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N You dot your last full stop in your last sentence 
in your last line in your last paper in your 
last exam at school. You have just completed 

twelve years of schooling. Yes, you have gained 
knowledge, but from this school, you have gained 
something more special for the future.

Good evening Mr and Mrs Schroder, honoured 
guests, members of staff, parents and the class of 
2007.

Albert Einstein once explained his ground-breaking 
theory of relativity with the following words: ‘When 
a man sits with a pretty girl for an hour, it seems like 
a minute. But let him sit on a hot stove for a minute 
and it seems longer than any hour. That’s relativity.’

To me, Boys High is like a pretty woman: we 
have been here for five years, yet it feels as if we 
have only been here for seconds. It feels as though it 
was only moments ago when we were on this very 
stage, shuffling forward, then starting to blare out 
‘500 Faces and all so strange!’ to the intimidating 
1200 faces looking back at us. But on the other hand, 
science in the last period of the day on a Friday 
seems to take hours and is that hot stove!

Indeed, this school is a metaphorical pretty woman. 
She is beautiful everywhere, she has a bustling 
personality. She makes you happy and feel special and 
the more time you spend with her, the more you like 
her. I have become very close to this pretty woman!

When I think about the supposed short time we 
have spent here, a river of memories floods my 
mind. I will miss the seemingly insignificant events 
of this school, like the shaking of the hands along the 
passageways, or the peaceful walk down from the 
koppie gate to school in the mornings. I will miss the 
fine dust flaring up from the stands from the boys 
leaping joyfully up and down after the ‘candies’ 
have scored a try. I will miss the soloist part ‘Follow 
up’ in the song ‘Forty Years On’, which has always 
brought a smile to my face. These and many other 
small moments have added to our experience at this 
school.

I will also miss the big events of the society 
meetings, train trips, tours and sport fixtures. I will 
miss the opportunity to run onto the field, whether 
it is hockey or cricket and try to defeat the likes of 
Grey and KES. I will remember the highs of beating 
College the first time this year in ten attempts and 
the lows of losing my first ever cricket game, which 
was against Affies. I will miss the six hundred odd 
assemblies that we have been part of, with the 
amazing musical performances and the rendition of 
the ‘Themes from Gladiator’ by the orchestra. Then, 
more importantly, I will miss the camaraderie and 
friendship of our class.

When war veterans are reflecting back on their times 
of hardship, they describe the camaraderie between 
the soldiers in their camp as being unparalleled to 
anything else that they have experienced. I’m sure 
this will be the same for us. Over these five years, we 
have all got to know each other well in the classroom 
and in the various sports teams and societies. So, to 
my fellow soldiers, friends, brothers, thanks for the 
bonds that we have created and the good times that 
we have shared together.

My uncle, who matriculated in 1961 at Boys High, 
always said that he never came to this school for an 
education. Although most of us have come here for an 
education, what my uncle said is probably right, and 
it is funny that it is the same now as it was forty-five 
years ago that this school has taught us amazing life 
skills and taught us how to think for ourselves. This is 
best summed up in the last lines of our school song:

‘When we know not of our destiny and our doubts 
and fears are rife, we may face it unafraid, for we’ll 
have learnt to combat life, ’tis here we learn to live.’

Boys High has also taught us the importance of 
becoming like Danie Swart, the statue on top of the 
dome who carries a rugby ball under the one hand 
and a book in the other, the perfectly balanced Boys 
High boy.

This school has indeed given us the opportunities 
to express ourselves and grow as people. But these 
opportunities and experiences would not be possible 
without our lieutenants – our teachers, coaches and 
the administrative staff and our general, Mr Schroder. 
I would like to thank all of you most sincerely, on 
behalf of our class, for all the friendship, hard work 
and dedication in making our lives more fulfilled 
and enjoyable and preparing us for the ongoing 
battle and the future. To our parents, thank you for 
supporting us and making it possible for us to attend 
this great school.

This is a time of reflection, where we are celebrating 
the good times that seem to have passed in a moment, 
but more importantly, this is a time to contemplate 
the opportunities that will arise in the future. So what 
should our mission statement be for our future?

We have only to look in our English literature work 
books to find the answer. In the poem Ulysses, Ulysses 
describes himself as a person who is in continual 
search of new experiences and knowledge. The last 
line of the poem describes his goal which we could all 
follow: ‘to strive, to seek, to find and not to yield.’

When we were travelling down to the Grahamstown 
Festival, we stopped in at the Walter Battiss Museum. 
There was a video where Battiss was describing his 
life theories. One comment that he made, that struck 
me, was that, in his life he wanted to be a great failure, 

Valediction Speech by Peter Beckwith
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Die Klas van 2007 se paadjie saam het 
begin op die 12de Januarie van 2003 met ’n 
oriënteringsweek. By dié geleentheid was 

daar, van nature, reeds ’n ingeboesemde vrees vir die 
‘Draers van Groen Dasse’, oftewel Matrieks, asook 
vir volwassenes in bollende togas onder ons groep 
te bespeur. Ons het dus aandagtig geluister na ’n 
geskiedenislesing rakende ons skoolgebou.

Nadat die koepel van die hoofgebou in 1948 af-
gebrand het, het restourasiewerk daaraan in 1953 
onder die destydse hoof, meneer Pollock, begin. Die 
kunsmeester, meneer Walter Battiss, het egter die 
voorstel gemaak om die vlagpaal wat voorheen op 
die koepel gepryk het, met ’n meer gepaste struktuur 
te vervang.

Spoedig het meneer Battiss en sy matriekklas 
begin met die beeldhouwerk aan ’n standbeeld van 
’n seun, ongekleed, wat onderskeidelik ’n bal en ’n 
geskrif onder sy arms vasklem. Die beeldhouwerk is 
in privaatheid, onder die toesig van meneer Battiss 
behartig, met ene Dan Swart as die gekose model.

Alhoewel meneer Battiss etlike male aangeraai 
is om ‘Danny Swart’ te klee, het hy geweier om sy 
kunswerk onder sensuur te plaas. Die simboliek 
van die beeld is natuurlik heel logies, deurdat dit 
die strewe na ’n gebalanseerde opvoeding binne en 
buite die klaskamer voorstel.

Die Klas van 2007 kon ten sterkste met die holistiese 
ideale waarvoor Danny Swart staan vereenselwig, en 
het die sandstene wat deur ons voorgangers hier gelê 
is geensins verlê nie, maar bloot afgeskuur om as 
duideliker baken vir toekomstige geslagte te dien.

Terwyl ons as groep in ooreenstemming met 
vorige jare op ’n besonderse hoë vlak presteer het 
op die gebiede van akademie, kultuur en sport, het 
Danny Swart per slot van sake geen baadjiesak om 
’n erekleurewapen op te werk of ’n lapel om balkies 
van materiële waarde op vas te pen nie. Daar is 
eerder morele waardes, ’n sin vir ouwerêldse hoflike 
tradisies en ’n tere respek vir ’n instansie veel groter 
as enige individu in ons harte ge-ets.

Boonop het Boys High sandsteenrotse onder ons 
voete geplaas, om sodoende nie net soos Danny 
Swart met die wêreld aan ons voete te staan nie, 
maar ook met die beste uitsig oor Pretoria, Suid-
Afrika, en inderdaad die ganse wêreld.

Dus wil ons vanaand dank betuig aan diegene 
wat met hul ewig-bollende togas ons sandstene vir 
ons reggeskuif het. Diegene wat verseker het dat 
die bal en die geskrif stewig onder ons arms geklem 
bly. Diegene wat ons groep toegelaat het om as 
draers van groen dasse ons skool te lei. Mag hul met 
toegeneentheid herinneringe oproep van die gees 
waarin ons gegroei, geleer en gelei het.

Afskeids-toespraak deur Coetzee Marais
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Nrather than a small success. Although this sounds like 
a sheer contradiction, in becoming a great failure, I 
would like to think that he meant that you should try 
for new things and push beyond your boundaries, 
even if you do fail in trying to get there. Make a 
significant difference.

So when you dot your last full stop, walk into 
your future with confidence, so that you fulfil your 
full potential that Boys High has prepared you for.

When we meet again, ‘follow up, follow up, follow 
up’. Pretoria Boys High School. The past memorable. 
The future exciting.

Valediction guest speaker: Dr Ian Mc Callum



The Pretorian6

M
A

TR
IC

 R
ES

UL
TS

*Denotes a University Entrance pass
Ackhurst, Warren
Alfama, Marco Andre Canha* 

(Mathematics HG)
Armstrong, Haydn John*
Bagshaw, Tristan Alexander* (English HG, 

Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG)
Barclay, Garreth Arjay*
Barnard, Matthys Johannes* (Afrikaans 

HG)
Becker, Nicholas Alexander* (Afrikaans 

HG, Music HG)
Beckwith, Peter Gavin* (English HG, 

Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, Physical 
Science HG, Biology HG, History HG, 
Additional Mathematics HG)

Bhana, Ketan Rohit*
Black, Warrick Shaun*
Bleksley, Byron Daniel*
Blignaut, Troye Duane
Blommaert, Niels* (Biology HG, French 

HG, German HG, Mathematics SG)
Botes, Anthin John* (Afrikaans HG, Biology 

HG)
Botha, Shaun Lafras Marais*
Bowden, Matthew* (English HG, Afrikaans 

HG)
Bowker, Mitchell (Mathematics SG)
Breedt, Brendin* (Afrikaans HG)
Brittz, Eugene Charles* (Afrikaans HG)
Burchell, Jared Dane*
Burnett, Gordon Allan*
Carolissen, Roscoe Aidan*
Carter, Josh John Stephen*
Cerveira, Jonathan Narciso*
Chabrat, Federico* (French HG)
Chetty, Dhevashan*
Chikukwa, Tendayi*
Christian, Robert Alex* (English HG, 

History HG, Music HG)
Christie, Andrew Gavin* (Afrikaans HG)
Citton, Albi George* (Mathematics SG)
Cloete, Gary*
Coetzee, Gerhard Jacobus* (English HG, 

Mathematics HG, Physical Science HG, 
Biology HG, Accounting HG)

Collinge, Stash Clifford*
Conradie, Emil Dirk* (Afrikaans HG, 

Mathematics HG, Accounting HG, Music 
HG)

Cormack, Warwick Enzo Nikolay* 
(Biology HG)

Craig, Robert James* (Mathematics HG, 
Biology HG, Geography HG)

Crankshaw, Gareth Douglas* (Afrikaans 
HG, Biology HG)

Crighton, Blaine*
Crowther, floris Petrus* (Afrikaans HG)
Cunning, York Alexander*
Currie, Gregory Douglas
Da Silva, Graeme Carel* (Afrikaans HG)
Daudet, Vincent Francois Dominique 

(French HG)

De Beer, Johan* (English HG, Mathematics 
HG, Accounting HG)

De Canha, Marco Nuno* (Afrikaans HG, 
Music HG)

De Chalain, Paul Bruce*
De Jager, Vaughan Searle* (Afrikaans HG)
De Jongh, Dirk Bernardus* (English 

HG, Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, 
Accounting HG, Computer Studies HG)

De Vos, Christiaan Frederick Beyers* 
(English HG, Biology HG, History HG)

Derman, Dwane David*
Didiza, Siphosethu Thulasizwe*
Didiza, Siphosihle Melisizwe*
Ditsebe, Karabo Koketso* (Afrikaans HG, 

Mathematics HG, Accounting HG, Music 
HG)

Donald, Sean Henry* (Afrikaans HG, 
Woodwork SG)

Dos Santos, Miguel Angelo Principe*
Dunlop, George Duncan*
du Plessis, Michael Andrew*
du Plooy, Roelof Michael* (Afrikaans HG, 

Mathematics HG, Computer Studies HG)
Eccles, Martin John* (Music HG)
Eksteen, Ernst Leslie* (Afrikaans HG, Art 

HG, Computer Studies HG)
Erasmus, Jan Wium* (English HG, 

Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, Physical 
Science HG, Biology HG, Accounting 
HG)

Evans, Gavin David Bruce* (English HG, 
Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, Music 
HG, Computer Studies HG)

fincham, Raymond Norman
fisher, Lloyd Marc Nobel* (English HG)
Forster, Warren Byron*
Foster, Duncan
Foster, Eric Deale*
Fourie, Daniel Jacobus* (Afrikaans HG, 

Biology HG, Geography HG)
Fourie, Nathan Neal*
Fraser, Byron Owen* (Accounting HG)
Gallagher, Kyle*
Georgiades, Caleb* (Art HG)
Gericke, Garth
Gericke, George Sebastiaan* (Afrikaans 

HG)
Gien, Robbie John
Gilbride, Sean Thomas* (English HG, 

Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, Physical 
Science HG, Geography HG, Additional 
Mathematics HG, Accounting HG)

Gillham, David Terence Leonard*
Gioia, Leonardo*
Godden, Emile*
Godfrey, Bryce Neil*
Golimpi, Siphelele Lunga
Gopalraj, Gohulan* (Mathematics HG, 

Biology HG, Additional Mathematics HG, 
Computer Studies HG)

Gouws, Ethan* (Afrikaans HG)
Govender, Theolan*

Graham, Andrew Stuart* (English HG, 
Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, Biology 
HG, Music HG)

Gray, Bradley Philip
Greyling, Morne Jacques
Guthrie, Alan Glenn* (English HG, Art 

HG, Computer Studies HG)
Haas, Andrew Daniel* (Business Economics 

HG)
Harmse, Christophe Kimble* (English HG, 

Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, Physical 
Science HG, Biology HG, Business 
Economics HG)

Hawker, Nicholas Geoffrey* (Mathematics 
HG, Accounting HG, Computer Studies 
HG)

Heath, Darren Anthony
Heilgendorff, Erich Richard* (English HG, 

Afrikaans HG, History HG, Accounting 
HG)

Hendricks, Bryan Douglas Neven* 
(Computer Studies HG)

Hendricks, Iain Ray* (Afrikaans HG)
Higgs, Richard Robert William* (English 

HG, Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, 
Physical Science HG, Geography HG, 
Accounting HG, Additional Mathematics 
HG)

Holtzhausen, Jason Conrad*
Horne, Ross
Iturralde, Francisco Eduardo* (English 

HG, Afrikaans HG, Biology HG)
Jacobs, David Hugo* (Afrikaans HG)
Janse van Vuuren, Dean
Jenkins, William Edmund Lennox* 

(English HG, Biology HG, History HG)
Jooste, Daniel James Karl* (Mathematics SG)
Jumat, Wayne Jayson-Lee*
Kahimbaara, Musinguzi John Akiiki*
Keeny, Craig James*
Kgama, Serole Morris* (Sepedi HG)
Khumalo, Linda Lawrence*
Kitshoff, Ruan*
Knoetze, Jason Kyle* (Afrikaans HG)
Knudsen-Adams, Jonathan Ray* (Japanese 

Advanced Level)
Krantz, Gustav Wilhelm* (Afrikaans HG)
Kühn, Werner Jan* (Afrikaans HG, Music 

Composition SG)
Lambrechs, Lincoln Mark*
Landsberg, Shaun*
Laubscher, Maarten Hendrik* (Afrikaans 

HG, Mathematics SG)
Lazaridis, Angelo*
Le Roux, Herman Francois* (Afrikaans 

HG, Art HG)
Leith, Stewart Bristow* (Afrikaans HG, 

Mathematics HG, Physical Science HG, 
Accounting HG)

Lentz, Kyle Sean*
Lineker, Alexander William*
Linley, Matthew David* (Computer Studies 

HG)
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Loder, Craig
Lombard, Daniel Kritzinger*
Lourens, Dean Phillip*
Lubbe, Joachim Jacobus Petrus* (Afrikaans 

HG, English HG, Accounting HG, Art 
HG)

Mabeta, Khoza Zanethemba* (English HG, 
Biology HG, History HG)

Mackenzie, Devon Murdoch* (Afrikaans 
HG, Mathematics HG)

Madalane, Sipho*
Maepa, Mathetse Patlo
Maepa, Mohweledi Phogole
Magagula, Sibusiso Ernest*
Maimela, Mofenyi Lethamaga Simon* 

(English HG, Accounting HG, Music 
HG)

Makhathini, Khwezi Smiso
Mallory, Richard Leigh*
Malope, Boitumelo James*
Mamabolo, Kgetja Coffat Refentje*
Manna, Carlo Bevan Rick* (English HG, 

Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, Physical 
Science HG, Additional Mathematics HG, 
Accounting HG, Computer Studies HG)

Marais, Johannes Coetzee* (Afrikaans HG, 
English HG, Mathematics HG, Physical 
Science HG, Additional Mathematics HG, 
Accounting HG, Computer Studies HG)

Marais, Michael Bertrand
Marais, Morne* (Afrikaans HG)
Maré, Jacobus Oostewald
Maree, Nicholas*
Marothodi (Seabela), Omphile Thabang*
Marx, Thomas Casper* (Afrikaans HG, 

Physical Science HG, Accounting HG, 
Computer Studies HG)

Mashishi, Lesedi Motheo*
Maswanganye, Kabelo Alfred*
Matlala, Molebogeng*
Matsebula, Thando Simanga*
Mavrakis, Andreas George* (Afrikaans 

HG, Accounting HG, Computer HG)
McArthy, Douglas Allan Maitland
McGuire, Matthew Gordon
McMahon, Guy Derek Roy
Meyer, Craig Gordon*
Meyer, Gareth Edward*
Meyer, Kenneth Timothy*
Mistry, Bhavik* (Computer Studies HG)
Mitchell, Bradley Craig*
Mitchell, Clinton Kurt
Mmango, Kwanele Cacile Linda*
Mncube, Khulekani Justice*
Mnguni, Kegorapetse Phehello*
Moatshe, Peter Cheney
Moerdyk, Luke*
Mogodi, Ramaoto Alphwell* (Sepedi HG)
Mojapelo, Moshe*
Mokwena, Onalenna Reuben* (Sepedi HG)
Mole, Calvin Gerald* (English HG, 

Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, Biology 
HG, German HG)

Mole, Michael Austin* (Biology HG)
Molele, Molatelo Percy*
Molver, David*
Moodley, Kishan* (Afrikaans HG, Biology 

HG, Accounting HG)
Moshesh, Mpho* (Mathematics SG)
Motha, Letsholo Somthewu*
Mouton, Hendrik Albertus*
Mulaudzi, Muthu Zwonaka*
Muyatwa, Oliver Imutowana
Myburgh, Alexander* (Afrikaans HG)
Myburgh, Michail* (Afrikaans HG, 

Mathematics HG)
Naicker, Edward Solomon* (English HG, 

Biology HG, Geography HG)
Nake, Lesedi* (Sepedi HG)
Ndimeni, Lwando Afrika*
Negri, Lorenzo Primo* (Afrikaans HG, 

Accounting HG)
Nel, Christopher Mark* (Afrikaans HG. 

Mathematics HG, Accounting HG)
Nel, Deon* (Afrikaans HG, Geography HG)
Nel, Reynhardt Jacobus* (Art HG, 

Mathematics SG)
Ngcwangu, Sisa*
Ngidi, Siphesihle*
Ngwenya, Lungile Mabhida*
Nkosi, Sbusiso Irvin
Nombekela, Sinawo Visa Willard* 

(Mathematics HG, Biology HG, 
Geography HG)

Ntshingila, Siswe Thanduxolo Lwazi*
Oldfield, Michael Christopher*
Oldnall, Jonathan Roy* (English HG, 

Mathematics HG, History HG, Music HG)
Oosthuizen, Struan* (Afrikaans HG, Art 

HG)
Pashiou, Andreas George* (Afrikaans 

HG, Mathematics HG, Geography HG, 
Woodwork SG)

Passetti, Mario*
Pearce, Phillip John* (Accounting HG, 

Computer Studies HG)
Petzer, Miles*
Phala, Tiisetso Percival*
Phiri, Masego Quentin* (Sepedi HG)
Phiri, Terence Ronald* (Art HG)
Pilz, Gary* (English HG, Afrikaans HG, 

Biology HG, Computer Studies HG)
Ponton, Kevin David* (Afrikaans HG)
Potgieter, Willem Adriaan* (German HG)
Pretorius, Phillip Edmund* (Afrikaans HG, 

Mathematics SG)
Prior, Mark Hugh* (Mathematics HG, 

Physical Science HG, Biology HG, 
Computer Studies HG)

Radebe, Teboho Andrew*
Rademan, Broc* (English HG, Biology HG)
Ralepelle, Koketso Justice
Ram, Siddhartha* (English HG, Afrikaans 

HG, Mathematics HG, Physical Science 
HG, French HG, Additional Mathematics 
HG, Computer Studies HG)

Rankin, Tyron Bryce*
Rapanos, Andreas*
Raubenheimer, Kenan Alan
Reddy, Thishan*
Reid, Wesley James* (English HG, 

Afrikaans HG)
Ridout, Angelo Mark Christopher* 

(Accounting HG)
Roebuck, Paul Sydney*
Romanos, Nicolaos*
Rose, Bryden Henry Michael*
Ross, Stephen Gerard* (English HG, 

Mathematics HG, Physical Science HG, 
History HG, Additional Mathematics HG, 
Accounting HG)

Ruhlig, William Walter Helm* (Art HG, 
Computer Studies HG)

Rundle, Adam Blake* (Mathematics HG, 
Accounting HG)

Russell, Shaun Alexander Gallagher*
Sage, Bryce Tyron*
Sanderson, Christopher Garreth
Sarmias, Anthony*
Schickerling, Samuel Gideon* (History 

HG, Business Economics HG)
Schutte, Jason* (Afrikaans HG, Mathematics 

HG, Physical Science HG, Biology HG, 
Geography HG)

Schwalb, Richardt Emil* (Afrikaans HG, 
Mathematics HG, Physical Science HG, 
Biology HG, Accounting HG, Additional 
Mathematics HG, Mercantile Law SG)

Setsiba, Madumetja Sechaba
Shaw, Ryan
Shiluvane, Rhulani*
Short, Douglas Arnold*
Simon, Cameron Rory Scott*
Singh, Savaal* (English HG)
Sithole, Mororiseng Kgauhelo
Skelton, Dominic John Lorimer* (French 

HG)
Slabbert, Gideon* (English HG, Accounting 

HG)
Smit, Reynard* (English HG, Afrikaans HG, 

Art HG)
Smith, Craig Gilbert* (Woodwork SG)
Smith, Matthew*
Smith, Philip Jamie* (English HG, Biology 

HG)
Smith, Robert James
Solomon, Matthew Dylan* (Art HG)
Son, Ji Min*
Spencer, Clayton John*
Spitz, Mark Mendel* (Afrikaans HG)
Steele, Matthew Stephen Duncan* (English 

HG, Biology HG, Computer Studies HG)
Stegmann, Andrew John* (Woodwork SG)
Strange, Ralph*
Strydom, Matthew Sean* (Accounting HG)
Strydom, Roberto* (Afrikaans HG)
Sujee, Zain Jadewin* (Afrikaans HG)
Sun, Junnan* (Chinese Advanced Level, 

Music HG)
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Swanepoel, Henrico* (Afrikaans HG, 
Mathematics HG, Computer Studies HG)

Sykes, Michael Jon* (Afrikaans HG, History 
HG)

Teodorczuk, Arnold Ferdinand*
Terblanche, Lourens Stephanus* 

(Afrikaans HG, English HG, Mathematics 
HG, Physical Science HG, Music 
HG, Computer Studies HG, Music 
Performance)

Theron, Bjorn*
Theron, Réan de Villiers* (Afrikaans HG, 

Biology HG, History HG)
Thompson, Lee Ray*
Thompson, Ross Lloyd*
Tooley, Luca William* (Mathematics SG)
Toweel, Michael Alexander*
Troskie, Gerhard Thomas*
Tytherleigh, Peter Dean*
Ugrin, Mathieu Daniel*
Urban, Alexander Barry* (Music HG, 

Music Performance)
Van den Berg, Heinrich Karl* (Afrikaans 

HG)
Van den Boogaard, Matthew

Van der Merwe, Johannes Wilhelmus* 
(Afrikaans HG, Music HG, Computer 
Studies HG)

Van der Merwe, Reon Alexander* 
(Afrikaans HG, Biology HG, German HG)

Van der Merwe, Stephanus Francois*
Van der Schyff, Robert John* (Afrikaans HG)
Van der Westhuizen, Andrew Arundel* 

(English HG, Afrikaans HG, German HG)
Van der Westhuizen, Dian Petrus* 

(English HG, Afrikaans HG, Mathematics 
HG, Physical Science HG, Biology HG, 
Additional Mathematics HG, Computer 
Studies HG)

Van Greunen, Declan* (Afrikaans HG)
Van Niekerk, Dylan John*
Van Rensburg, Brett* (Afrikaans HG)
Van Schalkwyk, Joshua Leonardus* 

(English HG, Afrikaans HG, History HG)
Van Staden, Melcom* (Afrikaans HG, 

Woodwork SG)
Vena, Asivile Bongani*
Vervoort, Antony Leon* (English HG, 

Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, Physical 
Science HG, German HG, Geography HG, 

Additional Mathematics HG)
Viljoen, Frederic Dane* (English HG, 

Afrikaans HG, Mathematics HG, Physical 
Science HG, French HG, Additional 
Mathematics HG, Computer Studies HG)

Visser, Adriaan Johannes* (Afrikaans HG, 
Accounting HG)

Vorster, Jan Tucker* (Afrikaans HG)
Voutsas, Philip* (Mathematics SG)
Wagner, Jaryd Wesley*
Waldeck, Dean*
Wang, Danny* (Mathematics HG)
Wesigye, Eihorere Nkizire* (English HG, 

Mathematics HG, Business Economics 
HG, Art HG)

Witz, Dean Evan
Wood, Jarryd Thomas*
Woods, Matthew Noel*
Xia, Fuxun* (English HG, Afrikaans HG, 

Mathematics HG, Physical Science HG, 
Biology HG, Additional Mathematics HG, 
Computer Studies HG)

Yiannou, Angelos* (Biology HG)
Zitha, Rashid Makhosonke Evans
Zorzi, Giulio Andrea*

Front Row L–R: G da Silva, A Pashiou, M Steele, A Christie, A Rundle (Head Prefect), P Beckwith (Deputy Head Prefect), 
D van der Westhuizen, E Gouws, M Sykes, A Vervoort.

Second Row L–R: P de Chalain, ST Didiza, S Landsberg, J Schutte, T Solomon, L fisher, C Marais, J de Beer, M Spitz, I Hendricks, S Ram.
Back Row L–R: S Singh, Q Phiri, T Bagshaw, G Crankshaw, W Reid, E Heilgendorff, SM Didiza, L Nake.

School Prefects
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Form V Prize Giving: Valediction 2007

Brian Basson Memorial Trophy Terence Phiri
 William Ruhlig
Alexis Preller Award Matthew Solomon
 Ernst Eksteen
Best Speaker’s Award Tristan Bagshaw
Justine Armstrong Award Lourens Terblanche
 Alexander Urban
Trebot Barry Award Lourens Terblanche
 Mofenyi Maimela
Jonathan D Jansen Award Savaal Singh
Margaret Theiler Award Ethan Gouws
Gertrud Theiler Award Robert Christian
 Willem Potgieter
Ulrich Rissik Prize Andrew Haas
 Nicolaos Romanos

Elwyn Davies Award Michael Mole
 Robert Craig
Malcolm Armstrong Coetzee Marais
Renaissance Man Award
Headmaster’s Awards Dian van der Westhuizen
 Karabo Ditsebe
 Johan de Beer
 Tristan Bagshaw
 Peter Beckwith
 Thomas Marx
 Michael Sykes
Old Boys’ Prize Adam Rundle

Accounting  Sean Gilbride
Afrikaans 1st Language  Coetzee Marais
Biology (Shared)  Wium Erasmus
French 2nd Language (Shared) Vincent Daudet
Geography  Antony Vervoort
Mathematics (Shared) Peter Beckwith
Music  Lourens Terblanche
Woodwork  Sean Donald
Sepedi 2nd Language (Shared) Ramaoto Mogodi
 Moshe Mojapelo
History (Shared)  Beyers de Vos
 Erich Heilgendorff
Afrikaans 2nd Language
French 3rd Language Dane Viljoen
English 1st Language

Computer Studies (Shared) Siddhartha Ram
French 2nd Language (Shared) 
German 3rd Language  Niels Blommaert
Art
Business Economics Eihorere Wesigye
Additional Mathematics
Biology (Shared)
Computer Studies (Shared)
Mathematics (Shared)
Physical Science
Dux Scholar for 2007 Fuxun Xia

Note: Within 1% the subject prize is shared
Value per subject: R300,00 (Voucher)
Dux scholar: R500,00 (Voucher)

Half colours
Re-award New award
Tristan Bagshaw Andrew Graham
Niels Blommaert Gohulan Gopalraj
Karabo Ditsebe Quentin Phiri
Gavin Evans
Erich Heilgendorff
Joachim Lubbe
Calvin Mole
Deon Nel
Jonathan Oldnall
Mark Prior
Joshua Van Schalkwyk
Eihorere Wesigye

Full colours
Re-award
Peter Beckwith
Emil Conradie
Bernard De Jongh
Beyers De Vos
Wium Erasmus
Christophe Harmse
Richard Higgs
Carlo Manna
Christopher Nel
Stephen Ross
Jason Schutte
Richardt Schwalb

Academic awards based on Form V 2007 trial matriculation
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Afrikaans 1st Language Thomas Dreyer
Afrikaans Christian van der Westhuizen

2nd Language
French 3rd Language Daniel Poultney
German 3rd Language Jason Webber
Sepedi 2nd Language Vuyi Motswi
Geography Jonathan Smith
History Anton Scholtz
Music  Morné Kahts
Accounting Niki Kruse
Information Technology Karl Zöller
Mathematical Literacy  Jason le Roux
Physical Science  Keagan Boustead

Civil Technology (Shared)  Goran Kapikul
 Corne Van Rooyen
English 1st Language (Shared)
Visual Arts  Allen Laing
Business Studies
Form IV Dux Scholar 2007 (Shared) Murray Lynch
English 1st Language (Shared)
Life Sciences
Form IV Dux Scholar 2007 (Shared) Joshua De Kiewit
Additional Mathematics 
Mathematics
French 2nd Language
Form IV Dux Scholar 2007 (Shared) Quy, Cao Xuan

Subject Prizes: Form IV
Subject prizes based on Form IV promotion results 2007 (Form V – 2008)

Academic Colours

Front Row L–R: R Schwalb, D van der Westhuizen, S Ross, T Bagshaw, D Viljoen, J Schutte, C Manna, G Coetzee, K Ditsebe.
Second Row L–R: N Hawker, W Erasmus, P Beckwith, L Terblanche, J van Schalkwyk, C Mole, E Heilgendorff, C Harmse, A Vervoort, C Nel.

Third Row L–R: C Marais, B de Vos, J van der Merwe, E Conradie, S Gilbride, M Lynch, B de Jongh, F Xia.
Back Row L–R: H Snyders, D Poultney, J Webber, H Swanepoel, C van der Westhuizen, H Vermooten, R Higgs, K Zöller, JR Durand.

Honours
Re-award New award
Sean Gilbride Gerhard Coetzee
Coetzee Marais
Siddhartha Ram
Lourens Terblanche
Dian Van Der Westhuizen
Antony Vervoort
Dane Viljoen
Fuxun Xia
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the following new members of staff: Mr Clyde 
MacDonald (Old Boy, English and Life Skills), 

Mr Robert Blackmore (Old Boy, Geography and 
Civil Technology), Mr Jaydon Kelly (Head of Subject, 
Business Studies), Mrs Gudrun Kruger (Afrikaans), 
Mr Katlego Petje (Science), Mr Dhavendran Moodley 
(Science) and Miss Nicolene van Jaarsveldt (based at 
Maretlwane). Mrs Caradee Wright (Geography) and 
Miss Sadaf Rahman (Maths) joined us to substitute 
for Mrs Ronga and Mrs le Roux respectively who 
were on accouchement leave. We were also pleased 
to welcome Mr Chris Holt, who had successfully 
completed his Masters, as the School Counsellor 
and Miss Caterina Christodoulou (English) and 
Mr Peter Grobler (Life Skills) who remained with us 
after occupying temporary posts of varying lengths 
in 2006.

Mrs Marilyn Schmidt (Mathematics) left us after a 
week or two of the first term to join her husband who 
had accepted a contract in Australia. Mrs Schmidt 
was an excellent teacher who made an indelible 
impression on her students. She was also involved 
in our Maths Outreach programme, tutoring less 
experienced teachers from surrounding schools. A 
caring, friendly person, she will be missed and we 
wish the family well. As luck would have it, Mr 
Mouton Badenhorst and his wife had just returned 
from the U.K and, with a little internal time-table 
juggling, we were delighted to be able to welcome 
him back to PBHS.

We said farewell to Dr Helene Kruger (English) 
at the end of the first term. As a happy result of 
marriage, she moved to the Eastern Cape where 
her professionalism, subject knowledge and interest 
in her pupils is sure to be equally appreciated. We 
were pleased to welcome Ms Eileen Donaldson, 
an eminently well qualified teacher, in Dr Kruger’s 
post.

At the end of June we suffered two losses on the 
cultural side of the School. Mr Philip Loots left 
us after three and a half years as an accomplished 
organist and music teacher, a caring Tutor, a very 
enthusiastic Head of the Wildlife Society and a 
most congenial colleague. He joined the literary 
world where we hope he will be very happy. Mr 
Peter Binsbergen, Head of Art, left us after thirteen 
years at Boys High to join the University over the 
road. An Old Boy with an exceptional artistic talent, 
he nurtured the boys in his class, as well as those 
who attended the Art Workshop, developing their 
own artistic talent and interest. Life was never dull 
in the company of Peter Binsbergen and we shall 
miss him and follow his career with interest. Both 
these teachers take with them our very best wishes. 
We were exceedingly fortunate to welcome Mrs 

Cassandra Brennan and Mr Ockert Vermeulen into 
the Art and Music posts respectively.

Mr Danie Brink, who took unpaid leave in August 
2004 to further his studies overseas and was due to 
return at the start of the third term, chose not to do 
so and accepted a post in Namibia. Among other 
things, Mr Brink was an excellent Maths teacher, a 
motivated and knowledgeable sports coach and a 
Housemaster who showed an interest in all the boys 
in his House. A well-liked colleague, we wish him, 
his wife and their children a happy and successful 
future. Mr David Jordan happily agreed to stay on 
in Mr Brink’s post until the end of the year.

Term 3 started with us welcoming Mrs Taryn 
Ronga back after her spell of accouchement leave 
and thanking Mrs Caradee Wright for teaching Mrs 
Ronga’s classes these past six months. We enjoyed 
her professionalism and friendliness.

Mr Wilson Mathebela left at the end of July after 
nearly ten year’s of loyal service. He had worked his 
way through the ranks, attending various training 
courses, to become an efficient, calm and helpful 
computer technician. Always friendly and willing to 
assist those suffering computer crises, we wish him 
well in his career move. Mr Bernard Nkadimeng 
was promoted internally to this post and we wish 
him well in it.

Mr Peter Grobler also left us at the end of the 
third term to re-join the ministry in Cape Town. 
He taught both English and Life Orientation, was 
a House Tutor and a most amiable colleague. In 
thanking him for his contribution to Boys High, we 
wish him and his family well in their move. We were 
happy that Garth Dinkelman could teach his classes 
during the last term.

Ms Nicolene van Jaarsveld, a permanent staff 
member at Maretlwane since January, left at the end 
Term 3. We appreciated her contribution.

Mr Stephen Tjiyana and Ms Germinah Chauke 
retired at the end of September after thirty and 
eighteen years of service to the School, respectively. 
Mr Tjiyana served a length stint as a member of 
the kitchen staff in Solomon House, moving to the 
new Central Diningroom in 1995. A dapper, loyal 
Boys High employee, he will be remembered with 
affection by many of the boarders particularly. Ms 
Chauke was particularly well known to all the boys 
who patronised and mothers who worked in the 
Tuckshop and Cricket and Rugby Tuckshops where 
her friendly service was appreciated. We wish both 
these long serving staff members good health and 
happiness in their retirement. Ms Maureen Motsepe 
was appointed in the Tuckshop post where we hope 
she will be very happy.

Mr Joseph Maila was employed in a School 
Governing Body post from January 2002. He success-
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fully applied for a state post at Brooklyn Primary 
School and in thanking him for his service, we wished 
him a happy and successful transfer in October.

The end of the year saw us saying goodbye to a 
number of staff members. Mr Christo Burger, the 
Choir Master, left after three years of full-time service 
to the School during which time he took the Choir to 
new heights and moulded it into a professional body 
of whom we are justly proud. In thanking him for his 
contribution, we wish him good fortune. Ms Sadif 
Rahman spent a year in the Mathematics Department 
while Mrs Anthea le Roux was on accouchement 
leave. A friendly, courteous member of staff, she was 
keen to learn from her more experienced colleagues 
and gave of herself most loyally. We hope she will be 
very happy in her new school.

Mr David Jordan joined our staff in January 2005. 
A congenial colleague, an experienced Maths teacher 
and an enthusiastic and knowledgeable Basketball 
coach, we were pleased to have benefited from his 
contribution and wish him health and happiness in 
his retirement.

 Mrs Vicky Crankshaw spent seven years as the 
Tuckshop and Catering Convenor. An efficient, 
bubbly, friendly and loyal colleague, she calmly did 
everything asked of her and enjoyed the loyalty and 
support of the many mothers who worked with her. 
We have no doubt that her colleagues in her new 
environment will enjoy her effervescent contribution 
as we did, and wish her and her family well.

Mr Muzi Nkomo joined this School as a young 
Maths graduate in January 2001. He spent time as 
an assistant master at School House and for varying 
periods was master-in-charge of Basketball and 
the Gumboot Dancers. Sadly he decided to give up 
teaching and we do hope this is only temporary. We 
wish him well for whatever the future holds.

Mr John Acres, a senior Science teacher and 
Housemaster of Abernethy House, left us after eleven 
years to move to Midstream College. Mr Acres made 
a huge contribution in many other areas of the School 
inter alia the Form IV Camp, as Head of Swimming and 
as a dedicated Hockey coach. A warm, generous and 
caring person, we thank him for his significant efforts 
and wish him well in his exciting new challenge.

Mr Paul Anthony left the School after 26 years 
to join the Bulls franchise in various coaching and 
administrative capacities. He will be remembered 
with great affection by many Old Boys as a superb 
rugby coach and one with a unique and rare ability 
to exact the most amazing loyalty and commitment 
from school boys. We will miss him sorely as a 
colleague but have no doubt that he will pop over 
the railway line often, to visit!

Mr Paul Sommerville retired at the end of the 
year after forty two years of service. It is impossible 

to adequately measure this sort of loyal contribution. 
One of the Deputy Headmasters, Mr Sommerville 
was involved as, inter alia, a Senior Housemaster, 
Head of Mathematics, 1st Cricket X1 coach, Rugby 
and Hockey coach, Master-in-charge of Cricket and 
an astute Maths teacher. He will long be remembered 
by both pupils and colleagues, past and present, for 
his unique warmth and generosity of spirit. Happily 
he will not be totally lost to the Boys High community 
as he will continue to coach cricket and be involved 
in an extra-Maths programme the School plans to 
run in 2008.

finally, a number of teachers did various stints 
of relief teaching during the year, for which we 
thank them sincerely: Mrs Tania Hurley, Mrs Terry 
Brauer and Messrs Eswee Prinsloo, Gavin Jelley 
and Garth Dinkelmann.

Sadly, the following members of staff passed 
away during the year: Mr Jacob Tleane, a loyal 
member of staff for 40 years; Mr August Sibanyoni, 
a member of the cleaning staff for seven years; 
Mr Sizwe Mzima, a stalwart at Maretlwane Bush 
School; and Mr Frederick Ramarada, a one-time 
security guard and then member of the Grounds 
staff since 1997. Our condolences are extended to all 
their families.

Happily, a number of congratulations are due.
The following appointments come into effect 

in January 2008: Mr Mark Smith replaces Mr G 
Hassenkamp, whose five year tenure as Head of 
Solomon House comes to an end, as Senior Housemaster; 
Mr Clyde MacDonald, in turn, will replace Mr Smith 
as Senior Housemaster of Arcadia and Mr Mouton 
Badenhorst replaces Mr Acres as Head of Abernethy 
House. We wish all three gentlemen well in their new 
management roles. Mr Mark Smith will also assume 
the title of an SGB appointed Deputy Headmaster 
with effect from January 2008; we congratulate him 
on this promotion.

The following couples celebrated their marriages 
during the year: Robert Blackmore and Joreen Botha; 
Ursula Lingenfelder and Jan Naude; and Ben Sithole 
and Mologadi Mabogwane. We wish all couples 
much happiness.

finally, we congratulate Peter Mabunda and 
Sabeth on the birth of their son, Elvin. Four daughters, 
all of whom are the first-born in their families, then 
made their arrival: Mouton and Carina Badenhorst 
welcomed Carli; Taryn and Paolo Ronga welcomed 
Caitlyn; Anthea and Pieter le Roux welcomed 
Celeste; and Caelin kept Dion and Caradee Wright 
on their toes when she made a decidedly early 
appearance. The last baby to join the Boys High 
family was Benjamin, second son of Mark and Jackie 
Southwood and brother to Luke. May all these little 
ones bring much joy.
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Executive
Schroder, W E BA, BEd, STD Headmaster
Illsley, J W BA(Hons), HED Second Master
Hassenkamp, G J HED Deputy Headmaster
McBride, C A BSc(Agric), HED Deputy Headmaster
Sommerville, P O’C BSc, HED Deputy Headmaster
Shepperson, E J L Dip Bus Man Bursar 

Heads of Subjects
Albers, Mrs D BSc(Hons), HED Science
Binsbergen, P MA(fine Arts) Art
Black, Mrs S BSc, HED Biology
Bopape, Miss R B M  HED Sepedi
Ellinghaus, Mrs E I BA, HNED German
Ewart-Phipps, P H FDE, HED, FDE (Tech), BEd (Hons) Woodwork & Technology 
Ferreira, Mrs M P  BA(Hons), HED Afrikaans
Gioia, Mrs H  BA, HED French
Holliday, Mrs J D  MSc, Teaching Diploma (Warsaw) Mathematics
Illsley, J W BA(Hons), HED History
Junod, H A BSc(Hons), HDE Bush School, Maretlwane
Kelly, J W BCom, PGCE Business Studies
Kloppers, Mrs E T BA, HDE English
O’Brien, A M  BA, HDE Geography
Olivier, Mrs C National Diploma, Engineering Computer Studies
Southwood, M R BCom, BA(Hons) Life Orientation
van der Watt, G D BA(Ed)(Music), DMus Music
van Schie, Mrs E BA, HDE Accounting
van Wyk, A HED Head of Studies
Housdon, M C  Head of Sport
van Zyl, Ms A BA(Drama) Head of Culture

Mrs Sheri Ward and Mr Andries Van Wyk take a well earned lunch break from the arduous administrative task of exam preparations.
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Acres, J BSc(Agric), HED
Anthony, Mrs L J BA(Hons), HED
Anthony, P A HED
Armstrong, M R BA, HED
Badenhorst, C M BA(Ed)
Baptiste, Mrs H B(Pharm), HED
Bezuidenhout, Miss K J BA(fine Arts)(Hons), 
 HED
Blackmore, R A BSocSc(Hons)
Botha, P BA, BSc(Hons)
Brennan, C BA(FA)(Hons
Brennan, N MSc
Burger, C MMus
Christodolou, Miss C BLC, LLB, PGCE
Coetzee, Mrs H E BA(Hons), HED
de Kock, A BA(Ed)
de Kock, Mrs M BA, HED
Donaldson, Ms E MA, PGCE
Donaldson, Mrs H S BA, NATD
Dorlas, H C BA(Hons), HED
du Plessis, Mrs G BA, BEd
Evans, M 
Fairall, Ms T BEd(FET)
fielding, C W 
floor, Mrs T A BA, UOD, HED
Fowler, C W BA, HDE
Franken, P E BA, HED
Georgiades, Mrs L E BA, HED
Grobler, N P BA, HDE
Hornsveld, Miss M BMus, HED
Jordan, T D BSc
Jordaan, A P J MA, UTLM, UPLM
Keeton, L BA, HED
Köhne, R L BEd (FET)
Kruger, Mrs G I BA, HDE
Kruger, Dr H C PhD, HED
Lingenfelder, Mrs U BA(Ed)
Lombard, Dr J H MBChB
Loots, P L BMus

Loupos, N BSc, PGCE
MacDonald, C S BProc
Mansfield, K BA(Hons), HED
Matthews, Mrs A M BA, HED
McEvoy, Mrs H NDT (Microbiology)
McEvoy, K NDip(fine Art), BTech
Millar, Mrs T BA(Ed) DSE
Moodley, D HED
Muller, Mrs E E BSc, BEd, HDE
Nkomo, M BSc, HDE
Petje, K K BEd FET (Natural Sciences)
Prinsen, Mrs M L BA, HED
Rahman, Ms S BA, BSocSc(Hons), PGCE
Reyburn, Mrs Y D BMus, UTLM, TTLD
Robinson, Mrs A BA, HED
Rogers, Miss E L BA, NHED
Ronga, Mrs T M BA, BSocSc(Hons), HED
Schoeman, Miss W M BSecEd(Sci)
Simmons, A H HED
Singh, Mrs S BEd, BPaed.
Smith, M J BSc, HED
Smuts, M J BSc, HED
Sparrow, Mrs A M J BA(Ed), MEd
Stenos, Mrs K BA(Ed), BEd
Steyn, J A BA(Hons), BD, THOD
Stuart, Mrs H D E G M BA(Hons) UED
Theron, A C Mrs BA, THED
Tucker, J BCom(Hons)
van Jaarsveldt, N Miss BEdFET
van Reenen, L J HED
van Straten, J E Mrs BSc, HDE
van Zyl, M V BA, HED
Vermeulen, O MMus, Performer’s Licentiate
Vlag, Mrs P A BA, HED
Ward, Mrs S M BA, HDE, FDE
Wortmann, Mrs R I BA, HED
Wright, Mrs C MSocSc, PhD
Wright, D M HDE
Wroth, Ms G MA, HED

Administrative/Technical
Shepperson, E J L Bursar
Beacham, Mrs G L Reception
Berndt, Mrs S finance Department
Bloemink, Mrs G Headmaster’s Secretary
Chauke, Mrs A Laboratory Assistant
Christian, Sr J Nursing Sister
Crankshaw, Mrs V Mothers’ Committee/
 Tuckshop Convenor
Feather, Mrs J Clothing Shop
Gray, Mrs M Senior Matron
Hofmeyr, Mrs M M A finance Department

Katzin, Mrs S J Administrative
Kingsley, Mrs J Academic Secretary
Mashifane, S Printer
Mathebela, W Computer Technician
Nkadimeng, B Computer Technician 
Patterson, Mrs D J Clothing Shop
Richardson, Mrs L Maretlwane Administration
Uys, Mrs Y H Administrative
van der Horst, E Computer Department
Vermeulen, P N Estate Manager
Wallace, Mrs J D Catering Manageress
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Front Row L–R: M Gray, Sr J Christian, M Housdon, L Shepperson, Mr WE Schroder (Headmaster), G Bloemink, A Chokoe, P Vermeulen, 
A Van Zyl, J Kingsley, J Beacham.

Second Row L–R: E van der Horst, B Mathebela, S Katzin, S Napo, A Makitla, R Kanyane, S Modiba, M Munyai, P Makhudu, W Mametja, 
P Mametja, M Moima.

Third Row L–R: A Shalang, G Biyela, A Madisha, V Phiri, J Lefoka, B Sithole, S Mohlala, P Kabini, E Kungwane, P Mathebela, S Mkansi, 
J Mpedi, T Molefe, J Mandlati, J Maila.

Back Row L–R: W Molefe, M Mdletshi, P Napo, E Mafafo, D Mohlala, P Kabini (Jnr), E Modiba.

Academic Staff

Front Row L–R: Mr A Simmons, Mr D Wright, Mr M Smith, Mr M Southwood, Dr J Lombard, Mr G Hassenkamp, 
Mr J Illsley (Second Master), Mr WE Schroder (Headmaster), Mr P Sommerville, Mr C McBride, Mr J Acres, Mr A Van Wyk, 

Mrs A Matthews, Mr P Franken, Mr M Smuts. 
Second Row L–R: Mr P Anthony, Mrs L Georgiades, Mrs H Gioia, Mrs A floor, Mrs A Sparrow, Ms S Rahman, Mrs J Holliday, 

Mrs M de Kock, Mrs M Prinsen, Mrs E Muller, Mrs H Donaldson, Mrs T Millar, Mrs A Robinson, Mrs C Brennan, Miss T Fairall, 
Mrs T Ronga, Miss E Donaldson, Mrs D Albers, Miss C Christodoulou, Mr J Kelly.

Third Row L–R: Mr R Köhne, Mr P Botha, Mr M Badenhorst, Mrs S Ward, Mrs L Anthony, Ms G Wroth, Miss E Rogers, Mrs S Singh, 
Mrs G Kruger, Mrs A Theron, Mrs U Naude, Mrs E Ellinghaus, Mrs R Wortmann, Mr C fielding, Mr P Grobler, Miss B Bopape, Mr A Steyn.

Fourth Row L-R: Mr M Nkomo, Mr J Tucker, Miss K Bezuidenhout, Mr M Evans, Mr K Mansfield, Mrs H Stuart, Mrs L Kloppers, 
Miss E Schoeman, Mrs G du Plessis, Mrs L Ferreira, Mr M Moodley, Mr K Petje, Mrs Y Reyburn, Dr D van der Watt, Mr P Ewart-Phipps.

Back Row L–R: Mr R Blackmore, Mr C MacDonald, Mr H Dorlas, Mrs H Baptiste, Mr L Keeton, Mrs P Vlag, Mrs L McEvoy, 
Mr K McEvoy, Mr A O’Brien, Mr O Vermeulen.
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Mr Sommerville

In the decades preceding the 90’s it was not 
unusual for traditional schools to have one or 
two staff members retiring after 30 – 40 years of 

service. In the modern school of the 21st century such 
people have become increasingly unique and Paul 
Sommerville is one of those – a unique schoolmaster 
who has given 42 years of loyalty, love, passion 
and service to Pretoria Boys High. What has made 
this service even more special is that after 42 years 
he was still teaching Mathematics with the same 
passion and at the same decibel level as he had done 
decades earlier – no comfort zone for him when it 
came to Mathematics or cricket.

A CBC boy who graduated from the University of 
Pretoria with a B.Sc. majoring in Mathematics, Paul 
Sommerville joined the staff of Pretoria Boys High 
School in 1965 as a callow youth as pictures in the 
Pretorians of the 60’s will attest to. His passion for 
sport resulted in his involvement in all the sports 
the School had to offer but in particular cricket. A 
protegé of Will Hofmeyr and Charlie Mulvenna, he 
moved through the junior ranks, ultimately coaching 
the 1st X1 and taking over the mantle of master-in-
charge of cricket, a position he occupied until his 
retirement.

Academically he proved his worth as a teacher 
of Mathematics becoming head of a large and very 
reputable Department in the 80’s. He presided 
benignly and with great pride over a department 
which consisted for a time of largely young ladies 
– Chalkie’s maidens – who would lay down their 
mathematical lives for him – such was his leadership 
and charm. He was a long serving Housemaster and, 
as the School increased in size in the mid 90’s, he was 
appointed as one of four Deputy Headmasters with 
responsibility for pastoral care and the custodian of the 
traditions and standards of sport and sportsmanship 
in the School. The role he played as ‘Mr Cricket’ 
gained him respect, accolades and many friends 
throughout the country and it was indeed fitting that 
he led the first (and thus far, only) overseas cricket 
tour to England in 2005 and that on his retirement 
the cricket pavilion at his beloved Hofmeyr Oval was 
named the Paul Sommerville Pavilion.

One could write so much more about his service 
to the School over four decades but it is Paul 
Sommerville, the exceptional human being, that 
will be remembered by thousands of Old Boys and 
colleagues. Every boy who was taught by him or 
coached by him or who had the good fortune to 
interact with him in some way will attest to the fact 
that this humble and self-effacing man only had 
their best interests at heart. The yells of ‘you stupid 
boy’ which resonated down the passages were 
viewed coming from him as almost a compliment. 
It is commonly believed that in 42 years, he never 

said anything nasty, hurtful or malicious about any 
fellow human being.

Those who read this tribute will all have special 
memories of this great schoolmaster. The previous 
two Headmasters under whom he served would 
have known him for his unqualified loyalty, 
support and utter professionalism; his colleagues 
will remember him for his kindness, his wisdom, his 
even-handedness, his caring and even his dispensing 
of evil concoctions at staff parties (the partaking of 
which was non-negotiable); the many children who 
attended the Headmaster’s wife’s Christmas parties 
will remember him as the Camel-smelling, coughing, 
but loveable, Father Christmas (he has not been 
allowed to retire from that yet); and all his boys and 
many friends as a role model par excellence.

Through his long and illustrious career, Paul 
Sommerville has been loyally and lovingly supported 
by his wife, Liz, and his children, Fran, Greg and 
Kevin. Particularly during their sixteen years of 
living on the estate, their home became just that to 
many boys who view them as their extended family. 
We thank them for sharing their husband and father 
with so many of us. We wish Paul a long and happy 
retirement – so well deserved.

W E Schroder
Headmaster
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A Tribute to Mr Sommerville
Dear Sir …

What does a man leave? A footprint in the sand?
Some cast a long shadow when fate takes a hand.
A shadow is gone when the sun sets.
A footprint disappears when rain the land wets.
Some, very few, leave a mark on the heart
and such a one, such a one thou art.

How many have moved through the doors of your 
Class?

How many minds did you touch as the years were 
to pass?

How many boys became men as you impacted on 
their lives?

Those same men who now have their own sons and 
wives.

How many characters did you gently mould
as, being boys, they did or did not do what they 

were told?

Too many to count, more than you’ll ever know
as the hoe turns the earth, you provided an 

opportunity to grow.
How many memories, how many changes have 

you wrought
as you coached, cared, loved and taught.

A life of service and giving – a full life of living
‘Thank you’ are words that just can’t do justice
as so sadly, leave, you must us.
Years, generations have passed
but your influence, and mark even longer will last.

Craig McBride 2007

Mr Sommerville

‘One man in his time plays many parts’
William Shakespeare 

‘As You Like It’
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The cricket dinner

1. Mr Sommerville speaking at the annual cricket dinner, his last as master-in-charge.
2. The headmaster, Mr Schroder, paying tribute to Mr Sommerville’s decades of service to Boys High cricket (at the cricket dinner)
3. Mr Schroder presents a cricket figurine to Mr Paul Sommerville at the cricket dinner. An engraved plaque was affixed to the base.
4. Mrs Liz Sommerville, ‘Chalky’ and Mrs Cherry Schroder enjoying one of the speeches.
5.  All the coaches of the First XI teams during Mr Sommerville’s time as head of cricket at PBHS were flown into Pretoria as a surprise for 

Mr Sommerville at the cricket dinner.
 From (L–R): Jannie Biddulph; Mornay van Zyl; Andrew de Kock; Bill Schroder, Paul Sommerville, Jim Presdee; David Ansell
6. Mr Sommerville and Mornay van Zyl at the cricket dinner
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Festival Match in Mr Sommerville’s honour

1. Ian Repton puts one down square leg.
2. Darryn Helwick lofts a ball to the boundary.
3.  Mr Abraham Shalang who has prepared hundreds of wickets during 

Mr Sommerville’s time at the school, celebrates with ‘Mr Chalks’.
4.  The cricket pavilion was named in honour of Mr Sommerville on 

this occasion.
5.  The headmaster speaks at the luncheon during the cricket match 

dedicated to Mr Sommerville.
6.  Mr Sommerville presented to the school a framed collection of ties 

relating to his time at the school.
7.  The embroidery on the specially commissioned shirt.
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End of year Assembly

Mr Sommerville bids farewell to Boys High after more than four decades of service

A standing ovation for Mr Sommerville.
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Farewell album presented to Mr Sommerville
Under the guidance of Head Prefect Adam Rundle and his deputy, Peter Beckwith, an album was compiled 
during the course of the year with photographs of every tutor group in the school. This was accomplished 
in secret and mainly during tutor periods and after house assemblies. Accompanying messages from each 
house were the signatures of every boy at the school in 2007. The leather bound album 
was presented to Mr Sommerville at the matrics’ final assembly on 
behalf of the leaving group. A few representative 
extracts are reproduced below.
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Mr Anthony

Paul Anthony joined the staff in 1982 after 
having matriculated at the School in 1976. He 
had been a School Prefect and together with 

his twin brother, Peter, something of a rugby legend, 
having played for the 1st XV for three years.

As a teacher of Physical Education, Paul became 
a role model to many boys, competing successfully 
in his early days as a schoolmaster in Iron Man 
competitions. He coached swimming and cricket but 
it was as a rugby coach that he made his mark at the 
School. He assisted as 1st XV coach for a number of 
years until occupying the senior coach position for an 
unprecedented twelve years. While his knowledge of 
the modern game of rugby was unquestionable, his 
ability to get the best out of his players and to exact 
a personal loyalty from them resulted in his arguably 
being seen by many as the top schoolboy coach in 
the country. John Smit and Chiliboy Ralepelle (South 
Africa), Brian Liebenberg (France), Daryl Eigner (Italy) 
and Francois Viljoen (USA) are all international players 
who attribute much of what they have achieved to his 
coaching skills and motivational ability. There are an 
equal number of younger players coached by him who 
are well on their way to achieving similar success.

While probably his greatest influence and success 
was on the rugby field, his influence extended to many 
other areas of life at the School and beyond. He taught 
junior English in a manner which would make purists 
turn in their graves but his lessons were, nevertheless, 
effective and undoubtedly remembered. He was a 
successful Housemaster of Town House for nearly a 
decade and then ran Rissik House for four years. His 
style was at all times unique but his influence on the 
lives of hundreds of boys was profound. His other 
skill and great love was for music and, apart from 
years of moonlighting with his band, he has always 
been in great demand to sing at both happy and sad 
occasions as well as becoming a permanent fixture at 
matric final Assemblies.

Paul Anthony is a man with exceptional personal 
skills, hugely articulate (if not always through the 

medium of acceptable English – he developed his 
own unique vocabulary not always understood by 
his colleagues,) a deep thinker at times and possessed 
of personal charm – he definitely kissed the Lebanese 
equivalent of the Blarney Stone. These qualities, 
together with his exceptional rugby coaching abilities, 
were recognised by the rugby establishment with his 
appointment as the Bulls Craven Week Coach, the 
South African Schools’ Coach and the South African 
Under 19 Assistant Coach. His dream to become a 
full-time professional rugby coach was realised at the 
end of 2007 with his appointment as the Blue Bulls 
Under 19 Coach and the head of their Academy.

Paul Anthony leaves Pretoria Boys High School with 
the deep gratitude of the many whose lives he touched 
in a considerable way. Ably supported by his wife, 
Lauren, an exceptional teacher of Mathematics, Paul 
left huge footprints. We wish him great good fortune 
in his future with the knowledge that the legacy of the 
Lion of Lebanon will not easily be forgotten.

W E Schroder
Headmaster
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January 1997 after having taught at Sutherland 
High School for two years. Ten years later, this 

very committed and passionate teacher leaves as 
a highly valued member of the school’s middle 
management team to further his career. While John 
Acre’s departure is certainly a loss to Pretoria Boys 
High School, it is with a deep sense of relief that a 
man of his calibre is not lost to education.

Academically, John became a senior and most 
valuable member of his department. As a Physical 
Science teacher he ably guided many pupils through 
the process of balancing equations and mixing of 
chemicals, while, no doubt, mentally stimulating 
them in the process through his relaxed, yet effective 
methods. During his time at Pretoria Boys High, 
John Acres proved to be so much more than just an 
effective teacher in the classroom: he was in fact, a 
true school master in every sense of the word, truly 
adopting the School’s holistic education philosophy 
and upholding all of its traditions.

In the sports field John Acres has been an 
exemplary coach. In the summer months he has been 
fully involved with the School’s swimming team. As 
master in charge for the past eight years, there is 
no doubt that John has ensured that Pretoria Boys 
High School has remained one of the top swimming 
schools, winning all of the Johannesburg Inter-High 
Galas while being in charge.

During the winter months, John was always to be 
found on the school hockey fields. Having initially 
coached in the age group levels, he was promoted to 
coach the School’s 3rd and 2nd Hockey XI’s where he 
did exceptionally well, having the enviable record 
of having lost only one match in a six year period! 
(That match, incidentally, was against another 
school’s first team.)

John’s other great love and significant contribution 
to the school was Abernethy House of which he was 
housemaster for nine years. He proved to be most 
caring and dedicated in this position where his 
concern for, and interest in, the boys’ well-being in 
his care was always admirable. He was at all times 
respected and had the support of both the boys 
and the staff in his House due to the sincere and 
dedicated manner in which he went about his job.

When one considers this heavy extra-mural, 
pastoral and academic load, it is difficult to imagine 
that John Acres still had the time and energy to 

complete three Comrades Marathons, the Duzi and 
fish River Canoe Marathons as well as taking two 
groups of pupils abroad to Greece and Australia 
with the International Schools’ Programme during 
his time at the school.

John’s love for the School and his total commitment 
in a wide range of spheres, together with his most 
friendly and kind disposition, have certainly made 
him a valuable and popular member of the Boys 
High community and someone who will be sorely 
missed by both boys and staff alike. Not only will 
John be missed around the grounds of Boys High 
but so, too, will his family. Irina, Andrew, David 
and more recently Thomas, were all faces familiar 
to those living on the property and, together with 
John, represented everything one could expect from 
the ideal family. At the same time, however, we 
congratulate him on his appointment to Midstream 
College where he has chosen to forward his career 
and where he will no doubt add huge value. We most 
sincerely thank John for a job well done and wish 
him and his family all the best for all the challenges 
which lie ahead.

Greg Hassenkamp

Mr Acres
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about such an illustrious character? I ask this 
not because I have nothing to say, but rather 

because there is so much to say. My first memories of 
the man stem back to when I was still at school in the 
mid 1990s and I heard him described as a robust, even 
outspoken, character. One of his defining features, 
back then, was his lion-like mane of blonde hair down 
to his hips. Of course, it would be several years before 
our paths crossed in ‘real’ life, but that did not make 
him (or his reputation as I knew it) less surreal, except 
by then his mane had been replaced by a cleanly-
shaved head. Binsbergen is, after all, no urban myth, 
but a real-life legend whom I was privileged enough 
to work with and get to know as a mentor and friend.

Pieter Binsbergen started his career at PBHS as a 
Form 1 in 1982. He matriculated in 1987 and went 
on to pursue an MA in fine Arts at the University of 
Pretoria, graduating in 1994. After this he returned 
to PBHS and taught in the Art Department that 
same year. He was appointed as Head of the Art 
Department in 2003 and, under his leadership, the 
Art Department underwent many changes, mostly 
because of the implementation of new educational 
structures. Binsbergen strode through these changes 
and saw to it that the pupils in his department 
excelled in their artistic endeavours.

By the time I joined the staff at PBHS in 2004, 
Binsbergen had established a well-oiled department, 
bursting with talent, ideas and ingenuity. His 
involvement at the School included many cultural 
and sporting activities such as the Angling Club, 
The Art Workshop and his grand artistic visions for 
the annual School Production. He was well-known 
as a friend and confidant to many boys, both before, 
and during, my time here.

Pieter was also instrumental, along with Amanda 
van Zyl (current Head of Arts and Culture) and 
Dawid Smuts (ex Art master at PBHS), in the revival 
and refurbishment of the Battissphere. In fact, had 
it not been for Pieter and Dawid standing in front 
of the bulldozers, the structure of the Battissphere 
would have been demolished. The Battisphere re-

opened as a fully-fledged, modernised Art Gallery 
in 2005. During his time here, Pieter also established 
himself as a professional, contemporary artist. He 
held, and continues to hold, several exhibitions, both 
as a solo artist and as part of group shows. Pieter also 
received various prizes and awards for his art and 
his contribution to art education and development 
in South Africa.

Pieter was also a remarkable leader within the 
school environment, both to the boys and in the 
Art Department. His involvement in Town House 
further strengthened the reputation of the House. 

It was with great sadness that I received news 
of his imminent departure to a promotional post 
as lecturer in Art Education at the University of 
Pretoria. He took up this post in July 2007 and we 
wish him well in his new endeavours. PBHS lost an 
asset, not a teacher, with his departure, and I lost a 
friend who never failed to make me see the lighter 
side of life with his clever comments and daring 
sense of humour. I know I am not the only one who 
feels that way!

K McEvoy

Mr Binsbergen
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part-time capacity as organist in 2002. His 
initial duties included playing the organ 

in assembly and at the School’s formal functions. At 
the beginning of 2004 we were able to lure him into 
taking a full time Governing Body appointment as a 
music teacher at the School. It was in this new, full-
time capacity that he became fully integrated in the 
life of the school.

Mr Loots’ teaching responsibilities included 
Theory of Music to the juniors, History of Music and 
General Music Knowledge to the seniors. In addition, 
he taught piano and organ and had the daunting 
task of accompanying most of the Form 2 boys who 
needed accompaniment. In all these varied tasks Mr 
Loots got on with the job in his quiet and unassuming 
manner, teaching as the school hymn encourages us 
‘… with patience and understanding …’.

On the extra-mural front, Mr Loots was fully 
involved. He ‘invented’ and managed the Brass Choir 
– a group of 6 – 8 brass players which accompany the 
singing in assembly along with the organ. This very 
special addition to our assemblies required many 
hours of specialised work behind the scenes: selection, 
arrangement, rehearsal and, finally, performance.

Due to Mr Loots’ interest in nature and the 
environment he became Master-in-Charge of the 
Wildlife Society in 2003. His dedication and enthusiasm 
quickly revitalised the society. Mr Loots organised 
excursions regularly and as far afield as Zambia. He 
organised working holidays in various game parks, 
including the Cheetah Farm at De Wildt. He instituted 
work sessions on the school property to clear alien 
vegetation. The single, most exciting, project which 

he launched was the rehabilitation and release of 
six spotted owls onto the school property – this was 
done in conjunction with the Rapture Rescue Project. 
Mr Loots was also appointed as a tutor to Matheson 
House, a job he tackled with energy and great care for 
the boys in his Form 2 and, later, Form 3 tutor group.

We were sad to learn that the book trade had 
lured Mr Loots back, yet we are, at the same time, 
thankful for the years of service he gave the School. 
The music he created and played at the School has 
made him part of its very fabric. We will miss him.

Niel van Watt
HOS: Music 

Mr Loots
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Abernethy House
Senior Housemaster: Mr J Acres
Tutors: Form I: Ms E Donaldson
 Form II: Ms K Bezuidenhout
 Form III: Mrs A Robinson
 Form IV: Mrs G du Plessis
 Form V: Mrs A van Straten
Head Prefect: Graeme da Silva
Deputy: Sipho Didiza
Prefects: Sihle Didiza
 Willem Potgieter
 Edward Naicker
 Mark Prior
 Savaal Singh
 Kgauhelo Sithole

It is as proud ‘Abernethians’ that we look back over 
the year 2007. It is difficult to believe that the entire 
year has almost passed but it is possible to see that 
the House has grown in many ways when compared 
to the previous year.

At the beginning of the year there was the 
welcome for the new Form One’s to the School and 
House. I think this was a great start to their Boys 
High experience, the start being orchestrated by the 
House matrics and Prefects. It was only a very short 
time before we realised that our Form 1s had great 
potential.

Forms II, III and IV also did their part in raising 
the bar of both performance and expectation within 
the House. Their support and co-operation is noted 
and appreciated. It is an unfortunate reality that 
any House is carried by a relatively small number 
of people and this, sadly, is true again this year. To 
those who were loyal, responsible and strong, a very 
big thank you. How easily our House could take top 
spot if all its members demonstrated their loyalty.

Abernethy has been blessed with a wide range of 
talents in a variety of arenas. It seems to me that we 
gave a very good account of ourselves this year in all 
of the Inter-House activities.

I would like to thank the House Prefects and my 
fellow matrics for their support in sharing my vision 
for Abernethy. Lastly, I would like to thank the 
tutors and Mr Acres. Without the guidance, caring 
and leadership of these dedicated staff, the House 
would simply have been a name and not a passion 
as it has been to most of us.

My message to the new crop of House Prefects is 
that you should make the most of 2008 by investing 
yourselves in the House and its members. Remember 
that ‘teamwork will make the Abernethy dream 
work’.
Graeme da Silva

Writing this report for the Pretorian is less of a chore 
than any of the others that I have had to write. I 
have a certain perspective now that I find myself 
being one of the ‘leavers’ of the group of 2007. It has 
been a pleasure to be the Senior Housemaster of the 
Abernethy boys and staff because of the relations that 
have been forged, the exciting moments shared and 
the tough times we have wrestled with together.

The House results shift up the scoreboard 
virtually every season which is important because 
this is the tangible way in which the boys themselves 
compare the success of their House. The observation 
that I have made is that in each of the school sports 
there is a very healthy spread of Abernethians, too 
numerous to mention, that have been recognised for 
their achievements and successes. Well done!

Good luck and God bless.
John Acres

Front Row L–R: S Singh, W Potgieter, E Naicker, ST Didiza, Mrs A van Straten (Tutor), G da Silva, SM Didiza, M Prior, R Sithole.
Second Row L–R: O Muyatwa, S Nkosi, A Yiannou, D Heath, C Mitchell, S Nombekela, K Mamabolo, K Mnguni.

Third Row L–R: M Alfama, D van Niekerk, A Myburgh, T Rankin, D Derman, S Ross, R Schwalb, Mr J Acres (Housemaster).
Back Row L–R: M du Plooy, W Black, D Witz, D van Greunen, A van der Westhuizen, R Higgs, D Wang.

Abernethy House Tutor Group
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Arcadia House
Senior Housemaster: Mr M Smith
Tutors: Form I: Ms C Christodoulou
 Form II: Ms E Schoeman
 Form III: Mrs L Georgiades
 Form IV: Mrs C Olivier
 Form V: Mrs J Holliday
Head Prefect: Matthew Steele
Deputy: Coetzee Marais
Prefects: Wium Erasmus
 Sibusiso Magagula
 Greg Currie
 Gordon Burnett
 Mofenyi Maimela
 Lourens Terblanche

This year has been one where Arcadia has not only 
prospered in the academic field but in the sporting 
field as well. We no longer just participated in the 
Inter-House events, we were a threat to all the other 
houses and competed with passion and respect for one 
another. I thoroughly enjoyed leading this wonderful 
house this year and also enjoyed watching how the 
house grew as a whole. Being a part of the magic that 
the matric group of 2007 helped to maintain throughout 
the time we have been here was spectacular.

A very special mention and thanks must go to the 
tutors of 2007. They made sure that all of the boys in 
the house were participating and did not let anyone 
stray from our intended destination of manhood. Mr 
Smith needs to be thanked for all the time and effort 
that goes into everything he does for the house. He 
has helped to make this year a very memorable one 
for the matrics.

The Arcadia Form V Farewell Dinner was an 
evening that will not easily be forgotten by those of 

us who attended it. That night was filled with stories, 
laughter and the sense of a great end to a fabulous 
time at Boys High. I would like to thank Mrs Holliday, 
Mrs Georgiades and Mr Smith for organising and 
running that evening.

The Arcadia matric group of 2007 will always be 
remembered as men who led by example and just 
took the lead, instead of waiting for it to be given to 
them. They always made the effort to compete in the 
Inter-House events and if they couldn’t participate, 
they were there to support the house without fail.

The House prefects this year were outstanding, they 
all took to their appointed positions with eagerness and 
they effortlessly became respected and in charge of their 
respective tutor groups. They finished off the year with 
the same amount of passion and effort with which they 
started. It was an honour to be associated with men of 
such stature and commitment. They showed me what 
it truly means to be a leader who is both responsible 
and respected. They were kings who kept the common 
touch and will remain as icons of strength not only for 
me but for the house in years to come.

Arcadia moulds and enriches the lives of all those 
who go through its ranks. We arrived as boys in 
our Form 1 year, filled with anxiety at being part of 
something so much bigger than ourselves and were 
taken into Arcadia where we found strength and 
security. Now we leave as men, men of pride and 
men of honour with the knowledge that we have 
what it takes to succeed in life.

Lastly, I would like to wish the leaving group of 
2007 the best of luck in the years to come and I know 
you will all become successful in life. Never forget 
that we made the past 365 days a vintage year!
Matthew Steele

Front Row L–R: G Currie, L Terblanche, W Erasmus, M Steele, Mr M Smith (Housemaster), C Marais, S Magagula, M Maimela, J van Schalkwyk.
Second Row L–R: Mrs J Holliday (Tutor), C Nel, B Fraser, M van Staden, G Barclay, S Botha, K Meyer, D Waldeck.

