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Tony Reeler – newly-appointed Headmaster of Pretoria Boys High School

Mr Tony Reeler
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ER In July 2010, Pretoria Boys High was pleased to 
welcome the seventh Headmaster of the school as he 
took offi ce. Anthony David Reeler was born in 1965 
into a family of teachers. His father, Mike, who spent 
part of his high school career at PBHS, was Principal 
at Settlers High and Headmaster at Rondebosch 
Boys High in the period between 1977 and 1986. 
His mother was a mathematics teacher and Deputy 
Headmistress at Rustenburg Girls High (in Cape 
Town). Tony’s sisters are both mathematics teachers 
(and he has a brother in 
the IT industry). Going 
back to even an earlier 
generation, Tony’s 
maternal grandmother 
was a Latin teacher 
and a Headmistress at 
Kaffrarian Girls High 
in East London. In 
short, there is plenty of 
education DNA in the 
family!

Tony attended 
Rondebosch Prep and 
Rondebosch Boys High 
School, matriculating at 
the tender age of 16 in 
1981. During his time at 
Rondebosch Boys High 
he achieved academic colours, played U16A rugby, 
2nd XI cricket, 1st Team Table Tennis and did javelin 
in athletics. In his matric year he served as Deputy 
Head Boy. He then went on to study at the University 
of Cape Town where he completed a BSc degree, 
majoring in Mathematics with sub majors of Physics 
and Chemistry. His postgraduate Higher Diploma 
of Education studies saw him being awarded the 
accolade of Best Science Student. While at UCT, 
Tony played in the U20A rugby team for three years, 
the last of them as captain. After university, Tony 
completed his two years of National Service in the 
army, initially at Kimberley where he completed an 
offi cers’ course and later in East London where he 
was posted.

Tony’s teaching career began in 1988 at Grey High 
School in Port Elizabeth. During the next eleven 

years he taught Science and Mathematics, going on 
to become Head of Mathematics. In his fi nal years at 
the school he was Director of Resources. His time at 
the school also saw him serve as a boarding master 
for four years, the 1st XV rugby coach for three years 
and the 2nd XI cricket coach. During this time Tony 
established and taught weekly classes in a night 
school for township students.

The next phase of Tony’s career saw him move 
to Cape Town where he took up an appointment as 

a Deputy Headmaster of 
Rondebosch Boys High 
School. He became the 
Senior Deputy and head of 
sport while still teaching 
mathematics. During part 
of his time at Rondebosch 
he also coached the 1st XV 
rugby, 1st XI cricket and 
the school’s golf teams.

In 2003 Tony was 
appointed as Headmaster 
of Pinelands High School 
in Cape Town. This was 
his fi rst experience of co-
educational education, 
something that presented 
its own challenges. His 
time at that school saw 

him place a strong emphasis on marketing, the 
promotion of diversity and classroom innovation.

Tony is married to Rose, who is a primary school 
teacher and they have two children, a son, Michael-
John (who is a pupil at Boys High) and a daughter, 
Lexie.

Tony is passionate about all aspects of education 
and is keen to apply his considerable experience to 
the task of heading PBHS. His other interests include 
reading, music and sport, especially golf in which he 
plays off a four handicap.

In welcoming Tony Reeler and his family to the 
school we wish them a long and happy association 
with Boys High.

John Illsley
Second Master
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Address by the Guest Speaker, Mr Clive Roos, at the Valediction 
Ceremony
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Guest Speaker

The Governing Body Chair, Mr Beckwith, Mr 
Reeler, honoured guests, staff, parents and 
young men of Pretoria Boys’ High School – 

Thank you for the very kind invitation to be with 
you on this important occasion and also for the 
even kinder words of welcome and introduction. 
My mother would have loved it – my own children 
would be alarmed and puzzled. They have never 
come to terms with the fact that running a school or 
an education system is real work. When they were 
in primary school and were asked the usual question 
about what their parents did for a living they agreed 
to say that I directed the traffi c. As a result I had 
more than one request from their various teachers 
for advice about how to have their parking tickets 
cancelled. 

Apart from knowing this fi ne school well as part 
of my professional life, my relationship with it is 
also of quite a personal nature. Firstly, your previous 
Headmaster was my neighbour in Cape Town for a 
number of years before taking up his appointment 
here. My older son – who turned 26 yesterday – used 
to as a very young and exuberant boy – hang over 
the wooden fence between our houses and give Mrs 
Schroeder completely unsolicited and unnecessary 
advice about her gardening. How unnecessary this 
advice was has been demonstrated in the gardens at 
Pretoria Boys’ over many years. 

Secondly, I have known Mr Reeler since he was 
one year old and his father and I were on the staff 
of the same school. I have followed his career with 
great interest and was delighted when he was asked 
to become Headmaster here. Because of our long 
association I am sure that you are asking yourselves 
with some amazement how it is possible that I have 
known him for so many years and was still able to 
get onto the stage unaided tonight! Little did I know 
in those days where he was headed. For these are 
indeed very important and infl uential positions. 
Not for nothing did Winston Churchill claim that 
Principals have powers that Prime Ministers can 
only dream about. 

Of all the speaking occasions I accept, ones such 
as this are for me the most diffi cult because of the 
variety of the audiences – staff, friends of the school, 
parents and learners. Try to speak to all and you go 
nowhere. My approach is always to speak to the fi ne 
young people whose development and achievements 
are being celebrated here tonight. After all – schools 
are about young people and their development. If 
schools are not about the young people who pass 
through these institutions, I am not at all sure that 

their existence can be justifi ed. So my apologies to 
the other sections of the audience. 

At the outset, I want to congratulate all the 
learners whose excellence and achievements have 
been recognized at this ceremony. The modern 
tendency is to play down success and to point to 
external advantages and disadvantages as the main 
drivers of achievement or the lack of it. However, I 
am certainly under no illusion about the amount of 
consistent hard work and effort which has to be put 
in by most people to attain real success. Loyalty and 
merely turning up are simply not enough. 

In his various books on the theme of good to great, 
Collins in analysing what produces success comes to 
the following conclusion: Greatness is not a function of 
circumstances; greatness, it turns out, is largely a matter 
of conscious choice and discipline. So well done to all 
the achievers. You deserve the acknowledgement.

In the same vein, however, I want to add two 
other thoughts. I have been in schools and education 
for too long not to know that the sum total of this 
school community is also made up of the 1000s of 
smaller, everyday successes that you all achieve – 
the once off, the informal – yet for the person who 
achieves this – just as important. Well done to you 
as well. 

And while on the theme of success, we all need to 
be reminded that failing a task or a challenge does 
not make us failures. If it did, many people would 
simply never try. We all attempt things because they 
are important to us. This takes courage. This needs 
us to rise above ourselves and our limitations. In 
THAT attempt – that effort – lies a special sort of 
success. 

As human beings, we make things happen. It is 
not suffi cient simply to believe that they will happen. 
This school continues to thrive and grow because of 
conscious decisions taken by people at crucial times. 
These people did not simply believe that the school 
would automatically be OK.

During the course of this year, this has been 
illustrated through two markedly different events. 
There were many who believed that South Africa 
would not be able to stage a successful World Cup. 
However, the commitment of many and a willingness 
to break through traditional restrictions and 
limitations proved the doubters wrong. Admittedly, 
only time will tell whether the World Cup brings the 
promised longer term benefi ts. But the World Cup 
was staged and was clearly well staged. 

More recently, the world has watched fascinated 
at the combined efforts being made in Chile to rescue 
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Guest Speaker
a group of miners trapped deep below the surface 
in very threatening circumstances. Their successful 
rescue has surely strengthened our belief in what can 
be achieved through the combined dedicated efforts 
of human beings working for the common good.

Before I leave the subject of success I would like 
to thank – and I am sure that I do this on your behalf 
– the Headmaster and entire staff of this school for 
their role in all of this. Can we please have a round 
of applause for them!

From here in a few short weeks you go out into 
what people like to call the real world. I want to look 
at some of the features of that world. Certainly it is 
very different from the world I went into on leaving 
school and signifi cantly different from the world 
entered by your parents. 

In 1985 – just 25 years ago – there was no internet 
and there were no cell phones. The Berlin Wall was 
still in place and there was much that hampered 
the free movement of goods and people across the 
globe. 

In 2010 there are over 5 billion cell phones and 
1000 new users are added every minute world wide. 
Over 1 billion of these cell phone users have access 
to mobile broadband facilities. Mr Reeler tells me 
that there are days when it seems as if all 5 billion 
cell phones are in this school at the same time!

In 2010 there are more than 1.9 billion internet 
connections – 5.3 million in South Africa alone. 
Goods and people move freely in many parts of the 
world and regionalism has become more important 
than nationalism. 

We talk about the new economy of globalised 
markets in which the adding of value is a key 
element. The old economy was about resource 
exploitation. For young people just beginning to 
participate in this economy the new features have 
profound implications. In the old economy there were 
unskilled, semi skilled and skilled jobs. Often in the 
new economy, you either have the skills or you are 
marginalised. Increasingly where entry into the old 
economy was based on material assets and position 
in society, today it is based on knowledge and skills 
– and knowledge that changes at a frightening pace. 
In addition, jobs are no longer bound by geography. 
In his various books on the theme of The Flat World 
[The Globalised World] Thomas Friedman gives 
many examples including:
• The USA General Electric call center which 

actually operates from India with local Indian 
employees trained to speak with an American 
accent.

• The number of residents of New York State who 
have their tax returns completed by specialists in 
India.

• The electronic transfer of medical information 
across the world in order to obtain a second 
opinion. 

In confi rming this challenge Friedman says:
In sum, it was never good to be mediocre in your job, 

but in a world of walls, mediocrity could still earn you a 
decent wage. You could get by and then some. In a fl atter 
world you really do not want to be mediocre or lack any 
passion for what you do. Parental advice has gone from 
‘Finish your dinner – people in India and China are 
starving’ to ‘Finish your homework – people in India and 
China are starving for your job’. And in a fl at world they 
can have it. For in a fl at world there is no such thing as an 
American job. There is just a job and in more cases than 
ever before it will go to the best, smartest, most productive 
or cheapest worker – no matter where he or she resides.

In this changing situation it is easy to get things 
spectacularly wrong. In many ways, the devastating 
recession from which we are beginning to recover 
is partly the result of such misjudgement. In earlier 
times, people made similar mistakes. The impact 
was simply less widespread. When in 1950 the CEO 
of British Aerospace said that man would never walk 
on the moon, it was still possible to recover from this 
profound misreading of the situation. 

Of course, all these changes also mean that we 
have more choices and opportunities and that in 
many parts of the world the emphasis has shifted 
to a focus on individual worth rather than the 
group. This in itself has interesting consequences 

• The electronic transfer of medical information
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the traditionally important sports – ice hockey and 
baseball – are being abandoned by many people who 
want to participate in individual sports in their own 
time. In the last 10 years the fastest growing sport in 
the USA has been skateboarding – now listed by 15 
million people of all ages as their sport of choice. It 
is interesting to speculate about the impact of this 
trend in South Africa.

What about the Grade 12 class of 2010? Will they 
manage? Let’s take a look at what we know. Recent 
research claims that of our young people currently 
in high school, 20% will do jobs in their lifetime that 
have not yet been invented. For learners in primary 
school the percentage is even higher. While this is 
challenging we must remember that the learners we 
are talking about:
• Have not lived a day in a world without internet 

and mobile technology
• Can multi-task with ease and handle multiple 

sources of data
• Thrive on random access
• Work best when networked with peers
• Are entrepreneurial
• Have very high fi nancial and personal ambitions
• Will not make a career out of one employer and 

are likely to hold many different jobs
These young people are the true digital natives 

and often refer to their teachers as digital tourists.
All of this presents challenges to school like 

Pretoria Boys’ High and demands that over and 
above the offi cial curriculum it is exposing its 
learners to thinking and problem solving skills, 
systems thinking and interpersonal and collaborative 
opportunities – and perhaps Mandarin Chinese! 
I have every confi dence – given its history of high 
standards and adapting to quite startling changes 
in South Africa that this school will rise to the 
challenge. 

I would like to close with one last caution – this 
fast changing world is also a world in which it has 
become very easy [and fashionable] to blur the edges 
– particularly the edges of an appropriate value 
system. Helped by intense exposure visual images/ 
sound bites/ SMS language the proper meaning of 
words fades. 

At a trivial level you can hear this any weekend 
by listening to your average sports commentator. 
Their tools of trade are words – but they consistently 
ignore the meaning of words and use them as they 
see fi t – the batsman has literally committed suicide/ 
to coin a cliché.

So it becomes diffi cult to tell the difference 
between right and wrong, honesty and dishonesty,

entrepreneurship and greed, individuality and 
selfi shness

So, above all, if you are leaving this school with 
a clear idea of these differences you will be well 
equipped indeed to meet the challenges.Thank you 
for your patience and hospitality. 

The main stage party for the Valediction Ceremony (L–R) : John Illsley (Second Master); Clive Roos (guest speaker); Tony Reeler (Headmaster); 
Gavin Beckwith (Chairman SGB); James Lourens (representing the Old Boys’ Association).
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Matric Speeches
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If you believe that, you have clearly had too many 
of them and have not spoken to the matrics who 
recently took part in the Red Bull boxcart race. Ask 
Ben and Josh; it was a spectacular crash!!!

Boys High has given us our wings! And it is now 
time to let those wings get some mileage and allow 
us to soar into the unknown! The matrics of 2010 are 
ready for take-off, with no crash envisaged!

It is said that the most valuable gifts parents 
can give their children are roots and wings. At our 
commencement ceremony, in this very same hall 5 
years ago, that is exactly what our parents indirectly 
gave us. They enrolled us at a world-class school 
with top-class values and

traditions whose outstanding teachers have given 
us wings to fl y into the future.

One of those teachers who really wanted to make 
sure we would spread our wings with confi dence 
and success was our Form 4 Guidance teacher, the 
one and only Mr. Schroder. We were the last Form 
4’s privileged enough to be under his guidance 
and although a few of the naughtier boys had 
their wings clipped by him, what I am sure we all 
remember even more vividly is him stating the main 
requirement for happiness and success is PASSION! 
Passion to face the world around us and to stand up 
and be counted! With passion and the ability to see 
the brighter side of life, anything is possible! Passion 
has engulfed us at Boys High, from singing the war 
cries in the freezing midnight waters of the Form 1 
camp to watching the 1st XV rugby boys swallowing 
their pride and shedding the odd tear as they win 
their last game on Brooks Field.

The passion that we have felt run through our 

veins at Boys High should never die and we need to 
keep on coming back to these beautiful, lush, forested 
grounds and historical buildings to recharge that 
passion that we have felt in some way or another 
during the past 5 years – whether it is to watch our 
brothers perform in the Inter-House plays or our 
skiv put on that Candies jersey for the fi rst time or 
even, one day, dropping our son off at East Gate.

As our fi nal few days of sitting in this glorious 
hall draw to an end, we should take a look around 
at the faces with whom we have shared so many 
marvellous times and make a passionate effort to 
remember the times we have shared because as the 
years roll by, faces will change, hair will recede but 
the memories we have made will never fade!

I think the words of “Five Hundred Faces” 
describe the last few days of our time at Boys High 
far better than what I ever could …

“Five hundred faces alive with glee! 
Trials are over; the term is done 

(although we do fi rst need to fi nish some small exams) 
With all its glory and toil and fun; 
And boyhood’s a dream of the past for me! 
 Yet the time may come, though you scarce know 
why, 
When your eyes will fi ll 
At the thought of the Hill, 
And the wild regret of the last good-bye.”

It is now time to say A ‘goodbye’ but it is not the 
last ‘goodbye’ because the friendships that we have 
forged through crying and laughing together will 
draw us back through the special powers of that 
‘Boys High magic’ 

WE WILL MEET AGAIN!

Matric pupils who performed duties during the Valediction Ceremony.
(L–R): Keith Kichenbrand; Jordan Leppan (Deputy Head Prefect); Vincent Ramantsima; Matthew Currie (Head Prefect).
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Staff, and the Matrics of 2010. It seems like only 
yesterday when we came here from so many 
different backgrounds, so many different schools, 
and so many different cultures; only yesterday, we 
sang Five Hundred Faces to a Boys High family. 
Today, I’m so privileged to say that we’re a part 
of that family and part of that society. We know 
only one culture, one school, one background, one 
set of customs, and one way of life. All we know is 
Pretoria Boys High. 

Passionate, driven, determined, unique, is Boys 
High summed up in a few words. 

I often look back on my life, and although I 
cannot remember in detail half of the eighteen years 
I have lived, the best and most memorable years of 
my life lie at Boys High. Is it the school’s sheer size 
and beauty … the teachers in their Batman capes or 
even, for the boarders, the mouth-watering dining 
hall food? No, it is much more. It is the Brotherhood 
of Men we’ve become a part of and accustomed to. 
The saying that “Life is determined by what you’ve 
achieved or acquired” is often misinterpreted; it is 
rather the friends you make and the memories you 
leave behind that determine your life. 

