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Hockey 1st XI Results
vs  KES L0–1
Glenwood Festival
vs Glenwood L0–2
vs Michaelhouse D0–0
vs Westville D1–1 (Ethan Malan)
vs Maritzburg College L0–2
vs  Eldoraigne W2–0 (Jason Hassett, Ethan Malan)
Nomads Festival
vs St Johns D0–0
vs Glenwood W2–1 (Jason Hassett, Ethan Malan)
vs Wynberg W3–1  (Tayla Corney, Jason Hassett, 

Dustin Phelan)
vs Grey PE L0–2
vs Fichardt Park W6–0  (Moses Bokaba, Denzil de Klerk, 

Tayla Corney,
   Dustin Phelan, Robbie Beckwith, 
Chad Gailey)
vs Menlopark W6–0  (Jason Hassett x 3, Keegan van 

Veenhuyzen, 
   Dustin Phelan, Ethan Malan)
vs Maritzburg College W2–1 (Jason Hassett, Tayla Corney)
vs  St Benedicts D1–1 (S Mendes)
vs AHS W3–2  (Jason Hassett, Sandro Mendes, 

Ethan Malan)
vs Jeppe W1–0 (Robbie Beckwith)
vs Cornwall College W1–0 (Dustin Phelan)
vs St Johns D1–1 (S Mendes)
vs Waterkloof W3–0  (Tayla Corney, Ethan Malan, 

Jason Hassett)
vs Zwartkops W4–0  (Tayla Corney x 2), Jason 

Hassett, Ethan Malan) 
vs KES L0–1 
vs Grey College D1–1 (Jason Hassett)
vs St Albans L0–1
vs Warwick (UK) W3–0  (Moses Bokaba, Chad Gailey x 2)
vs St Stithians W2–0 (Tayla Corney, Sandro Mendes)

1.  Richard Oldnall moving his mental focus.
2.  Garth Kirkcaldy showing good ball 

retention skills.
3.  Whose turn is it to try to get past me now? 

– Corbin Bosch.
4.  This is another level of concentration 

displayed by Tayla Corney.
5.  Good body position by Chad Gailey.
6.  Louis Korsten totally focussed on retaining 

ball possession.
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Hockey
2nd Hockey Team
2010 – A season that legends are made of! The fi rstt 
practice of the season saw a few boys disappointed 
in not being included in the 1st squad. My initial talk 
with the team conveyed the message: you can either 
wallow in sorrow or lift your heads and play hockey. 
My philosophy was simple – make sure that you do 
the basics perfectly and also that you have fun while 
practising and playing. 

The season got off to a slow start. Our fi rst fi xture 
saw us drawing 1–1 to KES’s 2nd Team just before 
the April holidays. The team had not as yet had a 
chance to gel so it was a satisfactory result. Returning 
from the break, the now very unfi t team drew 2–2 
to Parktown’s 2nd Team. The following weekend, 
however, saw the team beating an impressive 
Maritzburg College 2nd Team 3–1 on a sodden Astro. 
Justin Marsh scored 2 goals and Victor Canosa scored 
1. The team now not only had a taste of victory, but 
the sensation of winning convincingly, and liked it.

Our next fi xture was against St Benedicts 2nd 
Team. We ran in 4 goals to St Benedicts 0. The team 
was now fi ring on all cylinders and realised the 
immense potential that we had. The following week 
we faced our old rivals: “Affi es” 2nd Team. These 
boys were big and strong. This did not intimidate 
our boys, but rather made them hungrier for victory. 
In what was quite a physical game, our boys politely 
won 5–0 (Voysey scored a hat-trick, Canosa scored 1 
and Kitshoff scored 1).

The next weekend saw us facing a worthy 
opponent in the Jeppe 2nd Team. In what was a 
gritty and tough game we emerged victorious with 
Canosa scoring the only goal of the game. We went 
on to face Menlopark Hoër during this mid-season 
period and won very convincingly 12–0. Confi dence 
was no longer an issue, but we had to keep our wits 
about us as a team and not let the winning streak go 
to our heads. Practices were kept simple with basics 
and fi tness being the order of the day. Short corners 
with names such as “Viso”, “Mistake” and “Pink 
Jelly” (and to a lesser extent, “The German”), were 
rehearsed and perfected. 

Our next fi xture saw us facing the St Johns 2nd 
Team at their grounds. The game started with quiet 
optimism. Michael Voysey went on to score the 1st 

goal, which saw the fl ood gates open once again. 
Voysey scored another and Canosa and Kitshoff 
each put one past the opposition keeper. The fi nal 
score 4–0 to PBHS. Unfortunately, in his efforts 
up front, Mathew Kitshoff managed to injure his 
knee ligaments and was booked off for the rest of 
the season. His presence on the fi eld was missed, 
although his support was greatly appreciated as 

he made a point of watching all the team’s games 
thereafter. Even though he could not play, he was 
still very much a member of the team. 

The last fi xture of the 2nd Term was the return 
fi xture against KES. The team remembered all too 
well the previous term’s 1–1 draw against them. 
This, however, did not affect them and we went on 
to a convincing 3–0 victory (Voysey 1, Marsh 1 and 
Jacobs 1). The score line had now been rectifi ed.

By now the 2nd team was were becoming somewhat 
of a legend around the school. The long June/July 
holidays were a rude interruption in the team’s 
preparations, and with Grey College 2nd Team as the 
fi rst fi xture after the holidays, the team once more 
had to gather their wits and keep a cool head. With 
only one practice session under the belt in the 3rd 
Term, the team faced the revered Grey College. The 
team fought their unfi tness and the game saw full 
use being made of the rolling substitution system. 
An exhausted team was very much relieved when 
Michael Voysey scored an awesome defl ection goal 
off a short corner. The fi nal score was Boys High 1, 
Grey 0.

With an amazing track record behind us, we then 
faced a very enthusiastic St Albans 2nd Team, who 
were determined to break our undefeated record. 
The game got off to a slow start, but as the boys 
settled in so did the goals. The score line was 2–1 
at half time. The second half saw the 2nd’s scoring 
another 4 goals, leaving a very despondent and 
defeated St Albans team down 6 goals to 1.

The last fi xture of the season came all too quickly 
for us. The last practice of the season will never be 
forgotten. A lone piper playing “Highland Cathedral” 
for most of the session (pure coincidence), added 
to the general feeling of sadness that the “dream 
season” was drawing to a close. There was, however, 
still one fi xture left and we knew that everything 
rode on this result, so it was business as usual. 

The day before the game against St Stithians, we 
got news that Nathan Fryer had taken very ill and 
would not be able to play. To make matters worse, 
the 3rd Team keeper, Cullen Botes, had injured 
himself and could also not play. Thank goodness 
for Sibusisu Masters of the 4th Team, who stepped 
up to the plate and played like a star. Watching the 
game was like poetry in motion. The passing, the 
vision, the communication between the boys was 
at its peak and it showed. The team had gelled as 
I have never seen a team gel before and they were 
playing unselfi shly for each other. Spectators and 
coaches alike commented on the spectacle. We won 
the game 4–0. After the game we had an emotional 
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team meeting and a quick photo shoot. The joy of the 
team’s undefeated season was tangible, as was the 
sadness that this good thing had come to an end. 

The captain for 2010 season was Michael Voysey. 
Michael is not only a superb player, but also an 
exemplary leader who lead by his example. He was 
the automatic choice for captain and I did not regret 
the decision at all. With a captain of his calibre at 
the helm, the team could only do great things and 
it did. 

Often the unsung heroes of a team are the 
defenders and goal keeper who are the “backbone” 
of the side. The 2nd Team defenders formed a 
formidable barrier to opposition attacks and if one 
looks carefully at the scores over the season, it will be 
noted that only 5 goals were conceded in 12 fi xtures! 
This allowed the forwards and links the confi dence 
and freedom to “bury” a total of 47 goals in the 12 
matches. Our keeper, Nathan Fryer, was solid and 
the defensive efforts of Donovin Coles, Nic Fourie, 
Bryce Abrahamse, Matthew Spence and Bertus 
Malan were invaluable.

The link line was strong and steadfast with 
versatile and talented players such as Ed Trautmann, 
Justin Marsh, Dylan Jacobs, Mcgyver Matatiele 
and Jario Da Conceicaö all delivering inspirational 

displays of hockey. Last but not least mention must 
be made of the front liners, Victor Canosa, Michael 
Voysey and Matthew Kitshoff, who managed to fi nd 
the net from some of the most amazing angles and 
positions.

Throughout the season, the emphasis was on 
enjoying every moment on the fi eld, whether in a 
practice environment, or in a pressure situation 
during an important game. This, I believe, 
encouraged the players to excel on the fi eld and 
ignited a team spirit that was hard to beat.

It was an honour and a true privilege to coach this 
team with members of such a high sporting calibre. 
But what I feel made the experience truly special 
was watching the camaraderie and spirit in the team 
grow and with it the talent and skill. This team was 
a true example of what can be achieved with team 
work and it is a lesson that will stand them in good 
stead for their future, both in the sporting realm as 
well as other spheres of life. True sportsmen at every 
turn, my team made me immensely proud and I 
hope that these boys will continue to approach life 
with such passion and heart.

Clyde MacDonald
Coach

3rd Hockey Team
The 3rd Hockey team had a very successful season, 
with great performances from the entire team. It was 
clear from the fi rst practice that I had a very talented 
and determined group of boys at my disposal, 
and their skill and feel for the game of hockey had 
improved tenfold by the end of the season. We started 
off with a bang in the form of high scoring victories 
against KES and Garsfontein. Although we quickly 
got into the winning habit we did experience a few 
‘speedbumps’ along the way, with losses against 
Affi es and Grey College.

The team consisted of players with various 
playing styles, and this added an element of 
surprise to our play. The attacking force was a 
formidable one, with Daniel ‘Team Dan’ van Wyk, 
Jurie Wessels and Dylan Paterson posing a threat 
to even the most organised of defences. There was 
no shortage of fl air, and Vuyo Mabuntana always 
seemed to amaze the team with his outrageous 
skills.

Rowan Jordaan brought a third dimension to the 
attack by being able to throw pinpoint overhead 
passes to catch the defence napping. The midfi eld 

always moved the ball well, thanks to great vision 
by Ivan Eggers and some great touches and runs by 
Tawanda Mvusi. The defensive line, although a little 
shaky at fi rst, came together brilliantly in the end. 
Thapelo Aphane made some match winning and 
fearless tackles, while Reynard van den Berg always 
kept cool under pressure. They were marshalled 
from the back by Peter Roos who made sure that 
everyone was doing their jobs and who took it upon 
himself to clean up any attack that made it through 
the line. Of course, no defence is complete without 
a decent keeper, and Cullen Botes did a great job in 
goal, always putting his body on the line and pulling 
off some great saves.

The team improved in both skill and confi dence as 
the season progressed and the last games against St 
Albans and St Stithians proved that they are capable 
of playing great hockey. It was a pleasure to coach 
the 3rd team and I would like to thank everyone for 
all their hard work and dedication.

Peter Jacobs
Coach
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Hockey
U16A Hockey
As the fi rst term drew to a close it meant it was 
time for the winter sports season to get under way. 
With a lot of excitement and anticipation and with 
a combined U16 and U15 age group, trials started 
taking place.

The selectors had a rather tough task fi nalising 
teams owing to the amount of talent on display but 
fi nally fi fteen boys were selected to represent the 
U16A team.

There was little time to prepare for our fi rst 
encounter which was a tough, traditional fi xture 
against KES. Then we hosted the U16 Nomads 
Festival at PBHS during the April school holidays. 
Playing some of the top schools in the country on 
our home fi eld was an exciting yet daunting prospect 
for the team, as they felt that they had to do well. 
We started off with a good victory against York 
High but then lost a bit of structure in our next two 
games, losing to Hilton and Glenwood. The second 
afternoon saw a resurgent team take to the fi eld and 
play some fabulous hockey to earn a good victory 
against Wynberg. Our last game was a testing match 
against Selborne which we were unlucky to lose.

After a well-deserved holiday, the hockey season 
started in earnest. With the loss of some players to 
the Bush School, the season was a mixed one. The 
team played some unbelievable hockey but often, 
unfortunately, results did not go in our favour. The 
season moved on quickly and the team progressed 
well, playing an excellent brand of hockey and 
dominating most opposition. Unfortunately, we 
were unable to turn the possession we enjoyed into 

goals and this saw some very mixed results with 
good wins, a draw and, against the run of play, some 
losses. One of those games was a very disappointing 
loss to Maritzburg College but there was also a great 
win against local rivals, Affi es, on one of our derby 
days. 

The fi rst weekend after the long July holiday saw 
us up against a strong running Grey College team. 
I think the fi ve weeks off proved our downfall as 
we were below par on the day. A week later came 
the second of our local derbies, this time against St 
Albans. We had put in a lot of hard work after the 
previous week’s performance and dominated the 
game to record an excellent 3–0 win. All the hard 
work and dedication shown by the team paid off in 
the last game of the season and we ended on a high 
with a very impressive 7–0 win against St Stithians. 

In conclusion, we played some fantastic hockey 
this season with varying results. We played fi fteen 
games, won 8, drew 1 and lost 6. The season was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

My thanks go to all the players who contributed 
to the season, for all the hard work they put in at 
training sessions and matches to make this such 
an enjoyable season. Congratulations go to Shane 
Horsley, Khumo Mokale, Corné van Pletzen, Michael 
Klomp and Kutlo Mokgara who represented North 
Gauteng in the respective tournaments held during 
the July holiday.