Third Row L–R: D Jooste, C Harmse, D Short, S Oosthuizen, M van den Boogaard, K Mmango, D Foster, A Stegmann.
Back Row L–R: R Mallory, G Krantz, C Spencer, L Khumalo, C Smith, G Meyer.

Arcadia House Tutor Group
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Armstrong House
Senior Housemaster:  Mr P Franken 
Tutors: Form I: Mrs D Albers 
 Form II: Mr C Fowler 
 Form III: Mr C MacDonald 
 Form IV : Mr A De Kock 
 Form V: Mrs T Millar 
Additional Tutors : Mrs L Ferreira 
 Mr K Mansfield 
 Mrs Y Reyburn 
Headprefect: E Gouws
Deputy : W Reid 
Prefects : J Knoetze
 A Botes
 B De Jongh
 L Motha
 G Evans
 J de Beer

Another year has come and gone. This has been 
an unforgettable year for Armstrong House. We 
are proving every year to be stronger and more 
competitive for the top Day Bay House. The memories 
and friendships that we have made over the last 5 years 
in Armstrong will remain in our hearts forever. Our 
Form V Armstrong group is very special as we started 
our lives in Armstrong with a bang, by winning the 
Form I camp competition and the first Day Boy House 
in the modern era to win the Junior Inter House Rugby 

competition in 2003. It is in this context that I would 
like to thank my fellow house prefects and matrics for 
all their support throughout the year. Without you 
guys Armstrong House would not have achieved the 
heights it did. You were all great role models for the 
house and I was proud to be part of the group.

I would like to thank Mrs Ferreira for all her 
support as our tutor from 2003 until 2005. A special 
thanks must also go to Mrs Millar for all her love, 
support and dedication to the matric group. You 
were not just a tutor but a friend to all of us. To 
Mr Franken, thank you for your great leadership 
as Housemaster. You always strove to get the best 
out of all of us. I will never forget that I was the 
Head Prefect of an amazing House. The sad fact is 
that the time has gone by so quickly and we will 
always remember our time at Boys High with great 
affection. I would like to wish the matric group of 
2008 the best of luck.

Special and Memorable Inter House Results:
Inter House Swimming: 4th

Inter House Athletics: 4th

Inter House Cross Country: 5th

Junior Inter House Soccer: 1st

Inter House Tennis: 1st

E Gouws

Front Row L–R: S Graham, G Evans, B de Jongh, W Reid, T Millar (Tutor), E Gouws, J de Beer, J Knoetze, L Motha.
Second Row L–R: T Govender, B Bleksley, L Ndimeni, K Bhana, J Burchell, G Gopalraj, B Smit, D Jacobs, T Radebe.
Third Row L–R: K Raubenheimer, P Pretorius, M Passetti, M Myburgh, M Greyling, R Nel, A Urban, R Shilubane.

Back Row L–R: W Jenkins, D Viljoen, B de Vos, N Blommaert, S van der Merwe, T Phala, M Kgama.
Absent: A Botes, Mr P Franken (Housemaster).

Armstrong House Tutor Group
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Hofmeyr House
Senior Housemaster: Mr M Smuts
Tutors: Form I: Mrs M Prinsen
 Form II: Mr R Blackmore
 Form III: Mr P Ewart-Phipps
 Form IV:  Mr P Grobler/

Mrs E Ellinghaus
 Form V: Mrs H Baptiste 
Head Prefect: Michael Sykes
Deputy: Erich Heilgendorff
Prefects: Dion Slabbert
 Gerhard Coetzee
 Mathetse Maepa
 Karabo Ditsebe
 Nicholas Hawker
 Robert Christian
 York Cunning

This year has once again proved to be an exceptional 
year for Hofmeyr House, both on and off the sports 
fields. The success can be largely attributed to both the 
willingness to participate and the determination of the 
boys within the House, and the outstanding guidance 
and leadership offered by Mr Smuts and his excellent 
group of tutors. It is due to their help and hard work 
that I believe Hofmeyr House has maintained its 
reputation as the best day boy house in the school.

Although Hofmeyr House dominated early Inter-
House events such as Cross Country and Inter-
Tutor relay, where our seniors again came first, 
we unfortunately did not fair so well in the water. 
Despite our best efforts, we were ranked 10th at both 
the Inter-House Swimming Gala and senior Inter-
House Water Polo. At least, as Mr Smuts likes to put 
it, ‘We broke into the Top 10’. But we did assert our 
dominance in other fields with impressive results, 
such as winning senior Inter-House Hockey for the 
second year in a row, second and third in junior 

and senior Inter-House Basketball respectively and 
also 2nd and 3rd in the junior and senior Inter-House 
Soccer. Another commendable result was our 5th 
place in Inter-House Athletics, where Armstrong 
narrowly beat us by three points. We also excelled 
in the Inter-House plays, where Rob Christian and 
York Cunning received honourable mentions, while 
Niku Kruger received the award for best actress.

Although we achieved outstanding results this 
year, none of this would have been achieved without 
the participation, passion and enthusiasm shown by 
the boys within the House. I would, therefore, like 
to thank everyone for the support and the time that 
they dedicated to the House, especially my fellow 
house prefects, not only for all the time and effort 
they put into their tutor groups, but also into the 
House. Your input has been invaluable and I thank 
you for your unwavering support for Michael and I. 
I would like to thank the matrics, in particular, for 
all that they did for the House and the School. The 
success of 2007 has not only been due to the tutors or 
the prefects, but mainly due to the leadership of the 
matric boys and the excellent example that they set 
for the rest of the school.

My final words of thanks must go to Mr Smuts and 
the tutors for the enormous amount of dedication and 
hard work that they put into this House. They are 
the unsung heroes of Hofmeyr House and without 
their unparalleled dedication and perseverance I am 
sure that Hofmeyr House would not be the house it 
is today.

Lastly, I wish the matrics and prefects of 2008 the 
best of luck for the year ahead. I have no doubt that 
you will be able to take Hofmeyr from strength to 
strength during your final year, and I am sure that 
2008 will be an even better year for Hofmeyr House.
Erich Heilgendorff

Front Row L–R: G Coetzee, K Ditsebe, Y Cunning, M Sykes, Mrs H Baptiste (Tutor), E Heilgendorff, R Christian, MP Maepa, D Slabbert.
Second Row L–R: B Mistry, T Malope, L Lambrechs, R van der Merwe, T Gericke, H Armstrong, R Visser, M Barnard, K Moodley, N Hawker.

Third Row L–R: K Mncube, S Collinge, D Lombard, C Sanderson, M Petzer, M Ugrin, M Kahimbaara, V Daudet, MM Maepa.
Back Row L–R: D Sun, B Theron, D Skelton, J Wood, Mr M Smuts (Housemaster).

Hofmeyr House Tutor Group
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Matheson House
Senior Housemaster: Mrs A Matthews
Tutors Form I: Mrs S Singh
 Form II: Mrs U Naudé
 Form III:  Mr P Loots/

Mrs T Ronga
 Form IV: Mr J Kelly
 Form V: Mr L van Reenen
Head Prefect: Antony Vervoort
Deputy: Jonathan Oldnall
Prefects: Tucker Vorster
 Herman le Roux
 Peet Crowther
 Madumetja Setsiba
 Guilio Zorzi
 Kyle Lentz

‘Mike and the Mechanics’ wrote that:

‘Looking back
over my shoulder
I can see
That look in your eyes
I never dreamed
It could be over
I never wanted to say goodbye’

‘Looking back over my shoulder
With an aching deep in my heart
I wish that we were starting over
Oh, instead of drifting so far apart’

As overly sentimental as those lyrics might sound 
for this report, it is sincerely how the matrics of 
Matheson House 2007 feel about leaving the group 
of which they have been a part for five years.

The matrics, beyond doubt, will remember every 
one of their five Inter-House galas – and our second 
place finish this year – where it has become almost 
standard practice that every ‘Matheson Soldier’ 
chips in (whether it be on the stands or in the pool).

Although it is generally the boarding houses 
which excel sport-wise, I think it is universally 
accepted that the day boy houses, nevertheless, 
outshine the boarding houses academically. And in 
the same breath it is also, indisputably, spot-on that 
Matheson House outrivals any other House in view 
of general scholastic finesse.

Matheson has, with the guidance of Mrs Matthews 
and the tutors, fully accepted every one of its boys 
and, I can write with confidence, made everyone feel 
very welcome.

The vigour injected into Matheson over our 
five years, particularly by our Mrs Matthews, 
(whose ‘oomph’ and energy are, without question, 
unrivalled) and by every one of the Matheson 
House tutors, has been extraordinary. As a result, 
from every boy, we say ‘Thank you, Mrs Matthews. 
Thank you, sirs and madams’. From the matrics, a 
full-sized, ‘Thank you so, so much Mr van Reenen. 
For everything.’

To the new Matheson House of 2008, ‘paint the 
town red!’ (or maroon as I’m sure it would have 
been in our case). To the matrics of 2007, ‘It’s been 
five fantastic years. Thank you so much. Make the 
next twenty, thirty, forty years out of this world!’

Retrospectively, the last two years (I somehow 
have no recollection of the first three years) spent 
at Matheson House have been spectacular. Magical. 
Dazzling, Astonishing. Thank you.
Antony Vervoort

Front Row L–R: P Crowther, H le Roux, T Vorster, A Vervoort, Mr L van Reenen (Tutor), J Oldnall, G Zorzi, M Setsiba, K Lentz.
Second Row L–R: Mrs A Matthews (Housemaster), T Reddy, E Eksteen, M Smith, O Mokwena, M Matlala, M Mulaudzi, B Sage, 

F Iturralde, B Crighton.
Third Row L–R: W Kühn, H Mouton, M Mojapelo, M Linley, A Teodorczuk,S Russell, M Marais, R Kitshoff, R Carolissen.

Back Row L–R: A Mavrakis, M de Canha, B Godfrey, S Schickerling, P Molele.

Matheson House Tutor Group
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Rissik House
Senior Housemaster: Mr M Southwood
Tutors: Form I: Mr M Evans
 Form II: Mr N Brennan
 Form III: Mr D van der Merwe
 Form IV: Mr R Köhne
 Form V: Mr M Southwood
Head Prefect: Andrew Christie
Deputy: Quentin Phiri
Prefects: Maarten Laubscher
 Troye Blignaut
 Nathan Fourie
 Michael Mole

2007 started with the arrival of twenty-three excited 
young Form Is who were eager to experience the 
benefits of living in Rissik. The matrics immediately 
set about trying to mould them into capable young 
Rissik men. The boys set out on their Form I camp 
and came back dirty, grimy and very determined to 
excel for the House. 

Rissik has proved to be a fantastic watersport house 
this year. first term successes included retaining the 
swimming trophy with the help of the Canadian 
import, James Burg. This was followed in quick 
succession with victories in the Junior and Senior 
Water Polo and it seemed as though we could win 
anything we competed in this year. Unfortunately, 
reality set in and, although we finished second or third 
in cross country, rugby and soccer, we would have 
to wait for athletics to produce our other highlight 
of the year, when a splendid team effort by all the 

boys competing, resulted in a win. The matrics have 
led the house admirably this year and credit must be 
given to Andrew Christie and Quentin Phiri for their 
commitment to the School and the House as they both 
set a fine example. The House prefects have done a 
sound job and have left their mark this year.

Ultimately it is not the sporting feats but the 
characters within the House that make memories: 
the well-mannered and friendly Os Leith, Sherman 
Mole, Kyle Gallagher, the naughty young men who 
gave their all for the House, Robbie Gien, Josh Carter, 
Koeks Ralepelle, Emile Godden and Troye Blignaut, 
and the Rissik ghost who wafts through the corridors 
at night, ‘Danny’ Gray, and the rugby manne who 
are huge but mild mannered, Big Brad and ‘The 
Father’. It is also pleasing to know we will not be 
subjected to the musical efforts of Luke at another 
cultural evening, even though the talent of his 
partner, Maarten, will be sorely missed. Lastly, we 
will miss the loud music emanating from DJ Mitch 
and the quiet young men, Bryden, Doug and Philip.

I believe the ultimate test of how a matric group 
has been lies in how their Form Is turn out. The signs 
are that 2007 has been a successful year and there 
is real potential amongst the Form Is, from the long 
Chamberlain to the huge and seriously fast Collins, 
to the tiny Els and ‘Slick’ Mafulako. 2007 has been 
another successful year for Rissik and the boys 
living under its roof. May 2008 see the House go 
from strength to strength.
M R Southwood

Front Row L–R: N Fourie, M Laubscher, Q Phiri, A Christie, T Blignaut, M Mole, L Tooley.
Second Row L–R: P Pearce, A Haas, B Mitchell, R Gien, D McArthy, K Gallagher, E Godden.

Third Row L–R: J Carter, S Leith, KJ Ralepelle, M Marais, G Dunlop.
Back Row L–R: B Gray, C Mole, B Rose, M Bowker, Mr M Southwood (Housemaster).

Rissik House Tutor Group
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School House
Senior Housemaster: Mr A Simmons
Tutors: Form I: Mr L Randall
 Form II: Mr C fielding
 Form III: Mr J Tucker
 Form IV: Mr P Harold
 Form V: Mr A Simmons
Head Prefect: Dian van der Westhuizen
Deputy: Jason Schutte
Prefects: Craig Keeny
 Brett van Rensburg
 Robert Craig
 Kabelo Maswanganye
 Shaun Landsberg
 Lloyd fisher

Another year has flown past and 2007, in many aspects, 
has proven to be yet another memorable and successful 
year for School House. This could be seen in the boys’ 
undying love and devotion to the house on the sports 
field and in other spheres of Pretoria Boys High.

Once again, School House was a force to be 
reckoned with in the various Inter-House activities 
and the highlight was undoubtedly our victory in 
the Senior Inter-House Squash. The awesome efforts 
of all the boys involved in all the events have to be 
commended. 

Much of this year’s success is due to the wonderful 
group of housemasters who share in the spirit of 
the house. Mr Randall, Mr Tucker, Mr fielding and 
Mr Harold have been prime examples to the boys 
and their contribution towards our lives is greatly 
appreciated. Mr Simmons has done a superb job in 
his first year as Senior Housemaster and there is no 
doubt that School House is in magnificent hands.

Excellence was achieved in all major spheres 
of school activities by the boys of the House. This 
could be seen in the numerous colours awarded to 
boys for academics, sport and culture. These boys 
have definitely done both the house and the school 
proud and they are to be congratulated on their fine 
achievements.

The leaving matric group must also be con-
gratulated on a year filled with pride, passion and 
determination that was added to School House’s 
already proud tradition and history. It can be said in 
confidence that the happy and healthy environment 
will be preserved for many years to come. This is a 
place where unbreakable bonds between friends are 
formed and where values are instilled to ensure a 
prosperous future for those who pass through these 
corridors.
Dian van der Westhuizen

Front Row L–R: B van Rensburg, L fisher, J Schutte, D van der Westhuizen, S Landsberg, K Maswanganye. R Craig.
Second Row L–R: W Forster, H van den Berg, M du Plessis, G Gericke, L Ntshingila, S Ngidi, D Mackenzie.

Third Row L–R: D Molver, D Gillham, K Mabeta, R van der Schyff, C Keeny, L Negri, D Nel.
Back Row L–R: K Mabeta, R van der Schyff, C Keeny.

Absent: M Woods, G Gericke.

School House Tutor Group
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Tutors: Form I: Mr P Botha
 Form II: Mr K Petje
 Form III: Mr N Loupos
 Form IV: Mr L Keeton
 Form V: Mr G Hassenkamp
Head Prefect: Adam Rundle
Deputy: Paul de Chalain
Prefects: Matthew Solomon
 Mark Spitz
 Omphile Seabela
 Thomas Marx
 Kevin Ponton

2007 was an exciting and eventful year for Solomon 
House. Unfortunately, we started off with three 
second places, being in the Inter-House Swimming, 
Junior and Senior Water Polo.

But that soon changed to some well deserved first 
places, these being Senior Inter-House Cross Country 
and two well fought Inter-House Rugby victories. 
One of the most memorable was the outstanding 
Inter-House Play, which was written by a matric boy, 
Ralph Strange. Solomon was awarded a first place and 
Ralph Strange was awarded the best director’s title.

There were on-going improvements to the house 
which included the new table tennis set, new water 

coolers and the upgrading of the ladies toilet, inside 
prep room and TV room.

This was all made possible by the Parents’ 
Committee. Solomon would like to thank the Parents’ 
Committee for all they have done around the house 
and for the very successful golf day this year. Thank 
you very much.

Many thanks must be given to the boys for the 
outstanding manner in which they represented 
Solomon House this year. The trophies and many 
colours awards were truly well deserved.

The exceptional leadership in the house contributed 
to the outstanding way Solomon boys represented 
themselves around the school and on the sports 
field, this was due to the great prefects we had in the 
house. A special thank you for a job well done.

A huge thanks must be given to the masters, 
especially Mr Hassenkamp, for all the support 
they have given the House this year. This being Mr 
Hassenkamp’s last year in Solomon a special thanks 
must be given to you, Sir, for the past five years of 
loyalty to the house.

2007 was a great year, but we have no doubt that 
2008, under the guidance of Mr Smith, will be even 
better, good luck and thanks for the unforgettable 
year.
Adam Rundle

Front Row L–R: T Marx, O Marothodi, M Spitz, A Rundle, P De Chalain, T Solomon, K Ponton.
Second Row L–R: M Moshesh, P Tytherleigh, M Strydom, T Chikukwa, M Oldfield, C Loder, D Janse van Vuuren.

Third Row L–R: J Holtzhausen, G McMahon, R Strange, R Smith, M Toweel.
Back Row L–R: R Shaw, L Thompson, M McGuire, C Simon, Mr G Hassenkamp (Housemaster).

Solomon House Tutor Group
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Sunnyside House
Senior Housemaster: Mr D Wright
Tutors: Form I: Mrs A Sparrow
 Form II: Mrs A floor
 Form III: Mrs S Ward
 Form IV: Mr A O’Brien
 Form V: Mrs H Coetzee
Assistants Mr M van Zyl
 Mr M Moodley
 Ms G Wroth
Head Prefect: Peter Beckwith
Deputy: Gareth Crankshaw
Prefects: Henrico Swanepoel
 Anthony Sarmias
 Philip Voutsas
 Eihorere Wesigye
 Siddhartha Ram
 Rean Theron

I have been fortunate enough to be part of Sunnyside 
House for four years and 2007 has been another 
successful year. We have talented individuals, but 
I think the camaraderie amongst us this year has 
drawn us closer together and has made us a more 
serious contender in the various events.

We have proven that we are a strong force off the 
field, coming first in Senior Debating and second in 
Junior Debating, Junior and Senior Chess and the House 
Plays, where we also won ‘Best Visual Production’.

We have also proven our mettle on the sports 
fields, where we were placed second in the Junior 
Hockey, Junior and Senior Squash, and fourth in 

the Senior Rugby. Although we did achieve high 
positions in the various Inter-House events, that 
is not the reason I consider this year a success. We 
were successful because all the boys in the house 
participated, whether it was in an event, or in 
support of their team mates.

The unity that exists this year can be greatly 
attributed to Mr Wright, the tutors and the house 
prefects. I would like to thank Gareth Crankshaw and 
the other house prefects for their continual efforts in 
making this House as good as it is. To the tutors, I 
would like to thank you for your endless support 
throughout the year and for making the boys’ lives that 
much easier. Mr Wright must also be thanked for his 
motivation to the house and the positive energy that 
he brings with it. He has the perfect balance between 
putting us in our place and being our friend.

After being in the same class and in the same 
Inter-House teams with the same boys for five years, 
a strong friendship has been created amongst the 
matric group. I wish you all the best for the future, 
whatever it may hold for you, and thank you for 
the wonderful memories we have shared together. 
I will miss being a part of this great House and 
will remember all the good times that I have had 
representing the black and white house.

I wish next year’s matrics all the best and I’m sure 
that you will carry on the high standards of Sunnyside 
House to which we have become accustomed.

Keep the black banner flying high!
Peter Beckwith

Front Row L–R: A Sarmias, P Voutsas, S Ram, P Beckwith, Mrs H Coetzee (Tutor), G Crankshaw, H Swanepoel, R Theron, E Wesigye.
Second Row L–R: S Golimpi, B Hendriks, N Maree, A Citton, W Ackhurst, D Chetty, J Wagner, R Strydom, A Rapanos, P Moatshe.

Third Row L–R: J Knudsen-Adams, M Eccles, F Chabrat, W Cormack, C Meyer, L Ngwenya, Z Sujee, G Cloete, L Moerdyk, 
Mr D Wright (Housemaster).

Back Row L–R: T Matsebula, R Thompson, S Gilbride.

Sunnyside House Tutor Group
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Town House
Senior Housemaster: Dr J Lombard
Tutors: Form I: Ms T Fairall
 Form II: Mrs H Stuart
 Form III: Mrs A Theron
 Form IV: Mr M Badenhorst
 Form V:  Mrs P Binsbergen, 

Mr K McEvoy
Head Prefect: Andreas Pashiou
Deputy: Lesedi Nake
Prefects: Tristan Bagshaw
 Matthew Bowden
 Iain Hendricks
 Angelo Lazarides
 Sipho Madalane
 Nicolaos Romanos

The year has come and gone very quickly. Town House 
has had its ups and downs during this busy and eventful 
year, but we made the best of all the opportunities 
given to us. The year started with the House welcoming 
Dr Lombard as the new Housemaster. The good 
relationships between the boys in the House and the 
staff members of Town House have really flourished. 
A great feeling of belonging and loyalty to the House 
has developed. This year saw the departure of a well-
loved member of Town House, Mr Peter Binsbergen. 
We wish him well in his future endeavours. The House 
welcomed Mr McEvoy as his replacement and we wish 
him a happy stay in Town House.

The House Prefects introduced a weekly Town 
House trophy, awarded to the boy or team in Town 
House which has achieved the best in all aspects for 
the House, whether it be academically, sporting or 
culturally. The Townsman Award is sure to become 
a part of Town House’s fibre and traditions. A special 
mention must be made of the House’s two Dux 
scholars in 2007 – Fuxun Xia for the Form 5 group 
and Frederic Raw for the Form 2 group.

On the sportsfield, Town House has grown in 
strength this year. Some of the highlights include 
a third place in the Senior Squash, a second place 
in the Senior Basketball, a fifth place in the Senior 
Rugby and, perhaps the best performance by a Town 
House team for the year, a third place in the Junior 
Rugby event. It was never a struggle to get the boys 
to participate in the Inter-House events this year and 
all the events were well attended.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr 
Lombard and all the House Tutors for their support 
and guidance throughout the year. The spectacular 
group of Form 5 boys contributed to the great spirit and 
sense of belonging in the House. They led by showing 
the best example of commitment to the House and 
served as a great example to the Town House boys.

I wish Town House a triumphant and extraordinary 
2008 and may the original day boy House extend its 
widespread wings and grow stronger and stronger.
Andreas Pashiou

Front Row L–R: N Romanos, T Bagshaw, M Bowden, I Hendricks, Mr K McEvoy (Tutor), A Pashiou, L Nake, S Madalane, A Lazarides.
Second Row L–R: L Mashishi, C Georgiades, R fincham, D Fourie, P Roebuck, B Rademan, G Pilz, R Mogodi, J Cerveira.

Third Row L–R: F Xia, W Ruhlig, J Lubbe, S Ngcwangu, C Manna, W Jumat, R Horne, N Becker.
Back Row L–R: A Lineker, D Lourens, J van der Merwe, E Brittz, E Maré, S Donald, Dr J Lombard (Housemaster).

Town House Tutor Group
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Matric Dance
For several weeks, excitement and anticipation had 
been building up in all three hundred odd matrics 
and were ready to explode into the event that all the 
boys had been waiting for. The matrics had been 
planning endlessly, not only for the dance but also 
for the perfect before- and after-party. finally, the 
day dawned, on the 25th of August, for the long-
awaited 007 Casino Royale Matric Dance.

‘The name’s Bond, James Bond.’ This was the 
greeting that everyone received from ‘Bond’ himself 
when climbing out of their vehicle of choice. Everyone 
did indeed arrive in true Bond style, which ranged 
from limos to sports cars to even a motorboat. Above 
Bond’s head and on the main façade of the school 
building were red, flashing lights which displayed 
the words ‘Casino Farewell’ and what a casino 
farewell it would be!

After walking on the red carpet through the 
foyer and through the doors, everyone seemed to 
be awestruck with the transformation of the hall. 
From the roof there were beautiful black and white 
drapes that flowed to the sides of the hall. Around 
the hall were huge playing cards and boards that 
had painted-on Bond figures and poker chips. On 
the tables were massive white rose displays and 
hundreds of perfectly shaped mirrors just adding to 
the beauty of the setting.

As for the boys and their partners – everyone was 
dressed for the occasion, with the boys looking their 
sharpest and their partners looking stunning in all 
colours of the rainbow.

It was then time to show off the dance moves that 
everyone had acquired during the dance lessons and, 
sadly enough, during class periods, the week before! 
Everyone was concentrating hard for the opening 
dance, the waltz. One could hear a silent but definite 
1, 2, 3 coming from the boys while everyone ducked 
and dodged each other. However, there was still the 
odd ‘kick the partner on the shin’ here or a ‘bash into 
another couple’ there.

The rest of the night was then spent doing one’s 
own thing. Some either danced the night away or 
attempted the Pasa Doblé to the brilliant music, 
while others took group photos, greeted and chatted 
with their friends and teachers or helped themselves 
to the delicious three course meal.

Another enjoyable feature of the evening was the 
Greek Dance, where the rest of the crowd first gazed 
on in amazement and then joined arm in arm with 
each other and started moving around the Greeks to 
the beat of the song.

Before we knew it, the long awaited matric dance 
was over. It was then time for the next phases of the 
dance – the after-party and the breakfast.

I can honestly say that the dance exceeded all my 
expectations of how amazing and how much fun it 
could be. This would not have been possible without 
the help of all the matric mothers, Form IV waiters 
and teachers that were a part of this huge event. So, on 
behalf of all the matrics, I thank you. I extend a special 
thank you to Mrs Ferreira who always goes out of her 
way to make it the special evening that it is.

I’m sure all the matrics will testify that this was an 
amazing night of enjoyment and one of those special 
Boys High moments that we will remember, until 
Bond is not 007 anymore!

Peter Beckwith
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Remembrance Day
Address by Mr Brian Newby, old boy and veteran of 
World War Two, on the occasion of the Remembrance 
Day service held on Friday 9 November.

I am honoured to speak to you on Armistice Day. 
You boys may find it difficult to understand the 
background to this ceremony, perhaps I, being 

one of the fast disappearing generation involved in 
World War II can paint a picture for you. 

The spine-tingling sound of The Last Post 
commemorates those who fell in WW1 ‘THE WAR 
TO END ALL WARS’, only to be followed by WW2 
twenty years later.

Those boys who visited the European battlefields 
last year will testify how difficult it is to relate to the 
thousands of casualties killed in one night of battle, 
and 40 000 names inscribed on a monument for those 
with ‘No known grave’.

It is on a personal level when a close friend is 
involved, that reality strikes home.

Next time you are in the cricket pavilion, have a 
look at the Honours Board for Captains of SA Schools’ 
Nuffield Shield. There are only two names recorded: 
1940 Bruce Neser and 1941 Charl Cilliers. Both went 
to war but only Charl Cilliers returned. Bruce Neser 
was an outstanding lad who came from Klerksdorp. 
I still , today, have a picture in my mind of Bruce 
standing in front of Solomon House in his cricket 
whites, laughing and smiling in the sun, as always.

We left school in 1940 and I didn’t hear of him until 
four years later on a dark and stormy night about 
40km north of florence in Italy. October 1944. Not the 
romantic wineland of Tuscany loved by travellers 
today, but a very muddy battlefield. Bruce was in 
the much admired PBI, the poor bloody infantry – 
who were trying to take Monte Stanco, an important 
commanding height, ferociously defended by the 
enemy.

Already the Indian infantry in the FFR had been 
thrown off in a counter attack and the same fate 
befell the British Guards Brigade, then it was the 
turn of the South African Infantry who were soon 
in trouble.

We in the artillery were turned out of our sleeping 
bags after midnight to respond to O.P. call for 
supporting fire. Soon our 8 –105mm S.P. guns were 
in action all night. Next day I heard via the grapevine 
that Bruce Neser had been killed in that action.

That picture of Bruce in his white clothes again 
flashed before my eyes and I thought

what a waste of such a promising life – war is 
not glamorous, it is tragic, but I believe that it was 
justified to defeat Hitler’s aim of world domination 
(and he very nearly won).

Dick and Rodney Yaldwyn were in School House 
– Dick was Head of House – a great athlete, Victor 

Ludorum and especially a cross country runner, as 
was his brother Rodney. At school, Dick would lead 
the House on a cross country training run then he 
would run back to encourage the stragglers and then 
chase up the leaders! He did this many times.

Well, Dick and Rodney both joined the army. Dick 
came back but Rodney perished in the same battle 
for Mt Stanco. Several years after the war I bumped 
into Dick on holiday at Port Elizabeth. Dick was still 
bitter about losing his brother and when he heard I 
was there in the artillery he said, ‘When the infantry 
were in trouble and called for help you didn’t even 
save them.’ All I could say was ‘I’m sorry if it was 
too little too late. We did our best,’ but this couldn’t 
make up for his personal loss.

When the Headmaster reads out the Roll of Honour, 
you will hear the names of Bruce Neser, Rodney 
Yaldwyn, Rex Bean, Shepperson and many others. 
They all bring up visions of the past. The Moth Prayer 
says ‘At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
we will remember them.’ So much for remembrance.

But what of the future? It is up to all of us, but 
especially you of the coming generation, to be vigilant 
of our democracy to avoid a war. You don’t want 
your classmates appearing on the Roll of Honour.

Political leaders must not be able to follow the 
typical path of dictators. first they get control of the 
army and police, then the press and the judiciary and 
then they are powerful enough to eliminate political 
opponents.

Hitler and the Nazi Party followed just this 
path when eliminating over 2 million of their own 
countrymen, as illustrated by the words of Pastor 
Niemoller. Niemoller was a respected German 
submarine commander in WW1. Initially he supported 
Hitler’s rebuilding of the nation, but when he saw the 
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Remembrance Day
ultimate objective was war and world domination he 
spoke out against it and in 1937 was arrested and sent 
to Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp and later to 
Dachau. He converted to Catholicism and became 
a pastor. He said, ‘first they took the Communists 
but I was not a Communist and said nothing. Then 
they took the Social Democrats. I did nothing. Then 
it was the Trade Unionists’ turn but I was not a Trade 
Unionist. And then they took the Jews but I was not 
a Jew. And then they came for me and there was no 
one left who could stand up for me.’

Learn from the past and be vigilant of our 
democracy.
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Trans-Africa motorcycle ride

1. Media coverage of the send-off provided by the Form One pupils 
who tracked Shane in the succeeding weeks as part of their 
Geography studies.

2. Shane Vervoort and Mr Duncan Hindle, the Director General of 
Education.

3. The Headmaster and Shane Vervoort, an old boy of PBHS, who was 
about to set off on an attempt to cross Africa and reach Cairo in 98 
days.

4. He’s off! Shane achieved his goal in the allotted 98 days.

‘Fire engine’ for the Bush School

This converted ex-military vehicle was donated by a group of parents to 
the bush school to assist with the fighting of bush fires.

1

3

2

4
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A new clothing shop

1. A new clothing shop was constructed in the second half of 2007 in 
the space between the central dining hall and the squash courts.

2. Mrs Janet Feather, chief purveyor of garments at Boys High, behind 
the counter of the new shop.

3. The new shop was ready for business at the start of 2008.

The school’s original architectural 
plans discovered

A group of parents including two of the current governors, Mr Gavin 
Beckwith and Professor Karel Bakker (second and third from left) 

examine some of the plans that date back to 1908. Some of these were 
photographically reproduced, framed and presented to the school by the 

leaving group of 2007. They can be seen outside the school museum.

Old Boys reunions’

Six reunions took place during 2007. There were 10, 20, 25, 30, 40 and 
50 year on gatherings. Here, the 25 year on group enjoys sherry under 

the west Norfolk Pine prior to the last post being played.

1

3

2
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Photographic Society
The Photographic Society undertook a trip to the 
Kalahari Desert during the June holidays. Since it’s 
very cold out there during the winter, we decided 
not to camp but stay at the Molopo Kalahari Lodge, 
situated in the area known as the green Kalahari, 
65 km from the world famous Kalahari Transfrontier 
Park and 2 km south of the Botswana border. We 
left Boys High at 4 am on Sunday morning the 24th 
of June in a school minibus. Our route took us past 
Vryburg and from there we opted to take the route 
via Upington to Molopo, instead of the shorter dirt 
road to Kuruman. The trip of nearly twelve hours 
was completely uneventful, apart from two speeding 
fines which we were not aware of at the time. The 
Molopo Lodge is a true oasis in the desert and the 
staff was very friendly and helpful. We settled in 
quickly on Sunday night and, after a lovely barbeque 
under the stars, we fell asleep with the sounds of 
jackals and night owls in the distance. 

On Monday morning we arrived at the Kalahari 
Transfrontier gate,taking over an hour to cover 65 km 
on the worst dirt road imaginable. The lady with 
whom we had our appointment, somehow misread 
her schedule for the day and wasn’t ready when we 
arrived. She asked us to wait and kept us waiting 
for almost an hour, while she attempted to get her 
presentation running. When she finally did, (with 
the help of the boys) her talk was very interesting 
and informative and was accompanied by beautiful 
photos of the wildlife in the park. Two things are 
worth mentioning here: firstly, the red dunes that 
we’ve come to associate with the Kalahari are, in fact, 
a sign of bad eco-management. The dunes should 
be covered in grass, like the dunes in the park. The 
second thing was a story that starts with a story:

Apparently there are three kinds of animals which 
people tend to confuse with each other. One is the 
‘Meerkat,’ which has a thin tail, and the others are 
two types of squirrels, both with thick, bushy tails. 
The difference between the two squirrels is that the 
one is suicidal. They will wait along the side of the 
road for you to come driving along and then, just as 
you drive past them, they dash out and run in front 
of your car. (Note from MIC – no squirrels were 
harmed on this trip.)

At the end of the talk she thanked us for our patience 
and we thanked her for her talk, but she forgot to give 
us our entry permit, and we forgot to ask! So we went 
on our merry way, driving very slowly – as indicated 
on all the signs you see everywhere – talking and 
taking photos and then a little squirrel dashed out in 
front of our car. We immediately identified it as the 
suicidal type whose name we had all forgotten. But 
this story would never have been a story if this little 
suicidal squirrel didn’t stop in the middle of the road 
right in front of our car, sitting there nibbling on a little 
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on. As we were all laughing and taking photos of 
this little squirrel, one of the boys got out of the car 
and took a close-up shot of said squirrel, and the next 
moment all the boys were out of the car, taking photos 
of the rocks, sand and other things boys with cameras 
find interesting in the desert. All of this happened 
so quickly, and as ‘luck’ would have it, at this very 
moment another car arrived and the driver said we’re 
not allowed to get out of the cars in a nature reserve. 
Well, I felt about two centimetres tall, especially seeing 
as I was in a vehicle with ‘Pretoria Boys High’ painted 
all over it in large, friendly letters.

So we drove on, taking more photos of animals in 
the dust, when we saw a police vehicle approaching 
us with lights flashing, indicating that we must pull 
over. He stopped in front of us, sauntered over, as 
only policemen can saunter and asked to please see 
my permit. We did not have a permit.

In the end, we apologised profusely, went back to 
the main gate to collect our permit, and decided to 
head back to Molopo. On the way back we saw a huge 
red dune next to a windmill and decided to stop to 
take some photos, and this was another of the many 
memorable experiences on our trip.

We were taking photos of the dune from the side 
of the road when the manager of the farm arrived 
and we asked him if he would allow us to go onto 
the property and take some photos from the top of 
the dune. He was very happy to let us. It was quite a 
climb up the dune and we were not there long before 
the owner came driving up in his 4×4. He asked if we 
would like to see his eland, ofcourse we said ‘yes’. Off 
we went, with me in the cab and Mrs Black and the 
boys on the back. We had an exhilarating drive as he 
flew over the dunes in what we soon realised was a 
chase to catch one of his eland for us. With the help 
of two of his workers and two very interesting dogs, 
they finally caught the eland and we had a very close 
encounter with a very scared young eland, while the 
adrenalin was still pumping in our hearts. I did not 
enjoy this, I am all for animals being free – the eland 
hurt himself in the chase, almost ripping its horn from 
its head and, silently, I hoped he would recover.

Photographic Society

1. All aboard for the game drive in Vishgat.
2. Kalahari parking lot: the Boys High bus as seen from the sand dune.
3. Getting into the hang of camel riding
4. Bush business: Tyron Hopf bargaining.
5. Getting the perfect shot
6. Tobbi the guide
7. Dune surfing: Jared Burchell airborne.
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The owner then decided to show us a tree with a 
bee colony in it that had been there for ten years. He 
had a very old-looking gun with him in the car and 
I asked him about it. He said it was a .303 from 1898 
and showed me the place on the gun with the date on. 
As I took a photo of this, Jared Burchell asked him – in 
very proper Afrikaans – ‘Oom, skop die geweer?’ ‘Wil 
jy dit voel, boetman?’ was the reply, as he positioned 
Jared with gun against shoulder. Long instructions 
as to where to aim and what to do with the trigger 
followed and Jared had his first ever shot using an 
1898 .303 rifle that was probably used in the Anglo-
Boer War. On the way back, the owner also told us that 
the photo of the red dune on one of the MS Windows’ 
backgrounds is his dune. I can well believe it, because 
we took photos that are very similar to that.

Later he showed us his windmill and proudly 
watched the crystal clear water bubbling out of the 
desert sand. I realised that these cruel, crazy people 
have to wrestle a living out of this barren earth on a 
daily basis, and I forgave him for making the eland 
hurt himself because I understood the pride that he 
wanted to share with us.

On Tuesday we met with an amazing person 
named Tobbi. He is the eldest son of the leader of 
the Khoi-San community but not the next leader. 
This honour was bestowed by the Great Spirit on 
his brother Hendrik, whom we later met. Tobbi is 
the eleventh best tracker in the world and he led us 
on a trail, telling us what spoor belonged to which 
animal, what had been eaten, by what and at what 
time. The veld came alive for us. The way in which he 
spoke about these creatures, made me feel humble, 
uneducated and small. He took us to a clearing where 
there stood two makeshift rugby poles and several 
small makeshift shelters: the scene where Vodacom 
shot their advertisement. He was in the advertisement 
but Hendrik was the one on whom the ball fell.

Tobbi’s sister is called Oulit and she is the head-
woman of the tribe. As such, she was the lady I had to 
negotiate with to organise a tribal dance that evening. 
She sat on her dilapidated plastic chair in front of a 
straw-covered hut, breastfeeding a youngster as I 
approached her, but her attitude was regal. We opened 
negotiations by talking about things which had nothing 
to do with why we were there. finally we came to what 
we wanted to do that evening, we would like to join 
them, I said, if they were to dance. Her price, she said 
was R500 per person. After much negotiation she 
lowered her price to R200 per person and I knew that 
was as low as it would go. I said I’ll have to talk to the 
rest of our party. The boys, being boys with few years 
and not much wisdom, said it was too much, and we 
left after saying goodbye to the whole family. 

That afternoon, back at the lodge, the manager 
asked me what our plans were for the evening. We 

were going to go out to a dry pan – Koopan – close 
to the lodge, to take sunset photos. He asked me 
to phone him when we were ready to have supper 
– they would bring us everything for a barbeque out 
there. We took some awesome photos and shortly 
after sunset a 4×4 arrived and they set up a table 
and chairs, with ‘pot brood’, salad and chicken in 
different sauces. The owner gave us all this to say 
thank you, because we took some photos of the 
lodge for him to use on his website and catalogues.

On Wednesday we went dune-surfing on a farm, 
which was slightly disappointing. first of all, the 
owner wanted to charge us R1 500 because we were – 
according to her – a film team. After more successful 
practice in negotiation this time, she charged us R30 
per person. Then, the dune itself was not all that 
high, not all that smooth and the surf boards were 
bits of plastic drum with pieces of rope tied to them. 
But fun was had by all, nonetheless. That afternoon 
we went camel riding.

Not being particularly partial to camels myself 
(having spent a number of years with the smelly, 
grimy, Arab variety) I was not looking forward to this, 
but what a nice surprise. The farm – Knoppieskraal 
– is on the other side of a dry salt pan which is 10 km 
across, with shimmering mirages that speak to your 
soul. The last bit of road took us through a mountain 
pass that rivals Mordor, to a quaint farmhouse with 
a very worried farmer and his wife waiting for us. 
Tea, coffee, tall glasses of ice cold orange juice and 
banana bread neatly packed out on an ‘ouma’ lace 
table-cloth made us feel right at home.

Four camels were led up to the house and I kid you 
not: these were fluffy, sans the spit (I am convinced 
they used mouthwash) and those eyelashes! The 
noises they make are primal – but in a comforting 
way. All of us had a turn and we all enjoyed the very 
unusual ride. The camels are descendants of the 
African camels, apparently quite different from the 
Arab variety. The farm has been supplying camels 
to the local area for years, including the camels 
used by police. On our way back we stopped in the 
middle of the pan to take some more sunset photos. 
I have tried many times to capture those Kalahari 
open spaces that echo in your ears but my skills as 
photographer are sorely lacking.

On Thursday, the owner of the lodge arranged for 
us to take photos for him of his exclusive hunters 
lodge called Vischgat. We were taken to the lodge 
on a game-viewing vehicle, took our photos, went 
back to the owner’s house for a packed lunch 
and returned to the lodge at around three in the 
afternoon. I decided to see if I can find the natural 
medicine shop (a tent next to the road under a tree) 
but it was closed. Everyone went with me, apart 
from the two form three’s who were busy editing 
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Photographic Society
their photos. We then went to the general dealer – a 
cultural experience in itself – and finally stopped on 
the corner, where we had seen some very interesting 
looking Khoi-San several times before, selling 
beads and doing crazy dances every time we went 
by. These turned out to be a gorgeous soul called 
!Gheep, or as he translated for us ‘Stink Muishond’, 
and Tobbi’s brother, Hendrik, as well as their two 
daughters, about eight and ten years old.

!Gheep crawled into our hearts as he enthusiastically 
welcomed us. !Gheep showed us how he makes the 
paint he uses to paint on the rocks he sells, using ochre, 
blood and tree gum. He spoke about the sadness of 
the disappearance of the animals, the hardness of 
people’s eyes and hearts and the hopes and dreams 
they have for their little part of the world. He told us 
about the dances they do here – specifically for rain, 
the way in which the government stops them from 
doing anything with their land and the way in which 
the ‘fat cats’ come and hunt the game on their land 
without consideration or permission. Time stood still 
as he spoke of Hendrik’s training to be a medicine man 
and the next leader, the movies the children were in, 

the Vodacom advertisement and the little school they 
had there, a Montessori school, which burned down, 
the future of the kids, theirs and ours, the future of 
our country and the future of our world. How small 
we are, how little we know when we stand across 
from these tiny giants who have lived in Africa since 
the dawn of time. The meeting with these children 
of the earth filled us with awe and I found, looking 
back, that all the really wonderful experiences on our 
trips were these unplanned happenings.

On Thursday evening we presented a disc with 
all the photos we took of the lodges at Molope and 
Vischgat to the manager and had a lovely meal in the 
restaurant. All the other guests at the lodge ‘oohed’ 
and ‘aahed’ over our photos and sang praises to 
the boys, how well mannered they were and how 
lovely to see that amount of talent and interest in 
photography at school level. We all left with heavy 
hearts, the Kalahari is fairly easy to leave, but much 
harder to get out of your head.

Corna Olivier
MIC Photographic Society
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Form III Geography Tour
The Form III Geography tour started out early on a 
Thursday morning, very early. We packed the two 
school kombis and left. We slept most of the way 
on our visit to the Vaal Dam. We arrived before 
the dam gates opened so we stopped in Denysville 
where we found out that they charged R2 to use the 
toilet! When we arrived at the dam we were taken 
across the wall to where the sluice gates were open. I 
don’t think any of us had ever seen more water than 
was pouring out of the sluice gates. We climbed into 
the wall itself, and looked at an exhibition about the 
Lesotho Highlands Water Project.

When we arrived in Bethlehem we gave KFC the 
busiest time it had ever seen. After Bethlehem we 
arrived at the Ash River outflow. There was a section 
of the 4,5 m pipe across the river that was dedicated to 
all the workers who had died during the construction. 
The next sign of civilisation was a small town called 
Clarens. After that it was on to our final destination, 
the beautiful Golden Gate National Park. We were 
told that it was in the top five of the most beautiful 
campsites in SA and, from the surroundings, it wasn’t 
hard to see why. We climbed along the side up to the 
top of a buttress, where the wind was really blowing. 
The wind blew Ebert’s cap off and took it over the 
side. Ebert climbed down and rescued it, without any 
help, against the wind. It was only when we were 
walking back that we saw how high the buttress 
really was, a good 400 to 500 metres.

Most of us had a piece of wors and a chop for dinner, 
but Rowan brought a huge 750 g steak which took up 
most of our already crowded braai. We couldn’t sleep 
because of the freezing cold. We woke up cold, tired 
and hungry. We were to walk six kilometres. About 
fifteen minutes into the hike we noticed quite a big 
gap opening up between Mr Hassenkamp and the rest 
of us. At first we tried to catch up but gave up because 
his pace was too fast. We walked and walked until 
we came to the top of a mountain, Wode House Peak, 
where we stopped to have lunch. Up there the wind 
was really strong. Shaun proved this by throwing a 
bone into the wind and we watched as it flew back past 
him. We walked down a very loose slope where most 
of us fell once, including Mr H. We arrived at camp to 
find most of our tents blown over by the wind.

We visited the vulture restaurant where some guys 
were expecting burgers and chips but all we found 
were hundreds of bones and a few animal carcasses 
for the vultures. We were disappointed. That night 
we had some fun with shaving cream. Some guys 
couldn’t take the joke but in the end it was all sorted 
out. We walked around looking at the caves in the 

area. There were supposed to be Bushmen paintings 
but over time they had disappeared. Once we 
started packing we realised that it was almost over. 
We would like to thank Mr Hassenkamp and Mr 
Blackmore for putting up with us.

M Gough and M Maartens

1.  The Form 3 group inside one of the giant pipes used to channel 
water from the Highlands Water Project.

2.  Mr Hassenkamp ‘It will be a gentle walk up the mountain.’
3.  View from the top
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Form IV Geography students were 
lucky enough to escape city life and 
go on tour for three days.

About three hours and six U-
turns later, we arrived at Archwald’s 
cattle farm where we learned about 
cattle farming, sustainability, the 
environment and termites. Thereafter 
we went off to PPC, Thabazimbi, 
where we learned about the intricate 
process of cement production. That 
night we had a braai and swim, and 
slept in the PPC workers village. After 
breakfast the next morning, we were 
on our way to the Marakele game 
reserve, where we saw zebra and lots 
of antelope. That night we braaied 
under a starlit sky, and slept in two-
man bungalows. The following day 
we returned to school.

All in all the trip was very in-
teresting, and a great break away 
from the city.

Rick Kotze (Form 4)

The 2007 Form IV Geography tour 
was certainly one of the highlights 
of my year, for two reasons. firstly, 
it reminded me of my trip in 1997 as 
a pupil, which I’ll never forget, and 
secondly, the group of boys turned 
out to be a great bunch of geography 
legends!

The bus trips were comical, with 
the most random comments being 
thrown around, plus the odd ‘truck-
hooter-hand-gesture’ that would be 
shot out of the window every now 
and then. The entire crew was very 
well disciplined and constantly kept 
count of numbers or ‘boude’ and 
the well-being of each other at all 
times. It was encouraging to see the 
camaraderie amongst the boys.

When it came to Geography, 
the boys surprised me with their 
fine general knowledge, their keen 
interest and their all-too-clever 
questions. Above all, they were great 
ambassadors for the school and I 
thoroughly enjoyed accompanying 
them to Limpopo Province.

R Blackmore

Form IV Geography Tour

1. Another tough day in Africa at Marakele Bush Camp
2. Enjoying our tour to the PPC plant
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Form V Geography Tour
One fine morning eleven matric boys set off on an 
expedition into the Drakensberg with none other 
than Mr ‘Foxy’ O’Brien as our guide. We all fitted 
into one of those old, dodgy taxis that the school 
owns. Our trip down went uneventfully except for 
the Solomon House boarders arguing over whose 
sunglasses looked the coolest. On our journey we 
stopped at the Drakensberg Power Station where we 
were treated to a lecture by our guide named Ellias. 
He was cool and told us some facts about the station. 
He then showed us an underground model of the 
station and how it worked. Ellias was shocked at my 
ignorance when I asked if they got a whole lot of 
plumbers to make a joint effort and install the fifty 
metre diameter thick pipe undergound. I learned 
that it was in fact done by a bunch of engineers!

He proceeded to lead us fifty storeys underground 
and show us the pumps that generate the electricity. 
We weren’t allowed cameras down there, they 
obviously thought we were all terrorists and would 
sabotage the station. Anyway, after our visit to the 
station we proceeded to the Drakensville camping 
site where our group was the youngest in the whole 
place. We all pitched our tents and proceeded to braai 
our meat and then turned in for an early night.

Early the next morning our band of merry men 
evacuated Drakensville and headed off to the Tugela 
Falls. On the way there we drove through the area of 
Qwa Qwa where every so often we would get a whiff 
of some homegrown marijuana. Our hike up a huge 

mountain, to get to the source of the Tugela River was 
a good experience. We made it to the Tugela Falls, 
but as we arrived the rain and the hail came down. 
We searched for shelter, and to our relief there was 
this broken down hut about 300 metres away. We 
charged for cover like soldiers getting shot at. We 
survived the storm and headed back to our dodgy, 
rickety Boys High taxi and clambered in.

From there we travelled to Fouriesburg and we 
still had to negotiate a return drive through Qwa 
Qwa. When we arrived at Fouriesburg we set up 
camp, ate our meal and then went to sleep because 
everyone was finished from the insane hike.

The next day was the day we travelled into Lesotho 
to view the Katse Dam. The drive to Katse Dam 
was long and winding, but ‘Foxy’ showed off some 
Michael Schumacher driving skills and negotiated 
the turns expertly and got us safely to and from the 
dam. The visit to the dam was most enjoyable and 
we were able to have a tour in the dam wall itself. It 
is amazing that this wall manages to hold back 1950 
million cubic metres of water.

We returned to the school on the Saturday 
afternoon after a fairly lengthy drive back from 
Fouriesburg. We thoroughly enjoyed our tour as 
well as the new friendships which were forged on 
the trip. I would like to thank Mr O’Brien for so 
kindly taking us on this most amazing tour.

York Cunning (Form 5)

1. Water gushing through the Katse Dam
2. Negotiating the chain ladder – D Lourens
3. The Edge of the Amphitheatre
  (L–R): A Vervoort, D Fourie, D van Greunen, 

D Lourens
4. On the Katse Dam wall
 Front Row (L–R): M Oldfield, M Maguire
  Back Row (L–R): P Pretorius, C Simon, 

P Tytherleigh, Y Cunning, D Fourie, D Lourens, 
A Vervoort, D van Greunen, R Mallory
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First Aid Club
The First Aid Society is growing slowly, but we have 
some very dedicated senior members and they set 
an excellent example for the more junior members. 
It has been a busy year for the First Aiders as we 
have tried to cover as many of the sports events 
as possible, from rugby and hockey to water polo, 
basketball and the Inter-House sports events, so the 
committed few have worked very hard and given 
many hours of their time.

CPR practices have been held and we had an 
interesting meeting with the PHSG First Aiders at 
the Sanatorium. There were three trauma scenarios, 
so the First Aiders formed into three groups and did 
some practical First Aid as well as discussing various 
ways of treating the ‘patients’ and comparing their 
First Aid experiences.

The First Aiders also attended a short lecture on 
concussion before the rugby season started and a 
checklist was drawn up that they could use on the 
field. Early Saturday mornings saw the First Aid team 
setting up the gazebos and equipment and making sure 
all was ready for the day’s expected casualties. Boys 
High First Aiders together with First Aid teachers, 
Mrs Albers and Mr McEvoy, the volunteer parent 
First Aiders, Sisters and Doctors, and the Paramedics, 
deliver a great First Aid service to all the boys who 
play hockey and rugby at our home match days. 
The First Aiders worked very hard Saturday after 
Saturday and, in doing so, gained a lot of experience.

Our thanks go to the parents and teachers who 
have assisted us and the Dining Room for supplying 
us with cooler boxes full of ice. A special ‘thank you’ 
goes to the PA who gave the First Aiders a boerewors 

roll and a cold drink every Saturday. This was so 
appreciated!

We look forward to welcoming the boys who will 
be doing the First Aid Level 1 and 2 course next year 
as fully-fledged members of the society and hope 
they will gain much from joining us.

The committee for 2008 consists of Cuan Young 
(Chairman), Emilio Coccia and Charles Smith.

Congratulations go to the following boys who 
were awarded Colours in First Aid for their service 
to the School:

Full Colours Half Colours
Cuan Young Emilio Coccia (re-award)
Charles Smith Simba Makina (re-award)
 Joshua Goodman
 Romney Soar

Sr Jeanette Christian

1.  The team which manned the 
First Aid station at all home 
rugby fixtures.

2.  Sister Christian with 
Matthew Cohen, Cuan 
Young and Joshua Goodman 
demonstrate the technique 
for handling an injured boy.

3.  Nassir Ali learns how it is 
done at a training session.

Front Row L–R: G Smuts, C Smith, N Ali.
Middle Row L–R: S Makina, J Goodman, D van Wyk, R Soar, 

S van der Walt.
Back Row L–R: E Coccia, C Killer, C Young, Sr J Christian, 

Mr K McEvoy.
Absent: Mrs D Albers, G Hessel, Arthur Procopos, Andreas Procopos, 

I Kamya, E Bosman, M Coni, Y Madlala, M Cohen, R Hui.

First Aid
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Outreach
The Outreach Programme has continued to grow 
quietly and steadily and, I think, often invisibly, as 
the sterling work done by many goes unseen. I am 
often asked why we do not boast about our outreach 
initiatives and my answer is always a reference to 
the Biblical dictum that the right hand should not 
know what the left hand is doing; that what we do 
should be done without expectation of praise or 
reward; that the rewards are found in the doing of 
the tasks, a happy child, the realization that one has 
opened doors to education, the provision of a meal 
or a pair of shoes to one in need, the reaching out in 
friendship to strangers.

There are many and varied facets of our Outreach 
here at Boys High.

One of the most satisfying aspects of the Outreach 
Programme is Social Outreach under the committed 
and inspired direction of Mrs Penny Vlag. The 
emphasis here falls on social interaction, particularly 
on the building of bridges between the community 
of Pretoria Boys High and the young men from the 
Street Shelters and the Eersterus Care Centre for the 
handicapped. The members of the Social Outreach 
also visit the Mohau Centre for babies with Aids at 
the Kalafong Hospital where they spend afternoons 
entertaining the little ones; this is one of the most 
rewarding and moving experiences for our boys.

The Mathematics Department, aided by schoolboy 
volunteers, has continued to do sterling work by giving 
lessons to the pupils of Jaftha Mahlangu High School 
in Mamelodi who are bused in fortnightly throughout 
the year. The Mathematics and Science departments, 
supported by the Shuttleworth Foundation, have also 

initiated a programme whereby they teach, encourage 
and build bridges with teachers from different schools 
and backgrounds in Mamelodi and Atteridgeville. 

The V.H.Y.L. (Vedic Hindu Youth League), under 
the able chairmanship of Savaal Singh, has also 
Bvery quietly – collected and delivered foodstuffs 
to the needy, as the government cuts to the Welfare 
Budget have adversely affected many charitable 
organizations. They are an example of selfless caring 
to all of us. Much of the food donated throughout 
the year has found its way into this project. 

With the change in curriculum many of our 
departments have found themselves with a surplus of 
books. Instead of sending these to be pulped – a fate 
of many books – we donated the bulk of them to a 
number of schools in Mamelodi. I take this opportunity 
to appeal to any and all parents and pupils: much of 
what we cast away unthinkingly can be used to the 
benefit of those less fortunate than we are.

The ‘Planned Giving’ begun last year has grown 
apace. The idea of adding a ‘small something’ to 
one’s grocery shopping each month has caught on 
and made it possible for us to help so many more. 
The stationery collected in the early months of the 
year was given to the Bramley Children’s Home and 
The Louis Botha Children’s Home, as well as some 
of the Street Shelters we support. The clothing and 
blankets so generously donated during the year were 
distributed to Salvokop Street Shelter, the Tumelong 
Haven in the Winterveldt that cares for children 
orphaned by the Aids pandemic, Bramley Childrens 
Home, the Mohau Centre at Kalafong Hospital and 
our other charities, but unfortunately do little to stem 
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are welcomed throughout the year. On behalf of all 
those who benefited, we thank the parents for their 
generous hearts.

Earlier in the year we came to know of the plight 
of Masizane Primary School in Saulsville (next to 
Atteridgeville). finding ourselves no longer needed 
to the same extent by Banareng School, we decided 
to do as much as we could for this small school in this 
very needy community. The school has a very strong 
borehole but requires a windmill. Unfortunately a 
shortage of ready cash is always a problem. We are 
confident, however, that we will overcome this and 
once their water supply is assured we are hoping to 
enable them to grow vegetables to feed the children, 
many of whom come from the squatter camp. The 
Art Department is in the process of painting murals 
on the walls of the school, a project that will run into 
next year. The National Anthem and The Lord’s 
Prayer have already been painted onto a wall in 
the Assembly area and we look forward to seeing 
a transformation of the other walls in 2008. We also 
thank the Pretoria Bridge Club for their generous 
donation of chairs for the school. 

One can never do all that one wishes but what 
we would really like to see is every club and society 
at Boys High involved in some sort of outreach. 
It can only serve to enrich the lives of our whole 
community in the long run and perhaps produce 
citizens who will be caring and concerned adults.

Helene Donaldson
MIC Outreach Programme

As I look back on another year of my involvement in 
Social Outreach, I realise once again how privileged 
I am to be master in charge of this society. I believe 
it is the only society that gives such tremendous 
enjoyment and fulfilment, not only to its members, 
but also to the people with whom we are involved. 
While we derive great enjoyment from what we do, 
we also give enjoyment to others.

Apart from the benefit to others, I believe the 
boys in the Outreach Society grow and develop into 
compassionate, caring and kind young men whose 
focus is not solely on themselves.

We have been very blessed with our leadership 
this year. Savaal Singh and Eihorere Wesigye have 
given unstintingly of their time and effort and have 
been a wonderful example to the other boys.

This year we have increased our visits to the Mohau 
Centre to two per term to accommodate the number 
of boys who want to go to the centre. This remains the 
highlight of our work and I am sure that if we were 
able to go every week the boys would still queue up 
to go. As a teacher it is one of the most rewarding 
experiences to watch the boys playing with the 
young children. Over time, the boys develop a special 
relationship with a particular child and when we 
arrive at the centre they look for their special child.

Our plan for 2008 is to visit one of the old age 
homes in the Brooklyn area and, hopefully, we will 
make this one of our regular activities. We would 
love to see more boys becoming actively involved in 
the Outreach Society.

P A Vlag
MIC

As you walk down the passage of Mohau and open 
the first door into the play- room, all you see are 
little legs running towards you and all you hear are 
tiny screams of excitement. That, my friends, says it 
all. The rest is something that can never be explained 
in words, but must be experienced.

Jonathan D Jansen, the speaker at the 2004 valediction 
said, ‘Do you know what it means to be a man? Go 
and hold an HIV/Aids orphan and let his heart beat 
against yours, then you will know what it means to be 
a man.’ The truth in this lies in the hearts of all who 
belonged to the Social Outreach Society, not only this 
year, but in its five years of existence. What’s more is 
that we’ve grown from strength to strength and have 
broadened our horizons. Today, the Social Outreach, 

Outreach

1.  Outreach members at the Mohau centre:
  (L–R): Thomas Dreyer, Lushan 

Chokalingham, Terence Phiri, Eihorere 
Wesigye, Oliver Muyatwa, Tebeho 
Radebe, Savaal Singh, Lesedi Nake and 
Tewie Wessels

2.  Savaal Singh, the centre of attraction at 
Mohau centre

3.  Thomas Dreyer swinging around at 
Mohau

4.  Eihorere Wesigye playing his part
5.  Terence Phiri and Teboho Radebe on the 

jungle gym at Mohau centre

4 5
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led by Mrs Vlag, our compassionate and creative 
Master in Charge, and assisted by Mrs Donaldson, 
holds regular afternoon visits to the Mohau Centre 
of HIV/Aids orphans, and organises friendly soccer 
matches against our local street shelters as well as the 
Eersterust Care Centre, a centre which we also visit at 
least once a year when the opportunity arises.

This year, we have been overwhelmed by the 
great support we’ve had from the boys as far as our 
soccer games are concerned, and we have received 
positive feedback from the shelters in appreciation 
of supporting their cause. Many boys, our family 
regulars, and weekly new faces, have shown compas-
sionate interest when we spend an afternoon with 
the Children at the Mohau Centre. Apart from our 
regulars, the new boys have returned from their 
experience expressing how life-changing it has been 
for them to see life from another angle, one totally 
different from our day to day experiences.

As much as these afternoons are fun and happy 
occasions, they are just as emotional. You always have 
the fear that, as you push a child on the swing, see the 
bright, satisfied smile on that child’s face, puffed red 
cheeks as he chews his muffin, you will come back a 
few months later and find that he is there no longer. 
Then again, you might walk down the passage of the 
hospice section, see the little ones, sick and bedridden 
to the worst extent, and come to the realisation that 
they may never make it, only to arrive a few months 
later and be overwhelmed to see the once bedridden, 

running freely and playing ‘chase’. Where do you fit 
into this picture you may ask? It’s simple, you are 
the love. You are the love that satisfies the child and 
pushes him/her on the swing and you are the love 
that the once bedridden can now freely chase.

As I said before, we have so much to be thankful 
for. Most of us have a roof over our heads, food on 
the table, pocket money for our own luxuries etc. 
However, do we ever stop for one moment to think 
of those who are not as fortunate as we are? Those 
who are orphaned and receive no love and support 
like most of us do? A little love can make the biggest 
difference in the life of one who needs it. The Social 
Outreach gives you that opportunity to spread your 
love and show your support. Let us give back much 
more than we have received . It is a blessing in 
disguise.

As a matric, it is hard for me to leave this family, 
but I leave, knowing that I will continue what I have 
learnt here and what I have seen, and knowing 
that many more boys will take that opportunity to 
experience a different side of life, and continue to 
walk down that passage at Mohau, open the first 
door of the play- room and see the little legs running 
towards you and hear the tiny screams of excitement 
for many more years to come.

God bless you.

Savaal Singh
Chairman: Social Outreach

Outreach
Social Outreach Society

Front Row L–R: E Wesigye, Mrs P Vlag (Teacher-in-Charge), S Singh.
Back Row L–R: T Dreyer.
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RCL
The Representative of Learners functions as the 
voice of the pupils and gives them a platform for 
grievances and suggestions to improve life at the 
school. The secondary role it performs is as a fund 
raising organisation that is connected to the Outreach 
initiatives of the school. The Chairman and the 
Teacher Liaison Officer meet with the Headmaster 
fortnightly and the Chairman also has a seat on the 
School Governing Body.

The R.C.L. is made up of 50 members all with 
different opinions, some of whom allow their 
enthusiasm to run away with them until they 
abandon any pretence of adhering to protocol or 
meeting procedure. As a result it was lively, and 
sometimes very heated, discussion that characterised 
the R.C.L. of 2007. 

With each year and a brand new council comes an 
attempt to change something which to the boys seems 
an anachronism e.g. bashers, or an overwhelming 
urge to introduce ‘beanies’, an idea usually greeted 
with utter horror by both the Headmaster and the 
ranks of Old Boys who cling like limpets to any and 
all traditions. Most of the time sanity prevails and 
tradition does win the battle, this, after all, being the 
reason many of the boys are here in the first place.

The voice of the R.C.L. is, however, often heard 
and (though the boys may doubt it) does make a 
difference and this has been seen very clearly in the 

fact that many changes have been effected in the 
last five years. Basketball courts now exist, soccer 
and basketball form part of the Inter-House sports 
calendar, a wheel chair ramp has been constructed 
and a water-proof poncho seems likely to make an 
appearance early in the new year.

Fund raising has also been a major part of the year. 
The Form I Sports Day was highly successful, bringing 
in an amount of R15,800. Special mention should 
be made of the Arcadia Form I group who raised 
in excess of R5,000 on their own! The International 
Day was also a great success, raising R13,400, due 
mainly to the Form IV group who worked tirelessly 
and cheerfully on the day (and for weeks before!). 
The combination of the quarterly Civvies Days and 
the irregular Popcorn sales brought the total amount 
to R63,000. The R.C.L. voted to donate R12,000 
to four charities, these being The Association for 
Autism, The Abba House for abandoned babies, The 
Tumelong Shelter for orphans in the Winterveldt 
and The S.A. Guide Dog Association.

The task of R.C.L. Liaison Officer has once again 
been both a privilege and a pleasure. It is one that 
enables me to see the finest side of the boys. Their 
willingness to give of themselves generously and 
their concern, not only for themselves, but also for 
the wider community is gratifying to see. I thank 
the boys and their parents for their whole-hearted 

Front Row L–R: K Mabeta, L Motha, K Moodley (Treasurer), J Carter (Vice Chairman), S Ram (Chairman), S Ross (Secretary), T Marx, L Terblanche, J Oldnall.
Middle Row L–R: K Mosia, K Shih, R Malatji, J Cox, J Green, S van der Walt, A Pretorius, K Schroder, G Huntley-Walker, Mrs H Donaldson (T.L.O.).

Back Row L–R: T Tembo, D Kotsedi, M Maartens.
Inset: D Redgate.
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RCL
support of all our endeavours during the year, many 
of which spilled over into the Outreach Programmes 
of the School and are mentioned elsewhere in the 
magazine.

My sincere thanks must go to Siddhartha Ram, 
the Chairman, for his able leadership and to Jos 
Carter, the Vice Chairman, who stepped in willingly 
whenever he was needed to take on any task given 

him, always with a ready smile. Thanks are also 
due to Stephen Ross for his meticulous recording 
of the meetings and the timeous delivery of these 
minutes.

Helene Donaldson
RCL Liaison Officer

1. & 2. The ‘International Day’ fundraising event organised by house tutor groups as 
an RCL initiative

3.–5. Scenes from the Form One charity sports organised annually by the RCL

1 2

4

5

3
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Media Centre
And it all began: ‘Media Prefects, I need help!!!’ 
Then there was: ‘Warasa wena’. Of the many fond 
memories that built this year, it was these words 
we’ll never forget.

We started this year attending the Inter-School 
Library ‘Bash’ at Pro Arte School. What a huge success 
this was and a wonderful opportunity to socialise 
with the other Media Prefects from other schools. 
One of the tasks we had to perform was to create 
a hat representing a specific book. Unfortunately 
we did not receive a prize for the most original hat, 
but our group attracted a lot of attention wearing 
our Media Prefect T-shirts. New friendships were 
also formed (just ask Paul Roebuck!) and we look 
forward to the next gathering.

Yes, this year was a challenge of note. Why? The 
training, all over again! As we pride ourselves on 
providing a quality and efficient service delivery in 
all spheres, the Form Vs provided a detailed training 
course for all our media prefects, especially our new 
Form 1s. This ensured that everyone knew what was 
happening, how things worked and why we do the 
things we do, all geared towards making your life 
easier!

Having experienced great success in with last 
year’s Book Sale, we again embarked on holding 
another book sale. Hopefully this will become an 
annual event. We even went further and held this sale 
for a week, rather than last year’s three days. Many 
interesting books on a variety of subjects were for 
sale. This event proved a success in many aspects.

As much as our Media Centre is sophisticated and 

up to date in all the aspects that we cater for, we never 
forget our roots, and we always give back to that 
which forms our foundation. Yes, it’s the Outreach 
I’m talking about. This year, with much appreciation 
to Mrs Donaldson (Head of Outreach) as well as to 
the generous donors of books, Mrs Mahlangu, Savaal 
Singh and Raymond Malatji went out to the J Kekana 
High School in Mamelodi with ten boxes of fiction, 
non-fiction, new school text books and a variety of 
other interesting books.

What is the year without Pizza Day! Yes, buy your 
own or share, and get a coke on the house. We looked 
forward to this annual afternoon where we sat back, 
ate and relaxed with the rest of the group, Mevrou and 
Meneer Theron, as well as Mrs Mahlangu. It’s times 
like these on which good, solid memories are built.

Don’t for one minute think that that’s all the fun 
that was had, ‘because it ain’t over till the Fowler 
sings,’ – ‘I believe I can fly, I was shot by the FBI …’, 
and you know the rest. This was at the one and only 
Media Centre Camp, which you will read about in 
the Camp Report.

On a more serious note, we were privileged 
this year to have been part of the Arts and Culture 
Department’s Cultural Term Weekly Exhibitions 
in the Media Centre under the supervision of Ms 
van Zyl. Every Friday two different South African 
cultural groups were introduced on the Display 
board for a week at a time. At each opening, free 
tasting of a specific culture’s traditional food was 
available, this attracted many boys who experienced 
the cultural diversity of South Africa.

Front Row L–R: E Naicker, T Radebe, S Singh (Deputy Head), J Cerveira (Head Media Prefect), P Roebuck (Deputy Head), M Kahimbaara, L Nake.
Second Row L–R: J Kawanga, A Pillai, D Botes, G Hessel, B Ruszkowski, F Raw, P Chauke, S Masters, J Lume.

Third Row L–R: T Mampuru, N Roodt, T Sekwele, T Mphelo, T Modikwe, J Ashworth, X Bezuidenhoudt, W Viljoen, M Siyasiya, Mrs A Theron.
Back Row L–R: R Smart, R Malatji, V Motswi, D Havenga, C Stephens, D van Heerden, T Tembo.
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On Friday 7 September, most of the Media Centre 
team left to camp at the School farm near Waterval 
Boven in Mpumalanga.

We left school directly after the 50-years on Old 
Boys reunion. We travelled in two minibuses, with 
Mr Fowler and the juniors leading the way, while Mr 
and Mrs Theron and the seniors followed. Jonathan 
Cerveira played the role of cameraman, Tebogo 
Radebe the host and Savaal Singh, our dedicated tour 
guide. The trip to Mpumalanga gave us a chance not 
only to bond, but also to gaze in awe at the beautiful 
landscape of the province.

On our way we stopped at the Berg-en-Dal 
memorial where Mr Fowler treated us to a short 
history lesson, describing events that took place at 
that site more than a hundred years ago, during the 
second Anglo-Boer War.

The afternoon drive lasted approximately four 
hours. As we neared the campsite we were welcomed 
by the unpleasant smell emanating from the SAPPI 
paper company’s wood mill. Upon arrival, we 
quickly settled into our dormitory, explored our 
new surroundings and started preparing for the 
evening’s braai at the cottage. Dessert consisted of a 
delicious chocolate cake which Nicholas Roodt had 
brought to celebrate his birthday.

After a restless and noisy night, we rose early 
the next morning to get ready for an excursion 
to the Sudwala Caves (which are about 40 km 
from Nelspruit). A guided tour through the caves 
revealed a labyrinth of pitch black caverns and 
tunnels, as well as a collection of the most incredibly 
shaped stalagmites and stalactites. Our guide was 

very well-informed about the caves’ history and he 
demonstrated some dramatic effects with light and 
echoes. Shortly after, we paid a visit to the Dinosaur 
Park, where it was very easy to imagine that is was 
Jurassic Park all over again.

After this adventure our group made its way to a 
small historical town called Kaapse Hoop where we 
enjoyed lunch at a pancake restaurant. The town is 
well-known for its wild horses and we saw many of 
these roaming free around the town.

On the way back to the farm we stopped briefly 
at the old lime kilns at Ngodwana. Returning to the 
campsite, we cooled down in a small river close to the 
campsite for the rest of the afternoon. That evening, 
Jonathan, very entertainingly, passed on his hard-
learned knowledge of the elusive art of making the 
famous ‘stokbrood’, while Savaal stood at his side, 
translating every instruction into Zulu. Later that 
night the dance champions, namely Radebe, Cerveira 
and Singh, taught us the ‘Matric Dance’ steps.