Here are some of my very favourite memories of 
the school. 

7th June 2008, two minutes before the fi nal 

whistle during the 1st team rugby game at that 
school from across the railway line. This is one of 
my fondest memories of PBHS. One of the biggest 
schoolboy rugby derbies was drawing to an end, 
and we were in the driving seat. History was about 
to be made. At that moment, nothing else mattered. 
Although an astounding 20,000 people were there 
that day, it felt as if we could almost feel a rhythm 
around us, every vessel and every heart was for 
Boys High. On that day, Victory at Affi es was our 
destiny. When the whistle blew and we all ran 
onto that fi eld to applaud our heroes, do you not 
remember that pride, that love, and that question 
you posed to yourself? Why would I want to be 
anywhere else? 

The best lessons I had as a little Grade 8 were 
none other than Mr Dorlas’s Science periods. We’d 
always be so enthusiastic to hear his war stories and 
his ultimate survival techniques: the push-ups, sit-
ups, and holding school bags over our heads for 
what seemed to be a lifetime and Mr. Dorlas, in a 
very subtle tone, whispering “Welcome to Hell, 
boys!” For causing pain, Mr Dorlas earned a Gold 
Medal but for giving ‘lates’, Mr Fielding certainly 
takes the cake. 

It is often mentioned how amazing and special it 
is at Boys High that the biggest slumps can bring 
about the most fruitful outcomes. Early this year 

The guest speaker, Mr Clive Roos and the Headmaster, Mr Tony Reeler.
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afterwards, his, Adam Reynecke’s funeral took 
place. The way in which the spirit, kindness, and 
love of three hundred boys amalgamated to reach 
out to one of their own truly touched my heart. That, 
right there, is a feeling unique only to this school. A 
feeling found only at Pretoria Boys High. 

Mr Schroder’s fi nal assembly will remain a lasting 
memory for those who witnessed it. Is it normal for 
old boys to travel thousands of kilometres to pay 
tribute to a man who has given his absolute all for 
a school? I was fortunate to be standing outside 
the hall that day when this god-like fi gure walked 
out covered in tears. Initially ten old boys started 
queuing to bid him farewell, then the numbers 
multiplied, and continued to increase. 

Bearing all this in mind, the last fi ve years have 
been like climbing a mountain for me. We’ve endured 
earthquakes that have shaken us and cyclones may 
have broken us during our climb, and although the 
wind blows hard against us, we just keep on going 
because nothing can stop us from getting where we 
want to be and being who we want to be. Eventually 
when we triumph and get to the top of that mountain, 
when all the smog and the fog and the rain and the 
dew settle down, we’ll fi nd the most amazing view 
at the top of that mountain we’ve conquered, and 
in every direction, every course and every bearing, 
there will forever be a glimmer of RED, WHITE and 
GREEN. 

Thomas Edison once said that “Life’s greatest 
failures are people who didn’t realise how close 
they were to succeeding before they gave up.” 
Times change, people change, and in many 
different ways, the school has changed too, but the 
core values that stay true to Boys High have never 

changed. The school has instilled in us a sense of 
accountability, responsibility and the belief that 
there is something more powerful than ourselves. 
Whether it be God or the power of love, Boys High 
has changed the boy I was into the almost-man that 
I am today. 

My boss, (we refer to them as “mentors” 
nowadays), often asked me back in 2006, “What 
legacy do you want to leave behind?” and I still 
ask myself the same question today, “When all is 
said and done, will you have done more than you 
have said you would?” The answer, ultimately, lies 
within. 

Mr Smit and I wrote a poem about Boys High 
and every time I read it, it reminds me so vividly 
of what I will always remember and keep in 
my heart. The poem is entitled “Goodbye Old 
School.”

Goodbye Old School 
So much to say
On this annual dreaded day.
Tears fi ll my eyes
As I prepare to say my fi nal goodbyes. 
We learned much wrong though never deviated 

from the way,
But every minute was worth the stay:
From an unforgettable First Team match
To a heart-stopping boundary catch. 
Blitzes, lates and bells,
Maths, Science and school pals,
Last Post, Schroder and Jacaranda trees,
Become a part of distant memories.
This awesome school upon the hill,
Has all become so surreal.
But this place is truly not a myth,
Tis here we learned how “to live!”

Afrikaanse toespraak
Geagte meneer Reeler, eregaste, onderwysers, ouers, 
medeleerlinge en vriende.

Ongeveer vyf jaar gelede, is ons in die vrugbare 
grond van Boys High geplant. Ons eerste gieter 
water is in ons oriënteringsweek aan ons gegee, 
waarna ons toegelaat is om tydens die vorm een 
kamp te ontkiem. Verward, vreesbevange en propvol 
onsekerheid het ons in week twee die skoolgronde 
binnegestap. Soos die kwesbare stammetjie van 'n 
nuut ontkiemde saad, het ons deur die vrugbaarste 
grond gevorder, todat ons die eerste kollig in die tóé 

duisternis, kon sien. Soos die gesegde lui: “Buig die 
boompie terwyl hy nog jonk is.” As jong gebuigde 
plante het ons deur ons graad agt jaar gevorder en die 
wonders van ons grond, Boys High, beleef en soveel 
as moontlik probeer absorbeer. Dit was daardie jaar 
toe ons geleer het presies hoe 'n seun respek teenoor 
'n onderwyser moet toon, hoe bevoorreg elkeen 
van ons was, en steeds is, om juis in hierdie grond 
geplant te kon word en groei, voordat ons met ons 
eie bloeisels sou kon pronk.

Die groeiproses was egter alles behalwe maklik 
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en elke seisoen, elke jaar in hierdie omgewing, het sy 
eie uitdagings gelewer. Daar is 'n spreekwoord wat 
lui: “Daar is geen vyand soos te véél voorspoed nie.” 
Elkeen van ons moes met 'n sterk leiershand in die 
regte rigting gestuur word. Nes 'n boompie wat se 
stam aan 'n stokkie vasgemaak word om hom regop 
te laat groei, het ons onderwysers, leiers en ouers ons 
die lewenseien-skappe van verantwoordelikheid, 
trots, lojaliteit en respek geleer. In die klas het ons 
inderdaad geleer hoe om 'n literêre opstel te skryf, 
hoe om kontantvloeistate te voltooi, hoe om Newton 
se wette toe te pas, getalpatrone te ontleed en presies 
te weet hoe om D majeur van B mineur te onderskei. 
Ons ou boertjies het in die Engelse klas geleer hoe 
om te sê: “I am”, “We are” en nie “I is” en “Ma’am, 
how much time are left” nie.

As jong boompies het ons dikwels die wind van 
vóór gekry. Hierdie wind was aanvanklik in die 
vorm van liedboekies vergeet of bywoningsvorms 
wat nie genoeg handtekeninge bevat het nie, maar 
soos wat die groeiproses gevorder het, het elke boom 
'n sterker wind van voor gekry. Eksamenreekse, 
sperdatums en die neiging om af en toe per ongeluk 
nie 'n saalbyeenkoms by te woon nie, het dikwels 
daartoe gelei dat hierdie wind, t.o.v ons onderwysers, 
uit die verkeerde hoek gewaai het.

Die werklikheid is egter dat géén boomstam 
kan groei of verdik sonder om aan die elemente 
van die natuur blootgestel te word nie. Johan 
Combrink skryf: “Ken jy één regop boom sonder 
krom wortels?” Daar is elke jaar aan ons blare 
en takke gesnoei om te verseker dat ons as regop 
bome ontwikkel. Alhoelwel die skool streng t.o.v 
die lengte van ons hare is, staan die blare waarna 
ek verwys nie direk in verband met ons haarlengte 
nie. Nee, die blare is die kennis wat ons deur ons 
skoolloopbaan opgebou het, wat die lesings van 
elke onderwyser soos sonlig geabsorbeer het. So 
is ons wortels dieper in die grond van Boys High 
vasgepen en só het ons takke hoër die lug ingegroei. 
Die trots wat elke Boys High seun dra, is te danke 
aan die tradisies wat die skool so uniek maak: 
Flikkerende, geel ligte in die saal, die lang Vrydae 
reünies, gesonde kompetisie met buurskole op alle 
terreine, die Café Concerts en ons onderwysers 
met hul wapperende togas op die stoepe en in die 
klas.

Voordat ons uiteindelik die laaste groeiproses 
voltooi, wil ek net graag die volgende persone 

bedank:
Die onderwysers – julle was elke nuwe seisoen die 

kos van ons wortels. Julle het ons stamme aan die 
paaltjie vasgemaak en verseker dat ons regop en met 
vertroue groei. Dankie vir jul geduld, ondersteuning, 
leiding en puik vaardighede!

Ouers – julle is ons snoeiers, die mense wat ons 
perfek afrond om uiteindelik trots te staan. Dankie 
vir jul ondersteuning, al die rondry, die kosblik 
pak, geld vir toere voorsien en ongeloofl ike 
motivering. Dankie vir die geleentheid wat julle 
vir ons gebied het om in sulke wonderlike grond 
te kon groei. 

Mede-matrieks – Dit was 'n ongeloofl ike voorreg 
om vyf jaar met julle te kon deel! Ons het mekaar 
leer ken, nuwe vriende gemaak, saam gegroei en 
mekaar se verskille aanvaar. As dit die Here se wil 
is, hoop ek om elke een van julle weer hier te sien 
oor twingtig, dertig en veertig jaar!

Meneer Schroder – u was ons eerste ware 
mentor, die vorige eienaar van die grond waarin 
ons staan. Dankie dat u so 'n groot deel van ons 
hoërskoolloopbaan saam met ons gedeel het.

Meneer Reeler – Dit is vir my hartseer om vanaand 
totsiens te sê! Baie dankie vir die moeite wat u gedoen 
het om ons so vinnig te leer ken. Ons weet dat Boys 
High uitstekend in u hande sal vaar en dat duisende 
suksesvolle bome nog gekweek sal word!

Vandag staan ons as amper volgroeide bome met 
wortels so diep in die grond, dat dit onmoontlik 
sou wees om uit te roei. Ons staan as trotse Boys 
High gekweekte bome met stamme vol wysheid, 
immergroen blare vol kennis, penwortels vol 
herrinneringe en sade vol trots. Van bo waai die 
wind van die lewe al uitdagend deur ons blare 
en takke, maar dit wat ons in PBHS beleef en 
geleer het, bied die sterkste weerstand. Met die 
krag en leiding van ons Hemelse Vader, staan 
ons uiteindelik as bome met trotse bloeisels teen 
die afbeelding van ons pragtige skoolgebou, en 
eendag – as die seisoen ryp is – sal ons ons sade 
met die wind af grond toe stuur. Ons kinders en 
hul kinders sal, soos ons, 'n veilige vesting in die 
vrugbare grond wat Boys High is, vind, en hul 
sal groei tot die trotse bome wat ons as vorm vyf 
leerders van 2010 is.

Dankie Boys High – ons groet jou!

Keith Kichenbrand
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Award Winners
V
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N Award Winners

Brian Basson Memorial Trophy James Kampman 
 Dirang Setshogoe
Alexis Preller Award Luke Pretorius
Bakker / du Toit Art Theory Award 
 Michael Joubert
Best Speaker’s Award Yuan-Chih Yen
Justine Armstrong Award Keith Kichenbrand
Trebot Barry Award Alexander Johannes
 Keith Kichenbrand
The Terence Ashton Memorial Prize 
 Yuan-Chih Yen
Jonathan D Jansen Award Francois van Straten
Margaret Theiler Award Ezekiel Segole
Getrud Theiler Award Enrique du Preez
 William Fourie
 Joshua Nel
Ulrich Rissik Prize Richard Kingon
 Leslie Nteta

Elwyn Davies Award Nassir Ali
 Matthew Byrch
 David Clark
The Gail Bloemink Award Jordan Leppan
Malcolm Armstrong Renaissance Man Award 
 Craig Stephens
Headmaster’s Awards Stephen Anderson
 Mickail Bain
 Ivan Basson
 Denzil de Klerk
 Harris Fong
 Jordan Leppan
 Michael Light
 Sean Massyn
 Sakhe Mkosi 
 John Mouton
 Vincent Ramantsima
 Sean Tucker
 Michael Voysey
 Timothy Wolff-Piggott

Form V Prize Giving
Business Studies Jan de Lang Venter
French 1st Additional Language Harris Fong
Geography Tyler Bernwieser
Information Technology Louis Buys
Mathematical Literacy Anthony Bryant
Sepedi 1st Additional Language Dirang Setshogoe
Visual Arts Luke Pretorius
Afrikaans Home Language
Music Keith Kichenbrand
Advanced Programme Mathematics (Shared)
History Timothy Wolff-Piggott
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language
Life Sciences
German 2nd Additional Language Frederic Raw

Accounting
Civil Technology
Mathematics (Shared)
Physical Sciences Alexander Johannes
Advanced Programme Mathematics
English Home Language
French 2nd Additional Language
Mathematics (Shared)
Dux Scholar for 2010 Yuan-Chih Yen

In addition to the above, Yuan-Chih Yen, as the 
school’s top achiever in Grade 12 this year, has been 
awarded a bursary by the University of Pretoria.
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1.  A fi nal rendition of the school song after the assembly, as seen from 

the staff common room.
2.  Matrics entering the hall at the start of their fi nal assembly.
3.  Members of the school pipe band accompanied by Mr Ockie 

Vermeulen play the piece, Highland Cathedral, an established 
part of this assembly.

4.  Outgoing head prefect Matthew Currie presents the charge to 
incoming head prefect Robbie Beckwith and his 2011 prefect group.

5.  The school prefects lead the 2010 matric group out of the hall at the 
conclusion of the fi nal assembly.

6.  The headmaster, Mr Tony Reeler delivers the farewell address to the 
matric leaving group. To his right are seated the deputy head prefect 
Jordan Leppan and the head prefect, Matthew Currie.

1

2

3

4 5 6
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* Denotes University Exemption
Distinctions in brackets
Abrahamse, Bryce
Adamson, Michael* (Afrikaans)
Ali, Nassir*
Anderson, Stephen* (Mathematics, 

Geography, Physical Sciences)
Appelgryn, Sven*
Askham, Devin* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Geography, Physical 
Sciences)

Badenhorst, Luan* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 
Life Orientation, Physical Sciences)

Badenhorst, Nicolaas*
Bailey, Matthew*
Bain, Mickail* (Music)
Baker, Bradley*
Baker, Kyle* (Mathematics, Life Orientation, 

Accounting, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Barnard, Keenan-Jay* (Mathematics, 

Geography, Life Sciences, Physical 
Sciences)

Barnardt, Neill* (Mathematics, History, Life 
Sciences)

Bartlett, Callan*
Bartlett, Ryan*
Basson, Ivan* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Accounting, Music, Physical 
Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Benson, Matthew
Bernwieser, Tyler* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Geography, 
Physical Sciences)

Bhebhe, Simphiwe*
Blanché, Lyall*
Boettiger, Tristan*
Bogiages, Krati* (Mathematics)
Bokaba, Moses*
Boshoff, Freddie* (English)
Boshoff, Rudi* (Mathematics, Information 

Technology)
Botha, Adrian* (Mathematics)
Botha, Daniel*
Boy, Martin*
Breedt, Chris*
Brinsford, Henry* (Mathematics, Accounting)
Brown, Damien* (Mathematical Literacy)
Bryant, Anthony* (Mathematical Literacy)
Buys, Louis* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Information 
Technology, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3)

Byrch, Matthew* (Mathematics, Life 
Orientation, Life Sciences)

Calamas, Alex*
Canosa, Victor* (Mathematical Literacy)
Carmichael, Miguel
Carnie, Stuart* (Life Orientation)
Carvalho-Malekane, Shaun*
Casillo, Fabio
Chokalingam, Lushan*
Christian, Dean*
Clark, David*
Coles, Donovin*
Collier, Michael
Combrinck, Dean*
Constantinou, Luke*
Corlett, Stuart*
Cox, Brendan*
Cronje, Gareth*
Cunningham, Ross*
Currie, Matthew* (Life Sciences)

da Conceicaö, Jario*
Dalton, Shannon* (Geography)
Davison, Warren* (Mathematics, Geography, 

Life Sciences)
de Aveiro, Claudio*
de Graaf, Roland* (Mathematics, 

Accounting, Geography, Physical Sciences)
de Klerk, Denzil* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, History, 
Music, Physical Sciences)

de Oliveira, Claudio
de Sousa, Brandon*
de Waal, Schalk* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation)
Delaney, Matthew*
Ditabo, Tshebetso*
Dodds, Kyle* (Mathematics, Life Orientation, 