Colin Fielding
Coach

U16B Hockey
Coach:  Mr D Wright
Captain: Chris Ralston, Garrick Nelissen
It is very seldom that you get to coach a team where 
EVERYBODY is in tune with each other and the 
whole team is working for each other. The U16B 
team managed to become such a team and it was an 
absolute pleasure to coach these wonderful young 
men.

Although the season was dotted with some 
unlucky losses, there were many times that the boys 
showed the true Boys High spirit that they have, by 
digging deep and coming back from behind to record 
a hard fought draw, or a well-deserved victory. As 
far as hockey goes, it wasn’t always the prettiest, 
structured game that got us there, but it got us there 
nonetheless!

Because of the way that our hockey is structured 
at Boys High, the U16B team almost always played 

against the opposition U15A teams (except for 
Afrikaans Hoër Seunskool, Maritzburg College 
and Grey College, where we played their U16B 
teams). They were always up to the challenge and 
performed really well against every opposing team. 
I have always told the boys that no team EVER goes 
out to lose a match, that we shouldn’t care about 
the score, as long as we go out and play the best 
we can. This is a life lesson I hope they will always 
remember.

It was an absolute pleasure to be a part of this 
wonderful team of boys. I wish them all the best 
in their hockey futures and look forward to seeing 
some of them in the candy-striped socks in the very 
near future.

D Wright 
Coach
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U16C Hockey
It was diffi cult to know what to expect at the 
upcoming KES match, especially as we had only just 
had the annual trials. One thing was for sure: the 
boys were ready for a challenging hockey season 
ahead. 

Feeling very motivated after the fi rst week’s 
practice, we were ready to take on KES and were 
aiming for a fantastic season where we would learn 
a lot from each other. Although the result did not go 
in our favour and we lost 0–1, the boys played the 
kind of hockey that any coach would be delighted 
with at an opening fi xture. The boys remained 
optimistic for what was to come in the next couple 
of months and followed up the KES defeat with a 
victory over Parktown. The games against Jeppe, 
Maritzburg College and Menlopark were cancelled 
for various reasons but this did not dampen the 
spirit in the camp. The boys continued to practise 
hard, despite their disappointment at having these 
games cancelled and not having a match for three 
consecutive weeks. Once the matches resumed we 
took on St Benedict’s, KES and Affi es and lost only 
one of these games. After the never-ending school 
holidays, the boys, once again, managed to surprise 
me. Their fi tness and hockey skills were certainly 
not indicative of having had such a long vacation. 
Not only did they continue where they left off before 
the holiday period but they looked prepared to take 
on any school that would cross their path. The fi nal 
three games were played against Grey, St Albans 
and St Stithians, with victories in each match to 
wrap up a very impressive season. 

The side was captained by Luke Voigt who did his 
job impeccably and no matter what he asked of the 
boys, they gave him their full support. There were 
a number of players who showed a lot of maturity 
and improvement throughout the season: Devon 
Michael, Luke Watson, Stephen Meyburgh, Bongani 
Kekana, Kelvin Pieterse and Matthew Leppan. The 
entire team was extremely tightly knit and a coach 
couldn’t have asked for a better team spirit. 

I would like to wish the boys the best of luck for 
their remaining years of hockey and I am sure they 
will go from strength to strength.

Evan Daniels
Coach

U16D Hockey
What a season! We started out as a big group and our 
fi rst match was very much one of trial and error and 
we did not deliver the best play for the day. After 
numerous adjustments, we fi nally had our team and 
the real games began.

Most of our matches were won very convincingly, 
which was a relief, seeing as the team was fi ercely 
proud of its ability and took great pleasure in 
proving this. The U16D players were committed and 
diligent regarding practices and there was always a 
good balance between work and play. Each boy’s 
personality contributed to the lively, dynamic and 
enthusiastic nature of the team. Practices will be 
remembered for the jokes, smiles and of course, the 
occasional shortcuts through the forest during runs!

The highlights of the season include wins of 9–0 
against St Benedict’s, 3–0 against St Albans and 
fi nally, 6–0 against St Stithians. We were fortunate 
not to have any serious injuries or illnesses during 
the season but we did lose many players to higher 
teams. We were very proud of these players, but 
it did require additional adjustments to the team, 
which were handled very well by the players.

My thanks go to all the boys for an unforgettable 
season, including running in triangles and eating 
jelly babies. All the best for your future hockey 
careers.

Elzaan Smuts
Coach

Matthew Pickering preparing to make that perfect pass.
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The U16F hockey team had a “Jekyll and Hyde” 2010 
season, in which they ground out victories against 
some tough opposition and suffered defeats at the 
hands of some less tough teams.

The squad consisted of some twenty-two players, 
as the U16G team fell away early in the season and 
this created a massive selection pool. This meant 
that the Wednesday and Saturday teams consisted 
of different players. The Wednesday team took 
part in the Pretoria C League, while the Saturday 
team played in fi xtures against teams from around 
the country. The Saturday results were the most 
successful with seven victories from ten games, 
including a remarkable 4–0 win against St Johns. 
The Wednesday results were less savoury with only 
two wins in eight outings. In many of these games 
the boys felt they were punching above their weight, 
but this did not stop them against Lyttelton Manor 
where they won 8–0. Under the able captaincy of 
Avikar Maharaj, the spirit of the team remained 
high throughout the season and the routine prayers 

and pep talks before the games brought the team 
together. Some of the standout players for the season 
were skipper Maharaj, along with Rossouw de Waal 
and Bogosi Moloisane. Andrew Jones and Levi 
Homann showed great character by improving their 
skills tremendously in the season, cementing their 
place in the starting line up. Credit must, however, 
go to all the players who took part in the season 
as they showed commitment in an ever-changing 
squad.

Oliver Field
Coach

Hockey
U16E

l ld

Results
Played 18
Won 9
Drew 2
Lost 7

2010 was a year that saw a lot of changes and 
challenges for the U16E hockey team, and I was 
fortunate enough to be a part of the team’s journey 
through the season.

Initially there was a fair amount of movement 
in terms of players, as the results of the trials were 
fi ne-tuned. After arriving at a fairly steady squad, 
the boys put a great amount of energy into practices 
and matches, impressing me with both their skill 
and dedication. Regularly playing two matches a 
week, with two practice sessions in between, the 
boys were always excited and motivated, even when 
their bodies were tired.

Competing in two different leagues is never easy, 

especially when one of those leagues is the Pretoria 
B League. The boys rose to the challenge though, 
and posted an impressive set of results, including a 
1–0 win against Sutherland while being two players 
down for almost the entire match. With a total of 
three losses and one draw all season, I feel that the 
U16E team truly excelled, and are deserving of more 
praise than I can express in this article.

I would like to thank the boys for their participation 
and dedication throughout the season, and wish them 
all the best for the future of their sporting careers.

James Page
Coach

U16F Hockey

U14A Hockey
The 2010 U14A hockey team had a successful 

season. Despite the Ascension Festival results, all 
ended very well, with three wins to round off the 
season. Each boy gave of his very best both on and off 
the fi eld and I believe that they all learnt a great deal. 
Throughout the season I noticed an improvement in 
each boy. The side was captained by Tyler Easton 
whom the boys listened to and respected.

The boys took each match seriously and faced 

each one as a new challenge. Every player made it 
his mission to do Boys High proud and I believe that 
resulted in a successful season. I am proud to be the 
coach of a team of boys who all have so much talent.

Good luck for the future, boys. May you all 
continue to grow and succeed.

Chris Oldnall
Coach
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U14B Hockey
The B side navigated their way through a diffi cult 

season during 2010, where the results more often 
than not managed to serve as an inaccurate measure 
of the match in question. The boys’ never-ending 
optimism, however, resulted in a large reversal in 
the team’s fortunes in the latter part of the season.

This can be best illustrated in the 3–1 drubbing 
of Grey College, when the boys put together an 
inspired performance, playing a brand of hockey way 
beyond that of their previous matches. This match 
served as recognition of the hard work the boys put 
in during the season, as they managed to deliver 
a comprehensive performance which show-cased 
all they had learnt thus far. They comprehensively 
outplayed their opponents in a high-paced match of 

rare quality.
The side played twelve games, winning three, 

losing four and drawing fi ve matches. The constant 
improvement, however, meant that while at the 
start of the season the marginal games went the way 
of the opposition, by the end of the season, the boys 
were turning the results of those games in their own 
favour.

My thanks go to the boys who managed never to 
give up in the face of defeat and were magnanimous 
in victory. They showed a massive improvement in 
their playing ability through the season.

Chris Nel
Coach

U14C Hockey
Refl ecting on the 2010 season, I am reminded of 
the team spirit that was developed throughout the 
course of this year. Each player gave of his best and 
the unity that emerged reminded me what Boys 
High hockey is all about. The season got off to a 
shaky start with an eye-opening 1–5 loss to KES. 
After this loss the boys were determined to improve 
and focused on the rest of the season.

Highlights of the season included two massive 
wins over Jeppe (10–0) and St Albans (9–0).

However, the biggest game of the year was, 
undoubtedly, the Affi es derby and the game lived 
up to expectations. We were 1–0 down with half still 
to play. The boys rallied together and pulled off one 
of the most remarkable comebacks I have ever seen, 
clinching the game with a 2–1 victory.

The team was captained by Jimmy Fischer and 
supported by vice-captain, Bokang Seemane. The 
leadership and determination of both players inspired 

the team to perform at their best. Marc Coetzee, 
Byron Lotter, Nicholaus Frade and Gregory Vieira 
were regular goal scorers and were supported by a 
lively midfi eld comprising of Liam Melass, Dalton 
Stocks and Tristan Otterpohl. The defensive unit of 
the team consistently included Kevin Gersteling, 
Sabelo Memela, Paul Visser, Claudio Tavares and 
George Ioannou with Ruben Mapanya in goals. 
MJ Reeler, Michael van der Westhuizen and Philip 
Immelman also made valuable contributions.

My thanks go to every team member for this fun-
fi lled season; it was a privilege to coach this team. 
As a team you have all grown in stature and the 
distribution of the ball was wonderful to watch. I 
look forward to watching your development in the 
future.

John Webber
Coach

Denzil de Klerk showing good evasive skills, with Dustin Phelan looking on. Moses Bokaba showing very strong left hand, ball retention skills.

The Pretorian 2010 (3).indd   237The Pretorian 2010 (3).indd   237 2011/07/19   09:28:48 AM2011/07/19   09:28:48 AM



SP
O

RT

The Pretorian238

Hockey
U14D Hockey
The composition of the side changed during the 
season as players were promoted to the U14C team. 
Fortunately, the core of our side remained intact and 
we were able to call on U14E players to fi ll the gaps.

Kyle Posthumus developed as a penetrating striker 
through the season and scored numerous goals. 
Jandré Gerber, as left link, and Fabio Carbonatto on 
the left wing, combined well in working the ball up 
fi eld and setting up goal scoring opportunities.

Nicholaus Frade, at centre link, was solid in defence 
and effective at distributing the ball to the forwards. 
Tristan Otterpohl, as right link, was the busiest player 
on the fi eld and, with Matthew Keevy, played a 
vigorous game. Mykelti Malan, Ibraheem Khan and 
Alessio da Conceicaö were tireless workers at the back, 
often breaking down the opponents’ attacks deep in 
our half and calmly clearing the ball. Trystan Rivers 
performed well on the right wing and was responsible 
for one or two sparkling goals. Philip Immelman 
volunteered to keep goal even though he was normally 
a back. He acquitted himself well and it will be up to 
him to decide whether to continue as keeper. Justin 
Coetzee joined the team halfway through the season 
and was selected as captain. Unfortunately he often 
had to play out of his normal position as we had a 
surprise of forwards. Dean Pillay was also drafted late 
into the side and as a back he was always strong with 
his hits from the sixteen yard.

We won seven of our eleven games. The players’ 
skills have improved greatly and many of them 
should fi nd themselves promoted next season.

Peter Noonan
Coach

Denzil de Klerk on the move with the ball.
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1st XV Rugby Team

Rugby
After a good off-season where a lot of hard work 
was done by most squad members, we once again 
began in January with the normal fi tness and skills 
training. From the outset it became apparent that 
we had the players to more than competently fi ll all 
positions. With a strong fi nish to the 2009 season and 
a couple of players back in key positions, excitement 
grew as we continued to train and the season edged 
closer. 

As has become tradition, our opening fi xture 
of the season was against KES in an away match 
which we unfortunately lost after a disappointing 
performance. Despite a lot of possession and 
territorial advantage, a lack of penetration and poor 
organisation in defence saw us lose the match. 

An excellent second half against Parktown and a 
good fi rst half against Zwartkops saw signs of what 
this team was able to produce, although, going into 
the St Johns Rugby Festival, we had yet to play a full 
seventy minutes of quality rugby. 

At St Johns we continued to produce more of 
the same, playing in fi ts and starts. A narrow win 
against the FNB Invitation side, an unconvincing 
performance against Outeniqua and a match of two 
halves against Paul Roos, saw us returning home 
disappointed with a set of results we had not wanted 
nor anticipated. 

