.  Social Outreach Society visit to Bramley Children’s Home
2.  Arts and Crafts at the Mohau Centre 

3.  Social Outreach Society boys helping with homework at the 
Sunnyside shelter

4. An afternoon of building lego with children from Bramley

1. 2.

3. 4.
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Seated L–R: N Finck, J Pretorius (Chairman), Mrs P Vlag (MIC), J Finck (Vice Chairman), R Fourie
First Row L–R: L Kamuwanga, R Coetser, J Olivier, K Sarkodie

Second Row L–R: W Cox, D Maphike
Absent: T Chirozvi

Social Outreach Society visit to Bramley Children’s Home An afternoon of arts and crafts at 
the Mohau Centre
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SNIA

Seated L–R: R Modisane, K Molomo (Vice Chairman), T Mukiwa (Chairperson), Mrs L Smith (MIC), A Adam 
(Secretary), N Zwane, L Mahanjana
First Row L–R: K Monnapula, E Nkem-Abonta, E Dlulemnyango, M Mahwasane, B Janse van Rensburg, S Woldesadie
Second Row L–R: K Motsa, R Mokale, L Rowse, L Matsiliza, S Msimanga, B Magadla, N Janari
Absent: A Bellis, D Krause, G Haung, C Kok

Society for National and International Affairs (SNIA)
It has been an exciting year for the SNIA because 
the club had the privilege of hearing a vast number 
of different opinions on the weekly topics under 
discussion. Members of the SNIA ranged from Form 
Is through to Form Vs and every single boy had the 
opportunity to express his opinions freely and learn 
from one another. Mrs Smith's leadership has been 
instrumental in the success of the club throughout 
the year and I commend her for the brilliant manner 
in which she created the perfect environment for the 
boys in the SNIA. 

The SNIA raised controversial topics on a weekly 
basis. Some examples of the intriguing topics 
included: gender-based violence, abortion and 
vaccination. Every topic was unpacked in its entirety. 
One of the best things about the SNIA is that after 
every discussion, every boy is encouraged to take 
some form of action against a certain societal issue. 
The SNIA raised awareness of some serious issues 
that face South Africa and the rest of the world and I 
believe that it is safe to say that the club prepares all 
its members to tackle these issues in their own lives. 

Due to the disruptive Covid-19 pandemic, the club 
has faced some interruptions in the plans we had 
for the year. However, we still had some memorable 
events. One Friday afternoon we watched the 
documentary, “The Red Pill”, in which a woman 
investigates and becomes sympathetic to the men's 
rights movement. Through her investigation, she 
began to realise that society was indeed very biased 
against males. We all enjoyed the documentary and 

the discussion that followed was very valuable as 
various opinions were raised. 

Another memorable discussion was initiated 
when the iconic British politician, Lord Peter Hain, 
sent us copies of his latest book, “A Pretoria Boy”. 
Lord Peter Hain is an Old Boy who was a noted 
anti-fascist and anti-apartheid campaigner in the 
1970s in Britain. Lord Peter Hain led passionate 
and very successful anti-apartheid protests against 
the Springbok rugby tour of Britain and Ireland in 
the 1970s which led to him being labelled as public 
enemy number one by white South Africans. He 
even received threats against his life, but prevailed 
in his anti-apartheid campaign against the apartheid 
government. The SNIA had the opportunity to get 
acquainted with Lord Peter Hain in a virtual meeting 
in which some members of the SNIA were allowed 
to ask a few questions. It truly was a memorable 
discussion for every boy in the SNIA. I must admit 
that I was a little starstruck!

I am confident that I speak for every member of 
the SNIA in saying that every Friday afternoon in 
Room 3 has been fantastic and worthwhile. I have 
learned so much in my time as a member of the club. 
I must make special mention of Kagiso Molomo, our 
Deputy Chairman, who ensured that everything ran 
smoothly during our Friday afternoon meetings, 
but also raised his thought-provoking opinions at 
every meeting. I must also make special mention of 
Adam Abdelrahaman, our Secretary, who ensured 
that the administration was taken care of and that 

everything was 
organised. Thank 
you to all the boys 
that devoted their 
Friday afternoons 
to the SNIA and 
conducted valuable 
research to make 
the discussions 
fruitful and 
exciting. 

I know that 
under the 
leadership of Mrs 
Smith the SNIA will 
continue to grow 
and the discussions 
will continue to 
inspire the boys.

Tinotenda Mukiwa
Chairman
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When I think of the SNIA in 2021, I think of two 
phrases, “opinions in a safe space” and “debating 
but better”… two expressions I often like to use when 
describing the SNIA to new members. Credit for the 
first phrase, “opinions in a safe space” has to go to 
Mrs Smith and the Chairman, Tinotenda Mukiwa. 
Both worked very hard to create an environment 
where all opinions were equal, all insights were 
welcome. They formed a culture within the SNIA 
where there was no fear of voicing opinions. The 
second phrase being “debating but better” has to be 
credited to all the members. We meet each Friday, 
and the boys never fail to bring interesting, educated 
opinions to the table and bring smiles to faces 
through light-hearted banter and well-placed jokes 
in the most heated discussions.

Even though 2021 was a Covid year, there were still 
many highlights. One of the many worth mentioning 
was the screening of Fighting Every Day for Everyone’s 
Tomorrow: Zero to Zero, at PBHS. This documentary 

was about the effects of the Covid pandemic on 
patients, families, health workers, doctors, specialists 
and hospital staff at the Zuid-Afrikaanse Hospital 
in Pretoria. The documentary was eye-opening and 
showed the human aspect of the Covid statistics. It 
also presented boys with an opportunity to ask the 
producers thought-provoking questions that most 
certainly helped develop their journalistic skills.

The SNIA was also very involved in the 
Bloom Campaign, composing a poem titled, 
“Unapologetically male”, to help raise awareness of 
discrimination against men. The SNIA had further 
plans linking to the Bloom Campaign, but because 
of Covid, these were put on hold.

2021 was a very thought-provoking year that 
saw much growth in membership, diversity, and 
demographics.

Benjamin Janse van Rensburg
Chairman (2022)
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During one of the SNIA meetings, Mr Werner Obermeyer, a past member of staff, dropped in to meet the members
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Wildlife
2021 was overall a much better year for the Wildlife 
Society! We did have a few successful outings but 
there were some outings which were unfortunately 
cancelled due to Covid, one of them being a trip to 
the Kruger National Park. 

A few highlights of our year included a talk on 
pangolins by Professor Ray Jansen, the Chairman of 
the African Pangolin Working Group, which really 
opened our eyes as to how dire the situation is and 
how we need to do something about the unnecessary 
poaching. We took a few trips to the “Huskie Havens” 
which were very interactive and productive. However, 
the main highlight of this year was the project of 
improving the Loch at our school. We aim to transform 
the Loch into a neater and more preserved area that 
highlights the diversity of wildlife. 

We commenced this important undertaking with 
a few trips to the Loch to spray and remove the 
Lantana and a few other alien plant species such as 
the infamous Kakiebos which grows all along Main 
Drive. This is a very big project, but with the help of 
the members and a good leader, it will no doubt be a 
huge success! In addition to this, we planned to add 

more owl houses to Pollock Campus to allow for 
more accommodation for the beautiful owls which 
flock to Boys High. 

The Wildlife Society looks forward to not only 
improving the school, but to all things which may 
come in the future. The future of the society looks 
promising. Thank you to the members for their 
immense commitment. It was an absolute honour to 
serve the Wildlife Society in my five years at Boys 
High. Good luck and keep up the great spirit.
Although Covid posed a real problem in keeping the 
society on its feet we managed the following in 2021:
1. Assisting in cleaning alien plants at Dinokeng 

Game Reserve
2. Donating and cleaning at the Huskie Haven in 

Lanseria
3. Cleaning up and removing alien vegetation on 

the school grounds
4. Donating, cleaning and walking the dogs at 

Wollies Animal Shelter

Matthew Kingsley
Chairman

Cleaning up alien vegetation at Dinokeng Game Reserve
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Seated L–R: H Meijer, J-P du Plessis, R van Hoven, M Kingsley (Chairman), Mr P Loots (MIC), M Matabane, A Sandla, L Njiya
First Row L–R: R Holman, N Nyoni, L Otto, R Schoeman, A le Roux, D Pieterse, B Crewe-Brown

Second Row L–R: J Breetzke, R Pienaar, A Kuol, A Raby, N Botha, O Motsoaledi
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Food donation and blankets at Husky Heaven
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Wildlife

1.  Luan Otto working at Husky Heaven in Lanseria
2.  Reece Holman, Rqagile Mpemnyama at Wollies cleaning cages
3.  Nicholas Botha – Form I Commencement Ceremony

4.  L–R: James Sekete, Aidan Raby, Caeleb Davids cleaning up the 
school grounds

5. Walking the dogs at Wollies Animal Shelter

1.

2.

3.

4. 5.
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Writing can inspire, create passion and 
determination to achieve success within those 
who participate in it. So much so, that it can be 
considered a sport. Competition is rife among those 
who write. Passion has revealed itself in the form 
of a monster on the fields of black ink and white 
paper which has gripped the boys of the club. 
Thanks to that resolve, success has been attained 
and presented itself alongside those still striving 
for achievements.

This year has been wreathed in the mists of 
Covid-19, even though life has largely resumed a 
type of normality. It still lurks with a subtle touch 
that barely perceives itself in the mind. It has created 
debates, arguments and the pushing of boundaries. 
It has created façades of cheeriness and revealed the 
true face of depression that, at times, is concealed. 
The club allows for writers to exercise their freedom 
of speech to sparkle and shine in creativity more 
precious than the supposed value of gold. 

If nothing else, the club challenges the norm. 
It challenges the mind, emotions and the spirit. 
Activities such 
as describing the 
emotions one feels 
when looking at a 
picture or listening 
to a piece of music, 
describing a colour 
or explaining 
abstract concepts 
like rage and fear, 
completing a group 
story about an alien 
and a spy, exploring 
alternative forms of 
poetry and writing 
a stylised haiku 
and tanka are all 
part of the writing 
experience. There 
is an activity or 
new experience 
for everyone in the 
club. 

The club has 
opened a new 
place for writers to 
explore, challenge 
and travel from 

one arena to another and, like a rogue, with a 
touch of guerilla warfare, dungeons have been 
overcome no matter how large or treacherous. 
Guerilla warfare occurred in the events of Murder 
Mayhem, a collaborative experience with the Film 
Club which resulted in the production of a short 
film. It also occurred in another journey, The Bloom 
Campaign, which permitted us to explore the topic 
of being “Unapologetically Male” and focused on 
the importance of harmony and respect between 
men and women. 

The club has established its roots in Pretoria Boys 
High’s cultural sphere where writers are exploring 
numerous aspects of their reality and developing 
their skills and confidence. It has been a pleasure to 
see the club advance and diversify and I trust that it 
will prosper and be as liberal as it has always been 
in the years to come. 

Keenan Kissoon
Chairman

Writers’ Club

Seated L–R: K Kissoon, Mrs C Mentz (MIC), J Visser
First Row L–R: N Ngulele, T Mahlangu, A Yusuff, T Bogopane

Second Row L–R: V Mabunda, R Mashele, E Gibberd
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G She flew with grace. Her ancient wings, aged 

with wisdom, spreading like a coat across the sky. 
The moon’s ambient rays lit up the black water 
beneath her. The countless stars and constellations 
gives her a sense of peace and comfort. She feels a 
gust of air in her elegant feathers. Her talons are 
roaring with hunger, seeking their next victim. 
Her eyes are glowing jades tracking their motions 
below her. Behind her, two owlets flap clumsily. 
They watch their mother with an eager for 
learning. They all perch on a branch, listening for 
their next meal.

His cold green skin is like armour across his 
body. He feels the glacial rocks beneath him as 
he slithers as a wave through the towering grass. 
The sweetness of the air is a lullaby to his forked 
tongue. The gentle breeze rustles the leaves in the 
gigantic trees. He chases the vibrations. Something 
is wandering nearby.

Her disease-ridden skin is black with filth. Her 
naked tail swerves around frantically. Her eyes are 
like cinnamon. Urgent for second-hand food, she 
trots through the tall grass. She feels his fangs of 
death grasp her. She tries to move but his neurotoxic 
venom leaves her numb. She squeaks with pain. It 

is the last thing she hears before his jaw fits around 
her body. The last thing she feels is the constriction 
of her murderer.

The cold-blooded creature’s thirst for blood is 
now quenched. Sluggish from hunting he rests. 
Now is the perfect time to strike. Her wings flew 
with fury. Her feathers are like and array of daggers. 
His armour is no match for her gore-craving talons. 
He twitches with anxiety. Will this be his end? She 
pins him to the cold ground. Her beak punctures his 
skull. His lifeless body falls to the earth. Her children 
can eat tonight. The owlets chirp in amazement. 
Their mother is the apex predator tonight.

A loudbang echoes through the valley. She feels 
a sharp bullet impale her back. Her soul is sucked 
from heer body. The owlets’ hearts drip with 
sadness. Their mother is gone. They hear hunters’ 
jeering and laughing in the distance.

Silence fills the skies she once flew. The stars 
no longer shine. The owlets’ survival rests upon 
themselves now, for they learned of life’s beauty of 
brutality.

Daniel Geerdink 
Form V

They learned about the brutality and beauty of life

Gcobani Rumbu F3 Aaron Barrera F3

Jason Stanley Sidimela F5 Azanda Nyangintsimbi F3
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GIt was getting dark and I promised I would be home 
for supper. I was alone in the forest, and I didn’t 
know where I was going. That is why I was glad to 
see a tall rugged-looking man with a sharp pointy 
axe resting on his huge left shoulder. Then I was 
horrified. He started chopping through the flesh 
of an innocent body. I could imagine how painful 
it was. I could see bits and pieces of innards flying 
out. I could hear it screaming in my heart. Ooh! How 
sorry I felt for that poor tree.

Amogelang Sindana
Form I

Slaughter

It is now Monday morning. It has been about five 
days since I started filling up the bag. It smells rotten 
and it’s messy. At one point, the bag started getting 
so full that I had to start cutting and tearing “stuff” 
so they could fit. The disposal truck is going to be 
here any minute and I hope they don’t ask too many 
questions. Who knows? Maybe they will give me a 
hand. I hear a beep at the gate. That’s them. I stood 
up and went to the kitchen. It was time. Time to take 
out the trash.

Mufunwa Masibigiri 
Form I

Disposal

Here at Boys High everyone has heard the tale of 
a treacherous path, a path that has been known for 
decades to crush souls and spirits. It is this path that 
requires both mental and physical readiness and 
preparedness. Every boy who has had the privilege 
of going here has certainly met his match. There are 
some who are worthy of such a task; however, this 
is a long and arduous process to achieve. I myself 
am one of those few who proved worthy at the very 
first encounter, but oh my word, is Polly Shorts a 
nightmare!

Ryan Donaldson 
Form I

Traditions

I skitter across the table top and come to a nervous 
stop next to the kettle. This is risky. If they see 
me, they’ll kill me. No time to stand still. I start. A 
delicious aroma wafts into my nose. I know that 
smell: ’tis the smell of happiness. The combined 
efforts of my nose and stomach lead me into the 
cupboard. There it is – an absolutely gorgeous 
block of exposed cheese! I move closer and sniff it 
delicately. Aaah yes, the 2018 Camembert. Rich, full-
bodied, with subtle hints of grain and plums. I waste 
no time in grabbing it – THUD.

Simon Holm 
Form III

Food

Andries Fourie F5 Andre Badenhorst F3 Kgotso Malatji F5



The Pretorian182

English
C

R
EA

TI
V

E 
W

R
IT

IN
G She took ages cutting all the different parts. They 

were arriving soon and her husband had provided 
the main course. She cooked all the meat for dinner 
and bought the appetizers and desserts. She prepared 
herself and set the table. She was so excited for the 
night and couldn’t wait to see everyone’s faces when 
they took their first bite.

At last they arrived! She greeted them with a 
warm and welcoming smile, and each of them took 
their seats. She couldn’t wait to serve them, but, 
most importantly, she couldn’t wait to serve her 
husband … to the guests.

Jordan Reddy 
Form III

Dinner

I entered the ring feeling scared to my stomach 
thinking I might throw up. Everyone is screaming in 
excitement while I am feeling petrified. The referee 
starts the game and I start praying in fear, hoping 
nothing happens to me. All of a sudden I felt myself 
being lifted. I opened my eyes and I was being tossed 
left and right and being spun round and round. It 
went on for a terrible two minutes until I was let 
down easy. I left the ring ASAP and I knew I wasn’t 
going to ride the UFO at Gold Reef City again.

Lesedi Nkoane 
Form III

Wrestler

Run. Faster. I won’t allow myself to slow down. 
I want to stop but I can’t. My legs are numb, so 
numb they ache, badly. The forest fire in my lungs 
burns persistently as if fuelled by my need to move 
forward.

I cannot let them catch me. I will not let them 
catch me.

That fat beast with his weapons of ink and paper 
chases me, threatening my existence. I’ve seen 
it happen to the children who were unfortunate 
enough to fall victim to his grasp of failure. That 
won’t happen to me! Run. Faster. I will pass P.E.

Lloyd Donaldson 
Form III

Run

It was a Sunday afternoon and I had just finished 
thinking about where I would go after doing this. 
My hands wrapped tightly round its thin neck. 
Overthinking the possible outcomes made it all 
nerve-wracking. I kept on wondering if I was 
ever going to stand the humiliation. But now I 
had to focus. I tightened my grip on its neck and 
lined-up its face with the fist-sized object that 
was about to be released. And that is when I took 
a deep breath. I focussed. And just like that, I 
spectacularly batted the ball out of the enormous 
stadium.

Thato Bashego 
Form III

Batter

The rising formless grey, 
Brings a world so fey. 
The biting breath, 
Foul-time’s death. 
The dying gold of day 
Shimmers in glowing way. 

A grey hat upon the world, 
Below, a dim light, still furled. 
Falling comes heaven's tears, 
Washing away all fears. 
White sheets before my eyes, 
Cleanses the world of dyes. 

Kemp van der Watt 
Form V

Teal and Green 
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GJohn was awake and ready for the day by five 
o’clock. This was the standard time when things 
started and the day began. The mornings always 
brought madness, but this madness was just part of 
John’s day and he had become accustomed to the 
chaos. Growing up in a house where the mornings 
brought madness, might be the reason that John 
survived the madness to come. 

John joined the U.S. Airborne in 1943. Most of 
the unit had only a year to train. John believed that 
his childhood had prepared him for this. His father, 
walking through the house at exactly five o’clock 
every day, making sure that everyone was awake, 
was not much different to their officer shouting into 
the barracks. The five siblings running past each 
other, trying to be the first one ready, was not any 
different to his new “brothers” running around their 
bunks. Every morning, John silently thanked his 
father for preparing him for this. Men would fumble 
and fail to complete their tasks, but John completed 
his morning routine first and without error, while his 
father shouted instructions in the back of his mind. 

Heading to France, John was about to experience 

true madness – jumping into the cold morning with 
no idea of what was on the other side. The morning 
was calm for once, but John knew that the madness 
would come. The unit was packed into planes and 
they were off in the air. Everything was calm. John 
could hear the breathing of his brothers and could 
feel their fear. The calm continued into the morning. 
John was uneasy because he knew the madness 
would come soon. It hit him suddenly, like jumping 
into a freezing pool; the shock woke him up. The anti-
aircraft fire lit up the sky. He could hear explosions, 
planes breaking apart and men screaming, but his 
father’s voice kept him calm. “Embrace the madness 
that the morning brings and you will come out ready 
for anything,” he kept saying. 

Blocking out the noise and keeping calm, he 
waited for the green light. Counting silently, he saw 
the red glow in the plane change to the familiar 
green and, without another thought, he jumped into 
the madness of the morning that was 6 June 1944.

Dieter Snyckers 
Form IV

Morning Madness

Ethan Dos Passos F5

Jayden Wills F5 Jason Stanley Sidimela F5
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G There was once a little fox who lived in the grasslands 

of Africa. He was abandoned by his parents near the 
river banks of a great river. One day, a fierce and 
mighty lion met the little fox. He felt pity for the 
fox and took it under his wing but only if the fox 
assisted in hunting for food .The fox eagerly agreed 
because he was cold and hungry.

One cold evening, the lion decided that he would 
go hunting alone to replenish their food supply. The 
lion had a secret hiding place where he stored meat for 
rainy days and the fox was the only other animal who 
knew where this hiding place was. From a nearby tree, 
Owl saw the lion leave without the fox and he saw an 
opportunity – so he flew down to the fox. 

“Hello, little fox,” greeted Owl in an evil tone. 
“He…hello,” replied the fox.
“I was sent by the lion to tell you that you should 

take the secret meat and share it with me,” said Owl 
convincingly.

The little fox, being tricked, gave the Owl the 
location of the meat. He split it with Owl. When the 
lion returned and interrupted the little fox eating the 
secret meat, he was furious and chased the little fox 
away. The fox returned to the place where the lion 
had found him and he died of starvation.

Moral: Don’t trust strangers. Be loyal to your 
friends. 

Ryan Adou 
Form I

The little fox and the lion

The person who changed my life. The person who 
helped me through tough times. The person who 
kept me going. A person can be splendid and 
extraordinary. This is a story of how my dad’s vast 
knowledge helped me through a tough time.

The year was 2020, known for not much more 
than Corona. I was happy enough to go to Bush 
School. It was the 9th day and we were about to take 
part in a mammoth task. The log carry was upon us.

We had to carry a log of no less than 10kg, but 
there was no scale so I had to judge the size of the 
log. Because of the arrogant 14-year-old I was, I 
chose a massive log. The challenge took place in 
a far-reaching land. We had to carry the log more 
than 3500m. At first it went well. I had the rope 
around my hands and pulled with relative ease. I 
thought I would be there in no time.

Seconds became minutes, minutes became hours 
and by now my legs were cramping and my hands 
were full of blisters. Every hill I thought would be 

the last, but they just kept on coming.
It was at that stage I realised that I ****** up. I 

was way over my head. But then I thought of 
my dad. He would always tell me about grit and 
determination. I was ambitious and motivated to 
get to the end.

I did not throw in the towel and pushed through – 
rock by rock, hill by hill. I just kept moving forward. 
I finally reached the final hill and could now see the 
camp again. It gave me the energy to push through 
the last 200m and I made it to the end. The log ended 
up weighing an astonishing 23kg.

Therefore, never forget the advice that people 
give you. It will help you carry that extra 13kg in 
life. And remember what my dad always used to 
say, “what doesn’t kill you, makes you stronger”. 
Keep on fighting and never give up.

Willie Jordaan
Form III

The person who kept me going

Jason Stanley Sidimela F5

Crouse Louw F5
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GOnce upon a time there were two brothers. Bob was 
an attention seeker and very full of himself. Sam 
worked hard at school and got good marks even 
though he had autism. Bob never got along with 
Sam and treated him like an outcast.

Bob and Sam were put into the same group for 
a school project with two other pupils. The other 
pupils were friendly with Bob. They excluded 
Sam from the project because he had autism. They 
thought that he would pull down their grades if 
they allowed him to help.

Sam was a smart child. During the group 
assignment, the teacher asked questions. Sam 
wanted to answer, but Bob shouted out first. Bob 
got the answer wrong and cost the group marks. 
One day, Sam went home crying and told his mom 
everything. 

His mother talked to Bob and told him to include 
Sam or he would be grounded, so Bob quickly 
decided to do as his mother instructed. The next 
day, the group allowed Sam to answer a difficult 
question in class. He got the answer right and raised 
their marks a lot. It was then that Bob realised that 
autism is not a disability. It is an ability.

Ty Legodi 
Form I

The two brothers

The mint-green waves thrashed against the 
immaculate canoe as it danced to the ocean’s 
rhythmic tune. The sun’s radiant rays lit up my 
soul as I climbed into my wet suit. I took one last 
inhalation of the salt-infused air as I stared at the 
bottomless void beneath me. At long last I could 
finally descend.

The icy waters stung my fingers but my suit was a 
greenhouse to my body. The depths gave me a sense 
of tranquility. The ocean had a serene silence to it. It 
was as if all my problems dissipated into nullity. My 
crystalline goggles made me view creation from a 
fresh perspective. The exhalation of my deep breaths 
in my ears like a jogger gasping for air.

A school of pearlescent fish flooded past me. Their 
scales were like sturdy armour. The reef served as 
a residence to thousands of distinctive species of 
marine life and it was a sight that would leave even 
the most ignorant of man in awe. 

As I Dived further down, a creature coated in 
bands of cream and crimson caught my eye, its back 
was a spine of thorns, a lionfish. It swam hastily 
towards an obtuse sardine. Its monstrous pectoral 
fins plunged at the victim and left it concussed. 

Finally, it devoured the meal in one bite.
An astral organism bloomed in the distance. Its 

transparent vines gracefully trailed its mushroom-
shaped body. The jellyfish wrapped its tentacle 
around a tangerine-coloured shrimp. Its high 
voltage left the inferior target stunned. The neon 
ghost appeared to suck its prey’s soul into its body. 
It was a bewitching sight that would also make one’s 
blood run cold.

Beneath me, porous fingers formed a spectrum of 
every colour conceivable. The coral was the heart of 
the sea and although delicate, so vital for all marine 
life. The aesthetic scentry would even mesmerize 
the blind. Each finger had a unique design that told 
chronicles of its past battles and former occupants.

That’s how I dreamt it but the truth was that the 
sea was blackened with filth. I choked on the some 
that filled the skies above the oil-coated waters. The 
ocean was empty and dull coral echoed the screams 
of all the creature’s souls that were butchered by our 
nets. What have we done?

Daniel Geerdink 
Form V

Twisting the truth

Crouse Louw F5
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G Two was jealous of One…

This was because One was at the top of things
First in everything
He could do anything
And he did it best 
Aced every test
Played first team everything
And for this thing … Two hated One
Even though number one was what number two 
wanted to become 
‛Cause truth was, Two was frustrated
Frustrated that he was second every second second 
of the day
“What about the first second of the first day?” you 
may say
Well those too, Two was second anyway
Two aslo never looked as smart as One
‛Cause he always walked around, socks down, top 
button undone
‛Cause he always walked around looking scruffy, 
shady, sketchy
‛Cause he always walked around, hair too long and 
a tad too messy
It wasn’t his fault
One would always be One and do wonders
While, to be true, Two too would always be Two
Trying to do what One does …
Until eventually
Two became overcome with jealousy 
One day … Two decided to get even
One day … Two challenged One
To the one meter sprint
Now looking at the factors and the figures
One would figure 
That One was clearly better
At short distances and would thus be the victor

Probably something to do with his figure
But still, they got on their marks and got to set
Two narrowed his vision in concentration
He focused on his goal, refused to fail this self-
imposed mission
This could have been a turning point
Three, two one, the siren sounded
One’s speed was unprecedented
And by the time One was done
Two hadn’t even begun
And that’s how at the end of the day …
One being one, won
Two wanted to be One, he wanted this to be accepted
But his wish had been rejected
So he went home feeling dejected.

Two weeks later Two was still moping about 
Showing signs of depression
You could see it in his expression
That he was touched by his failure in that bout
His failure at his one shot to be number one
Eyes downcast
Two lumbered down number line lane
Passing other numbers and feeling like an outcast
The sky mirrored his emotional disposition being 
overcast
Two hours and a long walk later it started to rain
The weather seemed intent on imitating his hidden 
pain
Luckily, Two was almost back home when the storm 
started to get real 
He look up and there, before him, stood Three

Now Three was a stunning figure
Her beauty was blinding in its vigor
She was voluptuous 

Two

Crouse Louw F5
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Her form was luscious
And her curves …
Oh my days
She was just a spectacle in all her feminine ways
Long story short she was two things to Two
The worst combination of two things a girl can ever 
be to you
See there was a friend
And she was a crust
Coming back from his sullen walk
Two was thrilled to see Three on his porch
And within his chest he felt this rush
At seeing this girl
That just … made his mind melt to mush
But though she made him feel better
His heart was still dark matter
He pulled his eyes from her so they went into his 
house and began to talk
Three saw Two’s sulk and asked what was wrong
Two told a tale to tell Three the truth
Of how since his youth
Even in his prime
He wanted to be somebody else
Three said to him
"Two, listen to me
You’re twice what one could ever be
And even though the roots of your answer are 
irrational
You’re still rational
So just be natural
And enjoy being what you are."
"See, truth is" Three said
"I feel sorry for One"
"Cause truth be said"
His very nature dictates that he will forever remain 
single
Permanently unable to mingle
Cause in my opinion being one means a lifetime of 
cingularity
Indeed, a lifetime of singularity 
Indeed, a lifetime of being number one
But lonely has one in it
Alone, at the end of it
And to be one is to be alone
And to be alone is to a lonely
And that’s why I’ll stand proudly
And say I am Three
And I think you should too.

Damola Yusuff 
Form IV
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GWho are you who stands in my path to happiness?
Who are you who relishes in the fruits of my labour?
Who are you who hands me the Fruits of Truth from 
the Tree of Life?
The fruits which are so sweet to taste, sweeter than 
ambrosia, Yet
are bitter and rancid when I wish to swallow?
Who are you who makes me wait, yet
You follow from the front?

I am you
Three in the same.
We are the Truth of who you are
Only when you swallow the bitter Adams Apple,
mill the bland harvest of wheat and sorghum,
and plant the sweet vines for wine,
will we walk arm in arm
one in the same
to where your
happiness
truly
lies. 

Eduard Plint 
Form V

We Three Kings

Joshke Jacobs F5

Matthew Meyer F5
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Afrikaans

Almal het gevoelens. Ons het verskeie gevoelens 
soos liefde, vreugde, haat, ongelukkigheid en baie 
meer! Ons voel hierdie emosies elke liewe dag en dit 
beïnvloed ons meer as wat jy dink.

Ons besluite word deur ons gevoelens beïnvloed. 
Klein dinge soos sjokolade-keuses by die snoepie 
word deur gevoelens beïnvloed. Belangrike dinge 
soos vakkeuses en studierigtings word ook deur 
gevoelens beïnvloed. Die groot vraag is: Is dit ʼn 
goeie ding om gevoelens te hê? Seuns word dikwels 
vertel hulle mag nie huil nie. Hulle word geforseer 
om hulle gevoelens weg te sluit en die sleutel weg 
te gooi. Dit is nonsens! Gevoelens is wat ons mense 
maak.

Mense is nie masjiene wat take sonder emosie 
doen nie. Emosies is bitter waardevol en belangrik 

vir verhoudings. Ons doel in die lewe is om gelukkig 
te wees. Dit is onmoontlik sonder gevoelens! 
Gevoelens gee ons rigting in die lewe, want dit help 
ons om te weet waarvoor ons lief is. Daarna kan ons 
ons hartsverlange volg. Byvoorbeeld, ek is lief vir 
Frans. My gevoelens het my gelei om dit te kies as 
ʼn vak in graad 10. Ek het geluister na my hart en dit 
het gewerk!

My advies vir ons almal is: Moenie jou gevoelens 
wegsteek nie. Gebruik jou gevoelens om jou passie 
te volg. Seun, jy mág huil en jy mág gevoelens hê! 
Dit sal jou ʼn beter man maak. Volg jou hart, nes ʼn 
GPS!

Justin van den Boogaard 
Form V

Gevoelens is werklik ons GPS vir die lewe

Die wêreld is elke persoon op aarde se huis. Daar is 
net een wêreld en daarom moet ons ons aarde in ʼn 
goeie toestand hou. Dit moet kom van die mense en 
hoe hulle leef; dus het ons geen toorkuns nodig nie. 

Dit is geen geheim dat ons oseane in ʼn baie slegte 
toestand is nie. Daarom moet ons dringende aksie 
neem om ons oseane in ʼn beter toestand te kry. Die 
oseane is vol rommel, waarvan die meerderheid 
plastiek is. Mense moet fokus op die produkte wat 
hulle gebruik en moet so min plastiek as moontlik 
Gasse wat vrygestel word is baie sleg vir ons 
osoonlaag. Dit veroorsaak die probleem bekend as 
aardverwarming. Mense moet daarop fokus om so 
min koolstofdioksied as moontlik vry te laat in die 
atmosfeer. Ons moet eerder staatmaak op publieke 
vervoer, loop of fietsry. Ons moet ook die maatskappye 
wat ʼn groot oorsaak van hierdie gasse is, konfronteer 

en ons moet ophou om hulle te ondersteun. 
Die nuwe Netflix dokumentêr, Seaspiracy, 

het baie mense se oë oopgemaak oor hoe diere 
mishandel word vir ons luukse leefstyl. Meeste van 
die diere word onnodig mishandel en doodgemaak. 
Mense moet navorsing doen oor die produkte wat 
hulle gebruik. Dieremishandeling sal verminder as 
ons ophou om maatskappye wat diere mishandel, 
te ondersteun. 

Mense moet meer aksie neem en moet hul leefstyl 
verander om ons wêreld ʼn beter plek te maak. As 
almal hulle deel doen, sal die wêreld in ʼn positiewe 
manier verander sonder die gebruik van enige 
toorkuns. 

Eric Booyens 
Form VI

Ons het nie toorkuns nodig om die wêreld te verander nie

Ofentse Modisane F5 Matthew Meyer F5
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GDit was op die agterstoep van die plaas waar ek die 
eerste gedagtes van my lewe het. Dis waar ek en 
my broers gespeel het en baie gelag het. Dis waar 
ons baklei het en seergekry het. Ons het ons ma 
smoorkwaad gemaak. Dáár het ek grootgeword. 

Dit was op die agterstoep waar ek my vrou 
ontmoet het by ʼn klein partytjie wat ek gehou het. 
Dis waar ek op haar verlief geraak het en later in 
dieselfde huis ingetrek het toe my ouers oorlede is. 
Ek was so gelukkig saam met haar op die agterstoep. 

Dit was op die agterstoep waar ek my kinders 
gesien het deur hulle lewens gaan. Dis waar hulle 
hulle eerste tree gevat het, waar hulle vir die eerste 

keer gepraat het. Dis waar ek hulle gesien speel en 
baklei het. Waar ek verstaan het hoekom my ma 
altyd so kwaad vir my en my broers was. 

Dit is op die agterstoep waar ek nou sit. Ek is 
nou oud en grys met my vrou wat langs my, in my 
arms sit. Dis hier waar ek aan my lewe dink en al 
die duisende goed wat in my lewe gebeur het, voor 
my uitspeel. Dit lyk soos ʼn film van my lewe. Dit 
is op die agterstoep waar my lewe was. Ek kan nie 
gelukkiger wees nie.

Reuben Fourie 
Form VI

Op die agterstoep

Dit was op die agterstoep van ons huis waar ek my 
eerste tree gevat het. Ek weet, want elke keer wat my 
ma te veel wyn gedrink het, wys sy vir my die video 
wat my pa geneem het daardie dag. Al my en my 
broers se verjaarsdagpartytjies was op daai stoep 
gehou. Ons stoep was die hart van ons huis. 

Die stoep het ʼn paar banke en stoele gehad, 
twee koffietafels in die middel waar ons tjips en 
koek op gesit het, die honde se beddens en kos- en 
waterbakke en die ingeboude braai teen die muur 
wat ons nooit gebruik het nie, want my pa het altyd 
net op die Weber gebraai. 

In die dag het die son só mooi op die stoep 
geskyn. Dit het op die swembad ook geskyn en dit 
het gevoel asof ons met vakansie was by die see. Die 
stoep was vol geluide van kinders wat lag en in die 

swembad spring en swem, my pa en ooms wat praat 
oor rugby en jag en my ma wat al my tannies vertel 
van hoe goed ek en my broers op skool doen. 

In die aand het my pa soos ʼn koning gelyk 
wanneer hy by die braai staan – ʼn glas brandewyn 
in die hand, braaitang in die ander. Die rook gaan in 
sy oë, maar dit pla hom nie. Hy het my geleer hoe 
om die perfekte biefstuk te braai. 

Dit was op die agterstoep waar ek en my broers 
gesit het, terwyl my ma verduidelik het hoekom my 
pa uit die huis uit trek. Nou skyn die son nie meer 
op die stoep nie, die swembad is groen en ek staan 
by ʼn koue braai, alleen…

Joshua le Roux 
Form IV

Op die agterstoep

Hlulani Ringane F5 Ethan Dos Passos F5
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afgespoel is. Ek en my suster het oor die ou brug 
gestap op pad na Oom Karel toe, maar ek het op ʼn 
los plank getrap en het regdeur geval. Die rivier was 
kwaai en het my links en regs op die klippe gegooi. 
Ek het lank gesukkel en geskreeu vir hulp. Toe het 
ek skielik aan ʼn stomp gegryp, maar die stomp het 
my uitgetrek! Toe ek my die water uit my oë vee, 
besef ek dat die stomp die slurp van ʼn olifant was! 
Ja, ʼn olifant. Dis toe ek my beste vriendin ontmoet 
het. Sarah, die olifant. 

Ek en sy het van daardie dag af saam grootgeword 
en het alles saam gedoen. Ons het oral in die dorp 
gehelp – met bome omstoot, karre sleep wat vassit 
en mense help om huise te bou. Ons was soos 
Batman and Robin. Die slegste van tye kon ons twee 
nie van mekaar af weghou nie. Ek het selfs die hele 

dorp oortuig om vir haar ʼn veilige plek te gee in 
die dorp, weg van die stropers af, wat haar enorme 
tande wil hê. 

Maar een aand was daar ʼn storm en dit het 
katte en honde gereën. Sarah was baie bang en het 
weggehardloop. Die volgende oggend het ek en 
die hele dorp vir haar gaan soek. Ek het haar gekry, 
maar dit was te laat. Sy het daar onder ʼn boom gelê, 
asemloos en tandloos. Dit het my gebreek en my laat 
voel asof ek versmoor. 

Ek het daardie dag besluit om ʼn wildbewaarder 
te word en ʼn natuurreservaat oop te maak wat diere 
beskerm teen aaklige stropers, nes Sarah my daardie 
dag gered het en elke dag beskerm het. 

Fritz Potgieter 
Form IV

Sarah, die olifant

Tristan Storm F5

Lubabalo Tshikila F5 Katleho Ramolahlehi F3 Jason Stanley Sidimela F5

Tristan Storm F5 Lloyd Donaldson F3
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GDilo tše ntši di a itšhupa gore go kitima go phalwa ke 
go go sepela. Ge o dira dilo tša gago nako e sa le gona, 
o kgona go fihlelela katlego ye botse gape ka dihlora. 
Bothata ke gore batho ka bontši ba emela motsotso 
wa bofelo gore ba phethagatše mešomo ya bona. Taba 
ye e tla le mathata a mantši ka ge bjale o dira dilo ka 
kgapeletšo goba tšhušumetšo. Se ga se selo se sebotse.