Information Technology, Physical Sciences)
Doherty, Levi (Mathematical Literacy – 

incomplete result)
Dominy, Darren
du Plessis, Ruan* (Mathematical Literacy)
du Preez, Enrique* (Afrikaans, Life Sciences)
du Toit, Francois* (Afrikaans)
Duckitt, Devon* 
Dulson, Matthew* 
Eales, Matthew* (Mathematics, Accounting)
Edwards, Tristan*
Eggers, Ivan* (German, Mathematics, 

Physical Sciences)
Ehlers, Divan* (Mathematics)
Ehlers, Jacques* (Life Orientation)
Ehrlich, Simon* (History)
Ellinas, Costa* (Mathematics)
Elliot-Murray, Michael
Esterhuizen, Daniel* (Mathematics, History, 

Information Technology)
Fernandes, Gennaro
Ferreira, Marco* (Mathematics, Information 

Technology)
Fischer, Kyle*
Fong, Harris* (French, Mathematics, 

Information Technology, Music, 
Mathematics 3)

Fourie, Des* (Mathematics)
Fourie, Jason* (English, Mathematics, 

Information Technology, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3)

Fourie, Nicholas*
Fourie, William* (Afrikaans, German, 

Mathematics, Life Sciences, Music, 
Mathematics 3)

Gerber, James* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 
Music)

Govender, Lushen*
Graham, Michael* (English, History, Music)
Gray, Keill* (Life Sciences)
Guldenpfennig, Stephan* (English, Afrikaans)
Haagner, Richard-John* (Afrikaans)
Harle, Brendan* (Life Orientation, History, 

Music)
Harris, Mitchell* (English)
Haug, Ricky* (Mathematical Literacy)
Herbst, Johann* (Afrikaans)
Hessel, Giehard* (History)
Hoffman, Wade* (Mathematics, Visual Arts)
Hofman, Greg*
Hofman, Jayson*
Holtzhausen, Jonathan* (Mathematical 

Literacy)
Horn, Wihan* (Life Orientation, History)
Howland, Richard*
Hsu, Chen-Wen* (Mathematics, Life Sciences)

Humphries, Cuan* (English, Mathematical 
Literacy, Life Orientation, History)

Jekel, Arnold* (Afrikaans)
Johannes, Alexander* (English, Afrikaans, 

German, Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Civil Technology, Physical 
Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Jooste, Divan*
Jordaan, Jacobus* (Afrikaans)
Jordaan, Rowan* (Mathematics, 

Accounting, Geography, Physical 
Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Joubert, James* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 
Geography)

Joubert, Jayson
Joubert, Michael* (Life Orientation, Life 

Sciences, Visual Arts)
Kampman, James* (Geography, Visual Arts)
Kamya, Isaac* (Mathematics)
Kellaris, Stephanos*
Kerrod, Simon
Kichenbrand, Keith* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Music, Physical Sciences)

Kingon, Richard* (Music)
Kitshoff, Matthew* (Life Orientation)
Lai, Ko-Wen* (Mathematics, Physical 

Sciences)
Lavagna, Greg* (Mathematics, History, 

Information Technology)
Lebakeng, Nyakallo
Legari, Odirile*
Leppan, Jordan* (English, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Accounting, Geography, 
Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Letlape, Kgothatso
Liebenberg, Dwayne*
Liebenberg, Ivan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Light, Michael* (English, Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Business Studies, History, 
Physical Sciences)

Lourens Jordaan* (English, Afrikaans, 
German, Mathematics)

Lourens, Marc*
Maake, Katlego*
Mabeta, Benjamin
Mabilo, Kgosi* (Mathematical Literacy)
Machethe, Tebatso
Makofane, Tshepo
Malan, Ethan* (Mathematics, Accounting, 

Business Studies, Physical Sciences)
Manzini, Given
Maqutyana, Bongani* (Mathematics, Life 

Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Marais, Bradley*
Marsh, Devon*
Maserumule, Manamane*
Masilela, Joseph
Massyn, Sean* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Music, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3) 

Masters, Sibusiso* (Life Sciences)
Matatiele, Mcgyver
Mathulwe, Tumelo*
Matsaung, Thato*
Matsebanane, Tisetso*
Matshego, Kamogelo*
Maubane, Tshepo*
Maumela, Kenneth*
Mbambo, Bekithemba*
Mboya, Neels* (Mathematical Literacy)
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McDonald, Tristan* (Visual Arts)
McDougall, David* (Mathematics, 

Information Technology, Music, Physical 
Sciences)

McKenzie, Gregory*
McNerney, Kiaran*
Mendes, Sandro* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences)

Mhlongo, Hlangi*
Mitchell, Travis*
Mjo, Dumani*
Mkosi, Sakhe* (English, French, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Physical Sciences)

Mmotlana, Itu*
Moagi, Sydney*
Mokhoka, Tendani
Mole, David*
Molepo, Tokelo*
Moonsamy, Veeran*
Moroeng, Gaolese*
Moruane, Saide
Mosala, Donald
Mosito, Atlegang*
Mothibe, Dimpho*
Mouton, John* (Afrikaans, Life Orientation, 

Business Studies)
Muller, Philip* (Afrikaans)
Muller, Wayne*
Murray, Jamie*
Muuren, Leon* (Visual Arts)
Myron, Dylan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Nazer, Brandon*
Nel, Joshua* (Geography)
Nel, Rowan*
Nepomuceno, Alex*
Nepomuceno, Thiago* (Mathematics, 

Accounting, Life Sciences, Physical 
Sciences)

Ngelanga, Simnikiwe*
Ngwato, Mpelegeng*
Ngwenze, Phaka*
Niebuhr, Matthias*
Nkgoeng, Ali
Noonan, James* (Life Orientation)
Norambuena Moreno, José* (Mathematical 

Literacy)
Nteta, Leslie*
Ntsaluba, Bula*
Oakes, Ryan*
Ogunbanjo, Olusegun* (Life Orientation)
Olmesdahl, Heinrich* (Life Orientation)
Page, Athan* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences)

Paterson, Dylan* (Life Sciences)
Penn-Clarke, Matthew*
Pentz, Richard*
Perotti, Alessio*
Peters, Sheldon*
Petros, Chuma*
Phelan, Dusty* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation)
Piasecki, Duncan* (Life Orientation, 

Information Technology)
Pillay, Dinolyn*
Praeg, Günther (English, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, Accounting, Physical 
Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Prelorenzo, Francesco* (Mathematics, Life 
Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences, 

Physical Sciences)
Pretorius, Luke* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Accounting, Physical 
Sciences, Visual Arts, Mathematics 3)

Primmer, Vaughan – incomplete result
Pringle, Dustin* (Afrikaans, German, 

Mathematics, Physical Sciences, Visual 
Arts)

Rademeyer, Emil* (English, Mathematics, 
Life Orientation)

Ralston, Alex* (Life Orientation, Accounting, 
Geography)

Ramantsima, Vincent* (Life Orientation)
Ramokgopa, Lebo*
Rantloane, Kholo*
Ras, Shaun*
Rath, Ben* (Mathematics, Life Orientation, 

Information Technology, Physical Sciences, 
Mathematics 3)

Raw, Frederic* (English, Afrikaans, German, 
Mathematics, Life Orientation, Life 
Sciences, Physical Sciences)

Reddie, Dylan* (Life Sciences)
Reyneke, Malcolm (Visual Arts) result 

incomplete.
Roberts, Jason* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Accounting, Life Sciences, Physical 
Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Roberts, Kyle*
Robilliard, Jacques*
Rodewald, Caleb*
Sage, Wayde* (Mathematical Literacy)
Sauer, Jarryd* (Mathematical Literacy)
Scheepers, Ruan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Scheffl er, Otto* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Accounting, Civil Technology, Physical 
Sciences)

Schnetler, Steven* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 
Mathematics 3)

Schoeman, Mike* (Afrikaans, Life 
Orientation, Geography, Life Sciences)

Schutte, Justin*
Segmiller, Kyle* (Mathematical Literacy)
Segole, Ezekiel
Semenya, Thabang*
Senekal, Armandt*
Setshogoe, Dirang* (Visual Arts)
Shin, Samuel* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Life Orientation, History, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Sithole, Tumisang* (Visual Arts)
Skoczkowski, Rafal* (Life Orientation, 

Visual Arts)
Smart, Richard* (Mathematics, Information 

Technology, Life Sciences, Physical 
Sciences)

Smit, Marcel* (Mathematical Literacy, 
Business Studies)

Smith, Anthony* (Mathematics, Life 
Orientation, Accounting, Information 
Technology, Physical Sciences)

Smith, Joshua*
Soar, Romney* (Mathematical Literacy, Life 

Orientation)
Stephens, Craig* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Information Technology, 
Physical Sciences)

Swan, Chris* (Mathematics, Information 
Technology)

Swanepoel, Marco* (Afrikaans, Life 
Orientation, Business Studies)

Swanepoel, Reynecke* (Afrikaans, 
Mathematics, Life Orientation, Life 
Sciences, Physical Sciences)

Swart, Gustaf* (Mathematics, Geography)
Symondson, Aaron*
Theunissen, Jason*
Thompson, Leroy* (Geography)
Tlokotsi, Jeremiah*
Trautmann, Eduard* (Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Geography)
Tshimbombo, Daniel* (Life Orientation, 

Business Studies)
Tucker, Sean* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Geography)
Twalo, Luyolo* (Accounting)
Uken, Justin* (Life Orientation)
Uys, Dirk* (Afrikaans, Mathematics)
van Bergen, Neil* (Mathematical Literacy)
van den Bergh, Paul*
van der Merwe, Cobus* (Mathematics, 

Information Technology, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences)

van der Walt, Dune*
van der Walt, Ethan*
van der Westhuizen, Christiaan* (Visual 

Arts)
van Heerden, Albertus* (Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Information Technology, 
Physical Sciences)

van Heerden, Daniel* (Afrikaans, 
Mathematics, Life Orientation, 
Accounting, Information Technology, 
Physical Sciences)

van Niekerk, Neil* (Mathematics)
van Niekerk, Sean* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
van Niekerk, Wayne* (Mathematical Literacy)
van Straten, Francois*
van Tonder, Roelof* (Mathematics)
van Wyk, Daniel* (History)
van Wyk, Louis* (Afrikaans, Physical Sciences)
van Wyk, Stephanus*
van Zyl, Stephan* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, 

History, Physical Sciences)
Vandeyar, Mogeshin* (Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Accounting, Life Sciences, 
Physical Sciences)

Venn, Ryan* (Mathematics)
Venter, Jan de Lang* (Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, Accounting, 
Business Studies, Physical Sciences)

Viljoen, Chris*
von Johannides, Maximilian*
von Maltitz, Murray* (Mathematics, 

Geography, Information Technology)
Voysey, Michael* (Mathematics, Life 

Orientation, Geography, Physical Sciences)
Wessels, Jurie*
Wessels, Nicolai*
Westwood, Darren*
Weyers, Dylan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Williams, Warwick* (Mathematical Literacy)
Wolff-Piggott, Timothy* (English, Afrikaans, 

Mathematics, Life Orientation, History, 
Music, Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Yared, Anthony*
Yen, Yuan-Chih* (English, Afrikaans, 

French, Mathematics, Accounting, 
Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3)

Yende, Neo
Zimmer, Warwick*
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Prefects and Academic Colours
M
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Front Row L–R: Page, F Prelorenzo, A Anderson, L Blanché, V Ramantsima, M Currie (Head Prefect), J Leppan, J Fourie, M Light, J Mouton, 
D de Klerk.

Second Row L–R: M Bokaba, L Nteta, O Ogunbango, B Ntsaluba, C Stephens, S Tucker, J Herbst, G Swart, F Boshoff.
Back Row L–R: C Bartlett, M Harris, M Elliot-Murray, S Appelgryn, S de Waal, M Voysey, B Rath.

School Prefects

Academic Colours

Front Row L–R: A Johannes, C Stephens, B van Heerden, D van Heerden, F Raw, K Kichenbrand, E Shin, Y Yen, L Buys, K Bornard, J Gerber.
Second Row L–R: D de Klerk, F Prelorenzo, R Jordaan, T Bernwieser, S Mendes, M Light, A Page, S Schnetler, S Mkosi, J Venter.

Third Row L–R: H Fong, I Basson, J Roberts, L Pretorius, S Massyn, E Malan, J Leppan, L Parker, A Geldenhuys.
Back Row L–R: K Konopi, G Jones, A Retief, H Myburgh, M Choane.
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SForm 1 Subject Awards
Advanced Programme Mathematics 
 Henning Holtzhausen
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language Levi Homann
Arts and Culture Jimmy Fischer
English Home Language (Shared) Philip Immelman
Geography Jaime de Gois
German 2nd Additional Language
 Llewellyn Strydom
Life Orientation Brandon van Veenhuyzen
Mathematics (Shared) Anthony Micklesfi eld
Sepedi 1st Additional Language Abu Kgofelo

History
Sepedi 2nd Additional Language Jesse Parvess
Economic and Management Sciences 
French 2nd Additional Language George Ioannou
Music
Technology
Form 1 Dux Scholar 2010 (Shared) Rendert Hoekstra
English Home Language (Shared)
Natural Sciences
Mathematics (Shared)
Form 1 Dux Scholar 2010 (Shared) Wesley Benade

Form 2 Subject Awards
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language Clifford Engels
Arts and Culture Marc Knoetze
French 1st Additional Language Audric Tohoungba
French 2nd Additional Language
 Shivam Ragoonaden
Geography Daniël Haasbroek
German 2nd Additional Language Daneel Duim
History (Shared) Emilio Singh
Life Orientation (Shared) Jay Cowie
Music Adrian Koessler
Sepedi 1st Additional Language Thato Ntlatleng
Sepedi 2nd Additional Language Tlhogi Mosuwe

Economic and Management Sciences
Technology (Shared) Shivaar Chuturgoon
Afrikaans Home Language
Natural Sciences
Mathematics Jon Seeliger
Advanced Programme Mathematics
English Home Language
History (Shared)
Life Orientation (Shared)
Technology (Shared)
Form II Dux Scholar 2010 Gian Paolo Buffo

Form 3 Subject Awards
Accounting Matthew Hawken
Business Studies Brendan Bronkhorst
Civil Technology Franz Fischer
French 2nd Additional Language Emmanuel Shine
German 2nd Additional Language Philip Grant
History Daniël Swiegers
Information Technology Keagan Ladds
Music Jared Beukes
Sepedi 1st Additional Language Tshepo Ramaila
Visual Arts Craig Plaatjes
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language
English Home Language (Shared) Jamie Gous

Afrikaans Home Language
Geography Stephan Dreyer
French 1st Additional Language
Mathematical Literacy Mael Tohoungba
Advanced Programme Mathematics 
Physical Sciences
Mathematics Greg Laycock
English Home Language (Shared)
Life Orientation
Life Sciences
Form III Dux Scholar 2010 Matthew Leppan
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Advanced Programme Mathematics Mose Kwon
Business Studies Shaun Ray
French 1st Additional Language Benjamin Lock
French 2nd Additional Language Robbie Beckwith
Geography (Shared) Cullen Botes
Life Sciences Murray Coetzee
Mathematical Literacy Jason Chamberlain
Mathematics Kutlwano Mafulako
Physical Sciences (Shared) Martin Davis
Visual Arts Geoffrey Smuts
Civil Technology (Shared) Jerry Spiessens
 Daniël Truter
Music (Shared) Julien Lume
 André Retief
Sepedi 1st Additional Language (Shared) 

 Keamo Konopi
 Karabo Mathosa
English Home Language (Shared)
Geography (Shared) Delbert Botes
English Home Language (Shared)
History Michael McLaggan
Afrikaans Home Language
German 2nd Additional Language
Life Orientation Arnaud Kuyper
Accounting
Advanced Programme Mathematics (Shared)
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language
Information Technology
Physical Sciences (Shared)
Form IV Dux Scholar 2010 Bertus Malan

Form 3 Colour Awards
HALF COLOURS (75–79% average)
New Award
Jaryd Baker Daniel Berkow
Ross Coetzee Franz Fischer
Sandile Hlatshwayo Calvin Janse van Vuuren
Matthew Lawther Dean Mills
Kevin Pietersen Berto Schoeman
Dale Smith Zinhle Twala
Johannes Westerveld Benjamin Williams

Full Colours (80–84% Average)
Floris Bonafede Philip Grant
Dante Griessel Mathew Harris
Shane Horsley Anthony Ioannou

Andrew Jones Bradley Joynt
Jacques Kirstein Michael Nicolaides
Craig Plaatjes Charl Reyneke
Arun Sivakumaran Keegan van Veenhuyzen
Pedré Viljoen Grant Zietsman

