The Junior City Council (JCC) is a non-profit
organisation which raises funds for various
charities.
The council is run by student representatives from
over thirty schools in Tshwane. All our fundraisers
are aimed at high school students. Although the
name of this council suggests dealings with Pretoria’s
(Tshwane’s) City Council, this is a misnomer as we
have nothing to do with them.
The council is divided into committees, each in
charge of their own events.
• The Arts Committee organises an art
competition.
• The Culture Committee organises Mr and Mrs
JCC Beauty Pageant.

• The Sports Committee organises the Fun Run
and Touch Rugby Day.
• The Youth Committee hosts the Youth Ball.
• The Vitae hosts the General Knowledge Quiz and
publishes the JCC’s magazine.
The last and largest committee is the Grade 10
Committee which is in charge of the Golf Day.
More important than the money raised are
the bonds formed between council members,
participating schools and our beneficiaries.
If you are interested in anything to do with the
council, contact JJ van Niekerk or Danai Banga.
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Junior City Council

Sibu Masters
Outgoing Chairman

Front Row L–R: R Xu, N Ali, B Naqutyana, Y Madlala, C Smith (Chairman), A Falanga (Vice-Chairman), B Booth, R Soar, J Annandale.
Second Row L–R: Sir S Stokes, F Bonafede, A Nicolaides, A Malan, C Davis, M Cohen, E Lawrenceson, Sr J Christian.
Back Row L–R: L de Beer, J Shin, M van Zyl, C Lesie, T Masheleho, K, Lai.
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Media Centre Report
The Boys High Media Centre at first glance appears
to be little more than a number of shelves stacked
to the ceiling with strange bundles of paper of
varying sizes, known to many only as "books". The
fact of the matter is that this large room is much
more than that: It is home to many. It is supervised
by a team of dedicated Media Prefects, who take
great care of their delicate environment under the
superb leadership of Mrs. Theron. The books they
treasure are more than mere heirlooms passed from
generation to generation. Books are their friends and
the knowledge hidden between those pages, their
nourishment. To quote Nick Bantock:
"Our house was a temple to The Book. We owned
thousands, nay millions of books. They lined the walls,
filled the cupboards, and turned the ﬂoor into a maze far
more complex than Hampton Court's. Books ruled our
lives. They were our demigods."
This year has seen quite a number of small, yet
significant changes taking place in the Media Centre
in the form of the increased use of electronic assets.
A new system of prepaid printing credit was put into
place with the help of Mr. van der Horst from the
IT department. This system involves prepaid credit
slips with a unique PIN code. Another addition to
the Media Centre's innovations is that nowadays
pupils are reminded of overdue books by SMS
rather than the tedious trickle of notes that have to
reach them through their tutors. Delbert Botes Form
III, devised a new method for sorting and classifying
our ever-growing selection of digital resources,
using common sense and colour coding.
Early highlights of the year included National
Book Day and the Library Week, both of which were
celebrated with book sales during breaks and after
school.
In addition to their daily duties, Media Prefects are
called upon regularly to serve tea and refreshments
to Old Boys at the annual reunions. Preparations
begin on the preceding day and Mrs. Theron needs
many hands on deck to help.
A hearty congratulations to the recipients of the
Annual Book Award, Ishmail Abass, Form I, and
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for the second consecutive year, Dylan Pullock,
Form III. The award is presented to a junior boy
and senior boy who read the most books from the
Media Centre during the year, thus displaying their
passion for literature and reading.
Roughly a third of the 16 442 books in the Media
Centre were taken out through the course of the
year while 1100 new books, videos, CD's, DVD's and
magazines were accessioned this year.
The most popular books turned out to be John van
der Ruit's Spud series. It is therefore quite appropriate
that the launching of the third book in the Spud
series, Learning to Fly, was widely advertised several
weeks before the event. Pupils and staff could preorder copies which they received a day before the
book was launched in book shops.
The following Media Prefects received Colours
for Service this year:

Full Colours:
Raymond Malatji
Form 5
Tlhologelo Mphelo
Form 5
Willie Viljoen
Form 5
Craig Stephens Form IV
Daan van Heerden
Form 4

Half Colours:
Delbert Botes

Form 3

This has been an exceptional year I am proud to be
part of this team of Media Prefects. A special thank
you is extended to Mrs Theron and her assistant, Mrs
Mahlangu, for making this a memorable year and I
wish them all of the best for the years to come. Under
their guidance, I am confident that the Media Centre
will continue to go from strength to strength.
"The man who doesn't read good books has no
advantage over the man who can't read them." – Mark
Twain
Willie Viljoen
Head Media Prefect

The annual Media Prefects’ camp was held at
Tonquane from Friday 4 to Sunday 6 September.
The main goal of this camp is to relax, have fun and
get know each other. Twelve prefects went on the
camp as well as Mr. and Mrs. Theron, Mrs. Prinsen
and Mr. Fowler.
Before we could leave on the camp we had to host
a reunion tea for the Old Boys, everyone was eager
to leave and the clean up was quick and painless. We
arrived at Tonquane and helped the staff who stayed
in the Kakkelaar Cottage to unpack. Thereafter we
had a quick lunch and headed down to the dormitory
where the boys stayed. Delbert Botes was the only one
brave enough to bring his own tent to sleep in. For
the rest of the afternoon we played a game of intense
soccer where Jonathan Kawanga and Sibusiso Masters
turned out to be the real champions. That evening we
had a braai around the fire at the cottage and played
Mafia, a game involving lying and manipulating
your way to victory, ably led by Daan van Heerden
and Craig Stephens.
After a long night sleeping on the hard ground,
we woke up and made breakfast. We spent the
morning playing water cricket in the nearby dam,

which involved the boys taking turns hitting the ball
and the rest running to fetch it. After lunch the more
adventurous and energetic boys and staff decided
to go on a hike up the Kloof where we swam and
bumslid, where Mogeshin Vandeyar and Michael
Watson spent most of the time submerged under
the water. Mean-while, back at the camp, Duncan
Thomas and friends played chess. That evening we
made “stokbroodjies” and most of us struggled to
keep our bread on our sticks except for Alex Menu
and Dithoriso Diholo who proved to be champions.
Thereafter we played a game of stalk the lantern
before turning in for a well deserved night’s rest.
On Sunday morning we woke ourselves up
and had coffee and rusks. Before we packed up
and left, Craig Stevens helped to cook delicious
hamburgers over the coals. The trip back was quiet
and uneventful, because everyone was worn out
from all of the activities and the lack of sleep.
Our sincere thanks to Willie Viljoen and Mrs.
Theron who put a lot of hard work into organising
this year’s camp for us.

SERVICE

Media Prefect camp

Daan van Heerden (Form 4 )

Front Row L–R: F Raw, T Mphelo, R Malatji, Mrs A Theron (Master-in-Charge), W Viljoen, C Stephens, D van Heerden.
Second Row L–R: K Kandy, K Maumela, J Lume, L Mabe, J Kawanga, M Watson, A Menu, M Jimlongoe, C Cornwall, D Diholo.
Back Row L–R: D Pullock, D Botes, A Bernardi, S Baggerohr, L French, Y Liu, D Thomas, K Matjiu, S Masters.
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RCL and Outreach
The R.C.L. at Pretoria Boys High School has three
main functions. It serves as a conduit for information
between the headmaster, the staff and the boys. It
provides a forum for valuable discussion where
problems encountered by pupils may be tabled,
debated and then presented to the headmaster at the
fortnightly meeting between him, the liaison officer
and the chairman for his approval. It is, however, in
its capacity as a fund-raising body that the R.C.L. is to
be praised for it is here that the selﬂess and generous
nature of the boys in reaching out to the needy in
our community, is most evident. The R80,000 raised
this year is testament to their commitment.
During the year we usually have civvies days and
a few main fund-raising events. This year a very
successful Form I Sports Day was held in April. It
gave the Form I's a time to bond in their tutor groups
and have a wonderful fun day without any pressure.
Solomon House yet again raised the most money
for which they deserve our warm congratulations.
The Talent Contest, held in May, was a "wild and
loud" success and this can be attributed to the
Form V Representatives who pulled out all stops.
We congratulate the winners of what we hope will
become an annual event in the PBHS calendar B
Rowan Naidoo in the Vocal Category, "Cube" the Best
Band and Hlongi Mhlongo in the Dance Category.
International Day, run by the Form IV group, at the
end of the third term was an unqualified success,
the gumboot dancers and pipe band facing off in a

really unusual display.
Our fund-raising was highly successful and the
R.C.L. voted to donate the money raised to four
charities, each of which received an amount of
R20,000. These were The Society for Autism, Wet
Nose Animal Rescue, The Mohau Centre for children
with HIV and Kingdom Life Children's Centre, an
orphanage in Atteridgeville.
The task of R.C.L. Liaison Officer is not an
onerous one but one which enables me to witness
the finer side of the boys; their commitment and
willingness to give of their time unstintingly is
gratifying to see in a world wrapped up in selfish
pursuits. I am immensely grateful to both the boys
and their parents for their generous support of all
our endeavours, much of which spills over into the
Outreach Programme of the school and is mentioned
elsewhere in the magazine.
My sincerest thanks go to Mduduzi Zwane whose
able leadership, relaxed style of keeping order and
the willingness with which he met my every demand
made it a pleasure to work with him. Thanks also to
Omolemo Motalane for his recording of the minutes,
to Cameron Thomson for stepping in whenever the
chairman was unavailable and finally a very big
thanks to the matric R.C.L. members who made this
year such a memorable one.
Helene Donaldson
R.C.L. Liaison Officer

Front Row L–R: S Oppelt (Treasurer), A van der Walt, B Harper, C Thompson (Vice-Chairman), Mrs H Donaldson (Teacher-in-Charge),
M Zwane (Chairman),O Motalane (Secretary), K Kasure, H Darwish, M Coetzee.
Second Row L–R: L Moatshe, D Botes, G Hudson, J Jacobs, W Davison, T Venn, R Smedsrud, V Ramantsima, L Blanche, G Lavagna,
N Fourie, D Wrogeman, S Terblanche.
Third Row L–R: K Kandy, D Mills, M Bond, K Konopi, M Schumann, D Dabile, W Eve, S Crabtree, D Murry, M Mogashane, G Sabeta.
Back Row L–R: T Legoabe, N Tam, J Vliegenhart, M Oyedipe, D Patterson, S Meyburg, P-L Li, M Maesoek.
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dancing, singing, beat-boxing, band performances
to a couple of real comic acts.The evening raised
around R18,000. International Day at the end of term
three went well and brought in R16,000.
Mrs Donaldson was the R.C.L., is the R.C.L. and
will always be the R.C.L. She has been the driving
force of this body throughout the year, always
efficient and on the ball and I admire her greatly for
that. Besides her work ethic, Mrs Donaldson is also
a very kind and caring person and gave me support
all the way and I know that the R.C.L. would not
have achieved what they did without her.
Mduduzi Zwane
R.C.L. Chairman
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The R.C.L. body of 2009 had a number of goals for
the year and was successful in achieving them. We
set out to help more charity organisations than had
been the norm in previous years and, in order to do
this, we had to raise more money. We aimed to raise
R75,000 and exceeded our goal, raising R80,000!
The termly civvies days raised around R20,000.
The Form I Sports Day was great fun with the teams
representing their houses proudly and creating
stronger bonds within
their houses. The day brought in R18,800. The
Talent Show was by far the most spectacular and
exciting event of the year. Our superb advertising
had boys swarming in to enter the competition. There
were all sorts of talents showcased that night from

Pillow fight between Armstrong and Arcadia Houses at the Form One Sports Day
Abernethy House providing some sweetness for the hordes on "International Day"
School House cooking "Pregos" at "International Day".
Gumboot Dancers entertaining the school on "International Day"
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The Outreach Programme
It seems hard to believe that the outreach initiatives
at PBHS, begun in such a small way in 1999 when
the RCL helped build a library at Khulusa Primary
School near Brits, has grown into the multi-faceted
programme we now have. Back then one or two
small projects were all we could undertake but
today the Outreach Programme has crept into the
very fabric of the boys’ hearts, has filtered into
laboratories and mathematics classrooms, has been
fed by the creative juices of the art department, has
undertaken staff development, has given birth to
a Social Outreach Society and, funded almost only
by the RCL, has achieved countless successes and
supported many charities.
I will brieﬂy outline the main goals, objectives and
accomplishments during the past twelve months.
One of the most satisfying aspects of the Outreach
Programme is the Social Outreach. Under the
compassionate hand of Mrs Penny Vlag, its main
aim is to encourage social inter-action between our
boys and the community, viz. street shelters, old
age homes and childrens’ homes. In my opinion,
of all our efforts in the sphere of outreach, these
afternoons are some of the most rewarding and
enriching experiences for the boys.
The Science and Mathematics departments have
continued their support and mentorship of township
schools and teachers and the Art Department
continues to paint murals at Masizane Primary
School, a project we hope to complete in 2010. The
“Planned Giving” begun in 2006 has grown apace,
the idea being that all parents add an item or two to
their monthly shopping lists in the belief that it will
not be felt. The generosity of parents and boys alike
has made it possible for us to help so many that the
state neglects. In Term 1 stationery was donated to
Bramley Children’s Home, Salvokop Street Shelter,
Kingdom Life Children’s Centre and a number of
other shelters we support. This was sufficient for
their needs for the year. The blankets and clothing
donated in Term 2 went to Tumelong Haven in
the Winterveldt, to Streetwise in Mamelodi, to
Abba Home for abandoned babies and to the other
childrens’ homes we care for.
The need is so great that I also welcome any and
all contributions or donations during the year. On
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behalf of all those in need, I thank you for your
generous giving.
Our involvement with Masizane Primary
School which lies next to the informal settlement
in Saulsville continues. This year the borehole
was finally repaired, a pump and tankstand were
purchased and the long-awaited vegetable garden
can now become a reality! I take this opportunity to
warmly thank Patrick Vermeulen who has worked
tirelessly to make this happen. His support is, as
always, invaluable.
Kingdom Life Children’s Centre, an orphanage
and shelter just down the road from Masizane, has
become one of our priorities this year. Early in the
year we purchased a new washing machine for them
and supplied them with stationery for all the schoolgoing children. Clothing and blankets followed later
in the year. In November Sylvia Magoba phoned us
with a desperate plea. As sometimes happens, she
was suddenly faced with eight new “lost” children.
Luckily we still had money in the kitty with which
we purchased beds and mattresses for her. We have
still not converted the small adjoining plot of land
into a playground for the children as envisaged last
year but we shall make this one of our aims for next
year.
We continued to collect books for the children’s
libraries we support in Mamelodi. The “Ray of
Sunshine” work continued with the Social Outreach
boys painting murals at George Mutari Hospital.
Hopefully the “Boys High Ward” will cheer the little
children who visit the hospital regularly. “Oasis
Care” at Tshwane Hospital once again received
a donation to purchase soup packets for their ongoing feeding scheme for the patients. Finally, the
Christmas gifts from the Advent Carol Service were
given to the children at Bramley Children’s Home.
My one hope is that eventually every club, society
and academic department at PBHS will become
involved in some form of outreach. It can only
serve to enrich the lives of our whole community
and produce citizens who will be caring and giving
adults.
Helene Donaldson
MIC Outreach Programme