Go dira mešomo yeo o e ratago ka kgapeletšo go 
dira gore o se šome ka lerato gape o se tšweletše 
bokgwari bja gago. Khwalithi ya seo o se šomago e 
ya fase gomme batho ba thoma go ipotšiša dilo tše 
ntši ka ga seo o tsebagalago ka sona. Go dira mešomo 
ka lepotlapotla go dira gape gore dipeakanyo di se 
tšwelele mošomong wa gago. Se e ka ba ka lebaka 
la gore ga go peakanyo ka ge o se wa ipha nako ya 
mošomo wa gago goba ga o tšweletše peakanyo ya 
gago gabotse ka bokgwari mošomong wa gago ka 
ge go se na nako ya go dira seo. Ge go etla ka go tša 
thuto le gona, o ka ba wa loba le maemo a gago ka 
gore o tšea dilo bohwefo. 

Bokhukhu ba boletše ba re, tšhipu e rile ke lebelo 
mohlaba wa re ke nabile. Ge o ipotša gore selo se 

rilego ke bobapalelo bja gago ka fao ga o hloke nako 
ya go ipeakanyetša ka ge o tseba matšo le maboo a 
sona, ke gona moo o tlo bonago mapenana a dinoga. 
O tlo kitima, wa tšwa sethitho wa ba wa wela fase 
ka ge seo o nyakago go se fihlelela se sa direge. Bao 
ba dirago dilo tša bona ka lenaneo ebile ba ipha 
nako ya mešomo ya bona, ba tšwelela e le batho ba 
bohlale, batho ba diroto gape ba go ba le tsebo yeo e 
tseneletšego ge go etla go seo ba šomago ka sona. O 
ka hwetša o phala motho ka tsebo ye rilego efela ka 
gore wena ga o beakanye dilo tša gago ka lenaeo, ya 
ba wena yoo a tšwelelago e le lešaedi goba sebodu 
bathong. Se se bohloko ke gore batho ga ba lebale 
dibodu gape ga ba lebale borametlae. Borametlae ke 
bona bao ba llago le go feta ge kgwele e eya dinong 
ka gore ba tseba gore ge nka be ba šomile ba be ba 
tlo iponagatša bobona bja nnete. Ke ka fao re rego, 
kodumela moepathutse ga go lehumo le tšwago 
kgauswi.

Mohumagatšana Bopape
Morutišigadi

Go kitima go phalwa ke go sepela

Na babuši ba Afrika Borwa ke balwelatokologo 
goba basenyi? Goreng babuši ba Afrika Borwa ba 
thoma e le balwelatokologo eupša ge nako e dutše 
e tšwelapele ba le dutulong tša bona ba thoma 
go fetoga borwakgwebo ka mengwako ya boTop 
Billing, mebotoro ya mabaibai, ditšhelete tše ntšintši 
tša go se nyalelane le go ba modirelammušo. Ge 
e le badudi ba naga bao ba se nao le sa bona ba 
swanetše go no tshepa gore tšhelete ya SASSA e tla 
ba thuša gore ba phele maphelo a makgonthe ao a 
hlokomelago Tokelo ya Tšhireletšo. 

Babuši ba Afrika Borwa ba ipontšhitše gammalwa 
gore ga ba na botshepegi. Ba tshepiša badudi ditirelo 
eupša badudi ga ba hwetše selo. Badudi ba Afrika 
Borwa ba phela maphelo a maemo a fasefase mola 
mmušo o kgona go reka difatanaga tša maemo a 
godimodimo tša Matona a ka Palamenteng. Mmušo 
o tshepiša ka mehla gore o tlo thuša badudi ka go 
oketša tšhelete ya SASSA ya masea, bakgalabje 
le bakgekolo, bagolofadi le yona yeo e tlilego le 
phandemiki ya Covid-19. Borasaense ba re dipalopalo 
tša mmušo le ditshepišo tša gona ga di sepetšane; ga 
di fe tlhaloganyo. Bona ba re tšhelete ya SASSA ga se 
karabo ya Tokelo ya Tšhireletšo ka lebaka la gore palo 
ya badudi bao ba hlokago thušo ya SASSA e oketšega 
ngwaga ka ngwaga go no swana le ge dipalopalo tša 
go ima ga bafsa di eya godimo, tlhokego ya mešomo 
e ya godimo, bjalo bjalo. 

Afrika Borwa e na le botopatšafase bjo bontši. Ge 

tšhelete ya SASSA e ka šomišwa gabotse e ka fetoša 
maphelo a badudi ba Afrika Borwa ebile e ka thuša 
ekonomi ya Afrika Borwa. Tšhelete ya SASSA e tla 
thuša batswadi gore ba hlokomele bana ba bona ka 
go ba rekela dijo tša phepo. SASSA e fa badudi ba 
Afrika Borwa tshepo ya gore bokamoso bja naga bo 
ka se swane le matšatši a kgalekgale.

Babuši ba Afrika Borwa ba swanetše ba gopole 
gore motho ke motho ka batho. Ba swanetše ba 
gopole gore ke bona babuši ka lebaka la badudi ba 
Afrika Borwa. Ka go lebedišiša se, Afrika Borwa e tla 
ba naga ya maemo a godimo.

Phetla Lehlogonolo
Marematlou

Babuši ba Afrika Borwa

Kopano Moropa F3
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bo yago gona. Sebakeng sa gore re šomišane go dira 
naga e kaonafale, batho ba bangwe ba tšwetšapelo 
tshenyo ntle le pelaelo. Batho ba šetše ba dirile 
bohodu mešomo ya bona ya mehleng.

Batho ba go swana le Sthembiso Gcaba ga ba 
na kwelobohloko ebile ga ba na tebogo go seo 
Modimo a ba abetšego sona. Lapa le lagaGcaba le 
na le kgwebo ya dithekisi le dipese. Ke kgwebo ye 
kgolokgolo ka profenseng ya bona e bile e ba direla 
tšelete ye ntši kudu ya go thiba letšatši. Bontši bja 
batho ba ka thabela go ba le seo bao ba ga Gcaba ba 
nago le sona. Go bontšha gore monna yoo o na le 
pelo ya makgwakgwa, o utswa tšhelete yeo mmušo 
o e beetšego bodikobodimagetleng gore ba kgone go 
fepa malapa a bona. 

Bohodu le megabaru ga di lefele selo. Ge motho 
a utswa, ke maikarabelo a rena bjalo ka badudi 
ba naga go leletša maphodisa gore a swarwe bao 

ba tshelago molao. Go utswa ke selo seo se lego 
bošula kudu ge o utswetša bao ba sa kgonego go 
ka ikemela. Gape se ke go nyatša molao wa naga. 
Batho ba go swana le ba, gantši ba a swarwa efela 
morago ga matši o kwa ba re motho yola wa go 
gataka ditokelo tša batho o tšwele ka peile gape ya 
fasese ka diranta ge go bapetšwa le yeo yena a e 
utsweditšego setšhaba. Mahodu ga a swanelwa go 
fiwa peile. Letona la Kgoro ya Tsheko le swanetše 
go kuna mahodu peile gore ba se kgone go ka reara 
go jabetša molao ka ntle. Mahodu a mohuta wo, ke 
batho ba go nagana gore ba hlalefile go feta batho 
bohle ešitša le Kgoro ya Tsheko. Ka fao ba swanelwa 
ke kotlo ya go kwagala. Efela ka nageng, batho ba a 
ipotšiša ka ge nke bokebekwa le go kalatša Kgoro ya 
Tsheko, nke di a lefela bophelong.

Mokgabudi Phomello
Marematlou

Bohodu ga bo lefele motho mo bophelong

Ge nka ipona ke dula Canada, Denmark goba Sweden 
be nka kgotsofala ka gore dinaga tše di sepela pele ka 
tša seleago ebile batho ba phela maemo a khwalithi 
ye godimodimo. Batho ba phela maphelo a khwalithi 
ka dinageng tše gape ba phela ka boiketlo. 

Afrika Borwa e na le bosenyi bjo bontši bjoo bo 
hlolago gore maemo a khwalithi ya bophelo ka 
nageng a ye fase. Dinaga tše dingwe di ipshina ka 
maphelo a bona ka gore ba hlokomela seo mmušo 
o ba direlago sona go swana le mapatlelo, mafelo 
a boithabišo le mafelo ao balapa ba ka intšhago 
go iketla. Mmušo o direla bana diphaka moo ba 
ralokelago gona eupša e sego ka nageng ya rena. Ka 
Afrika Borwa go tšwa tšhelete ya go bonala go thwe 
ke ya go aga lepatlelo efela o hwetše lepatlelo la 
gona nke ke phaka yeo badudi ba itiretšego yona ka 
ntle ga motse. Bothata ka Afrika Borwa ke go hloka 
maikarabelo ge go etla go tša ditšhelete tša naga. 

Se se na le seabe se segolo go tlhokego ya mešomo. 
Badudi ga ba kgobe go hlokomela malapa a bona 
gore ba kgone go fihlelela bophelo bja khwalithi. 
Maemo a bophelo bja khwalithi a akaretša le moo 
batho ba dulago gona. Metse e swanetše go ba le 
ditsela tša go bonagala, batho ba hwetše dinyakwa 
tša bona bjalo ka meetse, tša maphelo, tlhokomelo 
ya bosenyi e le go leka go kaonafatša maemo a 
bophelo nageng. 

Afrika Borwa e ka ba naga yeo e lego godimo 
ka maemo a bophelo ge fela batho ba fiwa ditirelo 
tša mmušo ebile ba lokiša mathata a hlobaetšago 
maemo a bophelo. Maemo a khwalithi ya bophelo 
ke seo motho yo mongwe le yo mongwe a nago le 
tokelo ya go se hwetša.

Chidi Tshepiso
Morutwana 

Maemo a khwalithi ya bophelo ka nageng ya Afrika Borwa

Siyakha Dyasi F5 Siyakha Dyasi F5
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GKotlo ya Lehu ke kotlo yeo e hwetšwago ke 
dikebekwa tša go šiiša. Kgale Kotlo ya Lehu e be e le 
gona lefaseng ka moka eupša ya kgaotšwa dinageng 
tše dintši go swana le Afrika Borwa moo Kotlo ya 
Lehu gantši e bego e na le moya wa sepolotiki ka 
gare.

Go re sekebekwa se hwetše Kotlo ya Lehu se 
swanetše go ba se boile motho ka tsela ya go šiiša, 
go kata, go bolaya bana le basadi, bjalo bjalo. Le 
ge motho a kile a swarwa a ya kgolegong nakong 
ya kgale, ge motho yoo a ka boa a dira bosenyi 
bja go šiiša gape, mmušo o swanetše go lebelela 
taba ye ka leihlo le lengwe. Kotlo ya Lehu e thuša 
setšhaba ka go tloša dikebekwa tše kotsi kudu go 
ya go ile. E dira gore dikebekwa tša go hloka pelo 
di se ke tša boela setšhabeng tša dira melato yona 
yela ba e dirilego gape. Kotlo ya Lehu, ka maswabi, 
e na le lehlakore la yona la go se loke bjalo ka ge 
motho a ka pipša ka molato a se a o oba gomme a 
bolaiwa. Motšwasehlabelo wa go swana le yoo a ka 
se bušwe ge go hwetšwa gore ga se a oba molato 
woo. Tabakgolo ke tshepetšo ya Kgoro ya Toka. 

Ka gore Kotlo ya Lehu e na le mahlakore a mabedi, 
la go loka le la go se loke, e swanetše go ba selo sa 
mafelelofelelo seo se hwetšwago ke sekebekwa. 
Nnete ke gore, ka ge khudu e sa lahle legapi la yona, 
le dikebekwa tša dipelo tša go befa di ka se tsoge tša 
fetoga. Batho ba mohuta woo ba lebanwe ke Kotlo 
ya Lehu.

Thamaga Beloved
Morutwana

Kotlo ya Lehu

Michael van Niekerk F5

Michael van Niekerk F5Michael van Niekerk F5
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Quelques haikus (17 syllalbes)

Le centre de bonheur

La pluie à l’école
joue une chanson et lave mon
cœur de tous problèmes

Justin van den Boogaard
Form 4

La musique

C’était vraiment beau
la musique sur la montagne
au clair de la lune    
 
Terence Jenkings
Form 4

Ce matin

Rayons du soleil
apparaître à l’aube
monter les montagnes    
 
Moseka Molope
Form 4

La nature

J’ai vu la nature
Toutes les choses sont belles
Je suis en nature

David de Villiers
Form 4
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Ross Labuschagne F4

Ross Labuschagne F4

Raya Ahatefu F5

Ross Labuschagne F4
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GLe soleil se lève sur une ville tranquille
Les oiseaux ont peur de chanter
Les rues devant ma chambre 
sont vides et larges
Où est tout le monde?

Je ne veux pas verrouiller
ma porte et me cacher des gens
Je veux seulement rappeler
le temps qui était

La nuit, j'aime regarder les étoiles
Ils me font oublier les mauvaises choses
Dans les espaces vides je souhaite
je pourrais rallumer
les étoiles

Je ne veux pas verrouiller
ma porte et me cacher des gens
Je veux seulement rappeler
les temps qui étaient

Même au café, c'est calme
Il n'y a qu'un violoniste qui fait un couac
et je me demande comment redonner la lumière?

Je ne veux pas verrouiller
ma porte et me cacher des gens
Je veux seulement rappeler
les temps qui étaient

Je ne le savais pas mais j'avais commencé à chanter 
et des visages sont apparus
Et j'ai su que je peux rallumer les étoiles

Je ne veux pas verrouiller
ma porte et me cacher des gens
Il est grand temps de rallumer
les étoiles!

Hyukjoo Kim
Form 4

Paroles d’une chanson – Il est grand temps de rallumer les étoiles.

Sam Howard F4

Anton Kok F4

Tshoaedi Tshoaedi F3 Ross Labuschagne F4
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G
French

Il est grand temps de rallumer les étoiles
Et débarrasser le monde des ténèbres
Remonter le moral
Comme les combattants
Que nous sommes

Je ne veux pas porter le masque
Je ne veux pas le confinement
Je veux juste m’amuser
Et puis je souffre

Nous avons déjà fait la guerre
Un million de batailles ne nous arrêtent pas
Maintenant nous n’avons pas besoin d’autre
C’est inutile

Je ne veux pas porter le masque
Je ne veux pas le confinement
Je veux juste m’amuser
Et puis je souffre

Je n’ai pas peur de toi
Tout ce qui veut me finir
C’est incroyable être courageux
Mais il faut faire attention

Je ne veux pas porter le masque
Je ne veux pas le confinement
Je veux juste m’amuser
Et puis je souffre

Bohlale Masemola
Form 4

Paroles d’une chanson – Il est grand temps de rallumer les étoiles.

J’en suis fatigué

Zukanye Dangazele F5

Thapelo Bogopane F4Joshua Vermeulen F4

Reaorata Modisane F5
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GEn lisant la définition « d’un héros », j’ai décidé qu’il 
y a seulement une personne qui personnifie cette 
définition pour moi : Jeanne d’Arc. Je pense qu’elle 
est le dévouement incarné. Elle est née en France au 
15ième siècle. Elle s’est engagée dans l’armée comme 
elle a cru que son peuple avait besoin de son aide. 

Premièrement, dans nos temps, c’est acceptable 
quand une femme a une profession qui est 
traditionnellement pour les hommes. Cependant, 
dans le passé, une jeune femme dans l’armée était 
vraiment extraordinaire. De plus, elle a mené la 
France à une victoire. L’idée que tout le monde peut 
faire une différence est exaltante. Elle m’a appris que 
s’il y a de l’égalité le monde est un meilleur endroit.

Pour moi, la façon dont elle a vécu sa vie est 
intéressante et bizarre. Avant que j’ai entendu son 
histoire, je n’ai pas pu croire que quelqu’un voudrait 
mourir pour quelque chose. Elle était brûlée vivante 
à cause de sa conviction. J’ai appris qu’il faut avoir 
confiance en soi. Je crois qu’il faut toujours lutter 
pour le mieux, comme Jeanne d’Arc.

Je voudrais conclure en disant qu’elle est la 
meilleure héroïne pour la jeune génération. Son 
esprit peut nous montrer comment nous devrions 
vivre.

Arno de Bruin
Form 5

Une héroïne

Québec, le 19 avril
Chers papa et maman

Je n’ai jamais imaginé que vous allez tant me manquer. En fait, le temps ici ne m’aide pas – il fait si froid. 
Nous avons peut-être des ancêtres européens, mais, selon moi, c’est clair que les Sud-Africains sont fabriqués 
pour le soleil. Il neige toujours et la vie ici est très différente que la nôtre en Afrique du Sud. Heureusement, 
les Québécois sont très gentils, cependant leur français est un peu bizarre. 

En faisant le ménage et la cuisine je me suis rendu compte que vous aviez toujours une tâche difficile. Aussi, 
après avoir vu que beaucoup de gens n’ont pas de bonnes manières, je suis très reconnaissant que vous 
m’avez appris à être un bonhomme. Avant de quitter l’Afrique du Sud, je ne vous avais pas assez remercié. 
Je suis très désolé. Quand je vous verrai en personne, je vais vous remercier.

Je voudrais vous demander du conseil, parce que je sais que vous auriez des réponses dont j’ai besoin. J’ai 
rencontré une belle fille qui s’appelle Laura. Je lui parle de plus en plus souvent. Malheureusement, je ne 
sais pas si elle m’aime. Bientôt je sortirai avec elle au café. Dites-moi comment je saurai qu’elle est pour moi, 
s’il vous plaît. Mes amis n’ont pas de bons conseils des relations. Je sais qu’il ne faut absolument pas avoir 
une petite amie, mais je suis un peu seul. J’espère que vous pouvez m’aider. 

Vous me manquez. Je suis heureux que je vous verrai en juillet. Dites bonjour à mes chiens. Je vous aime 
beaucoup ! 

Bisous
Votre fils, Pedran.

Pedran Wessels
Form 5

Une lettre

Lebogang Phasha F4 Ruari Koen F3
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Je vous écris parce que je ne vous dis jamais combien 
je vous apprécie. J’aurai 18 ans cette année, mais 
vous m’avez appris plus que l’école. Je suis gentil, je 
suis un bon ami, je suis optimiste, je suis un homme 
heureux. Je le suis tout grâce à vous. Vous êtes mon 
héroïne et je vous souhaite de bonne santé.

Votre petit-fils préféré.
Paballo

Paballo Rhaphela
Form 5

Un petit mot à la grand-mère

Chère mamie

Bonjour mamie, comment ça va ? Je voudrais te 
dire que je t’apprécie. J’aime ta nourriture. Tu fais 
aussi le meilleur gâteau du monde. C’est délicieux. 
Je suis reconnaissant pour les vêtements que tu fais. 
Ce n’est pas Gucci ou Nike ou Adidas, mais j’aime 
beaucoup. Je porte le tricot que tu m’as fait en ce 
moment.

Tu es mon héroïne et en plus, je t’aime. J’aime ta 
sagesse et ton courage. J’ai hâte de te revoir.

Ton Jeremy

Jeremy Muzondida
Form 5

Un petit mot à la grand-mère

Phomello Mokgabudi F5 Omphile Noko F5 Omphile Noko F5

Kuhlekonke Mdima F5

Lubabalo T F5
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GBao :   Salut ! Tu es libre ce weekend ? Tu veux aller en boîte ? Ça te dit ? 
Sicebiso : OK. Vendredi, ça me va.
Mohau : C’est impossible pour moi. Je suis occupé avec le ménage.
Bao :  Alors, samedi ?
Mohau : Non, je vais aller au resto avec ma copine. Mais je suis libre ce 
  dimanche. 
Sicebiso : OK. Ça marche. Je n’ai pas envie d’aller en boîte. Pourquoi pas le
  stade ? 
Bao :  Cool, alors… RDV dimanche, à 21h à Camp Nou, mais, nous faisons
  quoi après le match de foot ?
Mohau : On peut boire un verre. Mais où ?
Sicebiso : Il y a un bar dans la rue Latinos.
Bao :  D’accord.

Sicebiso Zotwane, Bao Le et Mohau Thembekwayo, FIII

Proposer une sortie

-Samedi prochain c’est la fête de la Jeunesse. Que feras-tu ? Tu voudrais venir avec moi au ciné ?
-Je poserai d’abord la question à ma mère, parce-que nous devrions aller voir ma grand-mère à Pretoria.
-Mais il faut confirmer avant 13h30 mercredi.
-Je poserai la question à ma mère et je confirmerai avant mercredi. Je demanderai à 
 Pierre et à Lelo s’ils veulent nous rejoindre. Nous pouvons aller tous ensemble.
-Ouais ! Cela ne me dérange pas. Pose-leur la question. C’est mieux d’être 
 Nombreux.
-Super ! À demain.
-Au revoir !

David Agyapong et Mahad Shah, FIII

Proposer une sortie

-Salut Lejeune. Es-tu libre demain soir ? Il y a une expo d’art. Tu veux aller avec 
 moi ? Après, nous pouvons aller au resto.
-Je ne suis pas libre demain soir. Je dois réviser pour un examen. Il est très difficile !
 Je suis désolé. Nous pouvons sortir jeudi ?
-Je ne suis pas libre ce jeudi. Je vais à Nîmes. On peut faire quelque chose samedi ?
-Je ne peux pas. Je dois faire les courses. Pourquoi pas ce dimanche ?
-OK. Nous pouvons voir l’expo ce dimanche. RDV à 17h30 et après, nous pouvons 
 Dîner ensemble.
-C’est parfait ! 

Azanda Nyanginstimbi et Lejeune Yehouessi, FIII

Proposer une sortie

Vincent Peter F5 Neo Modikoa F5
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German

Wie man lebt, ist ein großer Teil seiner Identität.
Ich wohne in Groenkloof, Pretoria. Mein Haus 

ist nicht sehr groß und der Garten vor dem Haus 
ist dicht. Das Haus ist nicht so geräumig, aber es ist 
gemütlich. Wir leben alle zusammen und es macht 
viel Spaß.

Ich wohne gerne in Pretoria, weil das Wetter 
angenehm ist. Es kann kalt werden, trotzdem ist es 
gemäßigt. Es macht auch Spaß hier zu wohnen, weil 
meine Freunde und meine Familie hier wohnen. Der 
Verkehr kann manchmal ein bisschen laut sein und 
das ist schlimm, aber trotzdem mag ich es, hier zu 
wohnen. Pretoria ist eine tolle Stadt und ich freue 
mich, dass ich hier wohnen kann.

Ich denke viel darüber nach, irgendwo anders zu 
wohnen, aber ich weiß nicht, ob ich umziehen will. 
Wenn ich woanders wohnen würde, sollte es Kanada 
sein. Erstens ist es viel sicherer als in Südafrika, und 

Sicherheit ist sehr wichtig, wenn man Kinder haben 
würde. Kanada ist auch sehr schön. Der Schnee 
würde mir neu sein und es ist aufregend. Ich liebe es, 
zu wandern und die Berge in Kanada sind prima für 
Bergsteigen. Unter ,alternatives Wohnen’ verstehe 
ich, dass es etwas ist, wo man wohnt, was anders 
als normales Wohnen ist. Es ist zum Beispiel ein 
Wohnwagen, oder etwas Ähnliches. Es könnte auch 
eine Hütte sein. Ich würde nicht ,alternativ′ wohnen 
wollen, weil Bequemlichkeit mir sehr gefällt, und es 
ist mir sehr wichtig. Ich mag ein großes Haus mit 
viel Platz. Ich will lieber traditionell wohnen. Das 
ist nur wie ich mich fühle, ich denke ,alternatives 
Wohnen′ ist trotzdem super.

Wie man wohnt, ist sehr wichtig und das ist wie 
ich wohne.

Jurie-Kemp van der Watt  

So wohnen wir

Onalerona Sechele F3 Lubabalo Mpotulo F5 Lloyd Donaldson F3

Vuyo Mahlangu F3 Tshedimoso Motsepe F3 Lubabalo Mphotulo F5
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GIch weiß nicht, wie ich nächstes Jahr wohnen will. 
Ich will nur ein gutes Leben haben und gute Noten 
an der Uni bekommen.

Ich will nicht in einer Wohnung, WG oder in 
einem Studentenheim wohnen. Ich will zu Hause 
wohnen. Ich will nicht mit fremden Leuten wohnen. 
Mein Haus ist ruhig und es ist nicht schwierig für 
mich, um da zu wohnen. Meine Familie ist auch 
zu Hause. Um von zu Hause zu studieren, ist auch 
billiger als irgendwo anders. Mein Essen ist frei und 
meine Kleidung ist auch kostenlos.

Ich weiß nicht, wie viel die Uni kostet, aber ich 
denke, dass es sehr viel ist. Ich will ein Stipendium 
bekommen und meinen Eltern viel Geld sparen. Ich 
will auch nur wichtige Waren kaufen und kein Geld 
ausgeben. Ich kann auch anfangen, zu arbeiten und 
Geld zu verdienen. So kann ich viel Geld sparen, 
während ich studiere.

Ich brauche nicht viel an Räumlichkeiten. Ich 
brauche nur ruhige Räumlichkeiten. Ich brauche 
nur ein Badezimmer und eine Küche. Ich brauche 
auch ein Schlafzimmer und einen Raum, wo ich 
lernen kann.

Warum ist meine Wahl des Wohnens die 
richtige Wahl für mich? Mein Haus ist nah an 
Tuks. Es ist sehr gut gelegen, weil es auch nah an 
Menlyn und Brooklyn ist. Es ist in einem guten 
Gebiet. Mein Haus ist auch sehr sicher. Ich denke 
Wohnungen, WGs und Studentenheimen können 
gefährlich sein.

Ich will nächstes Jahr glücklich wohnen. Ich will 
zu Hause wohnen, aber viel ausgehen und neue 
Dinge machen.

Willie Botha 

So möchte ich nächstes Jahr wohnen

Die letzten 18 Jahre wohne ich mit meinen Eltern 
und ich glaube, dass es Zeit ist, um das zu ändern.

Nächstes Jahr möchte ich in Stellenbosch 
studieren. Meine Freundin und ich möchten sehr 
gern zusammen in einer Wohnung wohnen. Es 
würde perfekt sein. Es gibt nicht viel Lärm, ich 
kann mein Leben führen. Natürlich werde ich viel 
Verantwortung haben, aber das ist ja kein Problem. 
Meine Freundin und ich würden unseren eigenen 
Platz haben, ohne jemanden, der dir sagt, was du 
die ganze Zeit machen musst.

Mir sind die Kosten sehr bewusst. Die Miete sollte 
nicht zu hoch sein, weil es zwischen zwei Leuten 
geteilt wird. Es kommt aber darauf an, wo man 
wohnen will. Dasselbe gilt für Strom und Wasser, es 
wird zwischen zwei Leuten geteilt. Meiner Meinung 
nach werden Nahrungsmittel das meiste kosten. Ich 
habe immer Hunger – wenn ich könnte, würde ich 
die ganze Zeit essen.

Räumlichkeiten sind einheitlich. Ein Badezimmer 
mit einer Dusche, ein Schlafzimmer und eine kleine 
Küche mit einem Ofen. Wenn es keinen Platz für ein 
Wohnzimmer und Arbeitszimmer gibt, stellen wir 
einen Fernseher ins Schlafzimmer und verwenden 
das Wohnzimmer als Arbeitszimmer.

Eine Wohnung ist die richtige Wahl, weil es nicht 
viel gibt, das mich ablenken kann, und ich die 
Verantwortlichkeit, die man hat, wenn man allein 
wohnt, liebe. Wenn ich an allein wohnen denke, 
macht es mich super aufgeregt. Es ist etwas, wovon 
ich immer geträumt habe.

2022 ist eine neue Phase meines Lebens, und ich 
glaube, dass sie einer der besten sein wird. Ich bin 
über nächstes Jahr so aufgeregt!

Dyllan Condes 

So möchte ich nächstes Jahr wohnen

Raya Ahatefu F5 Ofentse Modisane F5 Siya Mvinjelwa F3
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Pretoria wohnen, weil ich dann in Pretoria studieren 
werde. Ein Problem ist, dass Wohnungen in der 
Stadt sehr teuer sind. Mit Covid-19 sind die Kosten 
mehr als gewöhnlich.

Die Kosten müssen nicht über R2000 pro Monat 
sein, weil es sehr teuer ist. Der Strom und das Wasser 
sind auch sehr teuer hier in Südafrika. Man muss 
auch Geld für das WLAN ausgeben, und WLAN ist 
nicht billig. Möbel sind nötig und alles zusammen 
ist sehr teuer. So ich denke, dass ich eine billige 
Wohnung brauche.

In meiner Wohnung würde ich fünf Zimmer 
haben. Ich brauche eine Garage, wo ich mein Auto 
parken kann. Da müssen zwei Schlafzimmer sein. 
Eins für mich und noch eins für meine Gäste. Ich 
brauche eine Küche, wo ich essen kann, und da 

muss mindestens ein Badezimmer mit einer Toilette 
sein. Ich möchte Möbel in meiner Wohnung haben, 
aber nicht zu viele, weil es sehr teuer ist. Zwei 
Betten, ein Mikrowellenherd, ein Kühlschrank und 
ein Fernseher sind nötig. Es wird sehr teuer sein.

Ich möchte in einer Wohnung wohnen, weil ich 
unabhängig sein will, und ich viel daraus lernen 
kann. Meine Mutter hat für mich gesorgt, und 
ich würde arbeiten, um abhängig zu werden. Ich 
möchte Zoologe sein, und werde dann für meine 
Mutter sorgen. Ich denke mein Bruder und meine 
Schwester werden das auch machen.

Eine Wohnung wird gut sein und ich denke, dass 
ich da wohnen will. Es wird teuer sein, aber ich kann 
es mir leisten, wenn ich arbeite.

Walt Treurnicht

So möchte ich nächstes Jahr wohnen

Joshua Vermeulen F4 Jordan Reddy F3Botlhale Sechele F3

Joshke Jacobs F5 Kgotso Malatji F5
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GMein Traumberuf ist Versicherungsmathematiker. 
Meine Zukunftspläne sind zuerst, um meinen 
Schulabschluss mit Auszeichnungen zu 
bestehen. Danach würde ich gerne an der 
Universität Pretoria einen Hochschulabschluss 
in Versicherungsmathematik bekommen – 
dazu brauche ich 3 Jahre. Darauf folgen die 
Qualifikationsprüfungen und dann möchte ich 
möglichst in Europa arbeiten.

Ich glaube, dass ich für diesen Beruf geeignet 
bin. Ich genieße Mathe, auch wenn ich sagen 
muss, dass ich sehr gut darin bin. Aber ich war 
für Berufswahltests und hatte meinen Beruf sehr 
sorgfältig geforscht. Ich finde es sehr interessant, 
um mit Mathe die Zukunft vorherzusagen. Ich weiß, 
dass ich nicht optimal in Gruppen arbeite, oder mit 
Menschen arbeite. Ich kann auch lange in einem 
Büro produktiv arbeiten.

Um Versicherungsmakler zu werden, muss man 
viele Qualifikationsprüfungen ablegen, die sehr 

lange dauern können. Aber man muss erst einen 
Hochschulabschluss machen. Man braucht einen 
Schulabschnitt mir 35 oder mehr APS-Punkten. 
Wichtig ist auch eine Auszeichnung in Mathe. 
Der Kurs dauert 3 Jahre, und man bekommt viele 
Freistellungen von den Qualifikationsprüfungen. 
Man kann auch zur gleichen Zeit arbeiten, während 
man die Prüfungen abschließt. 

Die Berufswahl eines Versicherungsmathematikers 
bringt viele Berufsmöglichkeiten mit sich. 
Erstens werden die Qualifikationen international 
anerkannt, deshalb kann ich arbeiten, wo ich will. 
Es ist auch eine begehrte Berufswahl mit vielen 
Arbeitsmöglichkeiten. Eine Statistik, die ich gesehen 
habe, war das Leute, die qualifiziert sind, eine 
hundertprozentige Erwerbstätigenquote haben.

Ich hoffe, dass in diesen schwierigen Zeiten ich 
noch immer meinen Beruf verfolgen könnte.

Eben Pienaar 

Mein Traumberuf

Jede Person träumt von Ferien und wohin sie gehen 
sollten.

Mein Lieblingsferienort ist der Kruger 
Nationalpark. Er ist in Limpopo und Mpumalanga 
gelegen, weil der so groß ist. Er begrenzt Mosambik 
und Simbabwe, und er ist nach Paul Kruger 
benannt.

Ich will dorthin gehen, weil ich die Natur 
liebe. Der Nationalpark ist sehr groß, und da sind 
verschiedene Biome. Die Natur da ist unglaublich 
schön, und da sind auch viele Tiere, die man 
nirgendwo anders sehen kann. Ich will gern 
mit Freunden dorthin gehen, denn sie manchen 
irgendeine Reise interessant, auch wenn man nicht 
so viele Tiere sieht.

Natürlich sind da individuelle 
Sehenswürdigkeiten, aber die Natur selbst ist 
die primäre Sehenswürdigkeit. Es gibt die Statue 
von Paul Kruger, die vielen Aussichtspunkte und 
die, Baobabbäume‘. Man kann viele Aktivitäten 
machen, einschließend schwimmen, wandern und 
Pferdereiten. Wenn man sich mutig fühlt, kann 
man auch zwischen den Tieren Rad fahren.

Leider ist es ein bisschen weit von Gauteng 
entfernt, aber man braucht nicht zu fliegen. Es liegt 
ungefähr fünf Stunden von Pretoria entfernt, aber es 
hängt davon ab, zu welchem Eingangstor man fährt. 
Da sind viele Geschäfte, aber man braucht eigentlich 
nicht viel Geld auszugeben. Die Unterkunft kann ein 
bisschen teuer sein, darum ist die Planung wichtig.

Der Kruger Nationalpark ist besser als andere 
Orte, weil es sehr speziell ist, und es bestimmt ein 
Unikat ist. Er ist für einen Großteil der Bevölkerung 
erschwinglich und erreichbar und er unterstützt 
die Idee des Umweltschutzes, darum ist es mein 
Lieblingsferienort.

Franco Kruger

Mein Lieblingsferienort

Jaydon Van Schalkwyk F4
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und das Wasser. Ich liebe die Natur und ich spiele 
gern draußen. Der liebe Gott hat eine schöne Welt 
geschaffen.

Mein Lieblingsferienort ist der Kanga Wildpark 
in Tansania. Er hat viele Tiere und Pflanzen und für 
mich ist das so, wie im Himmel. Im Kanga Wildpark 
kann man draußen in der Natur schlafen. Der Kanga 
Wildpark hat große Zelte und ich möchte mit meiner 
Familie dorthin gehen. Wir werden uns die Tiere 
anschauen.

Der Kanga Wildpark hat viele Sehenswürdigkeiten. 
Da ist ein Aquarium mit verschiedenen Wassertieren, 
da ist ein majestätischer Käfig mit starken Tigern. Ich 
habe Angst vor Schlangen, aber die Schlangen im 
Kanga Wildpark haben bunte Farben und sind groß 
und klein und sind eigentlich wunderschön. Die 
Schlangen sind meine Lieblingssehenswürdigkeit. 
Man kann in interessante Tierausstellungen gehen 
und abends ist der Himmel so klar, dass man die 
Sterne zählen kann. Es gibt so viel Platz im Park, 
dass man auch joggen gehen kann. 

Afrika ist ein heißer Kontinent, aber Afrika ist 
schön. Tansania ist so farbenfroh und die Natur 
lebt. Da ist kein anderes Land, das so perfekt wie 
Tansania ist.

Grün, gelb und blau… Die Pflanzen, die heiße 
Sonne und das Wasser – der Kanga Wildpark ist das 
Heim der Natur. 

Tinotenda Mukiwa

Mein Lieblingsferienort

Crouse Louw F5

Joshke Jacobs F5Aaron Barrera F3Ethan Dos Passos F5
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1. Raya Ahatefu meticulously renders a portrait of the Virgin Mary
2.  Tristan Storm approaches the topic from an ecological perspective. 

He raises the question of nature versus industry
3.  Crouse Louw responds to the theme Footprint with a monumental 

self-portrait in charcoal exploring his own past and emergence into 
an uncertain future

4.  The final art project of a Visual Art pupil’s high school career 

culminates in a 24-hour, 4-day marathon of focus, concentration and 
dedication. Pupils are required to produce an artwork based on the 
given theme that displays their accumulated skills with evidence of the 
commitment, passion and perseverance shared by all PBHS Art pupils

5.  Bradley Riekert adds the final touches to his NSC Matric triptych 
artwork. The work  explores the effects of social media and capitalism 
in the forming of an individual’s identity in the 21st Century

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Bukho Rapiya F5 Cameron Ras F5 

Tino Chirozvi F5 Benny Makhubela F5 Daniel Aitken F5

Bradley Riekert F5 Bradley Riekert F5
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Benny Makhubela F5 Benny Makhubela F5

Lerou Mokati F5 Matthew Meyer F5 Bradley Riekert F5

Bradley Riekert F5 Alexander Mckay F5
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Tshire Hlongwane F5 Lubabalo T F5 Hlulani Ringane F5 2 Daniel Aitken F5

Lerou Mokati F5 Matthew Malan F4

Thye Atkinson F4

Vukona Mabunda F4 Khanya Mafani F5
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Crouse Louw F5 Kuhlekonke Mdima F5

Gregory Van Onselen F3

Aaron Barrera F3 Vincent Peters F5

Naffie Chauke F4

Jethro Stoltz F5

Bukho Rapiya F5

Ngcali Noxeke F5
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Gordon Saul F4 Hlulani Ringane F5 Talent Ncube F3

Ngcali Noxeke F5

Tinotenda Chirozvi F5

Andries Fourie F5 

Tristan Styorm F5
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Tino Chirozvi F5 Jaydon Van Schalkwyk F4 Yashvir Patel F5

Sam Howard F4 Jayden Wills F5 Jaydon Van Schalkwyk F4

Rourke Mills F4 Keanu Petersen F3
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Vincent Peters F5 Vincent Peters F5 

Callen Stephen F5 
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Lethabo Makwela F5

Benjamin Cloete F2 Sethu Zwane F5 

Prince Nyoni F5
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Sethu Zwane F5 

Gareth Mac Donald F4 Adam Isebeck F2

Prince Nyoni F5
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Gareth Mac Donald F4 Mohamed Ghoor F2 

Adam Isebeck F2 Gareth Mac Donald F4

Luan Otto F2 Ntokozo Dlamini F4
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Athletics
The only Inter-High that took place this year was 
the Group 5 and 6 Inter-High. It had to wait until 
April, but our tenacious organisers ensured that 
it happened when there was a small gap in the 
regulations. Even though we didn’t keep score 
that day, it was as competitive as ever because the 
schools grabbed at the opportunity to have at least 
that inter-schools’ competition.

This did not mean, though, that there was no other 
athletics. Most of the schools exploited a loophole 
in the regulations and competed as clubs at “club” 
competitions at various stadiums. Alexander Radloff 
and company went to Sasolburg on their own to 
compete there. We travelled to Potchefstroom about 
three times, and competed in a number of AGN 
leagues, but these were not the under-attended half-
day leagues of the past. These were livestreamed 
ripsnorters that attracted every school and every 
athlete who had nowhere else to go.