One would have thought that we would have 
taken a lot out of our spirited second half performance 
against Paul Roos, unfortunately a couple of poor 
performances were to follow. Successive losses and 
disappointing performances against Menlopark 
and the Wilderklawer XV took their toll and put us 
on a slippery slope in terms of confi dence and the 
questioning of our own ability – always a dangerous 
place to be in sport. Despite a victory over St Benedicts 
and an excellent performance against the highly 
rated Centurion team it was the match against A.H.S. 
which really knocked us. A hugely disappointing 
and heavy defeat took the wind completely out of 
our sails and saw us hit rock bottom, stumbling to 
very disappointing defeats against Jeppe and John 
Vorster in successive weeks. 

Drastic times need drastic measures! After a late 
Sunday night spent at Doc’s house the game plan 
was adjusted and a couple of players were swopped. 
History will tell us that these adjustments came at 
least two matches too late. A midweek game played 
at St Johns in front of a small crowd seemed to be just 
the recipe to get our season back on track. While not 
a vintage performance it was none the less a match 
in which we produced six tries. This in turn allowed 
us to gain some of the self-confi dence we lacked and 

1.  Matthew Currie slots another pointer.
2.  Simon Kerrod on his to scoring a try against St Albans.
3.  Cobus van der Merwe clears from the base of the ruck.

1

2

3
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a new-found game plan we could look forward to. 
With the tide having turned, we eagerly anticipated 

the return fi xture against KES. Not only were we 
starting to play a more confi dent and better brand 
of rugby but we also had the advantage of a home 
fi xture to look forward to. It was now June and, with 
the very disappointing and frustrating cancellation 
of the Maritzburg fi xture, we had not played a home 
game since March. Our previous home game had 
been ten matches ago. Fortunately we were not to 
disappoint. A superb and inspired performance 
from all fi fteen players saw us play our best rugby 
of the season thus far, scoring fi ve attractive and 
well worked tries for an extremely satisfying result. 
Having just gained some real momentum for the fi rst 
time during the season it was with mixed feelings 
that we entered our extended midyear holiday. 

While many were concerned that a four and a half 
week break away from the game would prove to be 
too long it certainly seemed to work for us. Despite 
not being as fi t as we were prior to the holiday we 
picked up where we had left off and continued with 
the momentum we had gained. Our four and a half 
week holiday was in fact a three and a half week 
holiday as we met a week prior to school reopening 
to prepare for our fi nal three matches. In looking 
back, the three and half weeks off was probably the 
best thing we could have asked for. Having begun 
the pre-season in January it had been just about six 
months of non-stop rugby and it was a good thing to 
be able to take a break from the game.

Heading into the Grey game we were unusually 
confi dent. The week of preparation had gone 
extremely well and included a match against the 
Harlequins U19 side where we had picked up 
some much needed game time, if not producing 
great rugby at the same time. Being well prepared, 
playing against a Grey side who were missing a 
number of key players and those who were playing 
were probably over played, not to mention playing 
on Brooks, gave us the self belief we needed. And 
what a fi ne performance it was. Seldom has a Boys 
High team come so close to beating what is arguably 
the best rugby playing school in the world, let alone 
the country. Who knows when we will deliver such 
a performance again? In every respect it truly was a 
fi ne display by the boys.

The fi nal two matches of the season saw us 
play against St Albans, our traditional rivals from 
across town, and then wrap up the season against 
St Stithians. The St Albans match was very much a 
stop-start affair where we not surprisingly failed to 
produce the same quality of rugby as the week before. 

1.  Khumo Mampuru (U16A) on the charge against St Johns.
2.  The 2010 1st Rugby XV in good spirits after their win against St 

Stithians College.
3.  Neill Barnardt scores against Grey College.

1
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St Stithians was a game of two halves but one in 
which we produced a fi ne second-half performance, 
scoring eighteen unanswered points to wrap up the 
season in convincing and satisfying style. 

As is the case with every long season there are 
many people who need to be thanked. Firstly to 
Doc. Once again we have worked well together and 
have enjoyed each other’s company as much off the 
fi eld as we have on it. While I may do most of the 
talking and barking of instructions much of what I 
have to say to the boys derives from discussion he 
and I have had. Doc has a very good understanding 
of the game, not to mention school boys, and our 
revised game plan two thirds of the way through the 
season was largely a plan devised and implemented 
by him. Once again I am most grateful for his many 
hours of dedication, input and support and I know 
the boys are too.

A very big thank you to Eghardt Schutte our 
physio. Eghardt’s support for the boys and interest 
in the team goes way beyond simply bandaging and 
mending the boys’ broken bodies. Over the past two 
seasons Eghardt has proved his loyalty to this team 
and has won the respect of its players. His passion 
for the side was probably never more evident than 
his display of break dancing on the touch line at the 
St Johns rugby festival. 

Thanks, too, to our skipper Katlego Maake. What 
a superb rugby player and what a fi ne ambassador 
for our school he has been. Having represented the 
1st XV since Form III and having played 46 matches 
(and scored nine tries) he has truly been a servant 
of Boys High rugby. Katlego was an outstanding 
captain who continued to grow in the position as 
the season wore on. He led the side in his own quiet 
yet disciplined manner, demanding respect from his 
players with his few but wisely chosen words, good 
understanding of the game and uncompromising 
playing style. His humble nature and determined 
attitude have made it a privilege to work with this 
likeable and talented school boy. In all my dealings 
with Katlego he always put the interests of the team 
fi rst. There is no doubt that a bright rugby future 
awaits this young man and I would like to thank and 
congratulate him for the superb manner in which he 
captained the side this year. 

A thank you to Mr Mike Housdon, our master-
in-charge of rugby. Thank you for all your 
administration and organisation, from rugby jerseys 
to warm up matches, festivals to fi xtures. Your 
support on, but perhaps even more importantly, 
off the fi eld, is very much appreciated. Thank you 
Mr Illsley, for your support as Headmaster during 

your time in offi ce, which just so happened to 
coincide with those dark few weeks which we went 
through. Your wisely chosen words and nudges of 
encouragement were much appreciated and needed 
at the time. To Mr Reeler, you were obviously a 
better omen than Mr Illsley. I am glad you caught the 
best of what we had to offer at the end of the season. 
Long may we continue to produce such rugby for 
our new Headmaster.

To all the others who so generously gave of their 
time, advice and support this year. To Mr McBride 
and Mr Ewart-Phipps thank you for your support 
and understanding from the 2nd team. Matthew 
Nesbitt, Paul Anthony, Klein-Jan Tromp, Henri 
Beintjies, Wessel Roux, J.P. Ferreira, Chili-Boy 
Ralepelle, Niku Kruger, Joey Mongalo, Nicholas 
Loupos, Lionel Randall, Karen Vermeulen, Alwyn 
Myburgh, Rowan, James, Michael and Kyle, as well 
as Patrick Vermeulen and Abraham Shalang, thank 
you all very much for all your input and support. 
To the parents of the boys a very big thank you for 
your continued support. You are as much a part of 
this team as the coaches and the boys. While the fi rst 
half of the season was often frustrating, for your 
continued support and words of encouragement we 
are truly grateful. 

In conclusion to the boys: what a wonderful day 
the 17 July was and what a wonderful game of 
rugby you played. While all of us were obviously 
very disappointed with the result no one could 
have asked more of you in terms of the character, 
guts and pride with which you played. Even 
though that match against Grey was lost we came 
within touching distance and who knows what one 
last role of the dice might have produced? For me 
the lesson on that day was one of self belief. Not 
many people gave you a chance on that Saturday 
morning but the only thing that mattered was the 
chance which you gave yourselves, and look where 
it got you. In the years ahead whether it be on the 
rugby fi eld or, more importantly, off it, never stop 
believing in yourselves. If you want something 
enough and you are prepared to work hard for it 
there is no reason why you cannot achieve it. And 
who knows, next time the result may tip in your 
favour. 

To all of you who represented the 1st XV this year, 
you made your school and your coaches proud. As 
boys you are all wonderful individuals and, despite 
a slow start to the season as a team, we continually 
grew and developed and in that growth showed real 
character to fi nish in the manner in which we did. 
For more than that I could not have asked. 

Rugby
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The Matches:
vs KES . Lost 28–19. 
After a promising start, K.E.S were unfortunately the 
fi rst to put points on the board with a well worked 
try out wide. PBHS replied with a try from a well 
executed line-out and drive before KES again scored 
in the corner just before half time. After the break we 
continued to dominate proceedings before allowing 

KES to score a soft try from a poorly defended 
kick. During this half KES got into our 22m area 
on three occasions and scored twice. Both tries 
came from poor clearance kicks and presses which 
allowed them to canter over in the corner. Despite 
a lot of possession and many phases of play a lack 
of penetration prevented us from capitalising on 
the dominance we had. It must be said that from a 

Match statistics
Results:
Played: 18 Tries For:  49 (2.7)  Points For: 377 (21)
Won:  9 Tries Against: 42 (2.3) Points Against: 342 (19)
Lost:  9 Tries Forwards:  20 Tries Backs:  29
Points Scorers: 
M. Currie:  P = 15/23 C =22/29  T =1  D = 0  Total = 94 (33/45=71%)
R. De Waal P =6/12  C =11/20  T =4  D= 0  Total = 60 (17/32=53%)
Try Scorers: 
E. Segole  7 D. Liebenberg  3 D. O’ Grady 1
R. Collins  7 M. Elliot-Murray   3 D. Strydom 1
N Barnardt  5 S. Kerrod   2 T. Wood  1
K. Maake   4 L. Mare   2 C. V D Merwe 1
R. De Waal  4 S. Appelgryn  1 M. Currie  1
M. Harris   4 K.Pretorius   1 H. Olmesdhal 1 

1st XV Rugby Team

Front Row L–R: N Barnardt, M Elliot-Murray, M Currie, K Maake (Captain), D Liebenberg, R Collins, E Segole.
Second Row L–R: Mr E Schutte (Physio), Dr J Lombard (Coach), W Zimmer, S de Waal, L Maré, Mr G Hassenkamp (Coach).

Back Row L–R: M Harris, C van der Merwe, E van der Walt, R de Waal, T Fjastad, S Kerrod, T Wood.
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Rugby
defensive point of view, KES were outstanding and 
we were only able to breach their line in the fi nal 
minute of play. A disappointing result in a match 
where we dominated possession and territory and 
should have done better. 
vs Parktown. Won 50–08
A scrappy fi rst half saw us taking poor options which 
were often badly executed and gave away too many 
penalties. After a tough half-time talk the quality of 
rugby in the second half was much improved with 
fi ve unanswered tries. Strong and hard running 
from the backs, a physical performance from the 
forwards and all the right options allowed us to run 
away with the game.
vs Zwartkops Won 29–15 
A good fi rst half saw us play some well organised 
and structured rugby. Strong scrummaging and 
effective recycling gave us the majority of possession 
which allowed us to dominate all aspects of play. In 
the second half, however, we allowed our play to 
become sloppy and error-ridden. This, coupled with 
a high penalty count and some ill-disciplined play, 
made for a very unattractive half of rugby and one 
where we should have played much better. 
vs Fnb Invitation XV. Won 22–19
After a very poor start we found ourselves 14–0 
down after eight minutes due to two soft tries. 
With our backs to the wall we started to play some 
organised and well structured rugby where we 
dominated all aspects of play. Although we had 
most of the possession we once again lacked the 
ability to penetrate a well organised defence but this 
was due mainly to ruck ball which was produced 
too slowly. Turning 14–5 down we again conceded 
a try midway through the second half off a counter 
attack from the opposition to be trailing 19–5 with 
fi fteen minutes to play. A very gutsy and determined 
fi nish charaterised by true Boys High spirit saw us 
score two well deserved tries before Matthew Currie 
slotted a courageous 47 meter penalty to steal the 
victory just before full time. This was a match where 
we played most of the rugby and dominated territory 
and possession. We should have done better.
vs Hoërskool Outeniqua. Lost 17–3 
This was a match in which we matched Outeniqua 
in every department except on the score board. After 
turning nil all at half time, two intercept tries and 
a number of missed opportunities produced a very 
disappointing result. 
vs Paul Roos. Lost 29–0 
Up against a very physical, fast and organised side 
it was always going to be a tough match. After a 
disappointing fi rst half where we were forced to 
defend desperately we found our confi dence and 
self belief in the second half and started to play 

1

2
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some inspired rugby. A physical and committed 
performance from the entire team produced a better 
performance than the score line suggests. 
vs Hoërskool Menlopark. Lost 19–13 
Once again a lacklustre start to the game, saw us 
with very little ball and often defending under 
pressure during the fi rst half. In the second half 
an increase in intensity and focus saw us begin to 
dominate both possession and territory. At 11–3 
down and dominating play, we created several 
scoring opportunities but poor options coupled 
with poor execution, which was a continual 
problem throughout the game, not to mention a 
disallowed try, failed to allow us to capitalise. In 
turn, Menlopark proceeded to score a try and kick 
a penalty, effectively sealing the match. A try by 
Ezekiel Segole with seven minutes to play got us 
back into the match but despite continual pressure 
to fi nish off the game it was too little too late. A poor 
performance and a very disappointing result. 
Vs Maritzburg College
No Result. Match Cancelled. 
vs wildeklawer XV. Lost 13–12 
Up against a big, strong team and playing in 
atrocious conditions it was always going to be a close 
encounter. In an evenly matched fi rst half both teams 
made use of the boot to control play and dominate 
territory. A well worked try by the backs in the wet 
and muddy conditions saw us turn seven points 
up. Leading 12–3 midway through the second half 
after another good try from the backs, should have 
allowed us enough of a cushion to at least tactically 
see the game out. However, an opportunistic try 
against us, some poor option taking, a couple of 
missed opportunities and a 40m penalty in the wet 
conditions by the opposition resulted in a cruel 
defeat. 
vs ST benedicts. Won 33–13 
This too was a match where we tended to play in 
fi ts and starts. When we executed what we practised 
from the set pieces we got good go forward ball 
and scored some well worked tries. Cobus van der 
Merwe was particularly effective with his boot and 
kept us going forward. It was a match, however, 
where we continued to make too many unforced 
errors and lacked the real aggression needed to truly 
put the opposition away. 
vs Centurion. Won 18–15
After a poor start, midway through the fi rst half 
the team kicked in and played their best rugby of 
the season so far. Effective rucking, good handling, 
aggressive yet controlled play and the right options 
led to two attractive and well worked tries. While 
the intensity of the match was maintained in the 
second half too many small mistakes prevented 

1.  Rossouw de Waal scores three points with well struck penalty.
2.  Dylan Myron (3 team) about to offl oad in the tackle.
3.  Misu Fourie (U15D) stops the KES player in his tracks with plenty 

of support from his team mates.
4. Ezekiel Segole on his way to yet another try.
5. Schalk de Waal wins the ball at the front of the line out.
6.  Ryan Townsend (U15B) fi ghts to get to the loose ball, with James 

Pope in close support.