As I come to the end of yet another year of my
involvement in the Social Outreach Society, I am
once again humbled by what I see happening in the
Outreach. The boys’ passion and commitment to
what we do amazes me.
We have seen a growth in numbers that has been
unprecedented in the life of the Outreach Society.
This has caused us to extend our visits to the Mohau
Centre and the Old Age home to two a term to enable
us to accommodate the number of boys wanting to
visit these two places. Our soccer matches against
the street shelter are always popular and attract up
to forty boys a game. This sometimes becomes a
logistical nightmare as we need to make sure that
everyone gets game time.
Although some boys join because it gives them
community service on their CV, it does not take long
before they become passionate about the children at
the Mohau Centre or extremely keen to go to the Old
Age home to play scrabble, rummikub or chess.
I really do believe that I am very privileged as I
see a side to the boys that very few people see. I see
the big rugby player become a gentle giant with a

little AIDS orphan in his arms. I see Form 4 and 5
boys sitting on the ﬂoor cutting out and colouring in
with as much joy and abandonment as the four-year
child they are helping.
My committee for 2009, made up of Kurt Schröder,
Christopher MacClements and Gray Manicom,
has been a wonderful support. Their enthusiasm
and passion have definitely had an inﬂuence on
the growing numbers of boys wanting to join the
Outreach Society. Mrs Donaldson, who has worked
with me, is my most valuable support.
My vision for 2010 is to see more juniors becoming
involved. So many of the older boys regret waiting
until Form 4 or 5 to join. Therefore I would like to
see the Society reaching out to the Form 2 and 3 boys
and getting them involved.
My thanks go to all the boys who give of their
time, energy and themselves to reach out to those
less privileged. They really are a special group of
boys.
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Social Outreach

Mrs P Vlag
MIC

Front Row L–R: K Schröder, Mrs P Vlag (Teacher-in-Charge), C MacClements.
Back Row L–R: G Manicom.
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As chairman of the 2009 Social Outreach Society, I
would like to start off by thanking some of the people
who made this year so memorable and successful.
Most importantly, my thanks go out to Mrs Vlag
and Mrs Donaldson, who have worked tirelessly
behind the scenes as well as in the foreground. All
the logistics, administration, the hours of phone
calls and planning, all come down to the love and
goodwill of these two amazing ladies. And on top of
all that, they still find time and energy to play with
the children at Mohau Centre or a game of scrabble
at the old age home. Also, my thanks go out to
Gray Manicom and Christopher MacClements who
worked alongside me on the committee and were
a major driving force behind the society’s success
this year. Last, but not least, I thank all the boys and
volunteers who were involved, and continue to be
involved, with the various projects and outreaches
throughout the year. Your support is greatly
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The Town House team at "International Day"
Vollyball at the Form One Sports Day
The "Mini-Olympics" held for the Mohau Aids Centre
Lyall Blanche playing referee at the Form One Sports Day
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appreciated, and we would not have made as great
an impact if it were not for these amazing people.
From the first meeting of the 2009 committee, I knew
that the year was going to be a special one. Several
new ideas and goals emerged, and I can happily say,
those goals were far exceeded!
Boys High has been involved with the Mohau
Centre for several years now, and this year was
definitely no different. The Mohau Centre has
become synonymous with the Social Outreach
Society, and we are privileged to be able to be so
actively involved in such an amazing outreach
programme. Friday afternoon trips to Kalafong
Hospital are eagerly awaited, and there is rarely a
time when the minibus is not completely crammed
with boys who are chomping at the bit to get to the
Mohau Centre.
Any boy who has been to the Mohau Centre will
tell you, it is not simply an afternoon of play and

as the old age home is only a few blocks from Boys
High. Thirdly, this outreach programme allows us
to incorporate and include other societies from Boys
High. Some of these societies have included the
Chess Club, the Bridge Club and the Pipe Band.
Soccer against Sunnyside Street Shelter has been,
and I’m sure will always continue to be, a highlight on
the calendar, not only for the Social Outreach Society,
but for every soccer lover at PBHS. We are always
lucky to have twenty or more eager volunteers on a
Friday afternoon, all keen for a kick about. It’s always
a pleasure to be able to run a game or two against
SSS, where determination and skill are foremost, but
competition is always friendly and spirited.
2009 has been a very busy and successful year for
the society, as well as an amazing year of personal
growth and development for me, and the Social
Outreach Society has had a major role in causing
that development. There is so much that I have
learnt during my time with this society, but most
of all, I have learnt the power which lies with those
who are willing to make an impact. It’s easy to sit
back and not help others, but the challenge lies
within our own hearts as to whether we will settle
for being ‘just another person’, or strive to make a
difference in the lives of others. The old cliché goes
“It takes one person to make a difference”, and the
Social Outreach is abundant with such individuals.
God bless you all!
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fun; it’s much more than that! The children at Mohau
Centre have a tangible effect on the lives of all the
boys who have had the opportunity to interact with
them. Every trip is a humbling experience, reminding
us of how privileged we are, and also of how many
there are in need. Personally, the greatest part of the
“Mohau Experience” is growing relationships and
friendships with the children. It is always exciting
going back and spending time with friends.
2009 saw the successful launch of the first
“Annual Mohau Mini-Olympics” which took place,
here, at Boys’ High. A day filled with fun and games
was enjoyed by all, and as a special surprise at the
end, each child received a medal for their efforts
(kindly donated by Mrs Terreblanche!). We, as a
society, look forward to the growth in participation
and popularity of this event, so that it may one day
become a major highlight in the social calendar of
Pretoria Boys High School.
Another important, and somewhat newer
outreach programme this year, was to the Huis
Johannes Postmus Old Age home. The Social
Outreach society’s first visit to the old age home
was at the end of last year, and throughout 2009,
has become one of our most regular outings. The
beauty of our outreach programme with the old age
home is three fold. Firstly, we have the opportunity
and privilege to put a smile on someone’s face, and
to grow relationships between ourselves and the
residents of Huis Johannes Postmus. Secondly, we
are making an impact in our immediate community.

Kurt Schröder
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In thinking back on 2009, certain events stand
out. Of course, the most important and tragic of
these was the untimely passing of our foreman,
Mr Daniel Momba, who was killed on one of the
farm tractors. Daniel, better known as “Big D” by
the many hundreds of boys who knew him, was a
gentle giant. He had a wonderful way with the boys
and loved them dearly. In particular, if any of the
Bush School boys were feeling homesick, he would
be the first to notice them and cheer them up. His
superlative strength made him invaluable with tasks
such as digging French drains and cleaning out the
‘swemgat’ of sand, an annual event. Personally I will
miss Dan, not only for his role as foreman which he
performed with great dedication but also as a friend
who would often knock on my door for a friendly
chat. He will always be remembered with great
fondness at Maretlwane.
Another ‘hiccup’ this year was the necessity to
replace three of our support staff who left in November.
However we were fortunate to find three new recruits,
Thabo Mosotho, John Napo and Patrick Nkadimeng,
and already in the short space of time they have been
with us they have all proved their worth. They all have
family relations working at P.B.H.S. and therefore join
the bigger Boys High family.
Ongoing maintenance included the removal of
alien vegetation, particularly Jacaranda trees and
crofton weed. Mr Ian Patchitt, one of our immediate
neighbours, organized the donation of metal shelves
which have been erected in the storerooms creating
order where there was considerable chaos before.
Wooden shelving was also put up in the Bush School
library to accommodate books kindly donated by
parents. A permanent fireplace was built at the
waterfall camp for visitors and the cold-room for
the Bush School was completed. Two large metal
containers were bought in which Bush School boys
store their bicycles, rucksacks and bags. We were also
donated another load of saligna planks for our wooden
walkways and a kind parent transported them free of
charge from Tzaneen in one of his large trucks.
The ‘swemgat’ was emptied of river sand yet again
in winter and again the Term III Bush School boys were
constructively employed carrying it from the edge of
the pool to a convenient site where it can be used.
The Maretlwane Lodge has really come into its own
this year and generates considerable revenue to help
cover the expenses of running the farm. Friends of the
School are encouraged to make use of it. By doing so
they are supporting the Bush School concept.
A new Hyundai tipper truck and large trailer
were bought for Maretlwane’s permanent use as
well as a re-conditioned Massey Fergusson tractor.
This should do much to alleviate the vehicular woes
we have suffered for the last few years, although we
are still urgently in need of a 4 wheel drive vehicle.
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The Corsa bakkie which belongs to Maretlwane
is now being used at P.B.H.S. while the Unimog
continues to serve us faithfully (when she is in
working order!).
For much of the year very little infrastructural
development took place due to limited funds
although our contract builder, Hendrik Mosito,
was kept busy. However, three new open carports
were put up with the result that all of Maretlwane’s
vehicles are now under a permanent roof. The solar
lighting system also gave much trouble, partly as a
result of the old batteries failing to hold their charge
but also due to lightning burning out the invertors.
A new set of batteries was purchased and this will
hopefully alleviate our problems next year.
In November a significant sum of money was
made available to go ahead with a major housing
project for the academic staff, the building of two new
wooden houses and the extension of Honeysuckle
Hut, the existing brick house. Both wooden houses
were completed by the end of the year and are ready
for the 2010 Bush School. Honeysuckle Hut will be
ready by the end of February.
The spate of burglaries continued this year in spite
of the appointment of a night watchman, Godfrey
Sefora. Only a few items of value were taken due to the
vigilance of boys and staff but it creates an unsettled
atmosphere when one has to guard one’s possessions
and be on the lookout for suspicious visitors.
The Maretlwane Support Group was resurrected this
year under the leadership of Mark Smith at P.B.H.S. and
Jon-Reece Evans, the Farm Manager at Maretlwane. It
consists of a group of boys who volunteer their services
to help with projects on the farm.
Maretlwane continues to thrive as a Conservancy
and the animals are breeding prolifically in most
cases. As a result culling will be necessary in 2010
and we have a plan to capture a number of Nyala
for relocation. The funds derived from the culling
and relocation will be ploughed back into the
Conservancy. The replacement of the old fence
continues as and when time permits.

The chaos of camp cooking B too many cooks and not enough broth! A
freezing cold night on the Term II 2009 Bush School three day hike
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off their knowledge to their parents while walking
them around Maretlwane on the parent weekend.
They are also given a short course on each group of
animals e.g. fishes, and we do a dissection of a local
fish. Linked to this the boys are involved in learning
how to catch, catching (and always releasing again in
the interests of Conservation) a largescale yellowfish
from the river. One of our regular speakers, Dr Tally
Palmer, teaches our boys about river systems and
their ecology. More experiential than this I don’t
believe you can get.
An additional subject called Bushcraft has been
incorporated into the curriculum and this teaches the
Bush School boys about the bush and how to survive
in their natural (and artificial) surroundings.
The popularity of the Bush School is seen not only
by the positive feedback by boys and parents alike
but also by the number of applications we received
for 2009. There were over 170 applicants in spite of
the significant increase in fees. Unfortunately the
fact that we can take only 96 boys results in many
disappointments, but it is no reﬂection on their
character as the selections are done randomly using
a ballot system. There is very good reason for this
and that is that there is simply no other fair way of
choosing who should attend.
As mentioned previously, other schools have
shown considerable interest in the Bush School
concept. Recently St Stithians have embarked on a
similar project of their own having been given the
use of a property in the Waterberg. There is also
great interest from other schools and we wish them
well in their ambitious endeavours!