Each event needed to be livestreamed because 
no spectators, not even athletes, were allowed into 
the stadiums, unless they were competing. This was 
very inconvenient. But athletics went ahead, and 
the adaptability of the organisers ensured that, even 
during the most hardcore constraints, athletics was 
the only game in town.

Samuel Idowu was able to qualify for the 
provincial team and competed in the 110m Hurdles 
at the ASA Championships in Paarl. Eduard Van 
Driel set a new School record of 4:58.22 in the U15 
1500m Steeplechase. Rhula Sithole made massive 

progress in the 400m – one of the Old Boys happened 
to be watching the livestream broadcast as Rhula 
won one of the 400m heats at the Super Schools 
Series, and he was very impressed.

We once again qualified for the Super Schools 
Series Grand Finale, an event at which ASA can 
officially rank all the schools in the country. This will 
take place in February 2022 and it has become one of 
our three Inter-Highs.

It is good that athletics and rugby are becoming 
a viable summer and winter sport combination. Mr 
Anthony’s recruits are good sprinters, jumpers and 
throwers. Jeffery Singo would have broken the U14 
Inter-House Athletics discus record had there been 
Inter-House Athletics. Ofentse Matlebjane and Akin 
Akinbola were our top U14 high jumpers. Ofentse 
won a gold medal at the Group 5 Inter-High. Ntsako 
Ndlhovu is our best U15 hurdler. He won a bronze 
medal at the Group 5 Inter-High. Long may this 
symbiosis continue.

We have a few other rising stars: Phenyo Pilusa, 
Kitso Phaedi and Sakhile Basi are zeroing in on 
Half Colours for the sprints events; Ciano Titus, 
Vincent Makhari and Ethan Rademeyer have a lot of 
middle distance potential and Morgan Dreyer and 
Tumusho Motswi are Mr Matsolo’s protégés. (We’re 
still working on turning Charl Olivier into a 400m 
hurdler – he actually won a gold medal for this at 
the Inter-High.)

To all these athletes and the many others not 
mentioned here, thank you for the time you have 

Seated L–R: Mr CJ Buys, A Radloff, B Janse van Rensburg, S Idowu, B Andrew, R Wenhold, J Ahiba, K Lepota, R Modisane, Mrs A Schoeman
First Row L–R: S Basi, M Seemela, M Ngwenya, P Pilusa, D Roussot, H Keet, O Mafuna, N Msomi, V Ntsoane, C Titus, E Rademeyer

Second Row L–R: B Mampuru, S Holm, R Mashiapata, V Schutte, L Housdon, E van Driel, J Donkin, J Botha, V Makhari, S Shava, Q Magwevana
Third Row L–R: A Bapela, T Mokoena, J Singo, C Olivier, M Paxton, M Dreyer, D Cloete, M Spiwak, N Ndlovu, K Phaedi, K Madiseng

Fourth Row L–R: Mr L Keeton (MIC), J Minter, D Agyapong, R Sithole, T Ndlovu, R van der Ende, E Booyens, C Greer, E Du Preez, A van der Merwe

Athletics Team
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Age Athlete T/H/D Record Year set Age Athlete T/H/D Record Year set

100 m 200 m

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

C. Essi
J. Seeliger
B. Alberts (CRS)
G. Sapalo
J. Seeliger (equals)
R. Collins
B. Alberts (CRS)
R. Els
R. Collins
N. Korb
R. Collins
R. Williams
K. Fulton
J. Seeliger
J. Irwin (KES)
J. Seeliger (equals)
J. Seeliger
M. Joubert
J. Seeliger

11.7
10.8
11.4
11.43
11.5
10.55
10.9
10.9
10.7
10.6
10.7
10.9
10.9
10.3
10.7
10.7
10.6
10.37
10.6

IH
School
Track
IH
IH
School
Track
Equals Track
IH
School
Track
IH
IH(Equals)
School
Track
Track
IH
School
Track

2015
2009
1987
2017
2010
2007
1988
2015
2008
2006
2008
1987
2015
2012
1999
2012
2013
2018
2013

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

B. Mathey
J. Seeliger
R. Els (AHS)
J. Seeliger
R. Collins
S. Mayekiso (KES)
M. Joubert
R. Collins
D. Winterton
R. Els
R. Williams
J. Seeliger
J. Seeliger
J. Seeliger
R. Collins
J. Seeliger

24.1
23.24
22.7
23.2
21.9
22.5
22.2
21.29
22.1
22.1
22.4
21.6
20.5
21.3
21.16
21.3

IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IIH
School
Track
Equals Track
IH
Track
School
IH
School
Track

2015
2009
2014
2010
2007
2009
2016
2008
2001
2016
1987
2012
2012
2013
2010
2013

600 m

U19 D. Walker 1:24.65 School 2012

1000 m

M. Forrester 2:40.00 School 2017

400 m 800 m

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

J. Seeliger
J. Mouton
R. Els (AHS)
G. Hulse
J. Fröhling
C. Pretorius (AHS)
J. Seeliger
J. Seeliger
B. Pretorius (AHS)
J. Seeliger (equals)
J. Fröhling
J. Seeliger
J. Seeliger
J. Seeliger
J. Seeliger
J. Seeliger

54.83
52.5
50.5
52.7
51.1
51.2
50.3
48.49
50.3
50.3
51.2
48.01
49.2
48.5
46.81
48.43

IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track

2009
1999
2014
1974
2012
2009
2011
2011
2009
2011
2014
2012
2012
2013
2013
2013

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

S. Mokuena
S. Mokuena
S. Dzhabirov
G. Hulse
S. Mokuena
M. Kleinbooi (AHS)
S. Mokuena
K. Double
M. Kleinbooi (AHS)
S. Dzhabirov
M. Harding
S. Freeman (KES)
A. Pretorius
R. Fröhling

2:09.3
2:01.68
2:06.6
2:04.6
1:58.45
2:03.0
1:56.22
2:01.7
2:01.6
1:55.0
1:59.8
1:59.2
1:53.74
1:55.0

IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
School
IH
Track
School
IH
Track
School
IH/Track

2009
2009
2009
1974
2010
2009
2011
2002
2010
2012
1996
2016
2014
1972

1 500 m 3 000 m

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

M. Forrester
S. Mokuena
S. Mokuena
I. Haverson
S. Mokuena
M. Forrester
M. Forrester
J. van der Merwe (AHS)
R. de Jong
T. Phele
R. Gray
G. Page
E. Kone
M. Forrester

4:31.5
4:16.45
4:28.7
4:18.7
4:21.5
4:08.80
4:02.69
4:17.0
4:20.8
4:03.82
4:16.0
4:14.5
4:07.1
3:58.15

IH
School
Track
Track
IH
School
School
Track
IH
School
IH/Track
IH
Track
School

2015
2009
2009
1982
2010
2016
2017
2009
1995
2012
1994
1987
2016
2019

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

S. Mokuena
S. Mokuena
S. Mokuena
B. O’Neil
B. O’Neil
M. Forrester
M. Forrester
M. Calitz
M. Forrester
M. Forrester
N. Janse van Rensburg
S. Clayden
S. Mokuena

9:42.31
9:55.5
9:47.3
9:27.7
9:33.3
9:17.97
8:57.76
9:34.6
9:35.3
8:54.21
9:33.9
8:49.7
8:46.0

School
IH
Track
Track
IH
School
School
Track
IH
School
IH/Track
IH/Track
School

2009
2009
2009
1988
1988
2016
2017
2009
2017
2018
1999
1979
2013

5 000 m The mile

U19 S. Mokuena 16:18.53 School 2013 U14
U15
U16

U17
U19

S Mokuena
S Mokuena
P Kaal 
S Mokuena
P Kaal
R Howland
M. Forrester

5:07.1
4:48.1
4:36.4
4:24.10
4:20.5
4:54.7
4:18.40

School/Track
School/Track
IH/Track
School
IH/School/Track
Track
School

2009
2010
1965
2011
1966
2010
2019

1 500m Steeplechase

U14
U15

E. van Driel
E. van Driel

5:06.46
4:58.22

School
School

2020
2021

2 000m Steeplechase

U16
U17

M. Forrester 
L. Carvalheiro

6:04.82
6:45.77

School
School

2017
2017

3 000m Steeplechase

U19 M. Forrester 9:12.96 School 2019

80 m Hurdles 100m Hurdles 2012 Heights

U14 C Beyers
T Chikukwa
C Beyers (equals)
T Lowe (KES)

11.5
11.3
11.3
11.1

IH
School
School
Track

2011
2003
2011
2007

U14

U15

M Erasmus
C. Essi
J. Bangue
R. Mohale (KES)
B. Bisschop
J. Bangue
B. Bisschop

14.9
14.9
14.1
13.91
13.8
13.18
13.8

IH
IH (Equals)
School
Track
IH
School
Track

2013
2015
2017
2016
2013
2018
2013

300 m Hurdles

U19 R Williams
R Williams

39.0
37.5

IH
School/Track

1988
1988

Athletics Records
Track  – Held by any athlete.
Inter-House –  At Inter-House and School Championships. If a new record is set a new track and school record could also be set.
School  – New records set at any meet.
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given to events taking a full day and, in many cases, 
until just before midnight. I sincerely appreciate 
the supportive parents who collect their sons from 
school at these hours.

It is always sad to see our matrics go. Fortunately, 
with Coach Adri and Coach Buys, Old Boys are always 
welcome to continue training with them so that they 
can continue their athletics careers. In fact, one Old 
Boy who is still coached by Coach Adri, managed to 
break the Cameroonian national record at the World 
Junior Championships in Kenya this year!

Many thanks must go to Messrs Johan Buys, 
Romeo Matsolo, Jarred Strydom and also to Ms Adri 
Schoeman for their coaching. Special thanks must go 
to Ms Andolien Nell for all the packed lunches and 
suppers she arranged for the boarders. Athletics is 
not a one-man job and it would not succeed without 
their help.

Lincoln Keeton
Master in Charge

Athletics

Results 2021
Competition Placings Colours 
7th Tuks Top 10 Gauteng North
21st NWU Top 30 Samuel Idowu  U18 110m Hurdles
27th Super School Series (Regional Final)
Championship Medals Full Colours
  Samuel Idowu 110m Hurdles
Gauteng North Championships Half Colours Re-Award
Samuel Idowu U18 110m 
Hurdles Bronze Alexander Radloff 100m and 200m

Records
School Record Half Colours
  Rhula Sithole 400m
E Van Drie  U15 1500m 
Steeplechase 4:58.22 Calym Greer 3000m/5000m

Hiro Keet on his way to a 3000m personal 
best in Potchefstroom.

Eduard Van Driel making a splash at the Tuks Top 10 in the 1500m 
Steeplechase.

William Olivier launches the shot put ball into the evening sky.
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Age Athlete T/H/D Record Year set Age Athlete T/H/D Record Year set

Long jump Triple jump

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

Z. Stephens
O. Marothodi
K. Moorcroft (KES)
T. Iraka
T. Ramafuthula
F. Eghan
T. Ramafuthula
T. Iraka
H. Bond
B. Motlhatlhego
D. Cotter (KES)
T. Iraka
B. Motlhatlhego
D. Strydom (AHS)

5.92m
6.24m
6.02m
6.66m
6.68m
6.66m
7.03m
6.82m
6.68m
7.23m
7.03m
6.99m
7.03m
6.96m

IH
School
Track
IH/Track
School
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track

1997
2003
2003
1992
2014
1997
2015
1993
1996
2007
2008
1994
2008
1994

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

W Gabryk
E Segole
E Segole
T. Iraka
N. Mokotedi
K. Mathesha (KES)
T Iraka
B Motlhatlhego
B Motlhatlhego
B Motlhatlhego
T Iraka
B Motlhatlhego
B Motlhatlhego

12.03m
12.72m
13.55m
13.57m
13.63m
13.79m
13.81m
14.81m
14.64m
15.26m
14.73m
15.03m
15.96m

IH
Track
School
IH
School
Track
IH
Track/School
IH
School
Track
IH/Track
School

1997
2006
2006
1992
2002
2010
1993
2006
2007
2007
1994
2008
2008

Shot put High jump

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

W. Kuit
P. Fourie
J. van Wyk (AHS)
G. van Heerden
H. Bantjes
J. van Wyk (AHS)
H. Bantjes
H. Bantjes
P. Duvenage (KES)
A. Mabbett
G. van Heerden
F. Slabbert
J. Smit
G. van Heerden
J. van Wyk

13.37m
14.94m
16.30m
14.61m
16.44m
17.95m
14.57m
15.27m
17.55m
15.12m
15.97m
16.62m
15.00m
15.65m
18.76m

IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track

1994
1999
1994
1998
2003
1995
2004
2004
2014
1984
2000
2002
1996
2001
1998

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

F. Potgieter
R Hartman
G. Mitchley (Jeppe)
F Potgieter
F Potgieter
L Ramokgopa
F Potgieter
F Potgieter
P Ngoveni (Jeppe)
J Kambourides
K Kambourides

1.80m
1.85m
1.82m
1.96m
2.03m
1.95m
2.00m
2.06m
2.06m
2.00m
2.10m

IH
School
Track
IH
School/Track
IH
School/Track
IH/School/Track
Track equal
IH
School/Track

1992
2010
1988
1993
1993
2008
1994
1995
2009
1988
1988

4 × 100 m Relay

U14 School House
S van der Westhuizen
B Crowther
G Mattey
S Lindeman
PBHS
J Seeliger 
C Ndonga
D Bester
P Mathloko
KES

49.1

43.5

46.0

IH

School

Track

1996

2009

2009

U15 School House
A Dittberner
R Arnison
S Lawrence
F Eghan
PBHS
G Burnett
P de Chalain
R Carolissen
O Marothodi
AHS

46.8

45.2

44.8

IH

School

Track

1996

2004

2005

U16 School House
A Dittberner
R Arnison
F Eghan
S Lawrence
PBHS
M Light
F Casillo
H Olmesdahl
R Collins
AHS

45.0

43.5

43.9

IH

School

Track

1997

2008

2010

U17 School House
S Hlatswayo
L Qwabe
K Harrower
K Makhubela
PBHS 
J. Seeliger
A. Engelbrecht
L. Claasen
C. Ndonga
AHS

44.8

42.3

43.0

IH

School

Track

2011

2012

2007

U19 Solomon House
T Chikukwa
P de Chalain
O Seabelo
M Towell

44.3 IH 2007 PBHS
A. van Wyk
S. Hlatswayo
K. van Veenhuyzen
L. Qwabe
KES

42.2

43.1

School

Track

2012

2010

Javelin Discus

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

F. Saayman
W. Wilcox
A. Smedsrud
G. Smit
D. Jacobs
K. van der Westhuizen 
(AHS)
T. Blignaut
D. Jacobs
N. Fourie
A. Jacobs
D. Jacobs
A. Jacobs
D. Jacobs
A. Jacobs

50.00m
53.00m
51.03m
55.98m
58.85m
58.84m

56.01m
62.90m
60.79m
61.08m
76.87m
57.00m
66.24m
60.95m

IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track

IH
School
Track
IH/Track
School
IH
School
Track

1988
2015
2008
1992
2008
1994

2005
2009
2004
2008
2010
2009
2010
2009

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

D. Joubert
L. le Roux
J. van Wyk (AHS)
L. le Roux
L. le Roux
J. van Wyk (AHS)
W. Kuit
L. le Roux
P. Duvenage (KES)
W. Coetzee
W. Coetzee
P. Maritz (AHS)
W. Coetzee
W. Coetzee
J. van Wyk (AHS)

42.55m
51.45m
55.56m
56.44m
60.71m
59.48m
45.58m
48.53m
57.41m
48.50m
50.46m
49.83m
47.16m
48.05m
60.92m

IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track

2008
2005
1994
2006
2006
1995
1996
2007
2014
2001
2001
2010
2002
2002
1998
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Athletics

1.  Joel Donkin still smiling after his 3000m personal best.
2.  Eduard Van Driel setting a new School record of 4:48.22 in 

the u/15 1500m Steeplechase. 
3.  Rhula Sithole at the start of the 400m was one of the stars of 

the Pukke Top 30. 

4.  Charl Olivier discovers that he can run the 400m Hurdles 
after winning a gold at the Inter-High.

5.  Ethan Rademeyer chases Eduard Van Driel in the u/15 800m.
6.  Charl Olivier starts the 400m with a powerful gait.
7.  Morgan Dreyer in the u/16 Long Jump improving in leaps 

and bounds.

1. 2.

3. 4. 5.

6. 7.
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Age Athlete T/H/D Record Year set Age Athlete T/H/D Record Year set

90 m Hurdles 10 000m

U14 L Qwabe 13.01 School 2008 U19 S. Mokuena 34:54.58 School 2013

2 000 m Steeplechase 400 m Hurdles

U16
U17

M. Forrester (U15)
M McLaggan

6:17.18
6:55.74

School
School

2016
2010

U16
U17
U19

B. Bisschop
K. van Aswegen
M. Oyedipe
K. van Aswegen
J. Pieterse (KES)

53.72
54.74
1:02.17
53.99
56.2

School
School
IH
School
Track

2014
2017
2012
2018
2016

60m 150m

U19 J. Seeliger 6.73 School 2013 U19 J. Seeliger 15.94 School 2013

100m Hurdles

U15 T. Chikukwa
N. Korb
A. van der Merwe (AHS)

13.5
13.1
12.8

IH
School
Track

2004
2005
2009

U17 T. Chikukwa
B. Motlhatlhego
D. Malherbe (KES)
W. Pretorius (AHS) 

13.3
12.8
13.1
13.1

IH
School
Track
Track equal

2006
2007
1995
2009

U16 M. Delaney
W. Gabryk
A. van der Merwe (AHS)

13.5
13.1
12.7

IH
School
Track

1973
2000
2010

U19 T. Chikukwa
T. Chikukwa

13.3
13.1

IH
School/Track

2007
2007

4x800m 4x400m

U19 A. Pretorius
J. Fröhling
E. Kone
K. Le Grange

8:16.8 School 2014 U15 M. Forrester
M. Hugo
M. Linde
X. Witbooi

3:37.14 School 2016

300m U19 M. Oyedipe
S. Dzabirov
S. Mokuena
J. Seeliger

3:19.29 School 2012

U19 J. Seeliger 33.36 School 2013

4x1500m Swedish Relay

U19 S. Mokuena
S. Dzabirov
G. Mndebele
T. Phele

17:17.73 School 2013 U19 B. Engelbrecht (100m)
A. van Wyk (200m)
S. Hlatshwayo (300m)
S. Dzabirov (400m)

1:59.48 School 2012

110 m Hurdles 2012

U16

U17

L. Mahuma
B. Bisschop
B. Bezuidenhoudt (AHS)
T. Phala
J. Bangue

15.6
13.90
14.1
15.9
13.89

IH
School
Track
IH
School

2016
2014
2015
2013
2020

U19

B. Bisschop
T. Skosana (AHS)
M. Oyedipe
Kyle van Aswegen
S. Mayekiso (KES)

14.2
14.2
15.0
13.98
15.1

Track
Track
IH
School
Track

2015
2014
2013
2020
2012

A small team manages to sneak off to Potchefstroom at the start of 2021 for a league meet between  
Covid waves.

Ntsako Ndhlovu heads for a top 3 
finish in the 300m Hurdles.
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Basketball
Basketball Director’s Report
Covid presented us with many challenges in 2021. 
We had played our last official match in March 2020 
and it did not seem as if we would be back to contact 
sports in January 2021. We had a very promising 
Form V group and we were confident that we would 
have a successful season for all teams starting with 
the 1st Team.

It was difficult to keep the boys motivated and 
have them attend the wellness programme and skill 
sessions with no clear indication of matches. We 
were then given the green light to have some games 
against some of our rival schools. It was interesting 
to see how this would go as we had to stick to Covid 
protocols so it meant splitting the games between 
the two schools to manage the numbers per venue. 

We played our first game at home against St 
Benedict’s and it was the first time we had such 
quiet stands as spectators were not allowed. We 
then played Jeppe where we had mixed results but 
a sign of things to come. The Pretoria League was 
postponed and eventually cancelled. We then went 
on to play in the St John’s Tournament for the U15s 
and the 1st Team in September. This meant that the 
Form V boys were writing prelims and the other 
players were in the middle of the winter season. 
Our U15 team had some U14 players which was 
good for experience and exposure, but we fell short 
and did not do well. The 1st Team had a great start 
but eventually bowed out in the knockout stages. 
A similar fate followed both teams again at the St 
David’s Tournament. 

Despite all the Covid challenges, we managed to 
put together nineteen teams and achieve a 75%-win 

average across all age groups. There was a lot of staff 
involvement from Messrs Fourie, Moodley, Petros 
and Mrs Thompson. We look forward to getting 
them back. Mr W Mokwena joined the coaching 
staff. He has coached various national teams and 
continues to add value to PBHS Basketball. We also 
added another lady coach, Ms Motuku. 

There were major upgrades and additions around 
the basketball courts. The biggest additions were the 
floodlights around the main courts. We changed the 
fence around all the courts. We put in new chains 
and serviced all backboards and rims. 
The following boys made U18 teams: 
U18 Gauteng:
N. Lobese
S. Howard
T. Ndlovu
U18 Tshwane:
O. Noko
M. Mahwasane
K. Mkhize
L. Mokati
A. Tlhoaele 

With increasing support from the school, parents 
and Old Boys, basketball will continue to grow. We 
hope to continue increasing participation whilst 
maintaining the highest standard and exceptional 
results. We are also working towards building a 
new court in order to effectively accommodate all 
the teams we have. 

Emmanuel Shine
Director

Wade Hobson, 1st Team Captain, with an 
aggressive offensive rebound

Inaugural Old Boys game under the floodlights
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Basketball 1st Team
It is great honour for me to be part of basketball 
at PBHS. It has been amazing to meet such a 
talented team with great skills. We prepared well 
for the season ahead and were ready to have a very 
successful season. 

We started with our Johannesburg League game 
at home against St Benedict’s where we played a 
great defense that helped us to be in the lead the 
whole game. We won the game by 13 points. Leruo 
Mokati and Sam Howard played very well. When 
we went away to play Jeppe we were in high spirits. 
It was a close game for three quarters, but in the 
fourth quarter the complexion of the game changed 
and we started to have lapses on defense and Jeppe 
extended their lead. We lost by 8 points.

We knew we could only get better from there. 
We continued working hard at practice to fix our 
defense and improve our offense. The pandemic 
and lockdown restriction made it difficult to have a 
full season. We managed to play the Old Boys and 
everyone was looking forward to that game as is 
customary at school. It was a good afternoon and 
the boys were feeling good about the game. We 
played well considering we were playing against 
experienced men but we lost the game. This made the 
team realise how much work they needed to put in. 

We participated in the St John’s Tournament 
where we had great round robin games and the wins 
helped us to qualify for the quarter-final which we 
lost by 1 point. We could easily have won the game 
but we had a slow start that affected the outcome of 
the game. Sam Howard and Omphile Noko helped 
the team to reach the quarter-final. Thembalethu 
Ndlovu defended well.

Our first goal was to win the Pretoria League. 
Unfortunately, the league was cancelled because of 
the pandemic and lockdown restrictions. Since things 
did not go as planned in the St John’s Tournament, 
our next focus was the St David’s Tournament. This 
was a great opportunity to redeem ourselves and 
add to the trophy cabinet. We played Johannesburg 
League games away at St Peter’s which was a 
good preparation game ahead of the St David’s 
Tournament. We managed to win against St Peter’s 
which helped us to gain more confidence. 

We started the St David’s Tournament against St 
Peter’s. We needed to win that first game to set a goal 
for ourselves which we did. We were one win short 
of making it to the knock-out stages. The boys played 
very well and we put up a fight every game. James 
Maherry and Aobakwe Tlhoaele had an outstanding 
tournament and carried the team. Yalusa Tsengiwe 
and Thembalethu Ndlovu showed great character 

and did their best. The absence of Sam Howard 
because of an operation really impacted the team. 

We continued to play in the Johannesburg 
League against St John’s to whom we had lost at 
the St David’s Tournament. We played at home on a 
beautiful sunny day in front of a crowd for the first 
time since March 2020. It was a tight game for three 
quarters. We managed to tighten up our defense in 
the fourth quarter to win the game. The spectators 
were elated as they cheered the players. It was a 
fantastic scene to witness as this was also my first 
match as coach in front of spectators. The return of 
Sam Howard made a big difference. He played as 
though he had not undergone an operation.

It was a great year during which we learned a lot 
despite not being able to accomplish all that we had 
planned. We had an 81% win average. We managed 
to build a great team that learned to compete and 
give their best at all times. The 2021 matric group set 
a great example for the next group.

I would like to thank the captain, Wade Hobson, 
for making sure the players stayed motivated 
during this busy season. They played every game 
with passion, the Boys High way! Good luck to the 
incoming captain, Sam Howard, and his team for 
the 2022 season. 

Welcome Mokwena 
Coach

Aobakwe Tlhoale with an intense finish at the rim
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Basketball

Basketball 2nd Team
The 2021 basketball season was not without its 
issues. During this time of the pandemic, it has not 
been easy to develop the boys’ basketball skills with 
stop-start practices at the beginning of the year, to 
having a just about full season in Term 4. 

The season began with excitement and loads of 
energy. The boys trained hard under the leadership 
of Lucky Moshupja from Rissik House. This game 
against Jeppe turned out to be an exhilarating one, 
going into overtime and PBHS then beating Jeppe 
33–29. Players continued to work hard at practice in 
anticipation of a possible Pretoria League. However, 
again due to Covid regulations, the Pretoria League 
was unfortunately cancelled. The team would gear 
up and be ready to get to work for the upcoming 
season in Term 4. As in previous years, this is the 
transition phase for boys of a younger form to get 
into playing in the Open age group. The U16s had 
both the talent and the desire to play in this age 
group and much credit must go to their previous 
coaches. Although the boys were excited, there was 
still work to be done at practice to fine tune their 
skills and basketball knowledge to prepare them to 
play in the Open age group. They diligently came to 
practice and were able to find new ways to play the 

game of basketball. 
On our first encounter of competition in Term 

4 transition period season, we went to St Peter’s 
to play against the CBC 2nd Team and CBC 3rd 
Team. We went on to win 54–8 and 64–6. This was 
a fantastic start to the season as it was evident 
that we had a strong group of individuals. The 2nd 
Team's second opposition was against Parktown 
1st Team. This game proved to be a challenge but 
ultimately we became the victors scoring 26–25 
in a tough game. This was a great achievement 
as we had a slow start but eventually dug deep 
and were able to pull away with a win. Our third 
game of the season was against Jeppe and proved 
to be a most challenging game which we lost  
18–30. Although it's never easy being served a loss, 
the boys fourth and final game of the season was 
against St John's and even though it wasn't smooth 
sailing, the team won, beating the opposition  
32–21. With its ups and downs, I can confidently 
say that the 2021 team has both the ability and 
talent to have a strong season in 2022.

Lesedi De Wee 
Coach

Seated L–R: N Morebudi, K Mkhize, W Hobson (Captain), M Mahwasane (Vice Captain), T Tladi, O Noko
First Row L–R: A Tlhoaele, Y Tsengiwe, T Ndlovu, J Maherry, T Ndimande

Second Row L–R: Mr W Mokwena (Coach), N Lobese, S Howard, Mr E Shine (Director)
Absent: L Mokati

1st Basketball Team
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The 3rd and 4th Teams began the new basketball 
season with excitement and vigour, especially 
because it had been a long while since boys had been 
allowed to play any team sports because of Covid 
regulations. Our skills sets during the first few 
practices were not where they should have been but 
through hard work and dedication these improved 
at every practice. Our hard work especially paid 
off during our fixtures in the Johannesburg League 
where the 3rds won all their matches and the 4ths lost 
only one game to Jeppe. 

The highlight of the season was our last fixture 
against Jeppe. The first half of our match did not 
start off too well, but it was in the second half where 
our defense and offense were impeccable which 
saw us clinch the lead and ultimately guaranteed 
us a victory on our home court. A special mention 
must be made of Alex van den Boogaard, who is our 
captain, for always training and working hard on 
both ends of the court. Thato Boshego, our shooting 

guard’s impact was heavily felt on the defensive 
side of the court and without his high energy and 
communication on the court, we wouldn’t have 
been a well-balanced team. Our centre Kultwano 
Dimpane, also known as BFG (Big Friendly Giant) 
was one of our most improved players of the 
season. Jarred Williams, our point- guard had an 
especially impressive season. His understanding 
of the game has increased vastly, and it has been a 
privilege to see how his confidence has grown over 
the last few weeks. 

In conclusion, the 3rds and 4ths have had a well-
rounded season. We had our fair share of hard 
practices as well as fun ones. Across the board we 
have all improved and become better basketball 
players and it has been privilege to work with these 
dedicated young players.

Nhlamhla Mavundla 
Coach

Basketball 5th Team
This was the first time we were able to put together 
a 5th Team. It goes to show that the sport is growing 
at PBHS. We were only able to organise one match 
as most schools are not able to raise a 5th Team. We 
played Jeppe at Jeppe. We ended up winning that 
game 18–17 in what was a farewell match for the 
Form V boys. Ofentse “MVP” Modisane played at 
an elite level showing that he had not lost his skills 
from when he last played in Form I. Hlogi Phetla 
also played a great game and scored the game-tying 
basket. It was a pleasure to coach these players and I 
wish them well in their future endeavours. 

Emmanuel Shine 
Coach

Mr Shine motivating the team vs Jeppe Sam Howard with a powerful dunk
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Basketball
Basketball U16A
This team has great potential and talent, which was 
evident during the short season. The players were 
ready to face the challenges all the time without 
backing down. This season showcased the bright 
future that awaits the team and the individual players.

The team won all their games. There was a 
gradual improvement from one game to the next. 
All were won by a 10+ point margin. Furthermore, 
the highlight game was against Crawford which 
PBHS won 83–3.

Great character was shown by this group with 
Yalusa "Gator" Tsengiwe heading the team as 
the captain and displaying great leadership. He 
has great potential and is supported by Michael 
Robertson who brings great energy to the team and 
is one of the best scorers, and Gomolemo "Teddy 
Bear" Motsapola, Talent Ncube, Nigel Kufakunesu 
and Francois Cooper. This is a great pool of players 

that will definitely contribute to the development of 
PBHS basketball.

The most consistent player this season was Yalusa 
Tsengiwe. He averaged 14 points, 4 rebounds, and 
3 assists per game. He was followed by Michael 
Robertson who averaged 13 points, 3 rebounds, and 2 
steals. The best defender was Gomolemo Motsapola.

As previously mentioned, this team holds great 
potential to accomplish great results. Therefore, it is 
important to eliminate bad habits which may hinder 
the success of the team, and improve on the current 
"good habits" or strengths. This will see the team 
reaching new heights. 

"Better today than we were yesterday, and better 
tomorrow than we are today"

Moloko Mola 
Coach

Leruo Mokoti with a finger-roll at the rim vs St 
Benedict’s

Sam Howard and Neo Morebudi getting a rebound vs Crawford
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Basketball U15A
We did not know how the year was going to start or 
if scholars were even going to be allowed to return. 
Too many questions. Too many uncertainties. So 
many things were in the air and Covid-19 was one of 
them. It was holding a lot of activities back. As soon 
as we got the green light, with a lot of questions still 
needing answers, the message from us as coaches 
was pretty clear: Stay Positive, Test Negative, LET'S 
PLAY BASKETBALL!

Still, with many rules to follow and even more 
excitement to handle, we started off the season in 
the Johannesburg League with a game against St 
Benedict’s at home. While it had been almost a year 
of absence from the court, the players were able to 
hold their own and come out with a win over the 
Bennies side. So far so good.

Our second game was against Jeppe – away. This 
was a close game, neck and neck, back and forth 
until the last 2 minutes of the fourth quarter when 
we needed the captain to step up and make some 
plays. Njongo "NJ" Busakwe the U15A captain did 
just that. With about 2 minutes left in the game, 
Njongo took a very deep three point shot on the 
break to give us the lead. I mean it was a BIG TIME 
shot. One could even say that he shot that one from 
Eastgate Mall, that’s how deep it was. After that 
three-point shot, the team then went on a 9–2 run 
to close the game and get the win. It was exciting 
to the end and the team showed great balance and 
togetherness to come out on top. 

Going into the next week of practice, we were 
informed that there was a Covid outbreak at various 
schools in Johannesburg and that sport would 
have to take a backseat for the time being while the 
government tried to get things under control. The 
team practised and kept in shape until we got the 
second go-ahead of the year from the government.

Seasons changed, from summer to winter and 
it was at this time that we had to say goodbye to 
what was a very short two-game season in the 
Johannesburg League and a very shy "Hello" to the 
Pretoria League. Unfortunately, we were not able 
to get the League up and running for 2021 and the 
players were disappointed.

There was a break from June – August because 
of the spike in Covid cases. We thought that would 
be the end of the season: no more games, no more 
training. It was at that time that hope gave us a 
hand. Vaccinations were available. Looking forward 
to brighter days, St John’s in Johannesburg opened 
up their gates to host their prestigious U13, U15 and 
U19 Basketball Tournaments. 

It was good for the players to get out there and 
experience a tournament setting and competition 
from other schools and basketball clubs from across 
the country. In our group we drew the hosts St John’s 
College, Mangaung Knights from Bloemfontein, 
the Soweto Academy who were the defending 
champions and St Stithians College. We did not do 
as well as we wanted to, only winning one game out 
of the four that we played. 

However, it was an amazing experience and 
even better to get the teams out there to play 
again. They were happy to compete and to have 
those competitive juices flowing. Special mention 
must be made of Levy Disanka who really came 
out of his shell in the tournament by showing 
some athleticism and skill – a 14-year-old playing 
in an U15 tournament. Njongo "NJ" Busakwe got 
special mentions from commentators, leaving the 
tournament with a nickname that's hard to get 
around the courts… "Floor General". One could 
also see the growth in Potego “Poti” Selepe. After 
a slow start to the season, the young man made 
some great strides as the season went on and he 
grew in confidence and leadership. He started 
off as a point guard with good passing skills and 
turned himself into a two-way player, putting 
players in handcuffs and locking them up on the 
defensive end. The duo of Selepe and Busakwe 
will be a problem for many schools as these two 
get more comfortable in the game. Their skill and 
confidence is on the rise and all that’s missing 
is experience. This team should really be proud 
of their six games this calendar year: won three, 
lost three. 

It was an up and down season, shorter than most 
seasons. However, we did our best with what was 
given and learned a lot in the process, both coaches 
and players. It was a lot to ask of 15-year-olds, but 
just enough to build character.

I can safely say that we are not where we want to 
be. We are not where we can be. In some cases we are 
not where we should be, but we are also not where 
we used to be. Vaccinations are available and at this 
point we have parents and fans back in stands. The 
excitement is brewing and there is nothing left but 
to look forward to the future. I am extremely proud 
of the players and what they were able to achieve 
this year and wish them nothing but success as they 
continue to strive for greatness. 

Khaya Thomo 
Coach
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Basketball
Basketball U15B
As U15B coach I am super proud of the effort the 
boys put in throughout the season in which they 
displayed their incredible talent. My season with 
them started in Term 4. It was a privilege to move 
up from coaching U14Bs to U15Bs. 

In the first week with the team we worked 
on key fundamentals such as diagonal running, 
quick thinking, movement (pass, cut and 
replace), passing drills, advanced shooting drills 
focusing more on their shooting form as well as 
different defensive plays – and all this hard work 
on the fundamentals helped us improve by leaps 
and bounds, allowing our team to win numerous 
matches.

In our first fixture, we played against Jeppe. The 
final score was 25–24 to Jeppe so it was a very tight 

game which showed heart, determination and unity 
amongst the team. 

The second fixture saw us facing St John’s and 
St Alban’s on the same day. We won our first game 
against St John’s and lost our second against St 
Alban’s. In these two games talent was displayed by 
Prodige Mukadi averaging 2 steals, 3 assists and 4 
points; Kutlwano Molepe 6 points and 7 rebounds; 
Luyanda Khumalo 8 points, 3 assists and William 
Cox 11 rebounds, 3 blocks and 5 points. 

The future looks bright for this talented U15B 
Team which works hard and wants to improve and 
learn the game of basketball.

Kgaugelo Tholo 
Coach

Basketball U15C
My first year of coaching at Pretoria Boys High 
School was truly amazing. I was privileged to coach 
the U15C Team. In a short space of time I got to meet 
a group of hungry, determined and enthusiastic 
boys who were eager to become the best at their 
craft. This was seen through their extra efforts, even 
after their scheduled training session, when they 
would still play amongst themselves.

My coaching philosophy concerned defense, 
dedication and fun and the boys openly adopted 
this philosophy. Our training sessions were where 
we rectified bad habits, developed new skills and 
understood the principles of the sport and I was 
highly impressed with the application during game 
time. The competition we faced this term was tough 
but the boys managed to play a clean game and 
implemented the fundamentals accordingly. 

The first game we played was against St Peter’s. 
The team had a rocky start but eventually got back 
into the swing of things. The game we played against 
Jeppe was the hardest. We found ourselves trailing 
in the first half of the game. After a brief discussion, 
the players redeemed themselves and played the 
game that they knew, and drew strength from one 
another to come out victorious.

The last game we played against St Alban’s was 
where I saw that the boys had grown from when 
I first started coaching them. Luyanda Khumalo 
had a great offensive run, scoring most of the 
points throughout the season. After coming back 
from a wrist injury, Mkhokheli Monyepao played 
an exceptional game. This showed that dedication 
really goes a long way.

Another aspect that really impressed me about this 
team is the brotherhood that they had established. 

Their willingness to uplift and encourage one 
another showed that they cared beyond the court – a 
very underrated aspect of team play. 

Through their hard work, the U15C Team was 
undefeated in the term. This paved the way for more 
improvement in the way that they played and was 
a great confidence booster for the boys and their 
basketball growth. 

Ms Batlile Motuku 
Coach

Ntshinga Lobese with an easy lay-up
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Basketball U15D
With all its challenges throughout the world 2021 
proved to be a break out year for the boys of the U15D 
Team. At the beginning of Term 4, many of the boys 
that made it into the U15D Team were disappointed 
and shattered that they had not make higher teams. I 
sat the boys down for a team talk that day and I made 
the goal for the season very clear: every single boy 
sitting in front of me would make a higher team. 

That team talk sparked the start of an amazing 
unbeaten season for the U15D Team with special 
wins over school rivals, St John’s, and a win against 
Jeppe at the beginning of the season. With exceptional 
displays, it came as no surprise that the boys who had 

sat in front of me on the first day of the season, all 
moved up a team or two. I was impressed with the 
boys who were promoted from the U15E Team as 
these boys showed an amazing work ethic since their 
Form I year in 2020. There is no doubt in my mind 
that every single boy that I worked with in the U15D 
Team will do amazing things and achieve their goals 
and ambitions in their important U16 year in 2022. 
Congratulations to the U15D Team for an exceptional, 
unbeaten season. You really earned it!

Ofentse Kgotle 
Coach

Basketball U14A
The year started with the coaches very uncertain 
of 2021’s basketball season. We had a number of 
promising boys try out for the basketball team with 
most of them not knowing how to play the sport. 
The tryouts took a week and eventually 12 players 
were chosen for the U14A Team.