Sunday was our last day at Waterval Boven. 
After a brief, but delicious brunch consisting of 
hamburgers and salad, we packed our bags back 
into the minibuses and tidied up our dormitory. 
Exhausted, our last stop was at the old historical 
bridge at Waterval Boven. Then it was just the long 
drive back to school.

Our most sincere appreciation goes to Mr and Mrs 
Theron, Mr Fowler, Jonathan and Savaal for making 
this year’s camp a very special one.

Tiego Sekwele (Form 4)
Willie Viljoen (Form 3)

Media Centre

Media prefects at the lime kilns at Ngodwana

For the first time, the Media Centre produced 
seven Colours Awards to seven matrics: T Radebe, E 
Naicker, L Nake, M Kahimbaara, S Singh, J Cerveira 
and P Roebuck. Congratulations to them!

Before we knew it, the year was up, time had 
passed and it was now time for the dusk of 2007, 
and the dawn of 2008. It was a sad farewell to one 
of the Media Centre’s best Matric groups where each 
received a gift of appreciation from Mrs Theron and 
the rest of the Media Prefects. At the same time, the 

new management team for 2008 was announced. 
Head Media Prefect, Xavier Bezuidenhout and Deputy 
Head Media Prefect, Tiego Sekwele.

This year has been absolutely remarkable and we 
look forward to an exciting 2008 and hope that the 
Media Centre grows from strength to strength.

Savaal Singh
Deputy Head Media Prefect

Pool party turning out to be a warMedia prefects keeping the dinosaur tame at 
Sudwala Caves
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Technical Support

Front Row L–R: J-R Durand, L Harrison, R Janse van Rensburg, C Bester, E Keys.
Second Row L–R: M Harrison, P Swales, K Konopi, P Chirapurathu, N Fryer.

Back Row L–R: J Tunnel, D van Heerden, S Ngwenya, R Mould.
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Junior City Council
Junior City Council

Front Row L–R: Tiwonge Tembo., Mrs L Kloppers (Teacher-in-Charge), Martin Coetzee.
Back Row L–R: Tristan Bagshaw.
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Maretlwane
Maretlwane has really begun to reach its potential in 
2007. With three terms of Bush School boys, it was a 
hive of activity for most of the year. The Form I and 
Form IV camps were also held here in between. We 
were distraught to lose our faithful friend and employee 
Sizwe Mzima who had been with us for 6 years. He 
passed away from pneumonia after a prolonged 
period of illness. His contribution to the development 
of Maretlwane will be remembered forever.

Due to the introduction of a Bush School in Term I, 
the rainy season, it was necessary to build a covered 
classroom so that we could continue with lessons in 
the event of rain. Nevertheless we kept even this to 
the bare minimum: simply a corrugated iron roof on 
a few poles. The open air ficus Grove classroom is still 
used in fine weather. We also erected a wooden cabin 
for the third academic member of staff and seven new 
carports for all the Maretlwane vehicles. A central 
kitchen and laundry was built for the support staff 
and a ‘slaghuis’ erected for skinning and cleaning the 
culled game. The most exciting project, however, was 
the building of a thatched ‘lapa’ for the Maretlwane 
Lodge. This involved erecting a wooden deck on top 
of the existing diversion weir, a generous donation 
from Roy Trendler. One can sit on this fine deck 
sipping a gin and tonic in the late afternoon and listen 
to the soothing murmur of the water beneath. Many 
of our guests seem to spend most of their time there.

A great deal of work has been done this year on 
the maintenance and upgrading of our dirt roads. 
The decision has been taken to concrete the diversion 
humps so that they don’t have to be rebuilt after each 
storm. These also serve as speed bumps! A VIP toilet 
(ventilation improved pit-latrine!) has been built up 
at the Maretlwane waterfall and a ram pump installed 
at the weir. Apart from being a cost saving exercise, 
this ingenious piece of equipment, using no external 
power source, will be of considerable educational 
value to the boys.

Much culling was done this year under the able 
supervision of Mr Leon Hensel, a willing parent, who 
has joined the Maretlwane ranks as an environmental 
expert and advisor regarding game management. Leon 
spent three week-ends involved in the unenviable 
task of culling both impala and blue wildebeest. 
The carcasses were sold and the proceeds used for 
the ongoing management of the game conservancy. 
The untimely and devastating veld fire which swept 
through the major part of the property in March this 
year necessitated this. Thankfully, a very rainy spring 
and early summer has restored the veld to its former 
glory and the animals have regained condition and 
bred prolifically.

In October a permanent farm manager was ap-
pointed, Paul floor, who will now run the day to 
day activities at Maretlwane, allowing me to devote 

the necessary time specifically to the demands of 
the Bush School. His wife Annette will be joining us 
at the beginning of next year as the third academic 
teacher to replace Nicolene van Jaarsveldt who sadly 
has now left the teaching profession.

Bush School

This has been a special year for a number of reasons. 
It is the first year in which three groups of boys have 
been through the Maretlwane Bush School in Terms 
I, II and III. We also had the honour of a visit by 
the Headmaster, Mr Schroder and Mr Petros, the 
Maretlwane representative on the School Governing 
Body, who spent a morning with us while the Bush 
School was in session. 

In the Pretorian article last year I shared many of 
my impressions of the effect of the Bush School on 
our young men and I am pleased to say that these 
impressions are all confirmed. Rather than repeat 
my views, I felt it would be fitting to share some of 
the boys’ impressions verbatim – some of them very 
profound in my opinion and indicative of the sort of 
influence the Maretlwane experience has on them. 
Each boy has to write a daily diary and it is from 
these that the following excerpts are taken:

‘I woke up this morning in an extremely joyous 
and happy mood as it had rained the whole night and 
I woke up to rain hitting the tin roof. It was amazing. 
The smell of rain is unforgettable. For some reason it 
reminded me of the Drakensberg. Even though I had 
my laundry up on the line and it was getting drenched 
and full of dirt, I never minded as I just adore the rain. 
I was woken up at 04:20 this morning, by Ryan B. In 
Ryan B I can see a change for the good, especially in 
studying. I had Weet-Bix and some tea while revising 
Geography. During study I would pop my head out 
of the window with great enthusiasm and smell the 
wondrous smell of rain, which I must say the bush 
needed. Mr Junod did a different inspection today. 
He checked for litter outside our cottages and cabins 
and the menu. We didn’t have our menu done and 
we only got 1/10 for inspection, but Mr Junod said 
if we had our menu up by lunch we would get some 
more marks. After inspection we went and got our 
desks ready under the “afdak”’ as it was still raining. 
I had to wear my pitch white boardshorts today as 
my laundry is still wet, as you can imagine. I took 
my pillow to class today. During our 1h30min testing 
Geography exam it actually started hailing for 10 
seconds. It was pretty strange. I had a toasted cheese 
“samie” which I had saved from last night for tea. 
After tea we had History and Maths periods under 
the “afdak”. Ma’am used my LO book. For lunch we 
had curry, coconut, banana. I also got a letter from 
Aunty Taz for my birthday so I’ll open it on Monday. 
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During siesta period I read Spud for 15 minutes and 
then tried to sleep for the last 15 minutes. We had 
Maths revision during our study period. After lunch 
the sky was a beautiful blue and had changed from a 
gloomy grey the whole morning. It is amazing how 
nature works. I just love it! I sorted out my laundry, 
cleaned some of the dirty clothes on the line, then 
played some soccer in the dust bowl. I decided that I 
need some ‘my time’ and so I decided to go for a hike. 
I went along Rocky Ridge road, up boundary path 
and turned at the Patchitt road and went through the 
scary tented camp up Zebra Hill. All this time I was 
observing spoor left in the damp soil: it was pretty 
cool. I got a massive fright going up the boundary 
fence as francolins jumped out of the bushes. I was 
thinking of farmers’ dogs. I found a snake skin. I 
stood still at 5.30pm as the sun went down. JP and 
Hazbi had a little fight today. Hazbi broke a bucket 
on JP’s head as JP whipped Hazbi. I had another great 
shower. Every shower is awesome here. During our 
Alfredo supper we were talking about movies and 
afterwards had a dart competition. We’re writing 
Maths tomorrow.’

Carpe Diem Moment: ‘The rain was awesome! I’ll 
remember when it rained for 12 hours non stop during 
winter. Going for my quiet time was also really nice 
and needed. I believe that quiet time is one of the most 
necessary components in one’s life but many don’t pay 
attention to it, especially when they’re young. This, I 
think, causes breakdowns (midlife crisis) later on in 
life as they don’t honestly know themselves and you 
get to know yourself by having quiet time. Thus I’ve 
decided to write down what I have learned/confirmed 
about myself and discuss this with my parents. Thus 
they’ll understand why they actually sent me here. 
I believe Bush School shouldn’t only help you but it 
should help relationships with your family and you.’

Jordan Leppan, Term II

‘I’m trying my hardest not to get punished and to 
live every day to the fullest. Tomorrow will be a new 
day and my life is constantly ticking away so I should 
do my best and savour every second even though 
we spend one third of our life sleeping. I should be 
grateful for everything I have and not damage any 
of it. It’s hard to make all the right choices but I try to 
do my best. This place is teaching me so much about 
myself and about life.’

David McDougall, Term I

‘We rushed off to our class and it was a totally 
different school day in my books as it was nice to 
be out in the open while we had to try and keep our 
minds on Afrikaans and History because there are 
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Maretlwane

1. Mr Armstrong doing the daily inspection 
2. Taking a shower at the Castle Gorge waterfall – Term 1
3. A group of firefighters from the Term III Bush School after burning 

firebreaks
4. Jario da Conceicao reading his weekly letter
5. A game of soccer in the dust bowl – Term III
6. A General Science lesson with Mr Junod in the Maretlwane River
7. Nyakallo Lebakeng, Hasbi Faizasyah and Des Fourie fixing their 

bicycles

1

2

3



The Pretorian 61

lots of distractions. There can either be a bird in the 
tree or we are busy listening to the baboons who 
bark in the distance or even the soft “think” “thunk” 
of a woodpecker trying to make his home in the tree 
nearby.’

‘Carpe Diem moment: Having fun in class, laughing, 
joking (must be a 1st)’.

Rowan Jordaan, Term III

‘After school I asked Pentz if he wanted to go looking 
for sticks or search for stuff so he said “sure”. We 
set off to the Euphorbia forest. The baboons were 
humungous and the best thing happened: we were 
walking, talking to each other, when I just stopped and 
told Pentz to shut up. There in front of us, at most 4 
metres, was a female Nyala with her obviously brand 
new born baby. They were so tame which was so 
awesome. It’s as if we could have touched them. After 
that exciting moment we carried on looking for sticks 
when another thing really awesome happened. I was 
standing on a fallen down Naboom that was enormous. 
I called Richard up to take a look when there it was – 
an African Rock Python. We were so bamboozled that 
we didn’t know what to do, so we just ran in fright in 
case it should try to bite us. We carried on still in shock 
giving each other high fives! We saw lots of Nyala, 
some Vervet monkeys and Impala. I was hoping to see 
the Gemsbok as they are my favourite buck. We went 
in a complete circle back to camp to tell the others of 
our find. Everyone was envious.’

Max von Johannides, Term III

‘This morning I awoke with the most magical feeling! 
I was lying in bed next to our fire. My bed was under 
the stars in a sleeping bag on a mattress next to the fire. 
I woke up first and got some more wood and dropped 
it on the fire to get it burning a flame again. I checked 
my surroundings and saw that the baby Nyala was 
still right next to our camp. After we had all woken 
up, Warwick and I went back to camp to get some 
more milk, water and food. We then set out for a walk 
down to the porcupine holes. I still had to go down 
them as my brother said that it was really cool. So I 
decided that today was going to be the day so I went 
down. I had to crouch on my stomach and at first just 
had my headlight which wasn’t light enough. RJ had 
to go back and get his maglight. I then crawled in 
and had one of the most awesome experiences ever. 
I was on my stomach the whole time so it was really 
cramped but I still loved it. For the rest of my day we 
packed up and headed back to camp. Once there, I 
went for a swim and just chilled.’

Declan Maguire, Term III
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The two month Bush School experience culminates 
in a 24 hour ‘solitaire’ experience spent entirely alone 
in the bush. During this time each boy meditates on 
what his time at Maretlwane has meant to him and 
how he feels he has changed. Here is what some of 
the boys had to say. Quotes are anonymous.

‘This “solitaire” has made me realise how lucky I 
am and that thinking of others and simple sustainable 
living are the key elements to a better world. It will 
make human beings more grateful and in doing so, 
it will create a global unity and global peace!’

‘Maretlwane has been an absolutely awesome 
experience for me and I would have been very sad if I 
did not come here. In the last two months Maretlwane 
has been my home and it is a place which I will 
keep very close to my heart at all times. Maretlwane 
has made me realize that our world is just getting 
overgrown, and by this I mean there is too much 
technology controlling our lives and we are becoming 
very dependant on it. We have started to loose our 
morals and the way we are supposed to be living our 
lives. At Maretlwane we have been set straight on 
our paths once again and we have been taught the 
important philosophies of life which we should carry 
with us wherever our lives take us in the future.’

‘Maretlwane is a beautiful place and a place I am 
dreaming of coming to later in my life, hopefully as 
a famous person. I have had a ball here and these are 
some of the things which I loved here at Maretlwane. 
The freedom of the bush is something which cannot 
be compared to anything else. Even though I wasn’t 
allowed to I loved going on walks by myself up to 
Lookout Hill and all around the farm. The most 
amazing thing is the way that silence talked to me 
during those walks; it revived me and allowed all 
my problems to disperse from my body.’

‘I believe I have found out about my character 
over the past two months. I try too hard to fit into 
the “cool groups” even though I know that their 
attitudes and morals do not fit in with my morals and 
attitudes. I have thus been able to hopefully sort that 
out and from now on I am going to try my hardest to 
become part of groups that are at peace with morals 
which suit me. Another aspect in my character which 
I thought had a slight flaw was that I was worried 
too much about what others thought of me and the 
way I do things. I have now sorted that out and from 
now on I will do the things which I feel are right and 
I will not care about how others perceive my ideas.’

‘The resolutions which I have made after Bush 
School are that I will constantly be thinking of others. 
I will appreciate every little thing that influences my 
awesome life, like others cooking for me, others doing 
my laundry. I will always look for the positives in 
my life and not dwell on the negatives. I will live my 
life in the peace of my morals which I have firmly 
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found out from Bush School. I will appreciate my 
body and always keep it in tip top shape and I will 
always be grateful for my brain and never take it for 
granted. I will be humble and I will be honest with 
every situation that I come across, even if that means 
being punished, as it was my decision to do that 
thing. Lastly I will thank God for everything that he 
has given me and I will live my life for God, helping 
others but most importantly cherishing my family.’

Looking ahead to 2008 things are looking ex tremely 
promising. The demand for places for next year 
exceeded all expectation. Unfortunately this meant 
that a selection process was necessary (done on a 
ballot system) and that there were many unsuccessful 
applicants. My hope remains that at some stage in the 
future we may be able to expand to cope with 48 boys 
at a time. Whether or not this dream is ever realized, 
I remain convinced that the lives of our Bush School 
boys are changed for the better. Taking anyone out of 
their comfort zones builds character. Time will be the 
judge of whether this change is ephemeral or not.

1. The Big Jump
2. Ben Rath gets airborne on one of the bumslides at Easterkloof – 

Term 1
3. Some of the Term II boys reflecting on the two months at the Bush 

School while watching the last sunset
4. Rowing at Hartebeespoort Dam
5. The Term II Bush School boys at the foot of the Maretlwane waterfall
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Music

The two large-scale music events we held during 2007 
were the Café Concert and The Four Schools- Concert. 
The former was subtitled, Circus Maximus which in a 
cursory way refers to the Orchestra’s performance of 
Themes from the film, Gladiator, but, in reality, is an 
extended metaphor of life in the Music Department. 
The complete programme is printed on the following 
page and I will only highlight a few items.

We are very pleased with the sure footing on which 
Mr Jeff Cole has placed the Wind Ensemble and we 
expect great music from them in the future. The 
undoubted, major treats each of the three evenings 
was the performance of the Clarinet Concerto by 
Artie Shaw as played by David Sun. He was ably 

assisted by Mathilda Hornsveld on the piano, 
William Yates (F4) on the double bass and Deo du 
Plessis (Old Boy from 2006) on the drums. What a 
showman David Sun is! The result of this successful 
performance was that it was repeated several times 
in the course of the year. During Friday Assembly, 
on tour with the Dixie Band, at David’s own final 
practical examination and for the final cherry on 
the cake, at Valediction. It is still difficult to decide 
which of these performances were the best because 
in true Jazz-style, David did something new in each 
performance. Congratulations David, you take your 
place with only two other boys (Edward Boyd and 
Peter Bull) who performed this amazing work while 

It is with pleasure and pride that I give a short 
summary of the music results from 2006. We had our 
biggest group of matrics to date, namely two, and 
because seven of these did two music subjects (Higher 
Grade and Music Performance), there were thirty-
two candidates. The results that these candidates 
produced were truly staggering: there were twenty-
two distinctions (including five candidates with an 
A+), six Bs, three Cs and a D symbol. Two distinctions 
were obtained by Ronald Davey (Cello and Trumpet), 
Hickley Hamman (Soprano and Alto Saxophone), 
Bernard Linström (Euphanium and Trumpet), 
Daniel Pretorius (Bassoon and Piano), Francois 

Scholtz (Cello and Double Bass) and Willem van der 
Hoven (Cello and Double Bass); one distinction was 
obtained by Helgardt Basson (Cello), Ross Cameron 
(French Horn), Deo du Plessis (Percussion), Michael 
Ferguson (Guitar), Jason Hinch (Trumpet), Albert 
Mennen (Alto Saxophone), Obakeng Moatshe (Viola), 
Eric Newby (Clarinet), Jeremy Pitman (Clarinet) 
andJohan van Biljon (Alto Saxophone). As a class, 
these achievements are unparalleled in the history of 
the Music Department and the School. We salute their 
contribution as a group and we honour the individual 
achievements, many of which are on a par with the 
best that the world can offer in this age group.

Matric results – 2006

Philip Loots decided to return to the book trade from 
whence we had lured him some four years ago. A 
word of thanks for his invaluable contribution to the 
Music Department. His establishment and training 
of the Brass Choir has made a significant impact on 
the assemblies and the congregational singing. His 
role as tutor and MIC of the Wildlife Society has 
endeared him to the wider school community. Mr 
Loots’ passion for wildlife was epitomised in the 
owl rehabilitation project which he launched on 
the school property. Thank you for all your selfless 
efforts at Pretoria Boys High School. Mr Loots was 
replaced at the start of the third term by Mr Ockie 
Vermeulen who has taken his role as organist and 
class teacher, piano teacher, examiner and trainer of 
the Brass Choir in his stride. Mr Vermeulen has just 
released a CD as a solo organist entitled Highland 
Cathedral, a poetic indication that he will fit right 
in at PBHS. He is also in the advanced stages of 
completing his doctoral studies in music. We would 
like to extend a warm welcome to Mr Vermeulen.

Mr Christo Burger has announced, sadly, that he 
will be leaving at the end of 2007. He has been our 

choir master and aural teacher for four years. Our 
school choir has certainly gained new heights under 
his direction. A word of hearty thanks for all the 
extra hours. Mr Michael Barrett will be taking over 
from Mr Burger in January 2008.

The rest of the permanent staff is unchanged: 
Dr Niel van der Watt, Mrs Yvonne Reyburn, Ms 
Mathilda Hornsveld and Mr Albie Jordaan. The 
part-time staff complement has been extended 
to accommodate as many as possible different 
instrumental specialists. They are: Lorette van 
Zyl (French Horn), Hanri Loots (flute), Gudrun 
Melck (Cello), Denise Sutton (Violin), Marike Prins 
(Double Bass), Elmarie van der Vyver (Viola), Lizet 
Smith (Clarinet), Jeff Cole (Trumpet and Tuba), 
Murray Theron (Saxophone), Matthew Lombard 
(Saxophone), William Bishop (Trombone) and 
Camelia Onea (violin). We must, however, pay a 
special tribute to these teachers, part-time and full-
time, who, in a difficult year of changing syllabi, 
strike actions and enormous demands on their time, 
have continued teaching our boys with patience and 
understanding.

Staff matters

Music Events
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WIND ENSEMBLE – Mr Jeff Cole
Toccata and Fugue in d minor J S Bach, arr. J Bocock
My Girl W Robinson, arr. J Higgins
Cabaret J Kander, arr. N Leyden

JAZZ COMBO – Ms Mathilda Hornsveld
Clarinet Concerto A Shaw
Clarinet – David Sun; Piano – Mathilda Hornsveld
Drums – Deo du Plessis; Double Bass – William Yates

STRING QUARTET – Mrs Gudrun Melck
O Mio Babbino Caro G Puccini, arr. J McLeod
Arrival of the Queen of Sheba G F Handel, arr. 
 M Hindson

DIXIE BAND – Dr Niel van der Watt
Down by the Riverside Traditional, arr. H Walers
Tin Roof Blues L Rappolo, arr. B Howard
The Robert E Lee N Diamond, arr. N van der Watt
Basin Street Blues S Williams, arr. B Howard
Alibama and January Traditional, arr. N van der Watt

THE SCHOOL CHOIR – Mr Christo Burger
A selection from the following:
Moon River H Mancini
Soloist – Tristan Bagshaw
Sing and Rejoice D Besig
Dulaman Traditional Gaelic, arr. M McGlynn
Bring Him Home from M Schonberg, arr. J Leavit
Les Miserables
Honono Traditional Zulu
Skokiaan A Msarurgwa
U’ inKhosi Traditional, arr. C Burger
Joshua fit the battle Traditional Spiritual, arr. M Hayes

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA – Dr Niel van der Watt and 
Mr Christo Burger
Largo from Xerses G F Handel
Soloist – Alexander Urban
Suite de Ballet from Coppelia L Delibes
finale from Symphony No. 5 L van Beethoven, arr. 
 C Woodhouse
Pomp and Circumstance E Elgar
To the Spring E Greig
Soldier’s Chorus from Faust C Gounod
Themes from Gladiator H Zimmer
(All other arrangements by N van der Watt)

CIRCUS MAXIMUS
Programme
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at school. There were two other highlights which 
deserve to be mentioned. One is the performance 
of the famous ‘Largo’ by GF Handel as played by 
Alexander Urban on the flügelhorn and accompanied 
most sensitively by the full School Orchestra. Alex is 
a dedicated and fine musician who played a variety 
of trumpets (including cornet and piccolo trumpet) 

while his main instrument is actually the bassoon. 
Well done and thank you, Alex! The other highlight 
was the performance of the ‘Gladiator’ film music by 
the full Symphony Orchestra. The music is extremely 
popular not only with the audience but also with 
the performers. The result was predictable – it was 
played at each performance of the Orchestra.

The school orchestra performing at one of the old boys reunion assemblies of 2007.
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Concert in 2006, the planning and execution of this 
year’s concert was as smooth as can be imagined. 
The collegial spirit between the four schools was 

fantastic and the concert was, as usual, fully packed 
and hugely successful. The combined programme is 
printed below.

PRETORIA HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

Rhythmony 
Conductor: Mbuso Ndlovu
Rejoice Afro-American Spiritual
or
Les Fées
Conductor: Bea van der Sandt
fields of Gold Arr. C Gerlitz

Orchestra:
Conductor: Valerie Hohls

Selection of:
New York, New York Arr. A Cappellar
Rock around the clock A Cerulli

Choir
Conductor: Michael Barrett
Accompanist: Paul Ferreira

A selection of:
We praise Thee N v d Watt
Cantate Domino R Lang
Be Still M Barrett
Weep no more D Childs
Mamosimane Traditional
Ride on King Jesus Arr. M Hogan

PRETORIA BOYS HIGH SCHOOL

Dixie Band
Conductor: Niel van der Watt
Black and White Rag G Botsford

Choir
Conductor: Christo Burger
Accompanist: Yvonne Reyburn
Joshua fit the Battle of Jericho Arr. M Hayes

Orchestra
Conductor: Niel van der Watt
Themes from ‘Gladiator’ H Zimmer Arr. N v d Watt

KOOR: AFRIKAANSE HOËR MEISIESKOOL

Dirigent: Hannelize du Plessis
Modjadji C Burger

BLAASORKES: AHS/AHMP

Dirigent: floris Smith
’n Keuse van:
Swing the mood verw. M Sweeney
Henry Mancini Concert Medley Arr. J Moss

KOOR: AFRIKAANSE HOËR SEUNSKOOL

Dirigent: Hannelize du Plessis
Begeleidster: Gizela Scriba
’n Keuse van:
Pitsi ya Naga C Burger
Sing soos ’n rivier P van Zyl
Gloria M Lightfoot

SIMFONIEORKES: AHS/AHMP
Dirigent: Pieter van Zyl
Lord of the Dance R Hardiman Verw: L Moore

GEKOMBINEERDE PROGRAM

1. Pomp and Circumstance E Elgar
  Verw: N v d Watt
2. Mars uit ‘Carmen’ G Bizet
  Verw: C Woodhouse
3. It’s a kind of magic Queen
  Verw: E Clayton
4. Met Middernag A Adam
  Verw: N v d Watt
5. Mein Liebeslied R Stoltz
  Verw: N v d Watt
6. Barcarole J Offenbach
  Verw: N v d Watt
7. Mythodea Vangelis
  Verw: P v Zyl
8. Wake me up before you go go Wham/G Michael
  Verw: C Burger

‘AN DIE MUSIK’
2007 PROGRAM

Die Afrikaanse Hoër Seunskool Jazz Ensemble, onder leiding van Eddie Clayton sal deurentyd speel.
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the orchestra numbers grew to a staggering 130 
members. The massed choir consisting of roughly 
280 singers was required to sing in Afrikaans, 
English, French and German this year. If there is any 
criticism of this mammoth undertaking, it will be 
that the numbers have increased beyond the capacity 
of the venues. Fun was had by all, nevertheless, and 
many a meaningful relationship has been fostered 
across the railway line.

Performing groups
The Dixie Band experienced a year of consolidation. 
This, however, did not affect the performance schedule. 
Performances at school included: Commencement 
Ceremony, New Parents’ Braai, more than one Friday 
Assembly, Café Concert, playing for the opening of 
an art exhibition in the Battissphere, the Phobians 
Marathon and the Old Boys Dinner. Further afield 
were a number of interesting performances: The 
Dixie band played at Douglas Reid’s 70th birthday 
party; at the annual conference dinner of NAPTOSA; 
at Jaffa Senior Citizen Centre; with the Orchestra 
at Laerskool Riebeeckrand in Kempton Park; at the 
Musaion Lunch House Concert; and, of course, at the 
Four Schools’ Concert. 

The highlight must have been the weekend mini-
tour to Letsitele. The idea for this trip was hatched 
by Mathilda Hornsveld, in fact, some years ago. We 
finally got the dates synchronised and set off to the 
Lowveld beyond Tzaneen on a Friday in August. 
What should have been a pleasant five hour journey 
became a nightmarish ten and a half one due to the 

water pump failure of our bus. The four and a half 
hour delay at a petrol station was made bearable 
by the arrival of a 65 seater bus to carry fifteen of 
us to Letsitele. The welcoming braai scheduled 
for 18:00 was enjoyed at 23:00 and the Saturday 
morning start was a little slow. Fortunately, there is 
very little that can damage the spirit of a Boys High 
boy and once we were bass fishing on a friendly 
neighbour’s dam, the inconvenience of the previous 
evening was all forgotten. The concert on Saturday 
evening was in the format of a mini Café Concert. 
The Dixie Band provided the main entertainment 
while some individuals from the band performed 
solo items to the accompaniment ably provided by 
Mathilda Hornsveld. The people who invited and 
hosted us, incidentally, are two of Ms Hornveld’s 
cousins, who, with their husbands are citrus 
farmers in the Letsitele district. The highlight of 
the concert was the Clarinet Concerto by Artie 
Shaw as performed by David Sun. In order to make 
this happen on the professional level to which we 
have become accustomed, we also invited ex-Dixie 
band drummer, Deo du Plessis, along. Needless, 
to say, David stole the show, as we intended him 
to! The weekend was rounded off with individual 
performances by three boys at the DRC during 
the Sunday morning service. A tired, but content, 
Dixie Band slept their way back to Pretoria in the 
luxury of the 65-seater bus. A second trip was 
undertaken with the Orchestra two weekends on, 
but more about that later! The ‘farewell’ to leaving 
members was a short one this year because our 
Dixie Band ‘kaptein’ was the only matriculant in 

The Dixie Band afloat at Letsitele.
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the group: Emil Conradie. We will miss Emil’s jokes 
and fantastic saxophone playing. A part of you will 
always remain with us as we hope a part of us will 
always journey with you into the future.

The String Quartet also had a busy year afer a 
somewhat dubious start. The turning point was the 
extensive performance at the NAPTOSA Conference 
dinner. There were many performances at school 
and in the wider community: at a retirement centre 
in Brooklyn and Rietfontein and a book launch held 
at the Pretoria Country Club. In contrast to the Dixie 
Band, the String Quartet is all but annihilated by 
the departure of the matrics. Lourens Terblanche 
(Violin 1 and leader), Werner Kühn (viola) and 
Martin Eccles (cello) have played in the quartet for 
various lengths of time and on their departure we 
would like to thank them for their excellent service 
to the School. These boys often do not realise what 
a magnificent ambassadorial role they play for the 
School. We thank them and salute them!

The Wind Ensemble is slowly but surely clawing 
its way back into prominence with Jeff Cole, the 
MIC, taking rehearsals very seriously and the boys 
responding well. Their performances included 
playing at the Café Concert, a joint performance at the 
Pretoria Botanical Gardens and a similar performance 
at the Johannesburg Botanical Gardens. Two matric 
members played a leading role in the success of this 
group. They are: David Sun (clarinet) and Karabo 
Ditsebe (trumpet). These two utterly reliable boys 
have not found it beneath their considerable talent 
to help make a success of the Wind Ensemble in 
2007. We say thank you and congratulations on a job 
well done!

The Brass Choir, even though it has had a change 
of leadership, (Mr Loots and Mr Vermeulen) has 
gone from strength to strength. They continue to 
do a real job of service to the School, performing at 
virtually every assembly and at all the ceremonies: 
Commencement, Founder’s Day, Valediction and 
final Assembly. The leaving matric members are 
Karabo Ditsebe (trumpet) and Robert Christian 
(trombone). Thank you for all your hard work. 
A final challenge to this group: how about some 
performances in our immediate community?

The School Choir has had a fairly successful year 
and we say thank you to Mr Christo Burger and 
the leaving matrics. There will be a separate report 
highlighting the choir’s achievements.

The PBHS Symphony Orchestra has had a very 
active and successful year. It was not only one of the 
larger groups in recent history but one of the best 
orchestras we have had. One can understand this if 
you realise that eighteen of the sixty-eight members 
were matriculants and that six of them were first 

violinists. The string section alone was over thirty 
(nine violin Is, eight violin IIs, five violas, six cellos 
and four double bass). Add to this the quiet but 
determined leadership of Lourens Terblanche 
and you have a recipe for success. The Orchestra 
performed in its traditional places at School (Café 
Concert, Friday Assembly, Founder’s Day, 40 and 
50 Year Reunions and the Four Schools’ Concert). 
Then there were also performances at Laerskool 
Riebeekrand (as an educational display concert) and 
the Lunch Hour Concert at the University of Pretoria. 
The highlight of the year was, without doubt, the 
mini-tour to Wykeham College in Pietermaritzburg 
undertaken in conjunction with the Dixie Band. 
This happy venture was launched on the weekend 
of 31 August. It transpired towards the end of the 
weekend that the Wykeham girls were counting the 
days to our arrival with eager anticipation. Needless 
to say, the weekend was a great success. The shared 
concert on Friday evening was packed and the 
audience was astounded by the Dixie Band and, 
especially, the Orchestra. People marvelled at the 
miracle of an entire symphony orchestra from one 
boys’ school. There were two special members of 
the audience who were Old Boys namely, Andrew 
Archibald, guitarist and bass guitarist in the Dixie 
Band and Brett Udal, leader of the Orchestra for three 
years. They were very kind with their comments 
and extremely proud to have been associated with 
the Orchestra and Band. 

On Saturday the Orchestra hit U’Shaka in Durban 
with a vengeance. After a somewhat brief visit to 
the aquarium, the boys (young and old) played to 
their heart’s content in Waterworld close by. An 
unfortunate incident with two boys arriving at the 
bus half an hour late, caused us to be late for the 
afternoon’s performance. Fortunately, the church 
fête in Kloof could still accommodate us and we 
had a successful performance outside on a stoep 
overlooking the church grounds. It turned out to be 
a beautiful afternoon with gently fading light and 
Werner Kühn insisted that we play ‘To the Spring’ 
(Greig) seeing that it was the first of September – 
Spring Day! We were fed here and then again kindly 
hosted at Wykeham Collegiate. Thank you to Mrs 
Rykie Boeke, her husband, Ettienne, and the staff 
and especially the girls who entertained us royally! 
Saying goodbye to the matrics is a difficult task, not 
because there were eighteen of them in the Orchestra 
but because they were one of the most loyal groups 
that I have ever had in the Orchestra. Thank you 
for your hard work, example and enthusiasm. The 
matrics are: Lourens Terblanche (Leader – Violin), 
David Gillham (Violin), Jonathan Oldnall (Violin), 
Coetzee Marais (violin), William Jenkins (Violin), 
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Stuart Graham (violin), Werner Kühn (Viola), 
Martin Eccles (Cello), Morné Greyling (Percussion), 
Gavin Evans (flute), Marco de Canha (flute), David 
Sun (Clarinet), Emil Conradie (Soprano Saxophone), 
Mofenyi Maimela (Clarinet), Alex Urban (Bassoon), 
Johan van der Merwe (French Horn), Karabo Ditsebe 
(Trumpet), and Robert Christian (Trombone). Your 
departure leaves more than a physical gap in the 
orchestra.

Individual Achievements
There were some final individual achievements 
in 2007. Morné Kahts was selected, yet again, to 
participate in a youth music programme hosted by 
Yamaha and held in Japan. He sang and played cello 
and guitar to vast audiences. Congratulations! Simon 
Duim participated in the Philip Moor Competition 
held in Johannesburg and won the 15–16 year age 
group section. This is a fine achievement, made 
more so by the fact that he was playing his second 
instrument, Alto Saxophone. In the June session 
of the Royal Schools’ of Music Examinations the 
following boys passed the Grade 8 exam: Mofenyi 
Maimela (Clarinet), Marco de Canha (flute), Alex 
Urban (Trumpet), Werner Kühn (Piano) and William 
Rich (Tenor Saxophone). In the October session of 
the same examination the following boys passed the 
Grade 8 exam: Edwin Hudson-Lamb (flute), Morné 

Kahts (Guitar), Luke Newby (Clarinet), Werner van 
Rooyen (Double Bass), Hansie Vermooten (Trumpet), 
William Yates (Double Bass), Maximillian finbow 
(Clarinet) and Willie Viljoen (Violin).

Apart from Mr Vermeulen’s organ CD, which I 
mentioned earlier, Mrs Lizel Smith also launched a 
solo clarinet recital CD in May 2007. It is a fantastic 
recording and includes clarinet music by Schumann, 
Saint Saéns and Gade. Mr Christo Burger also 
recorded a CD with his Chamber Choir, Akustika, 
which features a variety of choral pieces. Ms Mathilda 
Hornsveld rehearsed and conducted the Opera, ‘La 
Traviata’ (Verdi) for two performances in Windhoek. 
By all accounts it was most successful. Congratulations. 
I, myself, spent two weeks on the island of Reunion in 
July to oversee five performances of my choral and 
marimba work, ‘Mass from the Southern Earth’.

And so, another year is at an end and music is 
alive and well. A word of caution, though, all culture 
hangs on a thin thread. The music department 
hangs on a thin thread and this thread consists of 
the intangible relation between boy and teacher. If 
there are no boys prepared to practise daily and no 
teachers giving of themselves patiently, this thin 
thread can be broken instantly and irreparably. In 
the interim: Viva la musica!

Dr Niel van der Watt
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Orchestra

Front Row L–R: W Jenkins, C Marais, M Maimela, K Ditsebe, E Conradie, J Oldnall, R Christian, M de Canha, D Sun, 
Mr C Burger (Conductor), L Terblanche (Leader of Orchestra), Dr N van der Watt (Master-in-Charge), G Evans, S Graham, A Urban, 

W Kuhn, D Gillham, J van der Merwe, M Greyling.
Second Row L–R: T Chauke, L de Villiers, S Skosana, F Boshoff, M Graham, Y Park, W Fourie, I Basson, H Fong, C Erasmus, M Boegman, 

D le Roux.
Third Row L–R: A Wang, E van Niekerk, D Pitman, B Nixon, M finbow, G Murphy, C van der Westhuizen, S Hwang, H Delen, T Ditsebe, 

J de Villiers, M Loubser, JW Viljoen, J Shih, T Masters.
Back Row L–R: K Sales, O Molokoane, H Snyders, S Wang, W Yates, L Newby, M Kahts, H Vermooten, D Poultney, W van Rooyen, K Tsai, 

N fidler, E Hudson-Lamb.
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Choir

Front Row L–R: J van der Merwe, S Nombekela, T Bagshaw, Mr C Burger (Conductor), W Potgieter (Chairman), Mrs Y Reyburn (Accompanist), 
H van den Berg, D Molver, B Theron.

Second Row L–R: M Cohen, K Kichenbrand, X Bezuidenhoudt, A Musyoki, K Tsai, M Olivier, C Robinson, C Erasmus, L Nienaber, G Moroeng.
Third Row L–R: JW Viljoen, B Harle, N Lebakeng, Y Park, J Hsu, D MacKenzie, C Young, A du Toit, P Seboka.

Back Row L–R: I Basson, C Stephens, J van den Berg, Y-C Yen, G Boshoff, M Graham, F Boshoff, N fidler.

Symphonic Windband

Front Row L–R: O Molokoane, D Sun (Leader), Mr J Cole (Conductor), K Ditsebe (Leader), E Hudson-Lamb, K Tsai.
Second Row L–R: L Petersen, C Erasmus, J Kenyon, J van Niekerk, R Scheepers, D McDougall, T Greyling.

Third Row L–R: J du Preez, K Kichenbrand, H Delen, R van Niekerk, T Ditsebe, J Shih, J Frimmel.
Back Row L–R: A Wang, C van der Westhuizen, E du Preez, S Anderson, M Anderson, M finbow, S Hwang.
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Brass Choir

Front Row L–R: H Delen, O Molokoane, Mr O Vermeulen (Organist), K Ditsebe (Leader), H Vermooten.
Back Row L–R: R Kingon, R van Niekerk, S Massyn, T Ditsebe, R Scheepers.

Viola Ensemble

Front Row L–R: N fidler, Y Park, B Nixon, D Pitman.
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Dixie Band

Front Row L–R: E Conradie, S Duim.
Second Row L–R: Dr. Niel van der Watt (M.I.C.), T Distebe, R Kingon, S Massyn, M finbow.

Back Row L–R: W Rich, L Newby, W Yates.
Stairs L–R: H Vermooten, R Oldnall.
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Guitar Trio

Front Row L–R: T Wessels, I Carpenter-Kling, M Kahts.
Back Row L–R: Mr A Jordaan (Master-in-Charge).

Senior String Quartet

Front Row L–R: L Terblanche, M Eccles, W Kühn.
Back Row L–R: JW Viljoen.
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Stage Production
‘Love, crime and Johannesburg’
This play was created by a group of actors called 
Junction Avenue to voice their anger and confusion 
about the outcome of the situation in the new South 
Africa, What happened to the ideals, the dreams and 
aspirations of those who fought for the freedom of 
the people of our country?

The same men who used their AK-47’s to fight the 
oppressors are now turning those very same rifles on 
the people they fought for. The men and women who 
aspired to ‘equality’ for all now regard themselves 
as ‘more equal than the man in the street’. Are the 
ordinary men, and especially the youngsters, not 
just following their lead now and do they not see 
themselves as above the law as well?

But why the unspeakable violence? Mr Shibambo 
was once quoted as saying: ‘They have no school, 
no family and no God.’ Or are the people of this 

country disillusioned with the new dispensation? 
I quote Shibambo again: ‘Old South Africa. New 
South Africa. Nothing has changed. I still make my 
living in the gutter.’ Why so much crime? And is the 
crime truly committed by former guerillas who were 
discarded like useless rags after the struggle? And are 
the master minds behind the crime, not the poor and 
desperate, but the people with the Harvard MBA’s? 
Anything is possible in this new and wonderful 
democracy of ours, even a ‘secret, secret service’ to 
keep an eye on the secret service.

But, I am a gambling woman myself. And I am 
not leaving South Africa. I bet everything is going to 
be just fine. Maybe, only in a hundred years’ time. 
But in the end it will be fine.

Amanda van Zyl

1. ‘I believe the evidence against my client is circumstantial.’ Lawyer Max Rath on the Naidoo murder trial.
2. ‘I am innocent, Queenie Dlamini. And I will prove it.’ says Jimmy ‘Longlegs’ Mangane (Khauhelo Sithole) to Chief of Police (Tiwonge Tembo)
3. Jozie, where the capuccino’s good and strong.
4. No one is above the law. Not even Jimmy ‘Longlegs’ Mangane (Khauhelo Sithole) seen here with prison wardens Jason Chamberlain and 

Martin Coetzee.

1 2

3 4
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Cast list
Principals
Jimmy ‘Longlegs’ Mangane Khauhelo Sithole
Chairman of the Bank, Lewis Matame Mofenyi Maimela
Chief of Police, Queenie ‘Struggle  Tiwonge Tembo
Accounting’ Dlamini
Razor Wire Millionaire Bokkie Levine Mitchell Bowker
Lulu Levine Byron O’Grady
Bibi Khuswayo Phemelo Kabini
Old Gangster Bones Shilubane Asivile Vena

Crowd
Policemen Matthew Clowes
 Sizo Khuzwayo
 Tyrone Hopf
 Sean Prinsen
Prison Warden Martin Coetzee
 Jason Chamberlain
Bank Clerks St John Whindus
 Declan Gallagher
Press Lona Ngubegusha
 Francois van Straten
 Gareth Cronjé
 Justin Solyom
 Jason Watson
 Trevor Dawson
 Jarred Cox
Farmer Anton Scholtz
Farmer’s Wife Ale Malan
Nurse JJ van Niekerk
Doctor Kyle Lund
Gangsters Jarryd Hosking
 Dean Engelbrecht
 Luke Stocken
Old man Brian Nixon
Old woman Charles Smith
Young mother George van Bergh
Little Girl Geoffrey Smuts
Gym Girls Brandon Cox
 Michael Beard
Jogger David Roebuck
Homeless Man Michael Koekemoer
Priest Reyneke Swanepoel

Nuns Keith Kichenbrand
 Ivan Basson
 Michael Graham
Brothel Owners Juan Jardim
 Taylor Bowker
Prostitute Craig Nel
Lawyers Mduduzi Zwane
 Max Rath
Domestic Worker Lefa Kokong
Indian Widow Waseem Jeenah
Her son Jonathan Sailer
Japanese Tourists Kai-Jen Tsai
 Craig Stephens
Polokwane Mother Dumisani Lucas
Soccer players James Orr
 Mmekoa Rorisang
Piano Movers Reinhardt van Wyk
 Craig Nel

Production
Editors Karen Stenos
 Elizabeth Rogers

Technical
Ryan Janse van Rensburg
Luke Harrison
Craig Bester
Tshepo Rasebotsa
Surprise Ngwenya
Rueben Durand
Dean Barthorpe
Ernst Keys 

Production
Chorus-master and Pianist Mathilda Hornsveld
Saxophone Player Nicholas Becker
Choreographer and dancers Dirkie Mostert
 Eugene Baloyi
Costumes Ännchen Matthews
Set Painting Peter Binsbergen
 Phil Johnson
Make-up Anli van Straten and teachers
Bookings Savaal Singh 
 Jonathan Cerveira
Refreshments Vicky Crankshaw and mothers

LOVE, CRIME AND JOHANNESBURG
by Junction Avenue

Stage Production
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Stage Production

1. ‘It’s all like a bad dream.’ Jimmy ‘Longlegs’ Mangane (Khauhelo Sithole) bemoaning the conditions in jail to girlfriend, Lulu Levine 
(Byron O’Grady)

2. Chief of Police, Queenie Dlamini (Tiwonge Tembo) and Lewis Mafane (Mofanyi Maimela) listening to the advice of Levine on how to create a 
crime free Jo’burg.

3. ‘Old SA. New SA. Nothing has changed, Jimmy. I still make my living in the gutter!’ Jimmy ‘Longlegs’ Mangane (Khauhelo Sithole) and 
Bones Shibombo (Asivile Vena)

4. Mrs Naidoo (Waseem Jeenah) and her son, Sam, leave the court in a state of shock. Mrs Naidoo, who was arrested for the murder of her 
husband, was not asked to plead.

5. ‘I am your little girl. Your princess. Am I not, Daddy?’ Lulu Levine (Byron O’Grady) and her father Bokkie Levine (Mitchell Bowker).
6. ‘We owe you nothing, Jimmy. You must get off your backside and create your own future.’ Advice from Head of Bank and struggle comrade, 

Lewis Matame (Mofenyi Maimela) to Jimmy ‘Longlegs’ Mangane (Khauhelo Sithole)

1 2

3 4

5 6
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Stage Production

1. Hip Hop dance champions Dirkie Mostert and Eugene Baloyi adding some class to our production.
2. Bokkie Levine’s (Mitchell Bowker) ode to the cities and women of the world, accompanied by Nicholas Becker on sax.
3. ‘I know what a man wants, my dear.’ Bibi Khuswayo (Phemelo Kabini) and Lulu Levine (Byron O’Grady)
4. Old couple Charles Smith and Brian Nixon lamenting the fact that young people have no manners.
5. The people of Johannesburg against its high rise silhouette.
6. The Jo’burgers astonished to hear of the accusations against struggle poet Jimmy Mangane.

1 2

3 4

5 6
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Gumboot Dancers
After five years of being a gumboot dancer at the 
school I can finally say that the greatest reward 
is to look into the crowd after a fast-paced and 
cheerful move and witnessing the astonishment on 
everybody’s face. It really is a true feeling.

The team consisted of a large number of senior 
members who contributed their experience into the 
brainstorming afternoons and really took control of 
the stage at each and every performance. We also got 
help from two of our dedicated and very talented 
old boys who helped out with the co-ordinating 
of our performances and team building activities. 
Our performances included the annual new parents 
braai, a Friday assembly at the school, a Girls High 
assembly, the Loreto fashion show and twice at a 
school for the disabled in Bronkhorstspruit.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Nkateko Shiluvane who really pulled the team 

together when Mr Nkomo was involved in an 
accident and could not spend as much time with 
us. Nkateko helped us for most of the year with the 
assistance of Umphile Tshukudu. Thanks also to 
Kauhelo who helped compose most of the moves 
with Tiisetso and not to forget my ever vibrant 
Shaks who kept the crowd entertained with his party 
moves. Congratulations to Matthew Clowes for his 
half colours and I hope that he will lead successfully, 
setting trends and hitting that black boot hard. Last 
but not least, to Mr Nkomo who has been with the 
team for the past seven years and leaves us at the 
end of the year. Sir, you have been an exceptional 
mentor and we wish you success in whatever you 
pursue.

R Shilubane
Chairman

Front Row L–R: L Ngwenya, S Nkosi, K Mncube, R Shilubane, K Mnguni, M Maimela, S Madalane.
Second Row L–R: Mr N Shilubane (Coach), K Mabilo, N Yende, T Malubane, T Mokhoka, P Ndou, Mr M Nkomo (Master-in-Charge).

Back Row L–R: O Molokoane, V Motswi, L Shakung, Mr U Tshukudu (Coach).
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Pipe Band
The Pipe band display took place on the sixth 
anniversary of 9/11, as this auspicious date became 
known. I wonder if any of you can remember what 
you were doing on that day? My recollection is that 
the School was playing Inter-House soccer on that 
afternoon and a member of staff came down to the 
fields to say that an aeroplane had flown into the Twin 
Towers in New York. Only when I arrived home did 
I see the full impact of what had happened.

I can also recall standing in front of the school five 
years ago at the Pipe Band Display and Award ceremony 
and informing the assembled guests and school that 
our band had been placed first in our section. It is with 
great pride that I am pleased to once again stand in 
front of you and say that the band of 2007 has been 
crowned the Novice Juvenile Champion Pipe Band, in 
other words, they are the South African Champions in 
this grade. I must admit that the start to the year was 
somewhat shaky as the entire drumming corps was 
inexperienced, bar one tenor drummer. The drummers 
had much to learn but they persevered and ultimately 
they came through the experience much stronger and 
more determined to improve their drumming skills.

The pipers also gained two new pipers who had to 
become part of a winning team and this they did and 
so enabled our piping corps, on a regular basis, to be 
placed first at all the gatherings at which we competed. 
May this be the inspiration to others in this school that 
success can be achieved if one puts one’s mind to it.

‘Success breeds success’ as the saying goes and it 
has been the key note of the band this year.

One of the first performances that the band 
undertook was to play at Fort Klapperkop for the 
annual Phobians Marathon. The band was new and 
we were barely able to play our way through a variety 
of band tunes. At every practice we attempted to get 
more of the competition music learnt. The day for 
leaving for the South Coast Highland Gathering drew 
closer and the band could still not play the two sets of 
music. About two days before we were about to depart, 
the pipers and drummers seemed to gel and we were 
off to Kwa-Zulu Natal. I suppose we, at this school, 
are a little arrogant and the band thought that they 
would easily be placed in the top three, but it was not 
to be and we had to be content with a fourth position. 
We did realise that we had a winning combination 
and this inspired the band to strive for the success that 
we knew could be ours. The rest, they say, is history, 
because at the succeeding gatherings we were placed 
first. It is a good feeling to win at our own gathering 
held on Hofmeyr Oval and the experience of winning 
at the final competition at Benoni High School was 
also a tremendous highlight.

We played at a number of events during the year, 
which included playing at several Retirement Homes 
as well as the annual performance at the Pretoria High 

School for Girls Spring Fair. A major highlight of the 
year was undoubtedly playing at the State Theatre for ‘A 
Night at the Proms’. Our band opened the proceedings 
for that well-loved annual Pretoria event and they 
received much acclaim for their performance.

A number of words come to mind which characterise 
the band of 2007. Dedicated – the Oxford dictionary 
defines it as ‘devoted to aims or having single-minded 
loyalty’. As the bandsmen grew in stature and realised 
that they could succeed, so their dedication to the task 
also grew. The other word in the definition which 
marked the band of 2007 was the word ‘loyalty’. 
Without this important trait the band would not have 
achieved the success that it did this year. It is also 
important to remember this characteristic in whatever 
one is doing at this school, because without loyalty, 
the various activities will not achieve the success they 
so richly deserve.

The bandsmen are therefore thanked for their loyal 
and dedicated support this year. Without them being 
willing to put in the many hours of practising at home 
or at school we would not have achieved the success 
that we did. To the matrics of the band, Jonathan 
Knudsen-Adams, Martin Eccles and Dominic Skelton, 
thank you for your involvement in this fine activity 
and for enriching the school with your excellent 
musical ability. Dominic has done a great job as Pipe 
Major this year – he has very ably and competently 
led the band to the successes that we achieved.

The parents must be thanked for their valued 
contribution to the band, especially for their support 
of their sons and their involvement on the Pipe Band 
Parents’ Committee, which once again organised a 
very successful Championship Pipe Band Gathering 
at the school. Thank you for your dedicated support.

The tutors, Rod Watters, Chris Ndima, Jeremy 
Coutts and Travis Manicom, must be thanked for 
their continued interest and dedication. Three of 
the tutors are old boys and it is much appreciated 
that these men are willing to share of their time and 
expertise with our band.

I must also thank Mr Blackmore for being so 
willing an assistant in helping the band this year. It 
is good to have an old boy on the staff who played in 
the band and who, incidentally, was the Pipe Major 
in 1997.

In conclusion, we will look back on the band of 
2007 as one of the most successful bands that we have 
had for a long time – it will go down in the annals of 
the band history as a great year. The success that we 
have experienced will be built upon in the new year 
and I am confident that we can again meet here in a 
year’s time and boast of the band’s successes.

Alan O’Brien
MIC
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Pipe Band

1. Boys High Pipe Band Gathering. Massed bands forming up
2. Preparing to march into the competition circle at the South Coast Highland Gathering
3. Pipers tuning up: Brian Nixon (back to camera), Martin Eccles, David van Wyk (obscured), Dominic Skelton, Muremere Wesigye, Mr Rob Blackmore
4. M Wesigye, D Skelton and M Eccles in full regalia prior to the rugby match against AHS.
5. David van Wyk and Dominic Skelton and Jonathan Knudsen-Adams
6. Kyle Lund and Jonathan Knudsen-Adams sharing a light moment
7. Left Foreground: Dominic Skelton in full ‘blow’
8. D Skelton, M Wesigye, M Eccles and T Manicom (back to camera)

1 2

3 4

5 6
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Awards
Pipers Efficiency Trophy – Dominic Skelton
South African Scottish Skean Dhu (most improved 
piper) – Brian Nixon
Drummers Efficiency Trophy – Jonathan Knudsen-
Adams
Winterbottom Memorial Dirk (most improved 
drummer) – Harris Fong
Paula Whitehead Cup (most dedicated bandsman) 
– Muremere Wesigye

Half Colours
Gareth Cronje
Harris Fong
Jonathan Knudsen-Adams
Kyle Lund
Brian Nixon
Milan Olivier
Keegan Oxley-Oxland
Yeh Chan Park
Jonathan Sailer
David van Wyk

Full Colours
Martin Eccles – Re-award
Muremere Wesigye

Honours
Dominic Skelton

Front Row L–R: K Oxley-Oxland (Drummer), Mr A O’Brien (Master-in-charge), J Knudsen-Adams (Drummer), D Skelton (Pipe Major), 
Mr T Manicom (Piping Tutor), M Eccles (Pipe Sergeant), M Wesigye (Piper).

Back Row L–R: G Cronje (Drummer), H Fong (Drummer), M Olivier (Drummer), Y Park (Drummer), D van Wyk (Piper), 
K Lund (Drummer), J Sailer (Drummer), B Nixon (Piper), Mr R Blackmore (Assistant Bandmaster).
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Pipe Band
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Aeronautical Society
An enthusiastic group of members were again 
treated to a nice mix of activities during the course 
of the year. As is customary, a number of members 
assisted with manning the Society stand at the 
Form One commencement ceremony, an important 
opportunity to recruit new members.

The year’s activities were planned to begin with 
an inspiring film, but the unannounced arrival of two 
old boys as the meeting started led to a last minute 
change of plan. Dean McConnell and Louis Steyl 
have been flying for a charter company in Malawi 
and they kept us all enthralled with stories of bush 
flying, some of them quite hairy! Having brought 
along a laptop computer with hundreds of images, 
this was an illustrated talk. Dean had been a member 
of the Society when he attended the school.

Rand Airport in Germiston was visited twice 
during the year. On the first occasion the Society was 
given a guided tour of the collection of aircraft that 
make up the SA Airways Museum Society collection. 
The most impressive of these were, undoubtedly, 
the two Boeing 747 ‘Jumbos’, one of them a rare SP 
model. Members were able to roam the full extent of 
‘Lebombo’, a 200 series example retired some years 
ago. The afternoon also included a visit to Henley Air, 
arranged by the Society chairman, Dylan Patterson, 
who is undertaking his helicopter training with this 
company. Apart from a hangar full of rotary wing 
types, we were treated to an impromptu air display 
at sunset by one of the instructors flying an R44.

We returned to Rand airport for the annual EAA 
air show, which this year combined with the ‘Jozi’ air 
show. Society members gained free access and a tee 
shirt in return for selling air show books, although 
some put a disappointing lack of effort into this 
task. Despite sometimes windy conditions, a full 
day’s flying could be seen with everything from 
microlight formations to a Mirage III performing in 
the hot, clear skies.

Our local airport, Wonderboom, had sufficient 
items of interest to warrant a visit and we spent 
an afternoon there being shown a cross section of 
companies and their activities. This began with a 
visit to a helicopter operation and an adjacent hangar 
that houses a company that flies the legendary DC 
3 (albeit with turboprop engines) in Africa. The 
highlight of the day was a tour of Naturelink, a 
large outfit with many facets. On reaching one of the 
maintenance hangars we were given the chance to 
taxi out to the run-up bay in an Embraer twin. Being 
rattled around in a very hot and noisy airline doing 
engine ground runs is probably not everyone’s idea 
of fun, but the boys seemed to enjoy it! The afternoon 
concluded with a visit to the control tower at dusk.

One of the most unusual excursions, and not one 
that we have undertaken before, was a visit to the air 

1
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looking shed at 1 Air Depot, this is a large collection 
of items from crashed aircraft, almost all SAAF but 
with some civilian examples. The hulks of two Puma 
helicopters dominate the room and it has a decidedly 
ghoulish atmosphere! It was a sobering reminder of 
the paramountcy of safety in all flying.

To be able to visit the technical area of SA Airways 
is always a privilege and we managed such a tour 
during the year. A past parent kindly guided us 
through the engine shops, engine test bays and the 
maintenance hangars. A rare opportunity to view (and 
hear) a jet engine being ground tested was one of the 
bonuses of the excursion. It is always amazing to see 
some of the giants of the air up close, as was possible 
during this visit but, as on a previous occasion, sad to 
see the SAA Jumbos being dismantled for scrapping.

first of the flying opportunities during the year 
came with a visit to 41 Squadron at Air Force Base 
Waterkloof. On arrival we were told that no aircraft 
was available and that only a ground tour could be 
provided. After many groans of disappointment, 
the younger squadron pilots did their best to make 
alternative arrangements and a replacement Cessna 
Caravan was found. While the rest of the group 
watched DVDS on the history and activities of the 
squadron, groups of boys were taken for a flight over 
the city and eastern suburbs of Pretoria. Steep turns 
over Menlyn and momentary zero-gravity conditions 
(that made objects float in the cabin) delighted the 
boys, although the Master-in-Charge was notable for 
not displaying the same degree of enthusiasm!

The other flying afternoon was at Orient airfield 
where we were hosted by Magalies Gliding Club. 
With no motor glider available this year, all flights 
were in one of the two Grob gliders which were winch 
launched. Soaring conditions were not ideal, so most of 
the flights were short, but almost all boys experienced 
something of this wonderful form of flying.

Other planned flying did not materialise. In the 
case of the C130 Hercules this was because of a fuel 
shortage and the Young Eagles day was washed out 
by drizzle and low cloud. It is hoped that both of 
these will be rescheduled in 2008.

A visit to the aeronautical engineering company 
ATE in Midrand provided insights into a range of 
manufacturing skills associated with modern aircraft. 
A tour of different sections showed avionics circuit 
boards being manufactured robotically; instruments 
being tested and various ‘unpiloted reconnaissance 
vehicles’ under development. The highlights were 
undoubtedly seeing the Russian Hind helicopter used 
in the film Blood Diamond and the new production line 
for making blades for this same type of helicopter. 
The visit was valuable in showing the range of 
opportunities available in the aerospace industry.

Aeronautical Society

1. The Society at ATE in Midrand, pose with the Blood Diamond 
Hing helicopter

2. flying in a Cessna Caravan with 41 Squadron SAAF at Waterkloof.
3. Swopping around groups during flights with the Air Force
4. Happiness is being thrown around the sky in a Cessna Caravan (or 

anything with wings!)
5. Gliding afternoon at Orient airfield.
6. Gliding is a team sport: recovering one of the gliders for the next 

launch.
7. A visit to Wonderboom allows for a cockpit visit to a DC-3TP

5

6

7



The Pretorian84

Aeronautical Society
C

LU
BS

 A
N

D
 S

O
C

IE
TIE

S On weeks with no excursions scheduled, we 
generally watched videos and DVDs. Among the 
most popular of these were the newly released fly 
Boys, a documentary on the race to win the contract 
for the Joint Strike fighter and a reality TV show that 
had three teams building an aircraft each in three 
days and then flying them.

The year ended with the Society attending an event 
that represented a piece of air force history. The last 
Boeing 707 operated by 60 Squadron was withdrawn 
from service and we went up to the Air Force Memorial 
on Bays Hill to watch the aircraft do a few low passes 
before landing perfectly on a runway that is not 
ideally suited to a plane of this size. A brief talk on 
the significance of the event and the memorial, a quick 
cool drink and the year’s activities were at an end.

The Society would like to extend its sincere 
thanks to the following parents for their assistance 
with arranging excursions during the year: Colonel 
Hermann Olmesdahl, Mr Len Collier and Mr Eric 
Sparrow. We would also like to thank Dick Bradley 
for again arranging the gliding afternoon.

John Illsley
MIC

Front Row L–R: J van Bergen, D Patterson, Mr J Illsley, R Mallory, P Tytherleigh.
Second Row L–R: D Sparrow, B Nazer, O Monyela, M Collier, B Bulling, A Shamu.

Back Row L–R: A Falanga, M Mole, P O’Brien, G Kapikul, J Whindus, K Zöller, K Segmiller.

1. Stark reminders of the consequences of negligence: a visit to the Air 
Force ‘crash laboratory’

2. The visit to SAA technical area included the maintenance hangars

1

2



The Pretorian 85This page is sponsored by Rider Forklift Bumpers

C
LU

BS
 A

N
D

 S
O

C
IE

TIE
S

Angling Club
‘Once bitten, twice shy,’ is an expression that certainly 
does not apply to fishing. Rather, judging by the 
fanaticism of some of the members of the Angling 
Club, it should read, ‘Once bitten, always obsessed.’ 
One is struck again and again just how diverse the 
sport of angling is when you consider the 6 week-
end trips we have done this year: dam fly-fishing for 
trout, river fly-fishing for yellowfish, bait fishing with 
earthworms for kurper, lure fishing for largemouth 
bass and specimen angling with a plethora of baits 
for large carp.

The year traditionally starts off with kurper fishing 
at Renosterkop Dam. The first challenge on such a 
trip is to find where these elusive fish are hiding, 
often in amongst dead tree stumps where you then 
make a feeding spot with left over sorghum. The 
next challenge is to hook them as they bite extremely 
softly and you have to watch your line like a hawk. 
The ultimate challenge is to land them and many is 
the exclamation as a lively fish wraps you round a 
stump and breaks off! A carp rod put out of the back 
of the boat usually provides some excitement at odd 
intervals, too, when you least expect it.

A fly-fishing visit to our favourite haunt on the 
Vaal river, Yellowfish Paradise, proved tough going 
for most. JP Lombard found and exploited a ‘honey 
hole’ under some overhanging willow trees and there 
were spectacular rises of smallmouth yellowfish in the 
mornings and evenings. Few were able to capitalise 
on the activity as the fish were very skittish, and fine 
tippets and small dry flies were required. The value 
of a float tube was proved yet again as we watched 
the bank fishermen having no success.

Two trout fishing excursions to Belfast saw us at all 
the familiar dams again, Member’s Dam in particular. 
On the first trip in June the weather was cold to say 
the least. An icy, easterly wind blew hard on both 
days making casting a virtual impossibility. The fish 
also developed lockjaw as a result of the cold front 
but perseverance paid off when, in the evening, we 
landed some good fish in the shallows, stripping an 
olive zonker quickly near the surface. On our second 
trip in August the wind not only howled but we were 
rained on as well! Mrs Richardson showed the men 
up by catching the largest fish of the trip, a 1.7 kg 
monster on an egg pattern and on her first cast of the 
week end! To add to the bad weather we very nearly 
had an accident on the highway travelling to Belfast. 
In trying to avoid a car which moved suddenly into 
the right hand lane, I swerved so sharply that the 
bearing on the trailer’s one wheel sheared off. As 
luck would have it, Calvin Mole lived not far away 
and his father very kindly lent us a trailer to continue 
on our way while he had the trailer fixed. P.B.H.S. 
parents never cease to amaze me with their goodwill 
and generosity. 

Mid-August found us at Rust de Winter Dam 
chasing the spawning largemouth bass. The spawning 
season was not yet in full swing but there were a few 
fish to be found on nests and sight fishing to these 
wary fish proved very exciting. Often one would cast 
in the same spot repeatedly without any reaction from 
a fish until eventually aggression got the better of it 
and it would smash at the lure. Coenraad Erasmus 
and JP Lombard both landed fish of 1.5 kg.

The final trip of the year was of a different kind. For a 
long time Werner Guldenpfennig has been threatening 
to share with the club his secrets of specimen angling 
for big carp. Now this is no ordinary form of fishing. 
Great care is taken in the preparation of the feed, bait 
and terminal tackle. Our destination was Buffelspoort 
Dam very close to the school farm, Maretlwane. This 
dam is renowned for its monster carp and Werner 
had done his homework on where and how to fish 
it. He even travelled out there, specially, two days 
previously to make a feeding spot. Upon arrival we set 
up our pods (those of us that had them) and took our 
lines in by canoe. This is a waiting game and wait is 
exactly what I did for two days without even a nibble! 
There were many theories shared about why the carp 
weren’t ‘carperating’ but Werner put some secret 
potion on his tigernut and the result was a beautiful 
full-scale carp of 9 kg, caught on the first night at two 
in the morning.

The club has had a core group of very keen anglers 
this year. Thank you to all of you for making the 
excursions so enjoyable. Next year we have a lot to 
look forward to under the able leadership of Werner 
Guldenpfennig as Chairman and Lloyd Hughes as 
Secretary. May 2008 be a year of tight lines.

Alex Junod
MIC

Mr Junod holding up a big blue kurper from Renosterkop dam.
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Angling Club

1. Coenraad Erasmus proudly displaying a fine 1.4 kg Rainbow trout 
caught at Belfast.

2. Mrs Richardson showing the members of the Angling Club how it’s 
done at Belfast – the fish of the trip weighed 1.7 kg.

3. Werner Guldenpfennig with an enormous fullscale carp from 
Buffelspoort dam.

4. Camping at Belfast in the dead of winter – note the large fire, 
scarves and beanies!

5. J P Lombard holding a magnificent Largemouth Bass from Rust de 
Winter dam.

6. Coenraad Erasmus and JP Lombard each holding a pair of fine bass 
from Rust de Winter dam.

1

3

5

2

4

6



The Pretorian 87

The year 2007 has been a good year for the Bridge 
Club. Meetings were, as always, loud and sometimes 
even chaotic – but also friendly and we welcomed 
anyone who arrived at the door. Membership 
continued to seesaw due to sporting and cultural 
commitments but the core of the club remained 
loyal, stalwart members.

We participated in the Inter-High in June and 
took first place for the third year in a row, due, in no 
small measure, to the commitment of our small but 
dedicated number of good players. We congratulate 
the top pair of Rijnhardt Hessel and Shaun Yu as well 
as our youngsters who played so well at this level 
for the first time. Our thanks once again go to Mrs 
Pieters and Mr Jackson of the SA Bridge Federation 
for their very able organisation of the Tournament.

During the year we enjoyed a number of very 
social Bridge afternoons with Pretoria High School 
for Girls. Each occasion proved to be great fun and is, 
I believe, one of the reasons Bridge continues to thrive 
at the school. The beginners, especially, enjoy these 
afternoons as there is no pressure to win but rather 
an emphasis on the social aspects of the game.

The School Championships were held in August 
and were hotly contested this year, a mere one point 
separating the first three pairs. Ruan and Stephan 
van Zyl, both newcomers to the club, are the new 
champions.

Full Colours were awarded to Rijnhardt Hessel and 
Shaun Yu for their unstinting loyalty and excellent 
individual play. Half Colours were awarded to Adam 
Jerrett, Neil Coetzee, Niki Kruse and Alex Wang. My 
sincere thanks to Rijnhardt, the chairman, who has 
ably and willingly led the club this year and will 
continue to do so next year.

Helene Donaldson
MIC
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Bridge Club

Front Row L–R: N Coetzee, S Yu, R Hessel (Chairman), Mrs H Donaldson (Master-in-Charge), N Kruse, S Kuisis, J Zhao.
Middle Row L–R: A Calamas, K Tran, J Cox, C Hsu, N Strydom, B Cox.

Back Row L–R: A Jerrett, A Wang, R van Zyl, Y-C Yen.

School champions Ruan and Stephan van Zyl
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Chess Club
2007 may unmistakenly be considered as THE YEAR 
OF THE COACHES! Not only did we continue to 
enjoy the skills of Mr Allen Harding, one of our 
parents, but also had the privilege of appointing Mr 
Nedjo Stevanovich as our A-team coach.

Not only does Mr Stevanovich hold the title of 
Chess Champion of many a tournament, but he is 
also the well-known coach of many National Chess 
Champions. We believe that his appointment as our 
school’s A-team coach is just an extension of his long 
history of involvement with champions.

Mr Harding has been involved with Boys High 
Chess since 2005. His ability to identify limitations 
and approach them in his own playful manner, makes 
him a respected and endeared member of the club.

We believe that not only the input of our coaches’ 
training, but their mere presence awakened in our 
boys a new quest for excellence, which is reflected in 
our successful performance in 2007: we moved from 
the tenth to the seventh position in the National Grey 
College Tournament, and we ended in the third 
position during the annual Gauteng School Sports 
District 4 Chess League. It is worthwhile to mention 
that GSS District 4 is reckoned by chess authorities 

to be one of the best chess playing districts in the 
country. Our C-team won this League. 

It is truly gratifying to be involved with our 
school’s Chess Club. Apart from observing the 
enthusiasm with which the boys participate in the 
practices, it is a sheer pleasure to watch them play 
the Junior and Senior Inter-House Chess Leagues. 
Our sincere congratulations to Arcadia House, who 
won the Junior League and Abernethy House, who 
won the Senior League.

The Chess Club also provides opportunity for 
individual skills to be challenged, the two highlights 
being the Form I Chess championship at the beginning, 
and the School Chess Championship at the end, of 
the year. Tshiamo Mogoatlhe is our Form I Chess 
Champion and, after a long and titanic battle for the 
School Championship, two winners emerged, namely 
Kyron Sales and Kenan Raubenheimer.

A hearty thanks to everyone who was involved, 
whether in a big or small manner, to make 2007 
another year of victory for PBHS Chess.

H Baptiste
MIC

Front Row L–R: C Erasmus, C Quy, K Sales (Chairman), D Janse van Vuuren (Vice Chairman), C Swan.
Back Row L–R: D Ribeiro, J Webber, J Xu, Mrs H Baptiste.
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1. One can hear the thunder of the battlefields as the best chess playing high schools of District 4 challenge each other at the Play-offs hosted at 
our Sommerville Pavilion.

2. ‘Don’t even think about it …’: Lona Ngubegusha is pulling this game off psychologically!
3. Lorenzo Negri has reason to be worried. This must have been the game against ‘Affies’!
4. The captain of our A team, Kyron Sales (middle) in action – while planning his own strategies, there is always a moment to keep a watchful eye 

on the comrades – Cao Quy (on his right) and Keenan Raubenheimer (to his left).

Chess Club

1

2

3

4
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S The 2007 debating season was one filled with success 
and we participated in the Gauteng SACEE league. 
The team comprised of three very capable matrics 
and we were placed second in the league behind 
our arch rivals, Pretoria High School for Girls. 
We achieved success against Cornwall College, St 
Albans and the Pretoria University shadow team.

One of the highlights of the 2007 debating season 
was a trip for four of our debaters to Welkom to 
participate in one of the premier tournaments in the 
country, where an added benefit was a development 
conference. PBHS was placed second out of the ten 
participating schools. Martin Coetzee came third 
overall on speaker points and Prenil Sewmohan won 
the prize for the Best Junior Speaker. The tournament 
closed with a wonderful formal dinner with keynote 
speeches by top ANC officials.

We were fortunate to have a dedicated group of 
junior boys emerging in 2007 and we expect great 
things from them. Sadly, we also had to bid farewell 
to four very accomplished and intelligent members: 
Edward Naicker (Chariman 2006), Beyers de Vos 
(Chairman 2007), Broc Rademan and Joshua van 
Schalkwyk. We thank them for their dedication and 
service to the Debating Society and wish them well 
in their future careers.

We are looking forward to great success in the 
2008 season when we celebrate our 99th year of 
existence. finally, we thank Mrs Georgiades and Mrs 
Brauer for their commitment to the society and we 
look forward to more meetings in Pollock 2.

Martin Coetzee

Front Row L–R: M Coetzee, E Naicker, B de Vos (Chairman), B Rademan, T Dawson.
Second Row L–R: Mrs L Georgiades (Coach), P Pretorius, F Raw, P Sewmohan, Mrs T Brauer (Coach).