THE BUSH SCHOOL

The Maretlwane Bush School staff have continued
to do a very worthwhile job this year. Jeanne van
der Merwe proved her worth in no time as the third
member of the academic staff, also proving that she
could cope admirably in the catering and medical
fields. Her “no problem” response whenever she
was given a task to perform was and continues to
be much appreciated. The “old hands” Les, Malcolm
and Jon-Reece continued serving Maretlwane in
their faithful and reliable manner.
The three Bush Schools run in 2009 were a great
success once again. One of the things that made
this year’s Bush Schools unique was the very
generous offer by a parent to make his Game Farm,
Thaba Ingwe, available to the boys each term.
This weekend outing was undoubtedly one of the
highlights for the boys as was the three day hike
each term.
Upon reading previous articles in the Pretorian
one may have the impression that the Maretlwane
Bush School is more ‘fun in the sun’ than anything
else. This is definitely not so. Fun it is mostly and
sunny it is mostly but academically the boys say
they work considerably harder than they are used to
back home. One of the reasons for this is that in most
subjects we have to cover the same work the boys do
back at P.B.H.S. so as not to jeopardize their chances
in the final examinations. In addition, however, we
try to fit in as much interesting topical information
which relates to their environment. Our aim is to
maximize experiential learning which makes use
of the natural environment wherever possible. In
Natural Science, for example, we require that the
boys familiarize themselves with the most common
trees on the farm. They have great fun showing
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1. Is it possible that this jump gets higher every time? Alex Higgs, the Maretlwane 'stooge', the
now famous 10 metre 'big jump' above the Maretlwane Waterfall
2. Never has life been so good! Some of the Term III 2009 Bush School boys preparing a
scrumptious 'potjie' on a 'chill' weekend. From left to right: Denis Engelbrecht, Charl Fourie,
Robert Childs and Dale Smith
3. Charl Reyneke reclining on his homemade hammock doing his 'reﬂection' on the 24 hour
'solitaire' at the end of eight weeks at the Term II 2009 Bush School. Judging by the smile it
can't have been that bad!
The Pretorian
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1. And who said the Bush School was nothing but boring lessons? Some of the Term I 2009 boys having fun in the sun at the Maretwane waterfall
2. The 'dassies' of the Term III 2009 Bush School boys doing what they do best, soaking up the sun on a warm rock. From left to right: Philip
Grant, Dale Smith, Dante Griessel, Quintin den Hartog, Denis Engelbrecht and Charl Fourie.
3. Zander Pieterse from the Term II 2009 Bush School perfecting the technique on one of the 'bumslides' in the Easterkloof Gorge
4. Matthew van der Zwan of the Term I 2009 Bush School bringing up the rear in a beautiful section of the Magaliesberg Mountains on the three
day hike
5. A group of naughty Term III 2009 Bush School boys shovelling sand from the 'swemgat' during one of the daily punishment sessions
6. Andrew Boyes leading the pack of Term II 2009 Bush School boys as they leave their overnight camp site on day two of the three day hike
7. The competition for the biggest smile: Luke van Wyk with a lion cub at the Thaba Ingwe Game Farm
8. A stimulating Science lesson given by Mr Junod in the Maretlwane River, the perfect venue on a hot summer's afternoon at the Bush School in
Term I 2009
9. Some of the Term III 2009 Bush School boys having a brief interlude at the 'swemgat' during the daily punishment sessions. From left to right: Erin
Heymans, Dante Griessel, Philip Grant, Sydney de Kock, Rudolph Jansen, Quintin den Hartog, Denis Engelbrecht, Greg Laycock and Dale Smith
10. Alex Eggers, Byron Boy and Sydney de Kock and the rest of the Term III Bush School boys of 2009 pondering a difficult Mathematics sum in
the open air classroom, Ficus Grove
11. The Hornbills Term II cluster about to head off on their 24 hour 'solitaire' experience. Front Row, left to right: Tshepo Ramails, Matt
de Kiewiet, Benjamin Williams. Back Row, left to right: Arvid-Rei Smedsrud, Arobert Harrington-Johnson, Andrew Boyes, Alex-John
Higgins, Ernest Uys, Mr Malcolm Armstrong
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Eulogy: Daniel Saokane Momba
26/11/1978 – 28/07/2009
It is only when a big tree has fallen that people realize
how tall it was. It was just so with Daniel Saokane
Momba, the heart and soul of Maretlwane. A great
tragedy befell us all at Maretlwane on Tuesday 28
July. Our dear brother Daniel was taken from us
suddenly. The circumstances could not have been
more unexpected. He was driving our farm tractor
when suddenly it reared up like a bucking horse,
tipping over and trapping him underneath it so that
he was unable to breathe. We could do nothing in
time to save him. And so it was that Dan left us on
this cold morning at 10 am.
Daniel Momba was born on 26 November 1978
and joined the Maretlwane Team in May 2002 as the
“handlanger”of our contract builder, Oupa Hendrik,
who was working for us then and is
still with us today. As a young man
of 23 and working with the many
groups of Maretlwane Support
Group Boys from Pretoria Boys
High School, Dan very quickly
earned his nickname of ‘Big D’. The
children used to tell one another of
his awesome strength, whether it be
lifting up two full 19kg gas bottles,
one in each hand, or smashing
a stubborn rock at the bottom of
the “swemgat” with an enormous
hammer. Since his arrival 7 years
ago Dan has grown to become the
foreman at Maretlwane.
In stark contrast to his
superhuman strength, Dan had
the gentlest of natures. He loved
children and made friends with
every Boys High boy who visited
Maretlwane. He became a brother to the Bush School
boys and I remember so often seeing him talking to
boys who looked sad or lonely. “Don’t be grumpy”,
he would say, “cheer up man”. Dan used to tell us
how he looked forward to the next group of boys
coming because he said the farm was lonely and
boring without them.
“Big D” married Nontulo in July of last year and
they had a baby daughter, Lesego. They both lived
with him at Maretlwane. Dan had always led a
lonely life but for the first time he found true peace
and happiness. Unfortunately this happiness was
cut short for Nontulo and Lesego.
Dan had an exceptional work ethic. His dedication
to Maretlwane knew no limits. With the exception of
last Christmas he had spent every Christmas period

The Pretorian

overseeing the farm while the other workers were
away on holiday with their families.
Dan was a ‘machine’ when it came to hard labour
and getting a job done. If a hole needed to be dug
Dan was the man to oversee it. As the hole grew
deeper, slowly Dan would disappear from sight but
what remained was a continuous stream of earth
ﬂying out of the depths of the hole. He showed
initiative and thought and made contingency plans
before being asked to do so. He worked many
overtime hours without counting the cost or asking
to be paid. Whenever a gas bottle needed to be
changed, Dan was there to do it. Whenever the solar
electricity wasn’t working, Dan came to fix it. He
became our resident mechanic fixing all our vehicles
and machinery which sometimes kept him busy for
days on end. Whenever Les and I
returned from a period away Dan
was the first to come and welcome
us back. Our fridge would have
been switched on and the grass
watered and cut.
The biggest thing about “Big
D” was not his physical size but
the size of his heart. He was an
honest and upright young man,
his life an example to all. He was
a totally committed Christian
and completely dedicated to his
Society. Dan helped with so many
other funerals and dug so many
graves for so many other people.
Les and I could not have wished
for a better friend. Everything one
could want in a friendship Dan
possessed. He had an incredible
sensitivity and knew how we were
feeling without a word being uttered. Never once
did I hear Dan having an argument with anyone.
Working as Oupa Hendrik’s “handlanger”, Oupa
tells me they never had a disagreement.
“Big D”, I always knew you were a tall tree but it is
only now that you have fallen that I fully realize your
true size. You were the perfect gentleman. Forgive
us if at times we took you for granted. Maretlwane
will never be the same without you. Your gentle
nature and your compassion for those around you
will be a lesson for us always. Your lovely smile and
happy laugh will forever be reﬂected in the trees
and grasses of Maretlwane.
Rest in Peace our beloved friend.
Alex Junod

HOUSE REPORTS

Form V Geography Tour

'SCENE' AROUND BOYS HIGH

Humour

1

3

4

116

The Pretorian

2
1. Even the ducks are heading for high ground (Some of the school ducks on the bell
tower dome)
2. Topic of conversation: the inter-house athletics meeting or rugby? Lay your bets now!
(Mr Hassenkamp and Dr Lombard discussing the usual)
3. The masked ball? (PBHS 1st Team at the U18 Nomads festival)
4. Very high winds were experienced during some of the season's rugby matches.
(Spoiling the aim of the KES kicker on Brooks Field)
5. The human ﬂy strikes again. (Gravity-defying stunt on the climbing wall of the gym)
6. If you fail too often, you too could look like this in matric! (Anonymous swimmer
on the tour to Natal)
7. The hooded Samaritan: "Ah yes – definitely an amputation case". (First aid at the
hockey shelter: only grazed!)
8. "That boy. You need to shave – NOW!" (Mr McBride coaching at the water-polo
pool)
9. Things are getting rough in class when it becomes a hard hat zone. (One of Mr Fowler's
history students in military helmet)
10. Preparing for the next water-polo season – aren't we confusing our sports? (One of
Mr Randall's training sessions – don't ask!)
11. The masked ball? (PBHS 1st Team at the U18 Nomads festival)
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Saxophone Quartet

Results
It has become customary to, at the outset, glance
back to the matric results of the previous year . These
results were unique. The average of the group was
84,4% and there were no fewer than fourteen, out of a
possible seventeen, distinctions. The remaining three
boys obtained B symbols. These amazing results can
only be attributed to talent, hard work and the truly
special relationship amongst the boys and with the
staff. Morné Kahts achieved a staggering 97% for
music and was closely followed by Luke Newby
(95%), Henri Snyders (94%), William Rich (93%),
Hansie Vermooten (92%) and Werner van Rooyen
(92%). This means that six of the boys achieved an
A+ symbol (or above 90%). The other eight boys
who achieved distinctions were: William Yates,
Edwin Hudson-Lamb, Kyron Sales, Nicholas Fidler,
Sunrise Wang, Andries Nieuwoudt, Tewie Wessels
and Ian Carpenter-Kling. The three boys who
achieved good B symbols were Ben Fong, Omphile
Malokoane and Divan Burger. A remarkable group
indeed! Congratulations and thank you for your
invaluable contribution to music at PBHS.

Seated L–R: A Retief, S Duim.
Standing L–R: M Bain, J Gous.

String Quartet A

String Quartet B

Front Row L–R: W Viljoen, J Gous.
Back Row L–R: A Johannes, Y Park.

Front Row L–R: J de Villiers, C van der Westhuizen.
Back Row L–R: T Chauke, B Nixon.
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The full time, permanent teachers remained
unchanged: Dr N van der Watt, Mrs Y Reyburn,
Ms M Hornsveld, Mr A Jordaan, Mr O Vermeulen
and Mr M Barrett. These battle-axes thundered on
despite curriculum uncertainties, administrative
nightmares from the department and plain boyswill-be-boys naughtiness.
The part-time staff remained largely unchanged
with one exception. These teachers are: Hanri Loots,
Bobbie van der Watt and Pierre Tolsma, all three
teaching ﬂute; Lizet Smith (Clarinet), Lorette van Zyl
(French Horn), Jeff Cole (Trumpet), William Bishop
(Trombone), Camilla Onea (Violin), Elmarie van der
Vyver (Viola), Marike Prins (Double Bass), Murray
Theron and Matthew Lombard (Saxophone).
Mrs Gudrun Melck, our cello teacher of some ten
years, decided that her grandmotherly duties would
have to take greater importance in her life and
hence she retired at the end of August. So typical
of everything she did at PBHS, Gudrun would not
dream of leaving until she had found, enticed and

briefed a new cello teacher, Mrs Katia Sokolova!
Gudrun Melck’s contribution to music at the school
has been invaluable. Not only has she excelled in
starting, from scratch, scores of boys on the cello,
but she single-handedly started and maintained
countless string quartets and cello quartets at the
school. Her quiet determination and seemingly
endless patience made her a fantastic teacher,
examiner, trainer and critic. She was a special and
vital part of the PBHS Music Department for ten
years. We salute and thank her.
Welcome, at the same time to Mrs Katia Sokolova,
who at this stage has already made her presence felt.
We hope that she will be with us for many years to
come.
Thank you to all the staff for their dedicated
service – especially those hours that no-one knew
about : preparing, arranging, practising, worrying,
thinking, planning – these are the things that make
you special and the very attribute that make the
music department special.

Brass Choir

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Staff matters

Front Row L–R: R Scheepers, D de Klerk, O Vermeulen (Master-in-Charge), H Delen, R Kingon.
Back Row L–R: R Hwang, S Massyn, J du Preez, B Racionzer.
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Dixie Band
The Dixie band was up to its usual tricks, playing
here, there and everywhere. These performances
included the local ones (Commencement Ceremony,
New Parents’ Braai, Phobians Marathon, Rissik
House Centenary Dinner, Solomon House Centenary
Dinner, Café Concert, Choir Festival, Thirty-YearOn Assembly and the Four Schools’ Concert);
performances further afield (SAVFCharity Function,
Brooklyn Methodist Seniors’ Club, UP Lunch Hour
Concert, Jabulani Youth Festival, Food and Wine
Festival, a lunch hour performance for the Land Bank
and a private birthday party) and a tour to the Kruger
Park. The tour must be considered a highlight! We
made our way to Selati Guest House, just outside the
Malelane Gate on Monday 7 September. Great was
our delight to find a swimming pool and magnificent
braai waiting for us. Most of Tuesday was spent
game viewing in the southern region of the park.

Our performance was in Berg-en-Dal where we
arrived at about six o’clock. The Saxophone Quartet
(all members also in the Dixie Band) handed the first
hour, welcoming the international local guests to the
closing dinner of a Nut Conference. Then the Dixie
Band continued to entertain the quests for another
two hours. The Band was extremely popular, and
as is always the case, a number of Old Boys strolled
up to chat and congratulate. A wonderful, but tiring
evening ended with a night-drive back to our Guest
House, some night swimming and general horseplay and very little sleep. The return journey was
mercifully quiet!
We say goodbye to three matrics: Simon Duim,
saxophonist extraordinaire, Max Finbow, wizard on
the clarinet and our only not-so-little, trombone guru,
Thato Ditsebe. Thank you to these guys for amazing
music and incredible times! We will miss you.

Ensemble Groups
The Wind Band continued with their bi-weekly
rehearsals and had a small number of performances.
They played at the Café Concert and had a joint
venture with the East Rand School of the Arts. There
was also a movement to join forces with the Pretoria
High School for Girls Wind Band which resulted in
a social gathering with some music on the side.
The String Quartet, both senior and junior, were
fairly active. The junior quartet had to perform at
the Café Concert, due to a broken arm in the senior
quartet, and acquitted themselves of the task very
well . The senior string quartet had a number of
performances including the Brooklyn Methodist
Seniors’ Club and a Food and Wine Festival. We say
goodbye and thank you to three matric members:
Willie Viljoen, Brian Nixon and Cornel van der
Westhuizen. Thank you also to Mrs Gudrun Melck
who retires with the matrics.
The Saxophone Quartet was an innovation which
came into existence under the enthusiastic direction
of Mr Matthew Lombard, one of the saxophone
teachers. The group performed at various in-house
functions (Café Concert, Assembly, etc.) and a few
private functions. Only one matric member will have
to be replaced and we say thank you and goodbye to
Simon Duim.
The Brass Choir played like clockwork at Friday
Assembly and at all the other official functions
(Commencement Ceremony, The School’s Birthday,
Valediction). Thank you to Mr Vermeulen who does
all the arrangements and trains the boys regularly on a
Tuesday afternoon. Thank you also to the leaving matrics:
Henk Delen, Rici van Niekerk and Thato Ditsebe.
The Pretorian

The Guitar Trio was less conspicuous with their
performances but the group continues to fulfil a vital
ensemble-role especially in light of the fact that ensemble
playing has become part of the official curriculum.
The Choir has had an extraordinary, productive
and successful year. More of the detail appears in
a separate report. Congratulations especially to Mr
Barrett and the boys who were invited to participate
in the final round of the ATKV Applous Kompetisie
which was held in Bloemfontein this year. The choir
achieved a gold certificate and more importantly,
held their own in very good company. A word of
special thanks to the accompanist, Mrs Yvonne
Reyburn, who has worked extremely hard with the
choir this year. We will remember your amazing
accompaniment of “The Awakening” for a long time.
Your quiet dedication, professional approach and
love and support for the boys do not go unnoticed
even if it seems so at times.
The School Orchestra experienced a musical
‘high’ this year. The reason for this is that there
were seventeen matrics in the orchestra. Thanks
to the dedication of these boys, the Orchestra was
able to achieve unparalleled musical heights. The
‘star’ piece was the arrangement of “The Kraken”
that the orchestra performed on several occasions.
The performances gained extra ﬂair when Mr Ockie
Vermeulen joined us on the organ. The orchestra
was meant to host the girls from Wykeham
Collegiate, but with all the arrangements in hand,
the organiser cancelled the trip for various reasons
– a great disappointment to us. Apart from the local
performances at school (Café Concert, Assemblies,
This page is sponsored by Battery Inn, 124 Botha Ave
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van Niekerk, Henk Delen, Thabo Ditsebe, Shevaux
Hwang, Alex Wang, Migael Loubser, James de
Villiers, Graham Murphy, Daniel Pitman, Brian
Nixon and Cornel van der Westhuizen. This list of
names is a symbol of the remarkable loyalty and
musicianship of the typical Boys High boy. Thank
you to each one.