The boys promised me commitment and 
dedication in return for educational and fun practice 
sessions. Knowing that the boys had never played 
the sport before, our practice sessions emphasised 
the fundamentals of dribbling, passing, defending, 
lay-ups, shooting and rebounds. Every practice 
session was a repetition so that the boys could get 
used to the rhythm of playing the sport. What was 
surprising was how quickly they caught on. The 
boys were so dedicated. They wanted to learn the 
sport and also enjoy playing it to the point where I 
had to adjust the practice to their level. 

After a month of practice and weekend internal 
games, we eventually had our first game against St 
Benedict’s. We did not know what to expect from 
the game but we promised each other that we would 
focus on what we had been practicing because that 
would eventually lead us to victory, which is what 
happened. The boys were happy with their win. It 
gave them so much confidence and validation that 
they were on the right track. 

Our second game was against Jeppe. This was a 
more challenging game because it tested our mental 
strength more than anything. We knew we were the 
better team but it is not only about physical strength 
– there is mental strength as well. We started the 
game by trailing against Jeppe which discouraged 
the boys as they were looking forward to their 
second win of the season. We started to perform 
better which resulted in us recording our second 
win of the season. 

Although, we won, I realised that there were 

some players from the B team that could help the 
A Team become better – Longen Chen, Akin Akin 
and Logan Van Der Walt. These players started off 
in the B Team but they had improved so much that 
they had to be promoted to the A Team. What stood 
out to me was how disciplined they were. There 
were a few things that they didn't understand like 
the correct footwork for a lay-up but they remained 
disciplined enough and eventually caught on. What 
was surprising was how well the team's chemistry 
improved with the addition of these players.

Our last game of the season was against Crawford 
College. At this point the team was confident in 
their abilities. They knew that the only thing that 
could stop them from winning was themselves. The 
team won and the boys were not surprised. It was 
generally an easier game. The strategy of this game 
was to try out the advanced moves we implemented 
in practice like reverse lay-up, shooting instead 
of always driving in, etc. The boys did this really 
well and I was surprised at how much they had 
improved from our first practice. They surpassed 
all my expectations and that's because they were so 
dedicated to the sport. This improvement resulted 
in a few of the boys being selected to play at the 
U15 tournament for Pretoria Boys High School at 
St John’s College. These boys were Thomas and 
Nicholas Fagas, Victory Ike, Joshua Havenga and 
Logan Van Der Walt.

It was unfortunate that the annual U14 Basketball 
Tournament at Jeppe was cancelled this season. The 
boys would've enjoyed playing there and I have no 
doubt that they would have represented the school 
well at the tournament. Luckily they have the St 
John’s Tournament to look forward to next year.

Ms Koketso Kgogome 
Coach
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Basketball
Basketball U14B
First and foremost, I would like to thank everyone 
for giving me the opportunity to coach at Pretoria 
Boys High.

Our basketball season did not have a steady 
start because of Covid-19 restrictions. Everything 
was limited. We did not have sufficient training 
sessions until the school gave the go-head to start 
our programme and then it was all systems go as we 
were able to work very hard at training.

As a development coach, it was exciting and a 
true honour to coach the U14B team. Against all 
odds, this group of incredibly talented players 
has shown the Boys High way which is to play at 
their best and represent the school well by winning 
games and showing great sportsmanship whilst at 
it. The programme started off with teaching them 
fundamentals such as layups as well as passing the 
ball and movement, which are highly important 
in my experience as a professional player at BNL 
(Basketball National League). 

The first and second week of our court time 
we did bouncing and shooting drills, then on the 
second weekend that’s when we played our first 
game of the season against St.Peter’s, The players 
were nervous as it was their first game – all except 
Longen Chen who, with his incredible leadership 
qualities, encouraged his teammates to have 
confidence in themselves. Once they got into the 

rhythm of the game, their nerves subsided and 
they played as a unit showing heart and soul in the 
game, as well as love and passion for it. We ended 
up winning the game by 29 points. The final score 
was 30–1 which was an incredible margin to win by. 
Akim Akingbola and Phemelo Ramokone stood out 
with both of them scoring 7 points each and Akim 
getting 9 rebounds and 2 assists.

Our second fixture of the season saw us facing 
Jeppe. During the first half we were down 6–0. 
However, this all changed as Lehumo Leso and 
Olwethu Moloi scored the first 4 points of the second 
half which then motivated the entire team to make 
a comeback. The boys increased their intensity and 
showed all the skills they had gained from spending 
long hours on the courts as well as their sheer 
hunger and determination to win and represent the 
school well. Offensively and defensively the boys 
tightened up. The defensive play was led by Konke 
Bunga with many defensive steals stopping Jeppe 
from being able to score. We won 12–6. 

There are many talented players who, with 
coaching and development, will be able to reach their 
full potential and dominate the basketball scene. 
The future looks great for these young athletes.

Kgaugelo Tholo 
Coach

Ntshinga Lobese driving to the basket vs Crawford Murumwa Mahwasani with an And-One Play
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The summer season started off with the boys being 
enthusiastic and energetic to get back into sport during 
the unprecedented Covid times. Their season got off to 
a great start with a 30–1 win over CBC Boksburg. The 
next game played against Jeppe was a real nailbiter 
ending in a bitter 19–17 loss. However, the boys 
brushed this off and got straight back into training 
the following week and this resulted in an 11–6 win 
against a talented U14D side. In their last game of 
the season, they faced their biggest rivals, St Alban’s. 
This led to many boys rising to the occasion in order 
to secure a 12–7 win with standout performances from 
Tiego Mokhele, Phillip Yenga, Phemelo Ramokone 
and Alfred Agyei throughout the season.

The boys are extremely enthusiastic about the 
sport and have a bright future ahead of them as 
well as a bright future ahead for the basketball 
programme at Pretoria Boys High School.

Ketan Behari
Coach

Basketball U14D
It has been quite a rollercoaster of a year, particularly 
for the U14D Team. 2021 presented the dilemma 
of the country still being knee deep within the 
pandemic at the beginning of the year, which led to 
the new U14 boys not getting enough time on the 
court. In true Boys High fashion, the boys that I 
worked with throughout the year in the U14D Team 
did not see this as a problem as they continued to 
learn and be hungry to play the sport of basketball, 
even with the limited time available in Term 1. 

This was especially evident with many of the boys 
returning with newfound basketball skills in Term 4. 
Although the team was not able to win any games, 
the boys made me proud with their passion and 
desire for the sport, which was especially evident in 
their close 18–16 loss to St John’s. I have high hopes 
and expectations for the boys’ progress in 2022.

Mr Ofentse Kgotle 
Coach

Basketball U14E
The U14E Team had a season that was mostly 
development-based with them enjoying learning 
a new sport as most of them hadn’t played 
basketball before.

With it being more development-based, practices 
were based largely on improving personal skill which 
the boys thoroughly enjoyed and surprised me with 
how much they were willing to give at practice. They 
were always eager to learn and were as attentive as 
could be when learning new aspects of the game.

Certain boys were promoted to higher teams as 
they improved their game which is always fulfilling 
as their hard work and dedication paid off in the end.

They finished the season well with a well-
deserved win and a season that I believe they 
enjoyed. I enjoyed coaching them and I am excited 
to see how they continue their basketball journey. 

Kristoffer Nderitu
Coach

James Maherry attacking the paint vs St Benedict’s

Neo Morebudi driving to the basket 
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Climbing
Over the course of the year, while the numbers of the 
boys attending may have shrunk, the strength and 
spirit of those that continued has grown vastly. We 
attended a number of climbing events ranging from 
competitions to field trips in the Magaliesberg and 
Mpumalanga as listed below: 
• Gauteng Provincial Climbing Boulder League 29 

March
• Magaliesberg Fernkloof trip 5 April 
• Gauteng Climbing Lead League 29 April 
• South African National Climbing Federation 

(Provincial Championships) 16 May 
• Magaliesberg Fernkloof trip 23 May 
• Mpumalanga Waterval Boven trip 12 October 
This year was a difficult one for sport climbing with 
the Nationals and Youth World Championships 
being cancelled. Many of the boys would have had 
an incredible chance to succeed. Their confidence 
and willingness stayed strong as this year was 
the first for sport climbing to be included in the 
Olympics. The boys showed their passion on the day 
of the SANCF Provincial Championships when the 
team collectively walked away with twelve medals. 

The climbers exceeded many expectations placed 
on them when it came to the safety and the success 
of their fellow climbers. They were quick to share a 
laugh at their worst but not too proud to forget the 
team of which they were a part. The team has grown 
incredibly strong in such a short period of time. I 
look forward to where they may end up. 

Damien Blokker 
Coach

1.  Nicholas Cibulka climbing at Waterval Boven
2. Loren Ehlers competing at the provincial speed climbing finals
3. Edward Harvey climbing at Waterval Boven

1.

2. 3.
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1st Rock Climbing Team

Seated Row L–R: Ms E van Zyl (MIC), L Ehlers (Vice Captain), E Harvey (Captain), M Serfontein, Mrs I Tucker
First Row L–R: S Van Wijk, V Ellis, N Cibulka, I Dougal

Absent: B Cloete, A Isebeck, R Gibberd

Edward Harvey competing at the provincial lead finals Edward Harvey climbing at 
Waterval Boven
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Cricket

1st Cricket Team

Seated L–R: E Dlulemnyango, Mr R de Beer (Assistant Coach), C Jardim (Captain), Mr F Schuld (Coach), K Croome (Captain),  
Mr D Jefferson (Director), D Dirkse van Schalkwyk, O Eva (Scorer) 

First Row L–R: C Croome, A Pruss, D Diemont, L Sadler, R Krüger, R Jordaan
Second Row L–R: K Thiele, A Segaar, H van der Merwe, L Elkington, P Pretorius, J Tattersall

1st Team Cricket

The year started with the disappointment of not 
being able to go on our annual cricket tour to Cape 
Town. Although this was disappointing, the boys 
stayed positive and were very excited to get going 
with the cricket for the year. 

Boys’ Schools’ matches – Term 1
After a delayed start to the year, the season started 
with our first game against our old rivals King 
Edward School. A fantastic 100 not out from Keiron 
Croome gave us a comfortable 8 wicket win to get 
the season off to a good start. Unfortunately we 
could not maintain that momentum for the rest of 
the season and we suffered a couple of losses. These 
did not derail us but gave us a good opportunity to 
reflect and work hard to fix the silly mistakes we had 
made. I believe the results did not reflect the good 
quality of cricket that we played and the growth and 
trust in the process. We had plans that excited me for 
the rest of the year.

Northerns Schools League
Our Northerns Schools League is always very 
important and offers us a very challenging couple 
of matches with really strong opposition in every 

game. Although we could not defend our title, I 
believe we made great progress as a team and got 
closer to where we want to go. We started off with 
an unfortunate loss against Hoërskool Waterkloof 
where we could not deal with their strong bowling 
attack. From there the momentum changed and we 
went unbeaten in the following 5 fixtures, beating 
a strong Menlopark team quite convincingly in the 
process. These matches stood out as our batsmen 
truly came into their own and took a couple of 
games away from our opposition. 

Between all our Pretoria League fixtures we had a 
friendly match against a strong Paarl Boys team who 
beat Affies and Waterkloof before playing against 
us. In a memorable match a strong fight-back from 
our middle order will stand out as they got us over 
the line to win with 4 wickets in hand. 
Oppenheimer Michaelmas Cricket Week
During the September holiday we travelled to 
Maritzburg College for the annual Michaelmas 
Week. This is always a fun and very competitive 
week. Unfortunately this year will be remembered 
for all the rain. We could not play on day one. This 
did not stop the boys from having fun and as boys 
do, they stared a massive game of very competitive 
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touch rugby in the rain. Looking back on the year, 
this was one of my favourite moments and will 
always stay with me. The tour was largely a big 
success as we beat Michaelhouse and St Charles. 
Unfortunately our tour had one blemish with a 
narrow loss to Maritzburg College in a tightly 
contested game that went down to the wire. 

Special thanks
Firstly, thank you to every player for what you gave 
to the White Caps! This game is very time consuming 
and unforgiving (at times), and it is wonderful to see 
how playing for the White Caps is getting back its 
meaning.

I would like to thank all the matric boys who 
offered their time in a difficult year. You were a very 
important part of the culture and dynamic. 

Then thank you to all the parents, for supporting 
the White Caps through thick and thin all over the 

country. We were very lucky to have you all behind 
us.

To Rowan de Beer, thank you for all the time you 
gave to the team. Your enthusiasm was always felt 
and appreciated. 

Thank you to Dean Jefferson who is always 
of great help in getting the players and facilities 
prepared and ready. You form a very important part 
of our team and are a valued member. 

To Laurence Stewart and his staff: thank you 
for the fitness and conditioning knowledge you 
brought to the White Caps. This part of our game is 
improving every year.

Finally, I would also like to thank Oliver Eva 
for scoring for the White Caps. (He received Half 
Colours for Service).

Francois Schuld
Coach

Player Profiles

We had 18 players that represented the White Caps 
in 20 matches during 2021…
Kieron Croome (Captain) – a team player, great 
work ethic, led by example especially when most 
of the other matric players called it a day in Term 
3. Leading run scorer for the year – received Full 
Colours for batting. Very handy seam bowler 
(probably underutilised).
Finished on 48 matches for the White Caps.
Batting – scored 596 runs off 836 balls (including 3 x 50s 
and 2 x 100s, with a best of 110 against Hoërskool Oos-
Moot), at an average of 45.8 runs per innings and a strike 
rate of 71.3 runs per 100 balls.
Bowling – took 5 wickets for 84 runs in 21.4 overs, at an 
economy of 3.9 runs per over, an average of 16.8 runs per 
wicket and a strike rate of 26 balls per wicket.

Hilton Bailey – made his debut against KES, a 
team player (extraordinary character), work ethic is 
improving, unfortunately did not come off with the 
bat as hoped for.
Batting – scored 1 run off 7 balls, at an average of 1 run 
per innings and a strike rate of 14.3 runs per 100 balls.

Callum Croome – made his debut against KES, a 
team player – received a Team Award, good work 
ethic, starting to contribute nicely with the bat 
(hopefully overhasty starts and throwing his wicket 
away will disappear) huge potential as a quick 
bowler (unfortunately struggled with a bad back for 
most of the season).

Batting – scored 167 runs off 282 balls, at an average of 
11.1 runs per innings and a strike rate of 59.2 runs per 
100 balls.
Bowling – took 8 wickets for 188 runs in 40 overs, at an 
economy of 4.7 runs per over, an average of 23.5 runs per 
wicket and a strike rate of 30 balls per wicket.

David Diemont – made his debut against Affies, a 
team player – received a Team Award, good work 
ethic, better batsman than he realises and very 
dangerous when in, potentially the best glove man 
in the province.
Batting – scored 109 runs off 142 balls, at an average of 
15.6 runs per innings and a strike rate of 76.8 runs per 
100 balls.

Divan Dirkse van Schalkwyk – a team player, good 
work ethic, fighter, aggressive left arm orthodox 
bowler, great hands. He finished on 20 matches for 
the White Caps.
Batting – scored 0 runs off 2 balls, at an average of 0 runs 
per innings and a strike rate of 0 runs per 100 balls.
Bowling – took 2 wickets for 29 runs in 10 overs, at an 
economy of 2.9 runs per over, an average of 14.5 runs per 
wicket and a strike rate of 30 balls per wicket.

Edumisa Dlulemnyango – a team player – received 
a Team Award, good work ethic, lethal with the 
ball when bowling, but still a bit inconsistent. He 
finished on 26 matches for the White Caps and was 
selected for the Provincial U19 Boys Titans Team.
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Cricket
Batting – scored 23 runs off 65 balls, at an average of 
7.7 runs per innings and a strike rate of 35.4 runs per 
100 balls.
Bowling – took 9 wickets for 245 runs in 45 overs, at an 
economy of 5.4 runs per over, an average of 27.2 runs per 
wicket and a strike rate of 30 balls per wicket.

Liam Elkington – a team player, exceptional work 
ethic, underrated as a bowler – received Half Colours 
for bowling, very handy with the bat.
Batting – scored 60 runs off 81 balls, at an average of 20 
runs per innings and a strike rate of 74.1 runs per 100 
balls.
Bowling – took 14 wickets for 269 runs in 65.1 overs, at 
an economy of 4.1 runs per over, an average of 19.2 runs 
per wicket and a strike rate of 27.9 balls per wicket.

Claudio Jardim – a team player, work ethic is 
improving, very talented batsman, quality fielder 
and/or wicketkeeper. He finished on 22 matches for 
the White Caps.
Batting – scored 38 runs off 35 balls, at an average of 19 
runs per innings and a strike rate of 108.6 runs per 100 
balls.
Robert Jordaan – a team player, great work ethic, 
developing into a very dangerous middle order 
batsman, very handy seam bowler. He received Half 
Colours as an all-rounder.
Batting – scored 541 runs off 690 balls (including a best 
of 102 vs Queens High School), at an average of 33.8 runs 
per innings and a strike rate of 78.4 runs per 100 balls.
Bowling – took 11 wickets for 271 runs in 54.3 overs 
(including a best of 4 for 18 vs Cornwall Hill College), at 
an economy of 5 runs per over, an average of 24.6 runs per 
wicket and a strike rate of 29.7 balls per wicket.

Reice Kruger – made his debut against Hoërskool 
Waterkloof, a team player whose passion is 
sometimes misunderstood, work ethic could 
improve (especially regarding his keeping), talented 
middle order batsman.
Batting – scored 44 runs off 108 balls, at an average of 
8.8 runs per innings and a strike rate of 40.7 runs per 
100 balls.
Pieter Pretorius – a team player, good work ethic, 
very tidy off spin bowler – received Half Colours for 
bowling. Batting has shown glimpses, but is still not 
close to his potential.
Batting – scored 159 runs off 310 balls, at an average of 
15.9 runs per innings and a strike rate of 51.3 runs per 
100 balls.
Bowling – took 19 wickets for 416 runs in 135.2 overs 
(including a best of 4 for 10 vs Queens High School), at 
an economy of 3.1 runs per over, an average of 21.9 runs 

per wicket and a strike rate of 42.7 balls per wicket.

Acelon Pruss – made his debut against KES, a team 
player, work ethic could improve, quality leg spin 
bowler – received Full Colours for bowling, a more 
than capable batsman.
Batting – scored 67 runs off 125 balls, at an average of 
13.4 runs per innings and a strike rate of 53.6 runs per 
100 balls.
Bowling – took 23 wickets for 512 runs in 136 overs 
(including a best of 4 for 16 vs St Charles College), at an 
economy of 3.8 runs per over, an average of 22.3 runs per 
wicket and a strike rate of 35.5 balls per wicket.
Leo Sadler – a team player, work ethic is improving, 
batting has improved a lot but still does not reflect 
his ability, very dangerous with the new ball (leading 
wicket taker for the year) – received Full Colours for 
bowling.
Batting – scored 323 runs off 488 balls (including a best 
of 63 vs St. John’s College), at an
average of 21.5 runs per innings and a strike rate of 66.2 
runs per 100 balls.
Bowling – took 24 wickets for 345 runs in 95.1 overs 
(including a best of 6 for 20 vs Hoërskool Oos-Moot), at 
an economy of 3.6 runs per over, an average of 14.4 runs 
per wicket and a strike rate of 23.8 balls per wicket.

André Segaar – made his debut against Hoërskool 
Waterkloof, a team player, fighter, aggressive middle 
order batsman, big turner of the ball – received Half 
Colours for bowling.
Batting – scored a 191 runs off 228 balls, at an average of 
23.9 runs per innings and a strike
rate of 83.8 runs per 100 balls.
Bowling – took 16 wickets for 265 runs in 57.4 overs 
(including a best of 4 for 22 vs Affies), at an economy of 
4.6 runs per over, an average of 16.6 runs per wicket and 
a strike rate of 21.6 balls per wicket.

Justin Tattersall – made his debut against Jeppe 
(Term 1), a team player, work ethic is improving, still 
finding his feet in the team but has the ability to be a 
dangerous middle order batsman, probably under-
used as a leg spin bowler.
Batting – scored 22 runs off 24 balls, at an average of 5.5 
runs per innings and a strike rate of 91.7 runs per 100 
balls.
Bowling – took 3 wickets for 28 runs in 7 overs (this was 
his only spell – vs Jeppe), at an economy of 4 runs per 
over, an average of 9.3 runs per wicket and a strike rate of 
14 balls per wicket.

Keagan Thiele – made his debut against Hoërskool 
Waterkloof, a team player, great work ethic, 
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unfortunately misunderstood his role a bit, and did 
not play his natural game.
Batting – scored 82 runs off 158 balls, at an average of 
10.3 runs per innings and a strike rate of 51.9 runs per 
100 balls.

Hannu van der Merwe – a team player – received 
a Team Award, good work ethic, ever improving 
naturally aggressive top order batsman, “offies” 
are improving nicely (had a few more than handy 
spells).
Batting – scored 356 runs off 514 balls (including a best 
of 95 vs Hoërskool Oos-Moot), at an average of 22.3 runs 
per innings and a strike rate of 69.3 runs per 100 balls.
Bowling – took 5 wickets for 84 runs in 21.4 overs, at an 
economy of 3.9 runs per over, an average of 16.8 runs per 
wicket and a strike rate of 26 balls per wicket.

Result Summaries  
The White Caps played 20 matches during 2021. They won 9 
matches (winning ratio of 45%), lost 10 and 1 was abandoned 
due to rain and/or lightning.
•	 	KES	–	194	all	out	(Leo	Sadler	–	3	for	27	in	7) 

PBHS	–	195/2	(Kieron	Croome	–	106	(143))		 	 	
PBHS won by 8 wickets.

•	 	PBHS	–	125/9 
Affies	–	127/7	(Acelon	Pruss	–	3	for	26	in	10)	 	
PBHS lost by 3 wickets.

•	 	PBHS	–	65	all	out 
Noordheuwel	–	66/4	 	 	 	 	
PBHS lost by 6 wickets.

•	 	PBHS	–	98/1 
Michaelhouse	–	101/1	 	 	 	 	
PBHS lost by 9 wickets.

•	 Jeppe	–	203	all	out	(Justin	Tattersall	–	3	for	28	in	7)
	 PBHS	–	139	all	out	 	 	 	 	
 PBHS lost by 64 runs.
•	 PBHS	–	89	all	out
	 Waterkloof	–	90/1	 	 	 	 	
 PBHS lost by 9 wickets.
•	 PBHS	–	253/8	(Robert	Jordaan	–	50	(65))
	 Centurion	–	155	all	out	 	 	 	 	
 PBHS won by 98 runs.
•	 	PBHS	–	263/2	(Kieron	Croome	–	110	(109);	and	Hannu	van	

der	Merwe	–	95	(96))
	 Oos-Moot	–	94	all	out	(Leo	Sadler	–	6	for	20	in	7)	 	
 PBHS won by 169 runs.
•	 PBHS	–	199/7	(Kieron	Croome	–	81	(118))
	 Menlopark	–	97	all	out	(Pieter	Pretorius	–	3	for	15	in	7.4)	 	
 PBHS won by 102 runs.
•	 Zwartkop	–	194	all	out
	 	PBHS	–	197/4	(Robert	Jordaan	–	93	(80);	Kieron	Croome	–	

50 (59))

 
 PBHS won by 6 wickets.
•	 Paarl	Boys’	–	167	all	out	(Pieter	Pretorius	–	3	for	30	in	10;		
	 André	Segaar	–	3	for	34	in	10)
	 PBHS	–	168/6	 	 	 	 	
 PBHS won by 4 wickets.
•	 Garsfontein	–	184	all	out	
	 PBHS	–	11/0	after	1	 	 	 	 	
 Match abandoned.
•	 Maritzburg	–	186/5
	 PBHS	–	178/6	 	 	 	 	
 PBHS lost by 8 runs.
•	 St	Charles	–	109	all	out	(Acelon	Pruss	–	4	for	16	in	7.3)
	 PBHS	–	110/9	 	 	 	 	
 PBHS won by 1 wicket.
•	 Michaelhouse	–	188	all	out	(Acelon	Pruss	–	3	for	36	in	8)
	 PBHS	–	189/8	(Kieron	Croome	–	71	(96))	 	 	
 PBHS won by 2 wickets.
•	 PBHS	–	179	all	out
	 Affies	–	180/8	(André	Segaar	–	4	for	22	in	10)	 	 	
 PBHS lost by 2 wickets.
•	 Cornwall	Hill	–	178	all	out	(Robert	Jordaan	–	4	for	18	in	4.1)
	 PBHS	–	129	all	out	 	 	 	 	
 PBHS lost by 49 runs.
•	 PBHS	–	308/8	(Robert	Jordaan	–	102	(93))
	 	Queens	–	80	all	out	(Pieter	Pretorius	–	4	for	10	in	3.5;	Leo	

Sadler	–	3	for	11	in	6)
 PBHS won by 228 runs.
•	 St	Stithians	–	156/4
	 PBHS	–	133/8	 	 	 	 	
 PBHS lost by 23 runs.
•	 PBHS	–	189/9	(Leo	Sadler	–	63	(85))
	 St	John’s	–	192/7	(André	Segaar	–	3	for	27	in	5)	 	
 PBHS lost by 3 wickets.

Leo Sadler gets into his delivery stride
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Term 1
The Cricket 3rd XI are young men who showed 
character and lots of leadership ability. They were 
willing to learn, were disciplined when playing for 
the team and one another and showed respect to me 
as their coach.

Practices were very well attended which made 
my job a little easier. Players were keen to learn 
new skills and techniques. We tried to have more 
structured practices and that seemed to excite 
the players. I encouraged them to express their 
natural flair and to be more positive during our 
practices.

We were lucky to play all our scheduled matches 
for the season. Warm-ups were properly set up every 
morning and the players did all the drills thoroughly. 
The players showed great sportsmanship on the field.

There were a few good individual performances 
with bat and ball. Akhil Joshi, Juan Schutte and Alex 
Sik showed good improvement in their batting and 
Kheethan Fitz, Mahad Shah, Jack Stewart and Juan 
Schutte performed brilliantly with the ball through 
most of the season. A few players got called up to 
the 2nd XI.

I would like to thank all the players for their 
dedication and positive attitudes. It was pleasure to 
coach this group.

Patrick Nkuna
Coach

Cricket
Cricket 2nd Team

The year that was hampered by Covid, saw the 2nd 

XI playing 14 matches. Although there were many 
great performances, the team struggled to find 
any rhythm. Batting let the team down as players 
struggled to build real partnerships. However, in 
saying that, there was still plenty of growth amongst 
a number of the batsmen. 

The top six batsmen were: Justin Tattersall leading 
the table with 258 runs with an average of 32; Reice 
Kruger scoring 224 runs, also with an average of 32; 
Asanda Mpanza scoring 194 with an average of 24; 
Akhil Joshi scoring 174 with an average of 29; Luke 
Cannata scoring 173 with an average of 22 and lastly, 
Keagan Thieler scoring 168 with an average of 28. 

The team showed more depth as a bowling unit but 
never had the runs to defend. The top six bowlers 
for the year were Tebo Phadi taking 13 wickets with 
an economy of 4.5; Kgosi Kgaladi taking 12 wickets 
with an economy of 5.5; Juan Schutte taking 10 
wickets with an economy of 4.8; Davon Smit taking 8 
wickets with an economy of 3.6; Reagan Pruss taking 
7 wickets with an economy of 2.6 and lastly, Andre 
Segaar taking 7 wickets with an economy of 4.2.

It was sad that a season with such potential failed 
to find any real momentum. 

Andrew de Kock
Coach

Cricket 3rd Team

Liam Elkington looks at the Sommerville Pavilion balcony, after facing 
the heat in the middle
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Opposition PBHS  Opposition Result
Affies 3rd  214/9 (45) 
 Akhil Joshi 63* Affies 216/8 Lost by 2 wickets
Queens High School 2nd  100/7 (20) 101/4 (16) Lost by 6 wickets
Gauteng North Development 142/10 144/5 Lost by 5 wickets
Jeppe 3rd  PBHS 199/7  Jeppe 198 all out
 Bernard Wärnich 91* Ayden Adams 3/33 Won by 3 wickets

Term 4
The term kicked off with trials for seniors and sides 
were hastily put together for a first match against 
Affies. There were many changes to the team as a 
result of changes to other teams with matrics being 
in and out of fixtures. 

Heading across to Affies to play on an early 
season pitch that we were not familiar with, was 
a challenge. After some early wickets, the innings 
settled down and we reached an acceptable total 
of 214/9. Akhil Joshi played a superb innings of 
63. On the following afternoon, Affies started their 
innings off well, but with some tight bowling and 
wicket-taking deliveries it was soon the opposition 
struggling at 200/8. Left with a well set batsman and 
a tailender (and another tailender to come), it was a 
most frustrating end to the match as despite some 
excellent bowling, we were unable to dislodge the 
final two.

The match against Queens High School 2nds was a 
20-over affair. Rushing across to Johannesburg and 

starting the match minutes after arriving is never 
an ideal way to start. Making 100 runs in the 20 
overs was never going to be enough on a smallish 
field.

The Gauteng North Development Team had a 
number of talented players and after a reasonable 
start, we struggled to reach 142 all out with the 
opposition’s innings starting before lunch. While 
we were able to take 5 wickets, the opposition was 
never in trouble and managed to score the winning 
runs in a blistering 14 overs.

The final match of the season was most enjoyable 
in that it was a close contest and enjoyed by both 
sides. Having made 198, Jeppe kicked off their 
second innings with some excellent bowling and we 
lost wickets at regular intervals. Bernard Wärnich’s 
superb innings of 91* saw us win the day.

A short but enjoyable season!

D van Suilichem
Coach

Looks like Kieron Croome and Liam Elkington had an enjoyable chat 
(against Affies)

The brains trust – Mr Schuld (1st XI coach) probably having a little 
listen, as Kieron Croome (Captain) and Pieter Pretorius discuss 

their next move
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Cricket
Cricket 4th Team
Term 1
It was great to be on the field again, albeit with only 
four matches in the term. The first match against 
KES was difficult to gauge. PBHS was now playing 
against their third team as a result of KES U16A 
playing our 3rds. Having been out of the game for 
such a long time made it difficult to get going.

We were expecting a tough match against Affies 
and were definitely starting as underdogs. However, 
a bowling performance by Luca Radmanovic that 
will be remembered for a long time in which he took 5 
wickets in a devastating initial spell and then another 
in his end spell to end with figures of 6/11 in 10 overs 
with 3 maidens was amazing. We had restricted Affies 
to 130, but the job was only half done, and the Affies 
bowlers came out firing. Jason Sinclair managed an 

accomplished 33 and we edged closer to the total, but 
with 9 wickets down, it was left to the tailenders to 
fight it out. Stephen van der Walt held on, scoring 6 
runs off 46 balls until Jac de Villiers scored the final 
runs. It was a momentous victory.

Noorheuwel provided tough and determined 
opposition in what was generally a scrappy match 
with no standout performances on either side.

The final match of the season was a well contested 
and enjoyable one in which we managed to come 
out on top. 

All in all, it was great to be back on the field and 
playing the game we love!

Dave van Suilichem
Coach

Term 4
Term 4 yielded (as always) a turbulent and short 
season. In spite of the challenges faced by the absence 
of matrics, and the pressures associated with being 
seniors – such as exams and prefectship – the team 
managed a season filled with fun.

Beginning with games against Affies and 
Randburg 2nd XI, the boys were beaten by older and 
more experienced teams. This, however, did not 
dampen their spirits and a far stronger performance 
was recorded against the Affies 5th Team. The final 
games of the season were keenly looked forward 

to as they were opportunities for good games of 
cricket (against Jeppe and St John’s). However, due 
to the rain and exams, these games were cancelled. 
Instead, the season ended with an internal match 
against the 5th XI, which I’m sure will be a memory 
cherished by all of the boys.

Thank you to Mr Jefferson for all his support in 
this short season and to all the boys for the energy 
and fun that they brought to this beautiful game. 

Daniël McAslin
Coach

Opposition PBHS  Opposition Result
KES 3rds  117/10
 Connor Stevenson 44 121/3 Lost by 7 wickets
Affies 4ths  130/10
 Luca Radmanovic 6/11 (10) 131/9
  Jason Sinclair 33 Won by 1 wicket
Noordheuwel 2nds  92/10 117/7 Lost by 25 runs

Jeppe 4ths  187/8 186 Won by 2 wickets

Cricket 5th Team
Term 1
After a delayed start to the season, we came up 
against a strong KES U16B XI, and we unfortunately 
lost by 58 runs. We then lost by 4 wickets to Affies 
before our match against St Stithians was called 
off due to inclement weather conditions. We 
were then supposed to play St Benedict’s, but 
they cancelled due to their midterm break, so we 
ended up playing Affies again. In the “revenge” 
match, we chased a bit of leather, before getting 
off to a slow but steady start, leaving the chase a 

bit too late and coming up just short. Finally, we 
came up against Jeppe. We posted a decent score, 
after a well-played 70 from Bernard Warnich. We 
defended the score well, with Dylan van Malsen 
taking 3 wickets in the process.

Thank you to every player that represented this 
team and our school. Your commitment and effort 
is greatly appreciated. I will miss this special place.

Sarel van Greunen
Coach
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Cricket 6th Team
What a tough season! It started with a 10-wicket 
loss to KES 4th XI, after a very disappointing batting 
performance. Then it went slightly better against 
Affies, as we more than doubled the runs we had got 
a week earlier against KES and we at least picked 
up a few wickets, although we still ended up on the 
losing side.

Unfortunately our fixture against St Stithians 
was cancelled because of inclement weather. With 
St Benedict’s unable to play against us, it was 
Affies again. Regrettably, we could not muster 
the same batting display as in the first match 

against them, but we ended up taking 5 wickets 
before they passed our score. Our final match of 
the season was called off because of heavy rains 
leading up to the match.

Although winless, the players showed a lot 
of growth during the season and it made me 
proud to be a part of this team. Thank you for the 
opportunity to work with you and to be a part of 
this wonderful school.

Nkosinathi Msiza
Coach

Cricket 7th Team
After being put to the sword by KES 5th XI, the boys 
showed great fight in their batting display and 
prevented this powerful KES team from bowling 
them out. The next match against Affies was 
cancelled due to a water-logged outfield and a wet 
wicket. In the next match against Affies, we came 
up well short of their target, before our final match 
of the season (against Jeppe) was called off due to 
persistent rain.

Although the results did not go our way, I would 

like to thank all the boys that represented this team, 
for being loyal ambassadors of the school and for 
fully committing themselves to an unfortunate 
season. They also showed exemplary commitment 
to doing their team and their school proud. The 
energy and culture that was created within the team 
is noteworthy.

Andrew Reintges
Coach

Cricket 8th Team
Term 1
The boys had a chance to play some cricket which 
they thoroughly enjoyed. Every player contributed 
to a team known as “Team Gripless”. Being the 
lowest team in the Open age group, our goal was 
to play some cricket, but the emphasis was always 
on spirit or “gees” (Afr). We had quite a large squad 
to choose from at times since a place in the team 
became quite an important or rather popular thing. 
There is only one “Team Gripless” and we try to give 
each player a fair chance to show what they have to 
offer both from a cricketing and a team spirit point 
of view. 

The most memorable moment that the team 
enjoyed was beating our arch rivals, Affies, during 
Term 1. It was an intense match which had a nailbiting 
finish. This involved good batting, good bowling 
and fielding but, most importantly, the banter was 
great between teammates and opponents. 

While there were many contributions made by 
the players, it was delightful to coach a team with 
character. When it was time to get the job done, the 
team made it count and gave their best. 

Thank you to Mr Jefferson for arranging fixtures 

for us during trying times in this pandemic. 
I would like to extend my gratitude to every player 

for making our time together in the sun enjoyable. 
The game was played for enjoyment which was a 
fantastic environment in which to work with young 
men. All the best, lads!

Stefan Van Niekerk
Coach

One of the privileges of captaining the team is that Kierom Croome 
can bowl whenever he feels like it (against Affies)
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Cricket

2021 proved to be a very successful year for this 
team. Despite the continuation of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the season was largely unaffected, 
which was a relief, considering that there was still 
a large amount of disruption in the extramural 
programme as a whole. This was the first year that 
I had coached this group of boys and I saw they 
had improved by leaps and bounds since the start 
of 2020 and even during the 2021 season. This team 
had a difficult season in 2020, winning only one of 
10 games and struggling to find form individually 
and as a team.

I knew immediately when I took charge of 
this team that there was massive potential to be 
successful. There was every skill imaginable at our 
disposal with the ball in this squad. We had right arm 
seamers, a left arm seamer, a leg spinner, off spinners 
(right and left arm) and a left arm Chinaman. In my 
experience, this was a unique array of skill sets and 
it ensured that we had a perfect balance in the side.

Some of the highlights of the year include a 
century from Adam Cannata against KES, many 
5-wicket hauls from some of our bowlers, a very 
successful Sommerville Festival, winning the 
Northens Schools’ League, and Adam Cannata 
being selected to represent the Titans U16 Provincial 
Team at the CSA U16 Week.

In early October, Pretoria Boys High School hosted 
the inaugural Sommerville U15 Cricket Festival. This 
festival was the brainchild of Mr Jefferson. It was a 
great success both on and off the field. We played 
four matches over four days and managed to win 
three, beating Hilton College, Westville Boys High 
School and Michaelhouse – and narrowly losing to 
Maritzburg College in a very exciting game. 

The Northens Schools’ League is played annually 
against the best cricket schools in Pretoria during 
Terms 3 and 4, and is notorious for being incredibly 
competitive and challenging to win. This year 
we managed to win the league after a close finish 
between Garsfontein, Waterkloof and Pretoria Boys 
High School. The boys showed resilience and a 
competitive spirit that ensured that we ended up 
deserved victors. I am proud of this squad as this is 
a remarkable achievement.

Another highlight of the year was being rated the 
number one ranked U15A Team in the country by SA 
Schools Sport. We attained our number one ranking 
after some convincing wins in the Sommerville 

Festival and we managed to maintain this ranking 
until the end of the season (losing only one game 
to St Stithians in a T20 match). This was another 
remarkable achievement by this group of players.

I would like to thank all the boys who played a part 
in the team this year and I am delighted that I will be 
coaching you all again in 2022. The following boys 
represented the team during the 2021 season: Adam 
Cannata (captain), Jayden Boshoff, Johan Coetzer, 
Connor Hall, Robert Hassenkamp, Graydon Lubbe, 
Luke Marshall, Enzo Neto, Timothy Paulus, Shaun 
Riekert, Nicholas Rossouw, Owen Stolle, Timothy 
Tattersall, Marc van der Merwe (wicketkeeper) and 
Aiden van Straaten.

I would like to thank Mr Joseph Mugabe who 
assisted me in 2021. We have developed a good 
relationship as coaches over the last few years and 
all the hard work that Mr Mugabe has put into 
his coaching has certainly paid dividends. Lastly, 
I would like to thank Mr Dean Jefferson for all his 
cricket leadership and guidance at Pretoria Boys 
High School and for the time and effort he has put 
into this team in 2021. 