Back Row L–R: M Leask, C van der Westhuizen, R Beckwith.
Absent: J van Schalkwyk.
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so far. There have been many fantasy war games or 
‘Warhammer’ clubs at the school, but they have been 
informal gatherings of people who already play the 
game. The present club was established three years 
ago when I was in Form 1. Since then it has seen many 
masters in charge, and many different people coming 
to play. In the beginning we had about five people who 
would come every now and again and about three 
people who were truly committed to the club. It has 
now grown to over fifteen people who regularly come 
and participate in the club’s activities. I’m confident 
the number of people will definitely increase for at 
least two more years as the oldest members of our 
club are only in Form 3 and the Form 4s and 5s have 
not had this advertised to them until now. Seeing as 
it demands a fair commitment many feel that it is too 
late or that they are too busy to take it up.

As the club get older, its resources grow and this 
enables us to do more. This year has seen us finally 
acquire the essentials to facilitate all of our gamers. 
In October we hosted our first internal tournaments, 
which were a great success and we hope to make it 
possible to hold national tournaments at Boys High 
in the future. The club has become far more formal 
and organised than when it started. It used to be a 
social get-together of anyone who wanted to play. 
Now, it is still social but people are more encouraged 
to compete and build an army. Also, now that we 
have a colours system in place, people are far more 
motivated to start playing. We also have a ranking 

system worked out which will come into operation 
next year. This will be based on how one does against 
fellow gamers at Boys High, and will also take into 
account what one achieves at national tournaments.

We have progressed a lot in the year in the way of 
national competitions. To begin with it was difficult 
to find out when and where they were taking place 
but we now have outside sources which inform us 
when something is coming up. At the beginning of 
the year it was only I who was able to go to them 
but by September, which was the final tournament 
of the year, three of our members participated. Most 
of the bridgework has been done and the outside 
world is becoming closer and closer. We are now big 
enough and organised enough to be a proper club 
and it is now possible for us to compete on a level 
with other clubs.

Also, I think that the main reason that we have 
been able to progress so quickly this year is largely 
due to our master-in-charge, Mrs Olivier who has 
been very willing to assist us administratively and 
help us to find ways around our obstacles. She is 
also our first master-in-charge who has shown an 
active interest in the club and comes to see what is 
going on regularly. Thank you very much for all that 
you have done for the club this year.

So, I think that sums up the journey from then to 
now, and I think that we can look forward to a year 
of excitement and activity in 2008.

Max Finbow

Back Row (L–R): Garron Cloete, Kyle fisher, Murray von Maltitz, Louis Buys, Max Finbow (Chairman), Matthew Lombard, 
Jonathan Kenyon, Daniel Esterhuizen

Front Row (L–R): Solal Maslo, Corné Lindeque, Cobus Jordaan
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S ‘Spartans! Prepare for Glory!’ This call could just as 
well have been heard resounding within the Port 
Elizabeth Protea Hotel, where players from around 
the world had gathered to participate in the 2007 
World Championships held in Port Elizabeth.

Mind Sports South Africa, our national body, 
acted as host to players from France, New Zealand, 
Italy and England. PBHS was well represented and 
took several medals. We are privileged in that we 
had our own member of the national team in Alexis 
Roodt who received his junior Protea Colours for 
Mind Sports. This is a great achievement and we are 
very proud of him. 

The World Championships is a massive event 
played over three days, with two games every day. 
Each game lasts three hours and finishes with a clear 
victory/defeat result or when time is called. A great 
many armies were present and great battles were 
fought. There were Early Northern Barbarians and 
Akkadians, Free Companies and Medieval Portuguese 
and others, too numerous to mention. For three days 
the contestants struggled with difficult battles every 
day and, over a friendly supper in the evenings, 
discussed winning tactics and which armies to look 
out for.

In the end, both first places were won by overseas 
competitors, but South Africans took silver medals in 
both the senior and junior sections, with our Alexis 
Roodt coming home with the silver medal!

PBHS is currently the dominant force in schools 
wargaming in South Africa. Very few schools have 
mind sports clubs, most concentrating only on chess. 
In 2006 our Erasmus Burger received his junior 
Protea Colours and played in Athens, Greece. This 
year it is Alexis Roodt. We hope to make it three in a 
row for 2008.

Mind Sports is an umbrella body that controls 
draughts/checkers, morabaraba, uMlabalaba, cyber-
games (such as PC LAN’s) and figure gaming. 
figure gaming is also known as wargaming because 
it simulates real battles with miniature figures and 

models. Most South Africans know ‘wargaming’ from 
the old army sand box models, which were simply 
sophisticated ‘games’ based on expected outcomes. 
We use dice to simulate probability and luck. There 
is a lot of information available on the internet and, 
specifically, the wikipedia has an excellent listing 
under ‘wargaming.’ You need to be quite brave to 
play, as you may face defeat at the hands of clever kids 
half your age, and lots of people are scared to compete 
in an environment where defeat means losing your 
army! At the same time, there can be no greater thrill 
than to command your table top troops in battle.

Next year PBHS celebrates ten years of wargaming 
at the school and we host both the Gauteng Schools 
Championships and the SA Schools Championships. 
We are hoping that these events will attract players 
from all over the country, including Paul Roos 
Gimnasium and St Johns in Johannesburg, to mention 
only two!

Carl Holliday

Front Row L–R: Ryan Trollip, Mduduzi Zwane, Lefa Kokong, Paul Jooste, Sibusiso Masters.
Back Row L–R: Richard Andrew, Lona Ngubegusha, Mrs J Holliday (Teacher-in-Charge), Duane Havenga, 

James Ashworth.

PBHS Wargamers at the 2007 World Championships, Port Elizabeth
(L–R): Charles Smith, President of Mind Sports South Africa, Colin 

Webster, Duane Havenga, Alexis Roodt, Junior Protea Colours, 
Bartosz Riszkowski, President of the International Wargames 

Federation, James Hamilton, Paul Jooste.

(MSSA) Mind Sports of 
South Africa
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or even a whole lifetime, trying to capture moments 
that, added together, don’t even amount to a 
couple of hours. 2007, for us, amounted to fifty-two 
breathtaking images displayed to great acclaim at 
our annual exhibition entitled ‘Wonder’, opened by 
Etienne Creux, Old Boy and senior photographer at 
the Pretoria News. But how does one capture all we 
have done this year in words? A picture is worth a 
thousand words, fifty-two would fill a book, and 
therefore a few highlights will have to suffice.

Architectural photography needs a unique approach. 
We were lucky enough to be able to do a photo shoot 
at a historical residence in Brooks street. A young lady 
friend of a photographer agreed to model for us. We 
rented dresses from the State Theatre, dating back to 
the time of the Great Gatsby and the gold rush. One 
of the boys who left his camera at home, courageously 
added to the scenery in a fetching cream number with 
lots of lace and ribbons! This photo shoot produced 
some very interesting and unusual photos.

Stained glass windows and the beautiful light and 
shadows effects associated with them are amongst the 
most complex subjects in photography. The cathedral 
in Bosman Street with its hushed silences and coloured 
shadows offered us the opportunity to try and capture 
this close-to-impossible subject. The photos were not 
bad, ok, they were bad but with more practice and 
experience the impossible may become possible.

We are fortunate enough to have the beautifully 
overhauled Loch ‘in our own backyard’ and we 
spent quite a number of afternoons there taking 
photos of the fauna (doing bottoms up) and flora. 
We also photographed some of the variety of bird 
species found in the Austin Roberts Bird Park. We 
painted with light, used glass and shadows, froze 
water in time with super fast shutter speeds and 
tried macro photography. Then there was the road 
trip to the Kalahari. (Read the full story.)

We also had the opportunity to learn from several 
masters in the world of photography. Roger Wells, a 
well known photographer and one of the Photographic 
Society of Southern Africa’s accredited judges, 
‘enlightened’ us with a talk on the use of light. At the 
end of his talk he kindly agreed to judge the boys’ 
photos on PSSA standards. The topic for the month 
was ‘Death’. Not an easy topic but the boys, as usual, 
came up with some awesome ideas. William Yates’ 
photo entitled ‘Faith’ (a wooden cross hanging in a 
noose) was awarded platinum and Ruben Bakker’s 
photo, entitled ‘Missing’, (an old-style family photo 
next to a burning candle with one of the figures cut 
out) was highly praised.

Basil Koufos, a Boys High Old Boy who recently 
completed his Master’s Degree in Photography at 
the Tshwane University of Technology, was, without 

doubt, one of the most inspiring speakers we had. He 
is a professional photographer, photographic lecturer, 
winner of several prestigious prizes, featured in a 
number of magazines and the embodiment of the 
‘hard-core’ photographer. He prefers using film, uses 
a Hasselblad camera, and his Masters thesis focused 
on grainy effects in black and white photography. 
One of his favourite subjects is Rock bands. Stage 
photography is a challenge, to say the least (many 
photographers would use the word nightmare) and 
the fact that this is his subject of choice attests not 
only to his ability but also to his attitude. His talks 
held us spellbound and his assessment of the boys’ 
photos was instructive. We hope to be able to learn 
more from Basil in 2008.

David Goldblatt, is, without doubt, South Africa’s 
best known photographer: winner of the prestigious 
international Hasselblad foundation prize in 2006, 
author of several best seller photographic books, 
exhibited across the world, and – unknown to many 
– for a time, a Boys High boy. Sadly he left the school 
after a short while due to the amount of anti-Semitism 
he experienced here and went on to discover his 
love for photography at Krugersdorp High School. 
A book of his, ‘Afrikaners Photographed’, published 
in the seventies and very badly received at the time, 
recently sold for R6 000.

This child of the time of the ‘dry white season’ 
of South African politics has been taking photos for 
more than fifty years, and sharing an afternoon with 
him was a once in a lifetime experience. His work 
is a life long observation of the social and political 
developments within South African society, done with 
great affection and skill. He explores the relationship 
between individual subjects and the structures within 
which they live. His latest essay being ‘Intersections’, 
is not just about places but the intersections of people 
and their cultures in the post-apartheid era.

His interest in the violent history of our country, 
and his awareness of the symbolic significance of 
architecture, form an extraordinary statement both 
personal and socio-political. Photography, in his 
own words, reveals ‘something of the subtlety and 
ambiguity of our shifting and frequently contradictory 
perceptions of reality’. There is a little ambiguity in 
his own shift from black and white photography to 
colour after 1994.

Photography and the subjects he chooses came alive 
as he shared the stories behind some of the photos he 
took, the impression the scenes made on him and the 
emotion he managed to capture – dark morning bus 
rides, a harrowing trip down a mine shaft hanging 
onto the rim of a huge bucket, and the resulting 
photo almost gothic, the adrenaline, fear and activity 
captured in a perfect moment. He brought a backpack 
with him that you’d expect to see on the backs of those 
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and a tripod that looked as if it could support a small 
ICBM. The backpack contained the view camera he 
uses, built by a friend of his, the bellows made from 
the fabric used for wet suits. ‘Normal cameras just 
don’t last with me,’ he said. He refers to a Hasselblad 
as a ‘very expensive box camera,’ and goes on to tell us 
another story involving him, his camera, the monster 
tripod, and a bungee jumper. With him it seems as if 
passion is not enough.

Our most ambitious project this year was the 
publication of a photographic calendar featuring 

some of our best photos. Out heartfelt thanks go out 
to all the people involved, not only in the calendar 
but also the exhibition and Kalahari trip, and all the 
photographers not mentioned here, for sharing their 
time and knowledge with us. The end of the year also 
brought about the end of the school careers of our 
chairman of 2006 and 2007, Jared Burchell and vice 
chairman, Garreth Barclay. Both their future plans 
include photography and we wish them countless 
perfect memories.

Corna Olivier

Front (left to right): Gareth Barclay (vice chairman), Mrs Corna Olivier, Jared Burchel (chairman)
Back (left to right): James Gerber, Hugo Dreyer, William Yates, Ruben Bakker, Tyron Hopf
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T Hopf

J Burdell

William Yates
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SCA
2007 was a surprising year. After the success of 
2006 with over 20 matrics in the boarder SCA and 
enthusiasm we did not have for quite a few years, 
we wondered how the SCA would shape in 2007. But 
thanks to God, this year has been very satisfying. 

Boarder SCA is always attended by a steady 
group of about 50 boys (whether they are escaping 
from prep time in the hostel, we will never know!). 
We have been blessed this year with regular visits by 
Mr. Peter Grobler who shared so many interesting 
and inspiring stories from his many years in the 
ministry. His love for Christ and his desire that 
young men would meet Him, kept him coming 
again and again to share with both boarders and day 
boys. Unfortunately Mr. Grobler left Boys High at 
the end of the third term to take up a pastoral post in 
the Cape. Although we surely do miss him, we trust 
that he will be an effective and successful pastor in 
the church to which he has been called.

Day Boy SCA started off rather timidly, but as 
the year progressed, we saw a steady increase in 

attendance. With very few matrics in the group, the 
Day Boys have been led by eager Form 4’s. Joshua 
de Kiewiet, with the help of Central Baptist Church, 
organized a most successful evening for the school 
by inviting The Silver Ring Thing to come and do 
their presentation for us. The hall was packed with 
SCA/ACSV friends from all 4 schools around the 
railway line. The message of abstinence till marriage 
challenged us all and so many young people made 
a commitment to give their lives to Jesus and to 
trust Him to assist them in their resolve to keep 
themselves pure till marriage.

The SCA has a vital role to play in our school, as it 
gives boys the opportunity to also take care of their 
spiritual needs. We are grateful for the openness in 
this school towards spiritual matters, and we trust 
that the SCA will grow even more in the years to 
come.

Andre Steyn
MIC

Students Christian Association

Front Row L–R: M Bailey, N van Biljon, R Shaw (Boarder Chairman), J A Steyn (M.I.C), G Nel, J de Kiewit (Dayboy Chairman), 
B Harley, B Jardine.

Middle Row L–R: G Le Vagna, S Carnie, G Mackenzie, G Segabutle, W Kraak, C Cilliers, M Graham, R Kingon.
Back Row L–R: R Strange, J Leppan, M van Straten, W Rich, G Mackenzie, G von Bergh.
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during the first term due to a lot of sporting activities.
In the second term we got back on track with a 

spokesperson from the UN who discussed the UN 
and what the association stands for and aims to strive 
for. We also had a spokesperson who discussed the 
rights of gays and lesbians, as well as a spokesperson 
who discussed the death penalty in America and 
why/why not South Africa should bring back the 
death penalty. This led to a huge debate among our 
members.

In the third term the ‘Unlock your world’ workshop 
was once again a huge success. Schools from the 
surrounding areas were invited and given relevant 
topics such as crime in South Africa, abortion and 

the death penalty to debate upon. It was here where 
we introduced the idea of schools fighting together 
against crime. The first idea was to report crime by 
using a specific number that one can sms. The SNIA 
will keep schools posted on this idea.

On some Friday afternoons we watched relevant 
DVDs such as ‘An inconvenient truth’ and had 
discussions afterwards about the effect of global 
warming and what we can do to prevent it.

The SNIA are planning a lot more excursions 
during 2008.

We would like to thank Ms van Zyl and Ms 
Schoeman for their organisation and time.

Milan Bhana

Society of National and International Affairs

Front Row L–R: P Beckwith (Vice Chairman), Miss E Schoeman, T Govender (Chairman).
Back Row L–R: N Ali, R Visser, M Bhana (Secretary), S Masters.
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VHYL Presenting stationery to the RCL Zamintuthuku Primary

‘Sandar tun aya hai, kabhi dhoop, kabhi chaya hai, ek 
din ose jaana hai, jhobi yaha aya hai’ – We come into 
this world, some days are bright and sunny, some 
days are dark with clouds, but one day we must leave, 
and we take not the materials we have gained, but the 
actions that we’ve performed during our time.

It brings tears to our eyes, and we get lumps in 
our throats when we think of the great loss that the 
Vedic Hindu Youth League will experience this 
year, four years into its existence. On 20 September 
2007, the VHYL will bid farewell to five of its seven 
founding members as we leave and take the great 
step into the next phase of our educational lives. 
This is one step that, especially for me, will be hard 
to take, knowing that we leave behind a grand 
legacy that, during its time, has served not only the 
students of Pretoria Boys High School, but also the 
lesser fortunate community in Pretoria.

We will see a great transition as an entirely new 
management takes over the reins of an organisation 
that was in the hands of those who created the VHYL.

As the majority of the executive members of the 
VHYL were in Matric, the activities were mainly 
convened by Ms van Zyl, our Master in Charge, Anil 
Pillai, President and Raymond Malatji, Secretary.

In February, Ms van Zyl organised a trip to the 
Pretoria Cultural Museum that had an exhibition 
on Iranian Art and Culture. This was an eventful 
experience that fell in line with our 2008 syllabus on 
Hinduism, and many of the members learnt a great 
deal, not only about Iranian culture, but many other 
cultures as well.

The members once again donated fruit and 
vegetables to the children of Zamintuthuku Primary 
School in Mamelodi, under the Principalship of Mrs 
Alice Ntoko, whom the VHYL has been assisting 
over the past three years. Zamintuthuku is a new 
school that the VHYL was introduced to, and after 
a walkabout led by Mrs Ntoko, the VHYL, under 

the guidance of Ms van Zyl, pledged our hand in 
assisting in the upliftment of the school and its extra-
mural activities. In the first school term of 2008, the 
VHYL will hold a day of tree planting at the school, 
together with the involvement of some of their 
students. As we did with Emasengwenu Primary 
School, the VHYL hopes to make a difference in the 
life of the school, and in the luives of the children.

This year, as in previous years, the VHYL donated 
R500 towards the RCL and their charitable activities, 
as well as some money to the Social Outreach Society, 
under the guidance of Mrs Vlag. We would like 
to pay tribute to Mrs H Donaldson, Head of RCL, 
for all her assistance, advice and donations from 
the RCL in our Feeding Schemes. May God bless 
you and your RCL representatives with peace and 
happiness. Thank you.

On 25 August 2007, members of the VHYL were 
invited to attend a major religious gathering in 
Fourways, Johannesburg, by Mr Madhan Ramkelowan, 
someone with whom the VHYL has had many 
associations and who is part of the Gauteng Arya 
Samaj. Bhaijee Ramkelowan had invited two members 
to speak at the gathering and Anil Pillai, President and 
Raymond Malatji, Secretary were elected to perform 
these tasks. Anil spoke of Symbolism in Hinduism, and 
Raymond spoke on Hinduism and Youth in the 21st 
Century. We would like to take this opportunity and 
thank Mr Pillay, father of Dinolyn Pillay, a member 
of the VHYL, for accompanying our members to this 
gathering. May God bless you. 

Following the gathering, the VHYL embarked 
on a scheme that highlighted Hunger, Poverty and 
War. A slide show was presented in an Assembly at 
school, in which peace was promoted. Together with 
Ryan Janse van Rensburg, Chairman of the Students’ 
Christian Association, a 2008 vision was proposed 
to the students of Pretoria Boys High School which 
aimed at merging the charity societies and creating 
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a feeding scheme on a large scale, on a similar basis 
of that of the VHYL.

This year has proved fruitful and eventful, fulfilling 
the aims and objectives of the constitution of the 
Vedic Hindu Youth League, and the Ten Principles 
of the Arya Samaj.

During our Annual General Meeting, the following 
members have been elected as the Executive Committee 
for the Vedic Hindu Youth League 2008:
President: Anil Pillai
Vice President: Milan Bhana
Secretary and Spokesperson: Raymond Malatji
Treasurer: Milan Bhana

The following achieved Service Colours for the 2007 
year for their hard work and dedication to the VHYL 
and its cause.
Raymond Malatji (Half Colours)
Savaal Singh (Full Colours)

Congratulations to them and ma Paramathma bless 
them and give them peace and strength to continue 
the good work of the League and uphold both its 

Constitution and the Ten Principles of the Arya Samaj.
Last but not least, I would like to pay tribute to my 

fellow founding members, my brothers, who will be 
leaving the VHYL at the end of the year. I can never, 
in a thousand years, thank you enough for all that 
you have done to make a difference in the lives of 
many people. You were there for the League through 
thick and thin. You fought for our rights and stood 
for the truth. I salute you! You have done us and 
Paramathma proud. God bless you and keep you 
well and safe wherever you may be. Whilst you may 
be gone for now, the time will come when the VHYL 
will once again raise the call for you to return and 
broaden its horizons, the horizons of an organisation 
that you created, out of live, out of compassion.

Till we meet again, God bless you.

Savaal Singh
President

Retiring members: Savaal Singh, Gohulan Gopalraj, 
Ketan Bhana, Teboho Radebe, Jonathan Knudsen-
Adams

Vedic Hindu Youth League

Front Row L–R: J Knudsen-Adams (Vice-President), R Malatji (Secretary), A Pillai (President), M Bhana (Treasurer), T Radebe (Vice-President).
Back Row L–R: G Gopalraj, D Pillay, K Bhana, S Singh (National President), C Chirapurathu, T Honeyford.
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year with the boys doing courses such as Junior 
‘Veldwagters’, bird recognition and tree identification. 
The rehabilitation of wild Eagle Owls that were 
captured due to injuries saw another four owls released 
into the wild on the school grounds. In the future they 
want to give the school owl chicks to feed and then 
release at a later stage. The owls have been spotted at 
night and, one sitting on the roof, woke Mr Franken.

The trips to the university continued and we visited 
various departments and learnt a lot about nature.

We would like to thank Mr Philip Loots for his two 
years of involvement and for giving so willingly of 
his time. We wish him all the best in Bloemfontein.

Piero Botha
MIC
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The future
As she disembarked, they handed her an oxygen pack. 
With practised dexterity she quickly manipulated 
it onto her back, and adjusted the mouth piece. 
She breathed normally, and the sterilised taste of 
contained air fi lled her mouth, fl ooding into her 
deprived ’n lungs.

As a little girl she had always had to concentrate 
on breathing in through the mouth and out through 
the nose when operating these oxygen tanks, and on 
several occasions she had been rushed to hospital 
because she had taken in contaminated air. Her 
lungs had been cleaned, and she had been given an 
anti-toxin. She had been lucky. Now, only a decade 
later, one heard of children who made that fatal 
mistake almost daily. In the cities chances were that 
one would die before one could get to a hospital.

They had said it would get better. It hadn’t.
She left the airport building quickly. All around 

her people were leaving, things were shutting down. 
Offi cials busied themselves with ushering people 
out. Again, she had been lucky. She had been one of 
the last. She had been able to afford to return home. 
A month earlier, they had announced it. The fuel had 
fi nally run out. The last fl ight to London would leave 
from Washington. It was over. Airport companies and 
airlines all over the world had started disassembling 
and closing down. Images of gigantic mountains of 
blazing aeroplane skeletons dominated the news. 
Millions went jobless. Economies crashed.

But she was one of the lucky ones.
Above her, in the murky London sky, she could 

hear, if not see, the machines – the carbon dioxide 
extractors. They were everywhere now, except in 
the poorest areas, where people were dying by the 
minute. Every time her shoe clacked harshly on 
the grey concrete, someone somewhere died. There 
were places which were completely deprived of 
oxygen, of water, of life. As if it were reading her 
mind, blackness overpowered her. She wobbled. 
She sighed, and steadied herself. Without panic she 
dragged herself to one of the booths lining the street. 
She quickly refi lled her tank. On the wall in front of 
her that day’s newspaper headlines blared:

LAST REFUGEES FLEE AFRICA

BRITISH TROOPS WITHDRAW

WHY WON’T IT RAIN?

As the oxygen fl owed, and her breathing stabilised, 
a little girl stumbled into the booth, about to faint. 
She helped the child to the refi ll station. ‘It’s ok, little 
one. There is still some left.’

She left the child to fi ll her own tank, and hurried 
away. In the deserted street, a single car drove slowly 
by. Only the rich could afford those now. Only the 
very rich.

In the distance she could see her destination, the 
Park. The green tree tops contrasted starkly with the 
brown air, and the grey city. Those were some of the 
only trees left now.

At the gate, the uniformed offi cial smiled and 
took her card. Next to the date he stamped it, and 
then frowned. ‘I am sorry ma’am, but you missed 
your visit to the Park yesterday.’ His face was 
questioning.

‘I did,’ she said. ‘I was in Washington. I didn’t 
have time.’

‘I am sorry ma’am, but the visits are mandatory. I 
am afraid I am going to have to fi ne you.’ He smiled 
apologetically, while he wrote out her ticket. ‘Please 
pay within seven days.’ He waved her through. 
’next!’

She walked into the glass-domed sanctuary. Most 
major cities had them, these relatively small Parks, 
where nature still survived, where every person was 
required to go every day. London had four of these 
pockets of distinctive paradise.

She took the oxygen mask off, and took in 
the (almost) fresh air. It was so tranquil, so clean 
compared with the Outside. This was the only place 
where plants survived. 

This, and the Great Farm, which fed the world, or 
what was left of it.

In this place, it was almost possible to forget, 
to push the ever present regrets aside. The regrets 
which everyone had.

If only they had listened then. If only they had 
listened, she thought.

Beyers de Vos (Form 5)
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The cello player
Above the fi re place
In our home
Is the portrait
Of a lonely man.

His back is to you,
His face obscured,
He plays the cello,
His manner assured.

In the pencil lines
Of a simple chair
He makes you wonder
What he’s doing there.

Is he sad
Or is he pleased?
Has the music started
Or has it ceased?

Why does he sit
In a hiding pose?
Why was he sketched,
Why was he froze

In time unending
To taunt me so,
To sit and laugh
As he plays the cello.

Beyers de Vos (Form 5)

Rain
You waited for the turning sky
to breathe its scarlet breath and die
like waves of slow, reclining gold
accept the harvest. The jaded old
have thought that on deaf ears do fall
their hints of passing; and I, the green,
revere the acceptance that most of all
through precipitating eyes I’ve seen.
Alike, the weathered chariot stands
aside, while the earth with barren hands
embraces the spill of your showering shells
and luminous whips that raiseth hell.

You trickle and leak, but lament with your sound
that which you withhold, lest everything drowns.

Barry-Jay van Wyk (Form 4)
(This poem was awarded fi rst prize in the senior poetry 
category of the S.A.C.E.E. Pretoria Branch writing 
competition.)

Friendship’s fl ight
Your friendships are a dreamer’s dream
Where you can laugh and play,
A place where you’re the king of kings
And can shut yourself away.

You weave a place where you can win,
Where life’s a shadow’s ghost,
Where nothing can accuse you
And you can hide the truth, almost.

But when the fact is free to fl y,
Then it will fl y away
And fi nd you in your sheltered cove
Where you hide away.

Then you run, because you’ve lost;
Your crown has been usurped.
You break your life, and shun your dream
Because the truth has hurt.

Beware the fl ight of friendship,
Beware, it leaves you only
For pushing all your friends aside
Because they dared to wake you.

Beyers de Vos (Form 5)

I stowed my dreams
I stowed my dreams 
A hundred miles from anyone,
In a box the colour of heartache
And buried it deep beneath the earth.
I’ve hidden my hopes
In the branches of a black maze;
There they shall stay, entangled.
I’ve stored my life on a high shelf,
Neatly put away, labelled and gathering dust.
There it lies waiting,
Waiting for my fears to die.

Beyers de Vos (Form 5)

Haiku
Small delicate egg
shattered by its dizzy fall –
yolk spread all around.

Michael Schumann (Form 1)

Camoufl aged tiger –
awesome power waits to pounce;
danger, majesty.

Kyle Wilson (Form 1)
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A shared vision
One of the things I really enjoy doing is going to the 
movies or watching a good DVD. Whilst relaxing 
during the recent school holidays, I watched a DVD 
called ‘The Gladiator’ – for the fi fth or sixth time, I 
might add – it starred Russell Crowe as a Roman 
general called Maximus. Maximus is forced to 
become a gladiator and eventually dies in the arena.

It reminded me of another movie based on a true 
story about a slave who is also forced to become a 
gladiator and then leads a revolt against the mighty 
Roman Empire. His name was Spartacus and he led an 
uprising of slaves against the Roman Empire in 71 BC.

The slave army defeated the Roman legions in 
two great battles but after a long and hard fought 
siege, they were fi nally conquered. The thousand 
odd survivors were taken prisoner and the Roman 
general – Marcus Crassus was his name – addressed 
the slave army of Spartacus. He said this to them:
‘You have been slaves. You will be slaves again. Your 
rightful punishment for revolting against the Roman 
Empire is death by crucifi xion. I will, however, be merciful 
and spare your lives if you hand over the slave called 
Spartacus. We do not know him by sight.’

There was a long pause and a deathly silence and 
then, to save the lives of his friends, Spartacus stood 
up and said, ‘I am Spartacus’. He had no sooner done 
this than the man next to him stood up shouting, ‘I 
am Spartacus!’ Another man stood up shouting ‘I am 
Spartacus!’ Within a minute all the slaves had stood 
up proclaiming to be Spartacus.

General Marcus Crassus ordered his men to 
crucify all the slaves – hundreds of crosses decorate 
the famed Appian Way – and by standing up, each 
of the slaves chose death.

This story demonstrates a deep truth. The loyalty 
of the slave army of Spartacus was not to Spartacus 
the man but to the shared vision that Spartacus had 
inspired in them. The shared vision was that they 
could become free men. It was so compelling that no 
man could bear to give it up and return to slavery.

Shared vision is not an idea – it is not even as 
important a concept as freedom – it is rather a force

in peoples’ hearts, a force of impressive power.
At its simplest level, a shared vision is the answer 

to the question ’What do we want to create?’ Shared 
vision starts with personal vision.

I never really had a good grasp of the concept of 
shared vision and although in my family context it 
seemed to crystallise in what my parents saw for us 
as a family, the concept remained vague.

It is only after four and a half years at Boys High 
that I really begin to understand what it is to have 
a shared vision and how powerful it can be. For our 
school, it means a sense of commonality that gives 
coherence to our activities and brings us together. It 
is a common caring for each other, our families and 
school.

I realise now that it was in Form One where the 
prefects and matrics began to create a shared vision 
of what the school was all about. This was reinforced 
over the next few years and now as a senior it is a 
matter of pride to continue the vision that has been 
kept alive for the past 100 years.

Visions are exhilarating, they create spark: 
the excitement that lifts an individual out of the 
mundane. It manifests itself amongst the spectators 
at a school rugby game – it is witnessed by the 
passion in the rendering of the school song. A vision 
is truly shared when you and I have a similar picture 
in our minds and are committed to one another 
having it. Shared visions derive their power from a 
common caring.

Proof of this was last year at the annual reunions 
of the Old Boys where men who had been at school 
forty years ago still put their hands on their hearts 
and confi rmed ‘’tis here we learned to live’.

The ethos of this school is maintained in a one 
hundred year old shared vision and, like our story 
of Spartacus, it is not about certain teachers, famous 
ex-pupils, the buildings, the sport, the culture, the 
Affi es rugby game or wearing the candies, it is about 
the heart, it is about ‘’Tis here we learn to live’.

Graeme da Silva (Form 5)
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Sunday sunshine
For me Sundays were always my favourite days. We 
used to have a feast of a meal early in the afternoon, 
but the best part of a Sunday was the late afternoon 
visit to my grandparents’ fl at in Sunnyside. They 
lived in a thirty-two storey brown brick building. 
The upper fl oors were an old age home and they 
lived on the twenty-ninth fl oor.

The visit would start with a race between my 
brother and me to the letter boxes in the building’s 
large air-conditioned lobby. We would take my 
grandmother’s mail for her and then run to the lift 
and wait for the rest of the family. The pale browns 
of the lift were slightly depressing but as the doors 
opened on the twenty-ninth fl oor, the lift would be 
fl ooded in a warm, yellow glow of the setting sun, 
shining through the west-facing windows.

My grandparents had a rich brown door and I 
would race to be the fi rst to ring their doorbell. As 
the chimes played from a touch of a fi nger, I would 
hear a shuffl ing of slippered feet from behind the 
door. I would be hit by the sweet fragrance of my 
grandmother’s favourite scent and her wide smile 
beaming at me from her wrinkled face. She would 
bend down and kiss me and I would tumble inside 
to give my grandfather a hug.

My grandfather used to be a very clever scientist 
in his day but in his old age he was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease. He always smelled of musky 
aftershave. When I gave him a hug, he would smile 
weakly but soon his body would be gripped by 
shivers and he would frown to regain control.

My grandmother had the best balcony in the 
world. It was twenty-nine fl oors up but looked like 
a tropical forest. In summer it would smell like a 
fl orist shop when all the fl owers came into bloom. 
My brother and I would have a spitting competition 
from the balcony to see whose spit landed fi rst. My 
grandmother would bring us sweet orange juice and 
ginger biscuits to keep us busy.

My grandparents passed away one after the other 
in a short span of time while we were on holiday. 
When we returned home we went to their fl at to 
collect all their belongings. I remember that it felt 
so empty without the smell of roses – now replaced 
by a musty smell of dust settling on the furniture. 
How sad those wilted fl owers looked there on the 
balcony.

Daniël Fourie (Form 5)

From behind my terror
It was a typical Thursday night for my family and 
me. My brothers and I went to bed at half past 
eight, excited about the fact that the weekend was 
approaching. My parents watched television until 
eleven o’clock then they went to bed.

In the early hours of Friday morning I was woken 
by a noise from the kitchen which was opposite my 
room. At fi rst I thought that it was one of my family 
members who had come to fetch a glass or mug but 
I soon realised that there was a large man standing 
in the middle of the kitchen.

I had never seen him before. I was shocked when 
he was joined by another man who came through 
the window into the kitchen. Even I would have 
struggled to get through that window and I was only 
nine years old. I did not know what to do. Another 
man joined the fi rst two in the room. It suddenly 
struck me. They had broken into our house.

I felt the effect of an electric eel. I started shaking 
in fear. The only thing that calmed me down was the 
fact that they had not seen me. I lay very still in my 
bed, not knowing what to do. If I screamed they and 
my family would hear me. If I did not scream my 
silence could lead to even worse problems. When a 
fourth man joined them, I knew that I would not be 
able to do anything, even with my precious cricket 
bat, which was next to my bed. Nor would my 
father.

So I decided to keep still. I watched the horror 
occurring. Once they had cleaned out the kitchen, 
the television room and the living room, two men 
made their way down the passage to my parents’ 
room. I closed my eyes again.

Suddenly I heard my mother yell with the loudest 
scream that I have ever heard – and in a split second 
the two men came fl ying past my room making their 
way to the front door which my father had locked 
before going to bed, putting the keys in the cupboard 
next to his bed. It was clear that the two men had 
nowhere to go.

When I think back to that night, the biggest mystery 
was how they got away through the locked front 
door. I cannot imagine what might have happened if 
they had been unable to escape. Would I have been 
here to tell the story today? I often have fl ash-backs 
to that night - which could have been my last - the 
night I saw everything from behind my terror.

Dylan van Niekerk (Form 5)
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Money
I am going to be unimaginably rich. Rich beyond my 
wildest dreams. I dream of being so rich that I need 
not worry about how I will be able to put food on the 
table, or pay my rent.

With my riches, I will concentrate on one thing. 
Cars! I will buy as many cars as I can get my hands 
on, supercars in particular. The fl oors of my garages 
will be fi lled with cars bearing the names Ferrari, 
Porsche, Pagani, Lamborghini, Bugatti and many 
other exotic marques. I am passionate about cars 
and I will use my money to fuel my desire for these 
beautiful machines.

I can think of nothing greater than sliding into the 
bucket seat of my jet-black Lamborghini Murcielago 
LP640 Roadster, pulling closed the scissor door, 
fl icking on the ignition switch and turning the key. 
Almost instantly the monstrous 6.5 litre, 477 kilowatt 
V12 engine bursts angrily into life as my right foot 
provokes the beast lying only a few centimetres 
behind my head. I then drive, or rather, fl y down to 
the local café on a cacophony of growling, snarling, 
often screaming sounds emanating from the massive 
exhaust pipe of my dark, menacing chariot, all the 
while attracting wide-eyed stares from passers-by 
and other motorists as they admire, or envy, me and 
my beautiful machine.

What drives me crazy about cars are the ways in 
which they stimulate, and often assault, the senses. 
In a supercar, for example, while just driving about 
town, I can feel every bump in the road through 
the steering wheel, I can hear the powerful engine 
rumbling away behind me, just waiting for me to

fl oor the loud pedal and release all those horses 
from that confi ned engine bay. I speed things up a 
little and I feel myself being pushed back into the 
hard seats as the car hurtles towards the horizon and 
tunnel vision starts setting in as the speedometer 
needle races across the face of the dial. I turn a 
corner and the g-forces threaten to tear my face off 
as the car sticks to the road and batters my body to 
the sides of the bucket seats. I fl oor the accelerator 
pedal from a standstill and hear the squealing tyres 
struggle for grip as the familiar smelling tyre-smoke 
fi lls the cabin.

This is what I am addicted to, the feelings that a 
supercar allows me to feel, and the emotions that it 
brings out in me.

Along with the collection of supercars and hordes 
of money, I will have the obligatory mansion on 
Waterkloof Ridge with all the bells and whistles, 
along with a few holiday homes around the world, 
in St Tropez, Monaco and Lake Como, to name a 
few.

Being able to share my wealth and experiences 
with my friends, whose company I so enjoy, will be 
another dream come true. I can’t imagine having to 
live life alone without friends to share things with.
Hopefully, with a lot of hard work and perseverance, 
my dream will come true. It is always good to keep 
an end goal in sight, but I can’t let my dreams keep 
me from achieving them. It does not do one any 
good to dwell only on dreams.

Matthew Linley (Form 5)
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On-line junkie
‘Hey guys, what we doing this weekend?’ My skilled 
fi ngers type these words time and again. When they 
answer my reply is always the same. ‘Oh, man, I 
can’t make it. Something came up.’ I know they 
won’t go because they share my disease. We are 
Internet addicts.

That’s right, an Internet addict. You laugh and 
shake your head. How could anyone be that sad? 
Wasting his life in front of a screen?

What you don’t understand is my place in the 
revolution. Online we called it Web 2.0; now we meet 
and we mix, and we chat and change. We’re always 
out there, hiding our names, always changing and 
never the same.

I log onto ‘Myspace’ to check on my friends. I 
have hundreds you know. Ah! One of them has sent 
me a message. I dash off a reply before writing my 
blog. Here I share everything, my deep thoughts 
and desires. You can share my life with me.

OK, I admit the blog is mostly lies; it’s like a great 
story – my ideal life. When I think of myself I know 
the truth. I hate people, yet love them. I hate talking, 
yet love it. If you spoke to me in person you’d think I 
was strange, barely forming the words and stuttering 
like an old car. On the net I am free; the words fl ow 
through my fi ngers instead of my lips. 

Here I am eloquent, poetic, and more importantly, 
anonymous.

I’m like a sponge for information. I can’t live 
without my daily news stories and I have an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of all things computer-
related. I know so much but have seen so little sitting 
here in my basement in my own little world – you 
could say the screen is my only window which is not 
strictly true; this machine runs linux, you see.

‘Why don’t you get a life?’ I hear you say. Ah! 
Easier said than done. What can I do about my fl our 
white skin. If I sat in the sun I would surely roast!
You see how it happens – all the excuses fl ow, 
every one of them pushing me a little deeper into 
my addiction. I’ll never stop typing or learning. I 
just pretend to believe all the lies that I hear coming 
from the rest of my online compatriots. Their stories 
sound hollow, just like my own.

The internet is a haven of hope for social outcasts 
like me. Here tone is distorted and everyone is false, 
yet we believe the lies, to feel part of something 
important and needed. Perhaps we are part of 
something – a greater revolution towards a brighter 
future. That’s what I choose to believe at least.

Glenn Guthrie (Form 5)C
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Cancer
I remember the day when life and death met in the 
same room. It was consuming you, sucking on you 
like a powerful vacuum, ingesting your life.

You were in your bed. You had been in your bed 
for at least three and a half months. It was as if your 
life was decomposing and today was the last stage 
of the process. You looked at me. It was as if you 
wanted to tell me that something was bothering 
you, but you were not allowed to let me know what 
it was. You looked scared. How could I blame you? 
But somehow you found a way to smile.

You were sweating, your sheets were soaked with 
liquid fear. You told us that you were all right, but 
you were not. We spoke to you one by one and you 
tried to reassure us that you were going to be well. 
You even made a joke or two, trying to make us feel 
better when you were the one who was sick. You 
told everyone of us a different story, and everyone 
came out of the room more amazed than the others.

I was nervous, worried about what you were going 
to tell me. It was my turn to talk to you.

I sat on the chair next to your bed. I was overwhelmed 
with sadness and then you spoke. Your voice was 
different. You sounded younger. It was almost as if in 
your last moments you were a young man again. Your 
words brought life, although you were almost dead. 
What you told me was not a story – it was something 
I could not explain. The whole family walked into the 
room while I was sitting there.

I could sense the shock and taste the tears in the 
air. How could such a great person leave the world? 
A silence crept into the room like wind seeping 
through a cracked wall. Then you said something 
that changed my life. It was the last but greatest 
thing you said to me. You said, ‘I am what I am – 
moulded by my memories into the shape you see 
before you. My boy, make your shape a sculpture.’
Costa Petrou (Form 4)

Craig Plaatjes
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Suburban Prisons
As we stand idly by in our suburban prisons,
The bars of society keep us safe in our cells.
How much longer this epidemic will last, only time will tell …
We watch from our safe cages as the bloodbath unfolds 
on the streets
But for the men at the top, I spare no grief
Because we read between the lies,
And there’s another casualty with every blink of an eye;
But broken promises mean nothing to us who fear the most.
Wake the unsuspecting guards who fall asleep at their post.

And just for the sake of trying, we’ll ask once more,
But they just shout down to us, ‘What are you asking for?’
So get down from that high horse and answer to the ones
Who put you on that pedestal, made you what you’ve become,
Because they are the ones who suffer, they are the ones who bleed,
While this evil crawls out calmly through our streets;
But this is not what life is supposed to be;
We tremble behind our face brick walls while the scum walk free.

And now we live our lives with each breath choked by fear.
The streetlights slowly fade into shadow with each and every year,
And still these hi-jackers of humanity, spokesmen for brutality,
March forth on the advance into the heart of our nation,
While the walls of parliament still ring rife
with innocent procrastination;
But we shall take the law into our own hands,
because these men must pay,
And with the arrival of that one fi ne day,
I hope they hang them all up high
So we’ll all sleep safe in our prisons at night.

Anton Scholtz (Form 4)
(This poem received Special Mention in the senior poetry category 
of the S.A.C.E.E Pretoria Branch writing competition.)
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One-sided love
Your perfect form and fi gure were designed by the 
best, your exquisite beauty shines through from 
every angle. You have fl awless skin which glows 
with beauty on even the darkest night. Your features 
make you instantly recognizable and you always 
stand out in a crowd. In this concrete jungle, you are 
the bright red fl ower growing out of the pavement. 
In a world of normal and average, you rise above 
everything else and perform in the only way you 
know how – brilliantly.

People take notice as you glide by. You have the 
ability to slow, and even stop, time as you make your 
way past. Many people are excited to see something 
so beautiful and they wave and shout while trying 
to get a picture of you before you move out of sight. 
Others simply stop and stare, completely hypnotised 
by your presence and beauty. They say nothing, 
they simply watch, trying to take it all in and 
comprehend what they have just seen. These people 
envy me for having something as beautiful as you in 
my life, hoping and dreaming of one day having the 
privilege of being in a similar position to me.

The way in which you behave leaves me speechless. 
You are smooth, loving and forgiving when I treat 
you with care, but you are never afraid to show your 
aggressive and unforgiving side if I so much as set a 
foot wrong. I love you because this keeps me on my 
toes, knowing that I constantly have to watch you 
for any signs of a changing mood.

Your sweet voice drives me crazy, it ranges from 
a soft, delicate purr when you are feeling relaxed 
and lazy, to a loud, visceral shriek, which instantly 
covers my body in goosebumps when I provoke 
you. I love how you squeeze me tightly and hold 
me close, all the time. I love how you stand up to me 
and fi ght back when I try to push my luck. I know 
you inside and out, I know what you are capable of 
and I love pushing you to your limits.

I love you to pieces and I wouldn’t give you up 
for anything. I swear never to leave you, I couldn’t 
imagine life without you. You become more and 
more beautiful as the years go by and I could never 
tear myself away from you. You bring out a plethora 
of emotions in me. You scare me, you make me 
impatient and angry, but most of all, you make me 
happier than I ever dreamed of being. Nothing in 
this world can compare to your beauty, your style, 
your personality and your presence. You will never 
judge me or question what I do, you have trust in 
all my actions. You are my companion when no one 
else can be, and I enjoy every second I spend with 
you, my beloved car.

Matthew Linley (Form 5)
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Father and son
Hatred is the single most beastly emotion. Some of 
us not only create hatred ourselves, but we nourish 
it and care for it, preparing it for the day when we 
can act on that savage urge.

My father came staggering through the door. He 
slurred his way through an attempt to communicate 
with me, ‘I sthought I told you to clean up thish 
mesh?’

‘You did,’ I replied. 
‘Well?’ he asked.
‘To tell you the truth …’ No, f… it I thought. ‘I am 

moving out,’ I declared.
His blank stare in that instant was masked but not 

before I saw envy or immense hatred for me. 
‘What ! …’ he exclaimed.
I did not reply. I did not say goodbye. I picked up 

my crimson bag and walked.
My parents had by then been divorced for about 

fi ve years. I was sixteen and had been living with my 
dad during that time. The older I became the more I 
came to loathe him. It became apparent to me that I 
had to get away. My father’s complete disregard for 
anyone but himself ate away at me.

My mother, the angel-faced love-child of the 
seventies, accepted me back into her home. With love 
in her heart and an unmatched compassion, she let me 
explain the situation to her. She listened attentively as 
I let every negative emotion out of my system.

After living with my mother for about six months, 
I received a call. As I answered it, I had an idea who 
it was. A sober, yet vulnerable, voice said slowly, 
‘Gary, it’s me. Just wait before you hang up.’

‘Why? I have made my feelings clear to you. I 
never want to hear from you again!’ My ferocity was 
clear. But, in retrospect, I’m extremely thankful that 
he stayed on the line.

‘Look, I have changed my life,’ he said. He 
explained to me how he had been sober for the past 
four months. He had been promoted at work, and 
he had bought a new apartment. I decided then 
and there to make a conscious effort on my part to 
become a friend to my dad.

During the next year our friendship grew. I learnt 
so much about him. I listened to his explanation of 
his childhood. I began to realise how much we have 
in common. Our relationship fl ourished.

I now make an attempt to see him at least once 
a month. It is a joyous reunion. We meet at his 
apartment and we try to cook anything we have not 
cooked before. The ability to laugh at each other has 
warmed my heart and dispersed the frigid hatred I 
once had for him

Gustav Krantz (Form 5)
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The lord of the pen
When I was a boy I dreamed of becoming a cricket 
player. My juvenile mind was teeming with ideas and 
thoughts and even dreams of being a professional 
cricketer.

With the green grass under my shoes, the crowd 
roaring in my head, clothed in armour with the bat 
in my hand, I was invincible. But that dream was 
short-lived. A new sport jumped into my life and so 
came a new dream.

From the moment I hit my fi rst golf ball I knew 
that I wanted to become a professional golfer. My 
ambition of becoming a cricketer became only a 
distant memory. I used to close my eyes and there 
I was, on the fairway, preparing to hit my second 
shot to the green. The crowd was silently staring 
at me, sweating with me, willing my golf ball onto 
the green. That feeling of pure adrenalin gave me 
goosebumps. Then I turned fourteen and my world 
turned upside down.

I had always loved story books and soon I had 
fi nished reading my fi rst real novel, ‘Lord of the 
Rings’. I was astonished. I couldn’t believe that 
anyone was able to write in such a way that the 

reader actually became connected to the story. But 
the most dreadful thing happened. It was fi nished. I 
had reached the end of the novel. There was nothing 
more to read. The story which had become a part of 
my life was over. No more ‘Lord of the Rings’.

That is how my most recent dream came to be. 
I thought to myself, ‘It can’t be over! I won’t let it!’ 
Writing the sequel to ‘Lord of the Rings’ became my 
life’s work, and with it came my dream of becoming 
a writer.

When someone fi nds something that he loves to 
do and wants to do for the rest of his life, it is strange 
to see how people can be only either negative or 
unsupportive about it. I have been writing this 
sequel for two years now, and although I have 
written only fi fty pages, I still believe in myself. I 
won’t give up. That is why I thank people who laugh 
at me when I tell them that I want to be a writer. It 
creates a driving ambition to prove them wrong and 
to show them that anything is possible as long as 
one believes in oneself.

Herman le Roux (Form 5)
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Inside a beast
I awoke with the bright and merciless fl ashlight of 
the guard blinding my eyes. I could see that he was 
shouting at me frantically, but I was barely able to 
hear him above the beast’s beserk screeching.

After the guard had left, I reassured my smaller 
brother that the situation was under control. I had 
little reassurance for myself, though. I knew that the 
thing must have sensed us. It had stopped with its 
horrifying noises, but I could feel it waiting, its eyes 
peering, for our next move …

Because of the nature of the situation, I would 
have been signifi cantly more comfortable if I were 
able to react with an attack or retreat. But all we 
could do was to lie motionless. Thus, for hours on 
end, our muscles clenching our bones and sinews 
where we had to freeze in mid-action, we waited in 
complete stillness.

During all these early morning hours, I was afraid 
of waking the beast. This was particularly hard to 
do, since I was unsure as to where it was exactly. 
From the beast’s earlier screeching, I concluded that 
it had come from all sides and I felt enveloped in it. 
A painful thought tore into my brain: was I inside 

the beast? It was hard to tell in the darkness, so with 
nervous, shaking hands I explored my surroundings. 
I had barely touched some hard substance, vaguely 
familiar, when the beast erupted again.

My heart in my shoes again, I froze, waiting for 
the beast to calm down again. By this time, as sleep 
wore off and dreams and reality untangled, I began 
to analyse my situation. I could only ask myself 
questions, with no answers: Where was I? How did 
I end up like this? What was going on?

Peering through the car’s window I saw that we 
were in a parking lot. And then I remembered. My 
father, brother and I had gone to the airport to fetch 
my mother who had fl own back from France. Her 
fl ight having been delayed, my father let down the 
seats of our large green four-by-four in such a way 
that we could sleep in it. My father went into the 
airport, leaving us in the car.

We must have stirred in our sleep and the car’s 
alarm system had detected our movements.

Thomas Dreyer (Form 4)
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If I told you about a boy who was born into a well-
off Afrikaans family before the end of apartheid, 
you would assume that his life might be a bed of 
roses. You would be wrong, because in 1994, when 
I was four years old, apartheid ended, and new 
perceptions about Afrikaners were created.

Here at Boys High, if your mother tongue is 
Afrikaans you are immediately identifi ed as a ‘boer’. 
This means that you play rugby, love boerewors, 
wear khaki ‘jeanpants’, come from Holland and that 
you ‘speak English good.’ These are the perceptions 
against which I have struggled.

Some of these are true. For example, I do play 
and do love rugby and all other sports. I do like 
boerewors, especially with ‘pap and sous’. I wear 
khaki, but it’s only because it is a part of the school 
uniform and I have never worn a ‘jeanpant’. My 
forebears came from Belgium, but my family has 
been in Africa for three hundred years. This means 
that I am an African. Lastly, I can speak, write and 
read English in some cases, even better than English 
boys.

Another popular stereotype is that Afrikaans 
people are all members of the A.W.B. I do ride 
horses, but I don’t usually fall off. I am not, and have 
never been, a racist. This is another thing you are 
supposed to be if you are Afrikaans. These are all 
baseless stereotypes.

The stereotypes that form these perceptions are 
often not based on fact or knowledge, but on fear , 
suspicion and rumours. Stereotypes cause violence 
– fi ghts break out, even wars. Stereotypes make us 
dismiss someone before we know him. Stereotypes 
make us ‘judge a book by its cover’.

Stereotypes take many forms. There are 
stereotypes about race, countries, age, places and 
sexuality.

Even though I have been subjected to treatment 
which is based on stereotypes, I too have subjected 
other people to similar behaviour. It is human 
nature to categorise things. We love putting people 
into boxes. We like to be able to describe people 
in a few words. It is much easier than getting to 
know them.

Nicolaas Taljaard (Form 4)

‘Fires’
I had promised myself that I would not cry but when 
I looked to my left, I saw all three of my sisters with 
glistening cheeks. I hardly knew Fires, yet it was so hard 
to say goodbye. The church was packed – fi lled with 
people who had come to say their fi nal goodbyes.

Fires was a very close friend of Carli, my sister. 
Everyone knew Fires, whose real name was Rudi 
Janse van Vuuren. He was a great sportsman. 
He played rugby for his high school and for his 
university, Wits.

I remember vividly the day when Fires fi rst came 
to our house in Kempton Park. I heard my sister 
Carli calling me to come outside and see what Fires 
had brought with him. When I walked outside I was 
greeted by the sight of a dark, chocolate-brown mare 
which Fires was holding by the bridle. I had never 
seen anything so beautiful. The sun was refl ecting 
off the mare’s shiny, burnished body.

‘Do you want to take her for a ride?’ he asked. I 
was about nine at the time so I was a bit hesitant to 
jump onto this beautiful beast, but he showed me 
that there was nothing to be afraid of. He taught me 
that as long as I showed respect for this animal, she 
would put all her trust in me.

I approached the mare slowly, carefully measuring 
each step so as not to come too close too quickly. 
He helped me to mount the horse by making a step 
with his hands and then hoisting me up onto the 
saddle. He took me around our yard, leading the 
horse by the bridle. As long as Fires was there, I felt 
completely safe.

A friend who was with me at the time also had a 
ride. She talked about the horse and about this man 
named Fires for weeks afterwards.

I was jolted back to reality by the sight of his 
coffi n being carried in. His dad, brother and four 
other men who, I assumed, were friends of his from 
Wits, were carrying the coffi n. His brother’s posture 
was slouched, almost as if he were hiding from the 
world, trying to get away from the fact that he would 
never see his brother again.

I sat there wondering how many lives Fires had 
touched, how many people’s lives he had enriched. I 
barely knew Fires, yet it was so hard to say goodbye.

Reinhardt van Wyk (Form 4)
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1.&2.&3. Sculptor Mike Edwards, whose work features elsewhere in the school grounds, sculpted this bronze entitled ‘Rainbow Nation’.  The 
 generosity of groups of old boys made its donation to the school possible and it now stands in the foyer of the main buildings.  [See the colour 
section on ‘The Beauty of Boys High’ for an image of his fi sh eagle sculpture at Loch Armstrong.] 

4.   This pen and wash caricature by Larry Scully originally featured in the school magazine in the 1950s.  It was restored and framed as a 
donation under the guidance of Dr Trebot Barry.  Both Scully and Battiss taught art at Boys High and went on to become professors of art.

5.  With funding provided by the Old Boys Association, this Walter Battiss oil painting of the original pool and a group of boys (painted in 1938) 
was purchased on auction.

6. Local artist and art gallery owner, Chris Tugwell, donated this appealing farm scene, rendered in oils, to the school.

Newly Acquired Art
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Glimpses of the Year

1. Farewell Assembly for John Acres and Paul Sommerville
2. Cheerleading the crowd
3. Running on for the First XV
4. Commencement ceremony
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5.  Sunset over Hofmeyr Oval
6.  Bush School induction
7.  Inter-House athletics starting line
8.  School song with the First Team Hockey players.
9.  Solomon House war cry at the Inter-House athletics
10. Sandstone sunset
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Barclay May

Anton Scholtz

W. Yates – FebruaryJared Burchell – November

Photo Gallery
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Gareth Barclay

Jared Burchell – March

The Pretorian 2007 colour pages.117   117The Pretorian 2007 colour pages.117   117 6/6/2008   8:12:28 PM6/6/2008   8:12:28 PM



C
A

M
PS

, T
O

UR
S 

&
 O

UT
IN

G
S

The Pretorian118118 The Pretorian

The Beauty of Boys High
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Jan-Hendrik Schoeman (F4) Alex Theodosiou (F4)

Werner Guldenpfennig (F5)Tshepang Makofane (F5)

Art Gallery
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Barry-Jay van Wyk (F4) Jan-Hendrik Schoeman (F4)

Claudio Barreiro (F5)

Leon Bekker (F5)
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Allen Laing (F5)

Leon Bekker (F4) Lloyd Hughes (F4)

Jan-Hendrik Schoeman (F4)

Leon Bekker (F5)

Art Gallery
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I had done it. I had been selected for the South 
African swimming team which was to participate in 
the Pacifi c School Games in Sydney, Australia.

On the morning of my race I achieved half of 
my goal which was to get into the fi nal event of 
the hundred metre butterfl y. In the heats which 
took place in the morning I swam my best time, but 
what amazed me was that I was going into the fi nal 
ranked as the fastest swimmer. I could not believe it, 
but something inside me told me that I was able to 
swim even faster than I had done in the morning.

The warm up for the fi nals came upon me faster 
than I expected, but that did not frighten me. In the 
warm up I did everything I could possibly have 
done. I felt really fast in the water. I felt quietly 
confi dent, but I was extremely excited and nervous 
at the same time. I could not wait to race for myself 
and for my country.

The big moment arrived. I was sitting on a chair 
behind the number fi ve starting block, which had 
the nickname the ‘Golden Lane’, because only that 
lane had golden lane ropes which showed the crowd 
that the swimmer in that lane had been the fastest 
swimmer in the heats. The announcer read along 
the line-up of swimmers. When he got to my lane 
he announced, ‘And in lane fi ve, from South Africa, 
Vaughan de Jager’. As he said that I got off my chair 
and stood up. I could hear the crowd cheering for 
me, which really got me fi red up inside. I could feel 
the electricity in the Aquatics Centre. As I sat back 
down I removed my shoes and my clothes while the 
announcer named the remaining fi ve swimmers. By 
the time the announcer had read the names of all 
ten swimmers, we were standing behind our blocks, 
ready to race.

The fi rst whistle blew. We stepped forward. The 
second whistle blew. We got onto the blocks. The 
crowd went silent. I could hear my heart beating 
fi ercely with excitement, I could also hear the two 
swimmers breathing beside me. It was quiet, then 
the ‘bleep’ sounded and I pushed off the blocks as 
hard as I could.

While I was in the air I could hear the crowd. 
When I entered the water it went quiet again. I 
could hear nothing but the kicking of the swimmers 
underwater and when I surfaced I could hear the 
crowd screaming.

I felt extremely fast in the water. At the halfway 
mark I had to make a turn. I could see the swimmer 
next to me and I was leading the way. As I kicked 

off the wall I kept thinking to myself, come on, 
Vaughan, you can do this! On the home straight I 
pushed even harder and dug down deep into my 
strength. I started swimming even faster, but I could 
still see splashes of water next to me. I knew that the 
swimmer was still with me. With ten metres to go 
it was neck and neck. The crowd was louder than 
ever. With fi ve metres to go it was all going to be in 
the touch. Finally, I touched. I could hear nothing. 
I looked around. My vision was blurry at fi rst, but 
then I could see it. The time board said, ‘Vaughan 
de Jager, second place, time 1min 11,24 sec.’ I had 
come second.

What really made me happy was that I had swum 
three seconds faster than I had done in the morning. 
Later that evening when I received my silver medal 
the crowd cheered and I knew that I had done my 
country proud. More importantly, I had achieved 
my goal. It was a moment that will live with me 
forever.

Vaughan de Jager (Form 5)

Leon Bekker
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From behind my fence
Every day you greet me with a jovial smile and a fi rm 
handshake. Do you know that the person you see is 
merely a façade, a barrier through which none can 
pass? Could you understand my true appearance, 
would you accept me for who I truly am? These 
questions are unanswerable, at least from my side.
Silently I watch you from behind my fence; its bars 
are strong and you cannot see me. I am the observer, 
seeing the world as you could if only you would 
disentangle yourself from your petty worries and 
material dreams. When last did you look upon 
someone and fail to judge him?

I see you move, I watch you talk, I know your 
inhibitions. You may fool them but you cannot fool me. 
Your actions reveal your thoughts as clearly as if you 
had written them down. You are an open book waiting 
to be read, if only they would take the time to look.

Do you remember the time you embarrassed me 
in front of the world? The rest have forgotten by 
now, I am sure. Not me, I never forget! I took down 
the time and date that I watched it, fi ling it safely 
away. Do not fear, for who else can view it? My 
fence is too strong; it will keep them away.

When you see me, you judge me; you think I’m a 
freak, but why do you see me this way? Is it because I do 
not conform to your iron-bound view of normality? Am 
I too quiet; are my thoughts too strange and obscure? 
Does your mistrust stem from my lack of a heart on my 
sleeve? I have emotions, many stronger than yours, but 
they cannot escape. The bars are too strong.

You say that you know me. This is a lie. You 
cannot see me watching and waiting on the far side. 
You say that fences are a symbol of fear. I agree that 
this is probably true; I have many great fears but 
what can I do? These fears cannot be faced alone.
Is it possible that I need your help? Is my great fence, 
which protects me so well, really a cage of fear? Am I 
a watcher so blind that I cannot see myself? Does all 
my thinking strengthen the fence, adding fuel to the 
fears? I must try to break out before it draws in any 
closer around me. I have decided to expose myself 
to you and your judgemental views. Will you raze 
the fence to the ground or raise it to the sky? I do not 
know but my attempt has been made.

Glen Guthrie (Form 5)
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Garreth Barclay
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Ma’s – word hulle genoeg waardeer?
Daar is baie dinge in die lewe waarsonder ’n mens 
kan klaarkom. Televisie, selfone en rekenaars is 
algemene artikels wat ons lewens baie makliker 
maak; tog is daar miljoene mense wat daarsonder 
lewe.

Maar daar is een iets (iemand!) waarsonder die 
mens nie kan klaarkom nie. Nee, ek praat nie van 
sjokolade nie! Ek praat van ’n liefdevolle ma. Daar is 
mense wat nie ’n ma het nie, tog ontmoet die meeste 
van hulle iewers in hulle lewe iemand met die warm, 
liefdevolle eienskappe van ’n ma.

Ma’s het die eienaardige vermoë om te weet wat 
in haar kinders se koppe aangaan sonder om hulle te 
vra waaraan hulle dink. Sy weet veral wanneer ons 
vir haar jok, sy voel dit seker aan. Dan is sy altyd 
daar as ons probleme het. Soms kom ek van die skool 
af met lippe wat op die vloer sleep en my wange 
wat dik opgeblaas is. Ja, ek is kwaad en ongelukkig. 
Dan sal Ma vra wat fout is en gewoonlik sal ek half 
ongeskik sê, ‘Niks nie!’

Sy sal dan rustig by my kom sit en weer vra wat 
fout is, en voor ek kan keer, vertel ek haar alles. Op 
die ou end kom ek dan agter dat dit nie so erg is nie. 

Alles te danke aan Ma.
Al die klein, onopmerklike goed wat jou ma jou 

leer, berei jou voor vir die lewe en gaan bepaal hoe 
jy in die buitewêreld sal optree. Dis by jou ma wat 
jy leer hoe meisies dink, hoe jy jou moet gedra en 
wat goeie maniere is. Dis seker eers wanneer ons 
klaar is met skool, op universiteit is en of ons oorsee 
rondkuier, dat ons begin waardeer wat ons ma’s ons 
geleer het.

Dit is eers wanneer ons klaar is met skool en uit 
die huis is dat ons agterkom wat ons ma’s vir ons 
beteken. Soms sal ons op plekke beland wat ons 
eintlik nie moet wees nie en dan sal dit wat sy ons 
geleer het, ons help om die regte ding te doen. Dit is 
in tye soos dié dat ons ons ma’s opnuut waardeer en 
dankie sê vir die wyse opvoeding wat sy ons gegee 
het.

Ons moet vandag al begin dankie sê vir haar 
wat so baie vir ons doen. Ons moet haar liefhê en 
waardeer en ten volle respekteer, want more mag sy 
dalk nie meer daar wees nie!

P Crowther (Vorm 5)

Om ’n verskil te maak
Om ’n verskil in iemand se lewe te maak, klink dalk 
soos iets moeiliks, maar eintlik is dit glad nie so 
ingewikkeld nie. Net deur deel van iemand anders 
se lewe te wees, maak jy al klaar ’n verskil in sy lewe. 
Die vraag is net of dit ’n positiewe of negatiewe 
verskil is.

Daar is die storie van die Amerikaanse seun wat 
verskriklik ongelukkig met homself was en geen 
moed gehad het om verder te lewe nie. Sy naam was 
John. Een Vrydagmiddag sien Erik, ’n ander seun, 
hoe John sukkel om al sy skoolboeke huis toe te dra. 
Erik het al vir John in sy omgewing gesien en was 
ook oppad huis toe. Hy bied toe aan om John se 
boeke te help dra.

Hulle het nooit tevore gesels nie, maar Erik kon 
sien John is hartseer. Hy vra toe of hy die komende 
Saterdag saam met hom en sy maats sal kom sokker 
speel. Erik het probeer om John so ’n bietjie op te 
kikker.

John het opgewonde ‘ja’ gesê, en van daardie 
dag af het hulle beste vriende geword en was tot in 
matriek onafskeidbaar. John het baie gewild geword 
en al die meisies in die skool was agter sy atletiese lyf 
aan. Hy het die skool se prys vir Dux-leerling gekry 
en moes ook die afskeidstoespraak by die skool se 

prysuitdeling maak. Dit was ’n toespraak wat Erik 
nooit sal vergeet nie.

John se toespraak het begin met die stelling dat 
vriende baie belangrik is en dat jy niks sonder hulle 
kan bereik nie. Hy vertel toe van die dag toe hy en 
Erik ontmoet het. Tot almal se verbasing vertel hy hoe 
hy op daardie dag beplan het om selfmoord te pleeg. 
Hy het al sy skoolboeke huis toe geneem sodat sy ma 
nie nodig sou gehad het om dit by die skool te gaan 
haal as hy nie meer daar is nie. Erik se vriendelike 
uitnodiging tot ’n sokkerwedstryd het hom weer 
hoop gegee. Dit was wat hom daardie dag gered het.

Uit hierdie verhaaltjie is dit duidelik dat die 
‘kleinste’ teken van vriendelikheid iemand se lewe 
kan verander. Erik het nie beplan om John se lewe te 
red nie, maar die feit dat hy bereid was om iemand 
se boeke te help dra en ’n vriend te wees, het die 
verskil gemaak.

Jy weet nooit watter effek dit wat jy sê of doen op 
iemand anders se lewe kan hê nie. Elke aksie wat 
jy neem het die potensiaal om ’n verskil in iemand 
se lewe te maak. Daarom moet ons besef dat ons 
lewens altyd ’n invloed op ander mense het.

M Laubscher (Vorm 5)
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Ken jouself, weet wat jy wil hê
Ons kruip voordat ons kan loop. Ons doen eers 
maklike somme voordat ons algebra doen. Ons moet 
eers onsself ken en uitsorteer voordat ons ander kan 
help om dit te doen. As jy die wêreld wil verander, 
moet jy by jouself begin, nie met jou vriende, jou 
ouers of jou meisie nie. Alle verandering begin by 
jouself. Dit is ’n proses van binne af, nie van buite 
af nie.

Glen Ballard som dit so op:
Ek begin by die man in die spieël
Ek vra hom om homself te verander.
En geen booskap kon duideliker gewees het nie-
As jy die wêreld ’n beter plek wil maak
Kyk na jouself en begin daar met verandering.

Dit bring my by die tweede punt: Weet wat jy wil hê.
In die avonture van Alice in Wonderland vra sy 

’n kat wat op ’n stomp lê en of hy haar asseblief kan 
verduidelik waarheen sy moet loop. Die kat deel 
haar toe mee dat dit sal afhang van waarheen sy 
graag wil gaan. Alice antwoord hom toe dat dit nie 
vir haar veel saak maak waarheen sy gaan nie. Wel, 
dan maak dit nie regtig saak watter rigting jy loop 
nie, sê die kat.

As jy dus nie weet waarheen jy gaan nie, gaan jy 
nêrens heen nie. Dit is absoluut noodsaaklik dat jy 
verder as net vandag sal dink en besluit in watter 
rigting jy met jou lewe wil gaan. So kan jy verseker 
dat elke stap wat jy gee in die regte rigting sal wees. 
Ons begin eintlik alles met die einde of die doel in 
gedagte. Ons teken eers ’n plan van ’n huis voordat 
ons dit bou. Ons kyk eers na ’n resep voordat ons ’n 
koek bak. Om doelgerig te wees is ’n noodsaaklike 
deel van ons lewe.

Die pad wat jy gaan neem gaan jou toekoms 
bepaal. Sien die lewe as ’n lang tou wat 80 treë lank 
is. Elke tree verteenwoordig een jaar van jou lewe. 
Die vormingsjare waarin ek my tans bevind gaan 
dalk net 7 treë op die leer opneem, slegs ’n kort 
gedeelte van die tou. Maar die besluit van wat ek 
in hierdie 7 jaar gaan neem, sal die orige 73 jaar ten 
goede of kwade beïnvloed. 

Daarom is dit so belangrik om jouself te ken en te 
weet waarheen jy gaan.

R Stydom (Vorm 5)

Boys high – geboue of mense?
Pretoria Boys High School is ’n pragtige plek met 
historiese geboue en indrukwekkende fasiliteite, maar 
is dit al wat van hierdie plek so ’n wonderlike plek 
maak? Nee, dit is die mense wat hier werk en lewe 
wat van hierdie skool so ’n besondere plek maak.

P Beckwith (Vorm 5)

* * * *
Die gange van Boys High is vol van die herinneringe 
van al die seuns, onderwysers en hoofde van die 
verlede. Al die foto’s wat vanaf die mure na ’n mens 
staar wanneer jy verby hulle loop, maak jou baie 
bewus van die besondere rol wat hulle in die skool 
se lewe gespeel het en bygedra het om van hierdie 
plek so ’n unieke skool te maak.

Ek dink dat die stempel wat mense op ’n plek 
afdruk, baie dieper spore laat as wat ’n mens besef. 
Elke persoon wat deur hierdie skool se gange geloop 
het, het iets van hom- of haarself hier laat agterbly. 
Elke persoon maak sy eie indruk op die geboue, die 
plek. 

As Boys High se mure net kon praat, sou hulle ons 
nie van die stene en sement waarvan hulle gebou is, 
vertel nie, maar van die groot verskeidenheid seuns 
en onderwysers wat deur die gange geloop het en al 
die avonture wat tussen die mure afgespeel het.

Dit gaan nie om die geboue nie, maar om die 
mense wat daar leef!

J Horne (Vorm 5)  
 

* * * *
Hoe pragtig ’n plek se geboue is, maak seker saak, 
maar die mense wat in so ’n plek leef en werk, gee 
lewe daaraan. In latere jare onthou ’n mens nie 
soseer die plek nie, maar die vriende wat jy daar 
gemaak het, die onderwysers, die avonture, die soet 
en die suur wat jy daar beleef het. Wanneer ’n mens 
na baie jare weer na die skool toe kom, is dit die 
herinneringe aan die mense wat jy geken het wat dit 
spesiaal maak.

Jy kan ’n plek met die mens self vergelyk. Die 
geboue is soos die liggaam, die mense soos die siel. As 
die siel die liggaam verlaat, gaan die liggaam dood. 
Net so is ’n gebou sonder sy mense, ’n dooie plek.

K Ditsebe (Vorm 5) 
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Met só ’n laslappieland soos Suid-Afrika kan ’n mens 
vir ure praat oor die mense wat die verskillende 
provinsies, streke en selfs dorpe uniek maak. Die 
siel van ’n plek is regtig sy mense.

Dink ons aan die Kaap, dink ons aan die 
bruinmense. Die sg ‘Capies’ is altyd opgeruimd en 
vrolik en verskaf kleur en humor met hulle pittige 
sêgoed. Die tandelose glimlagte en die ge-êkkery 
weerklink in die strate. Hier in die Kaap word daar 
nie sag gepraat nie. ‘ Nei man, êk sê vi djou!’ Dis 
bokkoms, kerrievis en die voggies in ’n papsak. Die 
see is hulle koskas en Tafelberg hulle trots. Sonder 
hierdie kleurvolle gemeenskap het die Kaap geen 
siel nie.

Namakwaland en die Noord-Kaap se mense is 
ook uniek. Dis mondfl uitjie-wêreld dié – ’n plek 
waar pepperment-suig en tabak pruim nog ’n kuns 
is. Hier sit ’n mens nie net nie, jy máák iemand 
sit. Praat jy met die mense hier, kom jy gou agter 
dat hulle ’n ding sê soos hulle dit sien. Die plat 
uitspraak van die vokale en die stadige manier van 
praat wys vir die besoeker dat hier ’n rustigheid en 
tevredenheid heers. Al lyk die omgewing op die oog 
af so godverlate, weet die Namakwalanders dat die 
wêreld sommer oornag weer in ’n blomkombers kan 
verander.