Honours (85% Average And Above)
Danai Banga Jared Beukes
Brendan Bronkhorst Stephan Dreyer
Jamie Gous Matthew Hawken
Gerhard Kirsten Greg Laycock
Matthew Leppan Avikar Maharaj
Ari Nicolaides Daniël Swiegers

Form 4 Colour Awards
HALF COLOURS (75–79% average)
New Award
Marek Boegman JP Botha
Ian Currie Nicolai Kruys
Dustin Lotriet Kioko Mbithi
Jerry Spiessens 
Re-award
Cullen Botes Molefe Choane
Justin Marsh Darren Moult
Dupré Nell Richard Oldnall
Shaun Ray Justin Thomson
Daniël Truter Kevin Wylie

Full Colours (80–84% Average)
New Award
Thanassi Filippis Nicolas Fitchat
Kern Leask Theo Lombard
Steven Purkis Mayamiko Siyasiya
Daniel Swanepoel de Wet Taljaard

Vincent van Niekerk Rupert Vermaas
Re-award
Alistair Davis Alden Geldenhuys
Thomas Greyling Gavin Jones
Kris Jooste Keamo Konopi
Julien Lume Napo Moloi
Lloyd Parker 

Honours (85% Average And Above)
New Award
Mose Kwon André Retief
Bartosz Ruszkowski Johann van Wyk
Re-award
Robbie Beckwith Delbert Botes
Murray Coetzee Martin Davis
Arnaud Kuyper Kutlwano Mafulako
Bertus Malan Henri Mijburgh
Marco Tubb
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Governing Body 2010
Chairman: Mr Gavin Beckwith 
Vice Chairman: Mr Lloyd Davis 
Secretary: Mr Madoda Petros 
Treasurer: Mr Pierre Delaney 
  (Resigned March 2010)
Parent Members: Mr Quito Esteves 
 Mrs Marie Kirsten 
 Mr Edward Mosuwe 
 Mr John Mullins 
 Mr Frank Zimmer
Co-opted: Mr George Ellinas 
Parents’ Association: Mr Bryce Blum 
Educator Members: Mr John Illsley 
 Mr Greg Hassenkamp 
 Mrs Tanya Millar 
Non-Educator Member: Mr Ben Sithole
Pupil Members: Matthew Currie, Jordan Leppan,  
 Vincent Ramantsima

Parents’ Association
Chairman: Mr Bryce Blum
Mr Greg Hassenkamp
Mr Tony Reeler
Mrs Charmaine Harris
Mr Martin Coetzee
Mrs Caren Venn
Prof S Maharaj
Mrs Marina Davis
Mrs Ingrid van der Velden
Mrs Annette McFarlane
Mr Shaun Wilkinson
Mrs Rachael Kretzmann
Mrs Terry Stier
Mrs Nita Pieterse
Mr Greg Howard
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We started the year with Mr Illsley at 
the helm in anticipation of our new 
Headmaster joining the School in Term 

3, a daunting and exciting prospect! We knew we 
would be in safe, steady hands until the changeover 
and we are so grateful to Mr Illsley for steering the 
ship with aplomb.

In January we extended a warm welcome to the 
following teachers who joined the staff of PBHS: 
Mr Simon Anderson (English), Mr Derik Botha 
(Afrikaans), Mr Pieter de Wet (Physical Science), 
Ms Sarah Heuer (English), Mr Oliver Field 
(English), Mr Hendrik Rust (Accounting) and Ms 
Melissa Müller (part-time English and German). 
In addition, we were delighted to have fi ve Old 
Boys on board: two of our learnership students, Mr 
Wesley Koekemoer (Maths and Physical Science) 
and Mr Matthew Lombard (from part-time to full-
time Music); and Mr Robert Orr (English), Mr John 
Webber (Geography) and Mr Justin Cook (from 
part-time to full-time Maths). We hope all these 
teachers will have a long and happy association 
with the School. 

A little juggling took place in January when 
Mrs Heather Gioia and Mrs Ewara Ellinghaus 
retained their portfolios as Heads of French and 
German, respectively, but moved into part-time 
teaching posts. Mr Keith Mansfi eld, formally full-
time English, also moved to part-time in the French 
Department.

Mrs Annchen Matthews, Ms Christelle 
Zietsman, Mrs Helene Donaldson and Mrs 
Elaine Müller assumed their promotions posts as 
Heads of, respectively, Afrikaans, Accounting, Life 
Orientation and Life Sciences in January. Having 
congratulated these highly competent teachers at 
the end of last year, we wish them well with their 
added responsibilities.

Tragically the School suffered the loss of its 
Business Manager with the untimely death of Neil 
van Coller on 2 February. Neil took up the newly-
created post of Business Manager at the end of 2008 
and enthusiastically involved himself in a wide 
variety of the facets of school management building 
up a good working relationship with his colleagues. 
As a proud parent he had a very real understanding 
of the School’s ethos and worked hard to make his 
own contribution. It is very sad that an association 
with the School that held the promise of many years’ 
service should be cut so short. He will be much 
missed as a friend and colleague and our sincere 
condolences are extended to his family.

We were most grateful to Llewellyn Shepperson, 
our retired Bursar, for coming to our aid so willingly 
until the appointment of a new Business Manager. 
This took place on 1 June and we were very pleased 

to obtain the services of yet another Old Boy, Mr 
Julian Cook. We do hope he will be extremely happy 
at his alma mater.

Two of our long-serving support staff retired 
during the course of the fi rst term. Mr Kleinbooi 
Nkgudi joined the staff in 1971. When Mr and Mrs 
Schroder arrived at Boys High, he was employed to 
care for their garden and it wasn’t long before he 
became a well-loved member of their family; woe 
betide anyone who gatecrashed his “missy”. Mr 
Jacob Lefoka joined the staff in 1981 and, latterly, 
he was employed in the laundry. He also served a 
spell as the elected Governor for the support staff. 
A special luncheon to bid farewell to these two 
stalwarts was held in February at which Mr and 
Mrs Schroder were guests of honour. We thank both 
gentlemen for their decades of service to Pretoria 
Boys High. They will be remembered by many past 
and present students and staff members and we 
wish them a happy and well-earned retirement.

Finally, the start of Term 3 was upon us and we 
were able to extend a very warm welcome to Mr 
A Reeler, our new Headmaster, and his wife and 
children. Mr Reeler didn’t stand on ceremony but 
plunged straight into the icy waters in acquiring as 
much knowledge about the School, its students and 
the staff as possible. We hope he will be exceptionally 
happy at Boys High; we know our beloved School is 
in good hands.

Mrs Estelle de Villiers once again came to our aid 
and taught History in Mr Illsley’s post this year, and 
Mrs Dewes taught Afrikaans during Term 4 when 
Mrs Matthews underwent ankle surgery. We are 
most appreciative of both ladies’ efforts and thank 
them whole-heartedly for their work.

At the end of this year we bid farewell to three 
long-serving members of staff. Mr Andre Steyn has 
taught Afrikaans at Boys High for 25 years. Over this 
time he has been in charge of the Students’ Christian 
Association; he has also, inter alia, been a senior Tutor 
and, before this Club was taken over by Sr Christian, 
he spent many Saturday mornings on the side of the 
rugby fi eld as the person in charge of First Aid. Mrs 
Ewara Ellinghaus has spent eighteen years in the 
classroom promoting the language of German. She 
has been largely a behind-the-scenes worker; one 
who carries out any given task with effi ciency and 
without the need for one to look over one’s shoulder. 
A wonderful Tutor to the juniors, at various times 
she has included many so-called minor tasks in her 
day from running the Supervised Homework to 
organising staff teas. Finally, Mrs Margaret Gray 
retires after twelve years as Matron in the boarding 
houses. This job has involved supervising a large 
staff from the laundry to the Houses, ensuring the 
many tasks necessary for the successful running of 

ST
A

FF
 N

O
TE

S

The Pretorian 2010 (1).indd   20The Pretorian 2010 (1).indd   20 2011/07/19   09:08:30 AM2011/07/19   09:08:30 AM



The Pretorian 21

the boarding establishments are carried out and, 
most importantly, being a surrogate mother to many 
of the boarders. All three of these staff members 
have a common characteristic: they are kind, caring 
and compassionate. They take with them our very 
warm thanks for sharing a large slice of their lives 
with us and our best wishes for whatever the future 
holds. They will be sorely missed.

Mr Michael Barrett leaves after three years to 
study further and pursue his dream of becoming a 
professional Choir Conductor. We thank him for his 
signifi cant contribution to the Music Department, 
more particularly the Choir, and wish him well. 
Mrs Caren Venn has run the Tuckshop for three 
years and with her son matriculating this year, she 
has made the decision to explore other avenues. We 
thank her for all she has done and wish her good 
fortune.

We are pleased to offer our congratulations to 
Mrs Ursula Naude on successfully completing 
her MPhil in Linguistics, Ms Brenda Bopape who 
completed her BEd (Hons) and Mr Richard Köhne 
who was successful with an Honours degree in 
Human Movement Science, Recreation and Sports 
Management. We also congratulate Mrs Ursula 
Naude on her appointment as Head of German with 
effect from January 2011.

The following appointments come into effect 
in January: Ms Christine Parkin (Afrikaans); Mr 

Herman de Jong (School Counsellor); Mrs Amelia 
Robinson (Tuckshop Convenor); Mrs Tracey 
Housdon (Matron) and Mr Janus van As (part-
time Life Sciences.) We are grateful to Mrs Sharon 
Harvey for agreeing to replace Mrs Taryn Ronga in 
the Geography Department for the year.

The following marriages were celebrated during 
the year: Patrick Mathebela to Jeanete; Alex Junod 
to Les Richardson, both of our Bush School project; 
and Christelle Zietsman to Wickus Rust. The 
coming holiday sees Matthew Lombard marrying 
Nicole Vahey; Robert Orr marrying Jennifer Reed 
and Justin Cook marrying Elzaan Smuts. Our warm 
wishes are extended to all the happy couples for a 
long, joyous life together.

Finally, the stork has had a very busy year at Boys 
High! Mouton and Carina Badenhorst were blessed 
with the birth of their son, CM; little Lehja was 
welcomed by Pieter and Chantelle de Wet; Robert 
and Joreen Blackmore proudly announced the birth 
of their fi rst born, Keira; Francois and Elma Dreyer 
were delighted with the safe arrival of their baby girl, 
Elaina; Jocelyn and Ilse Tucker welcomed Estie, a 
lovely daughter; and, last but by no means least, 
Paolo and Taryn Ronga’s little son, Roberto, made 
his arrival known on 7 December; CM Badenhorst 
is very happy that there is another little boy to keep 
him company! We congratulate all families and wish 
them much joy with their little ones.
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SAdministration and Ground Staff

Front Row L–R: S Napo, M Gray, N Mokwaledi, J Short, K Dodds, A Reeler (Headmaster), J Cook, M Housdon, A Shalang, S Mashifane, M Motsepe.
Second Row L–R: J Christian, R Kanyane, L Machete, T Msiza, V Mokobyane, E Modiba, B Sithole, A Madisha, P Mametja, D Mothlala, W 

Mametja, R Masia, J Mandlati, M Munyai, A Makitla, J Beecham.
Third Row L–R: P Mahlangu, T Ramaleba, A Kekana, B Nkadimeng, A Chokwe, A Modiba, B Mathibela, P Napo, M Molefe, J Mpedi, S 

Nthabalala, L Mathebela, C Matsietela. 
Back Row L–R: E Horst, D Ehlers, A Rampise, N Nthabalala, D Kgwele, E Sithole, E Mafafu, N Ledwaba, L Motsepa, A Mothwa, M Moima. 
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S 2010 Staff
Executive
Reeler, A BSc, HDE, ACE Headmaster 
Illsley, J W BA(Hons), HED Acting Headmaster
Hassenkamp, G J HED Deputy Headmaster
McBride, C A BSc(Agric), HED Deputy Headmaster
Smith, M J BSc, HED Deputy Headmaster
  Business Manager

Heads of Subjects
Albers, Mrs D  BSc(Hons), HED Physical Science
Bopape, Miss R B M  HED Sepedi
Bezuidenhout, Miss K J BA(Fine Arts)(Hons), HED Art
Donaldson, Mrs H S  BA, NATD Life Orientation
Ellinghaus, Mrs E I BA, HNED German
Ewart-Phipps, P H FDE, HED, FDE (Tech),
 BEd (Hons) Woodwork & Technology 
Franken, P E BA, HED Geography
Gioia, Mrs H  BA, HED French
Holliday, Mrs J D  MSc, Teaching Diploma (Warsaw) Mathematics
Illsley, J W BA(Hons), HED History
Junod, H A BSc(Hons), HDE Bush School, Maretlwane
Kelly, J W BComm, PGCE Business Studies
Kloppers, Mrs E T BA, HDE English
Matthews, Mrs A M  BA, HED Afrikaans
Muller, Mrs E E  BSc, BEd, HDE Life Sciences
Roode, Mrs D L MSc Information Technology
van der Watt, G D BA(Ed)(Music), DMus Music
van Wyk, A HED Head of Studies
Housdon, M C Dip Personnel Man. Head of Sport
van Zyl, Ms A BA(Drama) Head of Culture
Zietsman, Ms C BAcc, PGCE Accounting

Administrative/Technical
Beacham, Mrs G L Reception
Chauke, Mrs A Laboratory Assistant
Christian, Sr J Nursing Sister
Dodds, Mrs K A Headmaster’s Secretary/ 
 Admissions Secretary
Ehlers, Mrs D Finance Department
Feather, Mrs J Clothing Shop
Gibbs, K Archivist
Gray, Mrs M Senior Matron
Hofmeyr, Mrs M M A Finance Department
Katzin, Mrs S J Administrative
Kingsley, Mrs J Academic Secretary

Krüger, Ms S Catering Manageress
Mashifane, S Printer
Mahlangu, Ms Mavis Media Assistant
Nkadimeng, B Computer Technician
Patterson, Mrs D J Clothing Shop
Richardson, Mrs L Maretlwane Administration
Short, Mrs J O Accountant
Stockwell, C Mrs Nursing Sister
Uys, Mrs Y H Administrative
van der Horst, E Computer Department
Venn, Mrs C Mothers’ Committee/Tuckshop  
 Convenor
Vermeulen, P N Estate Manager

The Pretorian 2010 (1).indd   22The Pretorian 2010 (1).indd   22 2011/07/19   09:08:32 AM2011/07/19   09:08:32 AM



The Pretorian 23

Anthony, Mrs L J BA(Hons), HED
Anderson, S BSoc-Sci, PGCE
Armstrong, M R BA, HED
Badenhorst, C M BA(Ed)
Baptiste, Mrs H B(Pharm), HED
Barrett, M J MMus
Blackmore, R A BSocSc(Hons)
Botha, D BEd (FET)
Christodoulou, Miss C BLC, LLB, PGCE
Coetzee, Mrs H E BA(Hons), HED
Cook, J BEd (FET)
de Kock, A BA(Ed)
De Villiers, Mrs E BMus(Hons), BA, HED
De Wet, P BAEd, FET
Dorlas, H C BA(Hons), HED
Dowra, C S BPaed
Dreyer, Mrs W M BSecEd(Sci)
Du Plessis, Mrs G BA, BEd
Fielding, C W –
Field, O BA, PGCE
Floor, Mrs T A BA, UOD, HED
Fowler, C W BA, HDE 
Georgiades, Mrs L E BA, HED
Harvey, D H BA, Bed
Heuer, Mrs S BA (Hons), PGCE
Hornsveld, Miss M BMus, HED
Jordaan, A P J MMus, UTLM, UPLM
Keeton, L BA, HED
Koekemoer, W –
Köhne, R L BEd (FET)
Kroeger, Mrs P L BSc, HED
Le Roux, Mrs A BSc, HED
Lombard, Dr J H MBChB
Loupos, N BSc(Hons), PGCE
MacDonald, C S BProc
MacDonald, M L BA, HDE
Mansfi eld, K BA(Hons), HED
McLaren, Miss A K BA(Fine Art)
McEvoy, Mrs H NDT (Microbiology)

McEvoy, K NDip(Fine Art), MTech(Fine Arts)
Millar, Mrs T BA(Ed) DSE
Moodley, D HED
Müller, Mrs M BA NGSO
Naude, Mrs U BA(Ed)
Nesbitt, M –
Noonan, PJ  BA (Hons) HED
O’Donoghue, R BEd(FET)
Orr, R BEd(FET)
Page, J W –
Petje, K K BEd (FET) (Natural Sciences)
Petrou, Mrs M K BA(Hons), HED
Prinsen, Mrs M L BA, HED
Randall, L BSportSci, Dip Sport Management &  
 Coaching, PGCE
Randall, Mrs T BEd(FET), BEd Hons
Reyburn, Mrs Y D BMus, UTLM, TTLD
Robinson, Mrs A BA, HED
Ronga, Mrs T M BA, BSocSc(Hons), HED
Rust, H BCom
Singh, Mrs S BEd, BPaed.
Smit, C BCom
Smuts, Miss E BEd(FET)
Smuts, M J BSc, HED
Stenos, Mrs K BA(Ed), BEd
Steyn, J A BA(Hons), BD, THOD
Stuart, Mrs H D BA(Hons) UED
Theron, A C Mrs BA, THED
Tucker, J BCom(Hons)
van der Merwe, Miss J BEd(FET)
van Reenen, L J HED
van Straten, J E Mrs BSc, HDE
Vermeulen, O C MMus, Performer’s Licentiate
Vlag, Mrs P A BA, HED
Ward, Mrs S M BA, HDE, FDE
Webber, J BCom, PGCE
Wright, D M HDE
Wroth, Ms G MA, HED
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Academic Staff

Professional Coaches
Stoffberg, G
van Zyl, M V BA, HED
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Tribute to André Steyn

André Steyn & Ewara Ellinghaus

TR
IB

UT
ESTwenty four years ago, as a cocky fourth former, I 

was introduced to our new Afrikaans teacher, Mr 
Steyn – with unmanageable hair, a shuffl ing gait 
and shirt tails that kept escaping from his trousers. 