Gareth Hudson
Coach

Results
vs KES Match tied 
vs Affies (Term 1) Lost by 83 runs
vs Hoërskool Noordheuwel Match abandoned due to rain
vs Jeppe High School for Boys (Term 1) Won by 5 wickets
vs Hoërskool Zwartkop Won by 10 wickets
vs Hoërskool Oos-Moot Won by 8 wickets
vs Hoërskool Centurion Won by 1 wicket
vs Hoërskool Menlopark Match abandoned due to rain
vs Hilton College Won by 9 wickets
vs Westville Boys’ High School Won by 85 runs
vs Maritzburg College Lost by 2 runs
vs Michaelhouse (T20) Won by 6 wickets 
vs Affies (Term 4) Won by 1 wicket
vs Cornwall Hill College Won by 111 runs
vs Hoërskool Waterkloof Lost by 6 wickets
vs Queens High School Won by 95 runs 
vs Hoërskool Garsfontein Won by 95 runs
vs Jeppe High School for Boys (Term 4) Won by 143 runs
vs St Stithians College(T20) Lost by 40 runs
vs St John’s College  Match abandoned due to 

lightning

Cricket U15A
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Cricket U15B
The 2021 season for this team was clearly divided in 
terms of results and players between Terms 1 and 4.

During Term 1, the team was captained by Shaun 
Riekert and he was assisted by vice-captain, Bryce 
Hicks-Roche. The team was off to a good start against 
King Edward VII School with Luke Marshall putting 
on a batting and bowling master class. His excellent 
performance resulted in him being called up to the A 
team. Other notable performances during this term, 
came from Owen Stolle who scored 61 runs off 71 
balls, and Robert Hassenkamp who took 6 wickets 
for 16 runs in an exciting victory against Hoërskool 
Noordheuwel. A special moment for the team came 
against Jeppe High School for Boys, when Marco 
Upton scored 50 not out, to win the match with the 
tail-end batsmen after the top order had collapsed.

During Term 4 the team faced many challenges, 
between Bush School and players being called up 
to help fill the A team. There were many new faces 
in the team. Shaun Riekert scored 73 runs off 97 
balls and took 4 wickets for 29 runs against Affies 

C team, before being called up to the A team. Bryce 
Hicks-Roche left Boys’ High to attend a school closer 
to home in Nelspruit, which left the team without 
leadership. Ryan Halvorsen stepped up to captain 
the team for the remainder of the season and despite 
the results not going our way, did a good job. 
There were still memorable performances: Thomas 
Gurnell took 7 wickets for 41 runs and made 30 runs 
off 67 balls against Hoërskool Randburg’s A team. 
This performance earned Thomas “Sportsman of the 
week”.

During the course of the year, whether the team 
won or lost a match, they were always in good 
spirits with plenty of jokes being made. I am positive 
that the boys enjoyed their cricket this year, and 
have formed lasting friendships. It was a pleasure 
coaching the team and I hope they will continue 
playing cricket in the years ahead.

Jacques Klopper
Coach

Cricket U15C
The first part of the 2021 cricket season only started in 
February. We ended up playing KES, Affies (twice), 
and Jeppe. The results were unfortunately not in our 
favour. The matches against KES and Affies were 
lost by a fair margin. In one match against Affies, 
they needed a player and Juvan Ellis was willing to 
help them out as we had 13 players present on the 
day. Little did we know that he would bowl for them 
and go on to take six wickets, including a hat-trick! 
I guess we have to compliment him as it was indeed 
an outstanding performance, if only he had been on 
our side that day…

The match against Jeppe was abandoned due to 
inclement weather. 

The second part of our season started on 12 
October, with the U15 trials. Due to the large number 
of Form II boys attending Bush School, numbers 
were very low. The U15 age group barely managed 
to fill three teams.

Despite interruptions throughout our short 
season, the boys showed tremendous commitment 
to their team and they made me very proud. Our 

first game of the season was against Affies. Having 
never beaten them as a group, this game was 
very important to the boys. A very good batting 
performance from Ryan Halverson (borrowed from 
the B-side) and Thomas Gurnell took us to a total of 
140 runs. James Sherwood took four wickets to seal 
a first victory over Affies for the team.

Our last two matches were lost against a very good 
Queens team, and then Affies for the second time. 
The top performers were Ryan Halverson with the 
bat, Thomas Gurnell with a couple of good batting 
displays and decent bowling figures. Other boys 
who showed a lot of commitment and dedication 
were Sitanshu Balmakund, Connor Goliath, Ethan 
Walter-Sommers and Keanu Muggels. The top 
fielders in the team were definitely Siyo Sibelekwane 
and Awonke Mteto. They are certain to achieve a lot 
more in their careers at Pretoria Boys High School, if 
they continue to work hard.

Liam Treadwell
Coaches
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Cricket
Cricket U14A 
Coaching U14 cricket is the perfect place for a coach 
to begin this process. An U14 coach’s job is about 
making sure a team loves the game and develops 
a passion for it and, most importantly, that every 
single player develops a skill set that will take him 
to the next level.

The 2021 U14A XI worked extremely hard in all 
areas of the game, both individually and as a team. 
Every single player in the entire extended squad put 
in hours and hours of hard work during a year that 
we all know was constrained by Covid-19.

 Results did not go our way in a much shortened 
Term 1 season. Many valuable lessons were learnt 
by all the players and coaches involved with this 
special group of cricketers. I wish to congratulate 
Pieter Steyn who scored the most runs in Term 1 and 
Patrick Mouton who took the most wickets.

The winter season, more commonly known as 
“pre-season” cricket time for this group of cricketers, 
was going to be very important: a few months in 
preparation for a very demanding and tough cricket 
season at the end of the year.

Terms 3 and 4 were going to be very tough as 
we would tackle the Northerns Schools League, 
go on tour to Kearsney College to attend the most 
prestigious Charl van Rooyen Cricket Festival, 
as well as honour our traditional Boys’ Schools’ 
fixtures.

I could not be a prouder coach as the work, 
dedication and long hours every single player put in 
during “pre-season” was exceptional.

The Northerns Schools League began as soon as 
the shortened winter season was over and it was 
great to see the cricket fields busy again and, most 
importantly, sport getting back to some kind of 
normality. The Northerns Schools League is without 
a doubt one of the strongest leagues in the country 
and we would be tested in all areas.

Improvements were made in all three disciplines 
of the game and even though the results did not 
always show this, each and every player made huge 
progress in the right direction. A fantastic win on 
home soil against Hoërskool Centurion was very 
exciting and a memorable performance for this 
young team.

A highlight for any sportsman is to go on tour 
and to represent the school. This was something 
that so many boys had been starved of for so long. 
The traditional Charl van Rooyen Cricket Festival 
was held at Kearsney College and dictated to by the 
weather. The Kearsney College cricket and ground 
staff did everything possible for some cricket to be 
played at this very prestigious festival. T20 cricket 

was the format for the weekend because of rain and 
to allow as much cricket as possible to be played.

The brand of cricket we played was exciting 
and brave, and it was rewarding to see so many 
players who had been hiding in the wings stand up 
to be counted. The highlight of the weekend was 
the outstanding victory against the host school, 
Kearsney College. When all skills come together 
and both batting and bowling performances are 
done to perfection, one feels really proud as a coach. 
A weekend of great cricket against some of South 
Africa’s great cricketing schools was enjoyed by all.

On returning from the Charl Van Rooyen Festival, 
we headed into Term 4 and our traditional Boys’ 
Schools’ fixtures against some of our oldest rivals, 
as well as finishing off the remaining Northerns 
Schools League fixtures.

Each player sacrificed and gave so much, but a 
special word of congratulation must be made to 
Patrick Mouton for his 125 and Tinashe Mbingo for 
his 88 against Hoërskool Randburg (sharing a 230-
run partnership); Pieter Steyn for being the leading 
run scorer throughout the year, and to Jenson 
Breetzke for leading the bowling attack with such 
raw pace and aggression.

It was a year of ups and downs for this young 
team, but the effort, commitment and dedication 
each and every player put in was special to see.

 I have no doubt that this young group of players 
will start to see the results and all the hard work put 
in will have been well worth it. I look forward to 
following this team’s progress in the years to come. I 
have no doubt we will see many of them playing for 
the White Caps.

Ryan Anderson
Coach

Liam Elkington swings beautifully through the line of the ball, as the 
square leg umpire lookes on



SP
O

R
T

The Pretorian 245

It was an absolute pleasure to see the excitement on 
the faces of the players, some of them playing cricket 
for the first time. The improvement from Term 1 to 
Term 4 was lovely to see and the boys could hold 
their heads high. It will be exciting to see their 
growth in the years to come.

Wisani Mushwana
Coach

Cricket U14B
2021 brought with it uncertain times due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic and put a complete stop to 
all school sports. The Form I year was a huge 
stepping stone in terms of development, growth and 
experience which prepared the boys for High School 
sport.

When it came to cricket for the Form Is, the loss 
of school sport in the year prior was evident in the 
boys’ discipline and technical abilities in the code 
of cricket. With that being said the first few games 
of Term 1 were about figuring out the strengths 
and weaknesses of the team. Safe to say, we had an 
extremely strong bowling attack.

Term 1 started with two difficult games against 
KES and Affies who are known to be two of the best 
cricketing schools in the country. Unfortunately the 
team lost both games but throughout the term the 
boys kept on improving, developing, and growing in 
terms of their understanding of the game and their 
technical abilities. Three players were promoted to 

the A team, based on their individual performances. 
Finally, at the end of Term 1, the team managed to 
grab a much-deserved win against Noordheuwel by 
displaying a master class performance with bat and 
ball.

Term 4 was a bit of a struggle caused by losing 
one or two players to different codes of sport. The 
team had a difficult start to the season, having 
fixtures against two very strong cricketing schools, 
Affies and Jeppe. They managed to shake off the rust 
after these two games and pulled off a convincing 
win against a strong St John’s XI.

All in all, the two seasons were a tough 
introduction to High School cricket for the boys, 
but the immense heart and improvement that was 
portrayed by the team was a true reflection of what 
Boys High cricket is all about.

Nic Pio
Coach

Cricket U14C
The team had an eventful run of games but we were 
unfortunately not able to pick up a victory during 
the year. That does not mean we did not have any 
positives come out of this year.

I witnessed a great deal of growth in terms of the 
players' skill levels and just their general attitude 
towards the game. It was nice to see some of our 
players being promoted to the B team as we know 
that is easier said than done.

In a few games, we saw just how strong the U14 age 
group is at bowling and this was proven by some great 
bowling performances by both the team and individual 
players. There is still room for improvement especially 
in the batting department but there are great signs of 
good things to come from this age group.

Jaryd van Straaten
Coach 

Cricket U14D

1.  Acelan Pruss lines up a drive on Hofmeyr Oval
2.  David Diemont keeps his eyes on the ball, as it is thrown in to him 

(against Affies)

1.

2.
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Cross Country
Even the mighty sport of cross country did not make 
it through the year unscathed but we did have a few 
lucky breaks. We started with just under 200 Form 
Is being introduced to what Boys High is all about 
at the Form I Race. Then we rounded off the year 
with the Inter-House Cross Country, which I believe 
was the highlight of the school’s somewhat revised 
calendar.

The Form I race introduced us to some exciting 
newcomers: Ciano Titus (Form I Champion), 
Vincent Makhari, Bokgoni Mampuru and Banele 
Mashaba. All four won medals in the Inter-House 
Cross Country at the end of the year. It’s a good sign 
when all the top four in the Form I Race are still 
the top dogs almost a year later. It means that they 
weren’t just big for their age.

The boys had plenty of athletics to keep them busy 
until Term 2 while regulations capped our numbers. 
Then we managed to host an enjoyable inter-schools 
relay and the Street Mile, but for the most part we 
needed to find inconspicuous venues so that the 
races continued with or without us. In the end, we 
had done enough for Calym Greer to qualify for Full 
Colours. (Incidentally, he also finished 2nd in his age 
group at the National Duathlon Championships in 
Port Elizabeth.)

The year uncovered a few other little gems: Hiro 
Keet (the winner of the Progress Trophy) surprised 
everyone with his performance at the Inter-House 
Cross Country and Damian Cloete (the winner of 
the Dedication Trophy) beanstalked and sped up. 
Josua Botha and Ethan Rademeyer are another two 
finds about whom I am excited. Manfred Spiwak 
remains a plucky die-hard cross country boy and 
Liam Housdon has got his tail up. Liam’s parents 
tell me that all he thinks about is blazing some trails 
at Wolwespruit. I’ve really appreciated the energy 
and self-discipline of these boys.

What excites Coach Buys the most is a PB. There 
were many of those on the track. Joel Donkin’s 
3000m comes to mind as does Eduard Van Driel’s 

PB for the 1500m Steeplechase, which was also as 
school record.

Eduard also led the junior School House team to 
victory at the Inter-House Cross Country. The School 
House boys and Mr Oldnall deserve praise for their 
inter-house preparation. Their voluntary house 
runs throughout the year which were monitored on 
Strava, was a game-changer. They didn’t just win 
the junior and senior inter-house, they smashed the 
other houses. I have no doubt that it is due to their 
enterprising solutions.

I am always sad to say farewell to our matrics. 
We do so, among others, to Reece Wenhold 
(captain), Byron Andrew (vice-captain) and Qhawe 
Magwevana. Reece is one of our success stories. 
He never was a cross country runner until Nathan 
Gauld convinced him to come to the Sabie camp one 
year. From there he took off on his own and I always 
liked that he didn’t take up anyone’s effort. Instead 
he energised and encouraged others with his gentle 
nature and example. I always think of Byron as a 
tough farm boy. He once told me he would run 8km 
from home into Tzaneen just to buy a cold drink and 
then run 8km back. I am grateful that a sportsman 
like him, who’s good enough to be in the first team 
for at least three other sports, chose cross country. 
Qhawe was another of our matrics whose good 
cheer and enthusiasm brought a liveliness to the 
team. These “good okes” will be missed. 

I would like to thank Iven Moorhouse and Dieter 
Reynecke for always assisting with electronic 
timing, and Phobians for the refreshments they 
donate annually. I am also grateful for the Run-a-
Way Sport vouchers that Phobians and Run-a-Way 
Sport generously contribute. I would like to thank 
Johan Buys who assisted with coaching and setting 
up routes. It is such a pleasure to have the support of 
someone like Coach Buys going the extra mile. 

Lincoln Keeton
Master in Charge
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Seated L–R: Mr L Keeton (MIC), C Greer, B Andrew (Vice Captain), R Wenhold (Captain), Q Magwevana, K Lepota, Mr CJ Buys 
First Row L–R: L Housdon, A Bapela, M Spiwak, C Olivier, V Schutte, J Donkin

Second Row L–R: D Cloete, J Minter, E Booyens, M Paxton 

1.  Liam Housdon and Banele Mashaba approach the finish line 
without even having broken a sweat

2.  Reagile Langa, David Baxter, Joel Donkin and Damian Cloete 
fighting it out for the medal positions at the Inter-House run during 
Jacaranda season

3.  The Solomon House contingent itching to get started in the Inter-
House cross-country race.

4.  Bokgoni Mampuru has his eyes on the prize and lines up Luke 
Johnson for an epic finish

1. 2.

3. 4.
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Cross Country
Cross Country Results

Form I Race
1. Ciano Titus (Sunnyside)
2. Vincent Makhari (Matheson)
3. Bokgoni Mampuru (Abernethy)
4. Banele Mashaba (Rissik)

Jo’burg League 4 x 2 km Relay Race
Juniors (3rd)  Seniors (5th) 
Eduard Van Driel Calym Greer 
Vincent Makhari Byron Andrew
Ciano Titus Reece Wenhold
Ethan Rademeyer Charl Olivier

Second Jo’burg League Race
Juniors (8th)  Seniors (6th) 
8. E Van Driel 9. C Greer 
20. J Botha 15. B Andrew
  17. R Wenhold
  38. J Donkin

Second Pretoria League Race
Juniors (6th)  Seniors (11th) 
33. V Makhari 15. C Greer 
38. E Van Driel 83. M Spiwak
47. C Titus 84. L Housdon
51. B Mashaba

Third Pretoria League Race
Juniors(9th)  Seniors (11th) 
39. V Makhari 13. C Greer
57. J Botha 100. L Housdon
62. B Mampuru 107. C Olivier
71. H Keet  108. M Spiwak

Street Mile
Junior  Senior 
1. E Van Driel 1. C Greer
2. C Titus  2. J Donkin
3. H Keet  3. M Spiwak
4. E Rademeyer 4. L Housdon

AGN Championships
Under 14 Under 15
16. Vincent Makhari 26. Eduard Van Driel
23. Josua Botha
Under 16 Under 17
31. Liam Housdon 34. Manfred Spiwak
Under 19
11. Calym Greer 27. Charl Olivier

Inter-House
Under 14 Under 15
1. Bokgoni Mampuru1. Eduard Van Driel
2. Banele Mashaba 2. Vincent Makhari
3. Ciano Titus 3. Hiro Keet
Under 16 Under 17
1. David Baxter 1. Liam Elkington
2. Luke Johnson 2. Owethu Mahan
3. Joel Donkin 3. Vhugala Mandiwana
Under 19 Overall
1. Byron Andrew 1. Byron Andrew
2. Liam Lloyd 2. Eduard Van Driel
3. Themba Ndimande 3. Vincent Makhari
Junior winners: Senior winners:
School House School House

Awards 2021
New Full Colours Award
Calym Greer

Spirit Trophy Dedication Trophy
Charl Olivier Damian Cloete 

Crock Cup  Progress Trophys
Eric Booyens  Hiro Keet

Sunnyside House in the thick of it at the start of the Inter-House Cross Country
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Make today matter

Your success matters.

#ChooseUP

Imagine what your 
future can be if you 
#ChooseUP.

Applications at the University of Pretoria open on 
1 May and the first closing date is 31 July 2021.

Our degrees are internationally recognised.

Our alumni are highly sought after.

We have support programmes to assist our 
students to succeed.

We help to prepare you for the world of work. 
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Fencing
This was not the year we expected. Covid-19 was 
again a major blow to our boys and the fencing 
community. Tournament and fixture cancellation 
leaves us with very little to report apart from the 
vigorous training sessions we had in anticipation of 
match day.

I must commend the boys for keeping their 
hopes high throughout the year and the dedication 
of our coach, Andrei. Andrei made sure that every 
Thursday afternoon Hendry quad was a buzz of 
fencing matches between our boys. 

I would like to thank our “fencing parents” 
for all they do behind the scenes and their active 
involvement in supporting fencing. Of particular 
mention is Mr Visser who made sure that we have 
access to fencing facilities beyond the school.

It is sad that we have to bid farewell to three of 
our fencers, James Plant (captain); Sandile Mvakhali 

(vice-captain) and Sam Young. It has been a pleasure 
to work with these boys since Form I and seeing 
them mature at Boys High and in fencing, was a 
privilege. It is unfortunate that we could not award 
Colours this year. It would have been a different 
case had we not been disrupted by the pandemic. 
I wish them all the best in their future endeavours 
and hope they continue to hold the Boys High flag 
very high in all aspects of their lives.

I would like to congratulate Jason Visser for being 
nominated captain for 2022. Jason has played a very 
active role in fencing since Form I, winning many 
awards, trophies and receiving Honours. I have no 
doubt he will be able to take over from James Plant 
and take fencing at Boys High even further. 

Nicholas Zambara
Master in Charge

Practice session. From front to back (L–R):Gianpaulo Alvares, Ntokozo Sibeko, Benjamin Malan, Nathanial Fekadu, Andile Rakoma
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Seated L–R: J Visser, M Mvakali (Vice Captain), Mr N Zambara (MIC), J Plant (Captain), N Pieterse, T Mabule
First Row L–R: H Strydom, A Rakoma, N Fekadu, J Bouwer

Second Row L–R: B Malan, C Loubser, J Pinetown, Y Naidoo

1.  Jason Visser achieved 
gold (second from left) 
in U20 Epee

2.  Gianpaulo Alvares 
achieved gold (on 
right) in U15 Epee

3.  Action in the U20 
semi-final3.

2.1.
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What a year 2021 was. Due to the current global 
situation there was limited inter-school competition 
and this was no different for our “socially distant” 
sport. Unfortunately most of our annual Pretoria-
based tournaments were suspended and left us 
with very little golf at the start of the year. We 
were fortunate enough to be granted permission 
to play at the Woodlands Junior Masters at Royal 
Johannesburg and Kensington. We were represented 
by six of our golfers: Hilton Bailey, Devon Joyce, 
Bernhard Koster, Jack Stewart, Ross Campbell and 
Joshua Liebenberg. Our team played well on the 
first two days but unfortunately, on the last day, 
we lost one of our key players due to him being a 
close contact. The boys rallied well on the final day 
and we finished fifth over all. A great effort from a 
relatively young team!

Term 3 started with the Pretoria League 
scheduling fixtures as the Covid numbers had 
dropped. Unfortunately this coincided with the 
start of Prelims and meant that our matrics were 
preoccupied. What didn’t count in our favour was 
that three of our top golfers left the school to take up 
home schooling so they could focus more on golf. We 
wish them well on their journey. Due to many close 
contacts and matrics 
writing Prelims, the 
Pretoria League was 
deemed “friendly 
matches” only and 
there would be no 
result. Ultimately, 
very few schools were 
able to field teams 
and the League was 
scrapped.

In Term 4 we were 
allowed inter-school 
sports again and 
we started with the 
Johannesburg League. 
Our 3rd and 4th Teams 
play in this league 
and we were able 
to get one game in. 
There are four more 
matches scheduled for 
January and February 
next year and we look 
forward to seeing 
those results.

The interest in 
golf at PBHS keeps 
growing and my 

dream is for golf to be a fulltime sport at the school. 
Due to the quality education we offer at PBHS, we 
still have many great golfers coming to the school 
and playing golf. We hope that 2022 will bring more 
talent to boost our golf results and keep our teams 
competitive against the golf giants, Affies.

I want to thank all the golfers for their awesome 
attitudes and for always being willing to play when 
needed. Keep working hard at your game and never 
forget that you are your biggest competitor. I wish 
to say a special thank you to Hilton Bailey. From the 
time we had our chat at the arrivals terminal in your 
Form I year, I knew golf would be special to you. 
Thank you for always being happy and willing to 
laugh, even if it was at yourself. Wherever life may 
take you, never change who you are – maybe just 
learn to hit a driver!

I trust that 2022 will bring much more success 
and I believe that tours and tournaments will be 
accessible again. Golf remains a sport that helps 
build relationships and do business and should be 
something we always enjoy. 

Glen Botha
Master in Charge

Golf

Seated L–R: H Bailey (Captain), Mr G Botha (MIC), D Joyce 
First Row: R Campbell, J Stewart
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Director’s Report
I will never forget chatting to the 2020 1st Team after 
the heartache and disappointment of the Covid-19 
pandemic that took away so much. The direction 
of my talk that day was that of disappointment. 
Something they had worked so hard for, was just 
taken away. I remember clearly saying to the Form 
IVs, “Don’t worry, you still have your matric year in 
2021!” – only for them to have to face the struggles 
that were again thrown at them in 2021.

It was a privilege to welcome our new 1st Team 
coaches for the next few years: Mr Chris Oldnall 
(Head Coach) and Mr Jacques Klopper (Assistant 
Coach). Mr Oldnall, an Old Boy and former Red Sox 
player and former SA Schools hockey player, along 
with Mr Klopper, a new staff member and former 
provincial men’s hockey player, would both bring 
huge value to the 1st Team set up. They would create 
an environment from which our 1st Team players 
would most definitely benefit. 

At the start of each year there is huge excitement 
and anticipation for the new season that lies 
ahead and the 2021 season was one that the whole 
PBHS community could not wait for considering 
everything that had happened as a result of the 
pandemic.

The season and the fixture list that lay in 
wait was, without doubt, the greatest and most 
competitive schoolboy fixture one could ask for: the 
greatest schoolboy hockey festivals to attend; winter 
exchanges; home derby days along with provincial 
representation and national representation and, 
most importantly, watching the school play sport 
week in and week out.

One of the greatest strengths at PBHS is the hockey 
staff that plays such an important role in preparing 
all teams at all levels for the season that lies ahead – 
and the 2021 pre-season was no different. 

Every team from the 1st Team all the way down to 
the U14Fs prepared exceptionally well for the new 
season. Long school days, hot summer afternoons, 
doubling up with summer sports and trying to 
manage the days was a skill that both staff and boys 
tried to perfect.

The 1st Team was, without doubt, physically 
well conditioned and extremely fit thanks to the 
Head Coach and Director of Hockey’s philosophy 
regarding fitness levels. 

Unfortunately the Pretoria Cup that made its 
debut in 2020 in the Northern’s Schools hockey 
calendar had to be cancelled due to Covid-19 and 
various lockdown restrictions.

The 1st Team was fortunate to gain entry into 

the Northern’s Senior Pre-Season Cup that gave it 
an opportunity to test itself against senior men’s 
opposition that would stand it in good stead for the 
season ahead.

It was really special to host the annual Old Boys 
hockey fixture at the end of Term 1 just before school 
closed. This was the second staging of this awesome 
day of hockey. A very special morning of hockey 
was held which saw the 1st, 2nd and U16A teams face 
some serious competition against some of the best 
Old Boys that were available for selection. Long may 
this tradition continue. 

Our annual hockey camp was held at the end of 
the March holidays and all 1st, 2nd, U16A, U16B, U14A 
and U14B players were invited to attend the three-
day camp which consisted of various skill sessions, 
video sessions and a very heavy fitness component – 
an integral part of making sure all these teams were 
ready to play.

The first official fixture was against one of our 
oldest rivals, Jeppe, but the day before the fixture the 
worst possible news broke. It would not take place 
due to Covid and we would have to wait another 
three months until we were allowed back onto “the 
fields of gold” we all loved so much.

Boys High boys are special and no other school 
will ever come close to the passion and love our boys 
have for this great school. Their commitment, passion 
and never-say-die attitude cannot be doubted. They 
never ever gave up hope. They believed we would 
play again. When the opportunity came around 
again, we were ready.

The “big” boys’ schools: PBHS, Affies, KES, 
Jeppe and Parktown introduced a return to 
play “Headmasters’ Festivals” which gave an 
opportunity for the U14A, U16A, U16B, 2nd and 
1st teams to play in these festivals in anticipation 
of the first official fixture. A five-week rugby/
hockey season was created that would see us 
test ourselves against closest rivals KES, Jeppe, 
Parktown and Affies. More detail on specific 
teams’ performances and team statistics will be 
given in the individual reports written by the 
respective coaches of all teams.

A huge thank you to all hockey staff and the 
PBHS community for your continued support to 
PBHS hockey and to PBHS sport in general.

We cannot wait for what we hope will be a more 
normal 2022.

Ryan Anderson
Hockey Director 
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Hockey

1st Hockey Team

Seated L–R: N du Plooy, C Jardim, C Stephen (Captain), Mr C Oldnall (Coach), J Stoltz (Vice Captain), T Chirozvi, M Booysen 
First Row L–R: J Sinclair, D Dirkse van Schalkwyk, C van Rooyen, D Diemont, C Steyn, R Jordaan

Second Row L–R: Mr J Klopper (Assistant Coach), L Elkington, K Trollip, R Labuschagne, Mr R Anderson (Director)

Hockey 1st Team
At the end of Term 3 2020, the 1st Team hockey 
squad met and discussed how it wanted to use 
the examination period and December holiday to 
prepare for the 2021 season. The team discussed its 
goals and the culture it wanted to create to assist it 
in achieving these. The boys ran 10kms four times 
a week (for the duration of the examinations and 
holiday). They also completed a strength-training 
programme to complement their base training. 

It was no surprise when we returned from the 
holiday, that the boys were all comfortably running 
10kms in 50 minutes and running two “double 
doggies” in sub-four minutes. We spent a fair 
amount of time discussing nutrition and helped the 
boys make the correct choices when it came to what 
they needed to eat and drink to perform. The self-
discipline displayed by the boys was encouraging 
and it was great bumping into boys at break because 
they were often found consuming apples, Provitas 
and sugar- and salt-free peanut butter. As far as 
conditioning is concerned, the boys were in show-
room condition and frothing for their first fixture. 

The intensity with which the boys practised was 
largely due to the leadership of Callen Stephen and 
Jethro Stoltz. Each training session was competitive 
and physical which aligned with how we wanted 

to play the game. The build-up to the season went 
according to plan; we were one of the fittest teams 
in the country. 

Unfortunately the season came to a grinding halt 
in March and we were able to play our first official 
fixture only in July. We were not the team we were at 
the start of the year. However, we did win four of our 
five fixtures. We learnt a valuable lesson when Jeppe 
obliterated us 9–1. After the boys were humbled by 
Jeppe, they came back to beat Affies comfortably 
and conclude the season with a win. 

Thank you, Mr Anderson, for your continuous 
support and for taking care of many matters 
behind the scenes. Thank you, Mr Klopper, for 
your assistance this year. It was a privilege to 
work with you. Your calm demeanour was greatly 
appreciated. To the matric boys, I hope you continue 
to play hockey after school and use what you have 
learnt on and off the field as you embark on your 
life journey. To all the members of the squad who 
remain, I hope you are ready for the responsibility 
and privilege of taking Boys High hockey to new 
heights in 2022.

Chris Oldnall
Coach 
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Hockey 2nd Team
The 2021 hockey season was one that was 
particularly successful in terms of actually getting 
some matches in. It seemed to be doomed with the 
sudden change in lockdown levels as Covid reared 
its ugly head again. Fortunately we were able to 
establish a short season with some of our traditional 
Gauteng rival schools later in the year. We managed 
an Old Boys pre-season match, a mini-tournament 
of four matches to get the season underway, and five 
full matches.

While commitment was far from lacking, the 
players just couldn’t finish and get the ball into the 
back of the net when they had the opportunities 
to do so. I have no doubt that with a bit more 
confidence, discipline, patience and a full season, 
this team would have proved how good they 
really were.

What a team of boys! They were keen, enthusiastic, 
had some great ball skills and vision, and could 
play good “Boys High” hockey as a team. Without 
tweaking too much, we managed to put some plans 
into place and got our season going – eventually. The 

boys played some attractive hockey, and although 
the results weren’t always what we wanted, the 
brand of hockey we were playing was fast-paced and 
kept the ball doing all the work – most of the time. I 
believe that if the season had been a traditional one, 
the boys would have come into their own and been 
a force to be reckoned with.

This team showed a lot of character throughout 
the season and always played hard, fair hockey. I am 
sure that those who are here next year will push for 
places in the 1st Team, and those that are moving on 
will contribute to whatever hockey club they play 
for in the coming years.
Captain: Frans Marx
Regular Players: Kian Cronje, Khanimamba 
Hlungwani, Leroi de Wet, Alex Horak, Pieter 
Pretorius, Kgothatso Tladi, Hlungwane Ringane, 
Scott Allen, Olerato Thabethe, Lesedi Mokobaki, 
Kgosi Kgaladi, Reaorate Modisane, Dewald Griesel.

Dion Wright
Coach

1.  1st XI Hockey in the final match of the 2021 season away at Affies.
2. Nicholas Du Plooy on the attack for the 1st Hockey Team

3.  Luc Davel distributing the ball for the U16A Hockey Team against KES
4.  Daniel Manley very composed on the ball against Jeppe

1. 2.

3. 4.
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Hockey
Hockey 3rd Team
This team had a short and memorable season filled 
with triumph and victory. Undefeated in all their 
games with a positive goal difference of 22, the boys 
made sure that they played their hearts out in every 
game. The team had the “Wild Dog” mentality when 
it came to their offence – always making sure that 
they attack as a unit. Every player in the team gave 
a 100% for the good of the team. Each player knew 
his role in the team and executed it with excellence. 
A special mention must go to the captain, Chearn 
Manus and vice-captain, Babalo Raphela who led by 
example. They empowered the rest of the team to 
take responsibility for one another and ensure that 
each player could succeed in his respective position 
in the team. The defence was an impenetrable 
unit that consisted of Nathan Moolman, Barend 
Steenekamp, Ross Gillesen, Ofentse Sekano, Babalo 
Raphela and trusted goalkeeper, Keegan Mckenna. 
The midfield was the heart and core of the team. 
They ensured the strong link between our defenders 
and forwards. Special mention must go to Jacques 
Malan, Alexander Landsman, Ookame Loate, 

Oluhle Sibaya and Chearn Manus for giving their 
all and linking up play. Up front, leading the attack, 
were Dylan van Malsen, Boitumelo Monaledi and 
Joshua Fouche. 

This was a special team, not because they were 
the most talented boys, but because they had the 
most heart. Amid all the challenges they faced in 
2021, they chose to rise above and make the most 
of every opportunity provided to them. Memories 
were created, bonds were formed, and a family was 
forged within this team; from singing the school 
song together after beating Jeppe, to beating Affies 
in the last game on the Astro Hill one thing stood out 
– these boys played their hearts out and represented 
their school in the best way. They also had fun doing 
it all. I wish all the boys the best in the future and 
hope they take hockey as far as they can. This team 
is made up of exemplary gentlemen that all have a 
bright future in whatever they pursue.

Simphiwe Petros and Henno Pretorius
Coaches

Hockey 4th and 5th Teams 
The 2021 season was an odd one as we had a very 
long pre-season and then a very trying time with 
Covid interrupting our season. The loss of many 
matrics due to trial exams did not help. In the 
end, we managed to get three games in, losing 
1–2 to Affies in the last minute. Then we beat 
KES 1–0 the following week and then won the 

reverse fixture against Affies 2–1 to cap off the 
season. It was great fun working with the players 
and I thank them for a thoroughly enjoyable 
experience. 

Bonga Chepkonga and Wisani Mushwana
Coaches

1.  Jason Sinclair on the 
attack against KES 
for the 1st Hockey 
Team

2.  Dawid Diamondt, 
Robert Jordaan, 
Liam Elkington, 
Ross Labuschagne 
and Callen Stephen 
preparing to set up 
a penalty corner 
defence team against 
KES

3.  Keegan Trollip 
controlling the 
midfield against KES 
for the 1st Hockey 
Team

4.  Robert Hassenkamp 
on the ball against 
Parktown Boys High 
School in the return 
to play Headmasters’ 
Festivals with Luc 
Davel in support

1. 2.

3. 4.
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Hockey U16A
As the coach I am proud of the team, their devotion 
and attitude throughout the season. They stayed 
committed to all their hockey obligations (practices, 
gym sessions, meetings), even when there were no 
school matches being played due to Covid. It was 
very good to see that the players in the team would 
motivate one another constantly on and off the field. 

The season started with the team being “rusty”. 
This was natural after not playing for a while. 
However, the boys grew astonishingly quickly 
through the short season and in the end lost only 
one match. This being said, it wasn’t all smooth 
sailing. There were a few close calls and some heated 
moments against opponents. Having both coaches 
absent for a part of the season due to Covid, caused 
a bit of unease and slowed down the momentum. 
All in all, we managed well and it turned out to be a 
great season with a great team. 

We started off our short season with a “Return to 
hockey weekend” which included schools such as 
Jeppe, Affies, KES and Boys High. We played short 
25-minute straight games in which Boys High drew 
to Affies and to Jeppe. We beat KES 2–0 and Parktown 
2–0. In a fixture against Parktown, the team came 
away with a 4–0 victory. This was a great game where 
we gave our all, but there was still loads of room for 
improvement. Our next game was against KES which 
we lost 1–0. We failed to follow the game plan and do 
what we did in practices. Our next fixture was against 
Jeppe at home. From the start, the spectators could 
see that we wanted it more than the other team and 
the boys played perfect hockey and came out of this 
game with a 2–1 victory. This was by far the highlight 
of the season. The last fixture was against Northcliff 
which we won comfortably, 7–0.

Although the season was short, it was still the 
best part of the year.
1. Stewart Pringle (GK) – He is a solid, sound 

goalkeeper who never missed a practice. He 
grew enormously and must carry on growing. 
No doubt he will become a great goalkeeper. 

2. Hashil Lakha – A confident and solid wall at the 
back, Hashil kept his head in pressure moments, 
listened well and one couldn’t fault him much 
throughout the season. 

3. Jasper Mare – A solid sweeper who never got 
angry or lost his head. Jasper kept things simple 
and worked hard. 

4. Robert Hassenkamp – The "wing back”, Robbie 
was a superb outside half and a threat to the team 
down the line – even getting into the opposition’s 
D a few times. He was always a positive and 
happy player. 

5. Luc Davel – Luc grew in confidence and 

strength quickly and became an outstanding 
player that hardly ever lost the ball. He has a 
lot of potential. 

6. Micah Sonn – A quick and strong player that 
backed himself, Micah works hard, always 
making himself an option in the midfield. He’s 
hard on himself and pushes other players to be 
better.

7. Ruard Booysen – He has a great “hockey mind”, 
understands space and opens up the midfield 
well with his ability to pick out gaps from 
anywhere. 

8. David Baxter – A great hockey player that works 
hard and can make a scoring opportunity out 
of anything. He was a key player when going 
forward in the team. 

9. Jack Stewart – He is a good, clever hockey player 
that listens well and gets into the right positions 
all the time.

10. Mike Robertson (C) – Captain Fantastic, Mike 
is a mature player that led by example by being 
strong and working hard, on and off the field. He 
played a key role in communicating well to get 
the team’s structure and positioning right in the 
press and upfront. 

11. Daniel Manley – He is a confident and loud 
player that backs himself which is needed in a 
team. Daniel is a great finisher who often found 
himself scoring. 

12. Marco Upton – He is extremely versatile and was 
able to play wherever he was asked to. 

13. Johannes Hugo – He is a quick, nippy player 
who puts himself in the way defensively and in 
the right places in the D to finish and pick up any 
scraps. 

14. Likho Dube – Likho came into the team a little 
later and did a fantastic job. He runs hard and 
puts a lot of pressure and threat in the attacking 
third. He has a lot of potential. 

Jason Coombes and Peter Franken 
Coaches

Luc Davel attempting to make a tackle against KES in the U16A 
hockey fixture
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Hockey
Hockey U16B
The hockey season started with enthusiasm and 
hope in March, only to have all sport cancelled a 
week after it had started. In the end, the boys would 
experience an intensive four-week winter sport 
programme in which the young boys of the U16B 
team excelled. The week prior to the start of the 
season, a number of schools got together to play 
20-minute warm-up matches. At the end of the day, 
the team realised they had their work cut out for 
them, if they were to improve on the results of the 
day. There was no single individual that stood out 
but rather a team effort was able to end the season 
on a high note.

The first match against Parktown U15A saw a 
relatively rusty and somewhat disorganised start to 
the season. The team went down 3–1 in a poor start. 
They, however, rallied quickly, beating KES 1–0. They 
grew into a well-functioning team, despite the number 
of players who missed out as a result of Covid. They 
adapted quickly to their different positions and 
despite what was thrown at them, played excellent 
hockey. Against a very strong Jeppe U15A team they 
were able to draw. The team scored the equaliser off 
a short corner after time. The team then dominated in 
the match against Northcliff U15A, winning 3–1. The 
match which ultimately displayed their true character, 
was their final match against their rivals across the 
railway line, Affies. Unfortunately, through their 
slowness to respond to the situation and a degree of 
misguided arrogance, they found themselves down 
0–2 in the first ten minutes. They fought back with 
sheer determination to score three unanswered goals, 

winning the match 3–2 and ending the season with a 
character-building victory.