In Gauteng, en veral in Pretoria en Johannesburg, 
is dit die Wilde Weste! Hier moet jy jou ry ken, druk 
verkeer of te nie. Hou ’n goeie volgafstand en gou 
druk daar sommer twee motors ewe onbeskof voor 
jou in. Die getoet van die taxi’s laat jou die meeste van 
die kere dink dat jy ’n verkeersfout began het. Dis 
’n mengelmoes van ras, kleur en identiteit. Die siel 
van die mens is hier soos die van enige wêreldstad 
– onrustig. Oral om jou is suur gesigte, ongeduldige 

motoriste, ’n konstante gejaag iewers heen, en wie 
jou buurman is, weet jy nie.

Die Vrystaters is anders. Soos iemand eenkeer 
gesê het, daar is iets ‘oop’ aan hulle. Koop jy iets by 
’n kafeetjie in Henneman, vertel die tante agter die 
toonbank jou gou van haar dogter se troue of van 
haar buurvrou se siekte. Dis melktert, koeksisters en 
kerkbasaarwêreld. Almal weet alles van almal af en 
sommer gou-gou is nuwe nuus, ou nuus.

Die Bosveld … dis hier waar die sterre saans 
laag oor die hardekoolvure hang en die mense 
jou oorrompel met hulle gasvryheid, stories en 
koedoebiltong. Die mans se khaki-hemde se onderste 
knope is weg en maak plek vir ’n stukkie maag wat 
uitsteek. Teen skemer as die maanhaarleeu brul, is 
dit tyd om rondom die kampvuur te sit en te hoor 
van die groot rooibokram wat weggekom het.

Dan is daar natuurlik my tuisdorp – Witbank. 
Hier word dit donker, al is daar nie wolke nie. ’n 
Grou-grys dikte hang oor die dorp. Waarskuwings 
op plakkate en padtekens verklap alles: Hoë risiko 
kapingsgebied, rondloper diere, voetgangers…. Ry 
stadig, pasop vir diewe, moenie stilhou nie! Witbank 
se mense is enig in sy soort. Morsdood in die middel 
van die maand, maar kom die 25ste, betaaldag, kry 
elke siel ’n adrenalien-inspuiting en dreun die dorp, 
vol aktiwiteit. Dit is ’n stad vol ongeslypte diamante, 
rof en grof van buite, steenkoolsiele wat diep in hulle 
wese in baie gevalle verborge skatte wegsteek!

As die mense uit al die bogenoemde gebiede 
weggeneem word, sal net ’n verlate stilte oor die land 
sak. Dit is voorwaar die lewende, kleurvolle mense 
wat elke plek in ons land sy karakter, sy siel gee.

D. van der Westhuizen (Vorm 5)

Mark Childs
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Die verhaal van my lewe
‘Luister julle almal, skoene in die kas van Tewie, 
in die huis van die Wesselse. Ek is die belangrikste 
skoen in hierdie kas. Ek word die meeste gedra. 
Kouse voel geëerd as hulle my aanraak en saam met 
Tewie se voete in my ingly. Al die avonture wat ek al 
beleef het sal van skoen tot skoen oorvertel word!’

‘Ag ou skoolskoen, kry tog end met jou 
grootpratery. Die kouse het nie ’n keuse nie, julle is 
’n geforseerde paar, voorgeskryf deur die skoolreëls, 
deel van die uniform!’

‘Ha, julle ander skoene se veters is maar net groen 
van jaloesie. Julle het almal julle eie redenasies 
waarom julle belangrik is: Pantoffels hou sy voete 
warm, Sportskoene gee kastig ’n stywe ‘grip’ op die 
lewe; Swart Spogskoene wat hy dra as hy uitgaan, 
ken glo al sy vriendinne …! Maar wie van julle word 
elke dag so blink gepolish en gevryf soos ek?

Ek word elke oggend aangetrek, en met trots 
trap ons die fi ets en wals van klas tot klas. Ek woon 
elke prysuitdeling en musiekkonsert by, noem 
maar op, en ek was al daar … en dit terwyl julle in 
die kas bly. Die laaste musiekkonsert sal ek nooit 
vergeet nie. Dit was ook deel van Tewie se praktiese 
matriekeksamen. Die dag toe hy my aangetrek het, 

het ek gevoel hoe hy bibber en beef van 
senuweeagtigheid. Hy het op die verhoog gestap, 
aangekondig wat hy gaan speel en ek gee hom so ’n 
sagte drukkie vir ’n selfvertroue-hupstoot en toe laat 
waai hy. Die mense het opgespring en hande geklap, 
onophoudelik. Ek was ekstra blink dié aand.

Ek was vanjaar ook by die Matriek-Prysuitdeling 
en die Laaste Saalbyeenkoms. Dié geleentheid 
was die emosionele hoogtepunt van my lewe, ’n 
spoggeleentheid waar ek uitgeblink het.’

Nou is alles verby, ek lê in die hoek van die kas en 
word nie meer aangetrek nie. Dag na dag word die 
kas oopgemaak en dan vlam daar hoop in my op, 
maar elke dag word ek oor die hoof gesien. 

‘ Ja, ou skoolskoen, jy het altyd op ons neergesien 
… ’ sê Pantoffel. ‘ Hy dra my nog elke aand, veral in 
die winter.’
‘ En ek gaan nog saam met Tewie muurbal speel.’ 
sê Tekkie.

My dae is verby … Tewie sal my nooit weer 
aantrek nie. Ek het vir vyf jaar gedink ek is beter as 
al die ander skoene in die kas. Nou is ek niks …

T Wessels, Afrikaans Eerste Taal (Vorm 4)

Christopher Araujo
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My oupa, my held
Mense soos Nelson Mandela, Bruce Fordyce en 
Abraham Lincoln is vir baie mense rolmodelle, veral 
omdat hulle voorbeelde is van mense wat nooit 
moed opgegee het nie en aangehou het om alles te 
doen om hulle drome waar te maak. Hulle het nooit 
ophou probeer nie en gesê, ‘Dit sal nie werk nie, dis 
te laat.’

Nog ’n voorbeeld van so ’n mens is my oupa. Hy 
was vyf en sewentig jaar oud toe hy die Comrades 
wou hardloop. Die familie was verbaas en almal 
het gesê dat hy te oud is om so ver te wil hardloop. 
Hy het egter gesê dat hy moet probeer, anders sal 
hy nooit weet of hy dit kan doen nie. Hy het vir ’n 
hele jaar hard geoefen en sy positiewe houding was 
verbasend.

Hy het gehardloop … en toe hy die eindpunt bereik 
het, was dit ’n baie emosionele tyd vir ons almal. Op 
daardie dag het my oupa sy droom bewaarheid. Dit 
was vir my die grootste les in die lewe. Dit is nooit te 
laat om enige iets moontlik te maak nie. Jy moet net 
moed hou en die regte lewenshouding hê.

Ek sal daardie dag toe my 75-jarige oupa oor die 
wenstreep gehardloop het, nooit vergeet nie en hy 
sal altyd my rolmodel, my held, wees.

K Moodley (Vorm 5)

Drome, die inspirasie vir ons lewe
John Stuart Mills het eenkeer gesê, ‘I have learnt to 
seek happiness by limiting my desires rather than 
attempting to satisfy them.’ Ek het nog nooit so iets 
verkeerds gehoor nie! Jou lewe is tog niks as jy nie 
begeer en droom nie. Ek dink die enigste kere wat 
jy werklik leef, is as jy drome het wat jy probeer 
bewaarheid. Jy aanvaar nie maar sommer alles so 
nie, jy probeer bou en verander en skep. Jy sien die 
lewe as ’n uitdaging. Dink jy Richard Branson en Bill 
Gates het nie drome gehad wat hulle nagejaag het 
om te kom waar hulle vandag is nie? Om te bly hoop 
is die sleutel tot sukses. As jy nie hoop jou drome 
word waar nie, het jy nie meer ’n rede om te lewe 
nie.

Die beroemde Thomas Edison het gesê dat om ’n 
genie te wees, is 1% inspirasie en 99% persperasie 
nodig. Dit beteken dat niks wat ons probeer doen, 
ooit maklik sal wees nie en dat harde werk deel 
van die proses is. Maar dit beteken ook nie dat ons 
nie moet droom nie. Al is sukses volgens Edison 
maar net 1% afhanklik van inspirasie, sou daar 
geen vordering gewees het as dit nie daar was nie. 
Idees en drome is die basis van enige suksesvolle 
aktiwiteit

S Gilbride (Vorm 5)

Dinge wat my lewe defi nieer
Daar is paar dinge wat onontbeerlik in my lewe is. 
Sonder hierdie dinge is ek maar net ’n halwe mens

My gesin is die fondament van my lewe. Ek het 
twee broers. Die een is baie fl uks en hy weet wat hy 
wil hê, die ander een wil net die hele tyd jol My ma 
is baie liefdevol en ek dink dis van haar waar ek die 
meeste van my karaktertrekke geërf het. Soos sy is 
ek ook vol deernis vir mense wat swaarkry. My pa, 
ook ’n baie gevoelvolle mens, het baie selfvertroue. 
Dis van hom wat ek die vermoë gekry het om voor 
mense te kan praat. My gesin is vir my ’n pilaar wat 
my oplig en sterk hou.

God is vir my baie belangrik. Hy was nie altyd 
vir my so belangrik nie, maar verlede jaar het ek 
Hom in my lewe toegelaat en ek het vir die eerste 
keer geweet en gevoel dat Hy deel is van my lewe. 
Dis wonderlik om te weet dat ek ’n verhouding met 
Hom het. God is vir my soos ’n vuurtoring – Hy is 
my leidsman in die lewe.

My meisie is my beste vriendin en ons kan oor 
enigiets gesels. As ek aan haar dink, dink ek aan ’n 
hart vol liefde , trots en vriendelikheid.

Ek het baie goeie vriende. Hulle laat my lag en 
ons het so baie pret saam. Sonder hulle sal my lewe 
baie arm wees. 

Sport het ’n groot invloed in my lewe. Dit is deur 
sport dat ek die meeste van my vriende ontmoet het. 
Sport is soos ’n groot boek vol lewenswyshede, want 
om deel te wees van ’n span leer ’n mens soveel van 
die lewe. Dit leer jou hoe om saam te werk, hoe om 
te wen EN te verloor. Dit berei jou voor vir die lewe 
daar buite.

Dan kan ek nie anders as om te dink aan my 
geliefde skool, Pretoria Boys High, nie. Dit is in 
hierdie plek waar alles bymekaar kom. Dis hier 
waar ek sport beoefen, dis hier waar ek my vriende 
ontmoet het, dis by ’n sokkie op ’n Vrydagaand 
waar ek my meisie die eerste keer gesien het. Dis 
ook hier waar ek die geleentheid gehad het om God 
in my lewe in te laat. Boys High se invloed laat my 
dink aan ’n sterk skakel in die ketting van die lewe, 
’n skakel wat my aan die res van my lewe vasbind.

Adam Rundle (Vorm 5)
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Die magtige hand
Die swart, donker water spoel om my enkels. Die 
dik reuk van verottende lyke hang om my soos ’n 
stinkende, grys-geel mis. Met dooie oë kyk ek om 
my rond; die verwoesting is onbeskryfl ik. Die huise 
is platgevee ,inmekaargestort en rondgestrooi; die 
geboue verfrommel tot ’n enkele hoop rommel. 
Verdwaasde kinders met oopgesperde oë dwaal 
rond, op soek na ’n pappa of ’n mamma. Paniekerige 
ouers soek huilend en roepend na vermiste kinders. 
Ek staan en kyk hulpeloos na die toneel voor my.

Ek het ’n paar uur vantevore nog vir die mense in 
my kafee gesê hulle moenie die wonderlike dag op 
die strand misloop nie. Ons het lanklaas sulke goeie 
weer gehad.

En binne ’n paar uur het die skokgolf ons voete 
letterlik onder ons uitgeslaan. Mense in die kafee het 
van hulle stoele afgeval. Toe het alles begin bewe en 
ek hoor die naderende gedruis. Dit kom al nader en 
nader. Skielik tref golf op golf my kafee. Water orals. 
Die gebou stort om ons inmekaar en alles word toe 
donker om my.

Nou staan ek hier, half dronk van die pyn in my 
kop. Ek kyk na die hopelose situasie om my. Wat 
het gebeur, hoekom nou? God se magtige hand 
het die aarde geskud en die see geroer…. en ons 
as mense net weer herinner daaraan hoe klein ons 
werklik is.

I Basson, Afrikaans 1ste Taal (Vorm 4)

Die lekkerste lekker in die lewe
Dis vir my so lekker as ons die motorfi etse laai vir ’n 
naweek van net motorfi etsry, die stad agterlaat en 
vergeet van alles. As jy so ry deur die velde en die 
mooi natuur, vry en rustig, is daar niks wat jou pla 
nie, dis net jy en die pad voor jou. 

Nog iets wat baie lekker is, is om te gaan perdry 
op die plaas. Die oop velde wag vir jou en jy voel 
soos ’n regte cowboy wat net wil uitkom om oor die 
vlaktes te jaag met jou perd. Vars lug waai deur jou 
hare en die poele en spruite waardeur jy ry, spat jou 
en jou perd nat. Onbeskryfl ik!

H van der Merwe (Vorm 1)

Rugby is my lekkerste lekker
Rugby is vir my die lekkerste lekker nog ooit. Dit 
maak nie saak of ek dit kyk of self speel nie, dis 
vir my verskriklik lekker. Dit het alles begin toe ek 
nog baie jonk was. Ek speel al rugby vandat ek kan 
onthou. Toe ek nog op Lynnwood Laerskool was, 
het ek al begin met Bulletjie-rugby. Daarom het ek 
later op laerskool in die A-span en die eerste span 
gespeel. Dis so ’n lekker spel want jy kry die kans 
om te hardloop, te skree en mal te gaan, en niemand 
kyk jou skeef aan nie. Gee my net ’n rugby bal – 
enige dag!

D Taljaard (Vorm 1)
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T Hopf – October

The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:130The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:130 2008/06/06   02:51:33 PM2008/06/06   02:51:33 PM



The Pretorian 131

Loch Armstrong
Smiddags wanneer ek by Loch Armstrong sit, sien 
ek die ronde, goudgeel son. Ek kyk na die lang, 
groen bome wat stadig rondswaai in die sagte, 
warm lentewind. Ek ruik die soet geur van gesnyde 
gras en hoor dofweg die klap-klap geluide vanaf die 
muurbalbane op die wind.

Liggrys eendjies swem op die dam. Dan sien ek 
die silwer en geel maag van ’n springende vis en kyk 
verwonderd hoe dit weer in die water terugplas. 
Oor my kop vlieg ’n groot, donker hadeda wat dan 
gaan sit op die tak van die boom op die eiland in die 
middel van die dam.

Oorkant die dam, in die pad, loop ’n paar 
skoolseuns verby in hulle groen, rooi en wit 
baadjies. Hulle gesels met mekaar en lag 
vriendelik. Die lentewolkies gly lui deur die oop, 
blou lug. Hulle weerkaats in die glashelder water 
van die dam en lyk soos wit, wollerige skippies 
wat verbydryf.

J Pitman (Vorm 3)

* * * * 
Laatmiddag by Loch Armstrong is soos nêrens 
anders op aarde nie. Dis asof jy in ’n betowerde 
land verdwyn wanneer jy langs die dam sit. Die 
water is so glad soos ’n spieël en bak in die son se 
geel-goue strale wat in strepe deur die dennebome 
skyn.

Die lug word koeler en stil, mense ry in hulle 
motors aan die anderkant van die loch verby, maar 
dit klink in hierdie towerland asof hulle kilometers 
ver weg is. Die bome fl uister vir mekaar in die wind 
en die riete klets saam. 

Die son sak agter die wollerige, warm wolke weg. 
Die eerste sterre loer uit die pers lug.
Die maan se weerkaatsing staar na my vanuit die 
donker water se dieptes. Dan breek die bleek maan 
in duisend stukkies wanneer ’n padda skielik in die 
dam spring. 

Ek staan eindelik op en begin loop. My voetstappe 
op die harde pad breek die betowerende spel wat 
Loch Armstrong om my geweef het.

D Havenga (Vorm 3)

Jocks!
‘Hey, bru!’
‘Ganit sweet?’
‘Altyd kief, bru.’
As jy sulke uitdrukkings hoor, dan weet jy jy is naby 
’n ‘Jock’-groep. ’n Mens vind altyd hierdie ouens in 
groepies orals op die speelgrond, of om ’n sportveld, 
of selfs by partytjies.

Ek dink ’n Jock word so gebore, of so gevorm as 
hy nog ’n klein laaitie is. ’n Oorywerige bullebak-
pa wat ’n kind forseer om bulletjie-rugby te speel en 
’n super sportman te word, is baie keer die oorsaak. 
Van kleins af is dit net rugby, rugby, rugby…en in 
sommige uitsonderlike gevalle, ook krieket. Voor jy 
dit weet, het jy ’n Jock met te veel spiere en te min 
grysstof tussen sy ore.

By die skool is hulle altyd in groepe wat lawaai. 
Hulle soek aandag met luiddrugtige gelag sodat 
mense hulle kan raaksien. Hulle is so gewoond dat 
almal na hulle kyk op die sportveld, dat hulle ook op 
ander plekke raakgesien wil word.

Hulle praat hulle eie taal – woorde soos ‘bru, 
sweet, ouk, dis pick, schweet like suurlemoene, come 
on ouks!’ word gereeld gebruik. Hulle eet gewoonlik 
’n hoë proteïen, laevet dieet, eksperimenteer met 
byvoegsels soos kreatien en ongelukkig ook soms 
met ander anaboliese steroïedes, en dit alles net om 
’n spierpaleis te wees.

Maar wat is Jocks eintlik? Eerstens moet hulle 
goeie sportmanne wees. Hulle is altyd groot en sterk 
gebou en het baie vriende. Hulle hou van meisies 
en omdat hulle altyd lus is om te baklei, kry hulle 
gewoonlik wat hulle soek.

Na wedstryde waarin drieë gedruk is of lopies 
aangeteken is, word daar lekker fees gevier. Hulle 
hardloop oor die veld, spring hoog in die lug en deel 
‘high 5’s’ uit. Elke skool het sy Jocks, sommiges van 
hulle is heel aangenaam om te ken, dit wil sê as jy 
verby die uiterlike bravado kan kom. Ander kere is 
hulle ook maar boelies wat ouens wat nie soos hulle 
is nie, lekker kan rondstoot.

‘Hey, my bru … gee my ’n stukkie van jou 
toebroodjie.’En jy gee maar, al weet jy dat jy die res 
van die broodjie nie weer gaan sien nie.

X Swart (Vorm 3)
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Suid-Afrika, my land
Die 20ste Oktober het die Springbokspan die Rugby 
Wêreldbeker gewen. Dit was ’n besondere prestasie. 
Maar wat nog wonderliker as dit was, was die 
manier hoe die hele Suid-Afrika saamgestaan het 
om die Bokke terug te verwelkom. 

Ten spyte van ons elf tale en verskillende kulture, 
is ons ’n vry land wat respek vir mekaar het. Die 
regering, al doen hy nie alles reg nie, probeer tog 
om die land ’n goeie plek vir ons almal te maak om 
in te lewe.

Daar is niks wat by die reuk van ’n braaivleis en 
die smaak van biltong kom nie. En dit is wat ons aan 
al die toeriste kan gee wanneer hulle in 2010 na die 
Wêreld Sokkertoernooi in Suid-Afrika kom.

M Light (Vorm 2)

Ek, die dromstel
Ek is ’n stel dromme … maar nie sommer enige 
dromstel nie! Ek is ’n dromstel wat al baie gebruik 
is vir musiekopnames en baie beroemde musikante 
het al op my gespeel. Ek is ’n baie eksklusiewe en 
duur dromstel want as daar opnames gemaak word, 
moet ek altyd op my beste klink. 

Die musikante geniet dit om op my musiek te 
maak want ek gee net die suiwerste klanke af, of dit 
nou jazz, heavy metal of net rustige rock is. Soms kry 
ek seer, veral as Metallica se musiek op my gespeel 
word. As ek wil, kan ek net besluit om eendag 
uitmekaar te val, of ek kan my slaanoppervlaktes 
laat bars … maar ek wil nie. 

Ek doen my bes om die kunstenaars te bevredig. 
Dit is my doel, dit is my lewe. Partykeer word 
mense kwaad as hulle op my slaan, maar dit is nooit 
my skuld as hulle nie ordentlik kan speel nie. Die 
meeste van die tyd werk dit goed uit, en daar is 
geen wonderliker gevoel as wanneer die album wat 
opgeneem is, ’n beste verkoper word nie!

J van Wyk (Vorm 1)

* * * * 
Dit pla my dat so baie mense wil emigreer. Ja, ons 
het probleme, maar wat gaan dit help as almal die 
land verlaat? As ons positief is, dan kan ons hierdie 
land opbou en verbeter.

Suid-Afrika is een van die pragtigste lande in die 
wêreld. Dink aan dele soos die Kruger Wildtuin, die 
Transkei, Tafelberg en die Wes-Kaap. Ons sport het 
die wêreld aan die praat , ons gaan selfs die 2010 
Sokkertoernooi aanbied. Daaruit gaan ons miljoene 
maak wat werk kan skep en ook die land se ekonomie 
baie sterker en beter kan maak. 

Ons moet positief wees en die mooi dinge in ons 
land raaksien. Dan sal ons weer trots op Suid-Afrika 
kan wees.

M Murray (Vorm 2)
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Une visite en France
Pendant mes vacances de juillet, je suis allé avec mon 
ami, Murray Lynch, qui est en première, en France 
avec un groupe français consistant de quarante élèves 
(trente-huit fi lles et deux garçons) et Mme Jenny 
Peddle, qui dirige ‘Personal Touch Tours’, et Mme 
Marianne Scholtz qui est prof de français à Girls High.

Pendant notre séjour en France, nous avons étudié 
le français les matins, après notre petit déjeuner, 
nous avons eu trois heures de français, où nous 
avons parlé le français. Du milieu des leçons, nous 
avons eu la récréation.

L’école où nous sommes restés, était ‘Le Centre 
International d’Antibes’ qui est sur la banlieu 
d’Antibes.

Après un déjeuner délicieux pendant l’aprés-midi, 
on a visité les villes dans la region du Côté d’Azur, 
et les autres attractions autour d’Antibes comme 
Cannes (où il y’a le festival de fi lms); Monaco qui 
est célèbre pour son champ de courses de la formule 
une; Antibes; Nice et Grasse qui est bien connu pour 
sa parfumerie et Juan-les-Pins.

Pendant le soir, il y avait une soirée à l’école mais 
pour les étudiants qui ont aimé la vie nocturne, nous 
sommes allés à Juan-les-Pins, où nous avons dansé 
dans les boîtes de nuit.

Je suis parti de France, le quinze juillet et nous 
sommes arrivés en Afrique du Sud le seize juillet.
Ahh, quelles vacances magnifi ques!

Christopher MacClements (Form 3)

Ce n’est pas bon de fumer
Ce n’est pas bon de fumer parceque le tabac n’est 
pas bon pour la santé et pour l’environnement. 
Une cigarette est pleine de substances qui sont 
dangereuses pour la santé et le fait de fumer donne 
l’envie de prendre une autre.

La cigarette n’est pas bonne pour la santé parcequ’elle 
nous empêche de mieux respirer, et elle détruit nos 
organes respiratoires. Les personnes qui fument peuvent 
avoir des maladies comme le Cancer et le tuberculose 
que nous pouvons heureusement soigner.

Fumer n’est aussi pas tolérer par des communautés 
et des organismes parceque la fumée pollue 
l’environnement et empêche l’homme de respirer de 
l’air frais.

Ceux qui fument ne detruisent pas seulement 
leur corps mais aussi la communauté dans laquelle 
ils habitent.

Marc-Herve Ahiba (Form 3)

L’Amitié
L’amitié est très sacrée. On a besoin d’amis pour 
portager nos sentiments. Sans amis, notre vie sera 
déserte et monotone. Alors, pour avoir d’amitié, 
on doit apprivoiser quelqu’un. Cela veut dire 
qu’on fait la connaissance de quelqu’un et on est 
soucieux de cette personne-là. Si on apprivoise 
quelqu’un, on aura besoin l’un de l’autre. On sera 
pour lui unique au monde et à l’universe. Et puis, 
on deviendra de bons amis. Ce sont les amis qui 
nous aident n’importe quand, qui comprennent ce 
qu’on pense et qui nous donnent de bon conseils. 
On aura de la confi ance en nos amis et ils pourront 
garder nos secrets. Un petit mensonge peut 
détruire l;amitié. Être jaloux ou l’infi dèlité sont 
aussi les raisons pour la fi n de l’amitié. De plus, 
l’égoïsme l’infl uence aussi, mais la cause la plus 
fréquente est la façon de communication. Si notre 
ami est une mauvaise personne, il nous ennuiera 
chaque fois qu’il parle. Donc, à mon avis, pour 
maintenir une bonne amitié, chaque personne 
doit comprendre ses amis et essayer de les bien 
apprivoiser.

Cao Xuan Quy (Form 4)
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‘Kleider machen Leute’
Heutzutage spielen Kleider eine wichtige Rolle; vor 
allem bei Jugendlichen. Das Sprichwort: ‘Kleider 
machen Leute’, stimmt also in gewisser Weise, denn 
die Kleidung, die wir tragen, sagt etwas über unser 
Wesen und unsere Persönlichkeit.

Viele Jugendliche tragen ganz grelle Farben und 
ultra moderne Klamotten. Diese Teenager wollen 
Aufmerksamkeit auf sich lenken. Andere sind sehr 
modebewusst, und wollen gern Teil einer Gruppe 
sein. Sie imitieren gern andere Jugendliche; egal ob 
die Kleider ihnen stehen oder nicht. Es ist heutzutage 
meist akzeptabel wenn man in Jeans und T-Shirt 
herumläuft, solang die Kleidung sauber ist. Es 
gibt jedoch auch Gelegenheiten, wozu man besser 
angezogen sein sollte, zum Beispiel wenn man zu 
einer Hochzeit geht.

Es gibt manche Leute, die eine Vorliebe zu einer 
bestimmten Farbe haben und daher immer nur 
diegleiche Farbe tragen. Das kann jedoch schön 
langweilig werden. Man sagt, dass eine besondere 
Vorliebe zu einer Farbe, auch etwas aussagt über die 
Persönlichkeit eines Menschen.

Die Wahl der Kleidung spielt also eine ganz 
wichtige Rolle bei Beurteilung eines Menschen, 
denn man sagt: ‘Kleider machen Leute’.

Calvin Mole (Form 5)

‘Freude …’
Sie fragen, ‘Was ist Freude?’ Meiner Meinung nach, 
ist Freude ein sehr glückliches Gefühl, das man 
erlebt, wenn einem etwas positives passiert. Dann 
kann man auch tatsächlich vor Freude springen, 
tanzen, lachen oder singen. Was also immer stimmt, 
ist dass man bestimmt sehr gut gelaunt ist, wenn 
man Freude erfährt.

Freunde und Familie spielen oft auch eine große 
Rolle beim Erfahren von Freude. Meine Familie 
steht mir immer bei und ich kann alles mit meinen 
Eltern und meinem Bruder teilen. Wenn ich traurig 
bin, trösten sie mich immer. 

Ohne meine Familie und Freunde, könnte ich nie 
so glücklich sein.

Wenn ich so drüber nachdenke, weine ich selten 
vor Schmerzen oder weil ich traurig bin, sondern eher 
weil ich glücklich bin – ja, ich weine oft vor Freude!

Antony Vervoort (Form 5)

‘Der Sinn von Taschengeld’
Die meisten Jugendlichen wollen so schnell 
wie möglich unabhängig sein. Sie wollen selber 
wählen was sie kaufen, machen und wofür sie ihr 
Geld ausgeben. Taschengeld macht das möglich. 
Es gibt ihnen die Handlungsfreiheit, sie lernen 
verantwortungsvoll mit Geld umzugehen und 
werden so auch mehr selbständig.

Viele Jugendliche bekommen ihr Taschengeld von 
ihren Eltern. Sie bekommen einen Etat pro Monat 
und müssen damit alles kaufen was sie brauchen. 
Wenn sie verschwenderisch sind, ist das Geld 
schnell alle! Andere Jugendliche werden von den 
Eltern versorgt und können ihr ganzes Taschengeld 
nur für ihre Hobbys verwenden und eine dritte 
Gruppe, muss sich ihr Taschengeld selber verdienen, 
weil die Eltern ihnen überhaupt kein Taschengeld 
geben. Sie arbeiten dann gewöhnlich wochenends 
oder in den Ferien irgendwo. Der Vorteil ist, dass 
diese Jugendlichen den Wert des Geldes natürlich 
am schnellsten kennen und schätzen lernen, weil sie 
selber dafür arbeiten müssen.

Der wahre Sinn von Taschengeld, ist meiner 
Meinung nach, die Jugendlichen zu lehren 
verantwortungsvoll mit Geld umzugehen und sie so 
zu Selbständigkeit zu führen.

Niels Blommaert (Form 5)

‘Warum man Freunde braucht’
Ohne meine Freunde, wäre das Leben halb so schön. 
In meinem Leben habe ich viele Freunde. Sie spielen 
eine ganz wichtige Rolle bei mir. Ich kann mich auf 
meine Freunde verlassen; sie helfen mir immer wenn 
ich Probleme habe. Wenn ich traurig bin, trösten 
sie mich; wenn ich etwas erzählen will und gehört 
werden möchte, hören sie zu. Meine Freunde lassen 
mich einfach gut fühlen.

Wochenends gehen wir oft aus zum Abendessen 
oder ins Kino. Eigentlich kommt es nicht darauf an 
was wir machen – wir sind immer zusammen!

Solang ich meine Freunde habe, bin ich nie 
einsam und allein. Leute, die keine Freunde 
haben, tun mir wirklich leid. Ich weiss nicht wie 
sie glücklich sein können ohne Freunde zu haben 
– Ohne meine Freunde, könnte ich bestimmt nicht 
leben!

Reon van der Merwe (Form 5)
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Mein Traumberuf
Seit meiner Kindheit, interessiere ich mich schon für 
Medizin. Ich weiss, dass man lang studieren muss, 
aber es ist mir egal – ich will Arzt werden!

Arzt-sein, ist ein sehr befriedigender Beruf, denn 
man hilft kranken Menschen. Dabei verdient man 
auch gut und darum meine ich, dass es der geeignete, 
ja der perfekte Beruf ist für mich.

Mein Berufsziel zu erreichen, werde ich sehr 
tüchtig arbeiten müssen, aber dazu bin ich bestimmt 
bereit. Ich weiss, dass ich die Qualitäten und 
Fähigkeiten habe mein Ziel zu erreichen. Eines Tages 
werde ich meine eigne Praxis haben und Menschen 
in Not helfen können.

Die Aufgabe, die vor mir liegt ist groß; doch die 
Leidenschaft noch größer. Darum wird mein Traum 
Realität werden.

Andrew van der Westhuizen (Form 5) Anton Scholtz
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Art Department
Art department report
2007 saw much abrupt and unexpected change for 
the staff of the Art Department at PBHS. The most 
striking change was the departure of Mr Peter 
Binsbergen, who was in the employ of PBHS for over 
a decade, besides being an old boy who matriculated 
here. Mr Binsbergen took up a lectureship in Arts 
Education at the Education Faculty of the University 
of Pretoria. His mid-year departure left the Head 
of Department post vacant, which Mr Kai McEvoy 
stepped into for the rest of the year, while Mrs 
Cassandra Brennan took over Mr McEvoy’s old 
post. Ms Bezuidenhout will be taking over the Head 
of Department reins for the fi rst half of 2008.

As far as the development of the staff is 
concerned, Mrs Brennan, wife of Mr Nick Brennan, 
a housemaster at Rissik House, continues to work 
on her MA (Fine Arts) degree at the University of 
Pretoria, while Mr McEvoy completed his M Tech 
(Fine Arts) at the Tshwane University of Technology 
at the end of October. This culminated in an 
exhibition entitled [alined] … which was hosted at 
the Battissphere. April saw Ms Bezuidenhout and 
Mr McEvoy hold a two-person exhibition (entitled 
‘mere’) at the Battissphere, and the Battisphere 
also hosted numerous other exhibitions in 2007. 
Ms Bezuidenhout is in the preparatory process of 
pursuing her MA (Fine Arts) and we wish her all 
the best. 

Four students of the Art Department achieved 
beyond expectation at the International Youth Art 
Biennale. Herman le Roux, Eihorere Wesigye, 

Terence Phiri and Joachim Lubbe all achieved 
Gold Medals in their respective categories at this 
exhibition. This year also saw the Art department 
start an extensive outreach programme at the 
Masizane Primary School in Atteridgeville, where 
we are in the process of progressively repainting the 
decorative and educational murals.

This year, together with the Music Department, 
we went to see William Kentridge’s The Magic 
Flute, which culminated in an unexpected ad-hoc 
tour of the Constitutional Court of South Africa 
as a result of our bus breaking down at the Civic 
Theatre in Johannesburg. This little adventure was 
interesting as well as educational, as the theatre 
production was artful and the Constitutional Court 
is a spectacular feat of South African architecture. 
Both William Kentridge and the Constitutional 
Court are studied as part of our syllabus. We also 
contributed to a project by well-known local artist, 
Georgie Papageorge entitled Bloodlines. This project 
saw Papageorge erect a several miles long ‘washing 
line’ of artworks in the small Karoo as part of a Land 
Art project to uplift a small, strife-torn community 
with which she is working.

2007 was thus a productive, distinguished year 
for creativity and output by the Art Department. 
We wish to congratulate our matrics of 2007 on 
their outstanding set of fi nal matric results, which 
included twelve distinctions.

K McEvoy

Jan-Hendrik Schoeman Barry-Jay Van Wyk
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1.  I’ll be out there to umpire the second half just as soon as I’ve fi nished my 
drink.’ [Liam Housdon at one of the cricket matches.]

2.  ‘What a load of bull’ [The AHS mascot arrives at the annual rugby match 
vs PBHS]

3.  ‘Yes, the soles of your boots are defi nitely clean.’ [Slavish junior assistants 
to the 1st XV, at half-time]

4. ‘The sounds from this saxophone are wild.’ (Bush School pupil)
5.  ‘Mrs Albers, we know you were born in Italy, but aren’t you taking this mafi a 

connection to extremes?’ [Mafi a hit man and Mrs Albers at the staff dinner.]
6.  ‘Day boys vs boarders’ [A scene snapped by Mr Roger Herbert during the 

Form One orientation week: the boys were all in the hall.]

1 2

3 4

5

6
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1.  ‘Guys, these cricket budget cuts are getting 
ridiculous’ [1st Team players at the cricket dinner]

2.  ‘Mr Makhathini, I presume?’ (A Vena during 
the match against AHS)

3.  Headmaster: ‘Do you think anyone would 
notice if we dropped the last ten events?’ [Mr 
Schroder, Mr Franken, Mrs Albers and Miss 
Wroth at the Inter-House Athletics day.]

4.  ‘One day I’m going to be Number One’ [The First 
XV ‘mascot’ waits for a penalty to be taken.]

5.  ‘Okes, this magazine is going to pay big money 
for me as a centre-spread.’ [York Cunning on the 
Form 5 Geography tour to the Drakensberg]

1

54

3

2
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1. The fashion police arrive at the inter-house athletics …
2.  … and soon apprehend the fi rst culprit: ‘Where is your jacket and tie?’ 

[Mr McBride and Dr Lombard (left)]
3.  ‘You did it your way ... but don’t give up your day jobs just yet.’ 

[Messrs Anthony, Sommerville, Smuts and Acres at the staff dinner]
4.  ’No seriously, next year we’ll both be in the 1st XV …’ [Chatting up the talent 

at a 1st Team game]
5.  The 2007 Boys High line dancing team wows the crowd. [The Rissik House 

Form One group perform a haka imitation at the Inter-House Athletics]
6.  ‘From full metal jacket to full metal crutches is not good for my image!’ 

[Mr van Zyl arrives at a game, still recovering from an operation]

1

2

3

4

5 6
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Athletics Report
The 2007 Athletics season once again commenced 
with a closely contested Inter-House competition. 
Rissik House and Solomon House had a head to 
head contest for most of the day, with Rissik House 
eventually running out as the victors.

The School Championships was unfortunately 
not as well attended as in years gone by. Some fi ne 
performances were, however, recorded.

The Inter-School meets were all closely contested. 
The Annual Athletics match against King Edwards 
VII School was won on the last race of the day. The 
triangular meet against Afrikaanse Hoër Seunskool 
and King Edward VII School saw PBHS also win on 
the last event of the day. PBHS, KES and AHS all 
have very competent athletics teams which make for 
good competitive meets. The Inter-High results bear 
testimony to the close fi nishes which characterised 
much of the season. The PBHS athletes had to dig 
deep on many occasions. This brought out the best 
in them. A total of twenty records was set and reset 
during the course of the short athletics season. A 
few that need special mention are:
• J Muchenje set a new U14 400 m Inter-House 

record of 55,2 seconds. The old record of 55,4 
seconds was set by R Arnison in 1995. He also 
equalled the 200 m School record held by D 
Winterton since 1999.

• T Chikukwa set a new U19 100 m Hurdles Inter-
House record of 13,3 seconds. The old record of 
13,4 seconds was held by F Pashiou since 1977. 
He also set a new U19 100 m Hurdles Track 
record of 13,1 seconds over the old record of 13,2 
set by D Preston (KES) in 1988.

• B de Klerk, B Motlhatlhego, C Drepaniotis and N 
Mills set a new U17 4 × 100 m relay School record 
with a time of 43,30 seconds over 44,30 seconds 
which had been set by J P Ferreira, B Gildenhuys, 
M Evans and D Verissimo in 2000.

• T Chikukwa, P de Chalain, O Seabela and M 
Toweel set a new U19 4 × 100 m relay Inter-
House record with a time of 44,3 seconds over 

 44,9 seconds which had been set by H Windell, D 
Eigner, A Oberem and K Kekana in 1996.

• B Motlhatlhego set a new U17 Triple Jump Inter-
House record of 14,64 m over 14,08 m which had 
been set by T Iraka in 1994. Boipelo also set a new 
School record of 15,26 m over 14,73 m which had 
been set by T Iraka in 1993.

• B Motlhatlhego set a new U17 Long Jump School 
record of 7,23 m over 6,91 m which had been set 
by D Maphuta in 2002.

• L le Roux set a new U16 Discus School record 
of 48,53 m over 45,58 m which had been set by 
W Kuit in 1996. He also set a new Track record 
of 47,58 m.

The following athletes are to be congratulated for 
setting new records at the Annual Inter-High:
M Calitz U14 1500m
B Motlhatlhego U17 100 m Hurdles
  U17  Triple Jump
  U17  Long Jump
E Segole U15 Triple Jump
The U15 4 × 100 m relay team:
R Collins
E Segole
F Casillo
H Olmesdahl
The U17 4 × 100 m relay team equalled the record:
B de Klerk
B Motlhatlhego
N Mills
C Drepaniotis

Boipelo Mothlathlego must be congratulated on 
being selected to represent South Africa at the World 
Youth Championships. He is currently ranked 8th in 
the world for the U17 Triple Jump.

A big thanks is extended to the Athletics Captain, 
Boitumelo Malope, for a job well done.

P Ewart-Phipps, MIC

SP
O

RT
Athletics
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Inter-house athletics – Andrew Johnson cup
1. Rissik    460
2. Solomon   4 492
3. School   3 952
4. Armstrong   3 542
5. Hofmeyr   3 502
6. Abernethy   2 992
7. Matheson   290
8. Town    287
9. Sunnyside   2 682
10. Arcadia   237

65th annual athletics match
1. Pretoria Boys High School  345
2. King Edward VII School  342

Inter-school meets
Triangular meet
1. Pretoria Boys High School  247
2. Afrikaanse Hoër Seunskool  246
3. King Edward VII School  225

Triangular meet
1. Pretoria Boys High School  348
2. King Edward VII School  315.5
3. St Johns College   60.5

Triangular meet
1. Pretoria Boys High School  5 262
2. Afrikaanse Hoër Seunskool  4 312
3. Parktown Boys High School 272

26th annual inter-high – A team 
1. Afrikaanse Hoër Seunskool  388
2. Pretoria Boys High School  374
3. King Edward VII School  371
4. Parktown Boys High School 226
5. Jeppe High School for Boys 214
6. St Albans College  188
7. St Johns College   145

Annual inter-high – b team
1. Pretoria Boys High School  2 382
2. St Benedicts College (A Team) 2 222
3. King Edward VII School  201
4. Afrikaanse Hoër Seunskool  1 922
5. Parktown Boys High School 1 482

Cup and trophy awards

Roley Hewkins Cup – Senior Inter-House Relay
Solomon House: T Chikukwa
   O Seabela
   M Toweel
   P de Chalain

Franke Row Cup – Junior Inter-House Relay
Rissik House: R Collins
   E van der Walt
   D Lucas
   W Machete

Best Junior Athletics Cup
Awarded to the U14 or U15 athlete who scores the most points 
for his school at Inter-School meets.
Runner-up: J Muchenje 82 points
Winner:  E Segole  100 points

Alan van Vollenhoven Hurdles Trophy
Awarded for the fastest 100 m hurdle time of the year.
Runner-up: T Chikukwa 13,1
Winner:  B Motlhatlhego 12,8

Tim Hill Trophy
Awarded for the best U17 or U19 single athletics performance 
of the year according to the ABSA TABLES.
Runner-up: T Lebelo  935 points
Winner:  B Motlhatlhego 1 035 points

Hannan Cup
Awarded to the athlete in the U17/U19 age group who has 
scored the highest number of points at the School Athletics 
Championship.
Runner-up: T Chikukwa 21 points
Winner:  B Motlhatlhego 25 points

Victor Ludorum Awards
2007 School Athletics Championships
U14  Runners-up: A Letsholonyane 7 points
    D Haynes  11 points
  Winner:  J Muchenje 30 points
U15  Runners-up: S de Waal  11 points
    M Light  11 points
  Winner:  E Segole  20 points
U16  Runners-up: L le Roux  9 points
    G Konopi  9 points
  Winner:  B Anderson 23 points
U17  Runners-up: B de Klerk  112 points
    T Lebelo  13 points
  Winner:  B Motlhatlhego 25 points
U19  Runners-up: P Molele  8 points
    M Toweel  9 points
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Athletics colours awards 2007

Half colours re-award
T Blignaut
Half colours
E Segole
L Ramakgopa
A Jacobs
C MacClements
D McCarthy
C van der Westhuizen
G Crankshaw
D van der Westhuizen
J Fourie
B Anderson
Honours re-award
B Motlhatlhego
T Chikukwa

Full colours re-award
O Seabela
Full colours
T Lebelo
B de Klerk
J Vermaak
C Keeny
M Sykes
C Drepaniotis
N Mills
P de Chalain
M Toweel
Honours
L le Roux
B Theron
R Collins

Athletics A team

Front Row L–R: P de Chalain, T Chikukwa, K Meyer, G Currie, M Sykes, G Crankshaw, E Gouws, T Malope, B de Jongh, 
D van der Westhuizen, M Toweel, C Keany, O Marothodi, P Beckwith.

Second Row L–R: Mr L Keeton, T Rasebotsa, G Konopi, V Zulu, K Mokale, M Taderera, P Kyei, C MacClements, B Motlhatlehego, B de Klerk, 
K Matang, C Cilliers, T Ramakgoakgoa, N Korb, 

N Mills, M Mole, G Segabutle, B Ward, D Setshogoe, D Clark.
Third Row L–R: M Malan, A Letsholonye, K Semenye, F Casillo, M Light, K Loots, I Segole, T Mphelo, D Morris, D Hayes, S Appelgryn, 

D van Heerden, K McNerney, J Mouton, K Kasure, 
D Jacobs, A Jacobs, S de Waal, Mr P Ewart-Phipps.

Fourth Row L–R: T Kau, M Currie, H Olmesdahl, J Fourie, M Adamson, D Mole, J le Grange, J Fourie, J Joubert, S Tucker, M Calitz, 
M Russel, F du Toit, J Chamberlain.

Back Row L–R: Mr M Evans, T Kau, M Marais, B Appelgryn, K Handley, C van der Westhuizen, L le Roux, J Nel, T Sanders, M Hatton, 
L Ngubegusha, M Bosch. 
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2007 School championships

U14 Event First Second Third T/H/D

100 m
200 m
400 m
800 m
1 500 m
80m Hurdles
High Jump
Long Jump
Triple Jump
Discus
Javelin
Shot Put

J Muchenje
J Muchenje
J Muchenje
R de Waal
N Fitchat
J Muchenje
J Chamberlain
J Muchenje
J Muchenje
D Hayes
R de Klerk
D Hayes

K Mokale
A Letsholonyane
R Beckwith
R Beckwith
–
K Diseko
T Sanders/ K Diseko
A Letsholonyane
J Hassett
R Reynders
A Jacobs
M da Silva

A Letsholonyane
G Gailey
R de Waal
N Fitchat
–
R de Klerk
–
K Diseko
K Diseko
T Pieters
D Hayes
M Lombard

12.2
24.6
55.2
2:24.9
5:56.2
11.5
1.6m
5.61m
11.02m
32.11m
39.34m
11.62m

U15 Event First Second Third T/H/D

100 m
200 m
400 m
800 m
1 500 m
100 m Hurdles
High Jump
Long Jump
Triple Jump
Discus
Javelin
Shot Put

F Casillo
F Casillo
E Segole
T Baloyi
M Anderson
M Light
L Ramokgopa
E Segole
E Segole
S de Waal
J Leppan
S de Waal

H Olmesdahl
E Segole
M Light
J Herbst
–
J Fourie
M Light
H Olmesdahl
P Kyei
D Clark
S Appelgryn
K Loots

J Fourie
K McNerney
M Adamson
D van Wyk
–
E Segole
E Segole
S Tucker
S Tucker
S Schnetler
S de Waal
K McNerney

11.9
24.6
56.0
2:21.2
5:39.2
14.3
1.82m
5.86m
12.26m
33.45m
43.02m
12.08m

U16 Event First Second Third T/H/D

100 m
200 m
400 m
800 m
1 500 m
3 000 m
100 m Hurdles
High Jump
Long Jump
Triple Jump
Discus
Javelin
Shot Put

B Anderson
B Anderson
C Gultig
M Taderera
K Mabe 
B Ward
M Moloko
J van den Boogaard/J Fourie
B Anderson
C Landsberg
L le Roux
B Anderson
C MacClements

J Fourie
B Drepaniotis
B Anderson
G Konopi
G Konopi
G Konopi
N Truter
–
A Jacobs
T Mphelo
L Ngubegusha
A Jacobs
L le Roux

A Jacobs
N Truter
C Healy
K Mabe
L Ntambi
B Burger
T Ndlala
L le Roux
C Landsberg
J Nel
L van Biljon
B Appelgryn
K Handley

11.8
24.3
56.2
2:18.3
4:43.2
11:09.6
14.7
1.75m
6.00m
11.93m
41.80m
53.50m
13.47m

U17 Event First Second Third T/H/D

100 m
200 m
400 m
800 m
1 500 m
300m Hurdles
High Jump
Long Jump
Triple Jump
Discus
Javelin
Shot Put

B Motlhatlhego
B de Klerk
T Lebelo
T Lebelo
–
B Motlhatlhego
B Motlhatlhego
B Motlhatlhego
B Motlhatlhego
J Vermaak
C Cilliers
C van der Westhuizen

T Lebelo
N Mills
K Matang
C Barreiro
–
S Wa Kalonji
D McArthy/Z Sujee
B de Klerk
B de Klerk
J Jardim
K Middleton 
J Vermaak

B de Klerk/N Mills
W Kraak
L Brumer
–
–
L Raseroka
–
V Zulu
T Ramokgoakgoa
C van der Westhuizen
J le Grange
K Middleton

11.1
23.2
52.4
2:06.8
–
13.5
1.90m
6.09m
14.30
40.21m
45.73m
13.53m
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U19 Event First Second Third T/H/D

100 m
200 m
400 m
800 m
1 500 m
3 000 m
100 m Hurdles
300m Hurdles
High Jump
Long Jump
Triple Jump
Discus
Javelin
Shot Put

T Chikukwa
T Chikukwa
M Toweel
T Marx
–
–
T Chikukwa
N Korb
C Keeny
P Molele 
T Chikukwa
K Meyer
T Blignaut
E Gouws

M Toweel
P de Chalain
–
–
–
–
B Theron
M Moloko 
R van der Schyff
G Crankshaw
P Molele
J Schutte
R Gien
R Gien

P Molele
M Toweel
–
–
–
–
–
–
T Blignaut
T Chikukwa
G Crankshaw
D Gilham
M Mole
M Marais 

11.4
23.0
53.9
2:16.4
–
–
13.9
46.1
1.80m
5.85m
13.11m
37.26m
52.30m
12.27m
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Athletics records as at 01 November 2007
Track  – Held by any athlete
Inter-House –  At Inter-House and School Championships. If a new record is set a new track and school record could also be set.
School – New record set at any meet.

Age Athlete T/H/D Record Year set Age Athlete T/H/D Record Year set

100 m 200 m

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

Z Stephens
O Marothodi
B Alberts (CRS)
F Eghan
R Collins
B Alberts (CRS)
R Williams
N Korb
N Korb
O Marothodi
R Williams 
R Williams
J Irwin (KES)
R Karp

11.9
11.3
11.4
11.5
10.6
10.9
11.3
11.3
10.4
10.8
10.9
10.8
10.7
10.7

IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
Equals IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH/School/Track

1997
2003
1987
1996
2007
1988
1986
2006
2006
2005
1987
1987
1999
1985

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

Z Stephens
D Winterton
J Muchenje
B Alberts (CRS)
M Sandman
R Collins
M Arnold (Jeppe)
R Green
O Marothodi
N Korb
D Winterton
R Williams
N Jordaan
H Hoogenboezem 
(AHS)
R Karp

24.2
23.5
23.5
23.5
23.8
21.9
22.7
23.0
22.5
22.5
22.1
22.4
22.2
22.1

21.8

IH
School
Equals School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Equals School
Track
IH
School
Track

IH/School/Track

1997
1999
2007
1987
1995
2007
2005
1993
2005
2006
2001
1987
2005
2007

1985

400 m 800 m

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

J Muchenje
J Mouton
J Mouton
G Hulse
T Lebelo
P Harmse (AHS)
E Labuschagne
C Marais
J Mouton
C Marais
B Bonner
C Marais
R Frohling
R Williams

55.2
52.5
54.1
52.7
51.2
51.5
50.7
50.1
50.5
52.2
49.9
50.0
49.6
48.8

IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School/Track

2007
1999
1999
1974
2005
2005
1973
2005
2001
2006
2004
2006
1972
1988

U14

U15
U16

U17

U19

G Hulse
M Blew
N Dlamini (KES)
G Hulse
P Kaal
T Lebelo
M Harding
T Malope
M Blew
R Frohling

2.09.5
2.06.4
2.08.1
2.04.6
1.59.3
1.59.0
1.59.8
1.58.4
1.59.5
1.55.0

IH
School
Track
IH/School/Track
IH/Track
School
IH
School
Track
IH/School/Track

1973
2001
2004
1974
1965
2006
1996
2006
2004
1972

1 500 m 3 000 m

U14

U15

U16
U17

U19

T Mohuba
M Calitz
M Calitz
N Janse van 
Rensburg
B O’Neil
P Kaal
R Gray
T Malope
P Kaal

4.41.2
4.32.5
4.35.9
4.34.5

4.19.4
4.12.0
4.16.0
4.08.1
3.59.6

IH
School
Track
IH

School/Track
IH/School/Track
IH/Track
School
IH/School/Track

1996
2007
2007
1997

1988
1965
1994
2006
1966

U15
U16

U17

U19

B O’Neil
T Johnston
R de Jongh
J Watson
N Janse van 
Rensburg
A Pirie
S Clayden

9.33.3
10.02.5
9.42.8
9.42.9
9.33.9

9.25.3
8.49.7

IH/School/Track
IH
School
Track
IH/Track

School
IH/School/Track

1988
2000
1995
2003
1999

1999
1979

80 m Hurdles 300 m Hurdles

U14 T Nkosana
T Chikukwa
T Lowe (KES)

11.7
11.3
11.1

IH
School
Track

2004
2003
2007

U19 R Williams
R Williams

39.0
37.5

IH
School/Track

1988
1988
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Age Athlete T/H/D Record Year set Age Athlete T/H/D Record Year set

100 m Hurdles High jump

U15

U16

U17

U19

T Chikukwa
N Korb
M Delaney
W Gabryk
R Williams
T Chikukwa
B Motlhatlhego
D Malherbe (KES)
T Chikukwa
T Chikukwa

13.5
13.1
13.5
13.1
13.3
13.3
12.8
13.1
13.3
13.1

IH
School/Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School/Track

2004
2005
1973
2000
1986
2006
2007
1995
2007
2007

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

F Potgieter
G Mitchley (Jeppe)
F Potgieter
F Potgieter
R Wegerle
J Kambourides
F Potgieter
F Potgieter
J Kambourides
J Kambourides

1.80 m
1.82 m
1.96 m
2.03 m
1.94 m
1.94 m
2.00 m
2.06 m
2.00 m
2.10 m

IH
School/Track
IH
School/Track
IH
Equals IH
School/Track
IH/School/Track
IH
School/Track

1992
1988
1993
1993
1980
1987
1994
1995
1988
1988

Javelin Triple jump

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

F Saayman
G van Velze (AHS)
G Smit
K van der 
Westhuizen
(AHS)
T Blignaut
N Fourie
N Fourie 
R Gien
A Floudiotis 
B Liebenberg
A Floudiotis
A Floudiotis

50.00 m
50.09 m
55.98 m
58.84 m

56.01 m
60.79 m
62.90 m
59.50 m
63.32 m
54.15 m
66.09 m
57.50 m

IH/School
Track
IH/School
Track

 
IH
School
Track
IH/Track
School
IH
School
Track

1992
2002
1992
1994

2005
2004
2004
2005
2002 
1997
2003
2003

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

W Gabryk
E Segole
E Segole
T Iraka
N Mokotedi
T Iraka
B Motlhatlhego
B Motlhatlhego
B Motlhatlhego
T Iraka
N Martin
T Iraka
M Enell (KES)

12.03 m
13.55
12.72 m
13.57 m
13.63 m
13.81 m
14.81 m
14.64 m
15.26 m
14.73 m
13.45 m
13.94 m
13.83 m

IH
School
Track
IH/Track
School
IH
Track/School
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track

1997
2006
2006
1992
2002
1993
2006
2007
2007
1994
1989
1994
1990

Long jump Discus

U14

U15
U16

U17

U19

Z Stephens
O Marothodi
K Moorcroft (KES)
T Iraka
F Eghan
T Iraka
H Bond
B Mothlatlhego
T Iraka
T Iraka
D Strydom (AHS)

5.92 m
6.24 m
6.02 m
6.66 m
6.66 m
6.82 m
6.68 m
7.23 m
6.78 m
6.99 m
6.96 m

IH
School
Track
IH/School/Track
IH
School/Track
IH
School
Track
IH/School
Track

1997
2003
2003
1992
1997
1993
1996
2007
1994
1994
1994

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

L le Roux
L le Roux
J van Wyk (AHS)
L le Roux
L le Roux
J van Wyk (AHS)
W Kuit
L le Roux
L le Roux
W Coetzee
W Coetzee
W Coetzee
W Coetzee
W Coetzee
J van Wyk (AHS)

41.59 m
51.45 m
55.56 m
56.44 m
60.71 m
59.48 m
45.58 m
48.53 m
47.58 m
48.50 m
50.46 m
49.64 m
47.16 m
48.05 m
60.92 m

IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track

2005
2005
1994
2006
2006
1995
1996
2007
2007
2001
2001
2001
2002
2002
1998

The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:146The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:146 2008/06/06   02:52:48 PM2008/06/06   02:52:48 PM



The Pretorian 147

Athletics

SP
O

RT

Shot put 4 × 100 m Relay

U14

U15

U16

U17

U19

W Kuit
P Fourie
J van Wyk (AHS)
G van Heerden
H Bantjes
J van Wyk (AHS)
H Bantjes
H Bantjes
H Bantjes
A Mabbett
G van Heerden
F Slabbert
J Smit
G van Heerden
J van Wyk (AHS)

13.37 m
14.94 m
16.30 m
14.61 m
16.44 m
17.95 m
14.57 m
15.27 m
14.84 m
15.12 m
15.97 m
16.62 m
15.00 m
15.65 m
18.76 m

IH
School
Track
IH
School 
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School
Track
IH
School 
Track

1994
1999
1994
1998
2002
1995
2004
2004
2004
1984
2000
2002
1996
2001
1998

U14 School House
S van der Westhuizen
B Crowther
G Mattey
S Lindeman
D Winterton
J Mongalo
C Loubser
B Makavini 
AHS

49.1

46.9

47.3

IH

School

Track

1996

1999

2006

4 × 100 m Relay

U15 School House
A Dittberner
R Arnison
S Lawrence
F Eghan
PBHS
G Burnett
P de Chalain
R Carolissen
O Marothodi
AHS

46.8

45.2

44.8

IH

School

Track

1996

2004

2005

U16 School House
A Dittberner
R Arnison
F Eghan
S Lawrence
PBHS
O Marothodi
P de Chalain
E Godden
R Carolissen
KES

45.0

43.9

43.9

IH

School/Track

Equals Track

1997

2005

2007

U17 School House
D Warren
T Vlok
G van der 
Westhuizen
M Hartzenberg
B de Klerk
B Mothlatlhego
C Drepaniotis
N Mills
AHS

44.9

43.30

43.00

IH

School

Track

2004

2007

2007

U19 Solomon House
T Chikukwa
P de Chalain
O Seabela
M Toweel
PBHS
T Chikukwa
P de Chalain
M Toweel
O Seabela
KES

44.3

43.1

43.3

IH

School

Track

2007

2007

1995
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1st Basketball team
The season started off with a few narrow losses 
to Bishop Bavin and St Johns but the team was 
determined to pull through and show what they 
were made of. The fi rst tournament was the St 
Benedict’s tournament, where the First Team 
fi nished third behind KES and St Johns. This was 
a good refl ection of the team’s hard work, beating 
two teams to whom they had previously lost. The 
second tournament held was the KES tournament, 
which was held at Wits Indoor courts. Boys High 
won convincingly beating KES, Sacred Heart, St 
Johns and St Benedict’s. This was a huge payoff for 
all the hard training. The third tournament was the 
St Johns tournament where the team came second 
behind St Johns. 

The second term started off with the Pretoria 
League where Boys High defeated all the teams in 
their pool apart from BEES. We lost very narrowly 
due to injuries sustained by two of the players. Boys 
High qualifi ed for the semifi nal playing against St 
Albans, our rivals. The boys played their hearts out, 
fi ghting for every ball and never giving up. In the 
end the boys lost by four baskets. Much credit must 
be given to the First Team for their never-say-die 
attitude and their sportsmanlike behaviour. It was 
a great privilege to coach these young men and I 
hope to be seeing many of them playing in the NBA 
soon.

Wesley Diepering, Coach

SP
O

RT
Basketball

Front Row L–R: B Theron, M Mulaudzi, T Matsebula (Vice-Captain), W Jumat (Captain), S Magagula, K Ditsebe, K Mmango.
Back Row L–R: Mr M Nkomo (M-I-C), D Roebuck, A Yenana, N Blommaert, S Ngcwangu, Mr W Diepering (Coach).

1st Team Basketball report
The season started off with a few narrow losses 
to Bishop Bavin and St Johns but the team was 
determined to pull through and show what they were 
made of. The fi rst tournament was the St Benedict’s 
Tournament, where the fi rst team fi nished third 
behind KES and St Johns. This was a good refl ection 
of their hard work, beating two teams to whom they 
had previously lost. The second tournament was the 
KES Tournament which was held at the Wits indoor 
courts. Boys High won convincingly, beating KES, 
Sacred Heart, St Johns and St Benedicts. This was 
a huge pay-off for all the hard training. The third 
tournament was the St John’s Tournament where 
our First Team came second behind St Johns. 

The second term started off with the Pretoria 
League where Boys High defeated all the teams in 
their pool, besides BEES. We lost very narrowly due 
to injuries sustained by two of the players. PBHS 
qualifi ed for the semi-fi nal against St Albans, our 
old rivals. The boys played their hearts out, fi ghting 
for every ball and never giving up. In the end we 
lost by four baskets. 

Much credit must go to the First Team for their 
never-say-die attitude and their great sportsmanship. 
It was a privilege to coach these young men and I 
hope to see many of them playing in the NBS soon.

W Diepering, Coach

1st Team Basketball
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Basketball
U16A Basketball
The members of the U16A team have performed 
extremely well as a team and it was an honour to 
captain such a dedicated and high-spirited team.
We performed very well throughout the year with 
many victories. Some of these included scores of over 
a hundred point victories. We narrowly managed 
to beat our main Johannesburg rival, KES, in the 
fi rst term. We also beat our main Pretoria rival, St 
Albans, convincingly in the Pretoria League. We 
won the Pretoria League for the third year in a row 
Brian Tsabadi was the MVP and I received an All-
Star award.

The best player of the team and a player who can 
go very far in the sport was Brian. Shakung 

performed extremely well and Fhumi was an 
excellent point guard. Mbavhalelo Masakona, aka, 
‘Swift Sniper’ defi nitely had the biggest heart, 
although he was the shortest post in the league.
Fhumulani Maboho
Lefatsi Shakung
Brian Tsabadi
Christopher Ashworth
Mbavhalelo Masakona
Thato Ditsebe
Lesli Nteta

Christopher Ashworth

U15A Basketball 
Last year was a fantastic year for the U15A basketball 
team: we won the majority of our games and lost 
some by the narrowest of margins. This outstanding 
feat could not have been reached without individual 
players. Firstly, we had Mpelegeng Ngwato who was 
positioned down low, dominating rebounds as well 
as scoring on the offensive side. Secondly, we had 
Lebogang Ramokgopa who was set up in the centre, 
intimidating opponents with his vertical lift and good 
anticipation of what the person on the ball was going 
to do, therefore creating turnovers for us. Next, we 
had Leslie Nteta holding the shooting guard position 
and, with his long range shooting abilities, was able 

to draw defenders, creating space for other players. At 
point-guard we had Bulelani Ntsaluba who was able 
to keep cool no matter what the score was and was 
able to intimidate opponents with his ball handling 
skills. When the game slowed down we had Hlangi 
Mhlongo, aka the energy bunny, to put pressure on 
the opponents point-guard. He was defi nitely our best 
defensive player. 

Lastly, and most importantly, the coaching staff, 
which included Mr Jordan and Tumelo. Without 
their leadership we would not have been able to 
achieve so many wins.
Bulelani Ntsaluba, Captain

This page is sponsored by Shavex (Shaving Bump Solutions)
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Basketball
U14A Basketball
After a shaky start to the season, mostly because we 
were all new to the game, the U14A side came back 
fi ghting. This was largely due to the commitment 
of our players and the dedication of our excellent 
coach, Ranks. A few good players of the U14 side 
were Michael Leask and Daniel Sixel for their 
excellent defending skills, Louis Wolf and Pearson 
Pretorius for their excellent shooting skills and 
Kutlwano Mafulako, aka ‘Slick,’ for his amazing 
shooting and dribbling skills. In the Pretoria League 
we came second overall, losing only to Willowridge 
in the last game by a mere three points. The All-Stars 
from Pretoria Boys High School were Kutlwano 

Mafulako and Lihleli Yenana and the MVP (Most 
Valuable Player) was Pearson Pretorius who is a 
great all-round player.

I would like to thank all the coaches who put both 
time and effort into the team and a special thanks 
to Mr Jordan and Mr Nkomo for organising all our 
games. Sadly we said goodbye to both of them at the 
end of 2007, as well as to our coach, Ranks. This is a 
great loss to the basketball community at Boys High 
and they will be sorely missed. Mr Petje will be taking 
the place of Mr Nkomo as MIC Basketball in 2008.

James Ashworth
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Climbing
We have had a very good year with many of the 
boys pushing themselves to better their grades.
Luke Harrison was the Captain of climbing this year, 
which he fulfi lled with enthusiasm and friendliness. 
He led by example in setting goals for the boys and 
encouraging them to try and attain them. He is on 
his way to getting his Full Colours with one of his 
climbs, a 23, under his belt.

The group this year topped its highest number 
with over fi fty-fi ve starting out, which levelled out 
to about forty-fi ve regular climbers. Climbing took 
place again throughout the year which has led to 
most of them learning to lead climb. Many of the 
boys are now working towards half and full colours 
and this has resulted in much competition between 
themselves. The standard this year has been the 
highest we have seen.

We made a number of trips to Chospile near 
Hartebeespoort dam which gave the boys the 

opportunity to do some climbs on natural rock, 
some for the fi rst time. We also took a group across 
to the barn (an inside climbing wall) a number of 
times which also brought in variation to the climbs 
at PBHS. The boys have been using the bouldering 
wall in the gym to a greater extent this year which 
has also improved their endurance and techniques.
We had a very successful trip to Waterval Boven, 
over the weekend of the Rugby World Cup, where a 
number of the boys did climbs towards their colours. 
They were very enthusiastic about the climbing but 
they did take time out to watch the game which was 
enjoyed by all with the locals.

My thanks go to the boys for their enthusiasm and 
love for the sport, and to Mr Patrick Black who has 
given advice and encouragement on all the trips out, 
and overseen all the safety and expertise required.

Mrs S Black, Teacher in charge
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Climbing

1. Luke Harrison at Waterval Boven
2. Warrick Black at Waterval Boven
3. Warrick Black at Waterval Boven
4.  Back Row (L–R) Keegan Black, Luke Harrison, Wesley Black, Joshua Nel, Shaun Cottrell
 Front Row (L–R) Michael Harrison, Gert Pietersen, D J le Toux, Des Fourie
5. Shaun Cottrell at Waterval Boven

1 2 3

4

5
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Cricket report

Awards and provincial selection

Northerns U15
C Abrams
J P Tlokotsi

Northerns U17
T Matsapola 
B le Roux
G van Buuren

Northerns U19
I Hendricks
S Naidoo

Half colours
A Botes
N Fourie
R Lancefield
B le Roux
M Sykes
S Twiname

Full colours
I Hendricks  Re-award
E Gouws
S Naidoo
G van Buuren
J van Bylevelt

Honours
C Morris

Jeffrey Trophy for best bowler – E Gouws
Paul Hector Trophy for best batsman – I Hendricks, G van Buuren
Justin Burrow Memorial Trophy for enthusiasm and commitment to cricket – E Gouws
The Jack Jones Greenwall Trophy for sportsmanship in cricket – A Botes

As I write my last report for the Pretorian memories 
keep fl ooding back:

Tea at the old cricket nets behind Brooks fi eld; Will 
Hofmeyr and Charlie Mulvenna having their tea 
sent across from the cricket pavilion every practice 
at 3:30 pm on the dot; tens of little boys playing U14 
league cricket all over the place, including ‘C’ fi eld 
which is where the cricket nets and basketball courts 
are now situated. The league was run by Terence 
Mulvenna and Terence Ashton who were legends 
in their time at the school. The league was for boys 
who did not play for the school. Boys High only had 
six teams at that time, now there are 26 teams.

Masters’ league was very similar to the U14 league 
but mainly for more senior boys. Many titanic battles 
took place with Masters not speaking to each other 
for weeks. John Oehley and Eddie Dorey still don’t 
speak to each other! 

Many happy hours umpiring on Hofmeyr Oval. I 
almost caused a fi re one afternoon when I dropped 
my cigarette butt at square leg and when I came 
back at the end of the over a patch of grass was 
smouldering – it had been a very dry summer!
Many, many trips to Michaelmas, some on the train, 
others by car and now by hired bus. I have made 
many friends at the Michaelmas week, particularly 
from Maritzburg College.

Travelling on the bus to Johannesburg on a 
Saturday morning where the Under 14s had to sing 
to the matrics, all in good fun.

Mothers who helped to prepare lunches and 
teas: Myra Bielich, mother of Basil who played in 
1979/1980, Maureen Erasmus, (mother of Lance and 

David and grandmother to Murray, now captaining 
the U14A team), Fiona Banyard (mother of Richard 
and Stephen) and Kim Brosnan, Jenny Jeffrey and, 
fi nally, Vicky Crankshaw, who all contributed to 
making Boys High the best hosting school in the 
world.

In 1966, when I started, the school had two turf 
wickets, a couple of matting wickets on gravel fi elds 
and four coir mats for nets. Things have progressed 
somewhat over the years. The school now has six turf 
wickets and a fl icx wicket, six turf nets and ten artifi cial 
nets. Two men have been in charge of the maintenance 
of these facilities, Jonas Mabe, who is deceased, and 
Abraham Shalang, both these gentlemen have given 
unparalleled service to the school.

There have been many staff members who have 
coached cricket during this period: Will Hofmeyr 
1st XI coach for over 30 years; Charlie Mulvenna, 
a legend for his involvement with South African 
Schools’ cricket; Jim Pressdee and Denis Lindsay, 
our school professionals for many years and Jannie 
Biddulph and David Ansell who both coached the 
fi rst eleven. Andrew de Kock is now in charge of the 
1st XI with the help of Mornay van Zyl who is the 
school coach. 

As a mathematician, I thought a few statistics 
might be of interest: During the period when I was 
in charge of cricket, the 1st XI played 720 games, 
the number of balls bowled was 720 × 100 overs 
equals 72 000, multiplied by six balls per over equals 
432 000 balls bowled, give or take a thousand! I have 
loved watching every one of them, except of course, 
when those took Boys High wickets.
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Once again, it is my job to thank all the people 

involved with the running of cricket at Boys High:
To the coaches, both staff and students, for the many 
hours coaching and umpiring. Abraham and I have 
been friends for almost 40 years. He continues to 
give of his time and energy producing pitches of the 
highest standard. 

Vicky, her able assistant, Paulina and the cricket 
mothers have continued to produce wonderful teas 
and lunches. Andrew de Kock has had a tough 
year as the 1st XI coach, but I believe there will be 
a complete turnaround in the new year. ‘Hang in 
there, Andrew’. Michael Housdon, who continues 
to do an excellent job as Head of Sport.

Mornay van Zyl has taken on the position as 
school cricket coach with enthusiasm and passion. 
Keep up the good work.

The Headmaster, Bill Schroder has always supported 
everything ‘cricket’. During his time as Headmaster 
the facilities have become the best in Gauteng and 
probably in the country. I would, personally, like to 
thank him for all his support over the years.

Finally, I cannot complete the report without 
paying tribute to my wife, Liz, without whose love 
and loyalty I would not have survived the many 
cricketing highs and lows over the years.
‘Long live cricket at Boys High.’

Paul Sommerville Cricket report 2007
The school has done very well again this year as far 
as results are concerned. All the coaches have done 
sterling work for the school, as usual. It is normal for 
us to be looking specifi cally at the 1st XI results but 
it is still important for the school as a whole to do 
well. Yes, the fi rst team might not have done so well 
but they have matured into good cricketers and have 
been unlucky. At times they must have wondered 
what they could do to win matches. When you are 
struggling you have to make your own luck which 
is not always that easy. 

One of the major problems is that we carry twenty 
two cricket sides and that we cannot fi nd enough 
matches for the boys to play on a regular basis. KES 
and Affi es are the only schools that can give us close 
to the number of matches required. The boys are still 
very keen to represent their school at sport and feel a 
pride in playing and being successful. 

As the new school head coach I defi nitely saw a 
different side to players and coaches. It was very 
enjoyable to interact with so many boys and also 
to see how the coaches interact with the boys. It 
showed me that there is a great passion for the game 
of cricket at Boys High.

Mornay van Zyl, Head Coach

Mr Reliable, Ethan Gouws, showing his good action against KES

Graeme van Buuren guiding the ball to the off side for one of his quick 
singles
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1st Cricket team
The fi rst match of the year was against Selborne 
College. The team put on a great fi elding 
performance, skittling the opposition out for 154. 
Iain Hendricks took 4 for 17. We found ourselves in 
a bit of trouble chasing the core but a gutsy 69 run 
partnership by Stanley Twiname (48*) and Shershan 
Naidoo (26) saw the team home with a great start to 
the year and a 5 wicket win.