We immediately set into the normal banter and 
limit testing to see how much we could get away 
with. Part of this involved asking questions that 
were designed to shock – many about girls and 
sex and, since we discovered that he had been a 
church pastor, quite a few about our problems with 
religion.

We were surprised to fi nd that he was unshockable. 
He seemed to enjoy discussing meaty issues with 
us and I remember many hours where “Kringe in 
'n Bos” lay neglected on our desks while we spoke 
earnestly about issues ranging from “How far could 
you go with a girl before it was too far?” and “Why 
were white Christians so hypocritical – going to 
church and praying, and yet fi ghting so hard to keep 
other races out of their churches and schools?” The 
conversations were always lively and there was a 
lot of laughter – often embarrassed laughter from 
the boys as Mr Steyn spoke candidly about his own 
experiences, and left us feeling a little shocked.

What we discovered was that this man actually 
liked us. He enjoyed hearing about our lives and the 
issues we were wrestling with. He didn’t brush off 
our questions with trite answers but took us seriously 
and encouraged us to examine our lives and our 
values. He also loved to share his own loves with us 
– his love for his wife and three sons, his passion for 
good books, foreign fi lms and opera music. 

His Christianity was not stuffy or pious, but 
vigorous and lively: he was not afraid to grapple 
with the messiness of life and never hid behind 
simplistic answers. At the same time it was obvious 

that he really loved Jesus, with a beautiful and 
simple devotion that you couldn’t argue against.

André Steyn loved us and accepted us. He looked 
beyond our teenage bravado and swaggering and saw 
young men desperate to make sense of life. He took 
the time to listen and to ask the questions that helped 
our wisdom to grow. And all the time it was obvious 
that he was having a great time being with us.

 Although he never coached rugby or water polo, 
many of us learned more about what it means to be 
a man from André Steyn than we did from anyone 
else. And I know there are many, like me, who after 
school went on to build a deep friendship with this 
man. We bring our prospective wives to meet him, 
introduce our children to him. We pray with him, 
we discuss books and movies with him, and still try 
to make sense of life together .

I have been privileged to have been taught by André 
Steyn for the past twenty-four years and wonder how 
many other lives have been shaped in some signifi cant 
way by this joyful, loving and wise man.

Thank you and God bless you, André.

Rouen Bruni

Tribute to Ewara Ellinghaus
I fi rst met Ewara Ellinghaus in 1982 when I started 
my teaching career at Pretoria High School for Girls. 
Ewara was Head of the German department but she 
also directed the school choir. As a new teacher, I 
was struck by her energy and enthusiasm for her 
work which extended way beyond her duties in the 
classroom.

Imagine my delight, when I started teaching at 
PBHS in 1994, when I discovered that Ewara had 
joined the staff in 1992 as Head of the German 
Department.

Ewara is an inspirational German teacher. She is 
totally devoted to her subject, going to great lengths 
to ensure that lessons are well prepared, fun and 
interesting, but she is always totally professional in 

her approach. Under her care and guidance the 
German pupils achieved superb results, year after 
year.
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Margaret Gray
Her position at the school extended beyond that 

of the German Department. She was an excellent 
Form I tutor for Hofmeyr House and because 
of her unwavering belief in high standards of 
behaviour and appearance in her charges, she 
inculcated the Boys High ethos. By the end of 
their year with her, they knew how to behave as 
good Boys High boys. She was also responsible 
for staff teas and Supervised Homework Studies 
which she organised very efficiently for many 
years.

In 2008, all second additional languages were 
handed over to the IEB which now serves as the 
examining body for German, whereas the GDE 
functions as the administrative body. In the midst 
of all this change, chaos and confusion, Ewara went 
to great lengths to ensure that she did everything 
strictly according to IEB requirements. Ewara dealt 
with this diffi cult change in her usual positive, 
light-hearted way. She maintained her belief in 
high standards irrespective of what challenges the 
education bodies threw her way and her pupils 
continued to thrive.

Ewara always encouraged her pupils to participate 
in exchanges to Germany, organised through the 
Goethe Institute. In this way, they experienced 
true German culture and way of life and came back 
almost fl uent. Those boys who were unable to go 
overseas did not miss out, however. She made sure 
that there was an endless supply of German culture 
and even dance became the order of the day.

In 2008, Ewara suggested that the French and 
German departments hold a soccer match during the 
matrics’ fi nal lesson. Every year since then the French 
and German matric boys have played a soccer match 
preceded by the singing of national anthems and the 
inevitable food and drink after the game. Ewara even 
organised a trophy, beautifully decorated in ribbons 
of the German and French fl ags.

Sadly, due to her husband Paul’s failing health, the 
time has come for Ewara to leave Pretoria Boys High. 
We will miss her cheerfulness, her jokes and her sense 
of fun and we wish her happiness in her retirement.

Auf wiedersehen und alles Gute.

Heather Gioia
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Tribute to Margaret Gray
The boarders at Boys High will always have a soft 
spot for Matron Gray. A regular sight around all 
three boarding houses, with her faithful spaniel 
Abigail, Margaret was constantly on the move, 
checking to make sure that all was well.

Her time at Boys High began in January 1991 
when she was appointed as the Senior Matron of 
Solomon House. At that time each boarding house 
had its own kitchen and laundry facilities, so there 
was much to keep Margaret busy. This arrangement 
lasted until 1994, when the laundry and dining 
facilities were centralised. At this time, Margaret 
left us for a short spell down the road at CBC. She 
then moved down to work in Cape Town for the 
YWCA (Young Womens’ Christian Association). 
Margaret soon realised that she preferred looking 
after boys and returned to Pretoria. She was offered 
a post back as laundry matron, after a short stint in 
a guest house in Pretoria. The post was expanded to 
being the matron of all three boarding houses and 
in charge of the laundry. She had fi nally returned to 
what she knew and did best.

For seventeen years Margaret Gray was the glue 
of the boarding houses. She knew the whereabouts 
of lost keys and which doors they fi tted. Every nook, 
cranny, bed, tap, urinal and window in the three 
boarding houses has at some stage been inspected 
and sorted out by Margaret. Always easy to stop 
and talk to, Margaret exuded warmth and a genuine 
caring for the needs and comforts of the boys in 
boarding. Never shy to say when she felt that a room 

needed more attention to neatness, she was loved 
and enjoyed by all the boys. Margaret was always 
as good as her word. If she said it would be done, it 
got done! She was fully committed to her job, never 
complaining when a phone call late in the evening 
would rouse her to sort out some issue. She was the 
“mom’s eye” that every house requires to keep it 
functioning and hygienic!

Although Margaret has had to retire from active 
service in a government post, she is by no means 
planning to stop working. She has relocated to the 
UK where she plans to care for elderly people, who 
need exactly what she has to give. Margaret will 
perhaps be best remembered for her warm laugh 
and twinkle in her eye as she discussed exactly why 
a bed or locker was broken.

Thank you Margaret, for your years of dedicated 
loyalty to Boys High. May your next stage of life be 
just as fulfi lling.

Mark Smith
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From Mr Franken

In memoriam: Adam Reyneke (20 December 1992 – 6 April 2010)
From John Mouton

Adam Reyneke
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High suffered the tragic loss of a wonderful matric 
pupil, and cycling suffered the loss of a future star. 
Adam Reyneke was out on a training ride preparing 
for the National Junior Tour in the Free State when 
he was hit from behind by a car. It is believed that 
he died on impact.

Even though I had known Adam since Form 1, I 
only formed a true friendship with him only during 
last year’s Form 4 camp, where we were in the same 
group and shared a tent.

On one particular night, the silence in our tent 
was broken by Adam who was speaking in his sleep, 
repeating one word over and over in a very happy 
voice, “Hello, hello, hello …” He had soon woken 
up everyone in the tent. One of the boys, who was 
obviously keen to get back to sleep, threw a pillow at 
Adam which woke him. He had a look of shock and 
disbelief on his face as we told him about his night-
time ramblings. After having a good laugh about it, he 
rolled over and said, “Goodnight, guys. Sorry.” Two 

minutes later, the silence 
was broken again as he 
again started talking in 
his sleep, “Sorry, sorry, 
sorry …

After these early 
encounters with Adam, 
becoming friends with 
him was inevitable. 
He was an easy-going 
character and was 
always ready with a joke, but most of all, he was 
enthusiastic. We swopped many cycling stories – 
his always much more impressive that mine – and I 
soon realised that he would be a future great when 
I heard about the numerous events in which he had 
done well, and even won.

It is a terrible tragedy that one as loved and talented 
as Adam should die so young. Adam was an incredible 
person and a truly wonderful friend. He will be sorely 
missed. Our sincere condolences go to his family.

It has been a privilege and an honour to have 
been a part of Adam’s life over the last four years. 
He arrived at PBHS as a shy and quiet Form 1 in 
2006, and grew up into a confi dent and fi ne young 
gentleman. He was bright and intelligent with an 
enquiring mind. He often put his reasoning and 
debating skills to good use in gaining a free period 
or less homework.

He was an enthusiastic geography pupil who 
cared about the environment and enjoyed outdoor 
life. My fondest memories of Adam are his frequent 
visits to my classroom, to try to avoid going to or 

arriving late for his Afrikaans or Maths class. He 
used to greet me as “Mr Sir”, and would sit on a desk 
in my class and bend my ear for a couple of minutes. 
He was warm and engaging with an irresistible and 
bubbly personality. He was particularly proud to be 
a member of Armstrong House and was over the 
moon when we won the Inter-House Gala. Despite 
being passionately committed to his cycling, he 
would always do anything that I asked of him. He 
was a sportsman of many talents and played tennis, 
water polo and hockey. We are very proud of him 
and will always remember him.

From Leroy Thompson
Over time, Adam and I grew much, much closer. His 
sense of humour and quick tongue made him feared 
by staff but loved by his peers. I’ll never forget our 
endless plans to make school more exciting and 
worthwhile, our constant plotting while riding home 
and our non-stop laughter while we were together.

Both at school and on a bicycle, Adam worked 
hard until he got it right. I can remember countless 
occasions when I would wake up at his house and 
he’d already ridden 100 odd kilometres. I’ve always 
marvelled at the mental strength it must take to do 
that every weekend.

Adam, you’ll be remembered by all of us and thank 
you for being the champion you always were.
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Neil joined the staff of this 
school in late 2008. When the 
school decided to restructure 
some of the management roles, 
particularly those relating to 
fi nance, grounds and buildings, 
the position of business 
manager was formulated. What 
became readily apparent in the 
months after Neil arrived at 
Boys High, was that he wrote, 
or perhaps, rewrote his own 
job description. I don’t mean 
formally, in terms of a contract, 
but rather in the manner in 
which he did the job. In short, 
he broadened it way beyond 
that which could reasonably 
be expected of someone in that 
role. There cannot be too many 
instances in the history of this institution, where 
someone who worked for such a short period came 
to win respect so quickly and in so many quarters. 
Since they received the sad news, many staff, be 
they teachers, administrative staff or grounds staff 
have come to me to say how much he had done for 
them.

As the business manager, nobody would have 
taken it amiss if he had operated purely from his 
offi ce and had limited his work to manager of how 
the rands and cents were spent. The responsibilities 
and pressures associated with running the 
fi nancial side of a 50 million rand operation are 
considerable. Neil took this in his stride, co-
ordinating the interrelated activities of our fi nance 
staff, governors, parents’ association, teachers 
and bush school in terms of budgets, salaries, 
contracts and registration. He helped to facilitate 
new projects and maintenance relating to grounds 
and buildings, often micro-managing projects that 
required urgent attention. Apart from this, he took 
over responsibility for security, and was even 
the liaison person for the World Cup insofar as it 
impacted on this school. It was for all these reasons 
that when we held a short assembly to honour his 
memory, I said to the boys that whether they knew 
it or not, Neil had played a part in their lives as 
pupils here, by doing much to ensure the smooth 
running of key aspects of PBHS.

Nothing was ever too much effort for him. He 
really was someone who mucked in wherever he 
could help. A few examples will have to suffi ce. 

When last year I was working 
on the refurbishment of the 
school museum, he would 
call in each day to see how he 
could assist – I think he could 
see we were never going to 
make that deadline without 
some help

When the portfolio of 
advertising in the school 
magazine fell vacant, Neil 
took it upon himself to run 
this, so as to make possible 
our most ambitious edition 
yet. A few weeks back he was 
helping me to move some braai 
grids to the Solomon House 
gardens, ironically to allow for 
the hosting of a function that 
followed the death of one of 

our school’s parents.
When I jokingly mentioned to his family that 

given a choice, Neil would even have done some 
classroom teaching, they told me that he had 
seriously considered just that when one of our 
accounting teachers resigned at short notice. I have 
no doubt that he would have found this yet another 
way to enjoy the school and that the boys would 
have enjoyed him.

Much of Neil’s devotion to the school stemmed 
from his devotion to his two sons, both pupils here: 
David, in matric last year and James, currently 
in Form 4. The pride he took in their role in the 
school became inseparable from the pride he took 
in himself being on the staff. It was to be seen in 
his support of school functions and sports fi xtures, 
but extended to simple things like attending Friday 
assemblies.

Part of the tragedy of this life cut short lies in the 
fact that Neil had found a job where he was truly 
happy. He never stopped talking about this place 
to friends and family. Some even came here to see 
what it was that made him so enthusiastic.

Some of Neil’s previous jobs and business ventures 
had taken him away from home for extended periods 
of time, which was tough on him as a family man. 
He had also suffered his share of disappointments. 
When he was appointed here he really did believe 
that he had found something special: something that 
was enormously appealing because of its diversity, 
because he believed in its values and because he was 
committed to making a difference. Through his hard 

Neil van Coller
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Neil van Coller
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work and commitment he quickly showed that this 
was an opportunity that he truly cherished. This was 
no convenient comfort zone – it was for him a dream 
job and, by his own admission, became something 
close to an obsession. His determination to make 
things work in all of his areas of responsibility was 
very much a hallmark of his time here.

Neil understood this type of school, having 
attended Falcon College in Zimbabwe: the insights 
he gained there certainly made his contributions 
to Boys High appropriate to our traditions 
and standards. Neil was always proud of his 
association with Falcon College and his favourite 
tie was that of his alma mater. Some of us on the 
school executive ragged him about this and we 
told him he needed some Boys High ties. We 
even went so far as presenting him with a box of 
assorted ties one day and saying he should choose 
some of them. He took one or two to add to his tie 
collection. However, that Falcon tie remained his 

favourite and on the day that he passed away, it 
was that tie he was wearing. Perhaps the motif of 
a creature of Africa being set free is ultimately a 
very appealing one.

While it is easy for us as a school to speak in terms 
of the void that Neil’s passing will leave here at Boys 
High, we must not forget that he was also a father, 
husband and son. Our sincere condolences go to his 
wife Carla, his sons David and James and his brother 
Norman.

Thank you for sharing Neil with us and be 
assured that many of the qualities that make your 
loss so acute are the same ones that make his 
passing so keenly felt by those of us at Pretoria 
Boys High.

[An edited version of the eulogy delivered at Neil’s 
funeral on behalf of PBHS by the acting headmaster, 
John Illsley]
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Abernethy House
Senior Housemaster: Mr M Badenhorst
Tutors: Form I: Ms E Smuts
 Form II: Mr O Field
 Form III: Mr W Koekemoer
 Form IV: Mrs A van Straten
 Form V: Ms K Bezuidenhout
Head Prefect: Jason Fourie
Deputy: Gustaf Swart
Prefects: Heinrich Olmesdahl
 Johann Herbst
 Anthony (TJ) Bryant
 Enrique du Preez
 Kyle Dodds
 Keenan-Jay Barnard

Although 2010 was a year of constant disruption (the 
various Houses and their systems being no exception 
to this), it was a productive year which passed very 
quickly. Despite the House beginning its competitive 
year with a now seemingly traditional lower-order 
fi nish at the Inter-House Swimming Gala, our boys 
were undeterred. This came forth most brilliantly 
in the dedication and pride which was put into 
our production at the Inter-House Play Festival. 
The numerous ground-breaking performances and 
honest, realistic characters who were created and 
presented by the director, Mickail Bain, put us in a 
category of our own: eventually taking fi rst place 
overall in the competition.