As a coach, it is important to see improvement, 
to see that the boys have bought into what a coach 
expects and what he believes is the best possible 
outcome for the team. Looking back at the initial 
four results of the festival, I was proud to see how 
the boys had improved as players but also how 
they had grown into their roles and supported 
each other as a team. To turn around three out of 
the four initial results in a positive way, was all any 
coach could ask for from a team. Thanks must go to 
Nic Pio for his contribution in building the morale 
and abilities of an outstanding bunch of boys into a 
great hockey team.

Andrew de Kock
Coach

PBHS vs RESULT SCORE
Return to play Headmasters’ Festival
Parktown	 Drew	 2–2
KES	 Lost	 1–0
Jeppe	 Lost	 2–1
AHS	 Drew	 2–2
Season
Parktown	 Lost	 3–1
KES	 Won	 1–0
Jeppe	 Drew	 1–1
Northcliff	 Won		 3–1
AHS	 Won	 3–2

D
av

id
 B

ax
te

r o
n 

th
e a

tta
ck

 a
ga

in
st

 K
ES

 in
 th

e U
16

A 
H

oc
ke

y 
fix

tu
re

 w
ith

 M
ica

h 
So

nn
 in

 su
pp

or
t



SP
O

R
T

The Pretorian 259

Hockey U16C
Broden Exter – Broden had a good season playing at 
the back. He controlled the game and set the tempo. 
He captained the side to an unbeaten season. He has 
the potential to make it far with slightly more effort. 

Gerhard van Zyl – Gerhard was quiet but always got 
the job done. He was hardworking and always gave 
his best to the team. I wish him the best for the future.

Ethan Butler – Ethan was committed to the team. 
He was a physical defender who made his presence 
felt on match day. He always got the job done and 
gave his best. 

Kabelo Motsoaledi – Kabelo was a solid defender 
at the back. He was able to play all positions. He 
always gave 100% at practice and on match day.

Neil Ehlers – Neil at centre-back was crucial to the 
season with good ball-speed, an eye for the game and 
a good understanding of it. With a few tweaks to his 
game, he has the potential to play in higher teams.

Ross Campbell – Ross was quiet but worked hard 
and always gave his best. He has good ball skills and 
understands the game. He is liked by his teammates 
and was a joy to coach.

Rein Arndt – Rein coming down from Bs was 
a bonus. He controlled the mid-field with good 
technical skills and a good understanding of the 
game. I have no doubt that with age he will play in 
the higher teams.

Akhil Joshi – Akhil was a key part of the team. 
He was committed and enjoyed the social side of 
game but was serious when he needed to be. If he 
recognises his potential with a bit more fitness, he 
has the potential to do well. 

Joel Donkin – Joel brought the technical skills to 
the team. He always enjoyed a one-on-one situation 
where he could express himself. Joel has the know-
how and ability to make it far, but needs to apply 
himself more.

Dain Roxton-Wiggil – Dain was a committed and 
experienced member of the team and never shied 
away from expressing his opinion on the field. Dain 
has the potential to be a very good hockey player 
but he just needs to focus on his own game more 
than on that of others.

Aleks Sik – Aleks was always keen to improve 
and learn. He was committed and always tried his 
best. His eagerness for the game at times hindered 
his listening skills, but nonetheless he was a joy to 
coach.

Gareth Aird – Gareth always gave 100%, even when 
he was injured. He was ready to play for the team. 
If he was as committed to hockey as he is to gym, he 
could become a very good hockey player. He was a 
joy to coach. 

Edmund Upton – Knowing Edmund from club 
hockey, I recognised his potential. He has a keen eye 
for the game, good technical skills, and a powerful 
shot. I am confident he will play for higher teams in 
the future.

Owen Stolle – Owen was a quiet, solid rock at the 
back. It took a special shot to get past the number 1. 
I wish him the best for the future.

Luke Mallon
Coach

Callum Steyn controlling possession of the ball against Affies in the 
final match of the 2021 hockey season

Robert Jordaan winning the ball against Affies in the final fixture of the 
2021 hockey season 
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Hockey

This season was filled with uncertainties. However, 
the U16D team stayed strong and consistent 
throughout the season showing great skills, 
sportsmanship, and doing extremely hard work. 
The season was cut quite short which meant the 
boys only played a fraction of the games but that 
did not stop them from practicing and playing to 
the best of their ability. I am very proud of how they 
improved throughout the season and that definitely 
showed in the match results. They played only 5 
games this season, winning three, drawing one and 
losing one with a total of eight goals for us and only 
three against us. 

I am truly grateful that I was given the opportunity 
to coach such an exceptional group of young and 
talented hockey players who I know are going to 
improve the game of hockey and continue to make 
Pretoria Boys proud through their endeavours. 

Caid Jacobsz
Coach

Hockey U16D 

Hockey U16E
The U16Es really proved their commitment to 
hockey during the season even though it was tough 
with Covid restrictions. The captain, Dirk-David 
Krause, and vice-captain, Lewis Siakham, did a 
great job in motivating the team. The highlights of 
the season for the team included the Jeppe game 
where the U16Es beat them 4–0. The last match 
against Affies saw a major improvement from the 
players as the final score was 2–1, with Boys High 
scoring the winning goal in the last few seconds of 
the game. A huge congratulations goes to the boys 
for their commitment to the sport and to improving 
their skills!

Kirsty Robertson
Coach

Hockey U16F
The 2021 hockey season was one marred by 
disruption and uncertainty. However, despite the 
trying conditions that they faced, the U16F boys 
were outstanding in their approach to both their 
practices and matches. It is with an immense 
amount of pride that I look back on the season 
that was. 

The season kicked off with a very physical 
game against Affies U16Es. Unfortunately, the 
team lost 4–2 but nonetheless showed incredible 
heart and determination with each boy giving 
his utmost for his teammates and the school. 
Following the Affies encounter was a game 
against the KES U15C team. This game proved 
to be highly frustrating as we missed a number 
of opportunities which, if we had converted, 
would’ve seen us win comfortably. However, the 
team gave no excuses post-match, and sought 
to work incredibly hard on their skills during 
practice so as to rectify their mistakes.

Our final game of the season came against 
the self-same Affies team we had encountered 
at the beginning of the season. The boys gave 
everything they had from the very first minute. 
A very tight first few minutes gave way to an 
Affies goal that was answered by a spectacular 
goal from James Hugo, assisted by Yixuan Feng 
and Thabo de Beer. Despite the heroics shown 
by the boys, Affies were victorious by 3 goals 
to our 1.

Week by week, I was consistently blown away 
by the effort the boys put into practice. Often, 
they would volunteer to do extra fitness. In the 
final week of practice they even volunteered to 
practice on one of their off-days. It has been a 
pleasure and a privilege to coach this fine group 
of young men.

Joel Boshoff
Coach

Callen Stephen controlling the ball against Affies in the 1st team  
hockey fixture

Tino Chirozvi looking to win the ball against Affies



SP
O

R
T

The Pretorian 261

Hockey U16F Hockey U14A
The U14 Boys Hockey programme began in March 
with trials followed by a mini-training camp in 
April. This helped to catch up on all the hockey 
that the boys had missed out on due to Covid-19 
lockdown regulations. 

The A and B teams decided to create some 
competition at training and started playing against 
each other. After one contest with the Bs, a handful 
of players was identified as late bloomers in the 
trial process. These were Mwela Mutale, Brighton 
Sibiya, Ben Crewe-Brown and Manqoba Khumalo. 
In exchange, the B team received Roche Pio, Barry 
Vissser and Pieter Lindeboom who later converted 
himself into a goalkeeper which is a clever move 
considering his height and long levers. Roche and 
Barry really impressed, showing good character and 
a willingness to prove their worth by working hard 
in training sessions. Barry also made his way onto 
the indoor court with the PSI Tshwane Titans indoor 
hockey franchise to try and gain some momentum 
in the off-season.

We had to put our progress on halt for another 
Covid break. Coach Roxy Meaker had the boys 
sweating at home by asking them to do different 
activities to keep them going. She even organised 
some cool prizes for the most improved and 
committed over lockdown. I’m proud to say that 
the awards went to Jenson Breetzke and goalkeeper 
Joseph Van Dijk. There was a noticeable difference 
in the boys from the break to the restart. 

Coach Roxy did extremely well to manage the 
team, getting the boys going with sweets at training 
and always finding a way to keep their spirits 
high. The many team talks with sweets led to the 
discovery of who the wittiest members of the team 
were: Mwela Mutale , Eddie van Greunen and 
Heinke Meijer all put their hands up to be crowned 
class clown…but Mwela Mutale came out on top, 

receiving the most votes for Clown of the Season.
Daniel de Villiers, Junior Moilisane, Kabo 

Maluadzi, Pieter Steyn and Heinke Meijer were our 
consistent stand-out performers of the season. JP 
proved to be Mr Reliable with his sound technical 
ability to play anywhere he was needed. 

Despite spending half of his time on the tennis 
court, Reuben Arnaldi gave us a glimpse of his 
deadly striking abilities. Tennis clearly helps with 
hitting a hockey ball as Roche, Stefan and Daniel de 
Villiers could also smash a ball nicely.

Brighton Sibiya improved by leaps and bounds 
throughout the season. His soccer background 
gave him a big tactical advantage over his peers 
as he looked very comfortable creating “give and 
go’s” all the way down the sidelines creating 
numerous chances for his team. This usually 
happened with his partner in crime, Manqoba 
Khumalo, who also showed he was a soccer man 
and he knew where the goals were. Mwela had 
a knack for scoring goals and a calm head in the 
D. He was smart and caught on to what the team 
needed quite quickly, much like captain, Daniel de 
Villiers, a great leader. Jenson is an out-and-out 
team player. His attitude turns whatever he does 
into success. Ben Crew-Brown became a lifeline 
at the back, growing into a solid outside half. If 
he can improve his foot-work, it will change his 
game. I’d recommend dancing, soccer or indoor 
hockey to increase the speed of the feet. Eddie 
van Greunen was definitely the most vocal on the 
field! He was constantly yelling to motivate or 
to tell the players to hurry back and defend. His 
charisma shines through in his interactions with 
the team and coaches. 

Steven Paulo: Main coach
Roxy Meaker: coach and manager

Liam Elkington on the ball against Affies in the 1st team hockey fixture Callen Stephen winning the ball against Affies in the 1st team 
hockey fixture with Robert Jordaan in support
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Hockey U14B
A Covid year is characterised by uncertainty and 
missed opportunities. That is why, when one gets 
the opportunity to participate in a hockey season, 
even a limited one, it is extremely special. 

Our season started with an incredibly talented 
group of boys – so talented in fact, that our three 
forwards and centre link were drafted to the A team 
before our first match against Jeppe. This match 
was unfortunately postponed, but gave us the 
opportunity to rebuild, restructure and find our feet.

Challenges kept coming and the boys handled 
them with maturity and ease. Our goalkeeper 
unfortunately had to leave the school before our 
new shortened season started. Pieter Lindeboom 
stepped up to play, despite never attempting it before 
– a true Boys High boy – and played for both the 
A and B teams. Our captain, Keanu Neveling, was 
injured, and then replaced by Max Bentley. (This 
was an achievement in itself due to his inclination to 
accidentally injure other players and on one occasion, 
even his coach. Coincidentally, his predecessor also 
injured his non-shin pad wearing coach before his 
departure. No one – coach included – will ever leave 
shin pads or gum guards at home again.)

With a limited season, our preparation focused 
on fitness and essential skills. The boys soaked up 
information and were open to instruction. They even 

learnt a half-court-press in one week – something I 
have never seen an U14B side accomplish.

The highlight of our season was playing Jeppe with 
11 men. Due to unforeseen circumstances, as well as a 
split fixture, 11 was all we had. I have never beaten a 
Jeppe side in my time at Boys High, let alone without 
a bench. The event brought me to tears.

A huge part of our success as a team this year 
was the need for proper nutrition, sufficient sleep, 
hydration and fitness, lessons I hope they will carry 
with them in future.

The team played against Affies and lost, but the 
determination of the boys to complete the season 
was so heartwarming that the result was irrelevant.

Connor Botes, Ethan Muffler, Ethan Mitchell, 
Jaedon Venter, Daniel Pretorius, Jovan Coetzee, 
Keanu Neveling, Matt Brussow, Max Bentley, 
Matthew Nash, Oratile (Bolt) Motsoaledi, Phillip 
(Barry) Visser, Pieter Lindeboom, Rikard Nagel, 
Roche Pio, Andy Patsalosavis, Abdul Malik Ebrahim, 
Ben Crewe-Brown, Mwela Mutale, Brighton 
Sibiya and Manqoba Khumalo – thank you all for 
everything! I look forward to seeing your promising 
careers unfold at Boys High!

Jeanne Prinsloo
Coach

Hockey U14C
The 2021 hockey season had a disruptive and 
uncertain start. Nevertheless, the players still 
showed up and gave one another an opportunity to 
play and to practice. For these Form Is, playing their 
first hockey match in their brand new PBHS hockey 
kit, was a significant moment in their high school 
careers. They all stepped out onto their home field 
of Hofmeyr Near and convincingly beat Parktown 
4–1. Having only narrowly lost one match during 
this fast and furious season, some more notable 
wins were against Northcliff High School’s U15A 
team 4–0 (unofficially) in Johannesburg, and beating 
Affies and Jeppe 3–0 and 3–1 respectively. 

On behalf of the players, I would like to thank 
our manager, Miss Viljoen. She has helped the team 
so much during the season and we all appreciate 
her hard work and many contributions. It has been 
an absolute pleasure working alongside you, Miss 
Viljoen. We would also like to extend our thanks and 
appreciation to Mr Anderson. Thank you for your 
guidance, leadership and hard work in organising 
opportunities for the boys to play whenever possible.

Lastly, I would like to thank each member of 
the U14C team. Thank you for showing up to each 

practice and match ready to play your heart out for 
your school and self. Keep it up. Thank you for the 
many laughs and good memories. I wish you all 
luck next year when you are playing in the U16 age 
group. 

Tannah Brown 
Coach
Simoneé Viljoen
Manager

David Baxter playing for the U16A hockey team against Northcliff 
High School
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Hockey U14D

Hockey in 2021 has been a difficult journey for the 
U14D team. The players worked really hard this 
season in which the lockdown has affected them. The 
increase in training sessions really helped. The boys 
from the U14D-E teams were given the opportunity 
to train on the Astro for the first time this year. This 
really impacted the boys in a positive way. It made 
them eager to attend training. 

This is the first year that the lower teams got 
to play matches on an Astro, which was an eye-
opener for them as playing on the Astro is very 
different to playing on grass. It is great to see the 
improvement over a short period of time. The 
boys were determined to do better at each training 
session and it showed at every match. The boys 
ended the season on a high note by winning a 

match against Affies, especially since their first 
match was against Affies and they lost. With all 
the opportunities the boys were given, they took 
full advantage of the extra training sessions during 
the weekends. The one opportunity the boys got is 
that they could watch other Boys High teams play 
which is very important, especially for those that 
have never played hockey before. They need to 
see hockey being played to truly understand what 
should happen on the field, regarding where to 
stand and the rules and how they are applied. The 
boys and parents really appreciated the fact that 
some of the matches were recorded.

Tristan Crawford
Coach

The hockey season started off with much excitement 
after so many months without sport. Practices 
became the highlight of the day and the players 
enjoyed working on new skills. The team started 
working on basic skills at the start of the season and 
it was impressive to see how much they improved. 

Unfortunately, sport was suspended in Term 2 
due to the rise in positive Covid-19 cases. Many of 
the scheduled matches could not take place. The 
boys showed resilience and diligently practised their 
skills at home and a marked improvement could be 
seen on their return in Term 3. 

Boys High players faced their biggest rival, 
Afrikaans Hoër Seunskool, in the first match. Even 
though we suffered a 0–4 loss, it provided the team 
with an opportunity to identify areas in which 
it needed to improve. The players tackled these 
weaknesses during practices following the loss 
and showed their improvement in the next match 
against King Edward VII. Even though the team lost 
0–2, the morale of the players was noticeably better 
as they could see and feel their own improvement. 
Varun Kurup played his heart out in this match and 
had a vital role in all attacks made by Boys High.

The last match of the season was also against 
Afrikaans Hoër Seunskool. The match was played 
on the Astro at Afrikaans Hoër Meisieskool which 
gave rise to much excitement for the boys, as they 
had played only on grass fields up to that time. 
Their performance was the best of the season and 
Kundayi Vuyeqaba and Adesuyi Ademola are to be 
commended on the goal scored during the second 
half of the match. The team lost 1–3, but came off the 
field feeling proud and content about their progress. 

The limited opportunities for practice and 
scheduled matches hampered the team’s progress 
this year. However, there is no doubt that every 
player had fun and that they bonded with one 
another. They are looking forward to next year’s 
season very much when they will be playing in the 
U16 league. We have complete faith that next year 
will be even more rewarding for them. 

Jancke Nell and Nicolene Oelofse
Coaches

Hockey U14E 

1.  Tino Chirozvi on the attack for the 1st Hockey Team against KES
2.  Dawid Diamondt on the attack for the 1st Hockey Team against KES

2.

1.
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Rugby
1st XV Rugby
After the unprecedented Covid-19 disruptions 
of 2020, I am pretty sure not many of us were 
mentally preparing for more of the same during 
2021. Lockdown restrictions were, after all, lowered 
to alert level 1 and nobody could be blamed for 
anticipating some kind of return to normality as we 
waved the year goodbye…forgive the pun.

Early in December 2020, however, it became 
apparent that the country was in the grip of a second 
wave of the pandemic that would, in many ways, be 
even more devastating than the first. Soon, lockdown 
was tightened again to adjusted level 3 and before 
we knew it, the start of the new school year had to be 
delayed by two weeks. It was clear we had not seen 
the end of this virus and that we would be facing yet 
another disrupted rugby season. 

The fact that the country only returned to adjusted 
level 1 again in March, severely limited what could 
be done in terms of pre-season preparation. At this 
stage it was uncertain if we were going to have any 
kind of rugby season in 2021 – but on 23 April, at 
last, there was some good news. Basic Education 
Minister, Angie Motshekga, announced that school 
sports matches, including contact sport, were 
permitted to resume without any spectators. 

It was a glorious return to the field when we got 
to play Hoërskool Rustenburg that weekend at the 
Monument Centenary Festival. The sad fact that 
parents could not support their boys at the venue 
itself was overshadowed by the elation of players 
who simply could not wait to get onto the field and 
just play! The result itself was unfortunately not so 
glorious and it was clear that some aspects of our 
performance needed some urgent attention.

A lot of hard work was done in the lead-up to the 
friendly encounter against Grey High School from 
Port Elizabeth the following weekend. This was 
seen as the ideal opportunity to assess whether we 
had managed to address the defensive errors that 
cost us so dearly against Hoërskool Rustenburg, 
while it would also serve as the ideal preparation 
before playing Jeppe a week later. We were under no 
illusion that our counterparts from the Eastern Cape 
would be formidable opponents and the match itself 
lived up to every expectation. 

It was a fierce battle at a hectic pace and it became 
clear why Grey High School was a regular feature 
in the Top 20 rankings of schoolboy teams in the 
country. We were delighted to see how our players 
stepped up to the plate defensively, and although 
Grey had the majority of possession, our boys 
managed to score a couple of exciting tries. What 
impressed us most, however, was the remarkable 
progress that had been made in just a week. Despite 

the 15–29 defeat, there was a plethora of positives 
to take from the match and we knew that, if we 
could build on these in the week to come, we were 
in with a good chance against a strong Jeppe side the 
following weekend.

The fact that we were actually having a rugby 
season, coupled with the prospect of a more 
traditional fixture against Jeppe High School for 
Boys, almost created the perception that things were 
very slowly starting to return to normal. As usual, the 
week’s preparation was concluded with a captain’s 
run on the Thursday and it was evident that the 
team was in a good mental state for the weekend’s 
clash. But alas, it was not meant to be. On Friday 
morning, news broke that three Boys High boys 
had tested positive for Covid. Due to the fact that all 
three boys played sport, the number of close contacts 
was substantial and there were also concerns about 
potential additional positive cases. In view of these 
factors, the school was forced to postpone the sports 
fixture against Jeppe and it was decided that none of 
our teams would play that Saturday. To compound 
the situation, it was communicated that the following 
weekend’s fixture against King Edward VII had also 
been postponed due to the close contact self-isolation 
period of ten days.

It was yet another intense disappointment that 
our boys had to deal with and, as a coaching staff, we 
really felt for the players. It was utterly frustrating to 
have something taken away that we had worked so 
hard for, but it would soon become evident that our 
situation was merely a microcosm of what was being 
experienced nationally. On 19 May 2021, the Council 
of Education Ministers announced their decision to 
suspend all contact sports in schools with immediate 
effect. It felt as if we were back to square one and it 
made it extremely challenging to manage a group 
of players where the only constant seemed to be the 
uncertainty caused by the pandemic.

Towards the end of June the rollercoaster ride 
continued when the country was moved to adjusted 
level 4. Once again, our training options were 
severely limited and it seemed we were losing all 
the momentum that we had managed to gain ahead 
of the Jeppe fixture. Understandably, it was an 
especially difficult time for the matric boys in our 
squad to whom it seemed as if time was running 
out for any semblance of a rugby season, while their 
preparatory examinations were drawing ever closer. 

On Sunday 1 August, however, a gazette was 
published in which schools were given the green 
light to resume contact and non-contact sports, 
including training and inter-school matches, as well 
as arts and culture activities, still without spectators. 
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In many ways, the timing of the announcement was 
awful, but the desperation to play made us grateful 
even for the crumbs of a proper season, as schools 
were scurrying to put a few fixtures together. 

It soon became clear that KES, Jeppe and Affies 
had been lined up as our opponents in an unexpected 
window of opportunity. As usual, we would end the 
season with three extremely tough encounters. As a 
coaching staff, we knew what a challenge it would be 
to prepare our boys adequately in such a short space 
of time, whilst observing the relevant return-to-play 
protocol, but we were relishing the opportunity to 
get back onto the field to get things going.

It was another sweet moment on 21 August 2021 
when our sports teams could finally get onto buses 
again as we headed across to KES. The excitement 
was palpable and, although focused, the players were 
in high spirits while following the live streaming of 
matches already taking place, on their phones. The 
main match was a high-paced affair with the lead 
changing hands often. In a brave effort, our boys 
gave everything they had, but at critical times, we 
were unfortunately let down by some poor decision-
making. It was heartbreaking when we eventually 
succumbed 24–27 to a KES side we knew we could 
beat, but yet again, there were plenty of positives to 
take from the clash. 

Covid struck again when the Jeppe fixture had to 
be cancelled due to a high number of positive cases 
and close contacts in their ranks. At short notice, 
it was a tall order to find any replacement schools 
still available to play the following Saturday. At 
the eleventh hour, a match was organised against 
Hoërskool Monument who were equally desperate 
for more fixtures as their centenary year was 
drawing to a close. Considering the reputation of 
the Monnas side, this match was also going to be 
a gamble. A couple of injuries to key players could 
have catastrophic consequences in the week leading 
up to the all-important Affies derby, but eventually 
it was felt that the benefits of another gruelling 
encounter outweighed the risk of potential injuries.

The Monnas match was a daunting prospect, but 
there was method in the madness and full credit 
must be given to the players for the way they simply 
bought into the plan. At this point I would like to make 
special mention of our captain courageous, Joshua 
Mitchell who, at all times during a very disrupted 
season, remained a pillar of positive energy while 
always leading by example. As a captain, he will 
be remembered for his no-nonsense approach. He 
simply trusted the coaching philosophies and tactics 
while inspiring those around him to become better 
players. He understood his role as a captain and as 

1st XV Rugby Team

Seated L–R: E Dlulemnyango, K Kurz van der Linde (Vice Captain), Mr W Geldenhuys (Coach), J Mitchell (Captain), Mr E Rust (Coach),  
T Mphela, O Binks 

First Row L–R: J de Jager, L Brown, A Matlou, M Shabangu, J Liebenberg, J Carelse, W Hobson, J Ford 
Second Row L–R: L Mkunqwana, D de Beer, K Kamp, W Roeloffze, J Robinson, F Potgieter

Third Row L–R: W Olivier, C Mc Dermott, L Matsiliza, H van der Merwe, J Josephs, D Condes
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a player perfectly and his unconditional support 
meant the world to the coaches. 

As anticipated, the match against the Wit Bulle 
from Krugersdorp was a tough and uncompromising 
contest. On the scoreboard, we were outplayed, but I 
was exceptionally proud of the way the team never 
stopped fighting while holding their own in some 
very testing circumstances. The encounter ticked all 
the boxes in terms of preparation for Affies and we 
were extremely grateful for the fact that none of our 
players sustained any serious injuries.

The entire week leading up to our traditional 
Affies derby is always special. There is a magical 
buzz of excitement in the air while players prepare 
themselves to push beyond any mental and physical 
boundaries. When school pride is at stake, it is a 
serious matter and it always has the effect of drawing 
the Boys High community even closer. In the 
Candies camp everything went according to plan. 
Analysis of the opposition was done, strategies were 
confirmed and members of the 2017 Candies team 
were even organised to present players with their 
jerseys after the captain’s practice on the Thursday. 

And then the unthinkable happened. Early 
on Thursday morning at school, news started to 
break of some key players in our team who had 
either tested positive for Covid or were identified 
as close contacts. The entire school held its breath 
while we waited for management to make some 
tough decisions. Just before the end of the school 
day, it was confirmed that none of the Open rugby 
teams would play against Affies, but that all other 
scheduled matches would still take place. Bearing 
in mind that about seventy senior rugby players 
had been identified as close contacts, this decision 
was completely understandable, yet heart-rending. 
For the umpteenth time our boys had to deal with 
intense disappointment, but the fact that it was the 
Affies derby and the last match our matrics would 
have been able to play, made it even worse – and our 
hearts were bleeding for them. What an abrupt end 
to the season!

In last year’s rugby report I made mention of the 
fact that despite the Covid pandemic, we still had 
so much to be grateful for. Since then, nothing has 
changed. Rugby plays an immense role in our lives, 
but it doesn’t define who we are. When one starts 
considering how Covid has disrupted the economy 
and the livelihoods of so many of our loved ones, 
perhaps a disrupted rugby season is not the end of 
the world. And although I will be the first person 
to acknowledge how painful it was to see the 
disappointment in players’ eyes every time a match 
was cancelled, we cannot stop reminding ourselves 
of the many privileges we had still experienced by 
just being associated with a school like Boys High.

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the 
following people for the various roles they played 
during another very unusual season: Mr Paul 
Anthony (Director of Rugby), Mr Wian Geldenhuys 
(co-coach), Mr Colin Hill (physiotherapist) and Mr 
Laurence Stewart (strength and conditioning coach). 
As usual, it has been a pleasure to work alongside 
staff as competent and as passionate as you always 
are.

Lastly, I would like to thank every player who had 
the honour of wearing a Candies jersey this year for 
their commitment and courageous attitude to every 
challenge we faced. In particular, I would like to 
thank our captain, Joshua Mitchell, and his deputy, 
Kian Kurz, for the positive, calm and approachable 
way in which they served the team, the school and 
the jersey. I recently watched a video where a well-
known international coach differentiated between 
the honest and dishonest rugby player. According 
to him, the honest player was the one who could 
look at himself in the mirror every day and who 
remained committed to becoming better and better, 
despite the hardships that were used as excuses by 
weak or dishonest players. I absolutely agree with 
these sentiments and I firmly believe that those of 
you who are destined for greatness, will achieve this, 
despite the limited rugby opportunities in the last 
couple of years of your high school careers. Remain 
the honest players and human beings that you are 
and never let anything get in the way of realising 
your dreams.

Erlo Rust
Coach 

Rugby
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Unfortunately, 2021 will not be regarded as a 
“season to remember” because, due to Covid-19, 
the season was once again almost non-existent 
in terms of fixtures. Having said that, there were 
fortunately two fixtures that did take place. PBHS 
played against KES where we were beaten 55–0. 
This was not a good result at all but I firmly believe 
that the boys took many valuable lessons from that 
game which they will, no doubt, take forward and 
learn from. The next game was against Northcliff in 
Johannesburg. This was to be an U17 XV, without 
matrics. It was during this game that many positive 
aspects surfaced which made us all very confident 
and optimistic about future prospects. The team on 
this day was brilliantly led by William Olivier who 
managed the game with passion and determination 
but above all, by example. The boys kept to their 
structures and put in a tremendous performance 
and won the match 36–7. This score was the perfect 
result to take with us as we entered the final week 
of the season. It put us in a positive frame of mind 
during our preparations to take on our rivals from 

across the road, Affies. 
Unfortunately, Covid-19 reared its ugly head once 

again and this, the final fixture of the season, was 
cancelled. When one looks for positives from the 
short season, the main one that comes to mind is the 
way the boys trained and practised while knowing 
that they might not even play. The character and 
determination shown was remarkable and this only 
bodes well for the years to come. 

Mr O’Donoghue and I would like to thank each 
and every boy who was part of this team and squad. 
A special word of thanks must go to the team 
captain, Amahle Nkosi, who gave it his all during 
every training or practice session and to Mr Goosen 
who was never too busy to lend a hand, especially 
when it came to coaching the forwards. I am looking 
forward to watching a couple of the U17 players 
go to even greater heights next year and making it 
count for the “Red, White and Green”.

Nick Adendorff and Ryan O’Donoghue
Coaches

Rugby 2nd Team 

Rugby 3rd and 4th Teams
On 4 August 2021, Mr. Anthony informed us that 
after almost two years, we had a rugby season on 
the horizon. Although shortened, we at least had a 
season to look forward to!

We were initially scheduled to play four fixtures: 
KES, Springs, Northcliff, Jeppe and Affies. However, 
we managed only the first two fixtures before Covid 
halted Open rugby fixtures.
The results of the matches were as follows
3rd XV vs KES – Lost 56–5
4th XV vs KES – No fixture
3rd XV(U17) vs Springs (U17A) – Lost 12–17
4th XV vs Northcliff – No fixture

The results were not what we wanted, but the 
boys can be proud of the effort they put in and the 
manner in which they carried themselves during 
this season filled with highs and many lows. The 

true spirit of Boys High shone through during this 
time. 

A massive thank you needs to go to the boys 
that played in the squad and a special thank you 
to the matrics in the team. Through all the exam 
preparations and Covid worries, the boys were 
committed and gave 110% every moment and, as 
coaches, we cannot be prouder or more appreciative.

To the boys who were in the 4th XV, thank you 
for always coming down to practices and giving 
them your all. Even after the disappointment of 
three cancellations, we thank you. We look forward 
to next season when we can hopefully enjoy a full 
season of Boys High rugby.

Dylan Goosen and Barend Engelbrecht
Coaches

Lilitha Matsiliza on the charge against KES Lilitha Matsiliza makes his presence felt vs KES
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Rugby
Rugby U16A and U16B
After a long wait, we finally got to play a few games 
of rugby for the U16A and B XVs. We kicked off the 
season with well-constructed pre-season training. We 
knew that this would be crucial to our success after 
the trying times we had faced during the pandemic. 

Our initial goal was to create a team spirit that 
would allow the boys to dig deep and reach their 
goals in the 2021 season. With all the restrictions 
which we faced, we knew that time was not on 
our side so we had to make the best of every 
opportunity that presented itself. The U16 season is 
the most important rugby season the boys will have 
in their high school careers before they reach the 1st 
XV. Detailed training would be imperative to their 
success. Knowing that the boys had played their last 
official match when they were U14, the challenge to 
get the boys ready was enormous. 

After our pre-season of detailed training to 
enhance the boys’ physical abilities, skills and game 
awareness, we selected a squad of 32 to compete 
as the A and B squad. With the thought of injuries 
that could occur due to the lack of contact training, 
we knew that depth would be key to maintaining 
momentum throughout the season. At 16, boys 
normally hit a growth spurt and conditioning 
is vital. At the end of 2020, we had come to an 
agreement with the boys that our motto would 
be "WHATEVER IT TAKES". This motto was the 
answer to any challenge we were going to face, as 
well as any objective we set to reach our goals.

These three words were our engine to keep us 
focussed and committed, regardless of the situation. 

With this in mind, we ran a programme throughout 
the whole December holidays that the boys were 
required to complete weekly. We knew that to 
be ahead of everyone else, we would need to do 
what everyone else was not doing. The boys had 
to complete runs and exercises, regardless of their 
holiday destinations. With the help of technology, 
we managed to keep track of the boys' perfomances 
even though we were all in different places. The 
parents played a huge role in supporting their sons' 
rugby dreams. 

We accepted an invitation from Naka Bulle Rugby 
Club to play in a tournament that they hosted over 
the Easter holidays. We played our first match 
against Hoërskool John Voster and ended that game 
with a 31–7 win. Ernest van Rooyen was named 
man of the match, Keethan Fitz backline player of 
the match and Jason van der Merwe, captain, as 
forward player of the match. 

Our second match was against a much stronger 
Zwartkops team that had a solid reputation. This 
was our first real test to see if our hard work would 
pay off. The boys dug deep and came out with a 
good win, beating Zwartkops 27–22. Man of the 
match was Keethan Fitz, backline player of the 
match was Chris Smith and forward of the match 
was Cobus Kok. Our third and final game of the 
tournament was unfortunately cancelled due to bad 
weather. We continued working hard, preparing 
for our next match which was going to be our first 
official Boys High fixture against Jeppe. Once again 
the pandemic interrupted our games which were 

Josh Naude prepares to pass from the base of the scrum
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cancelled because many boys were close contacts. 
The safety of the players was our first priority so we 
accepted this decision. 

We proceeded to prepare for what was the biggest 
match of the boys' lives. In the U14 year, the boys lost 
to KES by a margin. This was where our motto would 
come into serious play. We felt our momentum had 
been broken because we had missed out on a fixture 
we would love to have played during our steady 
rise in performance. We put that behind us and had 
to do the best we could in that situation. Facing KES 
away is never a walk in a park. They are a school that 
takes sport very seriously. This match would prove 
to be more than just a physical challenge. The boys 
needed to know that it would be a psychological 
battle that would require them to prepare adequately 
mentally. This match would require a certain level of 
intelligence to overcome the odds against us. 

Our B XV started off the day with a big fight and 
unfortunately went down 17–36. Players who put 
up a big performance in the game were our prop 
forward, Rea Moche, Callum Croome and Kieran 
Binks. The A XV match kicked off and fortunately 
the parents were able to see the game as it was 
livestreamed by Super Sport Schools Live. 

After a tough battle, the A XV managed to secure 
a 24–20 win. With emotions all over the place, the 
boys got to enjoy a big moment in their U16 year. 
Justin Tattersall was named man of the match and 
backline player of the match. Owethu was the best 
forward of the match. 

Soon after the match, we received news that the 
whole team would have to isolate for two weeks due 
to a player testing positive. This was a major setback 
as we had once again been building momentum. 
When the boys returned, we had only one game 
left which was the derby against Affies. When the 
isolation period for the boys ended, we accepted 
a request from Jeppe to have a friendly match on 
the day of the boys’ return. This would be a good 
physical session to get the players back into some 
form before the derby. 

Once again, the pandemic proved itself to be a 
greater force – the A XV match against Affies was 
called off. The B XV knew they had a big game on their 
hands and had to make the best of it. The boys played 
a massive game, but Affies won that game 36–0. 

To close off the season, we organised another 
friendly game against Garsfontein. This was a 
good test of where we stood in relation to the big 
rugby schools in the country. We ended this match 
with Garsfontein winning 31–6. Considering that 
the boys had had two matches in the week of their 
return from isolation, they showed a lot of guts and 
fought hard on their last match on Oehley. 

I would like to thank all the parents for their 
support of the coaches and for trusting us to develop 
their sons as rugby players. The role that they play is 
immense in the players’ approach towards the sport. 

Romeo Matsolo and Jacques Venter 
Coaches

Mfana Shabangu launches into a tackle as Hannu van der Merwe and John Ford look on
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Rugby
Rugby U16C

The 2021 rugby season was a frustrating one with 
frequent stoppages and disruptions due to the 
Covid-19 Pandemic. Despite all these disruptions, the 
2021 U16C XV never lost sight of the main goal and 
were always at practices, ready to give their all. The 
boys were always willing to adapt and make the best 
of the often eleventh hour changes that had to be made.

The season eventually started with the first 
game against KES. The boys played with heart and 
passion but narrowly lost the game by two points – a 
massive improvement from the last time they played 
in 2019. They beat Jeppe U16C 5–0 in an afternoon 
weekday fixture and then unfortunately lost to a 
loaded Northcliff U16A XV 41–0 in a disappointing 
mismatch. The season ended against Affies when 

the boys lost 52–5, a score that flattered Affies but 
did not reflect the heart and passion with which the 
boys played. 

Looking back at the 2021 season, these U16C XV 
players can be proud of the effort and heart they 
showed. They showed massive improvements, 
especially since they had not played since 2019 and 
had this been a regular season, they would have 
pulled off some spectacular victories against some 
notable opposition.

I look forward to watching their progress in 2022 
and 2023 as they progress and grow. 

Rob Fourie
Coach

Rugby U16D

The U16D season was unfortunately very stop/start 
due to the pandemic. Nevertheless, the boys, under 
the leadership of Jonathan Bolleurs, stood strong. 
Their commitment was outstanding. After coaching 
many of the boys when they were in Form II, it must 
be said that they had grown and developed, not 
just into better rugby players, but into great young 
gentlemen that had bright futures ahead of them. 

Their season started when they found out the 
unfortunate news that they did not have a fixture 
against KES. That did not get them down. They still 
played an internal fixture against the U16E and F 
XV. Their two next fixtures saw them come out with 
two wins on the trot against Jeppe Ds (27–19) and 
Northcliff High Bs (5–0). Boys High players always 

give it their all until the final whistle which the boys 
did against a strong Affies team. Unfortunately, they 
lost but I am incredibly proud of the way they put 
their bodies on the line. 

I am a firm believer in always playing sport with 
a smile and they did exactly that. There was never 
a practice where there wasn’t some sort of humour. 
I am extremely sad that they could not have a full 
season but grateful that I could be a part of the small 
season that they were given. They truly are a great 
bunch of boys and I wish them all the best for the 
future. 

Micheil Cross 
Coach 

Justin Tattersal attempting a conversion kick Lilitha Matsiliza, rises high against KES
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Rugby U16E and U16F

And, just like that, the curtains closed on another 
Boys High rugby season! Although it was not the 
most conventional rugby season, I had the pleasure 
of coaching the U16 E and F XVs alongside Mr 
Ferdi Louw. In another year affected by Covid-19, 
where continuity was not our biggest strength due 
to stoppages that were out of our control, the boys 
in the setup showed that famous Boys High spirit. 
When it was time to get onto the field, they brought 
their everything every time.