The fi rst match against KES was a low scoring 
affair played in cool conditions on a dampish pitch. 
KES batted fi rst, scoring 142. Everyone in the team 
chipped in on the fi eld, the wicket being spread 
amongst all the bowlers. A good opening partnership 
of 39 put us well on the way but KES fought back 
and, by the second last over, KES needed one wicket 
and we needed 8 runs. Ethan Gouws and Nathan 
Fourie fought hard and, with seven balls to go we 
needed 7 runs. Nathan was unfortunately run out 
and we lost the match, with one over to spare, by 
six runs.

PBHS must think that the gods have something 
against them as they lost on the last ball against 
Kearsney, after losing on the Sunday on the 
penultimate ball against Maritzburg. The 
Michaelmas Festival produced two unbelievable 
humdingers against Maritzburg College and 
Kearsney College.

Against Maritzburg we batted fi rst. Sean Botha 
(40) and Brandon le Roux (78) set us up for a big 
score with a 77 run partnership. This was followed 
up with an 87 run partnership between Brandon le 
Roux (78) and Shershan Naidoo (61). We ended up 
with a defendable 271 for 7. Maritzburg were 63 for 
3, struggling because of some good bowling, but a 
brilliant individual performance from David Miller 
(137*) saw to it that Maritzburg needed ten runs off 
the last over. He scored the winning runs off the 
second last ball.

Against Kearsney, the weather conditions were 
not conducive for a high scoring match. We were in 
trouble early but a good fi ght back from Shershan 
Naidoo (22), Stanley Twiname (37) and a hard fought 
knock from Chad Bosman (67) gave us a respectable 
200. Kearsney got off to a rollicking start with a 76 
run opening stand but the Boys High bowlers faced 
up to the challenge. Ryan Lancefi eld (10-36-3) and 
Phil Ray (7–37–3) with help from the other bowlers, 
brought us back into the match. That left Kearsney 
needing ten runs off the last over and two runs off 
the last ball, which they got.

One would think that one’s luck would change 
but nothing ever goes according to plan, and in 

the match against a touring New Zealand side 
(Palmerston North), again it came down to the 
last ball. Three outstanding partnerships between 
Graeme van Buuren (78) and Shershan Naidoo (56 
off 54) and fi nally, Shershan Naidoo (56) and Chad 
Bosman (24 off 46), saw us to 251. Palmerston North 
needed seven off the last over. Graeme van Buuren 
(9-53-4) had the hard task of bowling the last over. 
The fi rst ball went for one run, the next two balls 
took two wickets. The fourth was a dot ball leaving 
Palmerston North seven runs to get off the last two 
balls. The fi fth ball went for four and they got the 
three runs off the last ball. This was the third match 
in a row that went down to the wire.

The next match was against AHS and who would 
think we could do four in a row? AHS batted fi rst 
scoring 181, Stanley Twiname (9–37–4) being the 
thorn in their side. We got off to a good start with 
a 46 run partnership between Graeme van Buuren 
(24) and Phil Ray (21) but AHS struck back quickly, 
having us 49 for 4. Chad Bosman (52) and Stanley 
(23) then steadied the boat with a partnership of 41. 
Chad Bosman held the match together with his hard 
fought 52, leaving us needing 14 runs off the last 
over. We were six runs short, losing off the last ball.

The one defi ning match of the year was the 
second match against KES. We batted fi rst scoring 
221, thanks to a great opening stand of 84 between 
Phil Ray (52) and Graeme van Buuren (36) and a 
fi fth wicket partnership of 56 between Brandon le 
Roux (74) and Stanley Twiname (21). This score was 
defended by the fi elding performance of the year 
with 3 run outs and six breathtaking catches. It left 
KES 49 runs adrift of our score, giving the team the 
win for which they had worked so hard.

As a coach and my fi rst year with the fi rst team, 
2007 was an unbelievably challenging year. The 
boys showed incredible perseverance with very 
little reward. I can only hope that the gods favour 
them a little more in 2008.
Shaun Botha, RH batsman and LH orthodox spin 
bowler
He played seven matches, scoring 90 runs at an 
average of 12,9. His best was 40 and he took one 
catch. He bowled 50 overs and went for 235 runs, 
taking fi ve wickets at an average of 47. His best was 
2 for 17.
Nathan Fourie, RH batsman, RH fast bowler
He played ten matches, scoring 66 runs at an average 
of 9.4. His best was 24 and he took two catches. He 
bowled 80 overs and went for 327 runs, taking ten 
wickets at an average of 32,7. His best was 2 for 24.

The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:154The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:154 2008/06/06   02:53:18 PM2008/06/06   02:53:18 PM



The Pretorian 155This page is sponsored by Jan de Lang Venter

Ethan Gouws, RH batsman, RH fast bowler
He played twelve matches, scoring 34 runs at an 
average of 11.3. His best was 18* and he took four 
catches. He bowled 102 overs and went for 445 runs, 
taking 15 wickets at an average of 29.7. His best was 
4 for 26.
Iain Hendricks, Captain, RH batsman, RH medium 
fast bowler
He played nine matches scoring 309 runs at an 
average of 34.3. He scored four half centuries. His 
best was 73 and he took four catches and helped in 
four run outs. He bowled 39.5 overs and went for 
244 runs, taking seven wickets at an average of 34.9. 
His best was 4 for 17.
Shaun Landsberg, RH batsman, RH fast bowler
He played seven matches, scoring 60 runs at an 
average of 60. His best was 22 and he took twelve 
catches. He bowled 52.1 overs and went for 244 runs, 
taking seven wickets at an average of 20.6. His best 
was 2 for 30.
Shaun Russell, RH batsman, RH medium fast 
bowler
He played four matches, scoring twelve runs at 
an average of 4. His best was 4* and he took three 
catches and helped in one run out. He bowled 21.5 
overs and went for 156 runs, taking one wicket at an 
average of 156. His best was 1 for 49.

Michael Sykes, RH batsman
He played twelve matches, scoring 207 runs at an 
average of 17.3. His best was 40 and he took two 
catches and helped in three run outs.
Chad Bosman, RH batsman, RH leg spin bowler
He played thirteen matches, scoring 367 runs at an 
average of 30.6. He scored four half centuries. His 
best was 63* and he took fi ve catches.
Ryan Lancefi eld, RH batsman, RH medium fast 
bowler
He played 12 matches, scoring 130 runs at an average 
of 10. His best was 29* and he took six catches and 
helped in two run outs. He bowled 148.3 overs and 
went for 620 runs taking 26 wickets at an average of 
23.8. His best was 3 for 28.
Brandon le Roux, RH batsman, RH medium bowler
He played 27 matches, scoring 642 runs at an average 
of 25.7. He scored four half centuries. His best was 
93* and he took seven catches and helped in two run 
outs. He bowled 16 overs and went for 108 runs, 
taking one wicket at an average of 108. His best was 
1 for 39.
Xander McKillop, RH batsman
He played eight matches, scoring 157 runs at an 
average of 19.6. He scored one half century. His best 
was 56 and he took two catches and helped in 2 run 
outs.
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1st Cricket team

Front Row L–R: J van Bylevelt, E Gouws, A Botes, I Hendricks (Captain), S Naidoo, N Fourie, G van Buuren.
Middle Row L–R: D Smalley (Scorer), Mr A de Kock (Ist XI Coach), M Sykes, R Lancefi eld, B le Roux, S Landsberg, S Twiname, 

Mr M van Zyl (School Coach).
Back Row L–R: Mr P Sommerville (Master-in-Charge).
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Shershan Naidoo, Vice Captain, RH batsman, RH 
off spin bowler
He played 27 matches, scoring 688 runs at an average 
of 27,5. He scored four half centuries. His best was 73* 
and he took six catches and helped in four run outs. He 
bowled 197.1 overs and went for 885 runs, taking 22 
wickets at an average of 40.2. His best was 3 for 28.
Graeme van Buuren, RH batsman, LH orthodox 
spin bowler.
He played seventeen matches, scoring 561 runs at 
an average of 37.4. He scored three half centuries 
and one century. His best was 125* and he took nine 
catches and helped in four run outs. He bowled 111 
overs and went for 473 runs taking twelve wickets at 
an average of 39.4. His best was 4 for 53.
Jordan van Bylevelt, Wicket Keeper
He played 28 matches, scoring 422 runs at an average 
of 23.4. He scored one half century. His best was 51* 
and he took 29 catches, 13 stumpings and helped in 
eleven run outs.
Kyriacos Floudiotis, LH batsman, LH medium 
bowler
He played twelve matches, scoring 35 runs at an 
average of 11.7. His best was 20*. He bowled 56.3 
overs and went for 414 runs, taking eleven wickets 
at an average of 37.6. His best was 3 for 34.

Peter Beckwith, Dean Callanan, Clark Gultig, 
Steven Moir, Chris Abrams and Jordan Leppan all 
represented the fi rst team during the year.

Special thanks must go to Darren Smalley for 
scoring every Saturday with great enthusiasm, to Mr 
van Zyl for being around to help with the coaching, 
to Mr Sommerville for his support during all the 
matches and to Mrs Crankshaw for all her catering.
A de Kock, Coach

Tour results:
Grey Festival – Played 4, won 2 and lost 2
won against Selborne by 5 wickets
lost to St Stithians by 25 runs
lost to KES by 4 wickets
won against Wynberg by 5 wickets.

Michaelmas Festival – Played 3 and lost 3
lost to Westville by 177 runs
lost to Maritzburg by 5 wickets
lost to Kearsney by 2 wickets

League results
Johannesburg League – Played 11, won 4 and lost 7 
lost to Old Boys by 118 runs
won against Randburg by 72 runs
lost to AHS by 44 runs
lost to St Stithians by 3 wickets
lost to Grey College by 45 runs
lost to Alberton Schools by 6 wickets
won against Jeppe by 155 runs
lost to KES by 6 runs
lost to Palmerston North by 3 wickets
won against Trinity House by 67 runs
lost to KES by 49 runs
Pretoria League - Played 10, won 1 and lost 9
lost to Menlopark by 134 runs
lost to Waterkloof by 89 runs
lost to Centurion by 58 runs
lost to Old Boys by 9 wickets
won against Wonderboom by 70 runs
lost to AHS by 6 runs
lost to AHS by 45 runs
lost to Waterkloof by 63 runs
lost to Old Boys by 96 runs
lost to St Albans by 4 wickets

U14A Rossouw de Waal lets one rip against St Albans fi elder: Daniel Smith
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2nd XI Cricket
The 2nd XI of 2007 played a total of twelve games, 
winning ten and losing twice. This report contains 
an analysis of the games played in the fi rst term, as 
well as the games played in the fourth term of 2007. 
During the fi rst term the side played a total of seven 
games and went unbeaten during this period. The 
side included matric players for these seven games. 
The latter part of 2007 saw the 2nd XI play fi ve games, 
losing twice. By this stage of the year the matrics were 
not playing any longer and were mostly replaced by 
the U16 players. The side was captained by Peter 
Beckwith in the fi rst term and Dean Callanan took 
over the captaincy in the fourth term.

The undoubted highlights of the year include wins 
over Affi es as well as a Duckworth-Lewis victory 
over the unbeatable Grey College, Bloemfontein. 
The match in Bloemfontein saw the side restrict Grey 
to 199 runs in their allotted 50 overs. Our run chase 
started really poorly and we were soon 3 for 3 after 
about 5 overs. Byron Fraser came to the wicket and 
took the attack to the Grey quicks, scoring 48 runs 
in quick time. He was ably supported by Stanley 
Twiname who was not out in the forties when the 
heavens opened. At the time of the rain interruption 
the side’s score was 148 for 5 with 14 overs to 
play. No further play was possible as a result of a 
waterlogged wicket. After consulting the necessary 
tables, the 2nd XI was ahead by six runs.

The match against Affi es was a memorable one, 
especially when studying the history of matches 
played between these two schools at second team 
level. The previous six games saw each side record 
three wins with all the victories going to the home 
side. We managed to break this home-victory streak 
by beating Affi es away from home for the fi rst time 
in four attempts. Unfortunately, this result was duly 
reversed in the fourth term when we lost at home to 
Affi es, after failing to score 199 runs to win the game.

The team that will represent the School in 2008 
is full of young and talented players. I believe that 
the experience the players have gained in the games 
towards the end of the 2007 season will make them 
tough to beat. The side has never struggled bowling 
out opposing sides but the batting performances 
must improve next year if we want to compete with 
the stronger sides.

I would like to conclude by thanking all the 
players who represented the side in 2007 for the way 
in which they played their cricket. The players are 
intensely competitive on the fi eld but have always 
played with the highest regard for sportsmanship. 
They have represented the School with pride and 
passion and it has been a pleasure to work with such 
positive and talented boys.

J Lombard, Coach

This page is sponsored by Mauritz van Straten

Will this be a six? I think so … Graeme already down the track to steal a single
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3rd Cricket Team
On my return from the UK, I was privileged to 
be given the 3rd Cricket team to coach as Adrian 
Simmons, their previous coach, was asked to take 
over the 1st Rugby team.

Taking over this well-oiled machine was an 
absolute pleasure and coaching was never this easy. 
The boys were well-organised and, even though they 
had a lot of fun during practices, they were always 
focused and determined to keep the winning record 
and culture intact.

These eleven boys had something special about 
them that was very diffi cult to explain. Not only 
were they team mates in the same cricket side but 
they were friends playing this great game with the 
same goals in mind. The bowlers were balanced 
with decent pace, good line and length and two 

wonderful spin bowlers. The batting was equally 
well-balanced with big aggressive batsmen and 
boys who could place the ball anywhere on the fi eld. 
They also had some great characters and one of the 
best captains I have ever seen at school boy level. All 
this made it hard for the opposing sides to compete 
against us.

By the end of the season they had achieved their 
goals and kept the winning streak going. A truly 
special team to be a part of.

With the arrival of the second 2007 season in Term 
four everyone was excited about the new talent that 
had come up from the U16 group. The teams were 
selected and the time for the fi rst game arrived.

PBHS 3rd Team was playing against Trinity House 
2nd Team. Trinity batted fi rst and only 

scored 156 runs in their allotted fi fty overs. We 
thought that this was an easy target and set about 
chasing their score down. After losing a couple of 
early wickets, we found ourselves struggling to put 
decent partnerships together and, with the lack of 
experience, we lost our fi rst match by four runs.

Feeling disappointed, we trained hard the 
following week, determined to make up for this loss 
and set the record straight in our next match against 
Affi es. After heavy rains the previous night, we had 
a delayed start and were sent in to bat after losing 
the toss. The wicket was still damp when we started 
our innings, and we were dismissed for a mere 68 
runs. The 3rd team suffered their second loss in only 
two weeks. 

Team spirit was at an all-time low when we 

started our preparations for our fi nal match against 
KES. KES batted fi rst and our bowlers really came 
to the party, taking wickets at regular intervals, 
giving no extras away and hitting the right areas 
more often than not. KES scored 132 runs in their 
thirty overs and we were pleased with our efforts. 
Feeling confi dent, we went out to bat. An early 
mistake caused a run out and we were one wicket 
down without any runs on the board. After this 
unfortunate start, the batsmen settled down and for 
the fi rst time this season, played to their potential. 
We won by six wickets and ended, what started out 
as a miserable season, on a high note.

It is with confi dence that we look forward to 2008.

M Badenhorst, Coach.
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The Sommerville tribute match
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4th Cricket Team
Andrew van der Westhuizen
He was our opening batsman who provided a solid 
platform and a supporting role in the beginning but 
later on used initiative in his innings. He consistently 
scored runs, making it easier for the middle order to 
do their job. He had a safe pair of hands, covering the 
slip cordon and taking excellent catches throughout 
the season. He was quiet in the fi eld and let his hands 
and bat do all the talking!
Michael Toweel (Captain)
As Andy’s opening partner, he often put the bowler 
under pressure from the fi rst ball by clearing the 
boundary rope early on. He worked by the policy’ 
‘go big or go home’. He scored a memorable half 
century off very few balls against Jeppe. He was a 
very economical bowler, bowling at number fi ve, 
conceding very few runs, restricting the opposition 
and fi lling them with frustration as they could not 
score any runs off him, except for the odd single. 
He was also famous for his ‘welcome to Boys High’ 
bouncer, often pinning the batsmen or scaring them 
off so the rest of the attack could pounce. He was a 
versatile fi elder patrolling wherever he was needed. 
He was an inspiring captain who always had total 
control over the team extracting their best from 
them. He always had his tactics well planned out 
and led us to great victories throughout the season.
Gustav Krantz
Goosey was a great all-rounder who gave the team 
great variation. He played various roles at the 
number three slot in the batting line-up, playing the 
anchor role when needed and, at times, opened his 
shoulders and often chased the run-up.

He fi elded at point-gully and inspired the team 
with great sayings like ‘hy hengel sonder aas’ and ‘he 
couldn’t hit a barn door with a banjo!’ When needed 
he took the role of second slip and fulfi lled his 
purpose there by taking excellent catches. He had 
one or two overs with the ball and did a great job 
when his expertise was required.
Daryl van der Merwe (Vice Captain)
He batted number fi ve throughout the season and 
consistently scored runs, getting big scores when we 
were in a tough position in the match. He scored lots 
of runs by taking quick singles and converting the 
ones into twos and twos into threes, taking every 
opportunity to blast the bad ball into the fence. He 
was an excellent fi elder who made great saves and 
took great catches at the mid-off area. As the captain’s 
right-hand man he always had great advice on fi eld 
placements and bowling options. He provided the 
team with moments of laughter by cleverly making 
use of puns. While Chris Nel was bowling 

one would often hear: ’now that was PROPerly 
bowled.’ He, himself, was known as ‘Mr VANtastic.’ 
However, he remained a humble character with both 
feet fi rmly placed on the ground.
Robert Craig
As the Number 6 batsman he could also play multiple 
roles with the bat, depending on the way the game 
was poised. When needed, he rotated the strike for 
the man who had his eye in but showed his other side 
when he scored a brilliant half century, launching 
the ball all over the park against Willowridge. He 
was the specialist square leg fi elder who always got 
in a few words with the opposition coaches standing 
as umpires. He gained some vital information 
straight from the horse’s mouth and in this way 
we had our fair share of inside information, always 
knowing what was passing through the opposition’s 
heads. Robbie was another fun character to have on 
the team. He always had something funny to say 
and always stayed positive. When we were batting 
he always had random amusing, funny ideas on 
how he was going to make his fortune. He is a true 
entrepreneur …
Tewie Wessels
Tewie is considered to be the complete package for 
any team. He was a fantastic wicketkeeper and an 
extremely good number three or four batsman who 
often had to play for the 3rd team. Tewie was our 
top run scorer and managed to destroy any bowling 
attack with his style that combined elegance and 
power. Tewie has an exceptional knowledge of the 
game and always provided useful information in 
tricky situations. Tewie always encouraged the boys 
and made the season better for everyone.
Dean Lourens
Dean played various roles in the team as batsman, 
part-time bowler and fi elder. When some of the 
players were on loan to the 3rd team, he opened the 
batting with great confi dence and provided a steady 
base for the rest of the team to fi re from. Sometimes 
he would come in a bit later in the innings, helping 
us to a respectable total. He was also a part-time 
bowler who was a handy off-spinner. He was always 
ready to be used if the spinners were effective on a 
particular surface. He was a versatile fi elder with 
quick feet, always sharp and very involved in the 
game.
Devon Mackenzie
Devon was our most effective spin bowler who also 
delivered off-spinners. He was one of the top wicket 
takers, making vital breakthroughs during the game 
and often breaking partnerships. As a batsman his 
position in the batting order varied but when he 
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went in he made use of his opportunity and enjoyed 
every moment of it, often scoring us vital runs! He 
was also a versatile fi elder, being able to do what 
was required in any position in the fi eld.
Rudi van den Berg
Rudi was a great all-rounder. As a bowler he opened 
the innings and very often made early breakthroughs, 
staggering the opposition’s batting line-up. He was 
a great opening bowler who got very large swing at 
pace with the new ball in his hand. Unfortunately, 
he did not get many opportunities with the bat 
but when he was sent in at number 3 he scored a 
wonderfully crafted 42 runs. He was a versatile 
fi elder, fi elding all around the ground. At times he 
would throw a word or two around but mostly, the 
ball did the talking when it was in his hand.
Rhulani Shiluvane
Shills joined us half-way through the season coming 
down from the 3rd side. He was a brilliant asset for 
the 4th team and opened the bowling together with 
Rudi. He, too, made early breakthroughs fi lling 
the opposition with doubt and often capitalising 
on that to effect a collapse in their batting order. 
He bowled with great pace and had a misleading 
swing. When he got the opportunity to pick up the 
bat he made good use of it showing delicate skill and 
technique. He was a solid fi elder and able to do his 
job anywhere.
Chris Nel
He was our pace swing bowler who came over the 
wickets with his left arm. He took the ball at fi rst 
change and was extremely economical. His pace 
and angle made it diffi cult for the batsman to get the 
ball away. The occasional Yorker which swung in 
towards the wickets worked very effectively, leaving 
several batsmen dazed as the ball crashed into the 
stumps. When Chris went into bat he was usually 
under pressure to score runs or rotate the strike. He 
handled the pressure extremely well, always making 
the best of the situation. He was another versatile 

fi elder with a strong arm who gave one the edge in 
a run-out chance if the ball came from the inner ring 
or the outfi eld.
Michael Oldfi eld
Oldies fulfi lled numerous tasks in out team. For 
starters he was our specialist number eleven 
batsman and every team needs one! When he came 
in, however, he did not behave like a number eleven. 
He showed great composure and skill and ‘delicacy’ 
in his own way. His actual role in the team was to 
open the bowling and if he did not open he bowled 
at number three or four, causing the batsmen to 
shake in their boots and often knocking the stumps 
over as the batsman misjudged him and found an 
edge or hit the ball into the air.
Jason Martin
Jason was another one of our potential opening 
bowlers. He has great pace and swings the new ball 
around nicely. He also had a great short ball which 
often frightened the opposing batsmen. He knocked 
off a number of batsmen putting us in a good attacking 
position to launch the rest of the bowling attack. With 
regard to fi elding and batting he was a great all-rounder 
and had good skills with the bat in his hands.

In general we had a brilliant season, not losing one 
match. We pulled off two very close games against 
Affi es and KES with both games being decided in the 
last three balls of the fi nal over. It required a team 
effort and a great team spirit to pull off victories 
such as those and I am extremely proud of the 4th 
team. Everytime we took a wicket and had a team 
talk I never heard one, discouraging, negative or 
destructive word. Overall, everyone got on very well 
and there were rarely any heated conversations or 
confl ict in the team, both on and off the fi eld. I know 
for certain that every cricketer had a fun season. There 
was a balance between laughter and seriousness and 
the game was played in a great spirit.

Colin Fielding, Coach
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U14A Mr Housdon gives the team his thoughts on the season – 80% win ratio for the season
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5th Open Cricket Team 2007
Coaching the 5th Cricket Team is both an honour 
and a privilege. We were blessed with numerous 
talented boys in the open age group during 2007. We 
also had the necessary entertainment and humour 
to compliment this talent. The 5th Cricket Team is 
selected from the Form 5’s and Form IV’s during the 
1st term and the Form IV’s and U16’s in the 4th term. 
Our captain during the 1st term was Lorenzo Negri 
and he literary lead from the front as the opening 
batsman who refused to wear a helmet. In the 1st 
term we played in the Pretoria League against the 
2nd and 3rd teams of most schools and all our games 
were very competitive. We played 6 matches and 
won 4 of the matches. We also lost 2 matches in 
the Pretoria League, but we still played very well 
and competed right until the end. Our top batsmen 
were Negri, Stanley, Brand and Engelbrecht. The 
top bowlers were Engelbrecht, Simon, Mole and 
Oldfi eld. The 4th term was a very short season and 
we only played 4 matches. We were unbeaten. The 
team was ably lead by Neil van Biljon who had a 
lot of passion and he was always one of the guys 
responsible for the victory, either with the bat or the 
ball. The top batsmen were Burger, Van Biljon and 
Du Plessis. The top bowlers were Van Biljon and 
Haskins. I thank all the boys who played for the 5th 
open cricket team this year. It was a very enjoyable 
season and I was very proud to be their coach. I wish 
them all good luck with their cricketing careers.

Mike Smuts, Coach

6th Cricket Team
The beginning of the season saw a strong side being 
chosen. The 6th team played about ten games and 
lost only one against an AHS 4th team. The best and 
most exciting game of the season was against the 5th 
team where we almost beat them but rain saved the 
day for them!

I would like to thank all the boys who participated for 
a most enjoyable season. I am proud of all of them and 
assure them that they can be proud of their performances. 
I wish them the best of luck for the future.

Piero Botha, Coach

7th Cricket Team
This year’s cricket season was as short as it usually 
is. We only played three matches in the second part 
of the season but I was amazed, yet again, by the 
commitment and vibe in the team. We had players 
who ranged from the ever-moving and constantly 
loud Kyle Lund to the quietly understated Gavin 
Huntley-Walker. With so few matches and the 
abundance of players, some found themselves 
only playing one match, but there was still full 
commitment from the boys. We had the likes of Sava 
Savov, Shivkaar Singh, Bradley Harper, Dumisani 
Lucas and Amos Amunga. Then we had the seasoned 
veterans like Daniel Ribeiro, Conrad Muhl, Gregory 
Bates and Bryan Bulling.

Great fun was had by all, especially in the fi elding 
drills, and I look forward to next year with these 
boys.

G Jelley, Coach
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This is how Michael Sykes spends his afternoons, relaxing

Watch that one go. Michael Sykes dispatching another six against KES

Graeme van Buuren showing how to focus in a cricket game
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U16A Cricket report
The U16A side enjoyed a successful season. They 
played 8 games, winning 6 and losing only 2 (their 
losses were against an Old Boys XI and against Grey 
College’s 3rd XI) so they ended the season unbeaten 
by all the other U16 sides that they played.

In our opening game of the season against an Old 
Boys XI, chasing 211 runs to win, we found ourselves 
at 90/7 looking dead and buried. Then Matthew 
Pillans and Steven ‘Tuck Box’ Moir came together 
and, with much gusto, guts and determination, took 
us to the brink of victory. 6 runs were needed off 
the last ball for victory with Tuck Box on strike. 
The ball was delivered and Tuck Box launched 
into it, dispatching it towards the deep mid-wicket 
boundary, unfortunately, he had chosen the long 
boundary and used his pitching wedge instead of 
his driver and was caught on the ropes and the Old 
Boys XI secured the win. This had, however, set the 
precedent for the season B fi ght till the end!!

The boys’ all round cricketing skills, including the 
mental aspects needed to play the game, improved 
tremendously throughout the season. Their ability 
to set fi elds for various bowling attacks and adapt 
to certain game situations really came to the fore, 
especially when the pitches they played on varied 
from week to week.

We worked hard at our bowling throughout the 
season and it was nice to see that Clark Gultig, our 
off-spinner, fi nished the season as the top wicket 
taker with 17 wickets. This, in my opinion, shows 
that in South Africa and especially in school boy 
cricket, boys do not know how to play spin properly 
(not that our spinners were average as 33% of the 
wickets taken during the season came from our 
spinners) and it is an area where much attention is 
needed as games can be won if there are a number of 
quality spinners in sides.

We had much variety in our bowling attack which 
included Kyriacos Floudiotis (16 wickets) and Phil 
Ray (13 wickets) our left arm seamers. This left arm 
seam variation often made a breakthrough possible 
and Phil’s 4–28 against Affi es set the platform for a 
resounding 7 wicket victory after Affi es had made a 
solid start to the game. 

The ‘Greek’ came to the party against St. Stithians 
College and was superb. I had instructed Tumi 
Matsapola, our captain, not to bowl him unless 
necessary, as I wanted to see what other options 
were available to us B but he proceeded to show me 

that ‘he was the only option!’ He only came on to 
bowl after 26 overs and then proceeded to destroy 
St. Stithians College with a fi ne spell of bowling. 
He ended up bowling 6.5 overs and emerged with 
fi gures of 6–19. An awesome spell!

Our opening bowlers, Mongezi Bosch and Mathew 
Pillans, struggled somewhat and never got going 
during the season. They did, however, produce 
some unplayable spells, which built pressure and 
ultimately made the batsmen play rash shots and 
lose their wickets against our change bowlers.

The bowling, however, left a lot to be desired at 
times, and in total 102 wide balls and 34 no balls 
were bowled in 7 games (against Alberton Schools 
these statistics were not available). This meant we 
gave the opposition 136 free runs and had to bowl 
an extra 22.4 overs to them B an inexcusable statistic 
at this level.

On the batting front we really battled up-front. 
Our opening batsmen never seemed to get us off to 
a good start (other than against Alberton Schools 
where Declan Gallagher and Tumi Matsapola ended 
up getting 93 and 32 respectively). This was often 
due to poor shot selection and lack of application to 
the task at hand.

Our middle order always seemed to save the day, 
bar the game against Grey College where we batted 
way too slowly and this ultimately cost us the game 
as we did not give our bowlers enough runs to work 
with.

Phil Ray (average of 44,6 runs), around whom most 
innings were built and Graeme Murphy (42,83 runs) 
ended the season as our most consistent batsmen. 
I must mention that Graeme should have ended 
the season with more runs, had he not ‘thrown his 
wicket away’ at crucial times. 

Matthew Pillans, our ‘master blaster,’ ended the 
season with an average of 69 runs B this young man 
hits the ball straight and far and had many opposition 
bowlers as well as our net bowlers diving for cover 
when he unleashed some lightning bolts in their 
direction. It would have been nice to see him batting 
a bit higher up the order had situations allowed it. 
The fi elding in general was good, but we tended to let 
things slip by, becoming lazy in the fi eld and going 
to sleep during critical stages. The boys’ knowledge 
of fi eld placings for various bowling disciplines 
improved immensely during the season and it was 
a pleasure seeing them discuss various fi eld placing 
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options in the match situations B especially when it 
led to a wicket being taken.

The side was well led by Tumi Matsapola. His 
ability as a captain came to the fore and he led the 
side well, often making astute decisions at critical 
stages during the season. 

The highlight of the season must have been our 
game against King Edward VII School. I am sure 
the boys will remember my pre-game team talk just 
before the start of the game well – maybe I should 
have done it more often because it seemed to ignite 
some passion and fi re in the boys!!
They were superb in their 7 wicket win against 
King Edward VII School, especially if one takes 
into account that this same bunch of boys had been 
soundly beaten in both the U14 and U15 age group 

games against the same opposition in previous 
years. 

It was a fantastic team performance and an 
awesome way to end the season.

Well done gents!
Thank you to the parents and their support 

throughout the season B it is much appreciated!
It was an absolute pleasure coaching this group of 
talented youngsters. I hope to see the majority of 
them playing for the 1st XI in the near future and 
learning about the game and developing not just as 
cricketers, but as individuals as they go through the 
Boys High ranks. Thank you for a superb season and 
all the best for your future endeavours. 

Richard köhne, Coach

U16A Cricket statistics
Batting & bowling statistics
Batting (minimum 4 innings)

Name Matches Innings N/O Runs T/S Average

1. Pillans
2. Ray
3. Murphy
4. Enslin
5. Fourie
6. Gallagher
7. Matsapola

8
8
8
8
6
8
8

4
8
8
8
5
7
8

2
3
2
2
2
1
0

138
223
257
176
84
154
149

45
67
80
53
37
93
32

69
44.6
42.83
29.33
28
25.67
18.63

Bowling (minimum 20 overs bowled)

Name Overs MDNS Runs WKTS B/Figures Econ. Avg.

1. Gultig
2. Floudiotis
3. Ray
4. Pillans
5. Bosch
6. Gallagher

59.3
53.5
49.2
52
36.1
21.3

6
3
6
7
1
1

196
224
139
212
192
90

17
16
13
9
6
4

7.4-00-29-05
6.5-01-19-06
08-02-14-03
05-00-28-03
03-01-22-02
04-01-07-02

3.31
4.19
2.83
4.08
5.32
4.23

11.59
14
10.69
23.56
32
22.5

Total wides 102 (17 overs)
Total no balls 34 (5.4 overs)
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U16B Cricket
Dorey Field, Pretoria Boys High School, 3 February 
2007 …

Brandon Hill, the strapping fast bowler, marches 
purposefully towards the Loch, the oppressive 
heat taking its toll on the players and the parched 
outfi eld. He receives the ball and buffs the polished 
side before placing it securely in his hand. He turns, 
stands at the top of his run-up, his eyes fi xed on the 
target. 

A few short steps and he’s in full stride, the 
fi elders move in. Bearing down on the batsman, 
the bowler leaps into his delivery. He unleashes a 
bodyline brute. The batsman instinctively fends, the 
ball fl ies off the shoulder of the bat …

Patrolling backward point, Dylan Richter reacts 
instantly. He takes off towards cover. Eyes locked 
on the ball like a heat-seeking missile. The batsman 
looks on anxiously thinking, ‘Will I survive? Do I 
want to survive?’ The ball seems destined to win the 
race. Time stands still Y. Hurtling towards the ball, 
the fi elder throws himself, full length, level with 
the ground and clasps the ball in his right hand. A 
moment of stunned silence passes before ecstatic 
team mates mob him and a disbelieving batsman 
departs the scene. 

This was one of the best catches (at any level) that 
I have seen and is only one of the many fantastic 
moments for the Under 16 B cricket team season of 
2007. Except for a rusty performance in the warm up 
match against an Old Boys XI, the boys won all their 
matches. The highlight of the season was the fi nal 
match against KES. Halfway through their innings 
KES were 85/2 chasing 168. At the drinks break, I 
heard one of our boys tell his team mates that this 
would be the last time they would play together as 
a group and that they needed a special effort. The 
boys showed real character and through force of 
will, skill and astute captaincy, turned the match 
around, eventually bowling KES out for 158, to win 
by nine runs. 

The following boys were regulars in the Under 16 
B team:
Glen Botha: an excellent all rounder, with a best 
score of 50 not out and an average of 19. He also 
snared 8 wickets in the season, with his best fi gures 
of 2/9. In addition to being a very fi ne fi elder, Glen 

has an excellent sense of humour and was never shy 
of sharing it with opposition batsmen, his favourite 
line being ‘I’ve seen better cuts in a Biology lab’. 

David Dawson: Put in a huge amount of work 
in the nets and picked up a yard of pace towards 
the end of the season. Showed promise in the few 
matches he managed to play. Best bowling of 1/11. 

Dean Dewhurst: An elegant right hand opening 
batsman. Put in extra effort after practices and 
was deservedly promoted to the A team after an 
undefeated century against Randburg. Scored 164 
runs at an average of 33.

Hamish Dunlop: A very talented left arm 
orthodox spinner. Hamish had a great season 
bewildering and mesmerising many a batsman with 
his controlled fl ight, appreciable turn and change of 
pace. Hamish took his 15 wickets in only 16 overs. 
Best bowling fi gures of 6/18.

John Fourie: A very good all-rounder, played 
only two matches with a highest score of 42 against 
Alberton schools.

Brandon Hill: A hostile right arm opening bowler, 
best fi gures were 3/5 against Randburg. Also put in 
a few valuable cameo performances with the bat, 
highest score 20 not out. The only batsman not to be 
dismissed this season.

Warren Hudson: A very talented all-rounder, who 
unfortunately had limited opportunities to display 
his skills. A dangerous batsman who is particularly 
effective hitting over the covers, highest score of 36 
not out and best bowling fi gures of 4/29 in the same 
match against Jeppe. 

Christopher MacClements: a fantastic 
wicketkeeper batsman. He showed real skill 
in standing up to the stumps. Christopher was 
promoted to the A team half way through the season, 
by this stage he had already managed to score 146 
runs at an average of 37, his top score was 96. 

Patrick O’Brien: A promising opening bowler, 
who extracts bounce from even the most docile of 
pitches. Patrick was incredibly unlucky with the 
countless times he went past the outside edge. He 
also fell ill which resulted in him missing the last 
two matches of the season. Patrick took 5 wickets 
with his best fi gures of 2/48.

Dylan Richter: Displayed excellent leadership 
qualities as captain of the team as well as being a 
brilliant fi elder. Dylan is a very skilfull and hard 
hitting batsman, he scored 282 runs at an average of 
94, with his best innings being 108 not out.

Pierre Rodgers: A superb all rounder, showed 
excellent temperament to achieve his highest score 
of 52 not out when the team was in a heap of trouble 
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Matches:
Played:  7
Won:  6
Lost:  1

The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:164The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:164 2008/06/06   02:53:37 PM2008/06/06   02:53:37 PM



The Pretorian 165

SP
O

RT

Cricket
against St Stithians. Pierre captured 10 wickets with 
his lively seam bowling and possesses a very good 
slower ball. Also a brilliant fi elder, who, along with 
Dylan Richter, became our team’s version of AB de 
Villiers and Herschelle Gibbs. 

Keagan Schlunz: A valuable member of the team, 
a useful batsman and unorthodox seam bowler. 
Keagan’s best fi gures were 2/27 runs against KES, 
which helped turn the match in our favour. 

Nathan Truter: A consistent opening batsman. 

Nathan helped lay a platform for the rest of the top 
order. He scored 147 runs at an average of 25, with 
a top score of 44. Nathan also did an excellent job 
as a wicket keeper in the last three matches of the 
season. 

I would like to thank all the parents for their 
tremendous support.

Good luck for next season!

Jaydon Kelly, Coach 

U16D Cricket
The U16D team had a very successful season at 
the start of the year. The team consisted of Imtiaz 
Osman, Michael Fisher, Grant McKenzie, Sean 
Finaughty, Gavin Huntley-Walker, Bradley Harper, 
Kyle Roberts, Gerhard du Plessis, Rowan Wagner, 
Daniel van Wyk, Trevor Dawson, Wesley Black and 
Shaun van Niekerk.

The team was led by Gerhard du Plessis who took 
on this responsibility with open arms and, with his 

able leadership, the team played awesome cricket 
and were hard to beat. The players played as a unit 
with each player knowing his role and stepping 
up to it excellently. What was most prominent was 
the team spirit and unity which developed and this 
played an enormous part in their success.

I wish each player the best of luck with their 
future cricket endeavours.
Juan Schmidt, Coach

U14A  Back Row (L–R): R Beckwith, Mr M Housdon (coach), M Coetzee (Captain), R de Klerk
Middle Row (L–R): S Dhlomo, D Smith, C Gallagher, B Anderson, R de Waal, M Russell

Front Row (L–R): L Govender, S Ray
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U15A Cricket
The u15A team of 2007 had a very challenging year. 
Although results didn’t refl ect the potential of the 
team, I believe that we had a successful year for 
various other reasons.

The boys had to learn to tolerate each others’ 
idiosyncrasies and harness their energy for the team 
so that we could be successful on the fi eld. This wasn’t 
always achieved with the greatest aplomb, but these 
cricketers did learn a lot about themselves in the 
process. We had to learn to deal with things we didn’t 
understand as well. Delon Marx had a rare condition 
which affected his general health and led to him not 
being able to perform at his maximum level. The rest 
of the team had to accept this and make sure that they 
lifted their performances to a higher level in order to still 
succeed. I believe this brought home the point that there 
is more to life than the sportsfi eld and it is something 
which will stand them in good stead for the future.

We had some notable individual performances 
throughout the year which showed what these 
cricketers were capable of. Jeremiah Tlokotsi’s 
hundred vs Trinity was an exceptional innings. In 
the same match Jordan Leppan hit fi ve of the best 
sixes I’ve witnessed. Chris Abrams always bowled 
with intensity and sometimes intimidated batsmen 
with his aggressive bowling. Our spin trio of Steven 
Schnetler, Denzil de Klerk and Michael Voysey 
provided a lot of variety to our attack. Cricketers 
such as Joshua Rood, Moses Bokaba, Jayson Joubert, 
Dwayne Liebenberg and Mitchell Harris also 
displayed a lot of potential. Michael captained the 
team with maturity and was a good leader.

I would also like to thank Mr Richard Köhne for 
providing technical expertise when he joined the 
team in the fourth term. He came in with excellent 
ideas which allowed the boys to develop themselves 
and their cricket. It was a very enjoyable year and 
made more so by the support of all the parents 
throughout the year.

Peter Harold, Coach

U15B Cricket
A total of seventeen players did duty for the U15B 
team in the eleven matches the team played during 
the 2007 season. They were Jan de Lang (captain), 
Wihan Horn, Shannon Dalton, Adrian Botha, Moses 
Bokaba, Roland de Graaf, Michael Elliot-Murray, 
Mitchell Harris, Ethan van der Walt, Dupré Nell, 
Alex Ralston, Jayson Joubert, Eduard Trautman, 
Conrad Klintworth, Joshua Rood, Kamo Matshego, 
Jan Louis van der Berg. 

This was an exceptional group of young cricketers 
who always gave of their best. This is proven by 
the fact that seven of these cricketers played some 
games for the A team during the season.

However, there is one match that I would like 
to highlight: the second match of the season that 
we played. Our opposition was our traditional 
rivals, Affi es. We did not get off to a great start that 
morning because one of our players fell ill on Friday 
and could not play. This did not faze the boys and 
every player showed some character and gave of 
their best for the school. Affi es batted fi rst and, after 
a spirited bowling performance by us, Affi es scored 
a competitive 121 for 3 wickets. From the start of our 
innings it was clear that it was going to be a struggle 
to make the total. At the end it came down to the 
last over in which PBHS needed nine runs to win 
the match, but with only one wicket in hand it was 
not going to be easy. At this stage the number nine 
and eleven batsmen were at the wicket. With true 
’never-surrender’ attitude the two batsmen scored 
three runs off the fi rst four balls of the over. With 
the number eleven batsman on strike and only two 
balls left he launched a massive six off the second 
last ball to win the match for the team, to the delight 
of everyone.

This is just one of the wonderful occasions the 
team experienced during the season. I would like to 
thank every single boy that contributed to this great 
team.
Thank you and good luck for the rest of your cricket 
careers.

J Tucker, Coach

Played:  11
Won:  8
Lost:  3

Here we go again. Going.
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U15E Cricket
The team has performed consistently throughout 
the year. We performed particularly well against our 
main rivals, Affi es, beating them twice in one year. 
Brilliant performances from Tyler Bernwieser and 
Bertus van Heerden saw both of them move up to 
the under 15D team during the course of the season. 
With Bertus moving up, we needed to fi nd a new 
captain as well as a new wicketkeeper. Ryan Oakes 
stepped up and captained the team and Daniel Botha 
took the gloves, both did a great job. The side was 
very well balanced, with a good mix of all-rounders 
and specialist players. Opening bowlers, Michael 
Adamson and Daan van Heerden, always took early 
wickets and put the opposing team under early 

pressure. Their hard work was well backed up by 
the opening batsmen. One of the major improvers in 
the team was Matthew Delaney, who bowled better 
and better each week. 
The second part of the year was a bit frustrating as 
the team only played three games. The boys did not 
let this get them down and came out to beat all three 
sides, namely Affi es, St Albans and KES. All three 
of these schools are great cricketing schools, well 
done. 
I would like to thank the team for a great year and 
wish them all the best for their cricketing futures.

Nathan Griffi n

U14A Cricket
Where does one start? What a wonderful season! 
The season started on the fi rst day of school with the 
U14 cricket trials. 160 boys turned out for the trials 
and it was going to be a diffi cult task to select eleven 
U14A players.

Once the eleven boys had been selected the hard 
work had to begin. At this level there are always 
going to be changes during the year, but the core of 
the boys who were selected at the beginning of the 
year stayed in the team throughout the year.

One could not ask for a better start to the season. 
In the fi rst game against Randburg the team scored 
312 runs for 3 wickets and in the second game the 
team beat a very strong AHS team. I realised at this 
point that not only was the team a good side but that 
there were some very talented players. There were 
two hiccups in the fi rst term when the team lost to 
Grey College and KES.

During the third term we played against 
Menlopark, Waterkloof and Centurion. These teams 
had been playing cricket from the start of the third 
term and we had only had a handful of practices. 
We lost two games and, although disappointed, 
realised that these games were ideal preparation for 
the Charl van Rooyen festival.

The highlight of the season was undoubtedly 
the Charl van Rooyen festival held at KES during 
the September holidays. The boys not only played 
superb cricket, but also were great ambassadors for 
the School. We won four out of fi ve games and then 
lost to Grey High in a 20/20 game which could have 
gone either way.

The fourth term was disrupted with Saturdays 
being washed out due to rain. The boys played superb 
cricket and beat Trinity House, AHS and St Albans. 
The cherry on the top was the three wicket win against 
KES, after losing to them in the fi rst term.

This year the team was captained by Murray 
Coetzee and his deputy was Lushen Govender; these 
two dovetailed well and always got the best out of 
the team. Murray Coetzee’s batting was outstanding 
and his 900 runs for the season must be a record for 
an U14A cricket side. He scored three centuries and 
had an average of 61,3. I have no doubt that Murray 
will play cricket at the highest level and, hopefully, 
will one day wear the colours of the country. Murray 
bowled his left arm spinners and managed to pick 
up fourteen wickets during the season; bowling is 
an area he will need to work at if he wants to become 
a top all-rounder.

Lushen was the top wicket taker, taking thirty-
one wickets for the season. His fi elding was out of 
the top drawer and his batting improved as the year 
progressed. Lushen will have to learn that he needs 
to be patient when building an innings. His batting 
at the Charl van Rooyen festival was outstanding 
but he must move up a gear and start getting to the 
three fi gure mark.

Our two opening batsmen, Shaun ‘Frik’ Ray and 
Conor ‘Bone-idle’ Gallagher, formed good opening 
partnerships on a number of occasions, but both 
must also learn to build beyond 30 runs. Shaun was 
a more than useful wicketkeeper and took nineteen 
catches and eleven stumpings during the year, not 
bad for someone who had not kept that often. Shaun 
started the season with a great hundred and scored 
one or two fi fties, but will need to post bigger scores 
than the usual thirty mark. He has the ability to do so. 
Conor was the most economical bowler in the team, 
his runs per over were 2,8 for the season which was 
outstanding. He was the second highest wicket taker 
and contributed regularly with the bat. Shaun and 
Conor will both develop into fi ne cricketers and both 
will play for the School’s 1st XI in the next few years. 
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Our middle order consisted of Bryce Anderson, 
Mark Russel, Sikhumbuza ‘Buzz’ Dhlomo and 
Daniel Smith. Bryce was a hard hitting batsman 
who contributed in the second half of the year with 
a number of vital scores, but he needs to control his 
hitting and keep focused. Mark, who started as an 
opening bowler and lower order batsman, will need 
to work on his batting and realise that he has the 
ability to become a top middle order batsman with a 
bit more hard work. Buzz never quite played to his 
ability, his form in the nets was not transferred to 
the middle and he will need to concentrate harder. 
Although he only bowled in the last game, he 
could become a surprise package next year. Daniel 
occupied the number four spot and, technically, he 
has the ability to become a solid number four but he 
will need to work on his attacking play and learn to 
hit the ball when required. Daniel took some superb 
catches this year and, I believe as he grows a bit, he 
will be a super cricketer.

The bowlers and lower order of the team were 
comprised of Riaan de Klerk, Robbie Beckwith, 
Rossouw de Waal, Alden Geldenhuys and Kyle 
Pastor. Riaan was a solid opening bowler who 
bowled well during the fi rst term and struggled 
slightly during the fourth term. Once he takes the 
pressure off himself and relaxes, his bowling will 
take off and his batting will develop as he grows into 
his role as an all-rounder, but he needs to believe in 
himself. Robbie was one of the best fi elders in the 
team and his run outs against Grey and Affi es were 
outstanding; his bowling, with a bit of work, could 
become the team’s strength, but he needs to put the 
ball in the right place more consistently. Robbie’s 
batting was at times exciting, but he, too, needs 
to select his shots and be prepared to be patient. 
Rossouw came in from the B team and he adjusted 
well, he was the most improved bowler in the team 

and ended the season with sixteen wickets. Although 
his batting was not his strong point, he featured in 
a number of partnerships that enabled the team to 
win games. Alden was again very economical and 
although he did not get many wickets, he often kept 
the batsman in check. His last few overs against KES 
were outstanding. On the batting side, Alden was our 
number eleven and did not get many opportunities 
to bat. Kyle also spent the fi rst term in the B team 
but improved tremendously during the Charl van 
Rooyen festival and eventually opened the bowling 
for the team. Kyle has the pace and bounce to become 
a top class bowler, but he must work on his line and 
length. Kyle was in the same boat as Alden and did 
not get many chances to bat.

Other players to play games in the team were 
Lloyd Parker, a useful middle order batsman and 
an off-spinner. Bob Mbithi, Cullen Botes and Trent 
Williams also had one or two games for the team.
This season has been a most successful one with the 
team winning 80% of their games. The boys must be 
commended on their team spirit and, I believe, it was 
often the self-belief in the team that won them games.

To the parents, thank you for your support. 
Regardless of where the team played most of the 
parents travelled to the away venues to support their 
sons and the team. The team braai at the Coetzee’s 
house at the end of the year was testimony to the 
parents’ commitment to the team, as all the parents 
whose sons played in the team attended the braai. 
This team has been a pleasure to coach and I hope 
that they have gained from the experience of playing 
in a Boys High U14A cricket team. I look forward to 
watching you boys achieve your goals and play at 
the highest level possible. Well done boys, thanks 
for a most enjoyable season.

M Housdon, Coach

Peter Beckwith putting some spin on the ball Anthin Botes displaying a good front foot drive for 4 runs
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U14B Cricket
Once again, a most enjoyable cricket season was had 
by all involved with the Under 14B cricket team this 
year. While our results may not have proved to be as 
successful as some of the past Under 14B teams, the 
cricket played was always done so in the right spirit 
and for the right reasons and those are to enjoy the 
game and have fun.

When one looks at the results, we see that we 
won more than we lost but, as a traditional cricket 
playing school with loads of depth, we really should 
have done better. Winning six and losing fi ve of our 
matches was really not good enough and one will 
notice it was all of the big games (bar one) which 
we lost. The team’s results were certainly not due to 
a lack of talent or motivation but rather to a lack of 
consistency. There is no doubt that the mood in the 
team was always upbeat and positive and coaching 
them was certainly, at all times, a pleasure. Our 
demise was due to our inability to put all three facets 
of the game, namely bowling, batting and fi elding, 
together, on a single Saturday morning.

When one considers the fi rst matches against AHS 
and KES and the fact that we were set targets of 172 
and 167 respectively, only ill-disciplined bowling 
and fi elding can be blamed as very few teams and 
batsmen can be expected to chase down scores as big 
as these in a thirty over match. At the same time, 
having set a total of 137 in our second match against 
AHS, while it was probably never quite going to 
be enough, we should never have allowed them to 
reach it quite as easily as they did. Yet, on the other 
hand, we were able to get sides out on a number of 
occasions for less than 100 runs.

Our batting also proved to be inconsistent. Against 
Alberton Schools we scored a mammoth 254 but 
this really proved to be our only truly fi ne batting 
performance. It was probably in this area of the game 
that we really let ourselves down the most. When one 
considers that only three fi fties were scored by this 
team the entire season, and, not surprisingly, two 
of them in the Alberton Schools match, it becomes 
obvious that this area of our game was not up to 
scratch. In the match against Waterkloof, if anyone 
had offered us a total of 131 to chase down before 
the game, we would have taken it without a second 
thought. This was a real opportunity to get to win 
against a good cricket side but, unfortunately, the 
bat let us down again and we were all out for a very 
disappointing 64.

Despite many Wednesday afternoons spent 
practising our fi elding skills on Abernethy fi eld, this 
area of our game also regularly let us down. Not on 
any occasion did we manage to hold on to all of 

the catching chances presented to us in a match. Too 
often, in the covers, we would allow the opposition 
to dominate by allowing them too many singles and, 
instead of each man cutting down the number of 
runs in the fi eld, sloppy fi elding would often allow 
the opposition to score ten or twenty runs more than 
they should have.

There is no doubt, however, that we did hit our 
best form right at the end of the season. Our fi nest 
hour came in the penultimate match of the season 
in our second encounter against KES. Staring down 
the barrel at 54 for 0 after 10 overs, the team may 
well have capitulated but this is where they showed 
their true spirit. After a fi ne bowling performance, 
particularly by Cullen Botes, the team fought back to 
comfortably win by six wickets. A fi ne performance 
on the day and a particularly satisfying one, especially 
after the drubbing we received from this team in the 
fi rst term. Our fi nal match against St Albans also saw 
us achieve a substantial win, beating them by 100 
runs. These fi nal two matches were a great way to 
end the season and were probably a better refl ection 
of this team’s ability, rather than the overall results.

Despite the results, it was the positive attitude 
that this team had and their forever tenacious spirit, 
which was never more evident than in this match 
against KES, for which I will remember this young 
team. At no stage did the boys ever become negative 
or despondent but always represented their school 
with pride and vigour. There is no doubt that there 
is an abundance of talent amongst these eleven boys 
and if they continue to believe in themselves and 
have the same positive attitude, then the results of 
which they are truly capable, will follow.

In conclusion I would like to thank Kyle Pastor 
and Lloyd Parker, who both captained the team in 
the fi rst and fourth terms respectively, for all their 
effort. Both these boys are fi ne cricket playing boys 
and their positive input, knowledge of the game and 
continued motivation were very much appreciated 
by myself. Many thanks, too, to one of the unsung 
heroes of the side, young Taljaard de Wet who, 
as vice captain, was at all times the positive and 
motivational force behind the team (and the stumps) 
with his effervescent personality.

Greg Hassenkamp, Coach

Played:  11
Won:  6
Lost:  5
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U14C Cricket
The under 14C Cricket side had a very successful 
year in 2007. The trials in the beginning of the year 
were again marred by rain and this made choosing 
the sides a very diffi cult task, with many talented 
boys being stuck in lower teams initially.

When the rain fi nally stopped the team started off 
in the worst possible way, losing to Affi es in the very 
fi rst game. The side then decided to play an internal 
game against the D team, which proved invaluable 
as many of the D team players moved up and some 
went right up to the A and B teams.

The loss to Affi es seemed to provide the spark 
that was needed, for the side never looked back 
and went unbeaten for the remainder of the year. 
Highlights of the year included the thrashing of St 
Johns and the double victory over the old rivals, 
King Edward. However, the most memorable game 
of the year was the revenge game against Affi es in 
the last term. The side showed tremendous courage 
and true Boys High attitude of ’never say die’, with 
Luke Levitt and Bob Mbithi hitting the winning runs 
off the fi nal over to give Boys High a narrow one 
wicket victory. The side, as a result of the guts and 
courage shown by the boys, was named as the sports 
team of the week, which was richly deserved.

A special word of thanks to all the boys for 
making it a memorable year and I look forward to 
seeing you all playing for Boys High in the future 
and some of you perhaps in the white cap.
Braddon Cloete

U14D Cricket
It has been a pleasure coaching the U14D team this 
year. The team was unbeaten in all nine of their 
matches, including the unforgettable victory over the 
U14C team. The team was well captained by Michael 
Frayne for the whole season. Good contributions of 
runs were made by Stuart Dunlop, Daniël Truter, 
Matthew Lombard and Tyler Lockhart. Most of the 
wickets were taken by Jason Jennings, Taylor Peters 
and Daniel Swanepoel. The closest game of the 
season was against Trinity House B team. Boys High 
were bowled out for 104. Trinity House reached 100 
for 7 with 4 overs to spare and then were bowled out 
for 102, giving Boys High an exciting victory. 

Congratulations to all the boys who moved up, 
namely Tyler Lockhart, Daniël Truter, Matthew Spence, 
Dustin Lotriet, Calvin Craig, Matthew Lombard and 
Stuart Dunlop. Thank you for the enjoyable season 
and I wish you all the best for the future.

Derek van der Merwe, Coach

U14E Cricket
The u14E team has come along in leaps and bounds. 
James Storey and Matthew Ritchie have shown 
major improvement in their bowling and batting 
abilities. Although the end of the year was riddled 
with tougher opponents, this young and talented 
side showed great character and love for the school 
through their commitment.

Ross Carstens, Coach
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Tour in Bloemfontein has come to an end.
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Old Boys’ Race Form I Race
Boys  1. M Calitz 
1. T Malope 2. R De Waal
2. B Ward  3. W Eve
3. G Currie
Old Boys
6. A Cordes

Social Race
Boys  Girls
1. T Malope 1. A Landsburg
2. D Slabbert 2. B Barnard
3. B Ward  3. L Immelman

10 km Classic 
Junior  Senior
1. M Calitz 1. T Malope
2. D Van Heerden 2. G Currie
3. W Eve  3. B Ward

King-of-the-Mountain Race
Junior  Senior
1. M Calitz 1. B Ward
2. D Van Heerden 2. T Malope
3. R De Waal 3. D Slabbert

Inter-House
Under 14  Under 15
1. M Calitz 1. D Van Heerden
2. R De Waal 2. W Eve
3. B Lock  3. L Badenhorst
Under 16  Under 17
1. B Ward  1. K Mabotja
2. L Mabe  2. D Sutherland
3. K Mabe  3. T Rasebotsa
Under 19  Overall
1. T Malope 1. T Malope
2. D Slabbert 2. K Mabotja
3. B De Jongh 3. B Ward 
Junior winners: Senior winners:

School House Solomon House
First Jo’burg League Race
Juniors (1st) Seniors (1st) 
2. D Van Heerden 1. T Malope
3. M Calitz 2. B Ward
4. M Currie 4. G Currie
10. K Semenya 8. b De Jongh

Second Jo’burg League Race
Juniors (1st) Seniors (1st)
3. D Van Heerden 4. B Ward
5. M Currie 5. G Currie
6. M Calitz 6. B De Jongh
16. K Semenya 17. T Malope

Third Jo’burg League Race
Juniors (3rd)  Seniors (1st) 
4. M Currie 1. T Malope
14. J Mouton 3. B Ward

15. K Semenya 9. B De Jongh
20. R De Waal 15. G Currie

Fourth Jo’burg League Race
Juniors (2nd) Seniors (1st) 
7. M Currie 2. B Ward
8. M Calitz 3. T Malope
9. D Van Heerden 12. G Currie
18. K Semenya 14. B De Jongh

Fifth Jo’burg League Race
Juniors (1st)  Seniors (2nd)
1. M Currie 1. T Malope
5. D Van Heerden 3. B Ward
7. M Calitz 12. B De Jongh
14. J Mouton 20. J Wagner

Inter-League Championship Race
Juniors (bronze) Seniors (gold)
7. M Calitz 5. B Ward
12. J Mouton 6. G Currie
15. K Semenya 7. B De Jongh
28. K Kasure 13. K Mabe
30. W Eve  24. T Rasebotsa
42. N Fryer 32. J Wagner

PBHS vs Kearseney and Westville
Juniors (won) Seniors (won)
1. D Van Heerden 1. B Ward
2. M Calitz 3. J Wagner
6. K Kasure 4. L Mabe
7. L Badenhorst 5. K Mabe

PBHS vs Grey College
Juniors (won) Seniors (won)
1. K Kasure 1. T Malope
2. F Du Toit 2. B De Jongh
  4. J Wagner
  6. D Slabbert 

First Pretoria League Race
Juniors (4th) Seniors (5th)
12. M Currie 9. T Malope
16. M Calitz 23. B Ward
29. J Mouton 26. G Currie
48. F Du Toit 35. B De Jongh

Second Pretoria League Race
Juniors (11th) Seniors (6th)
14. M Currie 7. T Malope
49. F Du Toit 31. B De Jongh
64. K Semenya 38. B Ward
67. J Du Preez 54. D Sutherland

Third Pretoria League Race
Juniors (11th) Seniors (7th)
10. M Calitz 11. T Malope
54. F Du Toit 29. G Currie
56. K Kasure 52. T Rasebotsa
60. K Semenya 73. D Sutherland

Fourth Pretoria League Race
Juniors (8th) Seniors (6th)
9. M Calitz 31. G Currie
39. J Mouton 36. B De Jongh
51. K Semenya 38. K Mabotja
52. F Du Toit 49. T Rasebotsa

Final Pretoria League Standings
The juniors placed 8th.
The seniors placed 6th

Pretoria League Relay Race
Juniors (4th) Seniors (7th) 
M Calitz  T Malope
M Currie  G Currie
F Du Toit  B De Jongh
K Semenya B Ward

Street Mile
Junior  Senior
1. M Currie 1. T Malope
2. M Calitz 2. G Currie
3. J Mouton 3. D Slabbert

Headmaster’s Prestige
Junior  Senior
1. M Calitz 1. K Mabotja
2. M Currie 2. B Ward
3. D Van Heerden 3. K Mabe

Awards 2007
Full Colour Re-award
T Malope

New Full Colour Award
B Ward

Half Colour Re-awards
G Currie
B De Jongh
T Rasebotsa

New Half Colour Awards
D Sutherland

Champion Runner Trophy
Junior  Senior
M Calitz  T Malope

Spirit Trophy Crock Cup
G Currie  K Mabe
B De Jongh L Mabe
T Malope   

Best Under14 Best Under15
M Calitz  M Currie

Best Under 16 Best Under 17

B Ward  T Rasebotsa 
Best Under 19 Progress Trophy
T Malope  F Du Toit

Dedication Trophy
B Ward
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Cross country
The year got off to an auspicious start when fi ve of 
our boys beat André Cordes in the Old Boys Race. 
André was one of Boys High’s top runners about 
eight years ago (and he is still a good runner). Soon 
after that, Max Calitz almost broke the Form I Race 
record; and as early as the King-of-the-Mountain 
Race he had caused an upset when he beat Daan Van 
Heerden who was the best junior runner at the time. 
Brett Ward caused an upset too, when he beat Tumi 
Malope in that same race. It was exciting to have new 
kings on the mountain.

Proof of the team’s strength came in the second 
term: both the juniors and the seniors topped the 
log before going into the winner-take-all fi nal. The 
seniors managed to win the league B despite Tumi’s 
absence in the fi nal B thanks to a fi ne performance 
by Kelebogile Mabe. The juniors, however, were 
faced by all kinds of last-minute setbacks. In the end 
we couldn’t even fi ll a team and had to hastily fi nd 
someone who was in the wrong place at the wrong 
time. We managed to fi nd such a boy B and he didn’t 
go home empty handed. Just like the coxswain the 
Dutch rowing team managed to pull out the crowd 
in the 1900 Olympics, so too did Nathan Fryer win a 
medal for his effort. Although the junior team didn’t 
win the gold they deserved, I thought it was fortuitous 
that they at least won bronze medals.

The underwhelming team results in the third term 
managed to overshadow some excellent individual 
performances. The problem with the Pretoria League 
is that it’s so competitive. The top teams’ scores are 
separated by a handful of points so that a slightly 
weakened team is easily demoralized, especially when 
everyone has got used to doing well. I remember how 
thrilled I was seven years ago when the senior team 
placed 7th. This year everyone seemed to think it was 
almost embarrassing. 

The Crock Cup was awarded to the Mabe twins: 
not only enduring confusingly similar fi rst names and 
running styles, and not only fi nishing races together, 
the Mabe twins get injured together B both irreparable 
knee injuries. And I think Keabetswa Mabe and 
Kelebogile Mabe have both injured the same knee too! 
Still, this was a poor consolation award for the twins 
who could have had matching Half Colours ties had 
it not been for their injuries. The Progress Trophy was 
awarded to Francois Du Toit for hiding his talent so 
well up until now. And the Dedication Trophy was 
awarded to Brett ‘A’Ward for his meticulously kept 
runner’s journal. Seriously, though, it’s touching to 
have a runner of this calibre and determination in the 
team. He deserves all the awards he gets. 

We say goodbye to a number of Form 5’s, fi ve of 
whom have been stalwarts in the cross-country team 
since Form I. I often describe Tumi Malope as the 
best runner I’ve seen pass through the School. Tumi, 
Greg Currie and Bernard De Jongh leave having been 
awarded the Spirit Trophy, not because they’re the 
loudest or funniest boys in the team, but because 
their attitude to cross-country has contributed to 
an atmosphere of camaraderie and leadership. 
(Apologies to Milan ‘Skinboy Poborsky’ Olivier who 
remains a deserving runner-up for this award.) We say 
goodbye to Cameron Simon, himself a Spirit Trophy 
winner in 2006. He is the embodiment of the nice-
guys-don’t-win-races expression. If he does hold any 
records, it would have to be as the youngest matric 
ever to compete for the cross-country team. And, 
lastly, we say goodbye to Deon ’noddy’ Slabbert, the 
oldest matric ever to compete for the cross-country 
team. What he does and where he hides just before a 
race remains a mystery to us all.

Lincoln Keeton

Mabe 1 climbing out of 
Heartbreak Hill

Daan van Heerden going 
on to win the junior race vs 

Kearsney and Westville Boys 
High

A bored Brett Ward and Jarryd Wagner pose for photos while they wait for 
everyone else to fi nish
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Cross country senior team

Front Row L–R: C Simon, B de Jongh, T Malope, G Currie, M du Plessis.
Second Row L–R: K Mabotja, D Sutherland, J Wagner, B Ward, T Rasebotsa.

Back Row L–R: Mr L Keeton (Coach), M Taderera, J Bekker, M Hatton, G Konopi.

‘The Happy Runner’ by Geoffrey Smuts
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Fencing
Our fencing season this year started off as usual on 
a positive note. The fl ood of eager Form 1s at the 
beginning of each year is a common sight and it 
was no different this year. They learnt that fencing 
was not just about trying to hit one’s friend with a 
sword by involved technique and footwork. Many 
of them left due to the strict rule of our excellent 
and dedicated coach, Andrei Kovrijnykh, but there 
were a few who remained of the rest of the year 
and showed promising results. The seniors’ fi tness 
levels were truly pushed to the limits (after the long 
holiday) to help them get back into training.

Pretoria Boys High School’s Fencing Club is one 
of the biggest in Pretoria and is jealously looked 
upon by other schools due to our domination at 
competitions. We were privileged this year to host 
one of the Gauteng Fencing Association’s Ranking 
competitions and it was truly a great success. Many 
Saturdays this year were spent at competitions in 
either Johannesburg or at TUKS. Our rivals from 
Crawford Lonehill were at the competitions as usual 
and their coach also started to come to these 

competitions because she was intrigued by our medal 
domination and she also learnt that only through hard 
work and dedication can you achieve victory. Besides 
the skill of our coach, training with electrical equipment 
also gave us the edge we needed to be victorious.

The entire team was amazed after a Form 2 boy, 
William Fourie (U15) won a gold medal in the 
U17 age group. William showed promising results 
throughout the year and we congratulate him. The 
seniors, Daniel Fourie and Francois van der Merwe, 
in the Open Division had a tough year because 
South African fencers, who are extremely talents 
participated, but this did not get the seniors down 
and they continued to their best. Rayan Peters, Devon 
Hendey and Dylan Patterson are also extremely 
talented fencers and have continually shown 
their support and dedication towards the fencing 
team. Cornelius van der Westhuizen also showed 
excellent results after having won medals in many 
competitions. Neil van Bergen must be congratulated 
on winning a gold medal in the U15 division. The 
entire fencing team must be congratulated for their 

Front Row L–R: Fourie, D Hendey, D Fourie (Captain), S van der Merwe, R Peters.
Second Row L–R: Mr C Fowler (Master-in-Charge), D Patterson, E Hudson-Lamb, C van der Westhuizen, J Kenyon.

Back Row L–R: C Davis, D Esterhuizen, N van Bergen, M Jacobs.
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loyalty and dedication and promising results.
Full colours for the 2006 fencing season were 

awarded to Daniel Fourie and Francois van der 
Merwe. Half colours were awarded to Rayan Peters 
and Cornelius van der Westhuizen. We would 
like to congratulate these boys on an excellent 
achievement.

Leadership is a very important component 
because without it everyone is lost and Daniel Fourie 
did an outstanding job as the captain. We also thank 
Francois van der Merwe for his support to team 
because he and Daniel Fourie had to teach the Form 
1s the basics before our coach arrived, this is truly a 

diffi cult task.
We would also like to thank our coach for his 

outstanding support and dedication to our team even 
though he is very strict and Russian punishment is 
lethal! We would also like to thank our Master-in-
charge, Mr Fowler, for his time and support. He had 
to deal with electrical equipment which is truly a 
diffi cult and frustrating task due to the equipment 
being so vulnerable to malfunction. Without his 
management skills and positive attitude fencing 
would not take place or be enjoyable.

Rayan Peters
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Golf
Pretoria Boys High School has fi ve offi cial golf teams 
that consist of 4 players per team. There are much 
more than 20 boys who play golf in the school, but 
unfortunately we can only accommodate 20 boys in 
the different leagues and competitions. In 2006 we 
had an exceptional team that won every competition 
that we played in, but this year we struggled to 
repeat any of those results. We started this year 
with great news when it was announced that Johan 
de Beer was still number one in South Africa on the 
South African Golf Foundation rankings and once 
again selected as the captain. Leon-Brink Knoll was 
also selected for this team and was fourth in South 
Africa. We are very proud of these boys and their 
achievements. Well done. Unfortunately Leon-Brink 
Knoll decided to leave Boys High and do Home 
Schooling so that he could play in more tournaments 
and to better himself. 

We basically had a brand new 1st golf team this 
year with only Johan de Beer left from the 2006 team. 
The 1st tournament of the year was the Gauteng 
North Golf Challenge for High Schools where we 
came second to Waterkloof. This turned out to be 
our best result of the year. The 2nd competition of 
the year was the Chairman’s Trophee which is a 
knock out competition where we entered our 1st and 
2nd teams. Our 2nd team was knocked out very early 
and our 1st team made it to the 3rd round where 
they were knocked out by Akasia in a shock defeat 
in a play off. During May we had a few boys who 
played in the Gauteng North Golf Championships 
but none of the boys had success. We also had three 
boys who made it to the last round of trials for the 
Gauteng North Golf Team but once again, without 
any success.

The actual Gauteng golf league takes place 
during the 3rd and the 4th term. We entered the 1st 
and 2nd team in the A division where you have to 
have a handicap of less than 10. We entered our 3rd 
and 4th teams into the B division where you have to 
have a handicap between 10 and 18. We also entered 
a development side into the C division where 
the players have to be in forms 1–3 and have no 
handicap or a handicap between 18–24. These boys 
play matches against other schools but there is no 
actual league for them. Our 5th team really enjoyed 
the golf and the opportunity to play on some of the 
better golf courses in Pretoria. One of the drawbacks 
for these boys is that there are not enough fi xtures for 
these boys and they don’t get enough opportunity to 
improve themselves. Our 3rd and 4th teams had some 
good wins during the league, but unfortunately 
did not make it to the semi fi nals. Our 2nd team 
also played good golf but competing against other 
schools 1st teams was just too diffi cult and they also 
did not make the semi fi nals. Our 1st team had the 
best chance to make the semi fi nals but had another 
shock defeat to Oos-Moot. Unfortunately we lost in 
a count out to Affi es and Oos-Moot for a spot in the 
semi fi nal which summarised the year we had. We 
just could not put a complete game of golf together 
as a team when it mattered and therefore has no 
silverware to show for our efforts in 2007. 

Johan de Beer is to be congratulated for fl ying the 
Boys High fl ag high as he represented and captained 
the South African Team in Japan during July and in 
Scotland during September this year. Well done, we 
are very proud of you.

My thanks go to all the boys who represented the 
school on the golf courses this year. Their impeccable 
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behaviour made them great ambassadors for the 
school even though we did not have much success 
on the golf course this year. Numerous staff from 
other school complimented the boys which made 
me very proud to be a Boys High staff member.

Finally, thanks are due to Mr. Jordan who took 
the 2nd team, Mr Badenhorst who took the 3rd and 

4th teams and Mr Fielding who took the 5th team 
this year. Without their help it would not have been 
possible to offer golf to the boys as a sport at Pretoria 
Boys High School. The time and effort that the three 
of them put into the school’s golf is appreciated and 
I look forward to working with them next year. 
MIC: Mike Smuts

A team

Front Row L–R: J de Beer, Mr M Smuts (Coach), D Coetzee.
Back Row L–R: W Preece, B de Klerk.

The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:177The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:177 2008/06/06   02:54:07 PM2008/06/06   02:54:07 PM



The Pretorian178

SP
O

RT
Golf
Hockey report for 2007
vs Eldoraigne (won 8–0)
This was the fi rst match of the season and was played 
on a dry astro, which was not going to be very easy. 
We could not have asked for a better start as Lesedi 
Mashishi scored the fi rst goal within 30 seconds of 
starting the match. We moved the ball around very 
well and created a lot of space to move the ball in. 
The second half was disappointing as we seemed to 
just run that little bit extra with the ball and did not 
string enough passes together. The game became a 
little scrappy towards the end. It was not too bad for 
the start of the season.