4

5

6
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Rugby
us from maintaining the momentum created and 
allowed Centurion to fi nish strongly, although good 
and, at times, desperate defence secured the team a 
well deserved victory. 
vs AHS. Lost 38–3 
Against a big and well drilled side, as expected, 
this was a physical and fast paced game. The initial 
stages of the match saw A.H.S. with the majority 
of possession and the Boys High side defending 
well. A.H.S was the fi rst to get on the score board 
with a penalty shortly after which Rossouw de 
Waal replied with one of his own. During the fi rst 
half we continued to battle to get our hands on the 
ball and, as a result, gave away two more kickable 
penalties which allowed A.H.S. to extend their lead 
to 9–3. After losing our hooker midway through the 
fi rst half and on the stroke of half-time a lost line-
out allowed A.H.S. to turn over the ball and spread 
it wide for a somewhat soft try. This proved a very 
unfortunate incident at a vital time. 

The second half saw the Boys High side come out 
fi ghting. We competed well in the loose, held our 
own in the scrums but continued to battle in the line-
outs. Despite a number of attacking opportunities 
we were unable to breach the opposition’s line. A 
turn-over ball and sharp attack down the short side 
also created a scoring opportunity but one which 
we were unable to fi nish. On the few occasions 
that A.H.S. did get into our 22m area they always 
came away with points. This not so much due to 
poor defence but rather a very organised and strong 
attack. Two bulldozing tries by their loose head 
prop and the fourth and fi nal try of the match by 
their back line well into injury time, resulted in a 
very disappointing score line. 

A tough encounter in which the boys produced a 
gutsy performance and, despite the score, certainly 
did not let their school down. 
vs Jeppe. Lost 15–7 
This was a match in which we failed to fi nd any 
rhythm, lacked physical intensity and played 
exceptionally badly. Lost line-outs, turn-over ball, 
poor kicking, tight heads and a lack of ball security 
put paid to any chance we had of a much needed 
win. 
vs John Vorster. Lost 24–19. 
A poor fi rst half performance where we were 
physically intimidated by the opposition who 
failed to allow us to play any rugby. Although still 
disorganised in the second half, a more spirited 
performance saw us play with more urgency and 
confi dence and thus with more front foot ball. Despite 
three second half tries, poor tackling allowed John 
Vorster to reply with two of their own. Once again 
too many mistakes and slow ball at the break down 

did not allow us to capitalise on all of our second 
half opportunities. 
vs St Johns. Won 36–17.
This match was one in which we scored six tries and 
played some attractive rugby amongst the backs. 
Too many penalties, poor scrummaging and very 
poor defensive work prevented us from dominating 
the match to the extent we would have liked. 
vs KES. Won 29–25. 
A spirited performance which saw us produce 
our best rugby of the season thus far. Quality go- 
forward ball, largely as a result of a strong and 
aggressive performance from the forwards, allowed 
us to recycle the ball repeatedly, put phases together 
and score some well worked and attractive tries. 
An attractive game of rugby with a very satisfying 
result. 
vs Grey College. Lost 29–34.
A superb performance from all fi fteen players in a 
match in which the result could have gone either 
way. Playing at home, confi dent after the KES 
performance and well prepared, all the boys had to 
do was bring the right attitude to this match and we 
could make a contest of it against an opposition who 
have in recent years dominated us. From the outset 
it was obvious that the attitude was right. Good 
line-out ball, adequate scrummaging, organised 
play, solid defence and superb rucking gave us all 
the possession and front foot ball we needed and 
allowed us to play constructive rugby throughout 
the match.

Two early fi rst half tries by Grey College, 
one a marginal decision and the other seriously 
questionable, saw us having to play some catch up 
rugby but this failed to dampen the boys’ spirits. 
Despite the two tries, we remained in the match 
through two fi rst half penalties by Matthew Currie 
who not only kicked well, bagging seven of his 
eight attempts, but also put in a superb performance 
controlling the game well from the No.10 position. 
A late fi rst half try by Neill Barnardt saw us turn 
13–12 up with everything to play for in the fi nal 35 
minutes. 

A poor start to the second half saw us concede 
what we considered two soft tries: one from a 
poor tackle in the midfi eld and the other from a 
disappointing scrum. After these two setbacks the 
boys picked themselves up and once again started 
to play in the manner in which they had fi nished the 
fi rst half. Three Matthew Currie penalties saw us fi ght 
our way back to touching distance at 27–22 before 
conceding a try. At 34–22 down and after applying 
excellent pressure to the Grey line, Michael Elliot-
Murray powered his way over from a short range 
penalty (which Matthew Currie calmly converted) 
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to take the score to 34–29 with one minute to play. 
This was an excellent display of true Boys High guts 
and spirit and by far our best performance of the 
season. 
vs St Albans . Won 30–6.
This proved a poor performance after the high of 
the previous week. Messy scrummaging, poor line-
outs, scrappy ball and a number of simple errors 
prevented us from gaining any momentum and 
stamping our authority on the game. 
vs St Stithians. Won 25–8. 
After a scrappy fi rst half where we made numerous 
elementary mistakes, turned over a load of ball and 
gave away far too many penalties we settled down 
and produced a very good second half. Excellent 
line-outs, solid scrummaging, good running with the 
ball in hand but, above all, a physical performance 
on the ground saw us dominate proceedings and 
score eighteen unanswered points. The rugby we 
played in the second half was a wonderful way to 
fi nish off the season where so much of what we had 
practised was put to good effect in an excellent team 
effort. 

Player Profi les: 
Thorgny Fjastad. Loose Head Prop. 
Matches Played: 18. 
Playing at loose head and at 1st Team level for the 
fi rst time, Thorgny did extremely well this year. An 
incredibly committed player who worked hard in the 
off season increasing his size and strength. A solid 
and strong scrummager and a player with a very 
high work rate. While Thorgny is not one to be seen 
doing the “fancy stuff” he is an incredibly honest 
player doing the hard yards match in and match out. 
Over and beyond the set pieces his contribution in 
the loose exchanges and around the fi eld of play was 
immense. A young, committed and tenacious player 
who has a bright future ahead of him.
Michael Elliot-Murray. Hooker. 
Matches Played: 14. Tries 3. 
Michael’s fearless approach to the game made him 
the ideal choice for the No. 2 position this year. He 
loves the physical nature of the sport and is never 
one to shy away from any form of contact. In fact 
the tougher the game, the more he enjoys it and the 
better he performs. His strong physical presence 
ensured that we had a stable and powerful front 
row and his ability in the scrum is immense. In the 
tight loose exchanges Michael’s contribution was 
also huge. He is an incredibly strong ball carrier, 
very effective at ruck time and excellent on the “pick 
and go’s” and in the close exchanges. Physically 
Michael is by all accounts the complete hooker with 
the attitude and temperament to match. Michael’s 

energy and enthusiasm both through his playing 
style and personality brought an extremely positive 
energy to the team this year. 
Simon Kerrod. Tight Head Prop. 
Matches Played 18: Tries: 2. Blue Bulls U19. 
A player who began his rugby career at PBHS in the 
lower levels of the age group divisions. Everything 
Simon has achieved this year, including provincial 
representation, is the culmination of years of hard 
work and discipline. Truly an example to all. Playing 
at tight head for the fi rst time, Simon impressed all 
in what is a tough and very competitive position. An 
incredibly strong scrummager, Simon was the pillar 
around which our scrum was built. A solid right 
shoulder is a vital component in any rugby team’s 
success and this was an area which Simon single 
handedly took care of, match in and match out. An 
honest player with a good work rate who certainly 
played his role over and beyond the set pieces. 
Simon can proudly look back on his school boy 
rugby career knowing that what he has achieved is 
only the beginning of even bigger things to come. 
Lynton Mare. Lock. 
Matches Played: 18. Tries: 2. 
Having watched the 1st XV this year no one would 
assume that this was the youngest player in the side 
who still has two years to play. Over and beyond 
his natural and excellent ability in the line-outs, 
where Lynton secured the majority of our ball from 
the set piece, he is an incredibly honest player with 
a phenomenal work rate. His contribution around 
the fi eld whether it be cleaning rucks, slowing down 
opposition ball, making runs or putting in tackles 
was invaluable. Having worked extremely hard in 
the off season, pound for pound Lynton was one of 
the strongest players in the team and probably the 
fi ttest. A bright prospect for the years to come. 
Schalk De Waal. Lock. 
Matches Played: 16. 
While not necessarily a fl ashy player Schalk does 
all the basics extremely well. A big, tall and strong 
player who is honest and hard working, Schalk loves 
the physical nature of the game and is never one to 
shy away from any form of contact. He is extremely 
effective in the loose exchanges and, while not 
always noticed, gets through a mountain of work 
in this department with his strong ball carries and 
aggressive cleaning. A very effective line-out jumper 
who is quick on his feet, comfortable in the air and 
both intelligent and strong on the ground, Schalk 
brought an extremely positive attitude to the team 
this year. His tough and uncompromising playing 
style coupled with his strong leadership abilities, 
ensured that he was a vital part of its success. By 
all accounts Schalk is the complete lock with all the 
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Rugby
physical attributes for the position and the attitude 
and temperament to match.
Neill Barnardt. Flank. 
Matches Played: 18. Tries: 5. 
Neill is one of only fi ve players to have played in 
all eighteen 1st XV Rugby matches this year. While 
Neill played all of his rugby on the fl ank this year 
he could just as well have played in the back line. 
An outstanding runner with the ball in hand, with 
natural pace and fl are, ensured that Neill was a vital 
part of the team’s game plan. Neill’s many sniping 
runs will long be remembered by those who saw 
him play this year but none more so than the one 
in which he scored against Grey College. It is no 
surprise that Neill was the team’s second highest try 
scorer. 
Thomas Wood. Flank. 
Matches Played: 11. Tries: 1. 
Thomas was a new pupil to the school this year and 
impressed all with his ability on the rugby fi eld. An 
incredibly strong player who is ideally suited for 
the No. 6 position. Whether it was his strong carries 
around the fringes, ability to hang onto the ball or 
strip the opposition of theirs, Thomas always proved 
to be a thorn in the side of the opposition. Thomas 
is a quiet and unassuming player from whom much 
will be expected next year. 
Katlego Maake. Captain. Flank/Eighth Man.
Matches Played: 17. Tries: 4. Blue Bulls Craven Week.
Having played 46 matches for his school’s 1st XV 
over a period of three years, Katlego has truly been 
a servant of Boys High rugby. Exciting with the ball 
in hand, a strong runner, superb on the ground, 
solid in the line-outs, intelligent in defence and the 
natural ability to read a game makes Katlego the 
complete player. He has all the attributes to progress 
and play the game at the highest level. Katlego was 
an outstanding captain this year having led the side 
in his own quiet and uncompromising manner, 
demanding respect from his players with his few 
but wisely chosen words and determined playing 
style. It has been a privilege to work with such a 
wonderful and talented school boy.
Cobus Van Der Merwe. Scrum-Half. 
Matches Played: 15. Tries: 1. Blue Bulls U19. 
Cobus made the position his own this year and got 
better and better as his confi dence grew. He is in 
many ways a thinking man’s scrumhalf who has 
developed the ability to read the game very well and 
make good tactical decisions. His service is crisp and 
powerful and resulted in the fl yhalf having enough 
time to play with more freedom. His kicking game is 
accurate and furthermore has taken a lot of pressure 