The boys showed great character at all the sessions 
and their will to play exceeded many expectations 
as the U16 group had the largest turn outs when it 
came to participation. Many of the boys would often 
ask Mr Louw and me if they would play this year 
and our reply remained honest and consistent, “We 
can’t say yes or no, but we will make sure that we 
are ready once we get the green light.” This fuelled 
the boys not to take the foot off the pedal and we 
were able to build upon the foundations we had 
laid. For boys who had not played rugby in over a 
year and some who were playing for the first time, 
it was a breath of fresh air to know that we had boys 
who had that “diamond in the rough” talent and 
skill and boys who were keen to listen and learn – 
which essentially meant that we had a squad of boys 
who were coachable (a coach’s dream).

Due to other schools not being able to organise 

as many teams per age group as PBHS, we played 
internal games within the age group, which acted as 
more encouragement for the boys to go out and show 
what they could do and even move up a team or two. 

Our first game of the season came in the form of 
Springs U16A on the “House of Pain”. On paper 
most would think an A XV versus an E XV would 
be a write-off, but when you are a Boys High boy 
you know that you don’t stand back for anyone. 
The boys showed real character, courage, heart and 
passion as we went in at halftime with the score at 
12–5 to Springs. The opposition scored a quick try 
after half time and the score was 17–5. Unfortunately, 
due to the lightning siren going off, the game had to 
be called off. I truly believe that if it was not for the 
sirens, another Boys High story would have been 
written that day.

In closing, I want to commend the boys on their 
commitment to the cause throughout the whole 
season. They never let the external factors affect 
them and focused on the controllable. They were 
always motivated mentally and physically at times 
when others would call it a day. For that I say thank 
you again for the season. Same time, same place next 
year! “2–3 BOYS HIGH”. 

Josh Mimbulu 
Coach

Jason van der Merwe in full stretch vs KES
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Rugby
Rugby U15A and 15B
The rugby season was a bit of a stop-start affair 
due to Covid-19 regulations. We managed to get 
the winter sport season up and running in Term 2. 
Unfortunately, on the Friday before our first school 
fixture against Jeppe, we had to cancel the fixture 
due to too many boys being either Covid positive or 
being close contacts. Soon after that, all contact sport 
was stopped until further notice due to new Covid 
restrictions. Needless to say, the disappointment was 
huge, and momentum was lost once again. Rugby 
training continued in a non-contact manner for a few 
more weeks until it was finally called off in June.

Returning from an extended July holiday, a few 
weeks into Term 3, to our surprise, all contact sport 
was reinstated, and the various boys’ schools met 
and created a short 4-week winter sport season to 
allow the boys to have some form of a rugby season. 
We had to follow the SARU return to play protocols 
which required us to do 2 weeks of contact training 
before we could have our first official school fixtures. 

We played our first match against KES and both 
the U15A and U15B XVs were affected by players 
that had to withdraw on the Friday before the 
match, due to being Covid close contacts. That was 
quite disruptive, but we just enjoyed the fact that we 
could have our first rugby fixture since the boys had 
started their journey at Boys High as Form Is about 
20 months before. 

Both the U15A and U15B XVs battled to find their 
rhythm and structure and suffered heavy losses. 
Many lessons were learned and they got better from 
there onwards. 

The midweek matches against Jeppe were called 
off due to high Covid numbers amongst the Jeppe 
U15 boys.

The next fixture for the A XV was against Northcliff 
U15A and for the B XV it was against Springs Boys 
High U15A XV. In a fixture interrupted by lightning 
in August, we had to adjust once again to the unusual, 
and the boys did it really well. In a hard fought match, 
our U15B XV beat Springs Boys High U15A XV 29–5. 
The difference that one match of experience and one 
extra week of training made, was evident. The U15A 
team had to absorb a lot of pressure during their first 
half against Northcliff and had an exceptional second 
half to win the match 34–8. 

The last match in the condensed season was 
against our old foe, Afrikaans Hoër Seunskool. The 
B XV found the physicality and tempo of Affies just 
too much and suffered a huge defeat. The A XV has 
started really well and with one or two crucial calls 
not going their way, lost their momentum during 
the second half and eventually lost 43–7. 

This A XV has huge potential and with a few rugby 
matches behind them, they are going to be a dominant 
force against all the top schools next season. We 
currently have 12 boys in the Bulls High Performance 
Squad to support the idea of untapped potential in 
this group. I will be following these boys and their 
progress with eager anticipation and know that they 
will make us proud going forward while playing for 
the Candies, Bulls and maybe the Boks one day.

With the very sad passing of Mr Jaydon Kelly, I 
was fortunate to have Mr Luke Heyns and Mr Siphe 
Kekana step up to assist with the coaching during 
our short, condensed one-month season. Thank you 
for your energy, drive and creativity which made a 
big difference. The boys and I really enjoyed having 
the two of you as part of the squad. 

Mike Smuts
Coach

Season summary
Opposition Score A-XV Score B-XV
KES	 	 Lost	0–42	 	 Lost	0–50
Jeppe  Cancelled  Cancelled
Northcliff/Springs	 Won	34–8	 	 Won	29–5
Affies	 	 Lost	7–43	 	 Lost	0–57

Fritz Potgieter and Hannu van der Merwe contest a lineout against KES
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Rugby U15C
The 2021 U15C XV truly showed what it meant to be 
a Boys High boy during the rugby season. Although 
they had been a part of the school for over a year, 
these boys had pulled the red, white and green 
jersey over their heads for the first time in only 
August 2021. 

The rugby season started at the beginning of the 
year with pre-season training. From the outset it was 
clear that the boys lacked skills and knowledge in 
fundamental areas of the game. This was completely 
understandable as most of them had never played 
rugby before. However, they were always willing 
to put their heads down and work hard to improve 
themselves at each and every training session. By the 
time the first fixture came around against KES, it looked 
like a completely different team. The boys had a feel 
and understanding of the game and their newfound 
skills were evident. Unfortunately, their first match 
was a tough lesson and they went down 0–27. It would 
be the first of four losses during the season.

Although the boys did not manage to claim a 

win during this short season, their grit, tenacity 
and determination never faltered. This was evident 
during their final match against Affies where, after 
conceding 4 tries in the first 10 minutes, the boys 
conceded only 2 during the next 20 minutes of the 
game. They were the dominant team during that 
period and their passion for their school put Affies 
on the backfoot. Not many teams can do this to Affies 
with only 4 games under their belts. Unfortunately 
PBHS fell short and the match was lost but their 
spirits and sportsmanship remained high.

It has been a pleasure to coach these boys and to 
see them progress in their rugby journey at PBHS. I 
look forward to watching them grow as players and 
individuals over the next three years and am fully 
confident that we will be seeing a few of them don 
the Candies jersey in 2024. 
Captain: Amos Chitambira

Sheldon Paro
Coach

The 2021 rugby season proved to be tough with Covid 
taking its toll. It caused the constant changing of team 
lists just before games. Due to this, the U15E XV was 
only able to play one game before the numbers were 
reduced to a point where only an U15D XV could 
be filled. Through all this the boys retained a strong 
and positive team spirit. They worked hard during 
the practice sessions though they did not achieve 
the results they wanted, losing all three games 
played this year. As the season progressed, a massive 
improvement was noticed in the boys’ skill levels, 

bringing more competition to each game played.
This was my first season as a coach and it was 

such a great experience. Each player made a massive 
improvement in his skills and together they grew as 
a team, making me very proud. 

I would like to thank to Mr van Suilichem for all 
his effort and assistance in managing and coaching 
the U15D and E XVs. 

Bradley Penrose and Dave van Suilichem
Coaches

Rugby U15D and U15E

Cobus Kok on the charge vs KES Quan Coetzee bursts into space in a match vs AHS
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Rugby
Rugby U14A
Although 2021 was a year that posed many 
challenges and uncertainty, it is one that I will always 
remember – not because of Covid, but because a 
group of young Form I boys wanted to play rugby. 

From the start of the year, all the boys came to the 
“pre-season” training sessions. These were held on 
Mondays to make sure the boys could improve their 
skills for when the season started. As was a feature 
of 2021, we were not sure when this start would be. 
With that said, the boys kept on coming to training 
and kept on working hard and improving their skills. 

After trials week, we could see that we had a 
strong group of boys and that we were going to have 
to work hard to make sure we picked the correct 
players in the correct positions. I felt that we had 
a strong group and I was quietly getting confident 
about the season ahead. 

After trials we had a preparation match against 
EG Jansen. This was to see if we could put all the 
hard work on the training ground together in a 
match situation. As this was the first outing for the 
team, there was a lot of nervousness but even more 
excitement. The expectation for a game like this is 
often low as the boys have not yet played much and 
because of the fact that it is very informal. It seemed 
that this message did not get to our boys who came 
flying out of the gates. After three tries from the 
PBHS team, our excitement grew but unfortunately 
there was yet another Covid delay and rugby had to 
wait to get its first official fixture. 

Finally, on 21 August 2021, the first official rugby 
fixture in more than two years was played. Our 
opponents were KES. Recent history has shown the 
PBHS U14 XV tended to struggle in this fixture, but not 
on this day. Even though no spectators were allowed, 
the excitement was tangible. The boys marked their 
first game for Pretoria Boys High with a memorable 
victory. A tense match came down to moments of 
brilliance that led to their first U14 win. This was to be 
the first of a couple of wins for this strong team.

They picked up another good win against Jeppe 
in a tightly contested match and a big win against 
Northcliff where it was a try fest for the Pretoria 
Boys High team. They now had three out of three 
wins going into their last fixture of the year – a 
match against a formidable side from Afrikaans 
Hoër Seunskool. 

The match was as tough and physical as any U14 
rugby match could be. The boys gave their all but, 

unfortunately came up just a little bit short. As a 
coach this might be one of the proudest moments 
of my coaching career. Never was there a Boys High 
boy that gave up or did not give his best. We did not 
stand back and we did not make it easy for them. We 
frustrated Affies and gave them a tough time. 

Although this was one of the hardest seasons of 
rugby that I have coached, it was very rewarding 
and enjoyable. The boys made it memorable and 
for that I would like to thank every boy that played 
for the U14A XV in 2021. You are a special group of 
young men and I am excited to see what the future 
holds for you. Keep up the hard work that you have 
put in and use this special year as a foundation to go 
on and be special.

I would also like to thank Mr Tucker who 
supported us this season. Your hard work with the B 
team and input into the shared practices made a big 
difference. This season would not have been what it 
was, if not for you. Another thank you should go to 
Mr Krugel. Thank you for the passion and excitement 
that you brought to each session. The boys did not 
only learn rugby specific skills from you, but also 
what it was to be a Boys High boy. I truly appreciate 
your time and dedication. A last thank you should 
go to Mr Anthony. Thank you for your time and 
effort to make sure we were well prepared for our 
matches. Your input was always valued. 

Francois Schuld 
Coach  
Stephan Krugel 
Assistant Coach

Wynand Roelofse kicks for touch



SP
O

R
T

The Pretorian 275

Although the 2021 rugby season for the U14B XV 
had started in February with pre-season training, it 
felt as if there was unfinished business because they 
played only four games.

On a warm summer afternoon in February, a 
group of about sixty boys gathered under the tree 
at Shalang Field. Most of them had never played 
rugby before, but under the watchful eyes of all the 
coaches, they started playing drop-off touch. Soon 
boys were divided into groups according to their 
skill levels. The improvement was rapid and quite 
noteworthy – to such an extent that Mr Anthony 
arranged a friendly practice match against HS EG 
Jansen a few weeks later.

In all honesty, HS EG Jansen was far better 
prepared for this practice match with regard to their 
structure and forward play than we were. It was not 
surprising that PBHS was out-played, considering 
that more than half of the U14B XV had never played 
rugby before. It was definitely not all doom and 
gloom though, because it soon became clear that our 
team had a lot of heart. They even scored a couple 
of long range tries out of broken play. No-one kept 
score, but it was clear that, although PBHS U14B XV 
needed a lot of work, they definitely possessed the 
fighting spirit to develop into a good rugby team.

After the kick-out against HS EG Jansen, the boys 
were eager to continue their preparation for their first 
match against Jeppe in a couple of weeks. But it was 
not to be. The game was arranged and the boys were 
ready to go, but then all matches were cancelled on 
the Friday before the Jeppe fixture because of Covid 
concerns. It would be another two months before 
the 2021 Form Is would get the opportunity to play 
their first rugby match for PBHS.

After the June holidays and the “Covid break”, 
the boys eventually lined up to play their first fixture 
which was against a highly rated Jeppe team. PBHS 
lost 15–7, but the boys played well and showed a lot 

of discipline.
In contrast with the match against HS EG Jansen 

two months before and Jeppe, there was only one 
week between the Jeppe match and our next fixture 
against an old foe, KES. The boys showed great 
improvement in this game but still came up short at 
22–3. However, in both these matches, the margins 
of defeat were far smaller than in previous years. 
The U14B XVs first victory came the following week 
against Springs Boys High School with a score of 
26–0.

The stage was set for our last match – the 
annual derby against Affies. Although we were the 
underdogs, the boys went into this game hopeful 
and with great excitement. However, a victory was 
not meant to be. On 4 September, the PBHS U14B 
XV was taught a rugby lesson by the Affies boys, so 
much so that the Affies coaches asked at half time if 
we would like to stop the game. To the credit of our 
boys they all said as one man, “Hell NO!!!!”.

Although it was a devastating defeat, the players 
did not give up for one second. Affies, with their 
fifteen provincial players might have scored a lot of 
points that day, but the Boys High U14B XV showed 
guts and did not lie down; they made Affies work 
for every single point. I believe that because of their 
attitude and determination, the PBHS U14B XV were 
the true victors of the day! I am proud of every boy 
who gave his best during the season and played his 
heart out on that last day. You did yourselves and 
your school proud.

I would like to thank Mr Schuld and Mr (Stephan) 
Krugel for their valuable input during the season. I 
believe the U14 A and B XVs worked and trained 
well together.

I wish every player all the best for his U15 season.

Jocelyn Tucker
Coach

Rugby U14B

John Ford carries the ball in contact in a 7s match John Ford protects the ball as Hannu van der Merwe presents in an 
encounter against KES



SP
O

R
T

The Pretorian276

It’s been 10 years since I first started coaching rugby 
at U14 level. You get those moments in life when 
something just clicks. I played rugby at university 
and from the moment I arrived at Pretoria Boys 
High, I knew I wanted to get involved in something 
big, and without a shadow of a doubt, choosing 
to coach rugby was one of the best things ever to 
happen to me.

Coaching rugby has been both tremendously 
rewarding and incredibly frustrating at times, but 
more importantly, it has taught me how to become a 
better person and a better teacher. The environment 
created on the sports field or in the classroom is far 
more important than the tactics, or complicated 
game plans or difficult mathematical concepts 
taught. To become a good teacher or a good coach, 
you don't need to have been a great student or a 
great player; you simply need to love, care and 
have knowledge, and mostly, you need to have the 
desire to share your passion with your students or 

your players. Your role is to help boys develop and 
achieve their maximum potential.

Without teaching or coaching I would not know 
how to inspire those who need it; get others to 
dream bigger than they ever thought possible; teach 
discipline to those who need it; make boys feel they 
belong to something bigger than themselves or learn 
that succeeding, winning, losing, and failing are all 
part of life.

This season was no different. It was a frustrating 
season, but a season that taught us all that life has 
its ups and downs. What one encounters on the 
sports field can easily be transferred to skills in the 
classroom or in one’s personal life. 

Gentlemen: players play for one another – 
when they are there for one another, magic always 
happens.

Alexandra Bolduc
Coach

Rugby
Rugby U14 C and 14D
This was a short yet exciting rugby season. We were 
living in extraordinary times with the Covid-19 
pandemic limiting much of the rugby at Pretoria 
Boys High School for the past two years. This year, 
we managed to play four fixtures which gave the 
U14 players a taste of what rugby at Pretoria Boys 
High School was all about. We were raring to go for 
the first fixture against Jeppe in mid-April only for 
the fixture to be called off the day before due to a 
number of boys from both schools testing positive for 
Covid-19. Shortly after this all sport was postponed 
due the impending third wave of the Coronavirus. It 
was only in August when we were able to play our 
first fixture. The season was reduced to four fixtures 
over a three week period. We played against Jeppe 
High School for Boys, KES, Northcliff High School 
and Affies.

The short season was a great success with both the 

C and D teams enjoying sweet victories over Jeppe 
and the D team also winning their game against 
KES. This group of boys has shown immense spirit 
and true “Boys High passion” in a season that kept 
disappointing them due Covid-19 disruptions. We, 
as coaches, are immensely proud of each boy who 
played for this squad and I have no doubt that there 
will be a number of boys playing in the 1st XV in the 
future. We started the season with more than half 
of the squad playing rugby for the first time and 
they were often playing against opposition who had 
been playing rugby for a number of years. The spirit 
of this squad was electrifying and we wish every 
single boy who represented this squad, success in 
his rugby career at Pretoria Boys High School.

Gareth Hudson and Ryan Townsend
Coaches

Rugby U14E and 14F

Kian Kurz van der Linde in full flight against KES Mfana Shabangu launches into a tackle as Hannu van der Merwe looks on
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Soccer

277

1st and 2nd XV Soccer
“When the going gets tough, the tough get going”

With the new norm of uncertainty in Covid times, 
it was adapt or fail. We chose to soar instead. 

The first match we lost on a technical error, but 
that did not stop us – the next matches we either 
won or they ended in a draw. Where we had lost 
against rival schools in previous years, in 2021 we 
won, a significant achievement for the team and one 
we are surely proud of.

Under the leadership of the team captain, players 

during each match merged as a unit, defending 
and holding their respective positions and drawing 
together to achieve significant results!

90% of the first team played together as U16A 
team mates, which confirms Boys High’s policy of 
achieving the best and doing the school proud as it 
moulds young men’s characters.

Herman Ras
Coach

1st XV Soccer Team

SeatedL–R: A Landsman, JL Do Val, L Phetla, C Ras (Captain), P Phadi, R Alexander, L Kounga 
First Row L–R: M Lekalakala, R Oberholster, R Moreira, A Horak, O Thabeta

Second Row L–R: Mr P Franken (MIC), L Ndlovu, R Dixon, T Mabanga, Mr H Ras (Coach)

3rd XV Soccer
It was surprising for an Old Boy to see that soccer had 
been fully integrated as a school sport. I had close to 
50 boys come for trials but I would be picking only 
15 players. Nevertheless, I enjoyed the task.

We played against St David’s and won 4–0. 
Michael Tabane (goalkeeper) played very well and 
made a few crucial stops, one of those being a one-
on-one. Ikhona Giyose led the charge very well on 
the attack and made crucial passes and scored the 
opening goal. We then played St Alban’s away. It 
was still 0–0 at half time, despite having so many 
opportunities at goal. We went on to win 3–0 with 
Ikhona Mahlangu opening up the proceedings with 

a long range goal and then Sicebiso Zotwane and 
Kgotso Thobejane followed up with a goal each. We 
couldn’t get another match, so Sicebiso Zotwane 
finished as our top goal scorer. 

Special mention to Katlego Pelle and Ofentse 
Sekano who defended valiantly and made sure 
we kept to our aim of not conceding a goal. They 
displayed great leadership and I would not be 
surprised if they moved up to the 2nd or even 1st team 
next year. 

Emmanuel Shine
Coach
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Soccer
Soccer U16 A
The U16 soccer season was a rollercoaster with 
matches being played almost every 2 days. One 
training session was followed by a game against 
Parktown the very next day. All the players were 
nervous but confident of achieving a good result 
from the task which lay ahead of them. Parktown 
scored in the first minute which shocked the team 
into action. The match ended in a draw. 

The games against St Benedict’s and KES were 
played as a double header on a Saturday. A 3–0 
win against St Benedict’s and a -2 loss against KES 
ended a very exciting but tough day. The loss to 
KES was the last loss of the season as the team 
improved after this. The “disappearance” of the 
coach was difficult but handled with strength and 
determination to succeed. 

Matches against St David’s and St John’s 

produced thrilling 2–1 wins in both games for PBHS. 
The final match against CBC Boksburg ended in a 
very convincing 4–0 win. 

The top goal scorer for the team was Phakedi 
Manamela, who scored 6 goals for the season. His 
tally included a hat-trick against CBC Boksburg. 
Kabelo Motsoaledi was the most improved player 
who, as a centre back, made many crucial and timely 
tackles and interceptions. Liko Dube as the vice-
captain was a pillar of strength and inspiration to 
the team in his role as a central mid-fielder.

The good results of the season were achieved 
through hard work, dedication and commitment to 
the team and the school. 

Lesego Sindane 
Captain

Soccer U16 B
With this being an unusual occurrence in the Boys 
High sphere, I knew that coaching a team whilst still 
attending Boys High would not be an easy challenge. 
It was a challenge I soon learnt to take by the horns 
and relish throughout our season.

We came out of the gates and full speed with a 4–1 
win against Parktown and maintained that momentum. 
We accumulated a total of 5 wins and 1 defeat along 
with an impressive total of 12 goals scored and 4 goals 
conceded. The U16B attacking intent was the highlight 
of their play and it showed in their results.

Our stand-out players for the season were Lunda 
Seti, who scored 2 long shot goals from the centre 
back position and Fivos Rossides who was not only 
a consistent performer in every game, but was also 
the captain and worked alongside Liam Von Schaffer 
who was the vice-captain. All in all, I'm extremely 
grateful to the players for an incredible season and I 
can't wait to see what they achieve in 2022.

Jasper Lutwama
Coach

1.  Ryan Alexander, receiving unwanted attention from a KES 
opponent

2.  Kgothatso Kgomo in action against Parktown
3.  Omolemo Mkwashu on the ball against KES

1. 2.

3.
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Soccer U15 A
The U15A Team of 2021 has immense character, 
unbelievable talent and great spirit. It is a squad of 
25 players who showcase a wide range of talent that 
has helped them to face many challenges.

The season was not what we had hoped for in 
terms of results. We managed a draw and 2 losses. 
After being 0–1 up, we lost to Parktown 2–1 in what 
was a disappointing performance. The players 
knew that they had to improve. Before the next two 
games, disaster struck. Half of the A and B squads 
were close contacts and could not play the next few 
games. They played their next match against KES 
and drew 1–1 in a tight game. We then went on to 
lose to St Benedict’s 1–0 in a game where we were 
on top for most of the 40 minutes. The team was 
building resilience however, and, as the next game 
against St David’s approached, the players were 
ready to show their strength. They beat St David’s – 
arguably the strongest team in the competition pool 
– 2–1. It was an impeccable defensive display and 
PBHS was 2–0 up in the first half. The boys showed 
determination and great team work.

The next challenge was Bush School and we lost 
another few players as a result. We had a week’s 
break and a few players returned from being 
close contacts. We played at St Alban’s next and 
convincingly beat them 3–1 on home turf. We then 
faced St John’s and after hitting the post four times 
and missing chance after chance, we lost 0–1 due to a 
last minute goal. A lesson in being clinical in front of 
goal was learned that day, because in the next game 
we beat CBC Boksburg 3–0 in a lovely showcase of 
team play. 

In summary, we won three, lost three and drew 
one. A group that puts team aspirations over 
individual ones when needed is all one can hope for 
as a coach. To choose player of the season was not 
easy as there were many stand-out performers, but 
amidst chaos and inconsistency, one tends to look to 
order and consistency to find balance. Marco Upton 
personified this as a central defender who led the 
line and chipped in with 2 goals. He was declared 
“Player of the Season”.

As mentioned before, there were many stand-out 
performances and every player in the squad could 
have an honourable mention. Mpilo Ngwenya, a 
1-vs-1 specialist and powerful driving force from 
the back, had an excellent season at full back. 
Edmund Upton, who finished as our top goal scorer, 
showcased his dribbling and finishing ability to 
great effect and is one to watch. Another one to 
look out for is Tebogo Mokoena, who only played 
half the games this season. He displayed great 
talent, but more importantly, an exceptional work 
ethic in the midfield. Tebogo Nchabeleng, another 
defender with a deep love of the game, had an 
excellent season. He started in the B Team and after 
two games, became first choice center back for the A 
Team. Finally, Awonke Mteto is a gritty midfielder 
who was a key component in the high pressure game 
we played. Overall, it was an impressive season for 
all involved and I am sincerely glad to have coached 
such a talented group of players.

JC Do Val 
Coach

Tshepiso Chidi leaving the opposition stranded Nthando Jele and Tshimoloho Maloma playing against St John’s
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Soccer

1.  Ruben Dixon on the attack with Oleratho Thabeta in a 1st Team 
Soccer game

2.  Liam Tristan von Schaeffer and his KES opponent
3.  Khanimamba Hlungwani dribbling through the Parktown 

opposition

4.  Tumisho Masermule and Hafani Ranagoma in the game against 
Parktown

3.  Kgothaso Kgomo, Tumisho Maserumule and Lesedi Mokgabudi 
playing against St John’s

3.  Thando Mabanga in action against KES

1. 2.

3. 4.

5. 6.



SP
O

R
T

The Pretorian 281

1.  Jean-Lûc Do Val looking to distribute the ball to his fellow team mates
2.  Cameron Ras, captain of the 1st Team, in action against Parktown
3.  Liam Nel leaving the opposition and Sakhile Basi breathless

1.

2. 3.



SP
O

R
T

The Pretorian282

Soccer
Soccer U15 B
The season began with a win at home against 
Parktown Boys High School. It was a great 
performance and their ability to get a positive result 
was well displayed.

In the second game of the season, the team came 
up against KES at St Benedict’s College. In a very 
tight game, they were victorious against KES with 
Kutlwano Modiba scoring the decisive goal. They 
had plenty of opportunities in the game to score 
more goals but ultimately the defensive effort is 
what won us the game. Captain Tebogo Mokoena 
and center back partner, Nathan Finck, stood strong 
at the back, allowing nothing to pass them and 
protecting keeper, Delanor Ross’s goal.

The second game of the day at St Benedict’s was 
a match against the host school. In another tight 
game, the boys played out to a goal-less draw which 
they felt was a disappointing result as both teams 
struggled to create clear cut opportunities.

The next game brought about a challenge away 
from home against St David’s. In a tightly contested 
match, PBHS narrowly lost 2–1 after coming from 
a goal down to equalise through a Ruard Booysen 
goal. Unfortunately the team conceded another goal 
right after equalising.

After suffering their first loss of the season, the 
boys bounced back emphatically against St Alban’s, 
convincingly winning the game 5–1. A great 
performance by Jason Leslie inspired the boys to 
control and dominate the game. Alongside Tebogo 

Mokoena in midfield, they imposed themselves 
on the match. The goals in the match came from a 
brace by Ruard Booysen and one each by Kutlwano 
Modiba, Phetho Kone and Tebogo Mokoena.

 College. The match produced great quality from 
both teams which resulted in a draw. The boys 
showed spirit and character to come from a goal 
down to salvage a draw against St John’s. Ruard 
Booysen scored an amazing goal to keep the boys’ 
home record undefeated for the season.

Overall, throughout the season, the team 
worked hard during matches and in the training 
sessions as well. Special mention must be made 
of Delanor Ross who stood tall in goal and was a 
real leader from the sticks; Emmanuel Ginga who 
had an exceptional season in defense, along with 
his partner, Nathan Finck; Kamva Kenqu, who 
steadily progressed throughout the season and 
improved with each game; George Deliyiamis, 
who has an exceptional technical ability from a 
dead ball; Sibusiso Skhosana, who has amazing 
technical dribbling capabilities and really knows 
his away around a soccer field; Jason Leslie, for 
his great overall play and being able to read the 
match and dictate the tempo of the game and 
Henry Smith for giving consistent performances 
in every game he played.

Oyama Dlulane 
Coach

Soccer U15 C 
The first U15C matches were a double header against 
KES and St Benedict’s. They lost their first game of 
the season but then won the second against KES’s D 
team. Their next fixture was against St David’s away 
from home where they unfortunately lost against 
a well-organised and prepared St David’s outfit. 
After an unsettling start, the boys came up against 
St Alban’s College to win emphatically and to show 
their dominance in their first home game. This match 
was the best performance of the season by the U15C 
Team. They played their last game against St John’s 
College, with the game ending in a draw. Both teams 
worked hard but nothing could divide the teams at 
the end of the match. Special mention must be made 
of Asante Maja, Ryan Malachi, Kgalaletso Mothapo, 
Stato Malliaros, Dylan Cotter, Luyanda Sipika, 
Adam Cox and Alessio Pasteris for giving consistent 
performances throughout the season.

Oyama Dlulane 
Coach Tshepiso Chidi and Lesego Sindane playing against St John’s
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Soccer U15 D
The U15D team started their season with a double 
header against KES’s C and D teams respectively. The 
boys really showed guts and determination and ended 
with a loss and a draw in the two games. Their next 
match was against St David’s where they produced a 
clinical performance to win the match. The team really 
controlled the match; at no point did they look like 
they were going to lose the game. The season ended 
there for the U15D Team and some notable players 
for the season included Zwi Mudzunga, Kamogelo 
Gwangwa and Wanga Ramano.

Oyama Dlulane 
Coach

It was a short but very productive season for this 
year’s U14 soccer group – a season disturbed due 
to the upheaval caused by challenges posed by the 
ongoing pandemic. However, despite this, the boys 
showed tremendous resilience and commitment, 
producing a number of outstanding performances. 
We won every game bar one. 

There were many games for the boys during the 
four-week season. Our first matches even preceded 
our first practice sessions. Our rising stars continued 
to show great commitment to getting better and 
several players were promoted to the A team by the 
end of the season. This served as a testament to the 
players’ dedication. It filled me with immense pride 
because once they were moved up, they continued 
to represent themselves and their talent very well. 

As for the boys that remained, we played various 
games throughout the season, with each game 
showing the continued improvement of the boys – 

most notably the U14Bs 8–1 victory over St Benedict’s, 
which had been preceded by an unfortunate loss to 
St David’s. Games like these only served to show 
the great talent and perseverance within this group. 
With the boys discipline in arriving to practice on 
time and with their respectful attitudes, the season 
proved to be a fulfilling one. 

I could not be more proud of all the boys. 
The attitude that they showed throughout this 
season will not only serve them well in soccer, but 
in whatever else they choose to do in life. I am 
extremely grateful to have met them and wish them 
all the best in the future. A strong U14 group bodes 
well for the sustainability of a high level of soccer at 
PBHS and all are encouraged to keep working and 
building themselves and the sport.

Mervin Moodley
Coach

Soccer U14 A 

Paledi Lamani, Boys High’s goalkeeper, clearing the ball with advice 
from Thando Mabanya

Omolemo Mkwashu passing the ball forward Mogale Mashile carefully watching his Parktown opponent
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The 2021 squash season started with the annual 
School Championships. This was an eye-opening 
event as we saw the full extent of the damage done to 
squash at Boys High by the months spent off court. 
However, our top two players, Gareth Craigen and 
Jarrod Cousins, had been playing and put on an 
outstanding exhibition for the final that saw Gareth 
win his third title.

Squash at Boys High started up once again and 
it was great to watch the boys re-learn how to play 
the game. There were rumours of an upcoming 
league season for all the players to start working 
towards and the promise of a fixture against KES 
and a possible St Andrew’s Festival to motivate the 
1st Squash Team to make up for lost time on court.

The fixture against KES was an excellent reminder 
of what one can expect from a team squash fixture – 
the matches were tough and, with the matches tied 
at 3–3, the fixture was narrowly decided by a 12–9 
game-count in KES’s favour. This fixture, being the 
first in 369 days, was an outstanding boost to the 
morale of all squash players and a warning to the 
1st Team that they would have to be better prepared 
in future.

The annual Inter-House Championship is always 
a highlight because it allows Boys High to experience 
squash as a team sport, where each match is an 
individual competition but all matches, games and 
points contribute to the team’s success. Hofmeyr 
House is to be congratulated on winning the 
competition in an exciting final against Matheson.

The nail in the coffin that was the 2021 squash 
year came on 19 May with the cancellation of the 
St Andrew’s 1st Team Festival – two days before 
departure. This was essentially the end of the 2021 
school squash year and we were all so disappointed 
to have it end in such a way.

There was a limited number of school fixtures 
available due to various regulations, but a number 
of our players joined private clubs and entered 
individual tournaments to give themselves some 
much-needed match practice. We were very proud 
to have Gareth Craigen, Jarrod Cousins and Teagan 
Primmer selected to represent Northerns at the 
inter-provincial tournament in Johannesburg and 
particularly proud of Gareth and Jarrod for their 
inclusion in the South African Schools Top 12 for 
2021.

In an attempt to keep the boys motivated, we 
started having weekly round-robin tournaments in 
which players could compete for higher positions and 
the opportunity to move into a higher training squad 
– these were very successful and all the members 
of the 3rd and 4th squads are to be commended on 
their competitive spirit in these competitions. A 
less popular, but equally beneficial change that was 
made this year, was the inclusion of the 2nd squad in 
the 1st squad’s strength and conditioning sessions at 
the gym – we are very pleased to see the progress 
that they have made and have no doubt that they 
will continue to reap the benefits of this training.

Nicholas Oosthuizen and Tri Dao were a part of 
the squash setup at Boys High for the majority of 
their time at this school. They always set a good 
example of hard work and dedication and we 
appreciate their service to squash at Boys High. Josh 
McGinley was elected as the captain for the 2021 
squash year for good reason – his commitment to 
squash and the team since his arrival in Form I was 
unmatched and his sense of humour and calming 
effect on those around him will be sorely missed in 
the years to come.

Gareth Craigen started his journey with Boys 
High in Grade 5 when he came on a tour of the 

Squash

Jarrod Cousins keeping his eye on the ball Gareth Craigen demonstrating how not to lunge for a ball on the back hand.
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Squash

Seated L–R: T Dao, J McGinley (Captain), G Craigen, N Oosthuizen
First Row L–R: J Cousins, J van den Boogaard, T Primmer

Second Row L–R: Mr C Stephens (MIC and Coach), Mr B Coetzee (Assistant Coach)

1st Squash Team

school while playing in a tournament. He joined the 
1st Squash Team at the start of his Form I year and 
played 83 matches for this team in his time here – 
he won 56 (67%) of his matches. Under “normal” 
circumstances he would have played well over 100 
matches for the 1st Team and continued to improve 
his win-rate. It has been a pleasure to watch Gareth 
grow as a young man and as a squash player – 
his ability to outclass or occasionally outrun an 
opponent, depending on his mood, was a pleasure 
to watch and we appreciate his service to the school.

It would be easy to assume that there was very 
little squash played in a year that only had one 
fixture, but that would be doing a disservice to the 
countless hours spent by boys and staff alike at the 
courts playing the game they love. Barry Coetzee 
has done a fantastic job in all of the many hours 
of coaching that he did this year – often doing the 

job of two coaches. Mrs Bouwer has continued to 
do an excellent job organising the players and their 
training times and even got on court with the boys 
for a number of internal round-robins. We thank 
them for their contribution to squash at Boys High.

Finally, we are forced to bid farewell to Mrs 
MacDonald who has been a member of the squash 
setup at Boys High for many years. We appreciate 
her administration skills and the competent manner 
in which she ran so many School and Inter-House 
Championships, but her friendly smile and kindness 
will be missed most of all. We wish her all the best 
for her new adventure in KwaZulu-Natal with her 
family.

Craig Stephens
Master in Charge and Coach



SP
O

R
T

The Pretorian286

Swimming
Swimming in this global pandemic was interesting, 
challenging, unique – yet very possible. With mask-
clad swimmers, the 2021 swimming season is one 
to remember. In these abnormal times, the use of 
technology came in very handy. The holding of 
“virtual” swim meets became the norm. Rather than 
teams sharing the same pool, St David’s came up 
with the idea that each school raced in its own pool 
and then compared times via shared google sheets. 
This adjusted style of competition was certainly 
resourceful, and while it was not a particularly 
ideal situation, most of our swimmers grabbed the 
opportunity simply to be able to compete. Anything 
was better than nothing! 

While the lack of crowds and opposition certainly 
dampened the atmosphere, my loud voice sufficed. 
To me, our virtual meets created and improved the 
team’s camaraderie. As disappointing as it was to 
not have that normal atmosphere, this new situation 
provided a chance for our boys to rally behind each 
other and put 100% of their focus into what their 
team members were doing in the pool. Cheering 
each other on was a great way to build team culture, 
and this made swimming a whole lot more fun. And 
then… a miracle happened.

Ten extremely competitive houses were allowed 

to challenge one another for a new and exciting title: 
the Inter-House Championships in a relay gala.

The weather was on our side and every boy 
present felt a rush of adrenaline, of absolute passion 
and magic. Once again, the boys didn’t swim as 
simple boys on top of the hill, they swam like boys 
on top of the world.

I wish that the summer sport gala could have 
taken place, but the boys’ talents were recognised in 
each of their hearts and they swam in the friendly 
Pretoria League galas that took place in Term 4. 

In-person meets are something that we all took 
for granted until Covid-19 hit. While it was a strange 
and disappointing situation however, it was crucial 
that the most of what was possible be made for the 
boys

It is of utmost importance to show gratitude to 
the boys and their families who all did their best to 
support the swimmers in any way possible during 
these challenging times. I am truly fortunate that 
our sport, (unlike so many other sports), could adapt 
itself so well in order to accommodate for pandemic 
precautions.

Alexandra Bolduc
Master in Charge

1st Swimming Team

Seated L–R: J Wills, E Arndt, J Fouché, A Montalto (Captain), D Condes, J Mitchell, K McKenna 
 First Row L–R: T Mahan, D Manley, A Pretorius, W Prinsloo, G Lightning, J Venn, V Schutte, S Windt 
Second Row L–R: J Ongley, J van der Merwe, K Trollip, J Banyard, F Potgieter, R Gillesen, A Badenhorst

Third Row L–R: Mrs B Nel (Assistant MIC), C Pretorius, D Snyckers, O Mahan, BJ Laubscher, Mrs A Bolduc (MIC)
Absent: C Arendse, G ten Krooden, M Wessels, R Wessels
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The Pros of Virtual Meets: Less Stress
Swimming can often be seen as an individual sport, 
as swimmers have all the control in the world over 
what happens in their lane. Sometimes, though, with 
in-person meets, it can be easy to focus too much on 
what competitors and even fellow teammates are 
doing in the race. With virtual meets, it is easier for 
swimmers to focus on their own race plan and stick 
to it, with minimal panic. Feeling pressure can be 
daunting for a lot of swimmers, and virtual meets 
can help to curb this anxiety.

A Broader Audience
Virtual swim meets may have little or no audiences, 
but if live-streamed, anyone can watch the footage. 
Family members who live far away, for example, 
now have the capability to watch the swim meets 
while they perhaps never could before. 

Safety
While virtual meets have their downsides, they 
provide safety measures that standard meets could 
not. Remaining socially distant and wearing masks 
are crucial during a pandemic, and thanks to virtual 
meets, both safety and competition are still possible.