The year would defi nitely not have run nearly 
as smoothly as it did without the enthusiasm and 
willingness to work which marked this year’s 
House Prefects as a whole. That having been said, 
Kyle Dodds stood out as one who was willing to 
go several marathons further than was required for 

anyone who needed his assistance.
It must also be said that the matric group led 

the house phenomenally well in terms of their 
example and participation throughout the year – a 
commendable feat. The will to tone involvement 
down as the year went on was completely shunned 
by the group. The enthusiasm of the other boys 
in the House was clearly rallied by this: the Inter-
House events were all very successful and no lanes 
or events were ever left open or unattended.

Thanks must be given to the tutors of the House. 
Charged with the growth, nurture and handling of 
the often administratively tedious everyday affairs 
of the boys, the tutors seemed to handle their duties 
with ease, never losing their cool and never leaving 
the boys in a situation where help was out of their 
reach. A special mention must be made of Ms 
Karin Bezuidenhout, a wonderful woman, who has 
stimulated, loved and groomed the leaving group of 
2010 since their arrival at the school – the amount of 
care which we received from her artistically gifted 
hands will never be forgotten.

Finally, I would like to thank both the boys of the 
House and our leader, Mr Badenhorst: 

the boys for the consistency of their work ethic 
and their own pride in the House that was evident 
on so many occasions throughout the year, and Mr 
Badenhorst for always being willing to dive head-
fi rst into a problem or situation. He addressed 
all matters in an organised, concise manner; with 
passion and fervour for both the House and the boys 
it contained – a fi ne example and an instrumental 
tool in the success of the House this year.

Jason Fourie

Front Row L–R: L Constantinou, T Bryant, K Barnard, J Herbst, J Fourie (Head of House), Mrs K Bezuidenhout (Tutor), G Swart, H Olmesdahl, K 
Dodds, E du Preez, J da Conceicoa.

Second Row L–R: M Bain, W Hoffman, A Calamas, D McDougall, R de Graaf, S Ras, G Cronje, J Venter, J Uken, K Lai, M Carmichael.
Back Row L–R: B Mbambo, T Sithole, R Soar, R du Plessis, L Ramokgopa, T Wolf-Piggott, L Badenhorst, D Weyers, M Adamson, D Pringle, 

S Masters, Mr M Badenhorst (Housemaster).
Absent: D Tshimbombo, D Mothibe, W van Niekerk, J Norambuena.

Abernethy House Tutor Group
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Arcadia House
Senior Housemaster: Mr C MacDonald
Tutors: Form I: Mrs L Georgiades
 Form II: Ms A McLaren
 Form III: Mr O Vermeulen
 Form IV: Mrs K Stenos
 Form V: Mrs E Dreyer
Head Prefect: Neill Barnardt
Deputy: Jordaan Lourens
Prefects: Krati Bogiages
 Jacques Ehlers
 Sakhe Mkosi
 Dylan Reddie
 Otto Scheffl er
 Michael Schoeman

Soccer World Cup year was set to be a very disrupted 
year right from the outset. We realised as a house 
that this notion had to be put aside and the job of 
work at hand had to be done. With this brief in mind 
the house staff and prefects tackled the year head-
on. Not only did we survive 2010, but as a House, 
Arcadia grew in many respects.

We were not very successful in our fi rst Inter-
House activity of the year, the swimming gala. A bad 
result in the beginning of the year sometimes sets 
the tone for the remainder of the year. The result did 
not, however, deter us and we saw the boys keeping 
their heads high. We entered the very busy third term 

(which is known for the many Inter-House events that 
take place) with much excitement. I was privileged 
to witness the boys’ unprecedented passion for the 
house and their will to win, culminating in them 
registering some outstanding results, a few of which 
are as follows: third place in the senior squash; 
second place in the junior hockey; fi rst place in the 
senior chess (the “dream team”); fi rst place in the 
senior debating and fi rst place in the junior squash. 
What was also very reassuring was that the events 
were very well attended, even to the extent that many 
boys were on the bench for the majority of the various 
events. This did not deter these boys and they were 
there, supporting the house with pride (even to the 
extent that there were occasions where our support 
outnumbered that of some of the boarding houses). 
All too often the efforts of these “unsung heroes” go 
unrecognised and I am very proud to say that I have 
boys of this calibre in the house. I hope to see this 
trend continue long into the future.

As a housemaster, I was privileged to have a 
strong support group consisting of the house staff, as 
well as a very passionate and capable prefect body. 
I do believe that Arcadia House is experiencing a 
renaissance and that we will continue to grow and 
prosper in the years to come.

C MacDonald

Front Row L–R: Swanepoel, J Ehlers, M Schoeman, K Bogiages, N Barnardt (Head of House), Mrs E Dreyer (Tutor), J Lourens, O Scheffl er, S 
Mkosi, D Reddie, K Rantloane.

Second Row L–R: Mr C MacDonald (Housemaster), H Mhlongo, D Brown, C Swan, G Hessel, M Reyneke, B Nazer, C de Aveiro.
Third Row L–R: K Fischer, R Smart, T Edwards, D Dominy, G Hofman, T Mathulwe, J Roberts, T van der Westhuizen.

Back Row L–R: P Ngwenze, A Mosito, J Masilela, E Rademeyer, S Massyn, S Shin, A Botha.
Absent: L Muuren, J Hofman.

Arcadia House Tutor Group
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Armstrong House
Senior Housemaster:  Mr P Franken
Tutors: Form I: Mrs D Albers
 Form II: Mr C Fowler
 Form III: Mr R Orr
 Form IV: Mrs T Ronga
 Form V: Mr A de Kock
Headprefect: Michael Light
Deputy : Sean Tucker
Prefects : Devon Duckitt
 Brendan Harle
 James Noonan
 Leslie Nteta
 Dylan Paterson
 Chuma Petros

Armstrong House has emerged as one of the top 
houses in the school and continues to go from 
strength to strength. The ethos and accomplishments 
of Armstrong House rival those of the boarding 
houses. Armstrong came second in the Inter-House 
Gala in 2008 and 2009. This steady run of form 

continued, and dismayed everyone this year when 
we managed to win the gala for the fi rst time in its 
long history.

We have been the top day-boy house in athletics 
for the past three years. Some of the school’s top all-
rounder athletes successfully competed in Armstrong 
colours for the victor ludorum competitions at all 
age group levels. Armstrong’s position as strongest 
day-boy house was further solidifi ed as we once 
again fi nished just behind the boarding houses in 
the Inter-House Athletics.

Mr Franken has played a huge role in the success 
of Armstrong House. He never fails to do a great 
job as Housemaster. Of course, he enjoys the full 
support of the Armstrong prefects, of the Armstrong 
matric group, and every individual member of the 
House. Well done guys! Keep on showing the other 
houses how things are done in the years to come!

Michael Light

Front Row L–R: I Mmotlana, D Duckitt, D Paterson, B Harle (Head of House), Mr A de Kock (Tutor), S Tucker (Deputy Head of House), L 
Nteta, J Noonan, C Petros, D Westwood.

Second Row L–R: S Bhebhe, F Casillo, T Mokhoka, T Bernwieser, W Muller, M Smit, K Mabilo.
Third Row L–R: N van Niekerk, D Fourie, I Basson, A Senekal, M Sauer, S Peters, T Mitchell.

Back Row L–R: Mr P Franken (Housemaster), R Skoczkowski, D Botha, J Wessels, D Uys.
Absent L–R: Govender, M Graham, S Guldenpfennig, K Jordaan.

Armstrong House Tutor Group

Inter-House results
Junior Senior Junior Senior

Chess 3rd 10th Athletics 4th 4th 
Basketball 3rd 3rd Swimming 1st 1st

Table tennis 8th 9th Cross-country 4th 4th 
Hockey 2nd 3rd Rugby 8th 9th 
Climbing 5th 5th Water Polo 2nd 4th 
Soccer 3rd 4th
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Hofmeyr House
Senior Housemaster: Mr J Tucker
Tutors: Form I: Mrs M Prinsen
 Form II: Mr P Noonan
 Form III: Mrs H Baptiste
 Form IV: Mr H Rust
 Form V: Mr P Ewart-Phipps
Head Prefect: Lyall Blanché
Deputy: Bulelani Ntsaluba
Prefects: Louis Buys
 Denzil de Klerk
 Ivan Eggers
 Sandro Mendes
 Dylan Myron
 Justin Schutte

When I think back on the past fi ve years at Pretoria 
Boys High a few regrets come to mind: friends 
not made, opportunities not taken and marks not 
achieved. But if I was to write a list of a thousand 
regrets, I can guarantee that the word "Hofmeyr" 
would not be used once. 

I can personally testify that Hofmeyr has received 
an excellent intake of Form 1’s, who display many 
diverse talents and personalities. My only hope for 
them is that they learn to love their school and house 
as I have over the past fi ve years. 

2010 has been a year of ups and downs with 
regard to inter-house activities. We came top in the 
Table Tennis, Senior Climbing and Senior Basketball 
competitions and fi nished a close second on a few 
occasions. Hofmeyr also managed to show its 
feminine side by scooping both the best and the 

second best actress accolades at the annual Inter-
House Play Festival. All in all, Hofmeyr has solidifi ed 
its position as an above average day boy house, 
thereby creating a platform for further improvement 
in the years to come. 

2010 was also a year during which several fun-
fi lled and social activities were arranged. During the 
second term the Form 3 group organized an indoor 
soccer competition in which about 70 boys took 
part. It was great fun and it provided a wonderful 
opportunity for boys from different forms to interact 
on a social level. Another such event was when the 
Form 2 group braaied boerewors rolls for the whole 
house on the day of the Inter-House Athletics. 

At the beginning of the year Mr. Tucker and the 
house prefects had a vision of creating an identity 
for Hofmeyr, to make Hofmeyr more than just a 
physical entity that all members can feel that they 
belong to. I'm glad to report that the signs of success 
are already beginning to show, in the spirit and 
commitment of all who have had, and will continue 
to have, the privilege of being part of Hofmeyr. 

This brings me to the people who made it all 
possible. On behalf of all the boys, I would like 
to thank the Hofmeyr staff for their commitment 
and passion. Without Mr. Tucker and the tutors, 
Hofmeyr would undoubtedly grind to a halt. 

It has been both a pleasure and an honour 
to be a small part of a house that displays such 
determination, spirit and camaraderie.

Louis Buys 

Front Row L–R: V Moonsamy, L Chokalingam, S Mendes, I Eggers, D de Klerk, Mr P Ewart-Phipps (Tutor), L Blanché (Head of House), D 
Myron, L Buys, J Shutte, A Nkgoeng.

Second Row L–R: I Kamya, A Nepomuceno, T Nepomuceno, D Mosala, R Haug, Y Yen, B Abrahamse, S van Wyk, I Liebenberg.
Third Row L–R: T Boettiger, L van Wyk, N wessels, N Badenhorst, J Gerber, P van den Bergh, S van Zyl.

Back Row L–R: K McNerney, G Praeg, C Rodewalt, J Hsu, Mr J Tucker (Housemaster).

Hofmeyr House Tutor Group
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Matheson House
Senior Housemaster: Mrs A Matthews
Tutors Form I: Mrs M Müller
 Form II: Mr S Anderson
 Form III: Mr L van Reenen
 Form IV: Ms C Zietsman
 Form V: Mrs U Naudé
Head Prefect: John Mouton
Deputy: Freddie Boshoff
Prefects: Kyle Baker
 Divan Ehlers
 Wihan Horn
 Keith Kichenbrand
 Richard Kingon
 Cobus van der Merwe

Matheson boys can look back over this year with both 
pride and hope for the future. We started the year 
in a very positive manner by fi nishing third in the 
Inter-House gala, which was probably the highlight 
of our year. From then on the sports results that we 
produced were not quite as impressive, but we can 
be very proud of the immense passion and pride that 
we showed when competing. Another success story 

of the year was our Inter-House play which was said 
to be very funny. Both Freddie Boshoff and Steph 
Kellaris received a special mention for their parts in 
the play. Thanks must go to Mrs Matthews, all the 
tutors, and the House Prefects, for all the work that 
they did to ensure a successful year for Matheson. 

I am very positive for the future of the house, 
especially after seeing the juniors’ strong results in 
the swimming. With their semi-fi nal fi nish in the 
soccer and the fact that one of our boys won the 
Form 1 race, I feel that the house will soon be a top 
competitor again and return to its rightful place as 
the top day-boy house. 

The matrics of 2010 will all be able to refl ect fondly 
on their time in this house, all of the friendships made 
over the fi ve years and the hours spent competing in 
the maroon shirts. We are all very proud to have been 
Matheson soldiers during our time at Boys High. I 
would like to wish the 2011 House Prefects the best 
of luck and I trust that under their leadership the 
house will reach new heights.

John Mouton

Front Row L–R: Mrs A Matthews (Housemaster), W Horn, K Baker, K Kichenbrand, J Mouton (Head of House), Mrs U Naude (Tutor), F 
Boshoff, R Kingon, D Ehlers, C van der Merwe, N Ali.

Second Row L–R: W Warwick, S Carvalho-Malekzene, K Maumela, S Kellaris, M Vandeyas, D Coles, R van Tonder, D Pillay, B Cox
Third Row L–R: J Smith, R Scheepers, M Kitshoff, L Pretorius, T Maubane, S Moagi, T Ditabo, L Twalo.

Back Row L–R: D van der Walt, R Boshoff, W Sage, M Niebuhr, D Jooste, J Theunissen, T Molepo.

Matheson House Tutor Group
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Rissik House
Senior Housemaster: Mr M Smuts
Tutors: Form I: Mr R O’Donoghue
 Form II: Mr J Page
 Form III: Mr D Botha
 Form IV: Mr R Köhne
 Form V: Mr M Smuts
Head Prefect: Jordan Leppan
Deputy: Joshua Nel
Prefects: David Clark
 Bongani Maqutyana
 Gaolese Moroeng
 Ben Rath
 Ethan van der Walt

Life at Rissik House has been a very exciting one in 
2010. It started off with a couple of ‘speed bumps’ in 
the form of some sensitive ‘Boss-skiv’ issues but we 
soon brushed them aside and our Inter-House Play 
confi rmed the fact that we are not only a sporting 
house. Greg Lavagna’s directorship of ‘Maczeff’ – A 
modern Macbeth – earned Rissik House a second 
place position but in the hearts of the Rissik boys it 
should have taken the gold medal.

Rissik House performed admirably in the magical 
Inter-House Gala but unfortunately we did not have 
our ‘fi sh scales’ on properly and most of our minds 
were probably still fi xated on the previous night’s 
activities –  the infamous car-denting, nose-breaking 
‘raids’ – with our neighbouring boarding houses.

When the school’s winter season began we had a 
number of our Rissik boys representing the A-teams 
across the board. The 1st XV rugby side was captained 
by none other than Katlego Maake, who led by a 
magnifi cent example. But it was not only the 1st side 
which was led by a Rissik boy, the 2nds and 3rds were 
led onto Brooks Field by Sean van Niekerk and Max 
von Johannides respectively.

Our rugby potential reaped rewards when it 
came to Inter-House competition and our Juniors 
gave their best but were not quite able to come away 

with fi rst place but our Seniors showed them how it 
should be done, by coming away with the trophy!

It is clear Rissik House is very skilful when it comes 
to balls because, besides our top Inter-House rugby 
results, our Inter-House soccer team showed glimpses 
of World Cup skills, and were able to reign victorious!

Later in the year, we once again showed how 
well rounded Rissik is, defying the stereotype 
about boarders only being able to play rugby and 
eat like machines, when we came second in the 
senior debating, our Juniors won the climbing and 
we shared combined victory (with Solomon) in the 
athletics. The athletics was a real nail-biting affair 
that went down to the last relay.

Despite all Rissik’s top results throughout the 
year, we also went through periods of sadness when 
two Form 1 boys lost their dads. Death is always a 
hard thing to cope with, especially for young teenage 
boys who are looking to their fathers for guidance 
but the way that every Rissik boy has helped these 
two Form 1’s and given them all of their love and 
support has cemented the fact that this place is not 
only a house, but rather a home as well!

When it comes to individual performances, Dylan 
Jacobs, who was one of the stars of our athletics 
victory, represented our house and the country at 
the Youth Olympics and did us all proud by coming 
fourth. Joshua Nel helped the Northern Gauteng 
climbing team to victory at the South African 
championships held in Durban.