off the No. 10. Cobus surprised all, even himself, by 
getting selected into the Blue Bulls U19 Team this 
year and his success is a good example to everyone 
of where hard work and dogged determination can 
get a player. 
Matthew Currie. Fly-Half. Vice Captain (Captain 
Vs Paul Roos).
Matches Played: 13. Tries:1. Pen:15. Con:22. Total 
Points: 94. 
In many ways Matthew had a season of two halves. 
After making a blistering debut in 2009 and playing 
like a seasoned player from the word go, the 2010 
season started slowly for him. His steely character 
saw him fi ght back the demons of self doubt, and 
he has made the strongest of come-backs this year 
to became a player that the side can simply not do 
without. His kicking game compares with the best 
the school has seen in many years. After changing 
his goal kicking technique, he raised his successful 
attempts at goal statistics to in excess of 70%. Matthew 
is a strong and courageous player and has a running 
game that has seen him beat many an opponent. He 
does not mind the physical aspect of the game and 
is a very strong defender. His sniping breaks have 
created good attacking opportunities for the players 
outside him. The strongest part of his game, though, 
lies in his ability to control the tactical aspirations 
of the team and to execute the coach’s game plan. 
He has a calm and decisive demeanour and his team 
mates trust and respond to his decisions without 
hesitation.
Richmond Collins. Wing. 
Matches Played: 15. Tries: 7. Blue Bulls Craven Week. 
South African High Performance Squad.
Richmond has had yet another solid season and 
has been rewarded by being selected into the South 
African High Performance squad. After suffering an 
unfortunate ankle break in 2009, he has yet to fi nd 
his blistering pace of the past. That did not make 
him less effective as an attacking force though, 
as he has improved his physical strength in many 
ways. He has the ability to simply run through good 
defenders and score tries that few, if any, other 
player would have been able to score. Richmond’s 
skills have also developed but he will need to work 
hard at his game and remain disciplined if he is to 
achieve that of which he is truly capable in his fi nal 
school boy year. 
Rossouw De Waal. Inside Centre. 
Matches Played: 18. Tries: 4. Pen:6. Con: 11. Total 
Points: 60. 
Rossouw has had a solid fi rst season in the 1st Team. 
He has played in every game this year. After having 
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been asked to play in the No. 12 jersey, despite 
playing at No. 10 most of his rugby career, he has 
slowly but surely adjusted to the fi ner aspects of 
this position. He has good distributing skills and 
has surprised many an opponent by the strength 
of his ball carries and his ability to sniff out a try. 
When asked to do the kicking duties for the team 
he performed satisfactorily. He will undoubtedly 
be one of the key players next year, having gained 
invaluable experience in 2010.
Dwayne Liebenberg. Outside Centre. Vice 
Captain.
Matches Played: 17. Tries: 3. 
In many ways Dwayne was the heart and soul of the 
backline this season. After suffering a serious facial 
injury in 2009, many doubted whether his typical 
robust and physical game would ever be seen again. 
Those doubts were quickly laid to rest as Dwayne 
was your classic hard man in the No. 13 jersey this 
year. Few of his opponents this season would be 
able to forget being tackled really hard by him. His 
defence in the mid-fi eld is an intimidating factor and 
has seen some opposing backlines lose confi dence in 
their attack. His running game has also developed. 
He has the uncanny ability to fi nd a hole in the mid-
fi eld defence and has given the team a lot of go-
forward ball. His leadership role in the team has also 
been invaluable and whenever asked to ensure that 
something got done, the backline responded to him 
without hesitation.
Ezekiel Segole. Wing. 
Matches Played: 15. Tries: 7. Blue Bulls Academy. 
Ezekiel’s game has been very dependable this 
season and he was one of the players in the team 
who produced one good performance after the 
other this year. He was honest and hard-working in 
his play in all respects. He was rewarded by being 

selected into the Blue Bulls Academy Team and we 
are all very proud of his fi ne achievements. He has 
blistering pace and quick feet and is a good fi nisher 
of a try-scoring opportunity. His communication in 
defence as part of the back three is excellent and he 
has become a dependable defender. He has worked 
hard to improve upon his catching of the high ball 
and has become a threatening runner on the counter-
attack.
Mitchell Harris. Full Back. 
Matches Played: 18. Tries: 4. 
Mitchell has had a solid season in the First Team 
playing in every game this year. He has made the 
No. 15 jersey his own. He has been utterly safe 
and reliable at the back and has fi elded kicks with 
confi dence. He runs with elegance and pace and has 
been a dangerous player for opponents whenever he 
joined the backline in attack. He has worked hard 
on his kicking game seeing this aspect of his game 
improving through the season. Mitchell is one of 
the best one-on-one tacklers in the team and many 
an opponent has felt the impact of a dedicated, no-
questions-asked hit around the ankles.
ETHAN van der WALT. Fly-Half/Full Back/Wing. 
Matches played 13. 

Ethan was a reliable and versatile player this 
season, playing at fl y half, wing and full back. He 
has even been asked to cover the No. 9 position if 
need be. His versatility is one of his great strengths. 
He served primarily as the No. 10 and performed 
well. Ethan has the best distribution skills in the 
school and the strength and accuracy of his passes 
are without rival. He has worked hard on his tactical 
kicking game and his big boot has inconvenienced 
many an opponent. Ethan is a strong ball carrier, 
solid defender and has served the 1st XV well over 
the past two seasons. 

The following players also represented the 1st XV this year: 
Warrick Zimmer  Lock   Matches 8   
Donovan Strydom  Hooker   Matches 6  Tries 1
Donovan O’grady  Scrum Half  Matches 5  Tries 1
Reinhardt Swart  Wing   Matches 5
Heinrich Olmesdhal  Wing   Matches 5  Tries 1
Kirk Pretorius   Eighth Man  Matches 4   Tries 1 
Hano Van Der Merwe  Loose Head Prop Matches 3
Katlego Diseko   Wing   Matches 3
Sven Appelgryn  Flank    Matches 2  Tries 1
Jonathan Holtzhausen   Flank   Matches 2
Dylan Hayes   Flank   Matches 1
Dune Van Der Walt  Hooker   Matches 1

Greg Hassenkamp
Coach
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2nd XV Rugby Team
The 2nd XV Rugby team had a poor season in terms 
of results. Winning only fi ve games out of thirteen 
is not really what was expected, given that this was 
a side that showed promise and fl ashes of brilliance 
during the season.

It would be easy to blame injuries and illness, 
allied to some indifferent refereeing on occasion, 
but in truth this would be an excuse and would hide 
the real reasons. The fact is that this was a team that 
struggled to maintain concentration and stick to a 
game plan for an entire match. Allied to this there 
were some players who played as individuals and 
put themselves ahead of the team. All losses were 
close, and a concerted team effort may well have 
turned close losses into close wins.

That being said, most boys in the 2nd XV were a 
pleasure to work with and there were many highlights 
during the season. Ironically, the 2nd XV played 
their best rugby against their toughest opposition. 
The games against Affi es and Grey College were 
exciting, fast paced and could have gone either way. 
Incredible courage and perseverance was shown 
and what this team was capable of was evident for 
all to see. As a coach I could not ask for more.

I was pleased with the large number of boys from 
the 2nd XV who went on to represent the 1st XV. It 
was gratifying to see these boys acknowledged for 
good play, hard training and determination. This 
was especially evident in Heinrich Olmesdahl (who 
I was foolish enough to drop to the 4th XV at one 
stage), who overcame all obstacles in his path and 
forced his way into the 1st XV and did his school 
proud.

The 2nd XV was captained, for most of the season, 
by Sean van Niekerk who did a superb job. It was 
a pleasure to watch this young man grow and 
develop, both as a player and as a man. Here was 
a captain who really led from the front and he was 
sorely missed when he was injured.

I would like to thank my co-coach, Mr Ewart-
Phipps for his hard work, advice and calming 
infl uence. His efforts are much appreciated. I 
would also like to thank the parents who supported 
and hosted this year. Finally, to the boys, it was a 
frustrating season to be sure, but it was a pleasure to 
interact with such an enthusiastic group of characters 
with a never-say-die attitude. To the matric boys, I 
wish you well for the future, whatever it may bring. 
To the Form IVs, I hope to see you in the candies 
next year!

C A McBride
Coach

Rugby
Captain: Sean van Niekerk (Dune van der Walt)
Player of the season: Sean van Niekerk
Most improved player: David Fisher
Opponent   Result
KES   Lost 7–12
Parktown   Won 8–0
Zwartkops  Won 26–3
Menlopark   Lost 3–6
Highlands North 1st   Won 57–0
John Vorster  Won 17–0
AHS   Lost 8–16
Jeppe   Lost 0–3
St Johns   Won 27–0
KES   Lost 10–20
Grey College  Lost 5–12
St Albans   Lost 12–13
St Stithians  Lost 10–15

1.  Sean van Niekerk (2nd team) is all concentration as he claims Boys 
High’s line out.

2.  Richmond Collins sucks in three defenders whilst on attack against KES.

1

2
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3rd XV Rugby Team

Captain: Wonder Machethe
Player of the season: John Mouton
Most improved player: Tyronne Dahlen
Opponent   Result
KES   L 3 – 7
Parktown   W 24 – 0
Zwartkops  W 19 – 15
Menlopark   W 17 – 12
St Benedict’s 2nd XV  W 27 – 6
John Vorster  W 15 – 12
AHS   L 18 – 24
Jeppe   W 14 – 6
St Johns   W 54 – 7
KES   W 21 – 17
Grey College  L 0 – 57
St Stithians  W 34 – 17

The 3rd XV had a good season in 2010. There were 
several reasons for this. The boys worked and 
trained hard, the senior players came to the fore and 
took responsibility when the going got tough and 
all the players showed a steely resolve to do well 
and, on the whole, they played a sound defensive 
pattern. Many games were won on defence. The 
most important reason for their success, however, 
was that this was a team, and played like one. 
This was a positive team dynamic and they were a 
pleasure to coach.

The 3rd XV lost three games, two of those (KES 
3–7) and AHS (18–24) could have gone either way.

Ironically, I consider the game against Affi es as 
the 3rd XV’s best game of the season. It was a real 
nail-biter. The Affi es 3rd XV was a fi ne side packed 
with (very large) hard runners. Initially all we did 
was survive. Gradually, however, the tide changed. 
Determination, good fi tness levels and some 
intelligent use of the boot by young Kevin Twiname 
kept us in the game and we ended camped on their 
line pushing for the win. I honestly believe fi ve or ten 
more minutes would have resulted in a memorable 
win. Against Grey we got a hiding from a better side. 
The pace and skill they displayed was breathtaking 
and I compliment their coach and players.

Another contributing factor to a good season was 
the efforts of the pack. Not always the biggest players, 
they generally held onto their own ball and put 
extreme pressure on the opposition. Many attacking 

opportunities for our opponents were snuffed out by 
good forward play. Here Mr Ewart-Phipps must take 
credit. His experience and expertise in producing 
competitive forwards proved invaluable.

I would like to thank all parents who supported 
and hosted. I would also like to thank the 4th XV 
coach whose players I robbed shamelessly and who 
always arrived motivated and ready to play.

Finally, to the boys: it was a pleasure and a privilege 
to coach you and I wish you all the best for the future.

C A McBride
Coach

Michael Eliot-Murray prepares to feed the line out against Grey College.
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4th Rugby Team

Rugby
The 4th rugby team had a very successful year having 
lost only four games throughout the season. March 
saw the beginning of what would turn out to be a 
very long, but enjoyable period of rugby. After the 
open trials I was handed a team of young men the 
sheer size of whom was enough to make any coach 
drool with anticipation. However, after the fi rst 
loss of the season to a very strong KES side, it was 
clear that we would have to re-structure the way 
we played the game. So it was back to the drawing 
board for all of us and after a few serious discussions 
and very physical practices we were able to identify 
the best game plan for the team. 

A very strong pack of forwards meant that we 
were able to dominate the set phase, even against 
sides renowned for their scrummaging. The side 
was ably captained by Matthew Benson who is 
extremely strong and not shy of the contact situation. 
He anchored the scrum at hooker and improved his 
throwing in to the lineouts throughout the season. 
His leadership skills both on and off the fi eld were 
outstanding and his quick wit made those tough 
rucking sessions bearable. 

Three very quick and agile loose forwards meant 
that we were able to secure good quality ball and 
maintain momentum throughout the game.

The backs comprised of a good mix of ‘brains and 
brawn’ and ran in some superb tries from deep in 
their own half. Matthew Penn-Clarke had an excellent 
season at fl yhalf, his decision making skills and physical 
presence made him a valuable asset to the team. Bertus 
Van Heerden played the typical role at inside centre, 
strong on attack but even stronger on defence.

In my opinion the best game of the season was 
the encounter against Grey College. Even though 
we lost on the scoreboard I believe that the boys 
learnt lessons about themselves that day that cannot 
be taught in a classroom. 

I must say that I feel privileged to have worked 
with a group that has shown so much passion and 
commitment to their team-mates as well as to the 
school. A big thank you must also go to Mr Simon 
Anderson for his insight and professionalism.

Ryan O’Donoghue
Coach

5th Rugby Team
The 5th XV team played exciting and attractive rugby 
throughout the season. They played an expansive 
game, spreading the ball to the wings and scoring 
on many occasions. The team was captained by 
Matthew Bailey and Devon Marsh with both players 
leading from the front in their performances and 
their ability. There were changes made to the team 
every week and many of the 5th XV players were 
promoted to higher teams. The team’s biggest win 
was against St Johns whom they managed to beat 
78–0. The 5th XV also managed big wins against 
Parktown, St Benedicts and St Stithians. The team 
had closely fought battles against KES and Hilton 
and managed to win on both these occasions. These 

matches were the highlights of the season with the 
boys showing great character and determination. 
Many of the players matured during the season 
and it was a time during which they had fun and 
strengthened friendships. 