Dixie Band

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Four Schools’ Concert) there were also performances
at the Musaion (UP) and the State Theatre (Jabulani
Youth Arts Festival). We would like to thank the
larger-than-life group of matrics under the very
able leadership of Willie Viljoen – leader of the
orchestra for three years. The matrics are : Jack Shih,
Max Finbow, Jonathan Kenyon, Simon Duim, Rici

Front Row: M Bain Second Row L–R: S Massyn, T Ditsebe, S Duim, J Gous.
Back Row L–R: K Kichenbrand, R Kingon, Dr N van der Watt (Master-in-Charge), H Fong, J du Preez, R Oldnall. Absent: A Retief.

The double CD recorded and released by the Music Department
to celebrate the centenary of the school buildings and as a
tribute to Mr Schroder

The annual “Cafe Concert” was dedicated to Mr Schroder and the last evening
was reserved for his guests

The Pretorian
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Events
There were three main musical events in 2009: Café
Concert in March, the production of “Joseph” in May
and the Four Schools’ Concert hosted by PBHS in
October. The smaller events included a Form I and II
concert, two Form III and IV concerts and three Form
V concerts. There was also a joint gala-concert with
the Girls High and Boys High choirs. Apart from
singing shortened, separate programmes, the two
choirs joined forces under the direction of acclaimed
American conductor Art Sjögen.
The Café Concert was presented for four evenings
this year, the extra evening belonging entirely to,
and dedicated to Mr and Mrs W E Schroder. This
function was actually the first farewell function
for Mr Schroder and, specifically, from the Music
Wind Band
Chorale and Rockout
Hootenanny
The Final Countdown

Mr Jeff Cole
T Huggents
H Walter
J Tempest

Junior String Quartet
Allegro (from String Quartet No. 2)

Mrs Gudrun Melck
F Schubert

Saxophone Quartet
Mr Matthew Lombard
Take Five
D Brubeck
Pink Panther Theme
H Mancini
The Entertainer
S Joplin
(All arrangements by M Lombard)
Dixie Band
Piper’s Patrol
Chicago
Canal Street Blues
Punini’s Kwela
Jazz Band Ball

Dr Niel van der Watt
Traditional, arr. R Owen
J Fisher, arr. H Gold
K J Oliver, arr. N Paramor
N van der Watt
N la Rocca, arr. N Paramor

A word of thanks to the following people
• The music boys and their teachers for all their
hard work.
• Mr Barrett and the waiters
• Mrs Pitman and Mrs Oldnall and the team of
parents for their amazing work behind the scenes
• Mr Vermeulen and the helpers at the bar
• Mrs Bloemink for organising the VIP bookings
• Mrs Beacham for her assistance with ticket sales
• Mrs Kingsley for her assistance with typing
• Mrs de Beer and Mrs Heyns from Call Conference
for the catering
The second event, the musical production
of “Joseph”, will be documented elsewhere. It
will suffice here to thank members of the music
department who were involved. Solo singers, chorus
members and the staff: Ms Mathilda Hornsveld, Mr
122
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Department. The programme is re-printed below.
The Orchestra and Choir joined (for the first time in
recent history) forces and performed an arrangement
of “To fill the world with love”. This is known to be
Mr Schroder’s favourite song. It was not printed in
the programme for maximum surprise effect. After
the final standing ovation from the “very important
persons” in the audience, the choir filed back
into the hall and rendered the song to orchestral
accompaniment. The song, beautiful as it is, had the
desired effect. Dr van der Watt then made a short
speech to thank The Boss after which he thanked
the boys and guests. Judge Brian Southwood closed
the evening with a short tribute to Mr and Mrs
Schroder.
School Choir

Mr Michael Barrett and Mrs
Yvonne Reyburn
Pastime with good company Henry VIII, arr. W Swingle
U is God alleen
P McHugh, arr. N van der Watt
Fix you
C Martin, arr. M Barrett
African Medley
Traditional, arr. M Nellovu
The Awakening
J Martin
Symphony Orchestra
Dr Niel van der Watt
Ladies in Lavender
N Hess
Violin Solo
Willie Viljoen
Beach Boys Medley
B Wilson, arr. C Custer
Adagio Cantabile
L von Beethoven
Wallace & Grommit March
H Zimmer
Nimrod
E Elgar
The Kraken
H Zimmer
Organ
Mr Ockie Vermeulen
(All arrangements by N van der Watt)

Ockie Vermeulen, Mr Michael Barrett, Dr Niel van
der Watt and Mrs Yvonne Reyburn. A big thank you
also to Ms Amanda van Zyl, who in spite of difficult
personal circumstances, produced an excellent
show.
The third major music event was the Four Schools’
Concert, which again was dedicated to Mr and Mrs
W E Schroder. Again, the boss’ favourite song was
sung as a surprise though this time by over 380
singers accompanied by an orchestra of 130 players.
The desired effect was achieved once again.
The combined programme is reprinted below. The
concert has almost outgrown itself and the organisers
deal with greater logistical problems each year. The
popularity of this concert has not diminished since
1988 and people still say every year that it is the best
Four Schools’ Concert they have ever heard!

1. Slavic Dance
A Dvorak
Orchestra
arr. N van der Watt
2. Highland Cathedral
N Korb and U Roever
Orchestra and Bagpipes
arr. N van der Watt
3. Non Nobis Domine
P Doyle
Choir and Orchestra
arr. N van der Watt
4. eCleggtic
J Clegg
Choir and Orchestra
arr. E Clayton
5. Prayer in the Night (Sarabande)
G F Handel
Choir and Orchestra
arr. E Clayton
6. Blouberg se Strand
U Jürgens
Choir and Orchestra
arr. N van der Watt
7. Gimme! Gimme! Gimme! B Ulveas and B Anderson
Choir and Orchestra
arr. N van der Watt
Conductors:
Niel van der Watt
Hannelize du Plessis
Valerie Hohls
Eddie Clayton
Michael Barrett
Piper:
Brian Nixon

Guitar Ensemble

Front Row: R Kirsten, W Fourie, L Parker.
Back Row L–R: Mr A Jordaan (Master-in-Charge).

Royal Schools’ Examination
It has also become a custom, and a good one at that,
to highlight the results of our external Royal Schools’
Examination. Twenty-eight, mostly Form II boys
wrote the Royal Schools’ Grade V Theory examination
in October. There were five failures, nine passes,
ten boys achieving merit and four boys achieving a
distinction (which means that they achieved 90% or
more. One boy, Jared Beukes, obtained full marks
for this exam. As far as we can recall (which is back
to 1987), this has never happened at this level. So,
history in the making – congratulations, Jared!
As far as the practical examinations are
concerned, 48 boys entered various grade levels
on various instruments in the two sessions (June

School Orchestra in performance

or October). There were only two failures, 16
passes, 17 meritorious passes and 13 distinction
passes. The very prestigious Grade 8 club has ten
new members: Simon Duim (saxophone), Migael
Loubser (percussion), Ivan Basson (bassoon), Keith
Kichenbrand (clarinet), William Fourie (guitar),
Denzil de Klerk (French Horn), Mickail Bain
(saxophone), David McDougall (clarinet), James
Gerber (piano), Harris Fong (piano). Congratulations
to all the boys on these fine achievements. It becomes
more amazing when one realises that eight of these
boys passed a Grade 8 practical examination while
they were in Form IV. Most of these boys received
full colours for music.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Combined Programme

Rufes and the Dixie Band posing with a Baobab
The Pretorian
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Competitions
Fewer boys entered for competitions, mainly
because as a music department we do not really
encourage it and the boys are so busy with music
in and around the school that there is little time for
external participation.
Nevertheless, Simon Duim entered the
prestigious Philip Moore Competition for school
students and won the 17-18 years of age category.
Congratulations! A number of boys also participated
in the National Youth Orchestra Course and some
of them were selected for the National Youth
Orchestra: Daniel Pitman (viola), Yeh Chan Park
(viola), Migael Loubser (percussion) and Freddie
Boshoff (percussion). Some of these boys have met

all the criteria to received Honours for Music.
The year closed, appropriately and with some
prompting from the Second Master, Mr John Illsley,
on a musical note to send Mr and Mrs Schroder into a
fulfilled and happy retirement. The order of the final
service will be reproduced elsewhere but we would
like to thank the choir, orchestra and pipers for their
dedication and loyalty right up to the end of the term.
We dedicate the musical setting of the School Prayer
to Mr and Mrs Schroder and we hope that they will
keep all the music in their hearts and that the memory
of the music will be firewood in the winter.
Niel van der Watt

Choir

Front Row L–R: B Harle, K Kichenbrand, W Viljoen, Mr M Barrett (Conductor), M Olivier, Mrs Y Reyburn (Accompanist), C Stephens, T
Semenya, G Moroeng
Second Row L–R: L de Beer, F Bonafede, J Beukes, A Nicolaides, G Hudson, M Cohen, M Sebokokodi, R Pienaar, T Mosuwe,T Ntlatleng.
Third Row L–R: T Aphane, S van Rensburg, S Baggeröhr, N Lebakeng, D Mjo, T Wolf-Piggott, M Beard, J van den Berg, G Smuts, L Swart
Back Row L–R: A Mosito, L Ngubegusha, M Graham, I Basson, A Malan, S Anderson, L Kokang, M Stanley, R Qi, D Thomas, K Konopi, A Horton.

Dixie Band performed at Berg-en-Dal, Kruger Park
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“Put away the cellphone, Doc will swallow it!”

6. Afrikaanse Hoër Meisieskoolkoor
Two of the following items to be performed:
Personent Hodie
Traditional, arr. J Rutter
Hamba Lulu
Traditional, arr. M Brewer
New York, New York
C Candor, arr. E Clayton
Conductor
Hannelize du Plessis
Accompanist
Gisela Scriba
7. Affie Konsertorkes
One of the following items to be performed:
Best Broadway Marches
arr. J Christensen
Keurspel uit Chicago
arr. T Ricketts
Conductor
Floris Smith

1. Pretoria High School for Girls Senior Choir
One of the following items to be performed:
Kekatu Dziesma
P Vasks
African Medley
Traditional, arr. M Ndlovu
Conductor
Michael Barrett
2. Pretoria High School for Girls Orchestra
One of the following items to be performed:
Mamma Mia
ABBA, arr. E Clayton
The Click Song
Traditional, arr. E Clayton
Conductor
Valerie Hohls
3. Pretoria High School for Girls Combined Choir and
Orchestra
Nella Fantasia
E Morricone, arr. P McLea
Conductor
Valerie Hohls
Soloist
Marco Fourie
4. Afrikaanse Hoër Seunskoolkoor
Sikuphi Sikhumulo Sezindiza Traditional, arr. E Clayton
Rock me Amadeus
FALCO, arr. E Clayton
Conductor
Hannelize du Plessis
Accompanist
Gisela Scriba
5. Affie Simfonie-Orkes
One of the following items to be performed:
Theme from 007
arr. C Custer
Bohemian Rhapsody
Queen, ARR. E Clayton
Conductor
Eddie Clayton

8. Pretoria Boys High School Choir
One of the following items to be performed:
Fix You
C Martin
A Zulu War Song
Traditional, arr. M Ndlovu
Conductor
Michael Barrett
9. Pretoria Boys High School Symphony Orchestra
The Kraken
H Zimmer, arr. N van der Watt
Conductor
Niel van der Watt
Combined Programme
1. Slavic Dance
A Dvorak
Orchestra
arr. N van der Watt
2. Highland Cathedral
N Korb and U Roever
Orchestra and Bagpipes
arr. N van der Watt
3. Non Nobis Domine
P Doyle
Choir and Orchestra
arr. N van der Watt
4. eCleggtic
J Clegg
Choir and Orchestra
arr. E Clayton
5. Prayer in the Night (Sarabande)
G F Handel
Choir and Orchestra
arr. E Clayton
6. Blouberg se Strand
U Jürgens
Choir and Orchestra
arr. N van der Watt
7. Gimme! Gimme! Gimme! B Ulveas and B Anderson
Choir and Orchestra
arr. N van der Watt
Conductors:
Niel van der Watt
Hannelize du Plessis
Valerie Hohls
Eddie Clayton
Michael Barrett
Piper:
Brian Nixon
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Wind Band

Front Row L–R: F Bonafede, R Mould, D McDougall, J du Preez, E Uys.
Back Row L–R: D Mills, R Hwang, B Racionzer, R Coetzee.