Looking back, 2010 was an amazing year and it has 
been a privilege to have spent it at Rissik House. We 
have had our fair share of problems and moments of 
sadness but they have been over-shadowed by the 
joy and happiness each boy has experienced while 
in the House and the problems have only served as 
a means of making us a tighter knit family ,or as we 
like to say – a brother of legends!!

Jordan Leppan

Front Row L–R: M Matatiele, B Maqutyona, E van der Walt, J Nell (Deputy head of house), Mr M Smuts (Housemaster), J Leppan (Head of 
house), D Clark, B Rath, G Moroeng.

Second Row L–R: J Tlokotsi, A Smith, M Von Johannides, G McKenzie, R Pentz, N Lebakeng, G Lavagna, W Machete.
Back Row L–R: S Carnie, S van Niekerk, R Haagner, W Zimmer, K Maake.

Rissik House Tutor Group
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School House
Senior Housemaster: Mr D Harvey
Tutors: Form I: Mr J Cook
 Form II: Mr C Fielding
 Form III: Mr J Kelly
 Form IV: Mr C Smit
 Form V: Mr D Harvey
Head Prefect: Vincent Ramantsima
Deputy: Mitch Harris
Prefects: Callan Bartlett
 Ryan Bartlett
 Henry Brinsford
 Matthew Eales
 Olusegun Ogunbanjo
 Athan Page

Passionate, driven, determined and unique is Boys 
High summed up in a few of words. It seems like 
only yesterday when we came here from so many 
different backgrounds, so many different schools, 
and so many different cultures; only yesterday, we 
sang 500 Faces to a Boys High family. Today, I’m 
so privileged to say that we’re a part of that family 
and part of that society. We know only one culture, 
one school, one background, one set of customs 
and one way of life. All we know is Pretoria Boys 
High.

Five years ago twenty-three strangers met at a 
hostel, today twenty-three brothers leave. Would I 
have lived these years any differently? No, I’d live 

them again. School House – House of Men. What a 
year we have overcome. The true and core qualities 
that make a Boys High boy have truly manifested 
themselves in us. We had goals this year and as a unit 
we’ve achieved them to a great extent. How do you 
defi ne love? One answer, the passion and pride that 
oozes from any School House boy.

There has been no single highlight of the year 
as every memory has been absolutely amazing. 
Right from the spirit, nerve and mettle that the boys 
showcased at the Inter-House gala to the strength of 
mind, willpower and drive with which we ran the 
Inter-House Cross Country. Winners of fi ve Inter-
House events says very little about a house fi lled with 
absolute winners, and even when we didn’t win, the 
atmosphere, feeling and ambience of everyone around 
us let us know you didn’t want to be anywhere else. I 
will forever engrave the names of the 115 boys I had 
the pleasure to lead in my heart and will cherish the 
memories and reminiscences made in that clover on 
that purple and white shirt.

My profound thanks also go to Mr Harvey and the 
Housemasters for the superb running of the house. 
All in all, the house has gone forward this year and 
if the house looks so beautiful now and the overall 
atmosphere is so electric, why would you want to be 
anywhere else?

Vincent Ramantsima

Front Row L–R: S Ogunbanjo, M Eales, R Bartlett, V Ramantsima (Head boy), Mr D Harvey (Senior housemaster), M Harris (Deputy head 
boy), C Bartlett, H Brinsford, S Kerrod.

Back Row L–R: R Howland, V Primmer, M Penn-Clarke, B Baker, B Mabeta, J Murray, S Ehrlich, M Benson, T Matsebanane, T Matsaung.
Inset L–R: S Schnetler, A Page.

School House Tutor Group
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Solomon House
Senior Housemaster: Mr M Smith
Tutors: Form I: Mr M Smith
 Form II: Mr K Petje
 Form III: Mr J Webber
 Form IV: Mr N Loupos
 Form V: Mr R Blackmore
Head Prefect: Matthew Currie
Deputy: Michael Voysey
Prefects: Sven Appelgryn
 Moses Bokaba
 Schalk de Waal
 Michael Elliot-Murray
 Dustin Phelan
 Craig Stephens

2010 for Solomon House was a very successful and 
memorable year. The house has to keep progressing 
and after a great 2009, the matrics were positive and 
enthusiastic about making Solomon House peak 
above the rest.

From an interesting, water-logged matric camp, 
to the arrival of the new Form Is, to the heart and 
commitment shown at the Inter-House Gala, to 

sharing the Inter-House athletics with Rissik and 
everything in between: the year never failed to 
surprise us.

I would like to thank each and every Solomon 
Knight for the determination and perseverance 
they continuously showed throughout the year. 
The housemasters also need to be thanked sincerely 
for their continuous hard work and commitment. I 
would also like to thank Mr Blackmore for all he 
has done for the 2010 leaving group in the last two 
years. Mr Smith has always been understanding 
and puts the boys fi rst. Thank you for your hard 
work.

Lastly, I need to thank my matrics, thank you for 
the awesome year and all the memories..

To every Solomon boy that goes through this 
most remarkable house, remember, yes, you have a 
legacy to live up to but do not let this tie you down, 
rather reach for the stars and leave your own, better 
legacy behind. Good luck to you all and keep the 
name fl ying high.

Matthew Currie

Front Row L–R: M Elliot-Murray, S de Waal, S Appelgryn, M Currie (Head of House), Mr R Blackmore (Tutor), M Voysey, M Bokaba, D 
Phelan, S Moruane.

Second Row L–R: A Ralston, D Marsh, R Jordaan, F du Toit, M Dulson, N Bokaba, D Combrink, M Bailey.
Back Row L–R: N Fourie, B van Heerden, D Askham, J Holtshauzen, D van Heerden, E Malan, Mr M Smith (Housemaster).

Solomon House Tutor Group
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Sunnyside House
Senior Housemaster: Mr D Wright
Tutors: Form I: Mrs H Coetzee
 Form II: Mrs S Ward
 Form III: Mr L Randall
 Form IV: Mrs D Roode
 Form V: Mr M Moodley
Head Prefect: Stephen Anderson
Deputy: Reynecke Swanepoel
Prefects: Matthew Byrch
 Stuart Corlett
 Cuan Humphries
 Eduard Trautmann 
 Daniel van Wyk
 Ryan Venn

A new era dawned in January when Pretoria Boys 
High opened for the 2010 year. A new Headmaster 
(taking offi ce in July) signalled the start of some 
interesting changes within the school and Sunnyside 
House.

Ably led by Stephen Anderson, the House Prefects 
of 2010 wasted little time in getting the house spirit 
fl owing. They set about ensuring that their impact 
was positive and that they would leave enthusiasm 
and a passion for the House when they left at the 
end of the year. I must admit that I had my doubts, 
but I am so glad that this tenacious group of prefects 

proved me wrong: they created a positive energy 
within the house and ensured that my job was made 
a little easier too.

The Inter-House competition was again very 
interesting, with a number of second and third 
positions keeping us at the top of the day-boy houses, 
although our luck in the swimming and athletics was 
a welcome change to the usual ninth and tenth we 
seem to get each year! It is still a bit worrying that 
with all this encouragement, some boys still choose 
to do nothing for their house or school. The saddest 
thing is that some will wake up many years after 
leaving school to realise that they should maybe 
have done more while they were here…

2010 also saw us welcome Mr Lionel Randall to 
the house as the Form III tutor. His impact was felt 
immediately with his group of boys shining at the 
Inter-House Swimming competition. We wish him 
all the best in his time with us.

I would like to thank all of my house staff. Their 
passion and commitment to ensuring the boys in 
their care are happy and making the best of their 
opportunities at a school such as this, are amazing. 
Without them, this house would not function as 
successfully as it does. Thank you.

D Wright

Front Row L–R: N van Bergen, D Christian, R Venn, M Byrch, S Anderson (Head of House), Mr M Moodley (Tutor), R Swanepoel, 
Humphries, S Corlett, T Semenya, E Trautmann.

Second Row L–R: P Muller, M Joubert, K Roberts, J Robilliard, A Yared, G Fernandes, K Matshego, R Nel, D Mjo, N Yende.
Back Row L–R: H Fong, D Piasecki, R Cunningham, T McDonald, M Ngwato, M von Maltitz, M Ferreira, B Marais.

Sunnyside House Tutor Group
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Town House
Senior Housemaster: Dr J Lombard
Tutors: Form I: Mrs T Randall
 Form II: Mrs H Stuart
 Form III: Mr P de Wet
 Form IV: Mrs A Theron
 Form V: Mr L Keeton
Head Prefect: Francesco Prelorenzo
Deputy: Warren Davison
Prefects: Shannon Dalton
 Costa Ellinas
 Alexander Johannes
 Dwayne Liebenberg
 Dirang Setshogoe
 Francois van Straten

The colour red is normally used to symbolise 
passion, fi re, heart, loyalty and honour; qualities I 
believe perfectly describe your typical Town House 
boy – boys of the Red Hot House.

Town House has become a house that challenges 
the boarders and fellow day houses in every sphere of 
the Inter-House competitions. There is a tremendous 
amount of talent in the house with this being refl ected in 
the fi ne results achieved in 2010, including: winners in 
the Inter-House tennis and junior basketball, runners-
up in junior soccer, junior chess, junior climbing and 
senior climbing and third place in junior rugby, senior 
rugby and junior debating. Although I am proud of our 
achievements this year, I am more proud of the way 

in which we competed. There was a huge amount of 
passion, desire, commitment and hard work that went 
into every Inter-House competition this year. The 
problem was never in the fi nding of boys to compete but 
rather in the selection of boys from long lists of willing 
participants. Thank you to all the boys who represented 
Town House in 2010. A special mention must be made 
of Francois van Straten, James Kampman, Dirang 
Setshogoe, Frederic Raw, William Fourie, Alexander 
Johannes and Ezekiel Segole – matrics who won awards 
and trophies at the 2010 Valediction Service.

I would like to pay tribute to the House Prefects and 
matric tutor group for setting a fi ne example of pride, 
commitment and dedication to Town House in 2010. The 
seniors deserve a large amount of credit for the successes 
achieved this year. A dependable and loyal staff of tutors 
form the backbone of the house. Thank you to every tutor 
for genuinely caring for the boys in your care. The boys 
feel welcome, safe and secure. The support of the tutors 
for their boys at Inter-House competitions spurred them 
on and was both noticed and very much appreciated. 
Town House is blessed with great tutors.

May Town House of 2011 build on the success 
achieved this year – learn from mistakes made and 
strive to do even better. May Town House always be 
a house where the boys feel at home, where talent can 
fl ourish and that Boys High can be proud of.

Dr J Lombard and Francesco Prelorenzo

Front Row L–R: A Perrotti, A Johannes, F van Straten, C Ellinas, F Prelorenzo (head prefect of Town House), Mr L Keeton (Tutor), W 
Davison, S Dalton, D Setshogoe, D Liebenberg, O Monyela.

Second Row L–R: E Segole, F Raw, J Joubert, M Collier, C de Oliviera, M Lourens, A Symondson, R Oakes.
Third Row L–R: D Esterhuizen, T Makofane, H Maserumule, J Joubert, A Delaney, M Boy, J Kampman, S Ngelenga.

Back Row L–R: Dr J Lombard (Senior Housemaster), K Letlape, W Fourie, A Jekel, C Breedt, D Mole.

Town House Tutor Group
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Matric Dance
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1. The staff room all dressed up and ready to go.
2. The backdrop, setting the tone of the theme.
3.  Two matric dance waiters, Justin Marsh and Cullen 

Botes, all dressed up and hair gelled, waiting in 
anticipation for the guests to arrive.

4.  Two mannequins, dressed up in the original Ascot 
costumes, kindly lent to us by the State Theatre.

5.  Waiters “awaiting” the arrival of the fi rst guests in front 
of the decorated façade of the main building.

6.  A closer view of the exquisitely laid tables in one of the 
quads.

7.  Two of the proud jockeys on SAPD horses, with the 
handler.

8.  The centre piece of the dance fl oor, the chandelier, dressed 
up once again by Shelley Male, fi t for the Queen of 
England.

9.  The matrics and their partners having the time of their 
lives.

10.  Our fi bre-glass horse, named Charlie by the waiters, 
waiting to dig into the spectacular meal of roses, liliums 
and chrysanthemums, that ex-Boys High mother, Shelley 
Male, had prepared for him.

1 2

3

4 5
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Remembrance Day Speech by Brig Gen John Bayne at PBHS on 11 
November 2010 

Remembrance Day
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Headmaster, Offi cers, Ladies and Gentlemen but 
most importantly, the young men of PBHS. It is 
indeed a privilege and pleasure to briefl y address 
you all on this Remembrance Day, the 11th of 
November 2010. 

JOHN 15:3. Greater Love has no man than this, that 
he lay down his life for his friends. Those we remember 
today sacrifi ced self, gave service to others and 
through it became men amongst men. They did 
this under extremely emotional and challenging 
circumstances, hence we salute them and draw on 
their example in our own lives.

Remembrance Day is also known as Poppy 
Day, Armistice Day or Veterans’ Day. It is a 
Commonwealth anniversary to commemorate the 
sacrifi ces of members of the armed forces and of 
civilians in times of war, specifi cally since the First 
World War. It is observed on 11 November to recall 
the end of the First World War on that date i.e. 11 
November 1918. Major hostilities of World War I 
were formally ended “at the 11th hour of the 11th day 
of the 11th month” of 1918 with the German signing 
of the Armistice.

The poppy’s signifi cance to Remembrance Day 
comes as a result of Canadian military physician 
John McCrae’s poem IN FLANDERS FIELDS. The 
poppy emblem was chosen because of the poppies 
that bloomed across some of the worst battlefi elds 
of Flanders (in World War I), the red colour an 
appropriate symbol for the bloodshed of trench 
warfare. The poppy was adopted as a national 
symbol of remembrance.

The four colonies of South Africa eventually 
reconciled themselves to unity in 1910 when the 
Union of South Africa was formed. In 1912 the Union 
Defence Force was formed and every ‘European’ 
citizen was required to be prepared to serve his 
country. 

Then the crunch came: in 1914 the King of England 
declared war on Germany on behalf of the Empire 
and a week after this declaration, Prime Minister 
Louis Botha handed over responsibility for fi ghting on 
Britain’s side to the military, the Union Defence Force.

Despite internal friction, UDF troops conquered 
South West Africa; the Germans surrendered in July 
1915. The UDF was then sent to German East Africa 
where they fought a protracted war against the wily 
German commander, General Paul von Lettow-
Vorbeck. South African troops were also engaged 
in confl icts in the Middle East and in Flanders. For 
South Africa the most famous battle on the Western 
Front took place at Delville Wood in July 1916, when 

within a few short days the South Africans suffered 
2 815 casualties.

In November 1918 the carnage caused by the 
deadly trinity of wire, trenches and machine guns 
was over. To the Allied cause South Africa had 
contributed 190 000 white and 60 000 non-white 
soldiers, as well as 25 000 non-white auxiliaries. 

The Union of South Africa had entered the war 
under very challenging circumstances but under 
fi re had proved itself a loyal and capable ally. For 
gallantry on the battlefi eld 13 South Africans were 
awarded the highest decorations. Altogether, the 
campaigns in France and Egypt claimed 4 454 South 
Africans killed and over 10 000 wounded.

My wife’s grandfather, named Wally Cheney – a 
17 year old at the outbreak of WW1 – lied about his 
age so he could go to war. Many other young South 
African men did the same. Wally ended up in the 
Battle of Delville Wood, lost an arm but returned 
home after hostilities.

Within less than a generation the call to arms 
sounded again. And, like its allies, South Africa was 
completely unprepared when Prime Minister Jan 
Smuts declared war on Germany on 6 September 
1939. The Permanent Force was pitifully small, but 
by the end of the war South Africa had raised over 
350 000 men and women – blacks, whites, Indians 
and Coloureds – to stand alongside the Allied forces. 
Nearly all of them were volunteers. South Africans 
proved to be fi ne soldiers wherever they fought – 
in the searing heat of the North African desert, the 
tropical conditions of Madagascar or in the freezing 
mountains of northern Italy.

As in 1918, so again in 1945, South Africa had 
fought the good fi ght alongside her allies – despite 
the lingering heritage of the Boer War. Germany had 
been a foe in two world wars.

Again Wally Cheney lied about his age, claiming 
to be younger to join the lads!! The Army defaulted 
Wally for only having one arm but he tried and 
insisted on serving in an administrative role on the 
home front. What an attitude and call to service!!

I was fortunate a few weeks ago to meet and host 
87 year old retired Major General “Chuck Yeager” 
on a visit to the SAAF. Chuck was not only the fi rst 
man to fl y Mach 1 – faster than the speed of sound – 
but was an aviation legend. 