S Anderson 
Coach

Played  11 
Won   7 
Lost   4 

Michael Elliot-Murray on the run against St Stithians. Dwayne Liebenberg slips a tackle on defence.
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6th Rugby Team
“Ballroom dancing is a contact sport. Rugby is a 
collision sport.” This quote by Heyneke Meyer 
reminded me of the intensity with which the sixth 
rugby team approached the 2010 season. As a new 
teacher at Pretoria Boys High, I wasn’t entirely sure 
what to expect from a sixth team, but I soon realised 
that I was going to work with a group of extremely 
talented boys!

Our season could be described as tremendously 
successful. The statistics show that we won 11 of the 
13 matches that we played – giving us an 85% winning 
ratio. Another remarkable piece of information is 
the fact that the team scored 545 points during the 
season at an average of 42 points per match, while a 
total of 61 points were scored against us (51 of these 
compliments of a rampant Grey College side!). These 
fi gures are indeed evidence of the pride, passion and 
determination that the boys displayed on the fi eld.

One of the most exciting encounters of the season 
proved to be the derby against old foe, Affi es. The 
week preceding this clash was characterised by 
intense conditioning of bodies and minds and it 
seemed to have paid off when we drew fi rst blood 
by means of an exceptional Stefan Rodgers try. The 
conversion was unfortunately not successful and 
as the half-time whistle blew we were leading 5–0. 
The boys defended mercilessly in the second half 
but a converted try by the opponents meant that we 
narrowly lost the match 5–7. A disappointing result 
maybe, but the courage and fi ghting spirit of the 
boys will remain with me long after the result has 
been forgotten.

Since a signifi cant number of players went on to 
play for higher teams during the year, it is a near 
impossible task to mention the names of all the 
boys who made a contribution to this side. I would, 

however, like to extend a special word of thanks 
to all the Form V’s who played their last season of 
school boy rugby. Regular Form V players of the 
sixth team included the following:
• Stuart Carnie, Luan Badenhorst and James 

Noonan, who proved to be invaluable to the team 
whether selected as lock, fl ank or eighthman.

• Matthias Niebuhr, who made sure that things 
never got too serious at training sessions and 
developed into a very capable line-out jumper.

• Greg Hofman, who impressed week after week 
with his physical impact and ruthless defence.

• Gustaf Swart and Roland de Graaf, a formidable 
half-back combination with the ability to think 
on their feet and keep the team on the front foot.

• Matthew Dulson, whose line-breaking abilities 
impressed as much as his rock solid defence.

• Neil van Niekerk, who established himself 
as a fi nisher of note with deceptive pace and 
acceleration. 

• Jason Theunissen, our very reliable full-back 
with a habit of being at the right place at the right 
time.

• Johann Herbst, who ably captained the team 
for the best part of the season. His loyalty and 
dedication to the team were beyond comparison.

Yet my thanks go to each and every boy who 
represented the 6th team this season and who made 
it their fi rst priority to enjoy this game we all love so 
much. I wish you all the best for the future. Thank 
you also to all parents and supporters for their 
patience and encouragement throughout the season. 
It is greatly appreciated.

Erlo Rust
Coach

Michael de Waal (U15A) competes with his AHS opponent. Richmond Collins on his way to scoring a try against St Stithians.
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7th Rugby Team

Rugby
As a coach, I had two main aims for the team. Firstly, 
to have fun as a team, making the most of a season 
that for some would be the last rugby they ever 
play. Secondly, to try and get as many of the players 
into a higher team and maybe further their skills at 
another level. Amazingly enough, at one stage all of 
the starting fi fteen were taken up to the 6th side. As 
much as the 7th team has become a fi lter for higher 
teams as well as for lower team players coming up, 
there were a handful of players that stuck the season 
out with me. These were Richard Pentz (captain), 
Anthony Smith, Matthew Delaney, Ryan Bosman, 
Lethabo Sekgobela (LT), Wihan Horn, Jason Jennings 
and Nicholas Steyn. I would personally like to thank 
those players for making it a fun and competitive 
season. 

Unfortunately for the team we lost many players 
due to moving up teams, so the structure of the team 
was constantly changing. However, we had a really 
good season. Our forwards were a strong and well-
oiled unit. As a team, we knew that we would never 
lose a lineout ball, and if it did happen, the players 
were furious with themselves, especially Nick Steyn 
and Lethabo Sekgobela. We would always have good, 
clean ball at the breakdown, thanks to clinical and 
precise loose forward play. Our front row was small, 
but bigger hearts in players would be hard to fi nd.

The backline was equally clinical, with enormous 
skill and speed. The backs took a while to accept that 
they also have to ruck in rugby games, but when they 
fi nally started doing it, we were a serious force to 
be reckoned with. Pentz was our captain and “go to 
man” in the backline, and with hard and fast runners 
off him such as Smith, Jennings and sometimes even 

Fogg, along with the rest of the backs, it would take 
some doing for the opposition to prevent a try being 
scored.

Various moments stood out for me in the season: 
when Kevin van Staden cycled from Menlyn in the 
rain to play a rugby game at Boys High; when the 
entire team played touch rugby against Maritzburg 
College after the match was rained out; when Richard 
Pentz actually bounced a player; when Dimitri Fogg 
put in the biggest hit of the season; when we played 
Affi es four times; when the backs started to ruck; 
when Michael-John Schumann played hooker and 
nearly got paralyzed doing it; when we nearly beat 
Affi es away; when Thato Matsaung learnt how to 
catch a rugby ball and for every team photo after a 
game. Finally, most of all, the heart shown by every 
player when they pulled on the red, white and green. 
As long as Boys High produces players like the ones 
that I had the privilege of coaching, the school is in 
safe hands for the future.

I would like to thank each and every player that 
represented the 7th team this year and also a big 
thank you to all the parents that stood by the team, 
regardless of our results. Also a very special thank 
you to Mr Horn for the constant support at every 
game and all the photos you took. The comment that 
was used the most this season would defi nitely have 
to be, “ Pentz, you are so slow”.

I hope I am fortunate enough to see all of you 
again one day, and talk about the great season we 
had. Thank you.

Shaun Landsberg
(Coach)

Jordan Williams (U14B) kicks for touch. Mitchell Harris in action against St Benedicts School. 
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8th, 9th and 10th Rugby Team
The high spirited and joyful bunch of boys who 
made up the 8th, 9th and 10th teams made coaching 
a real pleasure. What began as a healthy squad of 
forty-fi ve or more players at the start of the season 
soon became diffi cult to maintain, as injuries in 
higher teams meant we were losing numbers. Our 
biggest challenge was fi nding a consistent front row 
which eventually meant we were reduced to just an 
8th team. This then led to the 8th team being lucky 
enough to have a coaching staff of four, Dennis 
Webster and I as backs and forwards coach, Mr 
Tucker as the team manager and Daniel Lombard as 
our very own team consultant.

The highlight of the season was most defi nitely the 
match against Hilton on a neutral fi eld at St Albans. 
After being only one try up at half-time the team 
did remarkably well to score fi ve tries in the second 
half, killing any hope the Kwa-Zulu Natal boys 
had of a comeback. We managed to fi eld two very 
pleasing sides against Affi es: the 8th team was very 
competitive and gave a gutsy performance while 

the 9th team suffered a disappointing loss. It was 
a huge pity that all the games against Maritzburg 
College were cancelled this year as it was a highly 
anticipated match for the team. Grey College, as 
usual, produced a great brand of running rugby 
which we struggled to counter. A disallowed try 
by captain Louis Buys was a huge disappointment 
although we did manage to put some points on the 
board through a penalty by Michael Truebody.

The boys took great pleasure in their rugby this 
year and really enjoyed their last few games together, 
always proud to be in their Boys High jerseys. My 
thanks go to all the boys who represented the three 
sides for their commitment during the season. It was 
a real pleasure for us to be your coaches. We look 
forward to seeing some of you again next year and 
for those who will be leaving us, we wish you all the 
best and good luck.

Andrew Christie
Coach

Katlego Maake has a clean take in the line out against Grey College.
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Some people have classifi ed this group as under 
achievers, some said that they will have another 
diffi cult season; we said we were up for the challenge. 
The season started without pre-season fi tness 
sessions and without a festival during the April 
holidays. Not a great start in terms of preparing for 
a tough season. 

The boys were all enthusiastic and a few boys 
wanted to try out some new positions. We also 
had some new boys from other schools who had 
played in their previous schools’ A-teams and they 
obviously had their hopes set on making the Boys 
High A-team. We had two weeks in which to sort 
out the team that had to start against KES. On match 
day we got scrummed by a bigger pack and lost most 
of our lineout balls and battled to get going during 
the fi rst half. We trailed 11–0 at half time and had 
to regroup to ensure that we got some momentum 
for the season. With great character and passion the 
boys came back during the second half, but just did 
not have enough to beat their opponents and lost 
11–8. Parktown was an easy win and Zwartkops 
caught us unaware with a mid-week fi xture where 
we just never seemed to get going and lost quite 
badly. After the April holidays we battled to get 

going against Menlopark and were taught another 
rugby lesson. The Maritzburg fi xture was rained out 
unfortunately, and we will have to wait until next 
year to continue the battle.

Then came the next fi ve games where we should 
have won at least four games, but only managed to 
scrape home 3–0 in one of them. We managed to beat 
a very successful St Benedicts team 3–0, but at a great 
cost. We lost three players during this match due to 
injury. We then played against Centurion under lights 
as a trial match for Bulls selection. The boys played 
well and even though we had some interesting calls 
from the referee, we managed to draw 5–5. We also 
lost our tighthead prop a day before the big Affi es 
derby. Needless to say, we were beaten 36–0. What 
will be remembered during that game are the two 
enormous tackles Ngoako Ralepelle made on the 
Affi es centre to silence the crowd. Jeppe was a very 
physical game with plenty of off-the-ball incidents. 
We dominated the game and after an early red card 
to Jeppe, we should have won the game easily. 
Unfortunately, we conceded an intercept try and lost 
13–11. Next was another physical encounter against 
John Vorster. We played great rugby and with only 
one lineout jumper, managed to be competitive, 
but the wind made things diffi cult. Then disaster 
struck. We were in the lead and with one minute 
to go, we received a penalty in our own 22m area. 
Instead of kicking it out to the closest touch line and 
securing the ball on our own throw-in, we kicked to 
the opposite touch line, didn’t kick the ball out and 
they ran at us. Despite our best efforts, John Vorster 
scored the winning try. We lost 12–10.

The boys were devastated and we just didn’t 
know how to turn the season around. We had lost 
the last two matches both by less than 3 points! 
Some crucial changes had to be made. I made a 
change at scrumhalf, outside centre and a positional 
change to wing. We had some harsh words during 
the week and even a tougher week on the practice 
fi eld and made a renewed commitment to change 
the season around. We had fi ve games to go and, 
understandably, we aimed at four out of fi ve wins, 
taking into consideration that Grey College was still 
waiting for us after a fi ve week July holiday. The 
next game was St Johns and we beat them properly 
41–10. The changes in the team paid off. Next was 
the revenge, I mean the return game, against the 
up-to-then unbeatable KES team. After fi ve matches 
against them in this team’s Boys High history, it was 
seen as the season’s make-or-break game. We had 
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KES 11–8 Lost 8 11
Parktown 31–0 Won 31 0
Zwartkops 30–0 Lost 0 30
Menlopark 19–0 Lost 0 19
St Benedicts 3–0 Won 3 0
Centurion 5–5 Drew 5 5
Affies 36–0 Lost 0 36
Jeppe 13–11 Lost 11 13
John Vorster 12–10 Lost 10 12
St Johns 41–10 Won 41 10
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   175 158

U16A Rugby Team

ph
We
to 
Un
13–
Joh
on
bu

ph
Played   14
Won    6
Lost    6
Drew   2
Win/Loss ratio:  50%
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our strongest possible side on the fi eld, no more 
injuries and a team that was highly motivated. In 
an excellent game where the boys showed a lot of 
patience, guts and character, they beat KES 16–8. 
The outcome of this game was never in doubt. It 
was a comprehensive victory. All involved, players, 
parents and obviously me, understood the magnitude 
of this victory. Since our turn-around we had played 
two, won two. Still on track! Unfortunately, our 
momentum was broken by a fi ve week holiday. The 
best time to have played Grey College would have 
been the Saturday after our KES victory.