Orchestra

Front Row L– R: A Wang, J de Villiers,H Delen, G Murphy, S Hwang, T Ditsebe, T Modikwe, S Duim, W Viljoen, C van der Westhuizen,
M Loubser, D Pitman, M Finbow, J Kenyon, B Nixon, J Shih, R van Niekerk.
Second Row L–R: L de Beer, B Racionzer, J Lume, E Soar, C Elsenbroek, M Choane, J Blom, F Boshoff, R Hwang,
Dr N van der Walt (Master-in-Charge), I Basson, J Cowie, T Chauke, J Stier, A Nicolaides, D de Klerk, L Senekal, A Jordaan,
R Scott.
Back Row L–R: R Kirsten, M Boegman, E Havenga, S Guldenphenig, J Hsu, S Skosana, Y Park, C Stephens, J du Preez, J Gous, R McGregor,
W Fourie, H Fong, M Graham, D Mc Dougall, J Marsh, A Johannes, R Oldnall, K Kichenbrand.
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After several auditions the choir grew to 50 members
in 2009, a well-balanced group led by a strong
matric committee. The year began with our annual
choir camp at Wag 'n Bietjie Campsite in Midrand
and it was evident that the year was going to be a
huge success. The boys worked exceptionally hard
at learning music which was particularly difficult
as we planned to compete in the ATKV Applous
National Choir competition. There was a great spirit
among the boys and general excitement about the
year ahead.
The Café Concerts were the first performances
of the year. As usual the performances were sold
out and a rather nervous bunch of boys was eager
to impress. We had a fourth performance this year
and this gave us an excellent opportunity to test our
programme in front of a large audience. The choir
performed brilliantly and it was evident that they
were serious about creating a new tour de force in
the cultural aspect of Boys High. The biggest hit this
year was undoubtedly "Fix You" by the pop group
Coldplay.
The year was very busy, filled with several
performances and concerts. Besides competing
with the sports department, the choir had to juggle
rehearsals and performances with the school
musical Joseph. Needless to say, the choir WAS the
Joseph cast with 10 of the 12 soloists all in the choir.
I would like to personally congratulate those boys
on not only being selected for the leading roles,
but for honouring your commitments to both the
musical and the choir. This kind of commitment
is what makes a true Boys High boy. I salute you
all!
The second term reached its climax with the
provincial round of the ATKV Applous Choir
Competition. Over 130 choirs competed of
which only 9 would go through to the finals in
Bloemfontein. There was much to compete for.
The first round took place at the University of
Pretoria Musaion during the Finals of the Super
14, which took place between the Blue Bulls and
the Chiefs. I was positive that I would have only
half a choir pitch up for the performance. But I
was wrong. Every single boy arrived, on time, for
the competition, once again showing that there
is something special about a Boys High boy. The
boys performed well, but it was evident from their
demeanour that they believed that they could do
better. This is all part of the learning curve. What
truly amazed me was that while we waited for the
results, Affies (our strongest competition) and Boys
High boys huddled appropriately outside around

a small portable radio listening to the Bulls destroy
the Chiefs in a game which took place right across
the street. The camaraderie that was displayed for
those few moments between these two great rivals
was an amazing sight. It was a good night for all
Pretorians. Not only did the Bulls win the Super 14,
but all the Pretoria Choirs received Gold Certificates
and a possible ticket to the finals in Bloemfontein B
Boys High received one of these tickets.
The third term was a busy affair as we prepared
for the finals of ATKV, invited an International
Conductor to our school and learned the music
for the Annual 4 Schools Concerts. First on our
agenda was a trip to Bloemfontein. The country was
plagued with Swine Flu and our once big choir was
drastically reduced to a smaller version. At least
there was ample space on the bus! Nonetheless,
we made our journey and this gave me the perfect
opportunity to get to know the boys. We stayed in a
school hostel that looked more like a prison and the
boys very soon began to appreciate what Boys High
had to offer. Most of the choirs stayed in hotels or on
game farms, but the idea behind my decision to stay
at a school was to show the boys how to appreciate
what they already have. That evening we had our
choir dinner at Primi Piatti and it was the perfect
way to start the tour. There was such great spirit
among the boys.
We performed alongside the top choirs from all
over South Africa at the San Du Plessis Theatre in
Bloemfontein, with probably the worst acoustic hall
ever built. We were 5th on the programme. A good
warm-up and short pep-talk before the time and we
were ready. And, boy, were we ready! The choir
performed their hearts out and felt like celebrities
when walking off the stage. People bombarded the
boys with compliments and they knew that their
job had been done. We received a Gold Certificate
again, a well deserved accolade.
In August, Boys High and Girls High jointly
hosted Maestro Arthur Sjögren from New York
in the USA. He gave workshops to both choirs
and several boys benefitted from private vocal
training. At the end of two works, both choirs
performed their individual programmes as well
as a combined programme conducted by Maestro
Sjögren himself. The experience was invaluable
and we look forward to hosting an International
Conductor every year.
The year drew to a close with the annual An die
Musik (4 Schools) concerts hosted by Boys High
this year. It is always a highlight on our calendar
and the boys continued to impress, both on and
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off the stage. We dedicated the final performance
to Mr and Mrs Schroder and even performed Mr
Schroders favourite song, "To Fill the World with
Love".
2010 holds great promise for the choir. We are
embarking on an International trip to Barcelona,
Paris and Istanbul in September 2010 and this
promises to be an experience of a lifetime. Although
the matrics of 2009 will not be with us, it is because
of their undivided loyalty and sheer commitment
towards the choir that this tour is possible. They
have laid the foundation to what promises to be
a fantastic choir, not only in 2010, but for years
to come. Milan Olivier (Chairperson) has to be
congratulated for his leadership and friendship.
His loyalty to me and his example to his peers
is what made the difference. All our success is a
direct result of his leadership and dedication. Milan
received Colours for choir, a fitting reward for all
his efforts. I congratulate and thank him on behalf
of the choir. The deputy-head, Willie Viljoen also

needs mentioning. His musicality was unmatched
this year and without his support we would not
have reached the great musical heights of 2009. He
too received Colours and I thank him and wish him
well in his future endeavours.
I also would like to thank Dr van der Watt for his
leadership in the music department. His support
is necessary for the continued success of the choir.
Mrs Reyburn, our accompanist, works tirelessly to
learn the music and does it without complaint. She
is the right hand of the choir and all our success is
her success. Thanks Ma'am! To the boys in the choir
B you truly are amazing. You make all my dreams
come true and I look forward to our tour next year.
And to Mr and Mrs Schroder: May you enjoy a long
and happy retirement. We look forward to seeing
you at all our performances next year. This time you
might have to pay for your own ticket!
Michael Barrett
Choir Master

Senior String Quartet: Willie Viljoen, Alex Johannes, Yeh Chan Park, William Fourie
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Pretoria Boys High’s Gumboot Dancing Society has
been active and fit this year. 2009 has been a really
great year that went by quickly.
The Gumboot dancing group of 2009 has created a
culture that strives for the best and expresses creativity
through singing, acting and dancing. Last year we lost
our master-in-charge, Mrs Brennan, but this year we were
fortunate to have Mrs Prinsen as our MIC. Mrs Prinsen
has been there for us when we were in need of help and
support. She has organised the Gumboot Society all
the way and has really been a mother, a teacher and a
leader to us. Without her help and support this society
wouldn’t be where it is. Thank you, BOKKIE!
Being the leader of this group has been a great
privilege for me; I have led a group of young, creative
and innovative leaders. From my side I know that I
wouldn’t be who I am and where I am without these
young guys. I would like to thank them for their
group and individual support. They have made
me want to stay on with them but unfortunately, I
have to leave them and embark on a new adventure.
Personal thanks go to TK (Tshepo Maubane) and
Scarra (Tumisang Sithole) for their administrative
duties. Special mention must be made of Scarra’s
creative moves that intensified our dance skills and
Neo Yende’s passionate commitment to the society.
The Rissik boys again showed their commitment
and dedication. Last but not least, I would like to
thank Double H (Tumelo Mathulwe) for his words
of wisdom and encouragement that helped us get

into the mood for performing or practice.
The Gumboot dancers and I would like to thank
Ms van Zyl for supporting our activity and for
organising performances for us. The half and full
colours that were awarded this year couldn’t have
been awarded without her help and dedication to
the Gumboot Society. Thank you, Ma’am.

Half Colours
Term 2
Gaolese Moroeng

Term 4
Tumelo Mathulwe

Tshepo Maubane

Neo Yende
Francois du Toit
Tendani Mokhoka
Thabang Semenya

Full Colours
Term 2
Shakung Lefatso
I hope that the culture and spirit of the society will
never decrease or decline. I wish all the members of
the society a really good festive season and all the
best to Scarra (Chairman) and TK (Vice Chairman),
next year’s group and their new recruits. Farewell
Boys High. Hey baby!!
Asvaar re nnete is true.
Shakung Lefatso

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Gumboot Dancers

Front Row L– R: O Monyela, L Malapile, T Sithole, L Shakung (Leader), T Mokhoka, N Yende, T Maubane.
Second Row L–R: Mrs H Prinsen (Teacher-in-Charge), M Masilela, S Mthembu, D Korb, M Chauke, T Chauke, M Matatiele, K Bambo,
G Moroeng.
Back Row L–R: S Skosana, M Malapile, T Mathulwe, R Pentz, T Mngadi, N Leeka.
The Pretorian
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Pipe Band
When looking back at the 2009 competition season,
it seemed like a typical ‘hit-the-ground-running’ one
with regard to the Pipe Band. While this may often
be the case, it seemed abnormally so. Will we be
ready? Will we have the numbers? Will we compete?
These are often the questions that anyone who has to
deal with a Pipe Band asks himself at the beginning
of each year. Worrying as it is, somehow the end
result isn’t as gloomy as it initially seemed. Quoting
the words of Pipe Major Muremere Wesigye, “It’s
like this every year, but somehow we’ll still have a
band”. The thing is that it’s never just ‘a band’, it’s
usually a really competitive band, and this year was
no different.
Like in every good sports team or successful group
of people, there has to be a fair balance between
experience and youth along with firm and confident
leadership. Our Band has been lucky in this regard.
The seniors did their part in tutoring and guiding the
juniors through practice sessions and competitions,
while the younger and less experienced pipers and
drummers worked exceptionally hard to achieve
what they set out do.
If I had to reﬂect on the past year, the one thing
that was encouraging to see was the amount of

strong competition present at nearly all of the
gatherings, with an average of six bands in the
Novice Juvenile section. At no single time during
the year did we know that we would be named
Champion of Champions. The win came down to
the last Championship at Benoni High School.
Extra practice sessions and dedicated bandsmen
won us the season. Where the boys could have easily
conceded defeat, especially after Amanzimtoti where
we didn’t do as well as we thought we would, the
boys actually upped their game and caught many
of their competitors unawares and under-rehearsed.
While we did come out as victors, the thing that
made me most proud was the manner in which the
boys did it, always supporting and encouraging one
another throughout 2009.
The band of 2009 was lead by Pipe Major Brian
Nixon who grew into his rank extremely quickly and
was an invaluable member of the band. His greatest
virtue, in my opinion, was the ability to mentor
the younger players and make their foundation in
piping a solid one. His patience, dedication and
passion for the Boys High Pipe Band never went
by unnoticed and will be missed in 2010. The Lead
Drummer for 2009 was Jonathan Sailer who, through

Front Row L– R: Mr R Blackmore (Master-in-Charge), J Sailer (Lead Drummer), B Nixon (Pipe Major), J Smuts, (Drum Major), J Orr (Pipe
Sergeant), A Nixon (Band Tutor).
Back Row L–R: S Ogunbanjo (Drummer), M Lawther (Piper), G Cronje (Drummer), K Rantloane (Drummer), B Mkwanazi (Drummer)
F Boshoff (Drummer).
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R Blackmore
MIC

Half Colours
Olusegun Ogunbanjo
Matthew Lawther
Banele Mkwanazi
Kholofelo Rantloane

Full Colours
Brian Nixon
James Orr
Jonathan Sailer
Gareth Cronje
Freddie Boshoff

Pipe Band Awards
Pipers Efficiency Trophy

B
Brian
i
Ni
Nixon
and James Orr
Drummers Efficiency Trophy James Orr
South African Scottish Skean Dhu M a t t h e w
Lawther
Winterbottom Memorial Dirk
Kholofelo
Rantloane
Paula Whitehead Cup
James Orr and
Gareth Cronje
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his experience, had an integral part to play in the
Pipe Band’s success over the past few years. His
talent, sense of humour and experience, both on and
off the competition field, will be sorely missed next
year. We also say farewell to Pipe Sergeant James
Orr. James has grown into a really solid piper in a
relatively short period of time. His commitment to
the band, and band duties, has been unquestionable
over the past three years, always willing to help out
and assist wherever he could. On behalf of the Pipe
Band, I would like to thank all of the matrics for their
loyalty and commitment to the Band and wish them
well for the future.
Lastly, I would like to thank the tutors of the band:
Chantelle Tarboton for her dedication and care for
the side drummers, Angus Nixon for his continuing
efforts with the pipers and band, and Pierre Malan
for his extraordinary toil with the bass section.
Without these highly skilled and dedicated tutors,
the prospect of having a successful band would be
faint.
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Pipe Band
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1. Mr Schroder congratulating Freddie Boshoff on his Full Colours
award
2. James Orr and Brian Nixon warming up before the Affies match
3. A lonely piper playing a lament at the Remembrance Day service
4. Tuning up before the De La Salle gathering
5. Marching into the competition arena in Amanzimtoti.
6. Marching up main drive before the annual display and awards
ceremony
7. Entertaining the boys with the 2009 march selection
This page is sponsored by The Jürgens Family

Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat by Andrew LloydWebber and Tim Rice
What a lovely surprise we had when we started
doing auditions! Talent that we were unaware
of started crawling out of the woodwork: The
wonderful Geoffrey Smuts for instance, who took
the part of the narrator.
I knew him from the Drama Club and knew that
he had tremendous talent for a boy of his age but, I
did not know that he was so musical as well. What
a joy to have worked with him! I basically only had
to tell him where to enter and where and when to
move. The rest Geoff did on his own. The narrator is
the most difficult part in “Joseph” as he has to keep
the show together and, maybe, the most thankless
as he does not get to sing the pretty tunes that are so
well known worldwide. I have seen many “Josephs”
in my lifetime and I have never seen a narrator this
good. I applaud you, Geoff, and I cannot wait to see
where life will take you.
Another newcomer, was Sean Janse van Rensburg
who sang “Joseph”. Sean is only in Form 2 and
did a wonderful job as the naïve Joseph. I strongly
disagree with the makers of “Any Dream will Do”
on BBC Entertainment who described the character
of Joseph as sly and calculating. I see Joseph as a
sweet young man who did not fully understand
his brothers’ hatred of him. I think Sean was a bit
overwhelmed at the start of the rehearsals, being this
little Form 2 Joseph surrounded by nasty, mostly
Form 4 brothers but, he soon relaxed and have a
most charming performance. I knew the majority of
brothers from the “Pirates of Penzance” days when
they were all squawky little Form 1 “girls”. They
have grown up into fine young men who gave me
lots of pleasure during the rehearsal period.
What a cool “Potiphar” Surprise Ngwenya was
not to mention his slutty, hairy wife, Nic Petrou! I
think the only characters on stage more hairy than
Mrs Potiphar were the Boys High c heerleaders who
kindly agreed to play the Ishmaelites! The last time I
did “Joseph” at Boys High, I had six Form 1 boys to
play the “adoring girls”. This time I chose older boys
with more “sex appeal” and confidence and true to
Boys High form, I did not have to look far to find
six boys who were willing to swap their rugby togs
for bras, wigs and false eye lashes! As always the
audiences loved the Pharaoh (Stephen Anderson)
with his rotating pelvis! What a beautiful body this
Pharaoh had. I think all the ladies in the audience
fell a little bit in love with this hunk! Every boy in
the cast, from Jacob and the Baker and the Butler,
the Tailor and the Sweet Little Goat, the little Form
1 Choir to Pharaoh’s body guards and the “Big Boy”

chorus played an important part in what was yet
another successful “Joseph”.
Last year I asked Francois van Straten, who
plans to go into show business after matric, if he
would be my assistant for “Joseph”. It turned out
to be a very wise move on my part. As I was in a
wheelchair for half the rehearsal period, Francois
did all the running up and down the stage for me
and all I had to say at times was “fix it” and without
having to explain he’d run on stage and fix whatever
was wrong. I often looked at run on stage and fixed
whatever was wrong. I often looked at Francois and
thought the professional assistant-directors I have
worked with on stage all over this country can learn
from this young man. Francois also did the majority
of the choreography for the show and I personally
think that this was by far the best choreography I
have ever seen on a Boys High stage! Boys High’s
own ballet dancer, James Joubert, choreographed
the “couurs” routine for me and taught our “girls”
how to walk like sexy ladies.
A big thank you also to the wonderful Ms
Hornsveld who made our beautiful costumes and
props, Mrs van Straten and the Boys High teachers
who (tried) made our boys look lovely, Mrs Prinsen
and Mrs Petrou who did front of house and the
music staff who put in hours of work to teach the
boys the music! Last but not least, a big thank you to
the wonderful Chris Barthorpe, a Boys High father,
who lent us the sent for “Joseph”. What a pleasure
to have worked on a set that was not held together
by spit and prayer!
As Shakespeare said: “All’s well that ends well!
All in all a delightful season!
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Programme
Production staff for Joseph
Musical Director:
Director:
Assistant Director:
Choreographer:
Choreographer
Joseph’s Coat
Music Coach: Soloists
Music Coaches for:
Chorus and Choir:
Décor:
Back drop:
Poster Design:
Programme Design:
Costumes:
Props:
Make-up:
Ticket Sales:
Ticket Sellers:
Front of House:
Refreshments:
Cast
In order of appearance:
Narrator:
Jacob:
Brothers:
Ruben:
Simeon:
Levi:
Naphtali:
Isaachar:
Asher:
Dan:
Zebulon:
Gad:
Judah:
Benjamin:
Joseph:
Potiphar:
Potiphar’s Wife:
Butler:
Baker:
Pharaoh:
Chorus
Angelo Bernardi
Jared Beukes
Matthew Cohen
Brendan Cox
The Pretorian

Mathilda Hornsveld
Amanda van Zyl
Francois van Straten
Francois van Straten
James Joubert

Mathilda Hornsveld
Niel van der Watt
Okkie Vermeulen
Michael Barrett
Stage kindly sponsored by
Stageworks
Karin Bezuidenhout
and Art Department
Geoffrey Smuts
Geoffrey Smuts
Mathilda Hornsveld
Ännchen Matthews
Mathilda Hornsveld
Anli van Straten
Elma Dreyer
Daan van Heerden
Craig Stephens
Margi Prinsen
Caren Venn

Geoffrey Smuts
David Roebuck
George von Berg
Ivan Basson
Keith Kichenbrand
Freddie Boshoff
Damian Sinovich
Michael Graham
Rowan Nel
Lona Ngubegusha
Atlegang Mosito
Erin Bosman
Denzil de Klerk
Sean Janse van Rensburg
Surprise Ngwenya
Nicholas Petrou
Michael Graham
Brendan Harle
Stephen Anderson
Gaolese Moroeng
Ari Nicolaides
Luke Nienaber
Byron O’Grady

Jarryd Cox
Alex Eggers
Gareth Hudson
McGyver Matatiele
Nyakallo Lebakeng
Choir
Matthew Baker
Gian Paolo Buffi
Herman Chong
Tiano da Conceicao
Matthew Esteves
Richard Finlayson
Konrad Jurgens
Ishmaelites
Michael Beard
Angus Steele
Cameron Thomson
Adoring girls
Connor Davis
Julian Lume
Charles Smith
Tailor
Byron O’Grady
Goat
Kgosi Moatshe
Security agents
Michael Koekemoer
Lively lad
Alex Eggers
Understudy
Duncan Thomas
Joseph band
Key Board
Trumpet
Flute
Clarinet 1
Clarinet 2
Guitar

Khumo Rabalao
Ben Rath
Thabang Semenya
Craig Stephens

Tlhogi Masuwe
Alex Menu
Ruixuan Qi
Luke Rautenbach
Warwick Sales
Sheldon Terblanche

Lefa Kokong
Mduduzi Zwane

Sizo Khuzwayo
Donovan O’Grady
Kevin Wylie

Stephan Baggeröhr

Mathilda Hornsveld
Jean du Preez
Lourens de Beer
Maximillian Finbow
Timothy Wolff-Piggott
Ryan Kirsten
Devon van Wyk
Shervaux Hwang
Harris Fong
Jonathan Sailor
Miguel Loubser

Trombone
Bass guitar
Percussion
Drums
Technical Staff
Sound by BLUE ARRAY PRODUCTION (Pty) Ltd
Lighting by STAGE EFFECTS
Technical Staff for PBHS:
Sound:
Dean Barthorpe
Kyle Pastor
Follow Spotter:
Keamo Konopi
Taylor Corney
Prop Masters:
Theo Lombard
James Gardner

2

3

4
1. The eleven brothers thinking up a plan to get rid of brother number
12: Joseph
2. Joseph (Sean Janse van Rensburg) explaining their dreams to the
Butler (Michael Graham) and the Baker (Brendon Harle)
3. "Poor, Poor Joseph! What you gonna do?" the chorus sings with
narrator (Geoffrey Smuts). Joseph (Sean Janse van Rensburg) in jail
with inmates Butler (Michael Graham) and Baker (Brendon Harle).
4. Joseph (Sean Janse van Rensburg) explaining their dreams to the
Butler (Michael Graham) and the Baker (Brendon Harle)
5. The delightful Potiphar Couple: Mrs Potiphar (only the "hairy
Ishmaelites" were more hairy than this lady) and devoted hubby
(Surprise Ngwenya)
6. The story of Joseph and his "Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat"
starts unfolding as the narrator (Geoffrey Smuts) sings the opening lines

5
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Drama Production
Somewhere on the Border by Anthony Akerman
A Fringe Production by Boys High
It has always been important to me to communicate
a meaningful message to an audience when staging a
production. We had something to say to the audience
with “Animal Farm”, “District Six” and “Love, Crime
and Johannesburg”. When I was faced with finding a
show in 2009, I thought of “Somewhere on the Border”
by Anthony Akerman. I find it so important in this
day and age when there are so many futile wars being
fought in the world, to communicate this to the boys.
There is nothing glorious about war. There are no
winners, only losers. Real people are killed, maimed
and psychologically scarred for the rest of their lives.
Think twice before you choose to engage in war!
As I said to one of the parents who was against
us telling the Angola story, “I could have placed
this war in Iraq but this is our story. The boys know
more about the war in Vietnam than the Angolan
war. Let’s tell them about the border war, or are we
going to deny that this happened for the next fifty
years like the Germans did?”
I met with a lot of resistance from teachers and
parents alike when I suggested Boys High do this
production. After it had been canned once, it was
given the go-ahead months later provided that
it be presented as a fringe production. A fringe
production means that it is not part of the main
stream activity but that the production is lying on
the outskirts of the Boys High activities. I accepted
this gladly as I have always been a firm believer that
a rose is a rose no matter what you call it. I am glad
that we pushed ahead and did it. I was grateful every
time I saw a father and son entering the auditorium
together, or when fathers could not tolerate the idea
of sitting through a play like this, mothers and sons
came instead to see the show. Also I thought how
great that fathers and sons can now speak about
what happened back then; now mothers and sons
can better understand the father who, after seeing
the show, opened up to his family and spoke about
the horrors of the war and his experiences. A mother
wrote to me, “We must commend you on persevering
with producing something so close to many of our
hearts.” Would I do a show this controversial again?
The answer is yes. A thousand times, yes!
I must commend the boys on not only their
outstanding performances, but on their conduct
during the rehearsal period. Some of the boys I knew
from previous productions or Inter-House play
festivals, but half the cast were strangers to me when
we started off. They did not stay strangers for long.
We became a single unit with a collective aim: to get
this show on the road, to do it as well as possible
1
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1. Mowloray (Albert Falanga) says: "I want to see a black
man dance!" much to the dismay of Doug Campbell (Michael
Koekemoer) while Badenhorst (Martin Coetzee) looks on and
Mduduzi Zwane awaits his fate
2. The dreaded moment has arrived - Inspection. Gerhard Kirsten,
Martin Coetzee and Albert Falanga awaiting the verdict of
Bombardier Kotze (Misha Janse van Rensburg)
3. Bombardier Kotze (Misha Janse van Rensburg) teaching the troops to
hate and kill
4. "I am going to kill you, white man". The wounded terrorist
(Khumo Rabalao) shouts
This page sponsored by Calvin Howard

1. Doing what the boys on the border do: killing the pain with cane.
Martin Coetzee and Albert Falanga
2. Attention! Gerhard Kirsten, Martin Coetzee and Albert Falanga
3. The gardener strutting his stuff! (Surprise Ngwenya)
4. The cast with the playwright Anthony Akerman: Back row: Francois van
Straten, Surprise Ngwenya, Khumo Rabalao, Gerhard Kirsten. Front
row: Mduduzi Zwane, George van Berg, Michael Koekemoer, Anthony
Akerman, Albert Falanga, Misha Janse van Rensburg, Amanda van Zyl,
Martin Coetzee
This page sponsored by Jenny Efraim
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and to prove all the prophets of doom wrong. I will
always remember the end of our final dress rehearsal.
We stood around a bit overwhelmed. With tears in
our eyes we hugged each other and said: “We did
it! We finally did it!” I became very ill a week before
opening night and I have to thank two wonderful
friends who came in to supervise two rehearsals:
well-known actress, Anriette van Rooyen and
Kobus Lodewyk, stalwart of South African theatre.
Boys High teachers Margie Prinsen and Mathilda
Hornsveld also helped me more during this period
than they will ever know.
I not only got to know the boys, I got to love
each and every one of them. I cannot single out any
actor. They were all special in their own right. Misha
Janse van Rensburg as the bombardier we all love
to hate. What a strong performance! He supported
me during the rehearsal period more than I can ever
thank him for. If he became a bit over enthusiastic
during rehearsals I would just have to say, “Now
Misha, who is the director here? Me or you?” to shut
him up. The wonderful Martin Coetzee who made
it his personal goal to watch over my health and
who took the costumes home to be washed during
the run. He played the common Afrikaner, Hennie
Badenhorst, very convincingly. He even ‘bled’
on stage. Many boys were bafﬂed by this realistic
performance. “How did he do that, ma’am?” “Martin
is just such a good actor, my boy.” As if I would
give the secrets of our craft away! The next actor I
want to mention is George von Berg who played the
scared, insecure Jewish soldier, Dave Levitt. Now
for your information, he really did vomit on stage
in the scene where he went “bos”. How he managed
to do that I am not going to tell you either. I don’t
want vomiting boys all over the stage in the next
Inter-House Play Festival! From the moment George
said “My dear Sharon,” to when he was dragged
off stage kicking and screaming, he was Levitt.
I so appreciated all the subtle little nuances of his
performance throughout the play! Albert Falanga
was also a newcomer on the Boys High stage. He
is a quiet young man who put his heart and soul
into portraying the white trash, Trevor Mowbray.
He played Mowbray with great gusto and I believe
many an audience member left the hall hating
Mowbray. Apart from his gutsy, cocky performance
he was also our riﬂe fixer. He had to fix one or more
riﬂes after every rehearsal and performance as they
were very fragile toy riﬂes not manufactured with
real combat in mind! Surprise Ngwenya gave a
performance as the gardener that drove me to tears
every night. The naïvety of his performance, the
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almost innocent acceptance of his position in the old
South Africa, made me cry with shame on a regular
basis. What a magnificent performance by a “new”
South African young man! The character of Sam was
one of my favourites in the show. I loved this ever
so subtle defiance when confronted by the soldiers. I
loved his passionate gumboot dance and his abusive
language during the dance, aimed at the stupidity of
the whites. I loved Mduduzi Zwane’s performance!
Gerhard Kirsten, who played the innocent, Godfearing Paul Marais, was the baby of the cast. What
a fantastic bit of acting by such a young boy! What
a mature approach to his role in the play! He never
missed a beat! He never ignored a note and grew
in his part to the very end! The dark horse of the
run was Michael Koekemoer who played the antiapartheid pacifist, Doug Campbell. Michael was cast
late in the day as the original Campbell left school at
the end of 2008 when he matriculated. Michael gave
a good performance as the laid-back Doug in Act 1,
but broke my heart every night with his sensitive
gut-wrenching performance in Act 2. And then the
terrorist: Khumo Rabalao. I just wanted to hold this
hoarse, wounded, dying man in my arms and say,
“All was not in vain. Everything will be OK. One
day!” And last but not least, my make-up artist,
Francois van Straten. He not only mixed blood, he
covered them with blood, he cleaned blood up after
them. He ran the stage for me during performances.
He went from make-up artist to stage manager for
this production. Francois is a true professional on
stage and made all our lives so much easier. The boys
in general behaved like professional actors on and off
stage. This was something that I have not witnessed
to this extent ever at Boys High. They set their own
props every night. They changed the set from Act 1
to Act 2. They put their props and costumes away
at the end of every show. They were absolutely
committed to the success of the production. I salute
you! Each and every one of you! Although some of
you were only awarded half colours, you were all
honours students and actors in my eyes! I believe
that this production will live with me for a long
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time to come. It changed my life. I believe that it has
changed your lives too. All I can ask from you is this:
don’t forget the border!
On the day of the last performance I got a
message from Akerman stating that he would love
to see the show. I was so excited for the boys. On
the other hand, I was not that excited for myself.
After all, it was I who changed the original script
by replacing the hard core swear words, cutting
and changing the heavy scenes and even changing
the jokes. Anyway, Mr Akerman came, he saw
and was overwhelmed by the show and the boys’
performances. This is what he wrote to me after
the performance, “Once again, I’d just like to thank
you and the cast of “Somewhere on the Border” for
the excellent work you all did. I think you brought
the play wonderfully to life through your collective
commitment and passion. It is a passionate play and
without passionate performances it won’t really
come off the page. I thought all the actors engaged
so well with the characters they played and, in doing
so, all contributed to telling the story. When all is
said and done, that is the main purpose of a play: to
tell a story that involves the audience and, perhaps,
bring about a change in the way they think about
things. That I think you all did.” He became a bit
nostalgic when speaking to the boys afterwards
and said, “I was wondering when I wrote this play
28 years ago, if its relevance would survive in the
future and, after seeing the play tonight, I now know
that the message is still relevant today!”
A couple of weeks after the “Somewhere on the
Border” run, it was Remembrance Day at Boys
High. When the pipes played and the wreaths were
laid, I cried. I cried for Levitt, for Paul Marais and I
cried for the terrorist. And I remembered all the men
in our country who laid down their lives, who were
wounded and those who have still not recovered
emotionally from that dreadful war on the border.
May this never happen again in our beautiful
country.
Amanda van Zyl
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Inter-house Play Festival Programme
Abernethy
SHAKE AND BAKE by Xan Swart
Directed by : Xan Swart
Co-Director:
Royce Beaton
Cast:
Frans
Carlos Williams
Sebastian
Royce Beaton
Hansel
Mickail Bain
KB
Thapelo Aphane
Brutus
Xan Swart
Sesel
Daniël van der Merwe
Cornë
Xan Swart
Twakkie
Duan Swart
Extras
Brian Nixon
Gustaf Swart
TJ Bryant
Jario da Conceicao
Justin Marsh
Wesley Black
Heinrich Olmesdahl
David McDougall
Johaniel Lamprecht
José Norambuena
Sound:
Thomas Potgieter
Lights:
Kyle Dodds
Backstage:
Henk Delen
Arcadia
MY BIG FAT GREEK TABLE by Nicholas Petrou
Directed by Xan Swart
Arranged by Neill Barnardt and Ari Nicolaides
Cast in order of appearance:
Koos
Reinhardt Dreyer
Nicolette
Luke Nienaber
Nick
Mike Mpanya
Chorus
Form 1 Boys
Nicky
Nicholas Petrou
Nicholas
Aristides Nicolaides
Dad
Neill Barnardt
Mom
Kiandiko Kasure
Mr Nick
Aristides Nicolaides
Nicole
Connor Davis
Mr Ewart-Phippoulos
Keagan Schlunz
Armstrong
BLACK ADDER: BEER by Rowan Atkinson
Directed by: Brendon Harle
Cast:
Black Adder
Michael Graham
Percy
Brandon Harris
Baldrick
Sheldon Peters
Melchet
Chuma Petros
Queen
Brendan Harle
Nurse
Zaine da Silva
Lady Whiteadder
Stallone Siakam
Lord Whiteadder
Kurt Loots
Partridge
Evan Shuttleworth