Herewith an extract from his CV: “Shot down over 
enemy territory only one day after his fi rst kill in 1943, 
Yeager evaded capture, and with the aid of the French 
Resistance, made his way across the Pyrenees to neutral 
Spain. Although Army policy prohibited his return to 
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combat fl ight, Yeager personally appealed to General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and was allowed to fl y combat 
missions again. In all, he fl ew 64 combat missions in 
World War II. On one occasion he shot down a German 
jet from a prop plane. By war’s end he had downed 13 
enemy aircraft, fi ve in a single day”.

Again an example to us all of sheer determination, 
service and self-discipline.

Then followed the longest war of all – the Cold 
War between the East and the West. Again South 
Africa was a dependable ally; the Union of South 
Africa sent men and particularly the Air Force, to 
assist during the Berlin Blockade (1948–49) and again 
during the Korean War (1950–53). In particular the 
role played by 2 Squadron, the Flying Cheetahs, in 
the latter campaign, must be noted.

 So what does this all mean to you young men of 
PBHS today?
William Barclay said the following:
For a happy life, three things are necessary:
Something to hope for.
Something to do.
Someone to love.
 Something to hope for: Alexander the Great, in a 
mood of generosity, was once handing out gifts. To one 

he gave a fortune, to another a province, to another a 
position of high honour. A friend said to him, “By doing 
this you will have nothing for yourself”. “ Oh yes I 
have”, said Alexander. “I have kept what is greatest of 
all. I have kept my hope”.
 Something to do: Anyone who can look back to days 
of unemployment or to time of enforced inactivity when 
the hours seemed slow and empty, knows that work is 
not a curse but a blessing.
 Someone to love: Browning writes: “he looked at her: 
she looked at him: suddenly life awoke.”
 When love enters life, there comes a new thrill; a new 
humility; a new awareness of possibilities undreamed 
of. When love is born, life and the world are renewed.
How great is the blessing of someone to love.”
You need not go to war to face battles in life. You 

will all face “battles” in your future life – be they 
personal, social, family, at school or at work. You will 
feel danger, anxiety and probably some panic. But 
take courage, strength and heart from these “Poppy 
Field” heroes we remember today. Face your battles, 
always have something to hope for, work hard and 
fi nd someone to love. 

In closing I would like to read a piece by Bernard 
Levine as encouragement:
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Secrets of Success by Bernard Levine:

“You are the architect of your life.
Create your own opportunities and make things happen.
Set yourself a specifi c goal and monitor your progress.

Be of service.
Keep doing things for others without counting the cost.

Turn your defeats into victories.
Control your environment.

Mix with the kind of people who inspire you.
Keep your attitude positive and your health in fi ne trim.

Let G–D go before you in everything you do.
Pray regularly with feeling.

Always be planning something constantly.
You are the magnet of your circumstances.

Never give up”
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Remembrance Day: the choir singing “O Valiant Hearts”

The guest 
speaker: 
Brig. 
Gen. John 
Bayne, 
SAAF.
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40 Year on Reunion Address by Peter Ryan (Head Prefect, 1970)

40 Year on Reunion
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thank you for sharing this day with the Class of 
1970 and granting us the privilege of once more 
being permitted to walk the hallowed hallways and 
grounds of this fi ne school.

The fact that the words of the School anthem have 
materialised this year is of special signifi cance to 
us, and that most of us have managed to survive to 
Forty Years On is a minor miracle in itself; the real 
surprise, however, is the rapidity with which it has 
struck. To those of 1970 who are not with us today, 
we pause for a moment in their memory and ponder 
their unfulfi lled aspirations … Thank you.

I had gained a great respect for Pretoria Boys 
High School even before being enrolled as a pupil. 
Growing up in a remote village in the Eastern 
Transvaal Lowveld, by the name of Bushbuckridge, 
virtually our only contact with the outside world, 
besides a crystal set or shortwave radio, was The 
Star newspaper, which would arrive regularly by 
post, seven days after the event. One evening as 
we were sitting beside the fi re in the lounge of our 
home, a parcel arrived with the post addressed to 
my Grandfather. The parcel produced a photograph 
of the Roll of Honour of those Servicemen of Pretoria 
Boys High School who had succumbed in the Second 
World War, and there, at the top of the furthest row, 
on the right of the photograph was the name of my 
uncle, Mc Indoe J M. Here was an institution that 
had found the home of one of its past pupils, in a 
remote place where the newspaper arrived seven 
days late, to honour and offer the School’s respect 
to his name and as a reminder to his parents of 
his sacrifi ce. What a proud day it was when I fi rst 
walked into the front foyer of the School and beheld 
the very same Roll of Honour. My mother, who is 
turning ninety shortly, still has that photograph on a 
wall in her lounge. The family has remembered.

Turn around to the gallery and take a look at the 
boys of 1970 who are now Forty Years On. Among 
them are a Springbok swimmer; professional Soccer 
players; provincial cricket and tennis players; 
unfortunately, no names in the rugby world, having 
lost to Affi es by 33 points to 3 in 1970; two Rhodes 
Scholars, one of whom received the Vinerian 
Scholarship at Oxford for the highest award for 
academic achievement in law, one hundred percent 
for a law paper, which had never been achieved in 
the eight hundred year history of that University 
and a Judge of the Constitutional Court of South 
Africa. There is a Rabbi and there are Architects, 
Doctors, Dermatologists, Neuro and Opthalmic 

Surgeons, Veterinary Surgeons, a Professor of Bio 
Chemistry and Research Scientists, Educationalists, 
Entrepreneurs, Engineers and Town Developers, 
Bankers and Financial Advisors, Accountants, 
Lawyers, an Air line Pilot/Captain, IT Specialists, 
Raconteurs, Authors of Novels and Biographies. 
There are those who even today, and having had a 
successful forty years, confess that they still do not 
know what they want to be or do with their lives. 
And then we have one who today runs a successful 
marketing company of his own, who gained a certain 
amount of fame/notoriety on the campus of Rhodes 
University: the Phantom Pie Thrower, who would, 
for R10, which was money in those days, almost a 
term’s pocket money, don his stocking mask and 
place a pie in the face of a guest speaker, political 
activist or whomsoever his sponsor chose to set up 
as the target! There were those of us who stood, hair 
down to our shoulders, in peak hour traffi c opposite 
1 Jan Smuts Avenue, Braamfontein, facing the 
baton wielding, unfi t, blue shirted, button popping, 
uniformed police contingent, bearing banners with 
“Free Mandela” slogans (while the hobo from 
Joubert Park, with a “Drink Milk” banner, was 
receiving more toots from the passing traffi c than we 
were) and Professor Khan, reading from some legal 
text, was assuring the students that the police were 
not permitted to set foot on 2 Jan Smuts Avenue, 
the campus of University of the Witwatersrand. 
Before Prof Khan could complete his sanction of the 
gathering, the police had charged and taken away 
or beaten up the slower moving protesters. There 
is one who stowed away on the ship SA Oranje, 
passed through Britain and eventually landed up in 
Canada, and is now a famed artist and self-styled 
guru. There is another who wanted to know of his 
teachers why, if he didn’t know how to spell a word, 
he should have to look it up in the dictionary, which 
word, if he knew how to spell it in the fi rst place, he 
wouldn’t have had to look up.

Today the Class of 1970 have assembled here to 
pay tribute to and show their respect for a school 
that moulded and shaped their lives over fi ve 
years and more, and gave them the grounding and 
the skills to achieve what they have over the past 
forty years. In our day there was a system of feeder 
primary schools, with boarding facilities in Pretoria 
for boys in the country areas where there were no 
English high schools. If a boy attended the feeder 
school he was virtually guaranteed admittance to 
Pretoria Boys High at the appropriate time. At some 
feeder schools, pupils were obliged to attend the 

The Pretorian 2010 (1).indd   45The Pretorian 2010 (1).indd   45 2011/07/19   09:09:29 AM2011/07/19   09:09:29 AM



The Pretorian46

40 Year on Reunion
A

N
N

UA
L 

EV
EN

TS
important functions at Boys High and by the time a 
boy matriculated at Boys High, he had had a twelve 
year relationship with the school. Nevertheless, you 
will fi nd, in later life, no matter the length of your 
relationship with school, whether it spans twelve 
years or the standard fi ve years, or however fl eeting 
it might be, it will be of a permanent nature.

The Class of 1970 also pays tribute to our 
Headmaster, Desmond Abernethy and the 
wonderful body of men and women who formed 
the teaching staff at the time. There numbered at 
one stage four or fi ve Doctors of Education, Maths, 
Science and other fi elds of expertise on the staff. The 
quality and dedication of all the staff is what saw 
many a boy through matric and inspired others on 
to greater achievements. Mr Abernethy loved all the 
sports, with he himself playing tennis at the School 
House tennis court with members of the staff and 
others. Desmond was a deeply religious man who 
read passages from the Bible at Friday Assemblies, 
and then with his wonderful Irish “gift of the gab”, 
extracted the lesson for the day. He loved the books 
of the Old Testament, especially the Book of Job and 
was strengthened and inspired by the trials and 
tribulations of Job and his unerring and steadfast 
faith in his God, Jehovah. We were blessed with 
inspiring thought provoking teachers, one of whom 
is still here today, as curator of the School Museum, 
Keith Gibbs, who coached me at cricket from 
standard six, and there will be others who will join 
us tomorrow evening at the dinner.

The walk through the school grounds and 
buildings has been a personal journey of reminiscence 
for each Old Boy, and I can assure you that each has 
recalled his own special experiences and thoughts. 
To the wives and partners of the Old Boys who 
have accompanied them on their journey, thank 
you for your patience and support and I trust this 
will give you an insight into why we Old Boys still 
treasure this school after forty years. The morning 
has also been an eye opener to those who have 
not been to the school recently; the improvements 
both physically, the buildings, grounds and sports 
fi elds, and culturally, are spectacular. The number 
of clubs and societies and bands and orchestras that 
have been introduced is phenomenal. The Pretorian 
of 68 pages in 1970 has expanded to 230 odd pages 
today. The manners and behaviour of the boys are 
impeccable. One cannot fail to be impressed by the 
maintenance of the high values and standards that 

the school has always inculcated and this is a grand 
tribute to the custodians both past and present.

To the boys of the present, you are blessed with 
a school with modern and sophisticated equipment, 
wonderful cultural and sporting facilities and a 
dedicated and highly qualifi ed staff. Make full use 
of your time at the school and extract all that you can 
while you have the opportunity and, on leaving, you 
will be able to confront the world with confi dence 
and enthusiasm. When you get out there be kind to 
this world, it is the only one we have, cherish it. And 
remember there are many cultures and civilisations 
out there with differing perspectives of this world as 
was so aptly expressed by Chief Seattle, Chief of the 
Suquamish Indians, on being forced to sell his tribal 
land to the Washington Government in 1854 when he 
said, “The President in Washington sends word that 
he wished to buy our land. How can you buy or sell 
the sky, the warmth of the land? The idea is strange 
to us. If we do not own the freshness of the air and 
the sparkle of the water, how can you buy them?… 
We know the white man does not understand our 
ways. One portion of land is the same to him as the 
next, for he is a stranger who comes in the night and 
takes from the land whatever he needs. The earth 
is not his brother, but his enemy, and when he has 
conquered it, he moves on. He leaves his father’s 
grave behind and he does not care. His father’s 
grave and his children’s birthright are forgotten. He 
treats his mother, the earth, and his brother, the sky, 
as things to be bought, plundered, sold like sheep or 
bright beads. His appetite will devour the earth and 
leave behind only a desert”. Let these words not be 
true of you, the boys of Boys High School.

Before I get to the Headmaster, I would like to 
thank Mr John Illsley; who was instrumental in 
the setting up of the magnifi cent School Museum, 
housed in the old Library; for his stewardship of 
the school during the period from the end of the 
Schroder era to the arrival of Mr Reeler.

To Mr Reeler, welcome by the Class of 1970 to 
this wonderful institution and everything of the best 
in the task that lies ahead of you. You will have the 
support of the Old Boys, and the years of experience 
and wisdom of Mr Schroder, which, I am sure will 
be of comfort.

I will end as I did in 1970 by saying, “What can 
one do but love that which is beautiful, what can one 
do but love Boys High School”.

Thank you
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Science Expo Form III
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TS All in all PBHS achieved 5 Bronze, 4 Silver and 6 Golds at the Regional Expo.
3 Projects went through to the National Expo where PBHS received 2 Golds and 1 Bronze.

1.  L–R: Calvin Janse van Vuuren, Kevin Pietersen, Garrick Nelissen. This project went on to achieve a bronze medal at the National Expo.
2. L–R: Ricardo Carbonatto, Armand Robberts, Alexander Oelofse
3. Stephen Geldenhuys
4. L–R: Corné van Pletzen, Charl Reyneke, Oscar Huang, Praveen Dinna
5. L–R: Nicolaas Venter, Pedré Viljoen. This project achieved a Gold Medal at the Regional Expo
6. L–R: Mathew Harris, James Gous, Shane Horsley. This project achieved a Silver Medal at the Regional Expo.

1 2

3 4

5 6
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This amazing camping tour made it possible 
for twenty-four Form III Geography students to 
experience nature at its best in the Golden Gate 
area.

Thus two dozen Form III boys gathered in front 
of the School at 05:30 on Thursday 9 September. 
The luggage was a colourful mix from imported to 
not-so-sophisticated camping gear. The tour was a 
camping tour and in true Boys High tradition the 
emphasis was on maximum fun and minimum 
expenditure. We packed the two Combis and the 
trailers to full capacity and after a quick brief (dos 
and don’ts) we hit the road to the Drakensberg with 
a master at each steering wheel.

The fi rst stop was at the Vaal dam and included 
a walk over the dam wall, a display of how the dam 
wall operates and a visit to the history museum 
of the dam and the surrounding areas. We had to 
push-start the one Combi after the very fi rst stop, a 
clear indication that the tour was going to provide 
huge amounts of fun!

The next stop was for a great breakfast (rather 
lunch) at the Wimpy in Bethlehem. From here we 
drove straight to the Glen Reenen camping site in the 
Golden Gate Highlands Park where we set up camp. 
Our camp site consisted of several tents scattered 
across the area with a few braais in between.

Once settled, we all set off on a hike to the 
Brandwag – this sandstone rock formation is reached 
by a short hike and offers magnifi cent views over 
the park and the surrounding areas. Once we got 

back we had the evening at leisure and we had a few 
braais going after the sun set.

We woke up on Friday morning and it was cold 
and windy outside the tents (and inside!). We had 
a quick breakfast, packed our day packs with the 
day’s snacks, cool drinks and lunch and we started 
hiking. The fi rst part of the path was a steep climb 
onto the so-called “Mushroom Rock” and then to the 
top of Wodehouse Peak. Of course we ate our lunch 
on top of the berg with magnifi cent views from the 
highest point in the park. Ten minutes of solitude 
followed our full stomachs before we headed back. 
Once back at the camp, we drove to the stunning 
natural rock pools where the swimming and “bum-
slide” provided lots of fun!

Next on the agenda was a late afternoon 
game drive which included a visit to the Vulture 
Restaurant and sandstone caves. Even though not 
much game was seen some boys started fi ddling 
with old carcasses and left-over bones at the Vulture 
Restaurant. Great fun to some of us! Once back at 
camp everyone cooked their supper, after which 
we hid in the kitchen for some heat. This last cold 
and windy evening was warmed by fun, jokes and 
a card game on the kitchen fl oor! Eventually we had 
to return to our cold tents where we all tried to sleep 
without freezing!

When we woke early on Saturday morning the 
mountains were covered in mist. We had an early 
breakfast, unhitched and folded our tents and then 
packed the Combis. After a short drive we reached 

Geography Tour Form III
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The tranquil and picturesque setting of the Golden Gate National Park camp site.
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Geography Tour Form III
the start of the hiking trail to the Holkrans. Here 
we started the walk and the fun climb to the top. 
A herd of eland kept us company for a long time, 
but eventually disappeared into the distance. The 
Holkrans proved to be a climber’s paradise and 
some of the brave boys climbed around the rocks 
like monkeys in a tree. This special place where 
Bushmen once lived was one of the many highlights 

of the weekend and indeed a special end to a great 
tour!

On our way back, we stopped at the Villiers 
Wimpy for lunch. We arrived at PBHS refl ecting on a 
great, fun-fi lled tour. Thank you to Mr Hassenkamp 
and Mr Webber, we had a lovely time!

Stephan Dreyer (Form III)

1.  The Form III group at the Ash River out fall where water enters South Africa through a pipe linked to Lesotho.
2. Contemplating life on Wodehouse Peak. The highest point in Golden Gate National Park.
3. It’s all smiles for those “cool customers" who attend the 2010 Form III Geography tour.

1 2

3
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