(Goals scored by: L. Mashishi, B. Burger, Y. 
Cunning, A. Vervoort × 2, J. de Kiewit, P. Makwinja, 
N. Muller) 
vs King Edward the vii (won 5–3)
This was going to be a tough fi xture especially away 
from home. The boys knew that they were going 
to be challenged. We started off playing tentative 
hockey and ended up being defensive. We started to 
control the ball better and dominate the game. The 
fi rst goal came from some very persistent play from 
Lesedi Mashisi by putting pressure on their defence 
into making errors. Antony created brilliant play in 
the KES circle which led to a penalty stroke. Antony 
duly converted the penalty stroke. Not much later a 
penalty corner ended in another penalty stroke which 
Antony converted. This put us in a commanding 
lead. For the fi rst part of the second half there were 
some opportunities for both teams which we did not 
capitalise on.Chris Nel prevented a comeback from 
KES by making a very good jumping save. KES did 
score by an error from us but Berne Burger scored 
again within thirty seconds. About fi ve minutes later, 
KES scored again and the same happened that Paul 
Makwinja scored after some robust play by Berne 
Burger in the KES circle. That defi nitely fi nished off 
KES even though they scored a goal in the last two 
minutes of play. Very good victory for the team.

(Goals: L. Mashishi, A. Vervoort × 2 , B. Burger, 
P. Makwinja )

Hockey festival at Selborne College.
vs Queens College (won 2–1)
We started off the match very well by putting 
pressure on Queens and not giving them time to 
settle and Anthony scored with a very well taken 
fl ick, beating the keeper in a congested area. Ten 
minutes later Queens scored from an error which 
cost us dearly. In the second half we had a penalty 
corner that got stuck on the astro and York Cunning 
reacted quicker than other players and hit the ball 
reverse stick to score and give us our victory. All 
round it was not a good match, as we went through 
patches of too many errors and subsequent loss of 
possession.
(A. Vervoort, Y. Cunning)
vs Selborne (drew 1–1)
In this game we dominated very well in the fi rst fi fteen 
minutes with Selborne not having an opportunity to 
have very much possession of the ball. In this period 
of play we scored a well deserved goal by Navarre 
Muller. There was a strange decision by the umpire 
and the boys were very slow to react to this decision 
and were caught napping and had to learn the hard 
way. In the second half we had opportunities but the 
shots were misdirected and the goalkeeper never had 
to save a shot. We need to improve accuracy. This is 
probably what cost us the game: not converting those 
opportunities and putting the pressure on Selborne. 
Lots of individual performances had improved and 
a better skill performance level was noted.
(N. Muller)
vs Grey High (won 1–0)
We had a score to settle with Grey High. So the boys 
were pumped up for this game to make sure that 
we did not lose this match. We put a lot of pressure 
on Grey from the start and we kept the ball away 
from them to frustrate them. This paid off as Antony 
Vervoort scored a well aimed reverse stick shot that 
caught the goalkeeper off his guard. This early goal 
defi nitely settled the nerves. We dominated the rest 
of the fi rst half by putting pressure on their defence 

Antony Vervoort getting ready to take a penalty stroke
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which forced them on to the back foot. The second 
half followed much the same pattern but about 
ten minutes from the end we seemed to lose some 
structure and gave away too much possession. The 
defence kept a cool head and started to settle the 
team and we fi nished off strongly.
(A. Vervo ort) 
vs Hilton (won 2–1)
The team played better hockey in terms of structure. 
We kept control of the ball better and moved the ball 
around the park more effi ciently. However, against 
play, Hilton scored a fortunate goal. The team kept 
to the structure but was a little frustrated as we did 
not create opportunities. Early in the second half we 
scored. Not much later we scored a second goal. We 
squandered some chances but it was the best hockey 
to date and we deserved the victory.
(A. Vervoort, B Burger)

vs Wynburg ( lost 0–1 )
After playing very good hockey in the previous 
match the team put huge pressure on themselves 
to be unbeaten. The team dominated for much 
of the match. The goal scored in the fi rst half was 
an untidy affair and the goal was a fortunate one. 
Opportunities were aplenty and we should have 
won the game. But we missed the goals too often 
and the goalkeeper made great saves so making it 
very diffi cult to score. 
vs Parktown (won 2–1)
Parktown matches are always very physical affairs 
with verbal battles that take place on the fi eld. 
The most important aspect of the match is to not 
get drawn in by these distractions. It can be very 
diffi cult to maintain your focus and stick to your 
game plan. What impressed me the most about 
the boys is that they did not get fl ustered by what 

was going on around them. They maintained their 
very strict discipline and that is what won them the 
match, with Parktown scoring a consolation goal 
with about a minute of time left to go.
(B. Burger and A. Vervoort) 
vs Maritzburg College (lost 2–3)
As the score refl ects, this was always going to be a 
tight affair. In the fi rst ten minutes both sides moved 
the ball deep and wide with College having a few 
shots at goal. When we got our fi rst penalty corner 
there was a golden opportunity to score but we 
missed a chance in front of the goal. They scored off 
a penalty corner to take a lead of one goal at half 
time. After a few minutes into the 2nd half we got a 
penalty corner and from that we got a penalty stroke 
which was converted by Antony Vervoort. Soon 
after that we managed to obtain possession in their 
25 yard area and, after a scramble, Navarre Muller 

scored a very good defl ected goal. A few minutes 
later the game took a turn for the worse as the 
umpires started to send off players with, eventually, 
six being sent off. This defi nitely put a dampener 
on the match for both teams. In the last 3 minutes 
we gave away possession and conceded a goal. We 
then managed to get two penalty corners in the last 
minute but failed to get a goal from them. This was, 
however, still a very exciting match.
(A.Vervoort, N.Muller)
vs Waterkloof (won 5–1)
This was a mid-week fi xture in which we were up 
against a bit of breakdown hockey and negative 
play. We, at times, seemed not to play as well as we 
would against our traditional rivals. It is diffi cult to 
maintain discipline but we managed to do it for most 
of the match. The team played well and moved the 
ball around with purpose. At times it seems that we 
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Too much pace for that goalkeeper
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do not always capitalize on our opportunities very 
well (in such matches) which is disappointing.
(A.Vervoort, P.Beckwith, B.Burger, Y.Cunning and 
M. Sykes)
vs Kearsney (won 5–2)
In this game the boys played well and the mid-week 
match helped a lot to get the goal scoring confi dence 
up. From the start of play we were in control 
and dominated the fi rst ten to fi fteen minutes. 
Unfortunately, we had some good chances that 
just missed the target. Even though we conceded 
two goals the boys were not in danger of losing the 
match.

(P.Makwinja, A.Vervoort × 2, M.Sykes and 
L.Mashishi) 
vs St Stithians (won 2–0)
Not a very good match to watch as we never got 
going. We kept on giving possession away and, as a 

result, we did not get too many opportunities at goal. 
After about twenty minutes we had a free hit that 
came off a St Stithians defender which was converted 
by Nick Hawker. The second half was not much 
better as we seemed to get in each other’s way. The 
highlight of the second half was York Cunning’s pass 
from midfi eld that he followed up, got the ball on the 
twenty fi ve yard line and calmly beat the keeper with 
a reverse stick shot to seal victory for us. 
(N. Hawker and Y. Cunning)
vs St Johns (won 2–1)
The hockey the team played was one of good control 
and moving the ball around well. The work rate 
of the players was very good in this game. After a 
couple of penalty corners, that were well defended, 
Michael Sykes fi nished off a good move down the 
right of the fi eld and scored our fi rst goal. A couple 
of minutes later, Nicholas Hawker had a break in the 

midfi eld and carried the ball into their twenty fi ve 
yard area. He crossed the ball with the reverse stick 
and Peter Beckwith dived before the goalkeeper 
could get there and defl ected the ball into the goal. It 
was a good all round performance by the team.
(M. Sykes and P.Beckwith) 
vs Jeppe (drew 2–2)
This match was an up and down affair. We played 
well at periods but needed some luck for the ball to 
go into the goal. The goals that we gave away were 
due to lack of concentration and Jeppe punished us 
for that. On the day, the draw was a disappointing 
result but Jeppe are always a diffi cult team to
beat.
(N.Hawker and B.Burger)
vs Kes ( lost 0–2)
This game was very much a midfi eld battle. At the 
beginning of the match we were put on the back foot 

but we started getting into the game. We got three 
early opportunities which we did not capitalise on, 
this was important to the outcome of the match 
as, after beating them convincingly earlier in the 
season, they would not have recovered from one or 
two goals. As the match progressed it became an up 
and down affair. We probably became less focused 
towards the end of the match and conceded two 
goals in the last few minutes due to poor marking. A 
very disappointing result. 
vs Affi es (won 2–0)
These matches have become very competitive as a 
local derby. Affi es will always run very hard right 
to the end of the match. Their goalkeeper was very 
good so we knew that we would have to outsmart 
him. We created a couple of early opportunities of 
which he saved all of them. At a short corner we hit 
the ball towards the keeper’s right post. He made 
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Antony 1 – Goalkeeper 0
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the save but Michael Sykes was too quick on the 
rebound and scored. At the next short corner, Berne 
ran in towards the penalty spot and York ran to his 
right and passed to the penalty spot and Berne`s 
defl ection was too good. The second half was a 
frustrating one as all that Affi es did was to put all 
their players in their circle which made it diffi cult to 
score. It was a well played match by all the boys and 
they dominated the match. 
(M.Sykes, B.Burger)
Cape Town tour
vs Bishops (won 4–0)
The fi rst match of our tour. The match started 
with the team moving the ball across the fi eld with 
purpose and pace. Due to this pressure we were 
rewarded with an early goal by Antony Vervoort. 
Their goalkeeper kept them in the game with two 
good saves. This is the best the team has played this 
season. They dominated all aspects of the match and 
never allowed Bishops any time to settle. A very 
positive way to start the festival and all the players 
were able to get a run.

(A.Vervoort × 3 and N.Muller)
vs DF Malan (won 6–0)
For our second match we travelled to Belville. Having 
not played against them before I was not sure what 
to expect from them. The most important aspect 
was that we must not run with the ball but rather 
move the ball around. We scored an early goal from 
a penalty corner when the ball was defl ected in on 
the near post. York Cunning was on form with his 
drag fl ick and converted three penalty corners. The 
team kept their structure well throughout the game 
and this allowed Antony Vervoort the opportunity 
to score two fi eld goals. Berne Burger rounded off 
the tally with a well converted goal.

(Y. Cunning × 3, A. Vervoort × 2, B.Burger)
vs Paul Roos (lost 1–3)
We had the start that we wanted when Antony 
Vervoort put us ahead with an early goal. We still 
played good hockey but somehow we seemed to 
have a problem with the direct style of play from 
the Paul Roos team. Subsequently we gave away 
very soft goals because our defensive structure was 
not disciplined enough. We also struggled to get to 
grips with the bounce of the turf which suited the 
opposition more than it suited us.
(A.Vervoort)
vs St Benedicts (won 2–0)
The team shrugged off their previous loss with a very 
strong all round performance by the whole team. In 
the seventh minute, Lesedi Mashishi lost his marker 
in defence and received the ball on the far post. He 
then hit the upright and the ball went across the face 

of the goal and he scored. Three minutes later we got 
our fi rst penalty corner. York Cunning converted 
this with a precise drag fl ick into the top left corner 
of the goals. From here we never looked back. We 
were disallowed a very well executed drag fl ick 
from York in the second half. But this, fortunately, 
did not have an infl uence on the result.
(L.Mashishi and Y. Cunning)
vs New South Wales bush rangers (won 3–0)
This is one of the matches that the boys were looking 
forward to as it was a team from Australia. The 
players did not want to disappoint and were keen to 
put in a good performance. It could not have started 
off better when York Cunning scored off a drag 
fl ick, as the opposition had questioned the legality 
of York’s stick before the game. The pace of Michael 
Sykes and Antony Vervoort was just too much for 
them in defence. After Antony had scored the third 
goal early in the second half it started to rain very 
hard. At one stage of the match umpires wanted to 
call off the game. Both sides wanted to play on, but 
it did affect the standard of play as I am sure we 
would have scored more goals. 

(A.Vervoort × 2 and Y.Cunning) 
vs Rondebosch Drew (2–2)
This was our fi nal match of our trip to Cape Town 
and would be our most diffi cult match. It was a 
match that displayed very attractive hockey from 
both teams.

We scored fi rst with a good goal from Antony but 
a while later we conceded a very soft goal which 
took the momentum away from us a bit. It ended up 
as a draw and, as much as we felt we should have 
won, a draw was probably a fair refl ection on a very 
good game of hockey. 

(A. Vervoort × 2)
vs Maritzburg College (won 1–0)
Our second match of the season against College. 
Defi nitely not the same pattern as when we played 
in Pietermaritzburg. Both teams were defensive 
and did not want to make any errors. As the game 
continued, the match opened up much more. Our 
aim was to try and close their midfi eld and slow 
the game down, especially when they had free hits. 
It worked well but at times we got caught out, but 
fortunately we did not concede goals. Five minutes 
into the second half we got a free hit on their twenty-
fi ve. Antony Vervoort passed to Michael Sykes who 
went left and peeled back, gave an early pass in the 
circle and Thomas Marx got the slightest of touches 
to score our winning goal. After that, we still created 
some opportunities. Very good win for the team.
(T.Marx) 
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vs Grey College (drew 2–2)
It was not a very attractive match until, with 18 
minutes to go, we had a free hit outside the Grey 
circle. York Cunning took the free hit and hit a fl at 
reverse stick into the circle for Antony Vervoort to 
defl ect it in. One of the best goals I have seen. Grey 
equalized after a couple of minutes but the game 
got exciting in the last four minutes as Grey scored 
a fi eld goal and with two minutes to go Michael 
Sykes beat the left half with good pace and crossed 
the ball in for Antony Vervoort to execute a reverse 
stick shot to equalize. With about a minute to go, 
we gave an aerial ball to their circle and Michael 
Sykes intercepted the bouncing ball and, with the 
goalkeeper stranded on the top of the circle Sykes 
just could not control the ball to put it into the goal. 
A very exciting end to the game.
(A.Vervoort × 2) 

Mornay van Zyl, 1st XI Hockey Coach
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1st Hockey team

Front Row L–R: C Nel, A Vervoort, M Sykes, Y Cunning, T Sedibe.
Second Row L–R: P Makwinja, J de Kiewit, P Beckwith, J Oldnall, D van der Merwe, N Hawker, L Mashishi.

Back Row L–R: Mr P Franken (Coach), N Muller, B Burger, T Marx, Mr M van Zyl (Coach).

Daryl van der Merwe deciding where to throw the overhead.
Assisted by Jonathan Oldnall
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Awards

U14 Player of the year
Shared between Richard Oldnall and Tayla Corney.
U15 Player of the year
Otto Scheffler
U16 Player of the year
Wesley Black

Most improved player
Nicholas Hawker
The green floating trophy for sportsmanship in hockey.
Michael Mole
Player of the year
Antony Vervoort

1st XI Results for 2007

– vs Eldoraigne   won 8–0
– vs Kes   won 5–3
Festival at Selborne College
– vs Queens  won 2–1
– vs Selborne  drew 1–1
– vs Grey High  won 1–1
– vs Hilton  won 2–1
– vs Wynburg  lost 0–1
– vs parktown  won 2–1
– vs maritzburg  lost 2–3
– vs waterkloof  won 5–1
– vs kearsney  won 5–2
– vs st stithians  won 2–0
– vs st johns  won 2–1
– vs jeppe   drew 2–2
– vs kes   lost 0–2
– vs affies   won 2–0

Cape Town International festival
– vs bishops  won 4–0
– vs df malan  won 6–0
– vs paul roos  lost 1–3
– vs st benedicts  won 2–0
– nsw bush rangers  won 3–0
– rondebosch  drew 2–2
– vs maritzburg  won 1–0
– vs grey college  drew 2–2 
played  won
24  16
drew  lost
4  4
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Michael Sykes (Captain)
Michael is very passionate about his hockey. 
This passion came to the fore this year and was 
transferred to the team. His good work ethic was 
always present. His ability to work well with his 
team was very important for good harmony as well 
as an enjoyment in playing for the team. Michael 
was unlucky not to be included in the SA U18 side. 
Well done on a very successful season.
MATCHES: 79
FULL COLOURS (RE-AWARD)
N.GAUTENG U18A
Antony Vervoort
Antony has worked very hard at his game and has 
been rewarded for that in terms of his goal scoring 
success as well as his contribution to the game for 
the team and the school. He has created a hunger 
amongst other players to be successful at hockey. 
Antony defi nitely has the ability to play international 
hockey in the future. We wish him every success for 
the future.
MATCHES: 77 
HONOURS (RE-AWARD)
N.GAUTENG U 18A
SA SCHOOLS U18A
York Cunning
York has been a superb stalwart in the team. York 
has always approached the game from a different 
perspective. He always looks laid back yet when 
the game starts he seems to be in total control of the 
situation. He is a great thinker of the game and has 
been an asset to hockey.
MATCHES: 51
FULL COLOURS
N.GAUTENG U18A
SA SCHOOLS U17A
Peter Beckwith
Peter has put pressure on the rest of the team in 
terms of the fact that his standards were high. Peter 
wanted every player to give of his best at all times 
and at the same time he expected himself to play the 
perfect game. This ’never say die’ attitude was the 
foundation of the team’s success and he defi nitely 
led by example.
MATCHES: 51
FULL COLOURS

Nicholas Hawker
Nick has been a revelation this season. Although a 
quiet person, he defi nitely delivered on the fi eld. He 
always showed a sense of calmness and made it look 
very easy out on the fi eld. Nick would be at ease 
playing in any position when required to do so.
MATCHES: 23
FULL COLOURS
Lesedi Mashishi
Lesedi is a player who does a lot of work on the fi eld 
that goes unnoticed. He reads the game well and is 
in the right place at the right time. His infl uence off 
the fi eld had a very positive effect on the team and 
assisted in a very good season.
MATCHES: 30
FULL COLOURS
N.GAUTENG U 18A
Christopher Nel
Chris has been a stalwart at left half. He controlled 
that area with precision. He did not get fl ustered 
by anything that got thrown at him. His timing of 
his tackle and very good basics never let him down. 
Chris also was a true leader on and off the fi eld and 
this led to the team’s success.
MATCHES: 26
FULL COLOURS
N.GAUTENG U18A
Jonathan Oldnall
Jonathan has gone about his business in a quiet 
manner. He controlled the central defence with a 
calm disposition and did not get too phased by what 
was going on around him. Jonathan defi nitely gave 
his all for this team.We unfortunately missed him in 
the last few matches due to illness.
MATCHES:23
FULL COLOURS 
Daryl van der Merwe
Daryl has got a massive work rate on the fi eld. He 
has grown in stature in his second season in the fi rst 
team and has shown a mature approach to his game. 
He demands a high standard from his fellow team 
members.
MATCHES:40
FULL COLOURS
N.GAUTENG U 18A

1st XI Hockey player profi le for 2007
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Paul Makwinja
Paul had a lot to live up to this season as he had 
to play centre link. Paul was defi nitely up to the 
challenge. He improved that little bit more with 
every game. But he has also realized that it will be a 
demanding position. He was rewarded for his effort 
by making the S.A. U16 A side.
MATCHES:28
FULL COLOURS
N.GAUTENG U16A
SA SCHOOLS U16A
Joshua de Kiewit
Joshua had to adapt to a diffi cult position on the fi eld. 
He was prepared to work hard and showed more 
confi dence during the latter half of the season. He 
has been an integral part of the team this season.
MATCHES:28
FULL COLOURS
Berne Burger
Berne has shown that he has the ability to play 
an array of positions and cope very well in those 
various positions. He is defi nitely a player to watch 
for the future.
MATCHES:24
N.GAUTENG U16A
Thomas Marx
Thomas has given his all to the team. It is not often 
that you fi nd a player who is not always on the fi eld 
for the duration of a match but his work ethic would 
always be positive. He was justly rewarded for his 
efforts by scoring the only goal against Maritzburg 
college for us to win the match.
MATCHES: 23
HALF COLOURS
Tebatso Sedibe
Tebatso is defi nitely the quiet one in the goals which 
is not the norm for goalkeepers. He has worked very 
hard at his game this year. He has been consistent in 
the goals which always gives your team confi dence 
to go forward and attack.
MATCHES:24
HALF COLOURS
Navarre Muller
Navarre has shown huge amounts of enthusiasm for 
the game as well as a willingness to learn about the 
game and improve. Hopefully this attitude will put 
him in good stead during next year’s season.
MATCHES:24
HALF COLOURS
The following boys also played for the fi rst team 
this year: Michael Toweel , Wesley Black ,Brandon 
Harris and Rudi van den Berg. Wesley and Brandon 
came on the Cape Town tour so they would have 
learnt a lot . I would like to thank all four boys for 
their contributions. 
Mornay van Xyl, 1st XI Hockey Coach
 

This is how you dominate your space in hockey (Paul Makwinja)

This is why we tour Cape Town. ‘What a setting!’
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2nd Hockey team
Nice and simple. With another good beginning to the 
season, the boys were very enthusiastic at practices 
and, especially, the fi tness. We had a very close call 
with our fi rst game against KES, but we eventually 
got a 2–2 draw due to the deft touches from two 
identical long corners by Active ‘can I use your 
stick’ Motha. Luckily, half way through the season 
Big Ric’s stick fi nally broke which meant he at last 
got a stick that could throw some decent overheads 
and not just some feeble attempts. With the pace 
and sound effects of Stoken ‘The Tank’ at the back, 
many of the opposition battled to score against us. 
This was helped by ‘the Don, Kimmie, Hansel is so 
hot right now, Jade’ Bosman and the ever-present 
‘T-Bag’, who took some time off from his squash 
games to come and dominate the back and, later in 
the season, the link line. On the attack we had the 
German blitzkrieg with ‘Mike wheels’ Toweel and 
‘You don’t get Bester’ Craig running rings around the 
defence along with the keen eye and deceptively fast 
‘Bambi’ van Biljon. This attacking combination was 
later built up by the fl air of ‘Rooikop’ Shaun Botha 
and the absolute confusion that R ‘Fergalisous’ 

Ferguson brought to the show. These two sections 
in the team were linked by a group that might just 
have had the hardest job ever, the links. Controlled 
by Willie ‘Pot’ Potgieter, ‘Please let me fl ick’ Rudi 
Rudi Rudi RUDI van den Berg and the ‘Active Bots’ 
linked the team in what can only be described as slick 
and smooth. The rock at the back which, on his day, 
was absolutely superb was the ‘Cas, Niks,J, what 
have you done to your pads,’ Jason Knoetze. The 
cool, calm and collected guys in the side must have 
been ‘Spit’ Bryden Rose, Rob Urmann-Smith and 
Rein van Wyk. Others who made short, but worthy, 
appearances in the 2nd XI must be mentioned. Thanks 
to Kgosi Mabotja, Donovan ‘Bradman’ Brand, Mike 
Mole and Simba Makina.

I thank you all for making this an amazing season. 
It was fantastic to coach such a bunch of gentlemen. 
Thanks go to all the families for their support on 
both sides of the fi eld or in other ways. Good luck to 
all the boys leaving and thanks for great memories. 
Nice and simple …

Gavin Jelley, Coach

3rd Hockey team
Wow! What a season! The 3rd Open Hockey Team 
really excelled during the course of the season and 
the cherry on top was that we were unbeaten!

Our forward and link lines stole the show at every 
match with some awe inspiring goals. The goal 
scoring was dominated by James Ferguson with a 
tally of 23! Darren Heath’s and Ian Mulder’s own 
tallies were not too far behind either. Mention must 
be made of the play-makers of the side who were 
Lwazi Ntshingila, Kgosi Mabotja, Allan Tambo, 
Simphiwe Petros and Marc Hatton. They were 
always in attendance and displayed an energetic 
creativity on and off the fi eld.

Although the forwards and links had plenty to do 
with our overall success, credit must be given to our 
impenetrable defence in the form of Donovan Brand, 
Reinhardt van Wyk, Ernst Keys, Michael Mole and 
our lion in the goals, Simba Makina. The odd, 

awesome save that Simba made, particularly against 
formidable opponents, to keep us in the game will 
be remembered and reminisced about for years to 
come. Many matches will be remembered but none 
more than the match against the Garsfontein 1st XI. 
This was the fi rst match of the season that offered 
huge competition and was punctuated by the goal 
against us in the fi rst ten seconds of the game. 
Finishing victorious after that match testifi ed to the 
passion and team effort with which we played.

We thank Mr Acres for giving us the physical 
and mental edge both on and off the fi eld. I would 
also like to thank each and every team member who 
represented the 3rd XI at any time during the season, 
for adding their unique contribution to make it a 
great season for everyone.

Bryden Rose, Captain.

Boys singing the School Song after a match is becoming a very good tradition
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4th Hockey team
I think I am one of the few captains, if not the only 
one, who can proudly say that my team did not lose 
a single match during a Saturday sports fi xture. 
Besides two or three losses in the Pretoria League 
against fi rst teams from other schools, our season 
was fl awless. We made light work of our opposition 
and enjoyed every minute of it.  

Practices were always fun and the team spirit was 
great which made the season even more better.
Last but not least, I would like to thank our coach, 
Daniel Brits, for a great season. Without him we 
would not have achieved half as much as we did or 
had nearly as much fun!

We wish the 2007 Form IVs best of luck for next year.

Matthew Linley, Captain

5th Hockey team
Captain: R Thompson
The 5th XI of 2007 was a competitive, enthusiastic bunch 
of young men who always gave 100% on the fi eld.

The team played their matches in the Pretoria 
C-League due to most of our traditional rivals not 
being able to fi eld open teams down to a 5th XI. 
Although they only won three matches, one must 
remember that all except two were played against 
other schools’ 1st Teams. Two of the three wins 
were against St Johns College 5th Team (11–0) and 
St Albans College 5th Team (5–0) with the third win 
coming against the Willowridge 1st XI (3–2).

The highlight of the season would have to be the 
5th XI vs the PBHS Staff Team on Old Boys Sports 
Day. All credit must be given to the boys who played 
some excellent hockey and pushed the staff team all 
the way through. Unfortunately, victory would not 
be for the boys due to some rather dodgy decisions, 
both umpires being members of staff!

With the bulk of this team in Form 4, most of them 
will be back to play next year. With perseverance, 
there should be quite a few of the team pushing for 
places in the higher teams.

D Wright, Coach

6th Hockey team
This was another very successful season for the 
6th Hockey team. Due to the fact that most schools 
do not have a sixth team, we played teams higher 
than us. Opposing forwards seldom got through the 
rock in our defence, aka ‘Muffi n Man’. Thanks to 
‘Braaivleis’ on the wing we were able to penetrate 
the opposition’s goal area which usually ended in a 
goal. We played Wilgers 1st Team and although we 
lost, the team put on a sterling performance. The team 
spirit was good and hockey practices were enjoyable 
and the boys had fun learning hockey skills. 
This was my most successful and enjoyable coaching 
period at PBHS and it is all due to the talent and 
enthusiasm of the special bunch of boys who call 
themselves the ‘Super Sixes’. Thanks guys!

Greg Forrest, Coach

7th Hockey team
We didn’t exactly have what one would call a 
memorable season, with a permanent team consisting, 
on average, of only fi ve or six players for practices 
and a near-to-full team for matches. Moreover, in all 
of these games we had to borrow keepers because of 
us being short of one of our own. The overall spirit 
of the team was high and I would like to thank those 
players in the team who put in effort and were there 
for every practice arranged and for every match 
played. The season did end on a high note with a 
fl oodlit match on the Hill ‘Astro’ fi eld.

I think special thanks have to go to Mr Illsley, the 
team coach, for being patient and positive with us, as I 
can only imagine what it must have been like to have 
to search for players every week and make sure we 
did, in fact, have a 7th team. Thanks, Sir! To all in the 
team I would like to say good luck for the future.

Regular members of the team were Alastair 
Waldeck, Wayne Smith, Othupile Mothupi, Mokhale 
Phalane, Philip van der Merwe and William Rich.

Alastair Waldeck, Captain

Michael Toweel getting ready to defend against St Albans with 
Tristan Bagshaw and Eric Heilgendorff looking on.

1st XI Hockey singing the school song with passion.
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U16A Hockey
The U16 Hockey season got off to an early start with 
trials taking place on the third last Saturday of the fi rst 
term, one week before our fi rst fi xture against KES.

This was a tough time as the team kept changing 
due to unforeseen circumstances but fi nally we had 
eleven players and travelled to KES for the fi xture. 
With hardly any training we narrowly lost 0–1.

Over the Easter weekend we attended Ascension 
festival. With only three training sessions we arrived 
in Maritzburg to face some of the top schools in the 
country. We started off with a win against Westville, 
followed with losses to Maritzburg College, Grey 
College and St Benedicts (this was a game we should 
probably have won). Our weekend ended on a high 
with a good win over Hilton College.

After the holiday the hockey season started. The 
season was a mix of ups and downs. We started 
with a close but good win against Parktown and a 
comfortable win against Eldoraigne, before heading 
back down to Maritzburg College for the fi rst of our 
train trips.

Maritzburg was, as usual, a tough encounter and 
we unfortunately lost to them for the second time.

Our second train exchange was to Kearsney just 
two weeks after the Maritzburg trip. Another tough 
game and a very disappointed team who had hoped 
their luck was about to change.

With a good win against Jeppe we were getting 
back on track but then suffered losses to St Johns, 
KES and St Stithians.

St Albans and Affi es are two of our big local 
derby days. The fi rst was against Affi es. This was 
a tough, tight encounter and we pulled off a great 
win. St Albans was just as tough with both teams 
having chances to win the game but neither team 
could convert. The game ended in a 0–0 draw.

The highlight of the season was when Maritzburg 
College came for their return train exchange. We 
played probably our best hockey of the season and 
ended with a great win.

With our spirits high after the Maritzburg 
weekend we went into the last game of the season 
against Grey College but unfortunately we could 
not emulate the previous week’s result.

As mentioned earlier, this season was fi lled with 
ups and downs and inconsistency but was still 
enjoyed by all. Many thanks must go to all the boys 
who made this season possible.

Congratulations must go to Wesley Black and 
Brandon Harris who went with the First Team to 
their tournament in Cape Town, as well as for being 
selected for the Gauteng U16B Team.

Colin Fielding, Coach

U16B Hockey team
The U16B team had a fantastic season this year, 
drawing only two of their games and winning all 
other matches played. The boys faced a number of 
diffi cult matches and played outstandingly, being 
always willing to put in one hundred percent.

Players to be commended on their performances were 
Brendan Kauffman, Sean Cottrell, Hamish Dunlop, 
Cameron Corney, Stefan Jacobs and Martin Coetzee.

Samantha Maitlin-Casalis, Coach

Hockey
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Results U16B

vs KES  1–1
vs Parktown 2–0
vs Maritzburg College 4–1
vs Lyttleton Manor 5–0
vs Jeppe  2–0
vs Cornwall 2–0

vs Kearsney 2–0
vs St Stithians 4–0
vs St Johns 3–1
vs Garsfontein 2–1
vs KES  6–0
vs Maritzburg College 3–2
vs Grey College 0–0

Thomas Marx and Daryl van der Merwe giving the 
St Stithians player no options

Antony in full fl ight.
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U16C Hockey
The U16C team remained virtually unchanged 
throughout the season. The thirteen players who 
were selected in March maintained a high level of 
commitment in training and worked throughout the 
season to improve their levels of skills and fi tness. 
Their work ethic paid off as he hit a top run of form 
towards the latter part of the season when we seemed 
to be invincible, beating teams like Sutherland U16A 
with an awesome display of hockey. I believe that 
I have learnt just as much from these young men 
as they have learnt from me. The team is a credit 
to the school and I hope to see them promoted to 
higher teams next year where they can show their 
potential. Special thanks must go to my captain (Mr 
Dependable), Byron Bowles who proved to everyone 
that he is not only a great captain but also a great 
person who could always be counted upon.
Gys-Reinard Rautenbach, Coach

U16D Hockey
The season of 2007 started out with twelve 
energetic boys trying out for the U16D hockey 
team. Our first few games went very well and we 
had wins against Sutherland U16B and Centurion 
U16A. We lost against Waterkloof U16A and 
Wilgers U16A. Our trip to Maritzburg was very 
successful and we came home with a win under 
the belt.

In the third term we played Maritzburg at 
home and won the game but we lost 0–3 to Grey 
College. The last game of the season was also 
the best and most enjoyable game. This was our 
only game on the artificial turf and we played 
against the 7th team and beat them convincingly 
8–4.

P Botha, Coach
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Hockey

1. ‘Has anyone seen the match ball?’
2. Antony Vervoort showing excellent vision against St Benedicts
3. Intense concentration by Michael Sykes
4. Down side of playing hockey in Cape Town. ‘We nearly drowned out there, sir!’

1

2 3 4
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U15A Hockey team
The 2007 hockey season got off to an unsettling start 
with U15 players coming back to play in the team 
after an initial stint in the U16A side. The upshot 
of this was that the team gained many extremely 
valuable players whom it would not otherwise have 
had. After suffering a defeat in the fi rst game of the 
season against KES, the team soon gelled and went 
from strength to strength. With the advent of the 
second term, we acquired players who had been to 
Bush School in the fi rst term and were now available 
to play. This further strengthened the team. The last 
few games of the season were played in the third 
term and saw us losing our captain, Otto Scheffl er 
and the devastating left wing, Dustin Phelan, when 
they left for Bush School. In the team’s true style, 
however, they rose to the occasion and played some 
of the best hockey of the season.

The theme of practice sessions this year was very 
much back to basics which paid off in the long run. 

With a solid base of basic skills to work from the 
players were given the opportunity to develop their 
individual fl air. The players fl ourished under these 
conditions and the results were noticeable not only 
when looking at individual players, but also when 
considering the team as a whole. The improvement 
was strikingly obvious to us as coaches. However, 
what I believe the team should take as an even 
greater compliment is that other coaches specifi cally 
noted and followed the improvement of many of the 
team’s players as the season progressed.

The U15 hockey players have enormous potential. 
I have no doubt that, with dedication and practice, 
many of these players will participate at the highest 
levels of hockey. It has been a privilege to be a part 
of, and to contribute to, their journey of greatness.

C MacDonald and R Blackmore, Coaches

U15B HOCKEY
The season went very well for the U15B side, the vast 
majority of games ending in victory. The players 
deserved their wins as a lot of hard work and heart 
was put in throughout the season. This hard work 
paid off as three of our players saw promotion to 
the A side.

I kept a progress report all season based on 
specifi c skills and agility tests used at national level 
and was very impressed to see the improvement by 
the season’s end. My main goal for the season was 
not only to win, but to create hockey players and I 
am very proud to say I succeeded. Not only were 
the boys playing hockey, but they were thinking 
hockey as well.

I would like to thank all the boys for their 
commitment and hard work throughout the season. 
I look forward to seeing them on the fi eld in the 
future.

Gareth Lewis , Coach

U15C HOCKEY
As a new coach at Pretoria Boys High in 2007, I 
was unsure of what to expect from the season. I 
am happy to say that the U15Cs far exceeded my 
expectations and I thoroughly enjoyed the hockey 
season. I would like to thank my U15C boys for their 
enthusiasm, co-operation and discipline throughout 
the season; they were a joy to coach and a tribute to 
their school.

The U15Cs managed to win four out of fi ve 
matches, only losing to a Sutherland U16 team. 
Although frustrated at times, with very little game 
time, the boys were always enthusiastic and willing 
to learn. This made coaching a large squad of eighteen 
players a lot easier, very enjoyable and rewarding. 
I commend the boys for their hard work and great 
improvement throughout the season and wish them 
luck and continual improvement throughout their 
hockey careers.

Kirsty Querl, Coach

York Cunning, fondly known as the Horse, showing off his elusive skills Showing the Kearsney player a clean pair of heels
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U14A Hockey
The U14A Hockey side of 2007 had a very successful 
and enjoyable season. Although we did not end the 
season with a win, it is clear that each boy gave of his 
very best both on and off the fi eld and I believe that 
they all learnt a great deal.

The side was captained by Richard Oldnall, whom 
the boys listened to and respected. Throughout the 
season I noticed an improvement in each boy, both 
in the game of hockey and in their respect for their 
fellow team mates.

The boys took each match seriously and I believe 
that they enjoyed the challenge of the win for Boys 
High. Each player gave it his all to do Boys High 

proud and I believe they succeeded in doing this as 
they all had an excellent season.

The level of hockey that this team played this year 
was noticed by many. I am proud to be the coach of 
a team of boys who all have such great talent. The 
players of the year were Robbie Beckwith and Talya 
Corney, however, I must congratulate each boy for 
his excellence.

Good luck for the future lads! May you all continue 
to enjoy this great sport.

C Oldnall, Coach
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Hockey

U14B Hockey
AA quick pass from Nicholas Fitchat to Andrew 
Freer, up the line from Andrew to Daniel ‘Smithers’ 
and he’s off, driving the ball up the baseline and is 
rewarded with a short corner. The ball is ejected 
by Greg Lavagna, stopped by Andrew and driven 
home by Dylan Jacobs. Boys High are victorious.’ 
This was the way the B side played this year, and 
what an enjoyable season we had!

We started the season with our fi rst eight victories 
coming in as many games and were on target for a 
fl awless season. We then stumbled in the middle of 
the season when playing against a few A teams from 
other schools. This really ruined the hard work we 
had put in at the beginning of the season as we only 
managed to win two of our next six matches.

This was all turned around, however, with a 
magnifi cent end to the season. With a draw against 
St Albans and a narrow loss against Maritzburg 
College, our season hung in the balance before 
our last game against Grey College. This is where 
everything fell perfectly into place. The boys played 

‘out of their boots’ and beat an ‘A team injected’ 
Grey College B side, 2–0. The way they played was 
everything a coach could have asked for, and for 
this the boys must be praised.

Congratulations are due to Tyrone Marais for 
being our fearless goal keeper; Nicolas Fitchat for a 
very dedicated season; Andrew Freer for complete 
commitment; Gareth Cottrell for being my hard 
man in the middle; Mogo (Tshiamo Mogoatlhe) for 
keeping a smile on everyone’s faces, Dylan Jacobs 
for being top goal scorer; Waldo Eybers for running 
his heart out; André Dreyer for being the most 
improved player; Stuart Dunlop for being a game 
breaker; Greg Lavagna for being a great leader; 
Daniel ‘Smithers’ Smith for always giving 100% and 
Bertus Malan and Keagan Pastor who came up from 
the C team and played a crucial role in our success 
this season.

Well done, boys!

Mark Evans, Coach

This is why the year was so good and why it is great to be a coach Soaking up the sun after a very successful Cape Town tour.
Mr van Zyl and Mr Franken the hockey is to the left!
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U14C Hockey
We had a convincing season this year as shown 
by the fact that we won the majority of our games. 
Having a fearless keeper and strong back line, our 
defence was impenetrable. Our attacking force 
scored an impressive amount of goals which lead 
to many victories. Moments to remember were 
the endless jokes of ‘Supermiggie’ and Anthony’s 
headache. I had a really talented group of boys this 
year and enjoyed every practice and match.

David Breetzke, Coach

U14D Hockey
Should a short description of the team and past season 
be given, it would read as follows: enthusiastic, 
energetic, eager to play and an attitude to never give 
up.

The main drive for the season was to have the boys 
enjoy it. Given the consistency of players showing 
up for practices, I can make a general conclusion 
that the boys did in fact enjoy it.

The team had a tough season, playing against other 
schools’ A and B team and, occasionally, even older 
sides. Initially the team was given some hidings, but 
the players learned how to play together as a team 
and matured with each passing game. Their maturity 
grew to such an extent that games at the end of the 
season were played with so much enthusiasm and 
confi dence that the other teams were convinced that 
they were playing the U14As or Bs. The last games 
resulted in very few goals being conceded against 
them, but also in scoring some impressive goals 
against the other sides.

Growth on individual levels resulted in certain 
team members moving up to the Cs and this made 
all the other players realise that they would also be 
able to succeed in moving up to better sides.

I really enjoyed the season with the Ds. They 
were a team with unique individuals who gave a 
lot of character to the team. Their commitment and 
enthusiasm to the game made it worth all the effort 
and their attitude to never give up made me proud. 
All the best to all of you! Enjoy the game and never 
give up.

B Uys, Coach

U14E and F Hockey
The U14 E and F teams had only a few games this 
season but that did not stop the passion of the boys. 
Everyone was committed to the team and practices 
were always fi lled with fun and entertainment. The 
highlight for the boys was the train trip to Maritzburg 
College and, despite lack of sleep, on an icy morning 
we managed to pull off a 1–0 win which set the tone 
for the forthcoming season. We played most of our 
games against A sides from other Pretoria schools 
on Wednesday afternoons. The boys rose to the 
challenge and never lost by more than one goal which 
was heartening. Our second game against Maritzburg 
College was a test for the boys as we had to maintain 
our reputation. This time we beat them 3–0 which 
was indicative of the commitment of the team. 

I would like to thank everyone of the boys for their 
dedication and passion towards the team and for the 
wonderful season enjoyed by all. I wish them all the 
best in their future hockey career and ask them to 
remember that a Boys High boy never gives up.

T Fairall, Coach

1.   How to win games ‘3 vs 1’ D van der Merwe, J de Kiewit, 
P Beckwith

2.  Jonathan Oldnall showing good defensive skills with Chris Nel 
looking on. Jonathan Oldnall getting low down on the turf in defence

3. Short corner defence on the rampage

1

2

2
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Rugby
Rugby report
The 2007 rugby season proved yet again to be a 
successful one. Looking back on the season, a total 
of 333 games were played, of which 202 were won, 
which meant an overall winning percentage of 61%.
Much hard work went into the season and the sixteen 
staff members and sixteen student coaches must be 
congratulated on all the effort that went into the 
coaching of the various teams at Boys High during 
the 2007 season. The 6th, U16A and U15B teams all 
had win rates of 80% and above. Well done to these 
teams and their coaches. The U15B team was the 
‘team of the season’ having lost only one match with 
a winning percentage of 93%.

Our overall results against Grey College were 
probably the closest they have ever been which is 
good to see as it means we are hopefully closing the 
gap on arguably the best rugby school in the country, 
if not the world. Our 1st XV performance against 
the Grey College machine showed true guts and 
determination against probably the best schoolboy 
side Grey College has ever produced.

There were various developments and acquisitions 
as well: these included sanding and re-painting all 
the rugby posts, the replacement of the yellow Gilbert 
covers with Boys High covers and the purchase of a 
new state-of-art, double-sided scrum machine. For 
the fi rst time, additional stands were erected for the 
home games against King Edward VII School and 
Affi es which most defi nitely helped to cope with the 
masses of people attending these matches.

Congratulations to Mr Paul Anthony who was 
selected as the SA U19 Assistant Coach for the Under 
19 World Championship which was held in Ireland.
Further congratulations go to Omphile Seabelo and 
Tendai Chikukwa who both represented the Blue 
Bulls U18 Craven Week side for consecutive years 
(2005–2007) and who were both selected for the SA 
Schools and SA Academy sides, respectively, in 
2007. The school furthermore had provincial 

representation with three boys representing the U19 
Blue Bulls Invitation side, of which Lee Thompson 
was selected as captain. Three boys represented the 
Blue Bulls U16 side at the Grant Khomo Week and 
two boys were selected for the Blue Bulls U16B side. 
Furthermore, three boys were included in the SA 
U16 Elite Squad after the completion of the Grant 
Khomo Week.

Thanks go to Mr Schroder for his enthusiasm and 
ongoing support of rugby at Boys High. Thank you 
to Mr Housdon for organising fi xtures and train 
trips to Maritzburg and Kearsney College. 

The maintenance and marking of the fi elds is not 
the easiest job during the season, especially of a fi eld 
such as Oehley Near which became known as the 
‘Gobi Desert’ during the season, so thank you to 
Messrs Housdon, Shalang and Vermeulen for their 
input.

Refereeing is part and parcel of the game, so 
thanks go to all who refereed games during the 
season, especially Mr Roodt and the Blue Bulls 
Referee Society for supplying us with referees every 
Saturday.

The First Aid section again ran extremely well and 
did a superb job during the rugby games. Thank you 
to Sister Christian and everyone involved in helping 
with First Aid. 

Special thanks to Mrs Vicky Crankshaw for her 
seven years of invaluable service to the school and 
especially the rugby section, for the catering at all 
games and the running of the rugby tuckshop on 
Saturdays.

Finally, thanks must go to all parents and everyone 
involved with rugby at Boys High for their valued 
support and commitment during the season. Let us 
all keep striving to make Pretoria Boys High School 
the best rugby playing school it can be.

Richard Köhne, MIC: Rugby

Stanley Twiname about to offl oad to Koketso Ralepelle against Jeppe Koketso Ralepelle works towards the try line
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2007 Rugby Season Statistics
Team Coach Played Won Lost Drawn %W %L %D

1st Anthony/Simmons 21 14 6 1 67 29 4

2nd Lombard 15 9 6 0 60 40 0

3rd Ewart-Phipps 13 9 3 1 69 23 8

4th McBride / Viljoen 14 11 3 0 79 21 0

5th McBride / Viljoen 13 11 2 0 85 15 0

6th Smith / Buirski 12 9 3 0 75 25 0

7th Smith / Buirski 11 7 4 0 64 36 0

8th van Huyssteen/Tucker 10 5 4 1 50 40 10

9th de Jong / Tucker 6 2 4 0 33 67 0

10th Murray / Tucker 7 1 3 0 14 86 0

11th Adendorff / Tucker 2 0 2 0 0 100 0

Open Overall 124 78 43 3 63 35 2

16A Hassenkamp 15 12 3 0 80 20 0

16B De Kock 13 9 4 0 69 31 0

16C Badenhorst 13 9 4 0 69 31 0

16D Owen 11 7 4 0 64 36 0

16E Van Staden/P Crouse 9 5 4 0 56 44 0

16F P Crouse/Adendorff 5 1 4 0 20 80 0

U16 Overall 66 43 23 0 65 35 0

15A Smuts 17 10 6 1 59 35 6

15B Köhne 14 13 1 0 93 7 0

15C Kelly 13 9 4 0 69 21 0

15D R Crouse 11 8 3 0 73 27 0

15E S van Niekerk 10 7 3 0 70 60 0

15F S Jacobs 7 3 3 1 43 43 0

U15 Overall 72 50 20 2 69 28 6

14A Housdon/Tromp 14 7 7 0 50 50 0

14B Randall/Brennan 14 6 8 0 43 57 0

14C Dorlas 13 6 7 0 46 54 0

14D Eyden 11 3 8 0 27 73 0

14E Blew 10 5 5 0 50 50 0

14F Woodcock 9 4 4 1 44 44 12

U14 Overall 71 31 39 1 44 55 1

Overall results 333 202 125 6 61 37 2
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Rugby
1st Rugby team

Front Row L–R: O Seabelo, L Tooley, B Mitchell, L Thompson (Captain), D van der Westhuizen, T Chikukwa, M Marais.
Second Row L–R: Mr AH Simmons (Coach), C Marais, A Christie, E Gouws, N Fourie, MB Marais, KJ Ralepelle, Mr P Anthony (Coach).

Back Row L–R: S Twiname, L Fisher, J Williams. Absent: N Korb.

1st Team Rugby report
The match result seemed a fait accompli. AHS had 
started brilliantly and the PBHS Old Boys groaned 
in despair as Simphiwe Mntukulu, the AHS Centre, 
burst down through the defence to give his team a 
17–3 lead well into the fi rst half.

An injury break fi ve minutes before half-time gave 
me an opportunity to speak to the team. Despite 
trailing by 14 points, I felt that we had been playing 
all the rugby. I insisted that we keep better control 
of the ball and exercise patience. A try before half-
time was essential. (In truth, I didn’t speak quite 
as elegantly, but the boys obviously got the point!) 
After several drives at the AHS goal line, which 
was met by a determined defence, Lee Thompson 
crashed over to score and Stanley Twiname knocked 
over the conversion to bring us within 7 points.

Despite playing superb rugby in the second half, 
we trailed 13–20 with minutes to spare. Our control 
at the loose and in the lineouts fi nally created an 
opportunity and a brilliant ‘show go’ by Twiname 
saw him score an excellent try to level the scores at 
20–20 with an ensuing conversion.

A last gasp missed penalty which shaved 
the upright brought the match to an end. I was 
disappointed with the result but elated by the 

fi ghting spirit and skills shown by Lee Thompson’s 1st 
XV. This spirit, coupled with a daring ‘keep the ball’ 
game plan, resulted in the 1st XV playing dazzling 
and entertaining rugby throughout the season. We 
won fi fteen matches, drew 1, lost 5 and ran in 86 
tries. A credit to the players and their captain.

Credit must also go to Mr Adrian Simmons who 
assisted me so admirably. Adrian proved that he has 
what it takes to be a head coach. He ran the team 
superbly in my absence at the U19 World Cup and 
his only blemish was ‘his’ loss to Kearsney College 
for which he endlessly blames me and told me, in no 
uncertain terms, what he thought of my ‘running’ 
game over the telephone! He is an excellent master 
and a genuine friend and I wish him all the luck as 
Head Coach in 2008. I know he will do an excellent 
job and continue the ‘Candies’ tradition of being 
strong and uncompromising competitors.

To the Head, staff and parents, a huge thank you for 
your support throughout the year and for your support 
of me and the team throughout the last fi ve years.

My son comes to PBHS next year. He has one 
dream … to wear the ‘Candies’. Don’t we all?

Paul Anthony, Coach
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Player Profi le
Lee Thompson (lock/fl ank)
PBHS has produced several world class captains 
over the past few years: John Smit, Brian Liebenberg, 
Robbie Brink, François Viljoen and Chiliboy 
Ralepelle and Lee’s leadership qualities are right up 
there with the very best. He not only led by example 
but his strong ball carries, his aggression and all-
round skills have made him an outstanding rugby 
player. He also played for and captained the Blue 
Bulls U19XV who won their tournament. Lee has 
the drive and tools to become a superb rugby player. 
Watch out for him.
Deon van der Westhuizen (scrumhalf and Vice Captain)
Deon is one of those nuggety scrumhalves who 
is always looking to snipe or take you on. He is a 
physical player and possesses an excellent pass, 
both left and right. His knowledge of the game is 
par excellence and he is a determined and gutsy boy 
whose defence is solid. An injury kept him out of the 
team for some weeks but his loyalty and commitment 
to the team never faltered. He proved to be a vital 
link, literally and fi guratively, as a talented player 
and natural leader.
Stanley Twiname (fl yhalf)
Stanley has matured into a complete fl yhalf this 
season. His confi dence has grown with each game 
and he was often the catalyst for some of our great 
wins. His reputation as an accurate and prolifi c kicker 
was justifi ed and he proved to be the team’s top point 
scorer for the season (204 points). What impressed 
me most however, was how he developed the ability 
to attack the gain line and distribute the ball under 
the opposition’s noses. He is an accurate passer of 
the ball and the ability to play to the opposition’s 
faces led him to scoring some memorable ‘show 
go’ tries. The equaliser against AHS stands out in 
particular. Stanley has all the ability to play at the 
highest level and he should be a positive factor in 
the team of 2008.
Mike Marais (loosehead prop)
Mike was the surprise package of the season and he 
set a superb base for up front with Bradley Mitchell 
and Andrew Christie. He is an incredibly strong 
young man who scrums well and carries the ball 
superbly. He has good hands and is an intelligent 
player. He has a lot of rugby in him and I hope he 
stays with the game.
Andrew Christie (hooker/fl ank)
Andrew moved from fl ank to hooker this season and 
it proved to be an inspirational move. I have always 
said to Mr Simmons, ‘Give me fi fteen Christies and 
I’ll conquer the world.’ Andrew is an aggressive, fast 
and competitive player. He is an honest player who 
never stands back for anyone. He has superb skills 

throws well at lineouts and thoroughly deserved his 
selection to the Blue Bulls U19XV.
Bradley Mitchell (tighthead prop)
The cornerstone of every team is the player wearing 
the number 3 jersey. Brad has, over the past two years, 
made this position his own. He is a solid scrummager 
and strong ball carrier who possesses excellent 
skills (fancies himself as a fl yhalf) and is mobile and 
committed. He is joining the Shark’s Academy next 
year and I have no doubt that if he continues to work 
hard, a bright future in rugby lies ahead for him.
Luke Tooley (lock/fl ank)
Luke has been chosen to travel the world and work 
on a yacht next year. This sort of adventure is what 
I would expect from this hard-working and talented 
rugby player. Luke is one of those hard men you fi nd in 
a team. His ‘clearing’ and rucking skills are superb as is 
his physical presence at breakdown. He is one of those 
players whose sheer determination and passion boost 
the morale of the team. He is an uncompromising, no-
nonsense player who possesses all the running and 
handling skills to make it to the top.
Morné Marais (fl ank)
Morné is built in the mould of George Smith and Phil 
Waugh, the Australian fl ankers: short, tough and 
ideally built to play to the ball. Morné’s ability to 
get to the breakdown was vital to the team’s success. 
He executed this role superbly, slowing down and 
winning ball in the tight loose. He is also a strong 
ball carrier and a loyal and dedicated member of the 
team. His physical approach and fearless attitude 
will stand him in good stead in the years to come.
Coetzee Marais (fl ank/wing)
Due to injuries in the backline and the fact that he 
possesses real pace, Coetzee was asked to sacrifi ce 
his position at fl ank and play out on the wing. He 
accepted without hesitation. This is the type of person 
he is and therein lies his strength. He is a genuine 
team man and a brilliant talent. His deceptive pace 
and great handling skills saw him make several 
telling line breaks and try tackling saves. He proved 
to be a vital cog in the success of the team.
Tendai Chikukwa (Eighth Man)
Tendai has played for the 1st XV for the past three 
years. He is one of the most talented players I have 
ever coached. He has wonderful handling skills and is 
a pacy and balanced runner. His understanding of his 
role on the fi eld, his knowledge of the game and his 
positional play are excellent. His height and jumping 
skills also make him an excellent lineout option. He 
was, without doubt, the player of the year and his 
selection to the Blue Bulls Craven Week team and the 
SA Schools’ B team are merely a start to what should 
be a great career for this talented youngster.
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Ethan Gouws (fl ank)
Ethan has proved to be a versatile and competitive 
loose forward who has been able to fi ll in as a lock 
and at times as a wing. He has superb skills, is quick 
and aggressive and is a hard and intelligent rugby 
player. He is a young man who possesses huge talent 
and I believe that he has a great future in rugby. He 
scored several memorable and telling tries this season 
and his contribution to the success of the team was 
inspiring. A serious ‘quad’ injury prevented him from 
attending provincial trials and I believe he would 
have received colours had he been fi t.
Nathan Fourie (fullback/wing)
Nathan proved to be a huge asset to the team. He has 
superb hands and is confi dent under the high ball. 
His exciting counter attacks from deep in his own 
half and his elusive running and sidesteps (all with 
the ball held fi rmly in one hand) will remain etched 
in my memory. His defence and positional play were 
always exemplary as was his attitude and approach 
to the game. He is a bright prospect and has all the 
potential to play the game at a higher level.
Omphile Seabelo (Wing)
‘Tom’s’ season started dismally as he battled to come 
to terms with a torn hamstring. Once he started 
playing and his sharpness returned, he proved what 
an outstanding and valuable player he is. He is a 
powerful and quick winger who, with ball in hand, 
and in full fl ight, is a pleasure to watch. His defence 
is superb and his tackling and pace make him a match 
winner. He was superb at the Craven Week when he 
dazzled spectators with his ability to run around the 
opposition with ease. His inclusion in the SA Schools’ 
A team has put him on a pedestal from which to launch 
what should be a very bright rugby career indeed.
Koketso Ralepelle (Centre)
Koketso is a tough and uncompromising centre who 
has the ability to run superb angles at pace. His ability 
to attack space saw him crack the advantage line on 
more than one occasion. He has superb hands, passes 
well, both left and right, and his commitment to the 
team was impressive. A ‘quad’ injury saw him side-
lined for several matches but on his return he was as 
fi erce a competitor as ever. He has all the attributes 
to play rugby at a higher level and his contribution 
to the Candies will be long remembered.
Jason Williams (Centre/wing)
Jason has a bright future for 2008. He is a tough and 
physical competitor who also possesses pace and has 
excellent skills. He makes telling crash tackles and he 
has developed superbly throughout the year. I look 
forward to watching his progress in the Candies in 
2008. I expect an inspiring contribution from him.
Andries Pretorius
Andries come in to replace an injured Van der 

Westhuizen and in doing so proved that he has what 
it takes to play top school rugby. He has an accurate 
and crisp pass and his defensive qualities are superb. 
He is strong around the fringes and I look forward 
to seeing him mature into an excellent scrumhalf in 
2008.
Lloyd Fisher
Lloyd suffered a serious knee injury at the 
beginning of the season and this kept him out for 
the better part of the year. His return to the 1st XV 
was well worth waiting for, in particular his strong 
carries and ferocious tackles. These qualities were 
aptly seized on by the supporters and cries of ‘The 
Punisher’ resounded across Brooks every time 
‘Fish’ made a telling tackle. Lloyd has the frame 
and skills to make a success of rugby at the higher 
levels. He may have to temper his aggressive 
approach so as to avoid injuries but that would 
deprive the spectators of the privilege of watching 
‘The Punisher’ in action.
Tian van Wyk (Wing/centre)
Tian played some outstanding games for the 2nd 
XV early in the season and his hard running and 
aggression in contact made him an obvious candidate 
to join the 1st XV. His commitment and dedication to 
the team were invaluable and should make a huge 
impact on the Candies in 2008.
Jason Webber
Jason Webber proved to be a fearless tackler, rucker 
and ball carrier. He is an excellent lineout forward 
and an all-round talent. This young man also 
possesses great skills and I have no doubt that 2008 
will be a great year for him. He is an excellent leader 
and his courage is unsurpassed. I look forward to 
watching his progress as a rugby player.

The following boys also played for the 1st XV:
Nick Korb (Wing) 
Fast, really fast, and a bright prospect for 2008.
Louis le Roux
A young fl ank/lock whose courage and strength will 
stand him in good stead over the next two years.
Jason Schutte
Has a superb eye for the gap but his season was 
shortened by an untimely injury in his 1st XV debut.
Shaun Landsberg
He is a tough, reliable and gutsy competitor who 
fi lled in superbly on the fl ank and at hooker.
Kevin Ponton
An elusive, running fullback whose timing of the 
pass and eye for a gap were brilliant. Played a superb 
role in the team’s win against KES.
Gareth Crankshaw, Quentin Phiri, Robbie Gien, 
Adam Rundle and Ewald Maré all donned the 
candies as reserves during the course of the year. We 
thank them for their contribution.
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4. 1st XV in a lineout against Jeppe
2.  Great lineout support from Brad Mitchell and Andrew Christie as 

Ethan Gouws gets up high
3. Luke Tooley sets up the drive from a lineout

4

5

6

1. In a dusty ruck against College
2.  Nathan Fourie breaks clear of the pack in the match against St 

Albans
3. Stanley Twiname kicks for poles

1

2

3
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2nd Rugby
Players who played for more than fi ve games 
for the side include: Mitchell Sharman, Matthew 
(Tiger) Solomon, Adam Rundle, Solofelang Aphane, 
Robbie Gien, David Gilham, Juan Jardim, Lulama 
Mabeta, Shaun Landsberg, Ewald Maré, Quentin 
Phiri, Graeme da Silva, Andries Pretorius, Gareth 
Crankshaw, Jason Schutte, Tiaan van Wyk, Emile 
Godden, Donnovan Marais and Kevin Ponton.
The side was captained by Quentin Phiri.

This season the seconds played fi fteen games, 
winning nine and losing six, giving a percentage 
of 60%. A total of 361 points were scored whilst 
conceding 182 points. The largest margin of victory 
was a 59–5 win against Jeppe and the largest margin 
of defeat was the 0–38 loss at Maritzburg.

Refl ecting on the 2007 season, I must honestly say 
that I cannot think of too many negatives apart from 
losing twice to KES. This has been the easiest rugby 
team to coach with an abundance of self-discipline 
and determination in the players. I want to pay 
tribute to the matric players, in particular, for their 
mature and dedicated approach to rugby this year. 
The job of the coach is made so much easier when he 
has a team of senior players setting the standard at 
practice and maintaining that standard throughout 
the season.

A devastating early season defeat at Maritzburg 
cast a dark shadow over the team this year. We were 
thoroughly outplayed by a big and physical team and 
the journey back to Pretoria was long and painful. It 
was not the margin of loss but the manner in which 
we conceded defeat early in the match, that was the 
most disappointing. To say that the team had to 
regroup, rebuild confi dence and fi nd self-belief is an 
understatement. But rugby is a sport unlike many 
others. During adversity rugby has the ability to 
bring to the fore real character and spirit. The boys 
dug so deep to overturn the defeat into a glorious 
victory on the return leg against College. The 18–14 
win will stay in the memories of the players and 
coaches for the rest of our lives. I have never been 
so proud of a group of Boys High boys as I was that 
day. The players restored a parity of respect between 
the second teams of two great rugby schools. The 
coaches had little, if any, motivational role to play 
leading up to the game. This game was undoubtedly 
the highlight of the season.

We scrummed well this season. Solomon was 
injured early in the season and this gave opportunity 
for Sharman to show his metal. Aphane, Rundle and 
Sharman never shied away from any challenge. 

Rundle’s accurate throwing into the line-outs provided 
Maré, Gilham, Mabeta and Jardim the opportunity 
to secure good fi rst phase ball. Gien carried the ball 
powerfully and took the team across the advantage 
line the whole season. The side was blessed with 
good, athletic loose-forwards. Ewald Maré’s move 
from lock to fl ank proved to be a marvellous success. 
Landsberg played his heart out every game and the 
captain, Quentin, never had a bad game. We are still 
not sure whether Q’s squealing when carrying the 
ball was a squeal of delight, asthma or fear. Solomon 
returned mid-season, adding a substantial amount of 
grunt to the side.

Pretorius and da Silva supplied quality service to 
Crankshaw who distributed well to classy centres in 
the form of Schutte and van Wyk. As a whole the 
inner backs defended like Trojans. The wingers, 
Godden and Marais, ran hard and illusively. Ponton 
provided pace and good feet from number fi fteen 
and was devastating on the counter-attack.

Most of the matric players in the team have spent 
more than one season in the seconds/thirds set-up. 
Moemfi e, Buffel, Lurch, Q, Rundle, Crankie, Mielies 
– you have all become like family to me and I will 
defi nitely miss you. I want to single out one player 
though, Rob, Robert, ‘Robzilla’ Gien. I believe we 
have, this season, spent our fourth season together. 
Like a husband and wife develop this skill over 
time, Rob and I developed a near perfect telepathic 
relationship: I could anticipate his moaning, sulking 
and joking!

In conclusion, I want to congratulate my 
fellow coaches on another great Boys High rugby 
season. (Hell, I can’t wait for 2008!) Thank you to 
Mr Anthony and Mr Simmons for making the 
Seconds feel part of a bigger squad. I appreciate 
your contribution, particularly with regard to our 
defensive organisation. Congratulations to all the 
First Team players. You made us proud. In particular, 
congratulations to Lee Thompson for fulfi lling your 
promise and potential. You led the Candies with 
distinction. In his absence, thanks to Phippsie for 
another season together. And fi nally, to the Seconds 
players: for the matrics, fi rstly, I wish you success 
for the rest of 2007 and then happiness in rugby and 
life; to the Form IVs, I look forward to seeing you 
represent the Candies next year.
Player of the Season: Ewald Maré
Most Promising Player: Donnovan Marais

J Lombard, Coach
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3rd Rugby
The 3rd XV of 2007 was a team of many talented 
players who enjoyed their rugby and played with 
determination. On the whole, the season can be seen 
as being largely successful. Of the fi fteen matches 
played, eight were won, one drawn and four lost. 
At the end of the day, 336 points were scored by the 
team and 113 points were scored against them.

The season’s play was characterised largely by 
very effective set pieces from which the backline 
players could attack and set up second and third 
phase facets of the game. Scrummaging was very 
effective with the team dominating most opposition 
packs. Line out was of a commendable standard. The 
backline was blessed with good midfi eld players 
who could cut the opponents’ line and set up play 
from there. Effective rucking provided ample 
opportunities for fi ne running rugby by the backs, 
which was a delight for all to see.

For whatever reason, the team put up a lacklustre 
performance against Waterkloof and lost their fi rst 
match of the season. This loss was followed by losses 
to Afrikaans Hoër Seunskool, Grey College and 
Maritzburg College. The difference here, however, 
was that the team gave their all and put up as good a 
stand as they could, as can be seen by the reasonably 
low scores.

Sipho Didiza needs to be commended on his role 
as captain. He led by example and was never slow 

to speak his mind when something was not quite 
right. Graeme da Silva must be thanked for his role 
as Vice-Captain and the inspiration he gave.

So once again a season has passed. To those boys 
who will no longer play on the fi elds of green at Boys 
High, we wish you well in your future and thank you 
for your dedication to this great school. May you be 
blessed with fond memories of the games played out 
with friends against fellow competitors. To those who 
will have another chance, cherish what is to come and 
the opportunities granted to you. You have another 
season on the fi elds of green. Give your all and store 
up the memories of the games you have yet to play!

Regular members of the team were:
Sipho Didiza (Captain), Stewart Leith, Josh Carter, 

Greg Tucker, Oageng Mpipi, Jon Holtzhausen, 
Graeme da Silva (Vice Captain), Jordan van Bylevelt, 
Nii Mills, Martin Annandale, Guy McMahon, Costa 
Drepaniotis, Themba Nkosana, Emile Godden, 
Joubert Malan, Lulama Mabeta, David Gillham, 
Andrew Haas, Christiaan Ehlers.

My fellow coach, Dr J Lombard, is to be thanked 
for the enormous amount of work and goodwill that 
he generated as well as his relentless capacity to 
insist that all aspects of practices and game places 
were carried out without compromise.

P Ewart-Phipps, Coach

Scrum time against Jeppe Jason Williams tries to sidestep a St Albans defender

Minutes before the annual derby game
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4th Rugby team
This group of young men epitomised a never-say-
die attitude. They had a successful season in all 
respects. It was a pleasure to watch them grow as 
rugby players and as young men. They worked 
and trained hard and played an attractive brand 
of direct, uncomplicated rugby. The team was ably 
led by Robert Craig, who matured into a very good 
captain indeed. They played with pride and passion 
and absolutely refused to allow any opposition to 
dominate them. Fitness was the cornerstone of the 
4th XVs success. All those ‘stairs’ paid off when 
they were able to defeat talented sides like Affi es 
and Maritzburg College and also to outplay our 
traditional Johannesburg rivals. The highlight of 
the season has to be the Affi es win while the biggest 
disappointment was the 19–15 loss to Grey College.

I would like to thank my co-coach, Mr Marius 
Viljoen and also all the parents who hosted and 
supported this year. It was a pleasure to coach all 
the boys who represented the 4th XV this year. Young 
men such as these make this job worthwhile.

C A McBride, Coach

Results 4th team

Played  14
Won  11
Lost   3
Points for  580
Points against 76

Captain: Rob Craig
Player of the Season: 
Robert Craig
Most improved player: 
Warrick Trotter

Opposition
KES
Menlo Park
Parktown
Maritzburg
Waterkloof
Jeppe 3rd 
Kearsney
St Stithians
St Johns
KES
AHS
Lancaster Grammar 2nd 
Maritzburg
Grey College

Result
L 10–13
W 67–0
W 82–0
W 12–10
W 38–6
W 24–0
W 64–0
W 88–0
W 82–0
W 62–3
W 19–17
L 12–18
W 5–0

L 15–19

5th Rugby team
The 5th XV had a great season, not just in terms of 
results but also in the rugby they played. Gavin 
Evans proved to be an astute and positive captain 
who attacked the gain line well. Many players from 
this side moved up into higher teams because of 
their hard work and development as players during 
the course of the season.

It was an absolute privilege to coach this group of 
brave young men who understood what it took to 
win and were prepared to make those sacrifi ces. This 
was a team who played with pride for their school 
and each other. I enjoyed every practice and believe 
that young men of this calibre are the backbone of 
this school. A good attitude and sound work ethic 
will take them far in life and the players of the 5th XV 
displayed both in abundance.

C A McBride, Coach 
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Results 5th team

Played  13
Won  11
Lost   2
Points for  157
Points against 96

Captain: Gavin Evans
Player of the Season: 
Dwayne Derman
Most improved player: 
Scott Sharman

Opposition
KES
Menlo Park 
Parktown
Maritzburg
Waterkloof
Eldoraigne 3rd XV
Kearsney
St Stithians
KES
AHS
St Albans 3rd XV
Maritzburg
Grey College

Result
W 26–0
W 24–0
W 73–0
L 10–15
W 58–0
W 47–5
W 62–5
W 61–0
W 40–3
W 7–5

W 35–10
W 14–5
L 0–48
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6th and 7th Rugby
Matthew Buirski will be the fi rst to admit, albeit 
with a wry smile on his face, that Monday afternoon 
practices with the 6th and 7th teams were all about 
fi tness, sweat, toil and the occasional tear. Looking 
back on a relatively successful season, all the players 
would agree that the bags and pyramids were worth 
it all, as lack of fi tness was never a factor in any of 
the few losses sustained by the teams.

The 6th team played twelve matches, winning nine 
and losing three. The turnaround result of the season 
must be that of the ‘timeless’ match against Maritzburg 
College early on in the season where a motivated team 
lost 19–24. In the return match Maritzburg College 
were beaten 17–10. The score stood at 10–10 until the 
fi nal minute, when an inspired run by Nicholas Nel 
brought victory to the home side with a converted 
try under the posts. The biggest winning margin was 
that of 64–7 against Jeppe 6th team. A number of the 
players went on to represent teams at a much higher 
level. Mark Spitz led from the front in practice and on 
the rugby fi eld. His impassioned team talks lifted the 
collective head of the team and kept them motivated 
through some shaky moments. 

The season came to a close with an ‘international’ 
game against a touring UK school, St Peters. In 
an evenly matched contest Boys High emerged 
victorious 14–0. While it is diffi cult to single out any 
particular individual, as each player produced

moments of brilliance while on the fi eld, there will 
remain vivid memories of Gomsi Segabutle carving 
the defensive backline to pieces with his mercurial, 
incisive play. There is no doubt that in the season to 
come, a number of the stalwart 6th team players will 
fi nd themselves representing Boys High at a higher 
level, having cut their teeth in senior rugby with 
‘Buirski’s Bums’!

The 7th team played ten matches, winning fi ve, 
losing four and drawing one. There was a time 
during the season where players found themselves 
see-sawing between the 6th and 7th teams due to injury 
further up the ladder. The result was that a new look 
team took to the fi eld virtually each game. It was to 
the team’s credit that they learned to work as a unit 
under the leadership of Kenneth Meyer, who grew 
in stature with his ability to marshall the players 
when times were tough. In following the 6th team’s 
example, they reversed a 12–35 loss at the hands of 
Maritzburg to win 36–7 on home soil. Mention must 
be made of the comprehensive 76–0 victory over 
Kearsney College. Also a thrilling match to watch 
was the 24–12 victory over the Affi es 8th team.

The season has passed but it will be remembered in 
the minds of all who ran out for the 6th and 7th teams. 
Thank you to all the boys for their commitment.

M Smith, Manager

1. Great take from Tendai Chikukwa
2. Lee Thompson and Mike Marais run on against St Stithians College
3. Tendai Chikukwa secures another lineout against Maritzburg College

1

2

3
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8th Rugby team
What a season! The 2007 rugby season for the 8th 
team was certainly one to be remembered, packed full 
of hard hits and memorable performances. The year 
started off well with victories over Zwartkops 4ths and 
Menlopark 3rds which were both very tough games, 
but we came a bit short against Maritzburg away in 
an epic 32–39 battle. The team was blessed with a 
powerhouse forward pack and strong, agile backline 
players. The team unfortunately suffered the early loss 
of two captains,Anthony Sarmias and Wesley Reid, 
which halted the team’s progress. Nevertheless, the 
boys showed exactly what they were made of, running 
in huge victory margins and scoring brilliant team tries 
throughout the season. The biggest test of the season 
came undoubtedly against Affi es at home, when the 
team wanted to keep on track with the unbeaten record 
of the 8th team over Affi es for the past two years. The 
boys were certainly up for the challenge and ran out 
victors 21–10 in a game in which we dominated both 
territory and possession. 