Piddle
Travis Mitchell
Hofmeyr
SPEKESHLAS “SPIKE” HUR-VAMPIRE DETECTIVE by
Alyzzander Fourie
Directed by Niku Kruger
Co-Director: Martin Coetzee
Rodney Moreash
JJ van Niekerk
Veruschka
Ivan Liebenberg
Sidney Moreash
Lushan Chokalingham
Soekeshlas “Spike” Hur
Martin Coetzee
Juice Catalina
Niku Kruger
Gamtoos
De Wet Taljaard
Ghosts
Wesley Verhage
Chris Claassens
Pierre Rodgers
Technical Crew:
Paul van den Bergh
Matheson House
YES GUY by Brando Drepaniotis
Directed by Brando Drepaniotis
Cast:
Jason
Brendan Cox
Greg
John Mouton
Stuart
Brandon Booth
Melissa
Henri Massyn
Kelly
Fhumulani Maboho
Beggar
Samuel Oppelt
Mugger
Wihan Horn
Referee
Aqil Jeenah
Narrator
Brando Drepaniotis
Stef
Steph Kellaris
Cleaner
Dube Mgaju
Boer 1
Gerhard Kirsten
Boer 2
Cobus van der Merwe
Boer 3
Diban Ehlers
Boer 4
Fhumulani Maboho
Rugby Player
Christiaan van der Merwe
Boy 1
Seth Fobian
Boy 2
Vassili Kyriazis
Boy 3
Amir Rouhani
Rissik house
SIENER IN THE SLUMS with apologies to PG du Plessis
(Siener in die Suburbs)
Directed by George von Berg
Cast:
Narrator
John-Brown Mlangeni
Tommy
Lefa Kokong
Jakes
Lona Ngubegusha
Ma
Byron O’Grady
Nancy
Michael Beard
Russell
Ethan van der Walt
Vernon Koekemoer
Michael Koekemoer
Fè
Richard Pentz
Fred
Mcgyver Matatiele
Ted
Stuart Carnie
Radio
Michael Bond
The Pretorian

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

One Act Play Festival

139

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

One Act Play Festival

140

Zuma
Pa
Extras

Technical Crew

Given Manzini
Sean van Niekerk
Donovan O’Grady
Jordan Leppan
Meyrick Gallimore
Anthony Smith
Ben Rath
Greg Lavagna
Justin Thomas
Max von Johannides
Stuart Carnie
Nyakallo Lebakeng
Gaolese Moroeng
Wonder Machethe
Robert Els
Kevin Wylie

School House
HAIRSPRAY: MULLET EDITION by Smith, Whindus and Steele
Directed by Charles Smith, St John Whindus and Angus Steele
Cast:
Narrator
Angus Steele
Chris
Callum Healy
Tom
Omolemo Motalane
Dick
Vincent Ramantsima
Harry
Maremo Mokgabudi
Hobo
Matthew Duys
Johan (Main Breker)
Vaughan Smith
Brekers
Callan Bartlett
Ryan Bartlett
Jarrod Walters
Ryan Dewes
TV Presenter
Declan Gallagher
Mr Bean
Richard de Beyer
Britney Spears
Richard Howland
Naas Botha
Steven Schnetler
King Leonidas
Mitchell Harris
Ivan Barishnikov
Charles Smith
Shark Guy
Kevin van Staden
Borat
Conor Gallagher
Bear
David Fisher
Barack Obama
Ntokozo Mkhwanazi
Angels
Dustin Melton
Christiaan Erasmus
Liam Robinson
Breakdancer
Phetho Matlala
Bulls babe
St John Whindus
Technical crew:
Vaughan Primmer
Philip Simon
Solomon
THERE IS A FIRST TIME FOR EVERYTHING by Milan Olivier
Directed by James Orr and Steven Strange
Cast:
Johnny Nobody
Milan Olivier
TC
Michael Elliot-Murray
Kate
Goitseone Konopi
Mrs Meyers
Geoffrey Smuts
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Coach
Rockey
Cole
Don
Smithers
Kelly
Roxanne
Sammy
Priest
Technical Crew

Michael McLaggan
James van den Boogaard
Steven Strange
Kyle Lund
Gabriel Riley
Kyle Handley
Keamogetse Konopi
Nicholas Fourie
Mongezi Bosch
Grant McKenzie
Bryce Maier
Cameron Giovannoni
Rory Barlow
George Bowmaker-Falconer
Adam Engelbrecht

Sunnyside
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT by Rowan Atkinson
Directed by Michael Coni, Erin Bosman and Warren Hudson
Cast:
Captain Edmund Blackadder
Erin Bosman
Lt George
Warren Hudson
Private Baldrick
Ryan Bosman
General Melchett
Michael Coni
Corporal Perkins
Robbie Beckwith
Judges
Matthew Frayne
Steven Meyburgh
Clerk
Nicholas Petzwinkler
Corporal Jones
Riccardo Puciatti
Firing Squad
Michael Frayne
Matthew Harper
Nicholas Baker
Technical Crew
Matthew Pillans
Edward Mills
Louwrens Venter
Town
KILLER JOKE by Monty Python
Directed by Nicholas Leask and Cameron Thomson
Cast:
Narrator
Francois van Straten
General Lee
Costa Ellinas
General Grisham
Romario da Ponte
General 1
Alessio Perotti
General 2
Jon Seeliger
Hitler
Surprise Ngwenya
Detective
Francesco Prelorenzo
Ernest Scribbler
Cameron Thomson
Pillow Fighters
Dylan Thomson
Peter Roos
Soldiers
Brendan Cottrell
Raine Pienaar
Kern Leask
Charl Reyneke
Jonathan van der Breggen
Nicholas Leask
Trees
Felix McGregor
Stuart Nel
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Although comparisons are odious, this was
probably the best year yet for the Society in terms of
the diversity of activities and also the opportunities
for members to ﬂy. Much of this was made possible
through the generosity of parents and past pupils,
whose contributions we gratefully acknowledge.
The enthusiasm of Chairman Michael Collier and
this year’s members was obviously also an important
part of the Society’s success.
One of the first excursions was to Lanseria airport
and this was entirely due to the efforts of Richard
Maier who arranged that we not only visit his
company hangar but laid on lunch for the boys as
well as a host of exciting activities. Each boy was
taken for a ﬂight in a Beechcraft King Air 200 and
this was followed by a once-in-a-lifetime chance to
ﬂy in a Bell Huey helicopter, one of the most iconic
of choppers and a genuine Vietnam veteran to boot.
This was a surprise ﬂight and we could not have been
more thrilled, as evidenced by the broad smiles that
took days to wear off! In between ﬂights, members
were taken to an adjacent maintenance hangar
where they could view work being undertaken on a
variety of jet liners and freight aircraft. As if we had
not already been spoilt rotten, the afternoon was still
not over as we still went for a tour of the Execujet

facility with its hangar containing some of the most
expensive private jets in the country. The opulence
of the interiors is always an eye opener as is the high
standard of maintenance. All in all, it was a day that
left those who participated with their heads in the
clouds, both literally and figuratively.
As in past years we managed to line up a few
guest speakers. First up was past member Peter John
Norden, now a major in the SAAF and involved
with the training of combat pilots on the new Hawk
aircraft. He was thus ideally placed to provide
insights into what it takes to be part of the elite
chosen to ﬂy high performance jets. With many of
the videos of low-level sorties accompanied by loud
modern music, it went down a treat with the boys!
The next guest speaker was one of South Africa’s
most experienced pilots, Captain Brian Stableford,
also an old boy and an ex-SAA pilot. He kindly
agreed to speak on the much publicized forced
landing of an airliner onto the Hudson River. With
the aid of graphics that reconstructed the incident,
he provided an airline pilot’s perspective on this
amazing piece of ﬂying.
I was also a “guest” speaker, managing to finally
present the talk on the world’s largest air show event,
held annually at Oshkosh in the USA. Having won a
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Aeronautical Society

Front Row L–R: J Nel, A Shamu, M Collier (Chairman), Mr J Illsley (Teacher-in-Charge), J Whindus, F Retief, A Falanga.
Second Row L–R: R Barlow, J Dehlen, W du Toit, D Qi, A Dube, T Barlin, D du Plessis, S Pieterse.
Third Row L–R: B Maier, E Lawrenson, M Delaney, C Leslie, L Badenhorst, O Monyela, J Vliegenthart, D de Wet.
Back Row L–R: T Ditabi, K Rantloane.
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Aeronautical Society
trip to this aviation extravaganza in 2008, I was able
to use some of the thousands of photos taken to give
some idea of the scale of this gathering. Given the
mind boggling variety of aircraft types to be seen on
a site that covers hundreds of acres, this was no easy
task, but it did perhaps inspire some members to try
and visit Airventure week themselves one day.
A local excursion took us to Swartkop Air
Force Base where we were hosted by 16 Squadron
who operate a mix of the new Agusta 109 LUH
helicopters and the larger Oryxes. After a briefing on
the squadron’s role and training exercises, we were
given a guided tour of the hangar and were able to
see the aircraft at close quarters. Unfortunately we
were not taken for a ﬂight.
A major coup this year was securing four hours
one evening on the SAA 747 simulators together with
the services of a training captain. A PBHS parent
and current SAA B737 ﬂeet manager was able to
arrange this because no new Jumbo crew are being
trained and so the aspirant Boys High pilots were
all able to “ﬂy” a circuit in the simulator. As if that
were not sufficient a challenge, the training captain
threw the works at them, with engine fires and cabin
fires adding interest to the task. The realism even
extended to real (harmless) smoke filling the cockpit
during these emergencies. There were certainly a
lot of wide-eyed youngsters emerging from each

session! However, it must be said that most members
did a passable job of ﬂying the simulator of one of
the world’s largest airliners and the role that the
computer game MS Flight Simulator has played in
teaching the understanding of ﬂying controls is very
noticeable.
Because Society members had to be rotated
through the simulator sessions in small batches, the
rest of the group that went to SAA one evening were
taken to other training facilities in the immediate
vicinity. This included the area where all SAA pilots
begin and end ﬂights using this airport as well as the
cabin crew training area which has its own training
aids. Boys tried their hand at opening and closing
airliner doors (not as easy as you think) and viewed
the cabin mock up used for everything from learning
to serve meals to handling onboard emergencies.
Just before the group left the SAA training facility,
a happy coincidence put the cherry on top of a great
evening. Two Boys High old boys (one of them a past
Society member) called in to say hello to the boys.
Looking very smart in their SAA uniforms, they had
just landed from a ﬂight to and from Mauritius as
an “all Boys High” crew. This provided a priceless
bit of inspiration for those who hope to make their
career in aviation.
After a hiatus of a few years, we were fortunate
to again hold a Young Eagles day at Fly Inn airfield