Needless to say, after fi ve weeks of “World Cup” 
holiday and school starting only on a Tuesday, we 
had very limited time and opportunity to prepare 
for, most probably, the best rugby school in South 
Africa. Getting a team fi t in three practices was an 
impossible job. We had to tap into our previous 
success against KES and the momentum we had. No 
changes were made to the winning team from the 
past two matches. Faith in the winning combination, 
trust in each other, passion, our refusal to lie down 
and a big bench that could come on if we ran out 
of steam, was the focus during this shortened week. 
The pain and frustration of our unsuccessful fi rst half 
of the season and also a quiet confi dence were huge 
motivators for the team. The Grey College fi xture is 
one of those games that will always be remembered, 
unfortunately, it is most often for the big scores 
against us. We decided that it will be remembered 
for all the right reasons this year. The guys were 
so pumped up that I knew something special was 
about to happen. We didn’t play them last year and 
we didn’t know too much about each other. It was 
a very physical, hard, but clean game. At half time 
both teams had missed a penalty opportunity and the 
score was 0–0. I didn’t have to say anything during 
half time. They knew it was there for the taking. 
During the second half we played like a house on 
fi re and dominated every phase of play. I know, it 
sounds too good to be true, but it happened. We 
missed another penalty and a drop goal. We had at 
least two opportunities to score from a driving maul 
where they collapsed the maul 5 metres from the try 
line. There were a few off-the-ball incidents towards 
the end when, dare I say it, panic struck in the Grey 
College team, but our boys kept their composure and 
did not concede any penalties. The boys played so 
hard and with so much passion that not one of them 
had to be replaced due to a lack of fi tness or injury. 
The fi nal whistle went and the fi nal score was PBHS 

0–0 Grey College. It was by far the best performance 
that I have seen by all the teams that I have coached 
at Boys High against Grey College. Needless to say, 
we viewed it as a victory and I was so proud of the 
boys! They were also rewarded by being announced 
“Team of the Week” after their gutsy draw against 
Grey College.

The last two games against St Albans and St 
Stithians went well and the boys just went from 
strength to strength and won both their last two 
matches. We did not lose one of our last fi ve matches 
of the season. Mission accomplished. Well done, 
boys. It is a pity that these boys won’t play together 
as a team again as they will go into the open age 
group next year.

Looking back at the season, we only had a 50% 
win ratio, but the win over KES, the fi rst time in six 
matches against them, and the draw against Grey 
College will stand out as the two most memorable 
moments of the season. Congratulations to Cedrick 
Kabeya, Ngoako Ralepelle, Sandile Hlatshwayo and 
Thando Mbukwane for making the Bulls A team and 
to Scott and Makhubela for making the Bulls B side.

Part of the winning recipe for this team this 
year was their discipline during the week at 
practice. Thank you, boys, for coming down every 
afternoon, four days a week with a positive attitude, 
a willingness to learn and the patience to repeat 
some drills over and over until it became second 
nature. The spirit in the team was second to none. 
The competitive nature, sportsmanship and spirit of 
each boy and, at the same time, the motivation you 
guys had, can not be coached and is very special. 
You don’t fi nd it everywhere. 

Thanks to the 1st team for the shadow sessions 
on a Thursday afternoon. It has no doubt made a 
huge difference to prepare us for our fi xtures every 
Saturday. Thank you also to the U16B team and Mr 
De Kock, who unselfi shly and without questioning 
supplied the A team with well coached and quality 
players when we had injuries or who were needed 
on the bench every Saturday.

Well done to the U16A’s of 2010. You guys will 
be remembered for your achievements and fi nally 
getting rid of the tag of under achievers. Good luck 
with the open rugby age group and I hope to see 
most of you guys in the Candies within the next two 
years.

Mike Smuts
Coach
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U16B Rugby

Rugby
It is always easy to mistakenly judge how well a side 
played in a season by looking at it from a statistical 
point of view. The win-loss ratio was seven matches 
won, six lost, but the points for were 363, and against 
116, with an average of 28 points for and 9 against. 
None of this gives any indication of the teamwork, 
friendship, passion and loyalty which are cultivated 
amongst the boys on the fi eld of play. The goal for 
the year was to play hard and have fun, both of 
which were accomplished in spades. The results 
were as follow:

The two matches that were the standout matches 
were the ones against Affi es and Grey College. 
Grey’s score does not refl ect the 19–12 score margin 
for 90% of the match. Boys High tackled with 
incredible heart and guts and both opposition sides 
were extremely complimentary on their defence. If 
one had to ask the boys which two matches they 
enjoyed the most, without a doubt it would be these 
two matches.
Martyn de Jongh – Eighth Man (12 Matches – 
8 tries) (Captain) 
Martyn was the leading try scorer. He worked 
hard from the back of the scrum and always led by 
example. He was able to rally the team around him 
when it was necessary.
Brentan Gouws – Hooker (13 Matches – 2 tries) 
(Vice Captain)
Brentan made the line-outs easy to win and control. 
His accuracy at fi nding his jumpers has been 
unmatched in my years of coaching. Between him 
and Martyn, the team was in good hands. He was 
quick and added the dimension of a fourth loose 
forward.
Aiden Markram – Flyhalf (12 Matches – 3 tries)
Aiden, the fl yhalf with a big and deadly boot. He 
scored 83 points with his boot and his control of the 
play grew in confi dence every match. He was able to 

read the match situation very quickly and do what 
was necessary to keep the team moving forward. His 
stand out moment was his try against Grey College.
Andrew Mc Cabe – Tight head Prop (11 Matches 
– 3 Tries)
Andrew worked hard and did a lot of the grunt work 
in protecting the ball. He was quite quick for a prop 
and was able to cover a lot of ground. Like Brentan, 
his mobility gave the team a fi fth loose forward.
Jacques Kirstein – Scrumhalf and Inside Centre (11 
Matches)
Jacques was the light weight tiger with a big heart, 
who tackled anything that came into his channel. He 
might not have been on the board for scoring any 
tries but he will defi nitely be on the board for saving 
numerous tries.
Kgosi Mamaregane – Wing (11 Matches – 3 tries)
Kgosi was the smallest player on the fi eld but this did 
not stop him from tackling the biggest opponent. He 
had great speed and even a better step. He did not 
have good hands at the start of the season but over 
time improved and grew into a formidable attacking 
machine.
Franco du Toit – Loose head Prop (10 Matches – 2 
tries)
Franco played an incredible thinking game. His 
knowledge and understanding of the game allowed 
the team to dominate the scrums. His lifting in the 
front of the line-out with Andrew insured that we 
won 95 percent of our two-ball. 
Daniël Swiegers – Lock (10 Matches – 1 try)
Daniël was the third member of the team’s two-
ball. Not only was he able to win our ball, he did 
a very good job of winning the opponents’ ball or 
disrupting their line-outs. Like Andrew and Brentan, 
he was able to cover a lot of ground, giving the team 
another loose forward.
Arvid-Rei Smedsrud – Fullback and Wing (10 
Matches – 5 tries)
Arvid-Rei was a back who loved to run and was 
diffi cult to bring down. The hits he made were hard 
and it was tough to stand up from them. 
Hanyani Ntlemo – Wing and outside Centre (9 
Matches – 2 tries)
Hanyani grew in stature each match and by the end 
of the season had become the most improved player 
with the potential to go far with rugby. Between him 
and Jacques, they were the brick wall of defence.
Dylan Whittle – Outside Centre (8 Matches – 2 
tries)
Dylan had his season cut short when he received a 
bad concussion. He was, however, an incredible ball 
player that ran hard and could straighten the line 
and run amazing angles. 
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  W PF PA TF TA
1 KES L 8 10 1 1
2 Parktown W 31 0 5 0
3 Zwartkops L 10 12 2 2
4 Willowridge A W 59 0 9 0
5 Highlands North A W 62 0 10 0
6 Affies L 0 17 0 3
7 Jeppe L 12 13 0 2
8 John Vorster  W 15 7 2 1
9 St Johns W 52 12 8 2
10 KES L 7 12 1 2
11 Grey College L 12 33 2 5
12 St Albans W 40 0 6 0
13 St Stithians W 55 0 9 0
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Seán Cheadle – Flank (8 Matches – 1 try)
Seán was always there to bring a smile to a team 
mate’s face. He worked hard off the side of the scrum 
and was a formidable force when it came to carrying 
the ball and tackling.
Craig Plaatjes – Flank (7 Matches)
Craig was a hard worker off the side of the scrum 
and did a lot of the grunt work of clearing rucks and 
protecting the ball. He covered a lot of ground and 
made numerous ball steals. He was also injured and 
unable to complete the season.
Chad Brussouw – Flank and Lock (7 Matches – 2 
tries)
Chad started out as a replacement for injured players 
but became an integral part of the team with his 
positive attitude and hard work.
Dillan Peens – Lock (6 Matches)
Dillan was new to the school coming half way through 
the season. He slotted in with ease and became a 
big part of the tight fi ve. Together with Willie they 
made up 198kg second row. He grew from strength 
to strength, becoming an asset to the team and a ball 

carrier that was diffi cult to bring down. He was the 
foundation of the team’s four-ball jumper.
Cameron van Heerden – Flank (6 Matches)
Cameron was also new to the school and would also 
add a new dimension to the side of the scrum. He 
has great hands and carried the ball with incredible 
enthusiasm. He was truly missed after St Johns.
Kallie Kurz – Scrumhalf (6 Matches – 5 tries)
Kallie commanded the base of the scrum ensuring 
the back line got enough ball and the forwards got 
over the advantage line. He was able to cross the try 
line with frequent ease.

Wesley Horné (5), Warwick Dunkley (6), Willie 
Lloyd (6) would start the season with the B team 
but would play most of the season for the A team. 
Jason Schmidt (6) and Jason Cunningham (4) would 
willingly fi ll in at short notice for injury and illness. 
Thanks to all the other boys that would play one or 
two matches for the B team.

Andrew de Kock
Coach

U16C Rugby
Saturday 31 July, a perfect winter morning, Oehley 
fi eld… the referee instructs Boys High to put into 
the scrum, fi fteen metres in fi eld on the left hand 
side of the Boys High ten metre line. 

Facing the Rugby pavilion, the front row of 
Margolius, Motalane and Fischer bind tightly 
together… the backline huddle is scattered with 
the call of “Bolt”, the trap is set… Locks, de Beyer 
and Wrogemann, attach themselves like Lego to 
the front row. The back row of Oelofse, Perfect and 
Smith complete a formidable set of forwards.

The backline is dispersed across the width of 
Oehley near. Full back Moralee and right wing 
Wood hover near the touch line bordering Brooks 
fi eld. Outside centre Welman’s havoc earlier in the 
match ensures that he has the undivided attention of 
his opposite number. With the direction of play set 
up to go right, left wing Qwabe lurks. 

Scrumhalf Ryan stands ready with ball in hand as 
the referee calls “Crouch. Touch. Pause… Engage”. 
Sixteen bodies smash into each other…. Ryan feeds 
the scrum… “Two. Three, squeeze” echoes from the 
Boys High forwards as the St Stithians scrum hits the 
reverse gear. The ball is swiftly hooked by Motalane 
and channeled to 8th man Smith. 

Ryan skips around to the back of the scrum, 
readies himself and sends out a bullet pass to fl y half 
Fourie…

Collecting the ball at pace, Fourie steps off his 

left foot and drifts wide. Inside centre, Brinsford, 
calls for the ball as he sprints into the inside scissors 
line. The St Stithians number 12 follows him … it’s 
a decoy. 

Fourie times his short outside pass to perfection. 
At full pace Qwabe takes the pass and slices through 
the exposed St Stithians defence. Gasps of awe echo 
among the touchline spectators. Qwabe sprints 60 
metres to score a fantastic try. 

This was only one of the many brilliant tries 
scored by this talented U16 C team. 

Our season started off with our traditional 
fi xture away at KES. Muhammed Mafuya created a 
moment of magic to set up Lwazi Qwabe’s crucial 
try. We were one of the few Boys High teams to win 
on the day. Eventually we triumphed 17–10, but not 
before a KES fi ght back late in the match. This fi ght 
back would be an ominous warning for later in the 
season. We then ran riot against Parktown winning 
81–0 (home).

At the start of the second term we were exposed 
by the Menlopark U16B team where we lost 
22–0 (away). This loss had the boys doubting 
themselves and we followed this up with our worst 
performance of the season in losing to St Benedict’s 
U16B team 13–12 (away). We had very little time for 
self pity as our next opponent was Affi es. Against 
our neighbours the boys showed real courage and 
character. Evidence of this could be seen in the three 
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Rugby
concussions we picked up. Ultimately we lost 34–0 
(away). 

Fed up with losing and being bullied, the boys 
got their act together for their best performance 
of the season. They thumped Jeppe 42–0 (away), 
scoring six spectacular tries with Jason Cunningham 
converting all of them. With renewed confi dence we 
convincingly outplayed John Vorster, winning 27–5 
(away). We then took on St Johns and ground out 
a 27–7 (away) victory. Our last game of the second 
term was our return fi xture against KES. We started 
magnifi cently, dominating the forward exchanges 
and were 13–0 up with less than 10 minutes to play. 
Our recent habit of slacking off in the second half 
came back to haunt us with KES scoring three quick 
tries to consign us to an inexplicable 17–13 loss at 
home. 

The third term started with the formidable 
challenge of Grey College. The boys showed 
tremendous skill and character. This team’s 
performance set the tone for a lot of other Boys High 
teams on the day, we went down bravely, losing 
17–0 (home). Unlike most other teams, we did not 
have the luxury of scoring an easy win against St 
Albans. Instead, we were handed a return fi xture 
against Affi es’ U16C. The boys again showed a huge 
amount of character to take on the challenge a week 
after battling Grey College. Matthew Wood made 
two tremendous try saving tackles. The boys played 
better rugby and proved we could do more than just 
tackle, but still lost 29–6. The following week we 
played our last match of the season. 

After two tremendously tough matches, the 
boys were burning to play some attacking rugby. 