The Cons of Virtual Meets:
Networking Opportunities
Although swim meets, for the most part, include 
staring at the bottom of the pool while perhaps 
keeping an eye on your competition, they can 
also provide a good chance for swimmers to 
acquaint themselves with competitors and catch 
up with friends from opposing teams. With virtual 
competition, this is simply impossible.

Less Revenue
One of the best ways for swim teams to fundraise 
is through the hosting of home competitions. 
Admission fees, concessions, t-shirt sales and 
more are no longer an option while virtual. Other 
fundraising opportunities in the community are also 
limited during this time. 

Lack of Authentic Competition
While it’s nice to be able to have a way to compete 
against other teams, one can’t simulate the experience 
of racing someone who is physically swimming 
alongside. One is essentially left to imagine an 
opponent pushing one to the next lap or finish, 
all in one’s head, prior to comparing times. This 
can certainly be a drag as one can’t have the same 
adrenaline rush that comes with an epic showdown 
to the finish with another swimmer. Without that 
extra push, one may well not reach the same level of 
performance one would otherwise have.

Lack of Motivators
The absence of supporters is another disadvantage 
that comes with virtual meets. Having family and 
friends in the stands cheering one on can provide 
all sorts of confidence as one knows they have 
one’s back. Without having this motivation, mental 
toughness comes into play as one needs to find that 
hunger to still swim a great race. 

An Empty Audience
One of the strangest differences between 
competitions with fans and ones without is 
the contrast in atmosphere. When major sports 
including professional soccer, basketball, football, 
etc. resumed competition throughout 2020 with 
new protocols, it was very strange to not hear fans. 
So strange, in fact, that artificial fan “noise” could 
be heard across sports broadcasts to avoid the 
awkwardness of silence. Swimming virtual meets is 
no different, with its absence of fans.

Just about anybody would agree that having 
meets in-person with other competitors is far more 
exciting and enjoyable than swimming in isolation. 
In-person meets are something that we all took for 
granted until Covid hit. While it may be a strange 
and disappointing situation, however, it is crucial to 
make the most of what’s possible. 

It is also of utmost importance to show gratitude 
to friends, families, and coaches, who are all doing 
their best to support swimmers in any way possible 
during this challenging time. 

1.  A Solomon House boy swimming for his house during the Inter-
House Championships

2.  Mrs Krugel officiating at the Inter-House Championships

1.

2.
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Tennis
Coach's Report
In another Covid-ravaged year, the tennis players 
had to cope with a further stop-start season. The 
School Championships were played early in the year 
but unfortunately the traditional finals evening was 
cancelled. Therefore, the senior trophy was shared 
between Colby Paxinos and Anrich de Kock and the 
junior trophy was shared between Roche Pia and 
Daniel de Villiers. 

We completed only a handful of GN league matches. 
Fortunately the seniors did get the opportunity to 
participate in the Kearsney College Festival and the 
Saints Mini-Festival, with the juniors playing in the 
Pretoria Schools National 15 Festival. The players 
trained very hard (often off the school grounds) for 
these events and were great ambassadors for the school 
with their sportsmanship, attitude and manners. 

Boys High tennis would like to thank Mrs Bianca 
Nel, Mr Chris Davies and other staff for their help 
with league fixtures and the running of the Social 
Club. We hope and trust that 2022 will be free 
of Covid restrictions so that the boys will have a 
regular season and enjoy all the events on offer in 
the Boys High tennis programme. 

Gerald Stoffberg 
Coach

Senior Tennis Team

Seated L–R: W Scott, C de Kock, Mr G Stoffberg (Coach), S Steyn (Captain), C Paxinos
First Row L–R: I Alusala, A de Kock, A Ristic

Jarryd Camacho reaching up for his serve
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Captain’s Report
I was very honoured to be chosen as the 2021 1st Team 
Tennis Captain. It has always been a dream of mine to 
be able to play 1st Team Tennis for Boys High. Needless 
to say, being the captain, was an experience I will 
never forget. Going into the new year and awaiting 
tennis season, we were all extremely excited for all 
the tournaments and festivals we would be taking 
part in. Unfortunately, Covid had other ideas. Even 
though there was uncertainty whether we would 
play any matches or tournaments this year, the team 
always held their heads high. 

Fortunately, we were able to take part in the 
annual Kearsney College Festival to celebrate their 
100th Anniversary. I was incredibly proud of how 
the team performed throughout the whole festival. 
Even though we finished 7th out of 8 schools, the 
team was always motived and gave its all, no matter 
how tough the opposition was. 

A massive thank you to Mr Stoffberg and Mrs 
Botes for making the Kearsney College Festival 
possible. Soon after this festival, we lost two of our 
1st Team players but we pushed on despite the loss 
and improved as much as we possibly could. 

After much convincing from Mr Stoffberg, the 
1st Team was allowed to play in the Saint Stithians 
Sportsfest, which was our second, as well as last 
festival of the year. In the end, Boys High lost very 
narrowly to Saint Stithians. Despite this marginal 

loss, I was incredibly proud of how well the whole 
team played and of our results. Everyone gave it 
their all and I know that we left some Boys High 
Magic on those courts! 

This amazing year would not have been possible 
without the incredible support and dedication of Mr 
Stoffberg, Mrs Muller and Mrs Botes. Mr Stoffberg 
has been a massive inspiration to me, as well as to 
the whole team. He continuously motivated the 
team never to give up and always to give our all. 
Even through the difficult Covid parts of the year, he 
made sure that everyone was practising and that we 
were coping. He always found time to support me 
and our whole team. 

I would also like to say a special thanks to Mrs 
Muller and Mrs Botes. Even though we knew that 
Mrs Muller could not join us at the festivals, she 
still showed her undying support to the 1st Team. 
Mrs Botes played a big role in the team and always 
showed her support, even when things got tough. 
I will always be grateful to these three mentors for 
what they have contributed and their support. It 
was truly an honour. 

I wish Boys High Tennis the best of luck. May 
they continue to excel in the years to come. 

Stephen-John Steyn 
Captain

1.  Daniel de Villiers is amazed by the spin on his serve
2.  Total focus from Neil Ehlers
3.  Perfect balance from Stefan Schlenther on his backhand

1.

2.

3.
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Water Polo
Water Polo 1st Team
2021 was a year of highs and lows for the 1st Water 
Polo Team. Both Terms 1 and 4 were difficult after 
such a disruptive 2020, with the team having to play 
catch up on the lost practice time, as well as adapting 
to new players in the team.

The Term 1 team, with the 2021 matrics involved, 
took a bit of time to adapt to the new game plan and 
structure that had been implemented. The team went 
through a bit of turmoil during the initial stages, but 
once they understood and implemented the game 
plan, the water polo on display was of an incredibly 
high quality. The sad part for the team was that the 
pandemic was still around and we unfortunately 
had only one official game against Affies. The team 
played some excellent water polo and won the game 
convincingly. The season was over, but the team was 
focused on the SACS Tournament in Cape Town in 
October after the off-season.

However, this was where the biggest 
disappointment of the year arose. The pandemic 
was still causing upheavals, particularly in Gauteng, 
and the fears of a player getting the virus or the team 
being affected by being close contacts meant that the 
decision not to tour to the SACS Tournament had to 
be made in the best interest of the team and the staff. 
The disappointment of the matrics was one of the 
most heart-breaking experiences I have dealt with 
as a water polo coach. Losses hurt in any sport, but 
telling a group of young men that something they 
had been building towards for five years was not 
going to happen was a million times worse. This 
was the end of the road for the matrics and their 
water polo careers at school.

I would like to discuss the matrics who played the 
biggest role in the 2021 year.

Dyllan Condes: the captain of the team. I could not 
have asked for a better leader for the 1st Team when 
I took over as coach. Physically one of the stronger 
players in the water, an incredibly powerful and 
accurate shot and a prime example of leading by 
example in practices and in games. Dyllan gave 
absolutely everything to the team, and is by far one 
of the best young men that I have had the privilege 
to coach.

Kian Kurz: a powerful center back who gave trouble 
to any and every player who tried to come into the 
hole. His dominance in defense would cause any team 
problems and make them resort to other attacking 
options as he would give no room to any center 
forward. Like Dyllan, his shot was outstanding and 

the threat of having him on the outside, shooting, 
caused issues for every goalkeeper he faced.

Matthew Gall: the motivator of the team. When 
fitness training got tough – the hell sets, the 
gruelling leg work – Matthew was the man you 
wanted around. Encouraging those around him 
constantly with a short “Come on boys”, or his 
random infamous shout, he always got the boys to 
push through the barrier of giving up. In the games, 
he was always someone who could be relied on to 
calm the game down and get the team to refocus. 
Strong and nuggety, his understanding of the game 
kept the team in line, no matter the situation.

Jean Robinson: our wall in the goals. Jean could 
read the opposition with some of the best in his 
age group. He had the uncanny knack of being 
able to be in the right position and pulling off some 
spectacular saves. On top of that, he was difficult to 
score past from a penalty – a thankless position that 
Jean embraced and made his own in the 1st Team.

Byron Andrew: the quiet player in the water but this 
just made him a silent assassin. He had an incredible 
turn of pace and often got away from the opposition 
when there was a change of possession. Due to this, 
he was incredibly tough to play against down the left 
hand side of the pool, scoring many counter attack 
goals and making many assists. He controlled the 
game for the team on the left and this gave his team 
mates time and freedom to play their natural game.

Lonwabo Mankanku: dependable on the right 
and a tough player to break down, he controlled 
the game on the right for the team, but his strength 
was his knowledge and reading of the game. He 
was incredibly difficult to overcome on defense 
and many teams who considered themselves as an 
attacking threat, suffered on his side of the pool. 
A hard worker who would not slow down for one 
second in a game.

Josh Fouche: One of the top three shooters coming 
off the bench who took a bit of time to gain in 
confidence. His shots early on in the season were 
only denied by great saves from the opposition 
keeper, and this caused Josh to question himself and 
his abilities – but against Affies he broke his scoring 
duck and you could see his self-confidence grow 
from that point on. His incredibly long arms made 
him a handful to play against and he caused issues 
for any attacker trying to score past him.
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Wandre Prinsloo: Wandre was always on the cusp 
of making the team, and was in a good position 
to be involved for the SACS Tournament which, 
unfortunately, was not meant to be. He was our leftie 
in the squad who brought an attacking threat on the 
right hand side. He gave absolutely everything he 
had and progressed massively throughout the year. 
An outstanding team player who only wanted what 
was best for his team mates.

With the matrics’ hopes of SACS dashed, a new 
team of Grade 11s and 10s was formed. Team is an 
overstatement though, with Term 4 operating as 
more of a squad system with trying to find the best 
combinations. With a core, and many fringe players, 
the team went through a tricky start to their 1st Team 
career. Adapting to new players meant that the team 
had to endure some difficult results, but the goal was 
never about results, but rather the team’s progress.

The team started off with a pre-season festival 
taking place at KES. It soon became apparent that 
we had a lot of work to do if we wanted to get the 
results that we knew we were capable of. With all 
results going against us, the team displayed glimpses 

of good water polo, but could not consistently keep 
it going and this cost us in all games.

Following this, the team got their heads down 
and pushed harder at every training session. They 
gave up the majority of their very short holiday in 
October to do a training camp, and then take part in a 
small festival hosted at the school over the weekend 
before school started for Term 4. They were much 
improved and won all their games against the other 
schools, except for a team we would face again in the 
future, St Benedict’s.

Following the success of the festival, the team 
was in high spirits. However, the lack of a holiday 
break took its toll on the team and it was clear that 
fatigue was an issue in training in the week of the 
first Saturday fixture. They had to play two games, 
one against St Alban’s and then a rematch against St 
Benedict’s. Against St Alban’s, the team just never 
got going and frustratingly lost a game that could 
have gone either way. They were static on attack and 
struggled to follow the defensive game plan. After 
this disappointment, they took on St Benedict’s, 
desperate for revenge. In arguably the best defensive 
performance of the season, they shut down a strong 

Seated L–R: B Andrew, M Gall, D Condes (Captain), K Kurz van der Linde, J Robinson
First Row L–R: L Mankanku, B Prins, J Fouché, F Potgieter 

Second Row L–R: Mr JP Dumas (Coach), C Neser, Mr F Louw (Director)

1st Water Polo Team
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St Benedict’s attack and the game ended in a 3–3 
draw. This was a fair result with an outstanding 
defensive display, but a lack of confidence on attack.

Next up was the Stayers Tournament, and with a 
group consisting of an incredibly strong St Stithians 
team, Grey Bloem, St Peter’s and Kingswood College, 
the goal was set early to finish in the Top 2 places for 
automatic or a play-off chance to make the quarter-
finals. The team was outclassed by St Stithians who 
were worthy winners. Next up was Grey Bloem in a 
must win game which got off to a fantastic start with 
the team scoring early and holding a 1–0 lead going 
into the 2nd chukka. However, a common issue crept 
in: small mistakes and poor decision-making cost us 
and the team could not put together a good enough 
attack for the remaining 3 chukkas and ended up 
losing 1–4.

The following morning, the team faced St Peter’s 
in a must win game. We started well with both sides 
putting some good attacks together. As the game 
wore on, fitness played its part in our decision-
making against some of the opposition’s top players 
and cost us the game. We ended up losing 4–6. 
Morale was low, and a poor performance against 
Kingswood College ending in a draw, meant that 
the team finished 4th in the group. As a team, we had 
failed to reach our objective, and this was the lowest 
point of the season.

Our next game was a play-off game against 
St Benedict’s whom we had failed to beat in our 
previous two attempts. This play-off game was 
arguably our game of the season. Our defense was 
once again outstanding, but this time we converted 
our chances and ended up victorious with a 5–3 
win. The team showed what it was capable of and 
followed a game plan. However, in the following 
two games, we could not repeat this and lost to both 
St David’s and St Alban’s: a disappointing end to a 
disappointing Stayers Tournament.

Our final few games of the season saw us playing 
Jeppe, Parktown and St John’s, with the team getting 

only one win from the final three games against 
Parktown. The team continued to show moments 
of good water polo, but in a sport that requires 
100% intensity and focus, a team can’t expect to 
win without playing consistently: a difficult lesson 
for a young team, but a learning experience for all 
involved and one that we will overcome.

I am confident the team can, and will, improve 
during the course of next year. There is no doubt in 
my mind that this group of young men is incredibly 
talented. They need to improve on the mental side 
of the sport. Water polo is considered the toughest 
sport in the world by many, with the toll it takes on 
a player physically, mentally and emotionally. It is a 
cruel reality of the sport that the mental side of the 
game plays such a big role in a team’s performance, 
and I truly believe that as a team, the 1st Team will 
overcome this and 2022 will see them improve in 
leaps and bounds.

I would like to thank the players for their effort 
and commitment this year. I know it was not the 
season that they and I had hoped for, but their 
commitment and passion motivated me and I will 
never stop believing in these young men. Remember 
boys, as a team, you will do incredible things. Keep 
supporting one another, keep learning, and keep 
working hard.

Finally, and most importantly to me, I would like 
to thank our Director of Water Polo, the assistant 
coach of the 1st Team, and my friend, Mr Ferdi Louw, 
for his incredible guidance throughout the season. 
Mr Louw always saw the positives and kept the 
team and me grounded when we needed it most. 
His knowledge of the sport is incredible and I know 
that with him at the helm of the sport, water polo at 
Pretoria Boys High school will grow from strength 
to strength next year.

All the best for 2022, Chipmunks!

JP Dumas
Coach

Waterpolo

Levi Bartz with ball in hand Adam Prinsloo scanning the pool 
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This season I had the privilege of coaching the 2nd 

Team. We faced some challenges due to the Covid 
pandemic and the lack of games due to restrictions. 
This saw us playing only one game is Term 1 and 
losing 1–7 to Affies. 

The start of Term 4 brought new hope as 
restrictions were easing which resulted in the boys’ 
spirits being lifted and them being fired up for the 
season ahead. After a gruelling trials week, the 2nd 
Team faced a big challenge with their first round-
robin fixture at St Alban’s. They faced off against 
four schools that day and managed to secure two 
wins and two losses, beating St Benedict’s (4–2) and 
St Alban’s (5–2), losing to a strong St John’s side  
(3–10) and a close game against Affies (4–5). After 
that weekend we decided our goal for the term was 
to claim the top 2nd Team spot in Pretoria by beating 
both St Alban’s and Affies. 

The following week we had a chance to accomplish 
this goal by facing off against Affies again and after 
a tight game, we ended up drawing the game (5–5). 
This fired up the boys and they brought the heat 
during training in preparation for our third game 

against Affies that weekend. We played at Affies 
and the boys played brilliantly and after yet another 
tough game, managed to secure a (7–6) win. This 
made us the best 2nd Team in Pretoria. This gave the 
boys impetus to end off the season by beating Jeppe 
(4–0).

The success of this team will have to be due to the 
backbone and last line of defense, and our captain, 
Jason van Schalkwyk, who performed exceptionally 
in the goals. Other senior players who contributed 
to the success were Joshua Venn, Paolo Bevilacqua 
and Keil Christian. Honourable mention is made of 
Radovan Dolezal who kept the team energised and 
laughing when the going got tough. 

I had the best time coaching this team and having 
a laugh. I believe every single player in this team, 
with a little bit of hard work and dedication, can 
play for the Chipmunks. I am looking forward to 
seeing how these boys grow their polo skills and 
knowledge.

Deon Schürmann
Coach

Water Polo 2nd Team

Water Polo 3rd Team
Although this season was short, the 3rd Team played 
hard and was constantly trying to improve. They 
played as a team and each player knew that to win 
they had to work together. The results of the season 
clearly showed the improvement of the team and 
all the players in it. There were often new faces 
as players moved into the 2nd Team. Although the 
initial games of the season were a bit of a wakeup 
call, James White, Ethan Butler, Kai Bakker, Broden 
Exter, Gareth MacDonald and Kaelin Chetty worked 
diligently to greatly improve their water polo as well 
as push their teammates to improve and succeed. 

Throughout the season the only thing that 
Josh Naude wanted was to score a goal as keeper. 
However, after the last fixture on 6 November, the 
team agreed that he still needed to work on his 
passing. 

Coaching this team was an absolute pleasure. I am 
proud of each and every one of you and hope that 
Landa Seti will be on time for your next practice!

Simon Holliday
Coach

Byron Andrew passing the ball 1st Team players during a strategy team talk
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Water Polo
Water Polo 4th Team
2021 will be remembered by different people for a 
number of different reasons. I for one, will remember 
it as a period of excitement and personal growth as 
this was my first season as a water polo coach. We 
started the year with the hope that the difficult times 
were behind us and that we would be able to carry 
on as normal. Little did we know that we would 
have to struggle through another difficult year. 

The disappointment that followed the cancellation 
of most of the rugby season hung thick in the air 
as boys moved on to their summer sports. I truly 
believe that in any other school, a polo season would 
be near impossible but with the enthusiasm and 
guidance of Mr Louw, the Director of Water Polo, 
our boys put up and pitched up. The commitment 
that was shown was second to none. Even when the 
boys knew that they might not have a fixture on a 
specific weekend, they trained hard and always had 
time for a good laugh.

Having said that, the 4th Team did manage to play 
in three official fixtures and one internal fixture. Our 
first game saw us take on a talented and well drilled 
Affies outfit that outlasted us in the pool and came 
out 6–1 winners. After this fixture, it was apparent 
that our conditioning was not what it was supposed 
to be. The boys put their heads down and worked 

incredibly hard on improving their fitness. 
Our second fixture was a very entertaining game 

against an Old Boys side filled with talented and 
experienced players. The value of these fixtures is 
seriously underrated and the lessons learned in the 
pool that day were invaluable. Unfortunately we 
were unable to match the Old Boys physically and 
lost the game 6–13. 

Our final fixture for the season saw us up against 
the Old Boys again. This time however, the Old Boys 
took it upon themselves to make this a learning 
opportunity for all involved and mixed the teams. 
This allowed the youngsters to play next to and learn 
from experienced players. It was an entertaining 
experience and one that will not be forgotten.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
boys for their commitment and positive attitude 
throughout the season. I thoroughly enjoyed 
working with each and every one of you. Thank you 
must also go to Mr Louw and Mr Holliday for their 
professionalism and for guiding me and the boys 
through the season. We look forward to getting back 
into the pool next year.

Ryan O’Donoghue
Coach

1.  Fritz Potgieter scanning the pool
2.  Levi Bartz taking a shot 

3.  Daniel Manley stealing the ball
4.  Jason Van der Merwe scanning the pool

1. 2.

3. 4.
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The first part of the water polo season was not a very 
long one and due to Covid, there wasn’t a second half 
later in the year. After trials, I had very high hopes for 
the season considering the amount of talent in the team.

The season started with a very narrow loss of 7–5 
to a strong U16A St Stithians side. This sadly ended 
up being the start of a few very narrow losses that 
formed the majority of our season. 

The team continuously improved throughout the 
season which earned us three solid wins. These three 
were due to very good performances from Kaelin 
Chetty, Aiden Reyneke, Sebastian Papaikonomou 
and the team’s captain, Tegan Hatton-Jones. 

One of the highlights of the season was when we 
beat the PBHS 4th team in a Wednesday fixture. It 
was an extremely close game, but thanks to a very 
convincing hat-trick by Kaelin Chetty, we ended up 
edging a win by one goal.

I would like to thank each boy that played for me. 
Thank you for all the respect that I was shown – I 
really appreciate the fun and laughs that we had. I 
really had a great time coaching you and I am very 
excited to see what each of you has in store.

All the best and thank you all very much for the 
season!

Ryan Muller
Coach

Water Polo U16A
Choosing a team is more than writing down a few 
names…

I will never forget the look on each of the team 
members’ faces when I called them aside, having 
just announced the team, and asked them: “Why do 
you think I have chosen you to be in the U16A Water 
Polo side?” The players all stood there, stunned. I 
am sure many of them had their doubts about me as 
a coach. I was new to Pretoria Boys High and I am a 
young staff member. Nonetheless, the players soon 
realised that I had a unique skill set which combined 
with experience, resulted in discipline and structure.

I am eternally grateful for their commitment 
towards the season. They grew from boys to men 
regarding their individual player skill set. They 
motivated each other in the pool and they never 
complained about my ridiculous fitness sessions. 
Soon, these players would reap the rewards.

A match that really stood out for me was our 
first match against Affies. These players had never 
won a match against Affies before. Worried glances 
were shared, tensions were high, and doubt was 
overwhelming. After the first goal was scored by 

us, within the first 2 minutes of the match, I saw a 
completely different team come to life. The players 
were now a team – filled with confidence and 
tenacity. 

Even though every single player grew immensely 
in the 2020 season – one player truly stuck out for 
me, Fritz Potgieter. Initially, I was hesitant to select 
Fritz as a member of my team. He lacked confidence 
and this, in turn, made it seem as if he did not want 
to play the game. However, this young man proved 
me wrong. The day Fritz gained confidence, it was 
clear that a beast had been unleashed. Not only were 
his shots accurate and powerful, but his swimming, 
communication and passing was that of a mature 
and seasoned player. 

I am an incredibly proud coach, proud of every 
single team member. They lost only one match – 
closely I must add – and triumphed in the rest. I 
cannot wait to see how they mature even more in 
their future water polo seasons.

Roxy Meaker
Coach

Water Polo U16B 

1.  Jason Van der Merwe passing the ball 
2.  Joshua Le Roux passing the ball

1.

2.
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2021 was a frustrating season for the U16C and D 
Teams. The season was curtailed due to Covid and 
we ended up only playing internal games. Training 
was restricted too since there were limitations on 
physical contact. Nevertheless, the attitude of the 
boys was positive. I think that, after 2020, they were 
happy to play any form of sport.

Our numbers increased steadily over the course of 
the short season. Coaching at this level reminds me 
of why I started teaching in the first place. Working 
with boys who play sport for the love of it and learn 
the lessons of commitment, teamwork, hard work 
and self-discipline is a fulfilling experience. To watch 
the mix of characters and personalities working 
together towards a common goal is gratifying.

There was a significant improvement in skill 
levels and a greater understanding of the game was 
evident. A number of boys earned a call up to higher 
teams which is pleasing.

I would like to thank my co-coach, Mr 
O’Donoghue, for his efforts and input. I would 
also like to thank the boys for their endless 
enthusiasm and energy. I got as much out of the 
season as you did.

I look forward seeing these fine young men 
progress, both in and out of the polo pool, in years 
to come.

CA McBride and R O’Donoghue
Coaches

Water Polo
Water Polo U16C and 16D

Water Polo U15A
2021 was an interesting year of water polo for the 
boys, affected by the pandemic yet again.

Term 1 consisted mainly of a fixture against Affies 
as well as internal games. The boys did well and 
had a solid couple of weeks, beating very strong 
archrivals Affies in the process. Momentum was 
building before the winter sports break, and the 
boys were keen to push on.

While training hard during the off season, the 
boys worked hard on improving their individual 
skill sets to prepare for the delayed season, only 
starting in Term 4.

Term 4 finally came, and it was time to test all the 
hard work the boys did. The fixtures this term were 
all tough fixtures for the boys, consisting of top water 
polo schools. The season was also accompanied by 
Bush School, which meant we lost a few players for 
a few games too.

The results were not what the boys wanted, but 
they did give their all every game, something I can 
only be thankful for and proud of, this is a talented 
group of water polo players, and I’m sure with a full 
uninterrupted season, they will only grow, improve 
and showcase their talents.

Summary of results are as follows:
Term 1:
vs Affies   Won 7–4
Term 4:
vs St Alban’s  Lost 11–1
vs St John’s   Lost 13–3

vs St Benedict’s   Lost 6–2
vs Affies  Lost 7–1
vs Affies   Lost 11–1
vs Jeppe   Lost 5–4
vs Grey Kollege  Lost 9–0
vs St John’s   Lost 13–3
vs Parktown   Won 6–5

Boys who represented the A-Team proudly this 
year:
Erik Steenkamp  Daniel Roussot 
Stephen Adams  Rickus Wessels
Jarryd Camacho Panyiotis Ellinas
Ruben Stein  Luke Egen 
Jason Leslie  Ruard Booysen  
Ryan Griffin  Jack Funston
Matthew Moorehouse Troy Hussey  
Jared Greef  Sebastian Spiwark 
Strato Malliaros  Jonathan Le Roux
Greg Kandrialides

To all the boys that represented the A-Team this 
season, I thank them, I thank them for all the hard 
work and determination they brought with them to 
practices and matches, I thank them for the fun, the 
jokes the laughs, it was never a dull moment with 
these boys, and I look forward to seeing what this 
talented group of players will continue to achieve in 
the future. Thank you

Dylan Goosen
Coach
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My tenure at Pretoria Boys was one that set the bar 
very high. For a young coach it is sometimes difficult 
to discipline and train players correctly, but that was 
not the case at all under the excellent management of 
Mr Louw. There was a clear-cut training programme 
that was designed to help the players reach their full 
potential, but also a good amount of space so each 
coach was able to train a team in the way he saw best. 

I had the honour of working with Ms Meaker 
who is a excellent example of a dedicated and 
hardworking coach as she often looked out for me 
and helped me explain the drills if I did not follow 
them because I played keeper for most of my water 
polo career. With regard to the boys, they are all fine 

young gentleman with unimaginable potential. They 
are in excellent physical condition, no doubt because 
of the extraordinary PE and conditioning they get 
before training, but also because of the work they 
put in behind closed doors. I also worked with the 
U16B team who regrettably were not able to show 
their full strength due to the lack of game time they 
got due to Covid. The two keepers I trained showed 
great potential. I hope their best years are ahead of 
them as they represent the mighty PBHS 1st Team in 
hotly contested matches.

Matthew Du Plessis
Coach

Water Polo U15B

The U15C Water Polo Team of 2021 personified 
determination and resilience and participated 
because of pure love for the game. The season was 
split over two terms, Term 1 and Term 4. 

We have learnt to accept disruption and 
uncertainty during the past two years and these 
were once again the order of the day during the 2021 
water polo season. As a result of the ever-changing 
COVID regulations, planning and preparation were 
very difficult. This, however, did not deter the U15C 
water polo players.

When the season started, a smaller than normal 
group of boys congregated for the first practice 
of the season. The few boys who were at the first 
practice started at full pace and soon the word 
spread about the enjoyment and fun to be had at the 
water polo pool. The numbers quickly grew and a 
strong C-team could be selected.

The first few games were against internal 
opponents: U15B, U14B and U14C. These games 
were great for the development of each player and 
their skill increased almost exponentially. The game 
against the U15Bs was tough and provided a huge 
learning curve for the boys. This game could almost 
be seen as a second round of trials and after the 
games, some of the U15C team players were asked 
to join the B Team. Although the U14B and C Team 
games were a little bit easier, they also provided the 
U15 C Team players with a valuable opportunity to 
help the junior boys in developing their skills and 
knowledge of water polo. Unfortunately, there were 
not any external games during the first term, but 
the boys finished strong, especially considering the 

disruptive start! 
The start Term 4 ushered in the much anticipated 

second half of the season, but again it was 
characterized by a low turnout. This time around, 
Bush School had resumed and a lot of boys took 
the opportunity to go to this once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. Although it was not an ideal situation, 
the remaining boys rallied, worked hard and even 
went out and recruited players during breaks and 
soon we had enough players to put together a 
competitive team.

After a fast and furious season in Term 4 which 
only lasted four weeks, the season culminated in a 
final match against our traditional rivals, Affies. We 
were definitely the underdogs and no-one gave us a 
chance. However, in the pool it was a different story. 
Boys High guts and magic were clearly evident. The 
boys did not stand back an inch and “punched” well 
above their weight. Although we lost the game 3–5, 
the score could have been so different. Two goals 
were dis-allowed because of small tactical errors 
and another shot hit the crossbar. 

I would like to thank every player for their 
commitment and determination during the year. As 
always, it is a privilege to work with such amazing 
young men.

I would also like to thank Mr Ferdi Louw, our 
Director of Water Polo for the hard work and interest 
he has shown in all the teams and his continued 
dedication to Water Polo at PBHS.

Nick Adendorf and Jocelyn Tucker 
Coaches 

Water Polo U15C
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Water Polo

1.  Levi Bartz stealing the ball from his opposing player
2.  Randy Muzungu attempting a save 
3.  Randy Muzungu after saving a shot
4. Jason Van Der Merwe bokking 
5.  Daniel Manley taking a shot
6.  Daniel Manley passing the ball
7.  Adam Prlnsloo defending a Jeppe player

1.

2. 3.

4. 5.

6. 7.
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Water Polo U14A
2021 was a steep learning curve for the U14A Water 
Polo Team. Although we were only able to have a 
shortened season in Term 4, the boys did very well 
to improve their skills and constantly build their 
knowledge about the game. 

The season kicked off with a thrilling “Triangular” 
at St Benedict’s, where we played three games in one 
morning. Our opponents for the morning were St 
John’s, St Benedict’s and St Alban’s. It was a tough 
outing for the PBHS U14As, as we lost all three our 
matches by quite a substantial margin. The boys 
were gutted to start the season off without a win, 
however, I was impressed by their maturity and the 
high expectations they had set for themselves. This 
was certainly not a feeling which they wanted to 
experience for the rest of the season, and the team 
committed to improving themselves going forward. 

One of the key areas identified where the boys 
were not quite up to standard was their swimming 
fitness. The team already had a good understanding 
of the tactics and the finer skills of playing water 
polo, but their inability to match the other teams 
when it came to swimming up and down the pool 
prevented them from playing in accordance with 
said tactics. As a result, Tuesday afternoons were 
dedicated to fitness. Despite becoming fitter on a 
weekly basis, the absolute terror in the boys’ eyes 
when it was announced that “Boys, today we are 
going to goof!” showed just how demanding the 
sport of water polo is (“goof” is a term that has been 
used over many years at Boys High as slang for 
“swim” – a futile attempt to lighten the mood when 
it comes to a dreaded fitness session). However, 
despite the intensity of these sessions, the boys 
always “emptied the tank” and approached each 
session with gusto.

The second, and toughest, fixture of the season 
was against Affies. Playing a sporting fixture against 
Affies in their backyard is never easy, and the boys 
learned a tough lesson that day. Although the result 
was absolutely gutting, the team became aware that 
there was still a lot of work to be done if we were 
to compete with the other top water polo schools 
around us. 

What followed was the best week of training 
which I have every witnessed with this group. 
Despite the heavy loss the weekend before, there was 
a positive energy in the camp and the boys looked 
sharp in the pool. Their fitness was improving, and 
the skills were becoming silkier by the day. The boys 
were beginning to understand what water polo is 
all about – GRIT! There was something different 
in the air during our final Thursday practice. 
Everything was looking sharp. Our tactical set-up 

was strong and our communication was good. The 
boys were desperate for their first win of the season, 
and a determined Boys High boy is a dangerous 
specimen…

A sunny Saturday in Pretoria brough about our 
third fixture against Jeppe, in our first home fixture 
for the season. Co-incidentally, this was the first time 
since the lockdown started in 2020 where spectators 
were allowed to attend matches again. The stage 
was set for an enthralling match… Playing at home, 
against a traditional rival, in front of parents and 
fellow Boys High boys for the first time in over a year. 

What followed was one of the tensest, yet most 
enjoyable games of sport which I have ever had the 
privilege of coaching. Boys High dominated the first 
two chukkas, as Jeppe struggled to get in the game 
after arriving late due to transport issues, and we 
led by four goals at the end of the second chukka. 
The boys were warned during the half-time talk 
that Jeppe now had the time to settle, and would 
come out of the blocks hard at the start of the third 
chukka. And they did just that. Suddenly, we found 
ourselves only leading by one goal, with one chukka 
to play. However, as I said earlier, a determined 
Boys High boy is dangerous. Despite being on 
energy reserves, the boys managed to score a couple 
of goals and ended up clinching the win. It was an 
immense result and one which I believe showcased 
the true potential of this group. I encourage the boys 
to remember the energy which they brought to this 
match, and to carry it with them during the rest of 
their Boys High careers.

Unfortunately, our final fixture for the term did 
not end on a high note with losses at home to Grey 
College and St Alban’s. It never is easy to end a 
season with a loss, but it is important to take a step 
back and acknowledge just how far the boys have 
come this year. Most of the boys had never even held 
a water polo ball before coming into Form I, not to 
mention playing three full games a day against the 
top water polo schools in the country. 

As with anything in life, success and results 
are important. We all love winning, and Pretoria 
Boys High is not a school that accepts mediocrity. 
However, I believe results are only part and parcel of 
representing Boys High. It is vital that I highlight just 
how much the boys improved when one compares 
them from the beginning of the year to the end of the 
Term 4 season. There was an improvement across 
the board, from skills, to fitness and physicality. 
Each boy brought something different to the table, 
and every effort was noticed.

Kieron Potgieter, Adam van Heerden and 
Jean-Prieur du Plessis knocked the door down 
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Water Polo
to move up from the B Team to the A Team, and 
never ceased to be some of the hardest workers 
in the team. Marthinus Wessles was never too 
tired to give me just one more minute in the pool, 
often pushing himself far past his limits. Rheece 
Holman was a monster in defence as our center-
back, always punching above his weight when it 
came to containing bigger opponents. Our fetches, 
Tristan Vorster, Matthew Nash and Matthew 
Cassel were absolute workhorses when it came to 
swimming up and down the pool. Junior Nkgapele 
and Grant Lightening were faster than most of 
their opponents, which was vital in winning the 
ball in swim-offs and setting up goals for the team. 
Nils Pabst developed a deadly and powerful shot 
that, coupled with his size, will become extremely 
dangerous in the future. Dale Griffin’s physicality 
was a vital asset in tiring out opponents and 
shifting momentum in our favour when needed. 
Last, but not least, our goalkeeper, Keanu Neveling, 
had a constant desire to improve himself that will 
develop him into one of the best goalkeepers in the 
school in the future. Well done boys!

In conclusion, I believe that the greatest 

achievement of this team was the way in which they 
carried themselves. These boys showed us week 
in-week out, that they will never fail to adhere to 
the core values of the school when they don the 
colours of Red, White and Green. I can say with 
absolute certainty that our boys were an example 
to all at every fixture they attended. They looked 
smart, had impeccable manners and showed true 
sportsmanship. They were gracious in defeat and 
humble in victory. That is, in the greater context 
of life at the school, more important than any 
scoreboard can ever be. 

The 2021 U14A Water Polo team can be proud of 
themselves. They are a very coachable group, and 
their never say die attitude can only bring them 
success in the future. It was a pleasure to be a part 
of this team and I look forward to watching the boys 
grow in the coming years. I encourage the boys to 
continue learning about the game and to constantly 
stive to improve themselves in order to reach the 
high potential which we know they have.

Sheldon Paro
Coach

1st Team players supporting their team mates
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Water Polo U14B
The beginning of the season had a difficult start. 
The boys were all new to water polo but showed 
a lot of passion and willingness to learn the sport. 
We practised hard but unfortunately didn’t have 
games for them to show their newly learnt skills. 
We had one game against Affies at the end of 
the season. The boys gave their all and played 
extremely well. 

The end of the year came and the boys were even 
more excited to play. We had more games against 
good water polo schools and the boys played their 
hardest and showed their “Boys High” passion. 
My team has definitely matured and shown a keen 
interest in the sport. There is huge potential. I must 

commend: Heinrich Niebühr for his hard work at 
centre back, saving us many times; Ralf Schoeman 
for his great effort at centre forward, scoring goals 
and putting us in the lead; Patrice Mwilambwe for 
his outstanding effort at keeper and for keeping the 
boys motivated. The highlight of the season for me 
and the boys was our thrilling game against Jeppe 
which was very close. Everyone pulled together to 
ensure we got the win. Well done, boys. Thank you 
for the season and good luck in the coming years in 
the water polo pool!

Liam McKenzie
Coach

Water Polo U14C and 14D
There is something truly special about working with 
boys who play sport purely for fun. This year Liam 
McKenzie, Ryan Townsend and I were treated to 
this privilege. The U14C team consisted of a strong 
bunch of Boys High boys. Even in such a year, the 
boys still attended practice with full commitment 
and dedication. They worked hard, trained hard 
and played even harder! There were no shortcuts 
taken this year and fitness was a key component of 
our training. Upper body strength also played an 
important role in getting our boys polo fit. 

One of our most memorable practices this year 
was the second last practice when we played “no 
rules” polo and the boys laughed and enjoyed 
themselves more than I’ve seen in a very long time. 
I want to say thank you to the following boys for 

their on-going dedication to the team and I look 
forward to watching them grow at Pretoria Boys 
High School: Lincoln Coenraad, Nathan da Silva, 
Imraan De Gama, Ebrahim Abdul, Mangoba 
Khumalo, Pieter Lindeboom, Dylan Mphike, 
Matthew Russel, Nicholas Kandralides, Zander 
Pieters, Rego Mashia, Reynhardt Swarts, Rikard 
van Hoven, David Minter, Christiaan Buys, Stefan 
van der Merwe, Ruben van Nievenhuizen, De Wet 
Pieterse and Maarten Estivan.

All the best with your water polo journey, 
gentlemen. It was a honour to be your coach this 
year.

Glen Botha
Coach

Jean Robinson treading out of the water
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