1
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winners having their ﬂights at Swartkop and the
rest of the members visiting the SAAF Museum.
The ﬂights did not materialize that day and were
undertaken on a subsequent Saturday, so instead
the group was taken around the museum and we
then enjoyed a relaxed braai on the apron while
waiting for the ﬂypast of Cessna Caravans operated
by 41 Squadron who were holding a reunion. It was
dusk by the time the formations arrived, silhouetted
against the dramatic backdrop of a stormy sky. A
short ﬂying display followed as a fitting culmination
of this exciting year of activities.
The success of the year was in large measure due
to the kindness of PBHS parents who assisted in a
variety of ways. We gratefully acknowledge their
invaluable contribution: Mr Richard Maier for the
Lanseria excursion and ﬂights; Captain Nigel Keil
for the 747 simulator experience and Mr Len Collier
for his immense generosity in sponsoring the end of
year braai and the Harvard ﬂights. From all of us,
thank you gentlemen for your interest in the Society
and for your efforts. The Society also wishes to thank
the Royal Aeronautical Society of Southern Africa
for allocating an amount of money to be used for the
activities of our society.
John Illsley
Master-in Charge
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near Bapsfontein. After an informal lunch of braai
burgers and a number of short talks on a range of
aviation-related topics, the members in attendance
were allocated to the pilots who had kindly offered
to take boys for ﬂights. Because we had fewer
members than anticipated, the upshot was that
everyone went for two ﬂights, one of which was
in an Allouette II helicopter brought across from
Grand Central by its old boy owner. Other aircraft
used were a Cessna 180, Piper Cherokee, Jabiru and
Globe Swift. A grant from the Royal Aeronautical
Society of Southern Africa allowed us to subsidize
the fuel costs of most of the aircraft owners. A great
afternoon was had by all and it must be said that
the boys present were fine ambassadors for the
school.
With some splendid prizes in the offing, an
Aeroquiz competition had to be held this year
and was duly organized for one of the last Friday
afternoon meetings. Members who entered pitted
themselves against an aviation general knowledge
quiz of eighty questions. The top entrants were
Anesu Shamu, Jason Whindus, Joshua Dehlen,
Matthew Delaney, Shaun Pieterse, Alexander De
Wet, Joshua Nel, Willem Cronje and Peter Rayner.
The first four were the top scorers and therefore
winners of the Harvard ﬂights.
The year was meant to end with the Aeroquiz
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1. Winners of the Aeroquiz competition take to the air in
Harvards at Swartkops thanks to Mr Len Collier
2. Three of the Aeroquiz winners with Tony Smit at the
Harvard Club. The Society members were Matthew
Delaney (left); Francois Retief (second from right) and
Joshua Dehlen
3. The “troops” disembark from the Huey – a rare
opportunity
4. The group who ﬂew as “Young Eagles” at Fly Inn
airfield with organiser Karl Jensen whose polished
Cessna is in the background
5. Captain Nigel Keil of SAA explains the aerodynamic
principles behind modern airliners
6. Inside the cabin crew training facility at SAA:
learning how to open and close the door
The Pretorian
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1. Members of the Society who visited the 747 simulators of SAA. Two old boys who ﬂy for SAA called in to see us: Nigel Hopkins (extreme
right) and Hayden Tunmer (fifth from the left, middle row)
2. The chairman, Michael Collier, takes off in a Boeing 747 (simulator)
3. Society members board a Beechcraft King Air at Lanseria
4. “Young Eagles” ﬂown by EAA pilots admire a 1940s Globe Swift
5. Another “Young Eagle” candidate about to take to the air
6. The group who were privileged to ﬂy in the Huey courtesy of parents Richard Maier seen in the middle of the group
7. Flying in a King Air 200: a wonderful opportunity thanks to Mr Richard Maier
8. A visit to 16 Squadron SAAF to see the new Agusta 109 LUH helicopters
9. Members of the Society in front of the Boeing 747 simulators that they experienced
10. The Huey helicopter, a Vietnam ‘vet’ in which we ﬂew at Lanseria
The Pretorian
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Bridge Club
2009 has been a year of ups and downs for the
Bridge Club. With the advent of new and exciting
technologically challenging 21st century clubs
like the Computer Gaming clubs we, seen as old
fashioned and perhaps even as an anachronism –
most definitely not of "the new world order" – have
lost members at a rapid rate. Though some of the
stalwarts have faithfully attended meetings and
tried to keep the club alive, it seems as though we
shall soon have "played our last hand".
The Inter-High was our one success in the year
and we won the title convincingly for the 5th year
in a row. Unfortunately, however, by the third term
membership had declined to a point where we could

not play the School Championships. After three
attempts to hold the championships, we threw in
the towel as we could not even muster four tables.
It was a sad end to what had been a ﬂourishing club
for the last sixteen years.
In the new year we shall make a concerted effort
to get the club up and running. With a strong
membership drive we hope to breathe new life into
the ﬂagging club. In closing I thank all the faithful
and wish our matric members good luck in their
future endeavours.
Helene Donaldson
M.I.C. Bridge Club

Front Row L–R: R van Zyl, A Jerrett, Mrs H Donaldson (Teacher-in-Charge), J Cox, A Wang.
Second Row L–R: D Qi, A Nicholaides, A Calamas, K Lai, D Pillay, R Appana, H Chong.
Third Row L–R: L Masters, C Hsu, Y Yen, S Masters, B Cox.
Back Row L–R: M Lombard, J Coetzee.

Business Club Report
When future generations of economics students
open their textbooks, they will most probably see a
whole chapter dedicated to the “2008/2009 Global
Financial Crisis”. Their lecturers will pour over the
details of overall economic calamity, how credit
markets were frozen, of interest rates then being at
their lowest level in 345 years and of the extreme
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greed that contributed to the crisis.
The Business Club of 2009 has a significant role to
play in the content of future textbooks. Will chapters
read as “South Africa: the rise of a global giant” or
“South Africa: the demise of a once proud nation”?
2009 has been a fascinating year for the Business
Club. The Business Club is enrolled in the best

“course” one can ask for: The Financial Crisis.
On a weekly basis students watch and learn how
Governments and Central Banks react to the ever
changing economic circumstances. They see the
positive and negative effects of the decisions made
and through this gain insight into the size and
complexity of the problems we face.
The Business Club has made great progress in
the understanding of the financial crisis. Students
have come to understand the components that have
contributed to the crisis. These include: financial
instruments, asset bubbles, reckless credit extension
and greed. Students have also delved into other
aspects of financial markets such as the bonds,
equities and derivatives.
Students participated in the 2009 JSE Liberty
Life Investment Challenge. The Challenge allows
students to trade and manage a virtual portfolio of
equities which simulate the actual movements on
the JSE. Congratulations must go to the members of
the team Iconic Unlimited: Ivan Eggers, Alexander
Johannes, Sakhe Mkosi and Yuan-Chih Yen who
performed fantastically and achieved a fourth place
overall (against all other teams throughout South
Africa). These boys were invited to the annual prize
giving at the JSE where they each received R1000 in
SATRIX shares, a framed certificate, a freebees and
a buffet lunch.
One of the highlights of the year was a presentation
by Mr Frank Blackmore, an old boy and Senior
Economist at KPMG. Mr Blackmore discussed the
reasons for the crash in the world economy, its

consequences, how consumers should react and a
possible end to the economic crisis.
The following boys were the first to be awarded
Business Club colours in the history of Pretoria Boys
High School: Full Colours (Achievement): Ivan Eggers,
Alexander Johannes, Sakhe Mkosi and Yuan-Chih Yen.
Half Colours (Service): Kyle Dodds, Daniel
Tshimbombo and Shannon Dalton.
Our members are extremely fortunate to have a
sage-like old boy in Joachim Lubbe to guide them
and share his tremendous knowledge and wisdom.
Joachim Lubbe deserves special credit for his selﬂess
sharing of his time and knowledge. Thank you to our
Chairman, Kyle Dodds, and his Deputy Chairman,
Daniel Tshimbombo for their work throughout the
year.
The members of the business club deserve special
praise for their dedication in attending our weekly
meetings on Friday afternoons. I trust that the boys
benefited and look forward to seeing them again next
year with some exciting activities in the pipeline.
Thank you to Miss van Zyl for her continued support
of the Business Club.
To the students I would like to say: You are the
future leaders of South Africa. You will determine
what future textbooks will say about South Africa.
Work hard, be honest and remain humble.
I look forward to see what 2010 has in store for the
Business Club!
Jaydon Kelly
Master in Charge

Joachim Lubbe
Investment expert
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Business Club

Front Row L–R: D Jooste, T Masilela, S Ngelanga, D Paterson, K Dodds, C Ellinas, F Prelorenzo, L Badenhorst, J Tlokotsi.
Second Row L–R: C Cornwall, R Cunningham, N Mboya, J Venter, A Johannes, Y Yen, S Mkosi, M Mahao, I Mohungoo.
Back Row L–R: Mr Kelly (Master-in-Charge), R Pietese, R Swart, E Rademeyer, C Kyriacou, C Craig, J Lubbe (Founder).
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Chess Club
This year the Chess Club of Pretoria Boys High School
added another tradition to the long list of already
cherished activities: The PBHS SWISS tournament.
What started off as a means of measuring the Form
Ones’ talent against the rest of the Club Members,
developed into a full scale internal tournament that
is enjoyed by Club members and non-members
alike. We are very thankful to Mr. Allen Harding
who initiated and helped develop the tournament
to its current status. It is therefore right that this
tournament from now on will be known as the Allen
Harding SWISS.
Shortly after the SWISS the Grey College National
Chess Tournament followed – always a popular
and skills enriching experience. And it is not ONLY
Chess skills we are referring to. There are, after all,
many girls attending the tournament!
The U15 team performed very well this year
by finishing second in the D4 High School Chess
League. They were consequently invited to the
Gauteng Top Schools League, where they ended up

in the 4th position. We look forward to seeing these
promising young players develop into the great men
of PBHS Chess!
A hearty word of thanks to each and every
Club Member who contributed to all the fun and
seriousness of the Club. A special word of thanks
to the Committee Members: Albert Mijburgh
(Chairman), Edward Mills, Shervaux Hwang and
Byron Harding.
Congratulations to everyone who had the
privilege of experiencing the appreciation of their
contributions more tangibly: Emilio Singh who won
the F1 Championship, Sung Eun Park who has been
awarded the Trophy for earning the most points
for the U15 team, Shervaux Hwang who has been
awarded the Trophy for earning the most points for
the U19 team, and Sakhe Mkosi who won the School
Chess Open Championship.
We would also like to thank the rest of the PBHS
boys for supporting the efforts of the Club by
always participating so eagerly in the Inter House

Front Row L–R: S Hwang, E Mills, Mev H Baptiste (Teacher-in-Charge), B Harding, M Koekemoer.
Back Row L–R: F Raw, M Birch, N Barnardt, S Mkosi, G Moroeng.
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Chess Championship. Hearty congratulations to the
performers:
First 4 positions of the Senior Inter-House Chess
League:
1. Abernethy House
with
32 ½
points
2. Arcadia House
with
23
points
3. Rissik House
with
22 ½
points
4. Hofmeyr House
with
21 ½
points
First 4 positions of the Junior Inter-House Chess
League:
1. Solomon House
with
24 ½
points
2. Sunnyside House
with
21
points
3. Abernethy House and School House both with
20 ½
points
May all the wonderful and intriguing experiences
of 2009 serve to develop the PBHS Chess Club into
an environment where ever richer and more precious
memories are made.

Shervaux Hwang

The Committee Members of the PBHS Chess Club for 2009
L–R: Edward Mills, Byron Harding, Albert Mijburgh
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Creative Writing Club
It has been a truly eventful year for the Creative
Writing Club. Although a small club, the members
are dedicated and passionate about writing and the
creative process. Most Friday afternoon meetings
were attended by all club members. A variety of
topics was dealt with during these meetings which,
more often than not, engendered heated debate
amongst those present. This has led, I believe, to a
newfound appreciation for the fact that different
genres appeal to different individuals. It has also
helped members to find their niche whilst still
challenging them to sharpen their pencils and try
their hand at something new.
We attended the launch of Oscar Pistorius’ book
held in the Carlton Sun Hotel and found Oscar to be
very approachable. It was the first excursion of this
kind that we have undertaken and it opened our eyes
to the world of publishing which we aspire to enter.
Poems and written work were submitted on a
regular basis to an evaluation panel for perusal
and feedback. We found this a very worthwhile
exercise and will therefore repeat it in 2010. The
panel members who so willingly engaged with this
endeavour were Mrs H Stuart, Mr K McEvoy, Mr J
Page, Mr L Keeton and Ms A van Zyl. To these panel
members a heartfelt thank you for your effort, time
and input in the betterment of our writing.
The Poetry Appreciation Evening held on 7 May
2009 in the Battissphere was intended as a showcase
of the work produced by the club and as such was
a resounding success. The evening was attended
by invited guests, Mr Schroder and a number of
Pretoria Boys High teachers (and their spouses in
some instances). A total of twenty written pieces
of varying lengths were performed on the evening.
The guest speaker for the evening was Leti Kleyn
from the Unit for Creative Writing at the University

of Pretoria who addressed the audience on the
Creative Process. The aspirant writers and poets
presented their work orals which demanded some
serious preparation and a dollop of drama. Nervousness threatened to torpedo the evening but one and
all came through the experience with ﬂying colours.
The quality of the work on offer was remarked
upon by numerous guests. This served to fire the
imagination of members even further. As a result
of the success of the evening the club was awarded
the Arts and Culture Award during assembly on 22
May 2009. The award was collected by Cornel van
der Westhuizen on behalf of the club.
Cornel also became the first Creative Writing club
member to receive an Honours award later in the
year. We wish to thank Cornel for his immeasurable
contribution to the club and would like to take this
opportunity to wish him well in his future writing
career.
As part of our exploration of how co-operation
between the different clubs and societies at Pretoria
Boys High could enrich the writing experience a
joint Creative Writing Club – Drama evening was
planned for 27 August 2009. On the evening some
of the pieces produced by us would have been
dramatised and performed by the members of the
Drama club. Haiku poems were written and passed
on to the Photographic Society with the intention
that they were to attempt to capture an image of
what was portrayed in words. Unfortunately this
endeavour was adversely affected by Mrs van Zyl’s
prolonged illness in combination with a number of
other factors. As a result of the intrinsic value of such
an exercise, we plan to make this a reality in 2010.
K Stenos
Teacher-in-charge

Everlasting Contrast of Existence
Greyscale darkened, smog-fill’ed, mourning skies
Creeping out above our self-indulged heads
Our scornful, spiteful spirits do with hate slay
All those whom hath brought a light to the world

Gradually we commit mass suicide
We deceive any soul for power
Devastate all that surrounds us for wealth
Kill our brethren for whatever stays

Our tyrant’s oblivion is well made
For in our haste we vilify true hearts
And idolize those curs’ed wicked fools
Whom in their mirth create our destruction

Maiden warmly healst my shattered heart
Mother lovingly shield my scarr’ed soul
Crone wisely guide me along light’s path
Goddess spirit within the circles cast

Our time hath come, our end now approacheth
We pray to the many deities made
For mercy to doth come from the heavens
And pity feel for our scornful race

Woe for our pitiless, dark-hearted kind
Everlasting our oblivion is
Our contrasted life-lines agree with pain
The existence of man shalt soon conclude
Neil Van Bergen
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