In a game which could have gone either way, we 
lost narrowly, 13–18, to a powerful Grey College side. 
This showed us just how much we had improved 
during the season. The team showed a lot of fl air 

and good all-round performances from all players, 
with the usual game of great forward play, where the 
ball would go straight to the wings from the word 
go, or to the fullback running through the angle. 
The forwards were very strong in every aspect of 
the game, especially at lineout time and offl oading 
in the tackle. Powerful runs by the loose forwards, 
Tyron Rankin, Clinton Mitchell and Warren Forster 
provided a good solid base for the backs to attack 
from, sending the ball wide to Eugene Brittz, Peet 
Crowther and Kgauhelo Sithole who certainly 
showed their worth by creating huge gaps in the 
opposition backline. The hard grafters Gerhard du 
Plessis and Gregory Bates were certainly a nemesis 
to any side, covering many hard yards in a game. 
A special thanks to all the players who played in the 
8th team this season and to Mr Jocelyn Tucker for all 
his hard work throughout the season. I hope that 
you enjoyed your rugby and will carry on playing 
the quality rugby to which we have all become 
accustomed. I certainly enjoyed coaching you guys 
and the odd game of touch every now and then. 
Good luck for the future and all of the best.
Francois van Huyssteen, Coach

Gareth Crankshaw kicks for posts against Maritzburg College Nathan Fourie runs at the Maritzburg College back line
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9th Rugby
Firstly, I would like to thank the boys who have 
been with me for the past four years. It has been a 
pleasure to coach you.

Our season started with a good win over a 
powerful John Vorster where we controlled the 
game well with our boot and dominant forwards. 
This glory was, unfortunately, short-lived when we 
suffered heavy defeats at the hands of the big rivals, 
Maritzburg College and Affi es.

We realised that we had a lot of work to do for the 
return fi xtures. Compliments go to our great School 
for the depth we have. It is sometimes diffi cult to 
fi nd teams to play against us. We, therefore, didn’t 
have too many games in the second term. We had an 
outstanding win over Jeppe at home where clinical 
precision in passes and off-loads, much like New 
Zealand, ensured us giving them a big hammering. 

This win built a certain amount of momentum for 
the biggest clash of the year: Affi es.

The Affi es game was undoubtedly the highlight 
of our year, where we played a completely error-free 
game and beat the same team who thrashed us 0–40 
earlier in the year. I am very proud of you guys.
I would like to extend a special thank you to Nick 
Romanos, our captain, for the work he has put in, not 
only this year but in the past as well. His leadership 
and positive attitude were a big part of our success 
in the year.

To the matrics, I wish you a happy and successful 
future in whatever you do. To the Form 3s and 4s 
who played in the team, there are plenty of you who 
have the talent to move up next year.

Lourens de Jongh, Coach

10th Rugby team
An interesting season was had by me and the 
10th team of 2007, better known by the lads as the 
‘boomspan’. As a fi rst time rugby coach at Boys 
High, I had few expectations, only hopes for the best 
and I was not disappointed.

The season consisted of a couple of home games 
and four away matches, the more notable of those 
against the likes of Maritzburg College and Affi es, 
where the boys showed tremendous courage but, 
sadly, came off second best in both of these clashes.

With plenty of chopping and changing of positions 
and players amongst the ‘bottom’ order sides, we 
had an entertaining season together. One of the 
more memorable moments being the extremely 
harsh attack on young Byron Bleksley at Maritzburg 
College. I wish him well.

As I now understand it, however, the 10th team is 
more about the camaraderie among the boys than 
the focus on the score at the end of every game. This 
year it was apparent that, while the boys were taking 
pleasure in their rugby, the majority of the team, 
however, were really enjoying their last few games 
together, proud to be in their Boys High jerseys.

To all those who played in the 10th side this year 
– it was tough towards the end with limited game 
time but the majority of you stuck it out and showed 
great tenacity and commitment to the side and for 
that I must thank you and commend you.

I wish the ‘Boomspan’ the best of luck for the 2008 
season.

David Murray, Coach

Koketso Ralepelle lays the ball off to Lee Thompson
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Rugby
U16A Rugby
When one considers the statistics of the results 
for the Under 16A Rugby team of 2007 the season 
would have to be considered a huge success. Fifteen 
matches were played of which twelve were won 
and three lost. A hallmark of this team’s success was 
their ability to defend and the positive attitude that 
each boy in this team displayed.

With a winning percentage of eighty percent, one 
would expect to have a better average than three tries 
per match but our inability to play a full fi fty minutes 
of rugby was largely responsible for this and, while the 
majority of matches were won, many of the winning 
margins should have been bigger. Too often a fi ne fi rst 
half performance was followed by a poor second. After 
a slow start to the season, where we narrowly scraped 
a win against KES, it took us a further two matches 
before we actually produced the kind of rugby we 
had been working towards, but inconsistency was to 
plague us for the rest of the season.

The highlight of the season was the back to back 
victories over Maritzburg College, the second and 
home leg of these two matches being our proudest 
moments. Other highlights include our fi rst half 
against Kearsney College where a breathtaking 
twenty-fi ve minutes of rugby was played, while 
our performance against AHS was a truly gutsy 
and exceptional display, indicating the ability of 
this team to be able to do more than just compete 
with the best this country has to offer. When one 
considers the pedigree of the AHS rugby player in 
comparison to that of a PBHS boy and the fact that 
we were probably outweighed by 6–7 kg per player, 
we should have lost this match by 30 to 40

points. The fact that we conceded a soft try, scored two 
tries to their one and could just as well have won this 
game, speaks volumes about the pride and passion 
with which these boys played their rugby this year.
If one truly considers the results, all will agree that 
we won the matches we were meant to win but 
unfortunately did not take all the scalps we would 
have liked. With the well balanced nature of this 
team I fi rmly believe that, with the correct structures 
in place, they can go on to be one of the all time great 
PBHS First XVs.

Congratulations to the following boys for their 
selection to represent their province: Louis le Roux, 
Molato Moloko and Yanda Madlala were selected 
for the Blue Bulls U16A side and the South African 
Elite Squad, Mongezi Bosch to the Blue Bulls U16A 
side and Jose-Mickele Tavares and John Fourie to 
the Blue Bulls U16B side.

In conclusion, I would like to extend a sincere word 
of thanks to Mr Andrew de Kock for his coaching of 
the A-team backline this year. His dedication and 
competitive nature truly assisted in organising this 
department. I am most grateful. I would also like to 
thank Glen Botha for the admirable way in which he 
led the side this season. The dynamics in the team 
were not always easy but he handled all situations 
well. Glen is an extremely proud Boys High boy 
who always set a high standard for the team and 
often became frustrated if this was not met. His 
ability to lead from the front was the hallmark of his 
leadership and it was a pleasure working with him.

G Hassenkamp, Coach

Tendai Chikukwa in an outfl anking run against Maritzburg College Lee Thompson tries to outrun the Maritzburg College defence
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U16B Rugby
A good or a bad season is not always measured by 
how many times the team wins or loses but with 
how much positive fi ght and enthusiasm each boy 
approaches the matches. It was a privilege to watch 
the determination that the boys showed in their 
practices as well as their matches. The team started 
the season with three easy wins scoring fourteen 
tries to the two against us.

Maritzburg was a match of missed opportunities 
which left the team six points short of a win. As 
disappointing as the result was, the boys did not let 
it get them down and they came back with fi ve wins, 
scoring twenty-six tries to the one against them. At 
times they displayed some of the most exciting and 
pulsating running rugby I have yet to see.

We went into the Affi es match on a high note 
and the boys did not let themselves down. It was 
a brawling encounter with no one standing back. 
In the end, a soft try and some ill-discipline spoilt a 
splendid effort.

The third term was quite a daunting one with 
Waterkloof, Maritzburg and Grey College to contend 
with. The boys physically pounded Waterkloof into 
oblivion, even if it was against the whistle, and came 
out great winners with Waterkloof not crossing our 
line. The second Maritzburg match was a match 
that produced no tries and unfortunately again, 
numerous missed opportunities. Again, six points 
was the difference between the two teams.

Grey College was the defi ning and last match 
with Grey out-weighing and out-running the team 
but at no time did the team stand back and let Grey 
run all over them. They never gave up and fought to 
the bitter end and even though the team lost, they 
did themselves proud.

I would like to thank Mr Hassenkamp for coaching 
the forwards and the company on the train trips. The 
rugby that the As and Bs have been producing for 
the past two years has been beyond expectation and 
that has everything to do with Mr Hassenkamp’s 
enthusiasm for the game of rugby. It was a pleasure 
to coach a great bunch of boys who, at no time, ever 
gave up.

Andrew de Kock, Coach

U16C Rugby
The 2007 rugby season kicked off with the annual 
trials which show-cased a talented group of boys 
and we knew that this would be a memorable 
season.

Unfortunately, we had a rocky start against KES 
as two of our boys did not arrive that morning and 
we had to scramble to get replacements in time. As 
a result we were 0–12 behind at half time but came 
back to win 20–12. Although we won, we knew that 
a lot of hard work lay ahead.

During the next few weeks we put in some 
solid performances and were ready for our fi rst 
train trip to Maritzburg College. This was an 
evenly contested game that could have gone either 
way and although the boys played brilliantly, 
Maritzburg walked away with a win. We all knew 
that the score was not a true refl ection of the game. 
The boys promised each other that when they faced 
them again later in the season, the scoreboard will 
show a different result.

As the season progressed, the boys got to know 
each other better and new friendships started to 
develop. We were able to win all our matches until 
we met Affi es. Knowing that this would be one of 
our toughest games, there was much excitement 
amongst the players as they prepared for this clash. 
Affi es did not expect to face such a determined team 
and can consider themselves lucky to have won the 
game 10–5.

The boys had a well-deserved break and were 
ready for their last two matches against Maritzburg 
College and Grey College. After waiting for four 
hours for the buses to arrive, the boys were fi red up 
and ready to send Maritzburg College back with a 
loss. Just like the previous game, both teams were 
playing equally well, until we scored the winning 
try! We had achieved what we set out to do!

The last match against Grey College started with 
the boys playing some brilliant rugby and leading 
7–5 at half time. Having given their all in the fi rst 
half, the boys were exhausted and unable to hold on 
to their lead. Grey College won this game but the 
guys saw their potential and next time the score may 
be different.

It was an enjoyable season with the boys showing 
a healthy balance between having fun and being 
focused. I wish them well for next season and know 
they will do Boys High proud.

M Badenhorst, Coach
Andrew de Kock,k Coach
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Matches played:  13
Won:  9
Lost:  4
Points for:  302
Points against: 96
Tries for:  45
Tries against: 13
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U16D Rugby
The 2007 season was yet another good one for 
the U16 age group. It was a privilege to be given 
the opportunity to coach these boys who on most 
occasions were always up for a fun time at practices 
and who always have their best on the fi eld no matter 
who the opposition were! Practices were always a 
different experience everyday with the boys always 
trying to convince the coach that touch rugby is 
the best practice a team can get! Many thanks go to 
Mario Maartens and Lona for leading the team the 
way they did this year. My thanks and appreciation 
also go to all the boys who played for me this season 
and gave their best both on and off the fi eld. May 
you succeed in your goals for the future.

Brian Owen, Coach

U16E/F Rugby team
The season for the U16s started off with great 
excitement and enthusiasm, with many keen players 
who could not wait to get their hands on the ball. 
The main objective of the season was to play positive 
and constructive rugby and in the process learn 
more about the game. This became a diffi cult task as 
we started losing players on a weekly basis, leaving 
us with boys playing in the wrong positions. In spite 
of losing so many players, we always managed to 
scoop up a full team for the weekend fi xture.

The season, as in every other season, had its special 
moments: the E side (many of them had played for 
the Fs earlier in the day) beating Affi es 25–10 and 
the narrow loss to Maritzburg College in the dying 
minutes. The boys showed great spirit and played 
with guts throughout the season despite not having 
played as many games as we would have liked to 
play. I am certain the boys enjoyed playing for the 
E/Fs.It was great to coach the constant fl ow of new 
players and show them other basic skills which they 
will hopefully carry with them throughout their 
rugby-playing careers. The talent shown by some 
boys far surpassed those in other, higher teams and 
I look forward to seeing many of them in higher 
teams next year. 

I would like to thank all the boys who played in the 
U16E and F sides. It was a pleasure to work with you. 
Keep up the great commitment and perseverance in 
the forthcoming seasons. Lastly, my thanks go to the 
captain, Jarrod Walters, for his input and reliability 
as a leader throughout the season.

P Crouse, Coach
1. Stanley Twiname take a shot at the posts
2. Nathan Fourie with Jason Williams in support
3. Omphile Seabelo at full pace

1

2

3
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U15A Rugby

The 2007 rugby season was once again a time where 
the whole school united on the rugby and hockey 
fi elds after a summer season where a lot of the 
boys were uninvolved or busy doing some or other 
minor extramural activity. We were very privileged 
to have had between fi ve and six under 15 rugby 
teams this season. What an honour to have coached 
the top fi fteen to twenty of those boys in the U15A 
rugby team. Coming from an under 14 rugby season 
where they still had to fi nd their place and position 
in the team, I tried to keep consistency in the team 
selection so that the boys could settle in their specifi c 
positions and work on their individual skills required 
for that specifi c position. Excluding the festival and 
due to the Bush School, we had about twenty-two 
players who represented the U15A team in 2007. We 
were very fortunate to have only had one serious 
injury this year and one player missed a game due 
to illness. 

We had rugby practices four days of the week, 
every week and an extra week during the April 
holidays when we played in the François Swart 
Rugby Festival at Affi es. Not once did any of the 
boys moan about coming to rugby practice. They 
were all committed and always gave a 100%. The 
boys understood that if we wanted to compete at 
A-team level against the top rugby schools, we had 
to work in extra practices to improve our skills and 

knowledge of the game. The other schools have a 
seven year advantage on us, since they have been 
playing rugby from Grade 1, and we had to close 
that gap as quickly as we could. 

We started the season against KES where we won 
13–10 and the second match against Menlo Park 
winning 6–3. We won both these matches mainly 
because Sean Tucker put over a penalty from the 
halfway line in both these matches so we could win 
by a 3 point margin.

We met for a two day training camp in the last 
week of the April holidays before we played in the 
rugby festival at Affi es over the Easter weekend. We 
got a quick wake up call in our fi rst match against 
Daniel Pienaar, a Technical School from Uitenhage. 
We lost 3–24. The way and manner in which the 
team recovered from that loss, showed what our 
team was all about. We came back and, convincingly, 
won the other two games at the festival against DHS 
and Westville. The festival helped me to fi nalise the 
team for the rest of the season. After the festival we 
came back and dominated the Parktown team. The 
week after that was a different ball game down at 
Maritzburg College where a well coached College 
team dominated with their forwards and softened us 
up to eventually win 12–8. It was during this game 
that we lost Fabio Cassillo with a shoulder injury 
and we never got him back for the rest of the season. 
In the next game against Jeppe we also showed a lot 
of character by adjusting our game plan, especially 
our backline defence to keep them 0–0 at halftime. 
They kicked a penalty with fi ve minutes to go and 
we just could not penetrate their defence. Mitchel 
Harris put a drop goal over in the last minute as 
if he was Joel Stransky in 1995. We were the only 
team up to that stage that Jeppe could not beat. The 
following four games we played against Kearsney, 
St. Stithians, St. John’s and KES. We beat all four 
of these teams convincingly. The highlight of three 
of these games was the introduction of Richmond 
Collins who made his debut against St John’s. He 
scored a hat-trick of tries and bounced a few boys in 
that match. He is like a mini Jonah Lomu. If he can 
not run around you, he will defi nitely run straight 
over you. The St. John’s coaching staff did inquire 
about his age but we assured them that he was still 
under 15.

The match of the season was defi nitely the game 
against Affi es. The timing of this match, I think, was 
perfect. We had two months to peak and sort out 
any shortcomings in the team. The team needed no 
motivation from my side and started like a house 
on fi re. The big and athletic Affi es players kept 
on running hard and uncompromising lines right 
at our players. Playing for the school and badge, 
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Opponents Results Points 
for

Points 
against

KES
Menlo Park
Daniel Pienaar
DHS
Westville
Parktown
Matitzburg away
Jeppe
Kearsney
St Stithians
St Johns
KES
Affies
Waterkloof
St Albans
Maritzburg home
Grey

Won 13–10
Won 6–3
Lost 24–3
Won 22–7
Won 10–3
Won 24–0
Lost 12-8
Drew 3–3
Won 10–0
Won 24–12
Won 38–5
Won 12–0
Lost 8–3
Lost 19–0
Won 21–5
Lost 13–0
Lost 57–3

13
6
3
22
10
24
8
3
10
24
38
12
3
0
21
0
3

200

10
3
24
7
3
0
12
3
0
12
5
0
8
19
5
13
57
181

Games played: 17 
Games won: 10 (59%)
Games lost: 6 (35%)
Games drawn: 1 (6%)
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our players did not budge and made tackle after 
tackle. We kept on absorbing the pressure. Dwayne 
Liebenberg made a huge telling tackle early on in 
the match that rattled their centre and reduced 
the fl ow of backline ball down the backline. After 
having so many opportunities and trying different 
approaches, the Affi es team started to make mistakes. 
Halftime the score was 3–3. Unfortunately we lost 
our scrumhalf Cobus van der Merwe who bit a hole 
through his bottom lip and still does not play with a 
mouth guard. The reserve scrumhalf injured himself 
during the B-team game and we had to make Ryan 
Jackson, our outside centre, scrumhalf. During the 
second half we started to have as much ball as they 
had. With about 10 minutes to go Richmond Collins 
picked up a ball that popped out of a ruck on his 
own 22 metre line. He ran down the touch line and 
only had the fullback to beat who came across doing 
cross defence. I could see the winning try, but the 
fullback made a try-saving tackle. They came back 
running hard at us and after about their 8th phase 
they burst over the line to score the try that put them 
in the lead. We managed to distract the kicker by 
trying to storm down the conversion right next to 
the upright. Unfortunately we had one more move 
and could not score. We lost 8–3. The boys played 
with passion and heart and never stood back for any 
of those huge Affi es boys.

Unfortunately we had two weeks of exams and 
three weeks of holiday after the Affi es game. We lost 
all the momentum that we had built up during the 
season. After fi ve weeks of no rugby, we had almost 
to start from scratch and struggled to get going. 
After only two days back we had to play Waterkloof 
in a mid-week fi xture. Their big, physical and well-
drilled forwards wore us down and they scored 
three tries in the last 10 minutes of the match to win 
19–0. We played much better against St Albans the 
next week and beat them convincingly. The length 
of the season started to catch up to us and we just 
could not play the kind of rugby that we played 
earlier in the year. We lost both our last two games 
against Maritzburg and Grey College. 

Thank you to the boys for a great season! I really 
enjoyed coaching you guys. The way in which 
you followed my instructions and followed a new 
captain for the season, Jason Fourie, was impressive. 
Thank you also, to Jason, who led the team by 
example, always gave 100% and the way he never 
gave up. He ended up being the only one who kept 
on trying to charge down the conversion when we 
were 50–3 down against Grey College. That shows 
his commitment and passion for the team. This 
team is blessed with many talented players. They 
increased their winning percentage from last year’s 
40% to 59% this year. This shows the improvement 
this group has shown. There is still a lot of room 
for improvement. The front row has probably the 
most room for improvement regarding aggression 
and technique. The strengths of this team are the 
lineout jumpers including Schalk de Waal, Neels 
Mboya and Sven Appelgryn. The way in which the 
two strong and very fast fl ankers, Neil Barnardt and 
Katlego Maake dovetailed, was probably the best 
aspect of this team. Katlego Maake steals and spoils 
more balls at any point of breakdown than I have 
ever seen. He is a quality rugby player and I am 
sure we will still see a lot of him in the future. In our 
backline, our scrum- and fl y half did the basics well. 
Richmond Collins has all the talent at left wing to be 
a brilliant rugby player, but discipline and laziness 
might count against him. This team will improve 
and I predict that they will end up having a winning 
ratio of above 70% next year. 

A fi nal word of thanks to Mr Köhne for always 
supplying players from the B-team without 
complaint and for coaching them so well. It made 
my job so much easier. Thank you to Mr Badenhorst, 
for assisting me during the Rugby festival at Affi es 
during the April holidays and also the parents who 
waited patiently every afternoon until practice was 
fi nished. To the boys, good luck for next year! Stay 
passionate about the game and don’t forget to enjoy 
it!

Mike Smuts, Coach 

An Affi es player runs between Lee Thompson and a diving Nathan Fourie Scrum time against Maritzburg College

This page is sponsored by Wayne Müller
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U15B Rugby
2007 was an extremely successful season which 
culminated in a fi ne win against Grey College in the 
fi nal game of the season. 

The boys developed as rugby players and the 
improvement of their skills, especially handling and 
understanding of the game, was quite noticeable 
towards the end of the season. Keeping possession 
of the ball was the key to this team’s success and 
kicking the ball was a nonentity. Through working 
really hard on our handling skills and doing the 
basics right, the team prospered as they came 
to grips with the way I wanted them to play – by 
keeping possession and attacking the space with 
ball in hand.

The boys played some super rugby and their 
games against Maritzburg College (away) and Grey 
College (home) were fi ne examples of this.

Against Maritzburg the boys rucked superbly 
and attacked the space beautifully to score some 
breathtaking tries. Michael Light’s try at the start of 
the second half, where he took a fl at gut pass from 
off the PBHS forwards who had taken the kick-off, 
was superb and the fi nal result of 45–12 depicted a 
very good performance.

The 14–3 win against Grey College was awesome 
and the game was a real ‘test match’. Boys High 
scored a scintillating try in the second minute of the 
game after an 8–9–14 move on the blind side of a 

scrum where scrumhalf, Ethan van der Walt, fed 
Ezekiel Segole on the outside, who, in turn, beat 
his opposition wing with sheer pace and then went 
inside and outside again, to beat another three Grey 
defenders and score under the posts – an absolutely 
top notch try! The boys’ defence was excellent and 
Grey were never allowed to get on the front foot. 
Keenan Friday’s try came as a result of pressure and 
aggressive defence. This win capped an extremely 
successful season of hard work and dedication and 
it is days such as this that make all the blood, sweat 
and tears of training worth it.

I would like to thank the boys who played this 
season and wish you well in your future rugby 
careers. I have no doubt some of you will don the 
candy stripes in the next few years. Remember to 
keep your feet on the ground and keep working 
hard until you achieve your goals and then work 
even harder to improve on those.

R Köhne, Coach
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Games played: 14
Won:  13
Lost  1
Points for:  537
Points against: 66

Boys High and Maritzburg College clap each other off after another tough encounter

This page is sponsored by Andrew Devon Duckitt
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Maritzburg College, Pietermaritzburg, 21 April 2007 
… the Maritzburg College forwards have set up 
camp on the Boys High try line. Less than a minute 
left to play! Less than a minute left to play! Can Boys 
High hold out? The College forwards launch yet 
another assault, centimetres from the line, a bone-
crunching tackle by a posse of Boys High forwards 
sees the ball spill loose …

‘Knock on,’ says the referee, ‘Boys High scrum, 
last move of the game.’ Fifteen weary green and red 
bodies ready themselves. The Boys High forwards 
bind together with a sense of purpose. Scrumhalf 
Maguire stands ready with ball in hand. Under the 
shadow of the goal posts the referee orders ‘crouch, 
touch, pause, engage’ as sixteen powerful forwards 
collide.

Maguire feeds the scrum. Duckitt hooks the 
ball and Symondson skilfully secures ‘Gilbert’ 
at eighthman. Maguire sends out a crisp pass to 
Ehlers, standing deep behind his own try line. 
Ehlers unleashes a pass to Van den Berg on his left. 
Van den Berg displays a deft touch to put Rood into 
space. Suddenly it’s on.

Rood’s quick hands see Matsaung come into the 
line. Matsaung draws his man and puts Venn away. 
Venn puts on the afterburners. The cover defence 
comes across. A perfect step off his left foot sees the 
winger slice through the cover defence. Just one man 
to beat. Venn lines up his man. Inside, outside and 
the winger skins the fullback to score a spectacular 
Boys High try!

This try was indicative of the adventurous spirit 
with which the Pretoria Boys High under 15C team 
played their rugby this season. The boys scored many 
sensational tries and no matter what the state of the 
game they were always willing to run the ball.

In the return match at Boys High, a much improved 
Maritzburg College team led for virtually the entire 
match, but a composed Boys High team were not to 
be denied and came back to snatch a 17–10 victory 
deep in injury time.

The boys won nine out of their thirteen matches, 
with highlights being the wins against KES and 
Maritzburg College home and away. There were 
also convincing victories against Jeppe, Parktown, 
Kearsney, St Johns and St Stithians. The two narrow 
losses against Affi es and Waterkloof were bitter 
pills to swallow. Grey College also dealt out a rugby 
lesson which hopefully we can put to good use next 
season.

Injuries are part of any rugby season and, 
unfortunately, the following boys were injured 
during the season: Justin Uken, Jonathan 
Holtzhausen, Declan Maguire, Aaron Symondson 
and Joshua Rood. It was very good to see them 
recover fully from their injuries.

The following boys were regulars in the U15C 
team:

Simphiwe Bhebhe (captain), David Clarke, 
Kholofelo Rantloane, Devon Duckitt, Kyle Dodds, 
Ben Mabeta, Jonathan Holtzhausen, John Mouton, 
Aaron Symondson, Malcolm Reyneke, Johann 
Herbst, Declan Maguire, Shannon Dalton, Divan 
Ehlers, Michael Adamson, Joshua Rood, Jan Louis 
van den Berg, Justin Uken, Ryan Venn, Justin 
Schutte, Thato Matsaung.

The boys were an absolute pleasure to coach. I 
would like to thank them for their enthusiasm and 
commitment throughout the season. Every single 
one of you is capable of making it into the B or even 
A Team next season. Keep working hard!
Mr Housdon and his Under 14A team also deserve 
credit for our weekly ‘bag sessions’ which helped to 
toughen the boys.

I would also like to thank the parents for their 
tremendous support. Many parents even travelled 
down to Maritzburg and Kearsney College to watch 
their boys in action. Your encouragement helps to 
make Saturday mornings so special. See you next 
season!

Jaydon Kelly, Coach  

Rugby
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Dian van der Westhuizen on the run against Kearsney College
The Boys High vs AHS game is always a crowd-fi ller: 

Spectators fi nd seats around the scoreboard

This page is sponsored by Warrior Paints & Coatings (Pty) Ltd
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U15D Rugby
Firstly, I would like to thank the parents for their 
support and involvement with the team. It is very 
much appreciated that they are there to cheer on 
the boys. Thank you also for your help in hosting 
visiting teams.

This was a very strong U15D side and, as a fi rst 
time coach at PBHS, I realise that we learned a 
lot from each other both on and off the fi eld. We 
tried to enhance each player’s skills along with 
good performances from the team. Together we 
learned more about the game itself and got a better 
understanding of positioning. Most importantly, 
I felt the team’s strongest quality was their team 
work.. New friendships were formed and even 
when we lost players, including our captain 
Roland de Graaf, to the Bush School, the boys 
welcomed the new players to the team. Throughout 
the season there were not too many changes 
and the boys started getting to know how their 
team mates would respond in certain situations. 
They pulled together and played some fantastic 
rugby which was exciting to watch. Towards the 
end of the season some positional changes were 
implemented and the boys, unconditionally, 
accepted my decisions. 

I would like to thank all the boys who played for 
the U15D side for an incredibly fun-fi lled season 
and encourage them to play to the best of their 
ability. They all have the potential to play in the 
highest teams. I wish you the best of luck for the 
rest of your rugby days. Remember that if you train 
hard you will be successful. I hope you all stay 
injury free.

Roanne Crouse, Coach

U15E Rugby
The U15E rugby team of 2007 proved, once again, why 
Boys High is in such a privileged position with regard 
to raw talent and depth. The fact that I can honestly 
see many of these players representing the school in 
higher teams at senior level is very encouraging.

The team shared a squad system with the U15F 
team, with Sean Jacobs coaching the forwards and 
myself taking care of the back lines. The results 
speak for themselves with a 21–19 win over Affi es 
in the annual derby and a 3–5 loss to Grey College 
in a game which we should have won. The standard 
of rugby throughout the year was superb. We 
dominated all the traditional rivals and the season 
was aptly put on course with a 75–0 hammering of 
Maritzburg College in Natal.

The boys were all a pleasure to coach. What stood 
out, particularly in the big games, was the passion 
that the boys continue to show for their school. The 
reason the season was so successful was the respect 
the boys had for that red, white and green jersey. 
May that respect always stay with you.

Keep on enjoying your rugby as much as you did 
this season. Special thanks to my assistant coach and 
friend, Sean.

Stephen van Niekerk, Coach

U15F Rugby
A season full of what can only be described as passion. 
Beginning the season off with a loss to KES, and 
having Bush School cause many changes to the team, 
the boys were, nevertheless, always full of spirit. They 
showed a lot of that passion to beat Maritzburg away 
as well as to come back strongly against Affi es where 
many other teams would have given up.

Whether having a game for the week or not, every 
practice, for the most part, was done with a special 
desire to achieve. Of course, having a few jokers 
in the team normally led to a few ‘poles and back’. 
Having said that, practice was where an amazing 
group of Boys High rugby players came together 
to prepare the games which they played for their 
school and for each other.

Sean Jacobs, Coach

SP
O

RT
Rugby

R C C h

a
m

p
d
in
H

Games played: 10
Won  7
Lost  3
Points for:  434
Points against: 54

View of Brooks Field in the game against Affi es
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U14A Rugby
U14 rugby trials are always exciting as seventy percent 
of the boys have never played rugby in their lives.

After trials, every second Monday was devoted 
to ball skills, rucking techniques and the correct 
tackling positions. All teams go through these skills 
regardless of their level.

There were some very promising players but it 
would take a few games to get the right combinations 
and some boys selected for the A team found 
themselves in the B team a few weeks later. This occurs 
when boys who have never played rugby before 
grasp the basics of the game after a few weeks and 
just show natural talent which cannot be ignored.

We started the season with our traditional fi xture 
against KES and after narrowly losing, the team had a 
hard fought win over Menlopark. This year we decided 
to accept an invitation to the Parktown Rugby festival 
during the Easter holidays to give them a chance to gel 
as a team and learn more about the game. We played 
six, 20 minute matches, drew two and won four and 
the boys began to play like a team.

Although we only won fi fty percent of our games, 
many of the games we lost were by very narrow 
margins. We managed to defeat all our traditional 
Johannesburg rivals which included a 15–0 victory 
over KES.

Against teams like Affi es, Waterkloof, Maritzburg 
College and Grey College the boys never gave up 
and, although losing, they could still be proud of 
their performance. They also deserve praise for their 
performance against Kearsney College, where, after 
having a player sent off (red card) after ten minutes, 
they still played with guts and determination for the 
rest of the game and only lost 7–17.

Murray Coetzee and Riaan de Klerk shared the 
position of full back. Murray was solid and had 
great hands but lacked a bit of pace and later in the 
season found himself at centre which suited his style 
of play. Riaan moved to fullback where, as a natural 
runner, he could relieve pressure with his huge boot. 
He was a good leader and captained the team well 
and, with a bit more confi dence, will develop into a 
superb rugby player. Four boys played wing during 
the season: Brandon Roux, a hard runner

and fearless tackler, Marc Russell, quick but needs 
to work on his confi dence and ball skills and Max 
Calitz and Steve van Niekerk who, although not 
extremely fast always gave of their best. Max was the 
fi ttest boy in the team and Steve was willing to put 
his body on the line for the team. The centres were 
mainly Katlego Diseko, Murray Coetzee and Riaan 
de Klerk. Murray’s defence was good and Riaan 
at centre added a bit more pace. At outside centre 
Katlego Diseko could be devastating. Our fl yhalf 
was Rossouw de Waal, a natural rugby player who 
has a good break and great hands. Scrumhalf was 
Donovan O’Grady, a tough and fearless player.

Our forward pack was our strong point, no team 
could beat us in the lineouts and our scrum work 
at times was outstanding. In the front row, Thorgny 
Fjastad, Shaun Ray and Hano van der Merwe stood 
back for no-one. Thorgny was the most dedicated 
boy in the team. Hooker, Shaun Ray, produced 
rugby out of the top drawer and his aggression was 
just what the pack needed. The other prop was Hano 
van der Merwe who was great in taking the ball up 
and scored a few well worked tries for them.

Our locks, Kirk Pretorius, Paul Makgaba and 
later Chris Rolfe added good weight to the pack. 
Paul Makgaba was a tower of strength at the kick-
offs and his aggressive tackling was his trademark. 
Chris Rolfe came into the side late but became a 
good second rower. Kirk Pretorius was, without 
doubt, the forward player of the year as his wrestling 
background made him a tower of strength in the 
lineouts and a great ball carrier.

At loose forward, Dylan Thompson, Tyran 
Moraites and Shuichi Tabei all excelled. Dylan 
Thompson was a primary lineout player and his 
defence was excellent. Tyran Moraites came from the 
B team, never stopped trying and was unfortunate 
to be injured. Our 8th man was Shuichi Tabei who 
stood in at hooker for Shaun Ray and was a dedicated 
hard working player. 

Other players who played for the A team were 
Brandon Roux, Marc Russell, Angelo Marques, 
Matthew Lombard, PJ Uys, Ferdi Louw, David 
Fisher, Taylor Peters and Dominic Korb.

Rugby
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The team could not have achieved anything this 
season if my assistant coach, Mr Klein Jan Tromp 
had not agreed to coach with me this year. His 
knowledge of forward play was invaluable and the 
boys listened to his every word. It is not often that a 
former Super 14 and Currie Cup player is prepared 
to put something back into the game we love so 
much, especially at U14 level. From the School, the 
players and I thank you all for your time and effort. 
Hopefully, we will be able to persuade you to help 
out again next year.

Thank you also to the parents for their support 
week in and week out. They can be proud of their 
boys and I thank them for ‘lending’ them to me this 

year. I enjoyed the time I had with them and they 
became ‘my’ boys. I look forward to seeing you 
around the fi elds during the next couple of years.
I will follow the progress of ‘my’ boys through the 
next few age groups and will cheer them all the way 
when they eventually wear the ‘candy stripes’.

:

Mike Housdon, Coach

Rugby
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Played:  14
Won:  7
Lost:  7
Points for:  235
Points against: 147

U14B RUGBY
Although having only coached the boys for the last 
four games of the season, I was highly impressed 
with the commitment and dedication which they 
showed both at training and on match days.

Our best performance was undoubtedly against 
Maritzburg College. Even though the result did not 
go our way, our structure in attack and defence was 
outstanding.

I wish the boys every success in their future Boys 
High rugby careers.

Nick Brennan, Coach  

The U14Bs of 2007 started off their high school rugby 
career on a good note. They recorded their fi rst win 
against KES after fi ghting back from being 3–17 

down. The following Wednesday they posted 50 
points, truly overwhelming the lads of Menlopark. 
Life was good! The boys had a 100% win record 
thus far. Then the mighty Maritzburg College boys 
came along. We fought back after being 14–0 down 
to 14–14 but then Maritzburg ran in numerous tries 
– we lost count! 

As the season progressed the boys continued to 
lose more games than they won. What was noticeable 
was that when their levels of self-confi dence were 
high, they won easily. However, being young, the 
boys had too little experience of high school rugby, 
but we look forward to seeing this all change as they 
grow.

Lionel Randall, Coach

Dian van der Westhuizen with ball in hand and Morné Marais, 
Andrew Christie and Stanley Twiname in support

Kevin Ponton falls back to secure the ball with Nathan Fourie in 
support
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U14C Rugby
The U14C team was characterised by a team spirit 
not matched by many. Even though there were a 
lot of changes which were a huge frustration, every 
player played with heart and guts in every match 
and never gave up. The team showed tremendous 
character and belief in themselves. The two train 
trips were a great experience for the boys. Although 
the train trips resulted in one loss and one win the 
boys learnt a great deal about themselves and how 
to get on with new teammates. We achieved wins 
against KES (away), Parktown, Kearsney College 
(away), St Stithians, Cornwall Hill A and Jeppe. 
Our losses were to Maritzburg College (away), 
Waterkloof, KES (home), Affi es, Maritzburg College 
(home) and Grey College (home). Being in a C team 
is particularly challenging for both players and the 
coaches. With the players constantly moving up 
and down from weekend to weekend, it created 
an unstable team environment. However, the team 
continued to perform incredibly well and as a coach 
I would like to thank all the boys who were part of 
the U14C team.

H Dorlas, Coach

U14D Rugby
As a coach it was a pleasure to work with a group 
of boys who were keen to learn new aspects of the 
game and were prepared to give of their best at 
all times. It was unfortunate that the season was 
disrupted by illness and injury throughout the age- 
group, making it diffi cult to get the boys focused 
week after week. Nevertheless, I feel that the boys 
had an unforgettable season, gaining vast experience 
against tough opposition, which will stand them in 
good stead for the future, both on and off the fi eld. 
The season was greatly enjoyed by both the boys and 
myself. I won’t forget the boys who tried to impress 
me with the biggest tackle of the game and our little 
side wagers! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
the boys for their support and dedication to the 
team and wish them all the best for the future. I 
hope to see many of you play in the candy stripes 
one day.

Devlin Eyden, Coach

U14E and F RUGBY
We started off the season with an E, F and G team. By 
the end of the season we had a squad of only twenty. 
Never before have we seen a squad grow so much 
in talent and skills throughout a season. However, 
the best part of our entire season was the friendships 
that developed amongst the boys.

The E and F teams had an awesome season, both 
beating Maritzburg away. Then the F XV drew 
with College at home, while the E XV showed their 
dominance once again by beating College 38–15. 
The F XV went down narrowly to Grey College 5–22 
which was a season highlight.

Both teams were brilliantly lead throughout the 
season by the captains who changed almost weekly 
as a result of injuries and players being moved up. 
Congratulations to all the boys who featured in the 
E and F teams throughout the season and thank you 
for your dedication and commitment to practices 
and the team.

Mark Blew and Callan Woodcock, Coaches

Rugby
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Tendai Chikukwa with St Stithians College defenders doing their best 
to bring him down

Nicholas Korb on the attack
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2007 Squash Report
2007 started, as per tradition, with the match against 
the Old Boys, which, with the coach selecting both 
teams and playing for the Old Boys, resulted in 
a resounding win for the Older generation. The 
School championships are always eagerly contested 
and over 100 boys regularly compete each year in 
the various age groups. With a very even spread 
of talent in the Open age group there were always 
likely to be a few upsets in the Senior Championships 
and this did indeed occur. Justin Guy managed to 
fi ght his way through to the fi nal but found Kyle 
Lentz too strong for him, a situation that remained 
throughout the year. The two outstanding Form 
I’s from last year, Craig Stephens and Athan Page, 
contested the U16 fi nal with Athan once again 
proving too strong for Craig. Finally, our Form I and 
U14 championship fi nals were contested by Tayla 
Corney and Murray Coetzee, two very talented 
young men. Murray proved to be too strong in both 
fi nals and was a worthy winner. Hopefully we can 
convince these two talented sportsmen to fi t squash 
into their timetables, in between all their other A 
team sporting commitments. 

The First side had a rather interesting year as they 
were competitive against every school that they 
played against, bar St Andrews. Although we lacked 
a truly outstanding individual at First Team level, the 
strength of the team was the sheer depth of talent. St 
Andrews was probably the only school that could 
compete with us from the no.4 position down. The 
low point of the year was losing once again to Menlo 
Park in the U19A Schools league and in the Top 
Schools playoffs. The highlight was, undoubtedly, 
the exploits of the team at the Top Schools 
tournament. We were invited to the tournament at 
late notice after one of the sides withdrew. Due to 
our record during the year we were seeded 5th out 
of ten sides and were not really expected to fi nish 
higher than that. All the boys chose this tournament 
to play their best squash in the year and showed 
the fi ghting qualities and commitment that have 
made the school such a respected force nationally. 
Athan Page and Tristan Bagshaw produced fantastic 
performances and pure guts to win against Wynberg 
Boys High. In our crucial semi-fi nal against King 
Edward VII School, Sammy Schickerling produced 
his fi nest performance for Boys High. Knowing that 

his match would be the decider and playing 
an opponent who only two weeks previously 
had beaten him soundly 3 B 0, Sammy played 
outstanding squash to clinch the match for us 3 B 0 
and ensure that we fi nished no lower than second. 
A truly memorable performance from the six boys 
involved and just reward for the hard work they had 
put in during the year. 

I would like to thank the departing matrics. Kyle 
Lentz is a young man who set himself the goal of 
being the school no.1 and achieving SA Colours. He 
did not achieve all he set out to do but always gave of 
his best and will mature into a very good player. He 
was awarded Full Colours. Sammy Schickerling has 
been somewhat of an enigma as he is a tremendously 
talented player who hasn’t always appeared to have 
the drive needed to succeed. I believe that he came of 
age this year and the maturity in his play, especially 
during the Top Schools tournament, shows that he 
has a bright future in the sport. He was awarded 
Full Colours. Tristan Bagshaw has been a good team 
captain who has the ability to get on with everyone. 
He has worked hard to maximise his abilities and 
displays a never-say-die attitude which is infectious 
to other members of the team. Tristan was no.27 
in Form I after his Form I championships and has 
worked hard to be a fi rst team regular for two years. 
Tristan was re-awarded Full Colours. Siddartha Ram 
was a solid, dependable member of the side who was 
unbeaten in his matches for the fi rst side this year. 
Unfortunately his commitment to the school meant 
that his squash suffered a little and by the end of the 
season he was struggling to keep up with youngsters 
like Craig Stephens. 

Of the players that remain, Athan Page is a 
wonderful talent who as an U14 boy received 
SA U16 Colours and will be going to play in the 
British Open at the end of 2007. Justin Guy should 
be a strong member of the 2008 First team and will, 
hopefully, be aiming for higher honours himself and 
Craig Stephens has proved to be a very talented and 
committed young man who will work hard to keep 
the School’s name high. 

The First team also fl ew to Cape Town in September 
to play in the Wynberg Stayers festival, which 
allowed us the opportunity to blood new talent in 
the First team. An interesting year awaits us in 2008 

Squash
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with Heinrich Van Rensburg, Daryl van der Merwe 
, Christopher Minnaar and Michael Joubert staking 
claims for a berth in the side next year. 

As with all sport at Boys High, the participation 
in squash is phenomenal, especially when compared 
with our rivals. We fi eld 15 sides every Friday in the 
schools league out of a total of 75 sides, boys and girls, 
playing in the leagues. Of the nine boys’ leagues, Boys 
High won 6 and was runner up in the other four. A 
truly outstanding achievement once again. The only 
thing preventing us from having more sides playing 
is that we have only, for our numbers, four courts. 
Perhaps the time has come to think about extending 
our squash facilities. 

It is always pleasing to see how boys improve and 
develop during the year and there were once again 
numerous boys who worked hard at their squash and 
improved dramatically during the year. Amongst the 

senior boys the likes of Blane Meyer, Yorke Scott, 
Shuaib Akoojee and Keagan Boustead spring to mind. 
Amongst the younger boys there are Zane van der 
Schyff and Rico Hui for the U16’s and the enthusiasm 
of the U14 boys always made coaching a pleasure. 
Special mention should be made of Daniel Swanepoel 
in Form I who was presented with the Most Improved 
Player award at the North Gauteng prize giving and 
is a young man to keep an eye on in the future.

As always, none of these results would be possible 
without the help of some dedicated coaches and here 
I would like to thank two Old Boys who were also 
past captains of the school, Derek van der Merwe and 
Matthew Dewey. It has been a pleasure working with 
these young men who have given much back to the 
school. I look forward to an exciting 2008.

Mark Southwood 

Squash
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1st Team results

St Andrews Festival
vs Wynberg D 3–3
vs Selborne D 3–3
vs St Andrews L 1–5
vs KES  D 3–3
vs Grey College W 4–2
Schools’ League 
vs PBHS 2nd  W 4–0
vs Menlo Park L 0–4
vs St Albans W 4–0
vs Uitsig  W 4–0
vs Sutherland W 4–0

Final placing 2nd

Top Schools’ Playoff
vs Capricorn W 6–0
vs St Albans W 6–0
vs Glen High W 6–0
vs Menlopark L 1–5

Final placings
10. Paarl Vallei
9. Grey High School
8. Glenwood
7. Grey College
6. Wynberg
5. Selborne
4. KES

3. Menlo Park
2. PBHS
1. St Andrews

School Champions
Seniors – K Lentz
U16 – A Page
U14 – M Coetzee
Form 1 – M Coetzee
Doubles – A Page and J Guy

Schools’ League Winners
U14E
U14C
U14A
U16E
U16C
U16A

Parktown Festival
vs KES  L 3–6
vs Parktown B W 9–0
vs Parktown A W 6–3
vs Prince Edward W 6–3

Friendlies
vs KES  L 2–4
vs Glenwood W 6–0
vs Grey College W 5–1

Top Schools
Pool Games
vs St Andrews L 0–5
vs Wynberg W 3–2
vs Glenwood W 4–1
vs Grey High School W 4–1

Semi-Final
vs KES  W 3–2

Final
vs St Andrews L 1–5

Provincial Selection
U14A
No. 1 M Coetzee
No. 3 L Parker
No. 5 D Swanepoel
U14B
T Thornton, D Pullock
U16A
No. 2 A Page
No. 5 C Stephens
U19A
No. 3  K Lentz
No. 5 T Bagshaw
U19B
J Guy
SA Schools
U16  A Page

The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:217The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:217 2008/06/06   02:56:11 PM2008/06/06   02:56:11 PM



The Pretorian218

Squash
SP

O
RT

1st Squash team

Front Row L–R: S Schickerling, T Bagshaw (Captain), K Lentz.
Back Row L–R: A Page, Mr M Southwood (Coach), J Guy.

The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:218The Pretorian 2007 CW and Sport.indd   Sec1:218 2008/06/06   02:56:12 PM2008/06/06   02:56:12 PM



The Pretorian 219This page is sponsored by The Senekal Family

Swimming
I think that the 2007 swimming season was a very good 
one. It had the excitement that everyone anticipated, 
the ups and downs that are part and parcel of any 
sports season and a great Boys High camaraderie.

The start of the season was not quite what we 
would have liked: we came second at the fi rst gala 
hosted by KES. This may not have been a bad thing 
as the entire team was given a wake-up call which 
resulted in victories at all the remaining league galas 
and an improved team spirit. The annual Ten Schools 
Gala was hosted by Glenwood in KZN this year. We 
were placed third at this gala with which I was very 
happy. Durban High School came fi rst with some 
truly spectacular swimming and Westville Boys 
were placed second. The tour to KZN was great. 

The Pretoria Inter-High this year was a very 
exciting one. Afrikaans Hoër Seunskool had a really 
good team but we managed to pull out all the stops 
and pipped them into fi rst place. The Johannesburg 
Inter-High was, arguably, the most disappointing 
gala of the season. St Benedicts were placed fi rst with 
PBHS second. Nonetheless, I am proud of our boys 
who gave it their all and kept it up for the whole

season. I thank them for that.
I would also like to thank Mr Acres, Mrs Gioia 

and Mr McEvoy for the hard work that they put into 
the season. It is much appreciated.
Vaughan de Jager, Captain

I would like to add my own thanks to the boys 
who made up the swimming teams, particularly 
the A team, for keeping the Boys High fl ag fl ying 
high and being great ambassadors for the school, 
whether in our city, province or beyond. You guys 
are what makes it all worthwhile. To the swimming 
staff there is a great debt of gratitude to you for the 
selfl ess investments made in the swimmers and the 
personal interest that each of the staff takes.

I hope that the coming season will fi nd Boys High 
back up to three swimming teams and not only two, 
as has been the case this year. We have a score to 
settle in the Johannesburg league and a title to retain 
in the Pretoria league. The 2008 season already has 
our work cut out for us.

J Acres, MIC: Swimming

Swimming
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Front Row L–R: J Wagner, M Bowden, E Maré, V de Jager, G Zorzi, H Armstrong, D Jacobs.
Second Row L–R: Mr J Acres, R Engelbrecht, J Burg, M Yiannou, M Sheppard, L Kruger, G Kurz, N Korb, Mrs H Gioia.

Third Row L–R: F Louw, D Murray, D Jooste, D Hayes.
Back Row L–R: W Eve, C Bartlett, M Collier, D Reynders, R Haagner, S Tucker, M Zietsman, T Lombard, D Korb. 

Absent: D Poultney.
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Table Tennis
Table Tennis
The year began with a huge interest in table tennis. 
This was truly apparent when we announced the 
Table Tennis School Championships of 2007: we had 
150 entrants. With so many players in the tournament, 
it was a challenge to keep it down to one week in 
length, but we managed. Albeit a little chaotic, we 
ran a successful tournament with a relatively strong 
top group of players. After the tournament, the top 
twenty players were invited to practice.

Practices were relatively well attended, with 
an average of eight players coming to each of the 
two-hour practices, one on Monday , the other on 
Tuesday. We played in Mrs Floor’s and Mr Köhne’s 
classrooms, with two tables in each. It was a very 
time-consuming task to move the desks outside the 
classrooms at the beginning of practice and back 
into the classrooms at the end. The same needed to 
be done before and after a league match, resulting in 
a long afternoon becoming even longer. We hope to 
acquire a better venue for the future.

For table tennis at PBHS, the second term was very 
eventful with our First Team playing the Pretoria A 
league.

In our matches we received mixed results such 
as drawing to the highly ranked Afrikaans Hoër 
Seunskool and then losing to the poorly ranked 
Oos Moot team. This was mainly due to the 
inconsistent team we played. Some players could 
only play one match of two per week, which is 
understandable, but still to our detriment. Another 
cause of the sporadic results was our inexperience, 
which was expected as our entire team, excluding 
myself, had never played competitive table tennis 
before.

We have approximately fi fteen committed 
players who attend table tennis at least once a 
week. Fortunately, there is only one matric player, 
so next year our team will remain, for the most 
part, unchanged. I fi rmly believe that there are 
many students out there who would like to join 
but feel intimidated by the idea of competition. In 
the upcoming two terms, we hope to promote table 
tennis as both competitive and casual. I believe this 
will spark an even greater interest.

Murray Lynch, Captain
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Tennis Report
An amazing year at PBHS has come to an end. The 
tennis players showed plenty of commitment and 
dedication throughout the year, which resulted in a 
string of fi ne results.

The fi rst festival of the season took place in March 
at Paul Roos Gym, Stellenbosch. The team won a 
promising fi ve of seven matches, losing narrowly to 
the two top ranked schools only. Our team proved 
to be competitive amongst the best in the country 
and continued to display impressive form for the 
rest of the season.

The juniors and seniors won their matches in the 
annual Inter-School against Maritzburg, Kearsney 
and Grey College.

The most prestigious tournament of the year, the 
Wayne Ferreira National Tournament, took place 
at the famous Ellis Park Stadium in Johannesburg. 
Despite a serious accident on the way to the venue on 
the second day, we managed to fi ght our way into the 
semi-fi nal. Because the players displayed such courage 
in playing after the accident, we were awarded with 
the Bailey Trophy for the Best Sportsmanship.

The U15 team also competed very well at the 
National Junior festival where they won four 
matches in a row and were only stopped in the fi nal

by Paul Roos Gym.
Our second senior team represented PBHS at the 

new Menlopark festival and won a credible two of 
four matches.

During the last festival of 2007 at Grey College, 
(played without the matrics) the 2008 First Team 
won three matches and lost two.

We entered twelve teams into the Pretoria and 
Johannesburg leagues and all the teams had winning 
seasons. It was wonderful to see so many boys 
competing on a weekly basis.

Amongst the Old Boys we currently have a Davis 
Cup representative and four boys on sport bursaries 
in the USA.

PBHS tennis is, most importantly, known for the 
love and respect the players have for the School, each 
other and for the game of tennis. I hope that future 
players will continue this proud tradition under the 
2008 captain, Henri Snyders.

I want to thank our coach, Gerald Stoffberg, 
whose calm inspiration contributed to our successes. 
Thanks also to Mrs Elaine Muller whose passion 
kept us fi red up during 2007.

Tucker Vorster, Captain  
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Tennis

A Team Tennis

Front Row L–R: R Higgs, T Vorster, G Pilz.
Back Row L–R: Mr G Stoffberg (Coach), W le Roux, H Snyders, M Sauer, B Lock, Mrs E Muller (Manager). 

Inset: M Lynch.
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Richard Higgs

Results

Johannesburg League
vs Saints  Lost 2–5
vs St Benedicts Won 7–0
vs King David Won 5–2
vs AHS  Won 6–3
vs Parktown Won 7–0

Paul Roos Festival
vs Kearsney Won 5–4
vs Paul Roos Gym Lost 3–6
vs Bishops Won 9–0
vs Saints  Lost 4–5
vs Cradock Won 8–1
 vs Paarl Boys Won 5–1
vs Stellenbosch Hoër Won 5–4

Wayne Ferreira Tournament
vs Northcliff Won 8–1
vs Waterkloof Won 6–3
vs Stellenbosch Hoër Won 6–3
vs Saints  Lost 3–5
WON BAILEY AWARD FOR 
SPORTSMANSHIP

Train Tours/Inter-Schools
vs Maritzburg College 
1st Team   Won 8–1
2nd Team  Won 8–1
vs Kearsney College 
1st Team   Won 8–1
2nd Team  Lost 4–5
Juniors  Won 7–2
vs Grey College 
1st Team   Won 5–4
2nd Team  Won 5–4
Juniors  Won 9–0

U15 National Festival
vs Paarl Boys Won 7–2
vs Selbourne College Won 9–0
vs Nelspruit Won 9–0
vs AHS  Won 6–3
vs Paul Roos Gym Lost 2–5 in final

Grey College Festival 
vs Selbourne Won 6–3
vs Waterkloof Lost 2–7
vs Saints  Won 7–2
vs Selbourne Won 8–1

PBHS Championships
Senior Champion Tucker Vorster
Junior Champion Arnold Jekel
Form 1 Champion Ryan Kirsten
Senior Doubles Champions 
Tucker Vorster and Richard Higgs
Junior Doubles Champions 
Benjamin Lock and Jarryd Sauer

Awards
Honours  Tucker Vorster
Full colours Henri Snyders,  
  Richard Higgs
Half colours  Wim le Roux, Marc 

Sauer
Merit   Nico Carmichael,  

Tristan Edwards, 
Benjamin Lock

Gary Pilz
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1

1. U15 National Junior Festival
2. ‘Absolute Menlo’ senior tournament
3. Tucker Vorster 
4. Murray Lynch

2

3 4
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Water Polo Report
Water Polo at PBHS in 2007 has had a successful 
season overall. There have been some exciting wins 
and disappointing losses, but as a school sport, water 
polo has moved to a new level.

More boys than ever before are playing polo. 
In Term 1 we can fi eld twenty or more sides. This 
obviously presents problems regarding practice 
times and organising games, but what a nice problem 
to have. I am aware that some of our opposition 
schools have adopted a policy of choosing their most 
able players and disregarding the remainder in order 
to ensure more pool time and, I presume, success for 
the A and 1st teams. This is completely contrary to 
our approach which is to have as many boys playing 
as possible. It is my belief that the same lessons of 
teamwork, tolerance, commitment, what it takes to 
succeed and how to deal with failure can be learnt at 
an U14F level as in a fi rst side. It is short-sighted in 
the extreme to prevent willing, enthusiastic, if less 
able, boys from playing a sport so as to be able to 
publish good results in the newspaper.

In order to accommodate all our sides, Mr 
Randall introduced a Wednesday night league, 
which included teams from Girls High. This proved 
to be a big success and will be expanded upon next 
year. Mr Randall has also introduced a clinic for 
primary school boys in order to grow the sport in 
this province. This is in its formative stages but I 
would be surprised if it, too, did not grow.

With a sport this large it is an expensive 
undertaking to ensure that we have the equipment 
we need. I am extremely grateful to my Water Polo 
parents’ committee, led by Mrs Rundle and then 
Mrs Mitchell, for the money they raised. These funds 
were used to buy weighted balls, stretch cords, caps, 
gowns, nets and other equipment. It was also used 
to subsidise various tours and festivals. I would 

like to thank all parents involved for their efforts on 
behalf of the boys.

With so many teams and only a small staff 
contingent involved, the efforts of the ‘outside’ coaches 
is invaluable. Quite frankly, PBHS water polo could 
not survive without them and I thank them for their 
time and enthusiasm. The First Aid and table offi cials 
also need to be recognised and their efforts are much 
appreciated. My thanks must also be extended to Mr 
Vermeulen and Mr Housdon who do much behind 
the scenes to keep water polo on an even keel.

A 1st XIII squad has been selected to tour Serbia in 
2008. This is a very exciting development, especially 
since PBHS has never sent a water polo side overseas 
before. The committee is chaired by Mr Tulloch 
with Mr Smith as staff liaison. A core of parents 
have already done a huge amount of work in order 
to lower the costs of the tour. I am confi dent that it 
will be a huge success and a valuable experience for 
those boys privileged enough to go.

I will leave comment on the 2007 1st XIII to their 
coach, except to say that these boys did their school 
proud, both in and out of the pool. They proved 
to be positive role models to those in younger age 
groups and always gave of their best.

This is my fi nal year as MIC Water Polo. I am 
being replaced by Mr Randall in 2008. I wish him 
all the best and am sure that under his enthusiastic 
guidance, PBHS water polo will climb to even greater 
heights. It has been a privilege to run this sport. I 
have learnt a lot and benefi ted from my interactions 
with staff, coaches, parents and, of course, the boys. 
Thank you to everyone who had a positive input 
into water polo and I look forward to seeing you at 
the side of the pool.

Craig McBride, MIC

Bryce Godfrey in action Adam Rundle giving his all for Boys High
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1st Team Water Polo
2007 was a good year for the First Team, not only 
for results and achievements, but also for the 
camaraderie and team spirit shown by the boys.

At the outset of this report I would like to thank 
Kyle Gallagher, Adam Rundle and Matthew Steele 
for their commitment and dedication to Boys 
High water polo, right to the very end! These boys 
continued to play for the team even though they 
were in the middle of Matric fi nal exams, and, not 
only did they play, but they met the criterion to play, 
which was to make at least two of the four practices 
(Thursdays being compulsory) in order to do so. They 
way surpassed the minimum criterion, showing that 
there are no half measures and setting an example 
for all Boys High boys to follow, regardless of their 
chosen sport.

The year got off to a good start with the match vs 
the Old Boys made up of several old boys who have 
either represented SA Schools, Provincials or are still 
actively involved in top level water polo. Although 
we lost the game 10–19 it showed that there was a fair 
bit of talent to work with and that this particular team 
was not afraid of their opponents’ ‘reputation’. This 
was followed by the Affi es and St Albans triangular 
in which we won both matches comfortably, namely 
19–1 and 18–3 respectively.

The game against St Stithians in our third week 
back at school was undoubtedly the turning point 
for us and the point where the boys knew that they 
could beat any team on a given day. After trailing 
Saints 3–7 going into the fi nal chukka, many would 
have thought that Saints would run away with it 
but they were wrong: a few Saints mistakes, a bit of 
luck, a lot of passion and Boys High turned the game 
around, winning 9–8!

In our fourth week we travelled to the Grey 
College Tournament in Bloemfontein, and, after 
almost running out of petrol for the second year 
running, one would have feared that this was a sign 
that we were going to have a bad tournament, but 
we went through the pool stage winning fi ve, losing 
one and drawing one of our seven games. These 
results were enough to ensure a place in the quarter 
fi nals against St Stithians (who had sweet revenge on 
their minds). Again we were in hot water with time 
against us, but we managed to come from behind 
and equalise on the stroke of full time, momentum 
was with us and we ended up winning that game 
and having to face Grey PE (with whom we had 
previously drawn) in the semi-fi nal. All was going 
to plan, we were up and a fairytale looked on the 
cards. Grey, unfortunately, are too good a team to be 
concerned with fairytales, they took their chances 

and buried the game 4–3. Although we lost, it was 
by far our best performance at the tournament. 
The disappointment of losing the semi-fi nal 
spilled over into our next game (third/fourth play 
off) against Paul Roos, where we lost the game 
6–5 and ended fourth out of the eighteen schools 
participating.

Our next weekend was the fi rst away fi xture of 
the year against St Johns College. After a relatively 
successful Grey tournament we thought we would 
put the disappointment of the semi-fi nal loss at bay 
by beating a strong St Johns team (the top water polo 
playing school in South Africa). In the beginning, 
with scores locked at 0–0 things looked good and 
we honestly believed ‘today is the day’, however, 
when the whistle to start the game blew, we fell into 
a trap of self-doubt and amnesia (as far as water 
polo is concerned) and we ended up being on the 
wrong side of a 20–6 hiding. The boys and I were 
bitterly disappointed, to say the least, and we could 
not understand how we could fall apart so quickly. 
The St Johns coach, Mr Vlado Trninic explained 
exactly where he felt we were weak and what he felt 
could be done to rectify the problem, so we worked 
mornings and long hours in the afternoons to ensure 
that we got back to being one of the best.

Returning home, we implemented his training 
principles and faced Crawford College Lonehill, 
Affi es, St Albans and Jeppe and won all four 
convincingly.

The last water polo fi xture of the fi rst term is 
always the annual King Edward VII festival where 
top teams from around South Africa compete to lay 
claim to being the best in the country.

In our pool we were joined by Durban High 
School (DHS), Diocesan College (Bishops) and St 
Andrews College (Grahamstown). Determined to 
do well, we opened our tournament with a good 
win over St Andrews 14–5, followed by a night 
game against Bishops where schoolboy ill-discipline 
cost us the game. At 9–9 in the last minute one of 
our boys pulled his opponent’s leg and got sent out 
of the water for misconduct, although it may sound 
funny, the reality is that had he not done that we 
would have scored in the other side and won 10–9, 
however we were now 9–10 losers. In our fi nal pool 
game we faced a very strong DHS team, although 
we probably could have put one or two more goals 
away, it must be remembered that Clinton Mitchell 
(our goalkeeper) made thirteen saves on the day, 
going a long way to ensuring a well-deserved 8–8 
draw against one of South Africa’s fi nest water polo 
schools.
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1st Team Water Polo

Front Row L–R: K Gallagher, W Forster, W Reid (Vice Captain), M Steele (Captain), A Rundle, G McMahon, C Mitchell.
Back Row L–R: J Tulloch, R Hunter, G Crankshaw, H Swanepoel, M Laubscher, T Bowker, R Maguire, Mr L Randall (Coach).

Players who represented the 1st team in 2007
Matthew Steele  1st Team Captain
Honours
SA Schools U19B
North Gauteng Men’s Currie Cup A team
North Gauteng U19A Captain
Wesley Reid  1st Team Vice Captain 

(Term 1)
Full Colours
North Gauteng U19A
North Gauteng U21A Captain
Henrico Swanepoel
Half Colours
Jared Tulloch
Full Colours
North Gauteng U18A
North Gauteng U21A
North Gauteng U19A
Rory Maguire
Half Colours
Willem du Plessis
Half Colours
North Gauteng U16A
Richard de Beyer
Half Colours
North Gauteng U16A
Guy McMahon
Full Colours

Adam Rundle
Full Colours
North Gauteng U19A
North Gauteng U18A Captain
Warren Forster
Full Colours
North Gauteng U18A
Clinton Mitchell
Full Colours
North Gauteng U18A
Taylor Bowker
Full Colours
North Gauteng U19A
North Gauteng U21A
Benjamin Wicks
Half Colours
North Gauteng U16A
Angus Steele
Half Colours
North Gauteng U16A
Matthias Niebuhr
Half Colours
Alex Jansen
Half Colours
North Gauteng U21A

Kyle Gallagher 1st Team Vice Captain 
(Terms 3 and 4)
Full Colours
North Gauteng U19A
North Gauteng U21A
Gareth Crankshaw
Half Colours
Maarten Laubscher
Half Colours
North Gauteng U21A
Brent van Duiker
Half Colours
North Gauteng U19A
Kyle-Mark Middleton
Full Colours
North Gauteng U19A
North Gauteng U21A
Sean Mackrell
Half Colours
North Gauteng U16A
Brandon Harris
Half Colours
North Gauteng U16A
Chris McGuire
Half Colours
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The game against Bishops cost us direct entry into 
the quarter fi nals and so we had to ‘play-off’ against 
KES to qualify for the quarters, but we lost 6–11.

Next we faced Grey PE who had previously put us 
to the sword at the Grey College tournament and at 
half time we found ourselves 5–9 down and looking 
to receive another lesson in water polo like the one 
we received from St Johns. We briefl y discussed this 
point and the boys came out fi ring, at the end of the 
third chukka the score was 7–10 and it looked as if 
we would save face, perhaps even stand a chance of 
winning the game. The last chukka took everyone’s 
breath away, the boys played as if it was a relaxed 
Captain’s practice and scored nine unanswered goals 
to record a 16–10 win! The following day we faced 
Selborne College, played very badly and lost 7–8.

That wrapped up the fi rst half of the season. The 
second half also had its ups and downs but the main 
highlight was to come from behind to win against 
Maritzburg College at the SACS tournament. Down 
1–5, the boys put on one of the most passionate 
displays this side of the equator and won 6–5. Other 
wins at the SACS tournament were against Glenwood 
(Durban), Pinetown (Durban) and Wynberg (Cape 
Town). Our losses were against Grey PE, SACS, St 
Johns and St Stithians and in our game against Paul 
Roos we drew 4–4.

On the local front we faced Affi es, St Davids and 
St Albans, winning all three convincingly. 
The following week-end we participated in the St 
Davids Festival and lost all fi ve of our matches (St 
Johns, St Stithians, KES, St Davids and Parktown).

It is amazing what a week can do. Against KES in 
the Kitto Cup match played at Boys High we were 
overwhelmingly underdogs, in fact after losing 2–10 
to them the previous week at St Davids, the daggers 
were out and critics were expecting another twenty 
point lesson, this was not to be: along came two new 
boys to the team, Rory Maguire and Richard de Beyer 

and, forget stepping up to the plate, they completely 
smashed the plate! – we won 10–6 winning the Kitto 
Cup in the process.

The following week-end we travelled to St 
Stithians and won a scrappy match 8–7!

Back home, with an unbeaten home record on the 
cards, we had our last two matches at Affi es (whom 
we had beaten 20-1 four weeks earlier) and Parktown 
whom we had lost to at the St Davids festival. Not 
only this, but these were also our last matches of 
the season and the last time that Kyle Gallagher, 
Adam Rundle and Matthew Steele (as matrics) and 
Rory Maguire (emigrating to Australia) would ever 
represent Boys High again. To say the least, they 
were highly charged up and very emotion driven.

In the fi rst match we took a relaxed approach to 
the Affi es game and very soon found out that Affi es 
had done their work, were well prepared for this 
game and wanted to beat us … badly! No matter 
how hard we tried we kept slipping further and 
further away from them, in contrast everything they 
touched turned to gold, every shot they took went 
in, and with fi ve minutes to play we were trailing 
3–9! A time out was called and with many fi ngers 
being pointed at the scoreboard and the clichéd 
’now or never’ being screamed at one another, the 
boys decided ’nOT TODAY, NOT HERE!’ It was 
like a war movie and, like the Tsunami, the boys 
just arrived and with a minute to go trailed 8–9, 
immediately scored, then another, then a penalty 
and on the stroke of full time, another, to pull off the 
greatest come from behind, ever! – we won 12–10!
In the last match of the season and the only obstacle 
between the team of 2007 and an unbeaten home 
season was Parktown, who had beaten us 5–3 two 
weeks earlier, the game never really took off and we 
won 9–3, making the team of 2007 unbeaten in all 
fourteen home games for the year.
Lionel Randall, Coach

Water Polo
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Clinton Mitchell the 1st Team goal keeper making a pass Clinton Mitchell, 1st Team goal keeper 
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2nd Team Water Polo
For many players in the team the season started 
off early as many went to the 1st team trials and 
subsequently made the squad. I knew then that the 
Open group would be a very competitive group as 
many of the players in the 2nd team would have 
had 1st team experience which would be extremely 
valuable. The 2nd team has had numerous unbeaten 
seasons and this season would be no different. We 
were unbeaten at home after convincingly beating 
all the major polo schools and posting a very 
good 22–1 win over Parktown in the fi nal game of 
the season. Special mention must go to our only 
matric boy in the team, Bryden Rose, who played 
superbly throughout the season, even though he 
was going through a very stressful time with fi nal 
examinations. He was an amazing role model for 
the younger players and a pleasure to coach. With 
such a strong squad, I am in no doubt that the next 
season will prove to be one of the best yet.

Ricardo da Silva, Coach

U16A Water Polo
The 2007 U16A Water Polo season was defi nitely 
one of the most successful and fun seasons I have 
had. They were a great bunch of boys whose 
blend of wonderful personalities and amazing 
talent made my life very easy. We participated 
in a development tournament to help develop 
water polo in the underprivileged and previously 
disadvantaged communities. The boys were more 
than enthusiastic and we fi nished as the victors, 
winning gold. 

By the end of the fi rst term, eight of my boys were 
playing in the fi rst team and they made me very 
proud. If this is indicative of PBHS Water Polo then 
we have a lot to look forward to.
I would like to wish all the boys the very best of luck 
for their future water polo careers.

Peet Uys, Coach

3rd Team Water Polo
From the outset an enthusiastic bunch of boys threw 
energy into having fun in the 3rd Team Water Polo. 
The highlight of the short season was the competitive 
Wednesday night league which saw the Thirds 
pitting their skills against the Girls High 1st Team and 
winning on both occasions. What was meant to be a 
‘walk in the park’ match, turned into a near defeat 
when we just beat Beaulieu College 1st Team 5–4. 
Although a number of the boys have aspirations to 
play for a higher team next year, the 3rd Team is all 
about having fun, and doing your best to win. The 
team is to be congratulated on their commitment to 
practices and enthusiasm on the bench. Thanks go to 
Mark Steinhobel for his patience in guiding the team.

M Smith, Coach

U16C Water Polo
Coaches: Mr D Wright and Ms T Fairall
Regular players: P Leefl ang, A Bester, G McKenzie, 
A Bernitz, A Millward, B Smith, A Jacobs, W Verhage, 
S Pieterse
Our C team was unlucky not to play against any other 
C teams and were forced to play against higher teams 
and this they did with passion and determination.

Practices were always great value for entertainment 
with the boys constantly trying to get out of obligatory 
warm-up laps and any fi tness training that had been 
planned for that session. Nevertheless, they were 
always keen and enthusiastic at practice and one can 
contribute their amazing team spirit to this.

The highlight of the season was the introduction 
of the Girls’ High league where the boys pitted 
themselves against the top teams from PHSG. In 
total four matches were played and the boys had 
one win against the PHSG U16A team followed by 
three wins against the PHSG 2nd team.

I have thoroughly enjoyed coaching the team for 
the past three seasons and look forward to monitoring 
their progress through the open age groups.
D Wright, Coach

Another intense half-time talk
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U14A Water Polo
The U14 Water Polo season got off to a very quick 
start. Picking a team, training and playing a game 
within three days of laying eyes on a water polo ball 
would always be a tough task. The boys showed 
tremendous character and heart throughout the 
season. They were always willing to give their all 
during games and practices especially during those 
‘Buirski minutes’. The one pleasing aspect of the 
season was the boys’ willingness to learn and develop 
their skills. They showed their potential through some 
good wins against Parktown and St Davids. I have no 
doubt that many of these players will develop into 
fi ne water polo players and represent the 1st Team in 
years to come. Good luck for the future.

Matthew Buirski, Coach

U14B Water Polo 
The U14B team have had an incredible season which 
has seen them go the whole year undefeated. Many 
of the players are on par with many of the U14A 
players and it was very easy as a coach to have had 
a group of young men who were so disciplined and 
so passionate about water polo. Our worst result 
of the season and worst performance was against 
KES, which ended in a draw. The boys bounced 
back from this disappointing match and picked up 
their game remarkably to beat St Stithians 12–0 in 
our most satisfying win of the season. I would like 
to thank the team for their commitment and I hope 
to see many of them playing for the First Team in 
the future.

JP Dumas, Coach

U15C, D and E Water Polo
It was an absolute pleasure to coach this group of 
young men this year. Their enthusiasm and energy 
made every practice and game enjoyable for me 
as a coach. The large number of boys who moved 
up to higher sides refl ect the positive attitude, 
determination and work ethic that existed in these 
sides. In the fourth term none of the U15C, D or 
E teams lost a game. The C team was particularly 
impressive, including in their results a draw against 
Beaulieu College A side and a victory over the 
Parktown U15B team. It is my belief that some of the 
players in this side have the ability to play for 

the B and even A teams should they improve their 
swimming skills. It is my hope that all these boys 
continue playing water polo to ensure that our 
strength in depth in the U16 and open age groups 
remains or even improves.

I would also like to thank Mr Pieter Crouse whose 
insight and knowledge proved invaluable this 
season. Ms Christodoulou also deserves thanks for 
her efforts. A fi nal thank you to all the parents who 
supported their sons throughout the season.

C McBride, Coach

The mighty Second Team having a team talk before the next chukka: ‘Every second counts’
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Leon Bekker
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