Unfortunately for our next opponents St Stithians, 
they were on the receiving end of a ruthless Boys 
High team. I vividly remember the St Stithians hooker 
using school names in his line out calls. Eventually 
he called “Pretoria Boys”. Without missing a beat 
our front of the line-out jumper, Alan de Beyer 
boldly declared “Yes, it is our ball”. Alan promptly 
jumped up and stole their ball! The forwards laid 
an excellent platform with Johannes Westerveld 
making several rampaging runs. The backs simply 
ripped St Stithians apart. With 8 minutes remaining 
the referee blew the full time whistle, bringing the 
curtain down on our season. Boys High won 82–0. 

I would like to thank the boys for their dedication, 
skill and bravery throughout the season. This is 
a talented group of players and I look forward to 
following their progress in the Open teams. The 
parents must also be thanked for their loyal support. 
Sister Christian and her First Aid team also deserve 

our gratitude for their professionalism and care for 
all the injured boys.

The following boys were regular players for our 
team: Jason Schmidt (Prop), Franz Fischer (Prop), 
Waheed du Pont (Prop), Pavlo Lazarides (Prop), 
Bogosi Motalane (Hooker), Alan de Beyer (Lock), 
Johannes Westerveld (Lock), Muhammed Mafuya 
(Lock and vice captain), Alex Oelofse (Flank), Dale 
Smith (Flank), Stuart Perfect (Flank), Rudolph 
Jansen (8th man), Emil de Beer (8th man), Keenan 
Ryan (Scrum half), Ryan Evans (Scrum half), Jason 
Cunningham (Flyhalf and captain), Matthew 
Hawken (Fly half), Oliver Brinsford (Inside centre), 
Garth Welman (Outside centre), Lwazi Qwabe (Left 
wing), Matthew Wood (Right wing) and Dominic 
Moralee (Full back).

Jaydon Kelly
Coach

Kyle Ferreira (U16A) has the edge over his KES counterpart in getting to the loose ball.
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U16D Rugby
The U16 age group is always a unique age group to 
be associated with because of the nature of the boys’ 
development. At trials one sees boys who have never 
played higher than the E team at U14 and U15 level 
yet manage to keep up with A and B team players. 
These are the kinds of boys who end up in the C 
and D team at the start of the season and end the 
season in the B team. It never helps the continuity of 
the team to lose players to higher teams every week 
but it is always such a pleasure to see those boys 
succeed.

The season was slightly fragmented: there were 
Saturdays when there were no fi xtures for the team 
and then days when the fi xtures were cancelled 
completely (aka Maritzburg College). This also 
disrupted the team and refl ected the way they 
played the game: always slow to fi nd their feet in the 
fi rst half, letting through soft tries through defensive 
errors, then fi nding fourth gear in the second half 
but always playing catch-up on the scoreboard. This 
was epitomised in our game against Hilton College 
where both teams scored three tries, except that all 
three of Hilton’s came in the fi rst half. The team 

did have comprehensive victories (St Benedict’s 
and KES at home), hard fought victories (Jeppe) 
and tough defeats against Grey College and Affi es. 
I’m sure they’ll want to rectify that in the open age 
group next year.

The team was led alternately by James (VB) von 
Bardeleben and Jamie (“Mr Kennedy”) Kennedy. 
We trained as a squad with the U16C team which 
always made sessions competitive and gave the 
D team a target to aim for if they really wanted to 
move up. It was always tough for them (as it should 
be) but very instructive for the boys to have stronger 
players against them to test their skills. 

My thanks go to all the boys who played in the 
U16D team this year (the number would make up 
two teams and reserves), the parents who were on 
the sidelines every Saturday shouting their lungs 
out for the boys and lastly, but most importantly, 
to Mr Kelly for his expertise, vast knowledge of the 
game and technical training of the boys.

Nick Loupos
Coach

1.  Seán Cheadle (U16A) is 
brought to ground by a St 
Benedicts player as Dirk 
Schoeman and Ngoako 
Ralepelle come to his aid.

2.  Richmond Collins on the attack.
3.  Mitchell Harris on the attack 

against St Stithians.
4.  Matthew Currie weighs up 

his options on attack against 
Parktown.

5.  Mr Hassenkamp studies every 
move of the 1st XV.1 2

3 4 5
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Rugby
U14A Rugby
As usual, the rugby season began during the second 
week in March and the 2010 trials were no different 
from any other year for many U14s who were playing 
rugby for the fi rst time in their lives. Once the trials 
were completed the teams were selected and the 
players started to prepare for their fi rst game of the 
season against KES. 

Although we lost our fi rst game against KES, I 
am convinced that with a little more time we could 
have turned the result around. The team had two 
good wins against Parktown and Zwartkops which 
boded well for the Parktown Rugby Festival.

Although the opposition was not always that 
strong, this U14 side was going to play some really 
good rugby during 2010. We played six games at the 
festival, won fi ve, lost one, scored 140 points and 
had only 5 points scored against us!! 

We started the second term with a loss by one point 
to Menlopark after struggling to get into the game. If 
the team had played one percent better there was no 
way Menlopark would have stood a chance against 
us!! Maritzburg College arrived the following week 
only to get back onto the buses after a storm had 
made the fi elds unplayable. The following week, we 
beat St Benedicts in a very lacklustre game which 
was hardly the preparation we needed prior to the 
Affi es clash. The morning of Affi es derby arrived 
and the boys were well prepared. The game was 
there for the taking, but with a last minute try, 
although disputed, Affi es ran out 27–17 winners. 
The boys played above themselves and with a bit 
more self–belief, they could win this game in the 
future. Although many of our regular players were 
ill, we faced Jeppe in our next match. Somehow the 
players managed to keep their composure in very 
trying circumstances. John Vorster was next and 
we won 15–0, although the team did not play to its 
true potential. With a good win over a very strong 
St Johns team, who had beaten us at the Parktown 
Festival, the boys were ready for KES.

The fi nal match of the second term was against 
KES and, with the team playing the best fi fteen 
minutes of the season, they had the game wrapped 
up by half-time. Although we let them score and 
nearly let the game slip, we won even though we 
did not play very well in the second half. 

The third term arrived as did Grey College for the 
fi rst game after a fi ve week break. The boys needed 
to raise the bar. During the fi rst half the team got 
stuck into Grey and I believe were unlucky not to 
score a try. In the last ten minutes Grey scored four 
tries as a result of some sloppy tackling and this 
wrapped up the game. I do not think the score is a 

true refl ection of the game. It is the fi rst time I have 
seen a Grey College pack of forwards stand back as 
they were dominated by the Boys High pack. 

During the next two weeks the team played good 
rugby to beat St Albans and St Stithians and in doing 
so scored over a hundred points in two games. It 
was a good way to fi nish the season. 

Although some of the results did not go our way, 
the boys were always at practice and never failed to 
keep me amused. 

There is no doubt in my mind that this team will 
be formidable in their later years at Boys High. There 
was not a forward pack in any of the opposition 
teams that we played who could get close to getting 
the better of us and, apart from the last ten minutes 
against Grey College, once the backline got their 
running lines and passing correct the team took on a 
different dimension. 

Player Profi les:
Sam Mitchell: Captain and 8th man
Sam always led from the front and wore his heart on 
his sleeve. He will develop into a great player and 
should play at the highest level if he can just pick 
up a bit more pace. His positional play was great 
and his ball carrying abilities were outstanding He 
always put his body on the line for the team and put 
in some huge “hits” on opposition players during 
many of our games. As a captain he must learn to 
be more vocal on the fi eld. He can look back on a 
successful season. 
Tristan Eve: Vice-Captain and scrumhalf
Tristan loved the contact aspect of rugby and was 
always willing to mix with the big boys and was never 
short of a few words. His defence was outstanding 
and once he learns to get the correct balance between 
breaking and passing he will develop into a top class 
scrumhalf. His kicking game improved as the season 
progressed and I look forward to his future rugby 
years at Boys High. 
Aiden Malan: Tight Head prop
Aiden had not played rugby before coming to Boys 
High but had the size to be a good forward. Once Mr 
Harvey had groomed him he made his appearance 
in the A team. He was a big, fast, strong, ball carrier 
and as Aiden learns the game he will develop into a 
fi ne player. His scrummaging improved with every 
game and once he masters this, the opposition had 
better watch out. 
Viaan Janse van Rensburg: Hooker
Viaan had always played fl ank, but as there were no 
hookers at the fi rst set of trials I asked him to try his 
hand at playing hooker. He agreed and got on with 
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the job. Once Viaan settles into the game and his 
throws improve he will bring another dimension to 
the team as he acts as a fourth loose forward. When 
on the run Viaan always got across the advantage 
line and he loved the physical challenge of our 
opposition. 
Jake Blew: Loose-head prop
Jake started off the season in the D trial team and 
made his way into the B team. He went with the 
team to the Parktown Festival where he grew in 
stature. As the season progressed he got into his role 
as loose head and also became an effective “stealer” 
and good ball carrier. Jake must remember he is a 
prop, not a fl yhalf. He was defi nitely one of the most 
improved players of the year and would not give an 
inch to any opposition player – “Rod – a chip off the 
old block”
Björn Fjastad: Lock
Björn is a big boy who is a hard working lock, and, 
once he starts to believe in himself, will be a great 
asset to any team. He must concentrate for longer 
periods as he tends to lose focus during games. He 
must realise that he can dominate other locks and 
with his handling skills should become a force to be 
reckoned with in the future. 
Gideon van der Berg: Lock
Gideon also started in the B team as 8th man, but was 
brought up into the A team prior to the Parktown 
Festival and never looked back. I know he was keen 
to play centre, but never got the chance. He was our 
main lineout source and was great in the loose. He 
also put in some telling tackles. He and Jake Blew 
were the most improved forward players of the year 
and I look forward to see him playing in the higher 
age groups. 
Mitchell Baumann: Flank
Mitchell was outstanding this year and week in and 
week out he produced great games. His fetching 
abilities and stealing around the rucks were vital 
in the team gaining turnovers. He was never short 
of a few words to the opposition players, but 
always played within the rules. He even managed 
a conversion during the game against St Albans and 
his hat-trick of tries against St Stithians was really 
special. I believe this boy can play at the highest 
level. 
Quentin Hlangwane: Flank
Quentin was our front-of-line-out star, and would 
often poach the opposition’s ball. His general play 
was good and he carried the ball well. He was a bit 
too eager to make the tackle and often went over 
the top of the opponent. He needs to concentrate for 
longer periods of time and in this way will rectify the 

problem. He, along with Sam and Mitchell, formed a 
formidable loose trio. 
Neil Landsberg: Flyhalf
Neil is a Form 2 boy who developed as the season 
wore on. He is a player with tremendous ability, 
but whose own confi dence was a stumbling block. 
During the fi rst couple of games he was very much 
just a link man, but as his confi dence grew, he became 
a solid player and started playing good rugby. He 
has the ability to see the gap and although not an 
out-and-out speedster, he still managed to get across 
the advantage line. Neil has superb hands and set 
the backline going at pace. He will need to work on 
his kicking game to become the complete package. 
Wayne Parker: Inside centre
Wayne only moved into the inside centre position 
after some of the other players picked up injuries. He 
has good feet, nice quick hands and pace to burn. He 
showed tremendous determination in his defence, 
but will have to make the “hit” more solidly before 
his game is complete. He was the only backline 
player who did not miss a game this season. He is a 
natural athlete and once he fi lls out he is going take 
some stopping. 
Johan van Rensburg: Outside centre
Johan is a player who has great potential, but needs 
to apply himself for longer periods during the game. 
He has a good eye for a gap, is very quick off the mark 
and his running angles are out of the top drawer. He 
must work on his one-on-one defence and watch his 
right to left passing. Once he has worked on these 
areas of his game he will be a great rugby player. 
The combination between Johan and Wayne could 
develop into something really special.
Rijn Hartman: Left wing
Rijn has huge potential, but must start to believe 
in himself. He is quick and with his long stride is 
diffi cult to bring down. His defence was good, but 
he would lose concentration for a few seconds and 
suddenly fi nd that his opposite number had got past 
him. He developed as the season progressed and I 
look forward to watching him in the higher age 
groups.
Dan Malengela: Right wing 
Dan is a big strong boy and it would often take more 
than one opponent to bring him down. His hands 
would often be his downfall and he will need to 
work on them in the higher age groups. The one area 
where he was never beaten was one-on-one tackling 
and no opponent ever got around him.
Josh Chesno: Fullback
Josh is a natural athlete and made the position his 
own. He was the team’s goal kicker, and with that 
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Rugby
he became the highest point scorer for the team. 
Although small in stature he never shied away from 
the physical contact part of the game. His speed off 
the mark often beat the opposition and he scored a 
number of tries with his sheer speed. The one area 
which Josh will have to work on is his passing, and 
once he gets this area sorted out he will become a 
fi rst class player.

Other players to have played in the A team during 
2010 were: Rossouw Basson (Flyhalf and Centre), 
Katleho Matlolane (Prop), CJ Van Der Merwe (Prop), 
Kyle Plage (wing /centre), Jeremie Luhandjula 
(Wing), Dan Tooley (Hooker), Kieren Gerling 
(Prop), Brendon Fekete (Centre/Wing), Jordan 
Williams (Fullback) and Allan Goldacre (Scrumhalf). 
Although these players were not regular A team 
players, without them the team would not have 
done as well as it did. I would like to thank them for 
their dedication and commitment during the season. 
If there are any other players who represented the 
team and whose names do not appear above, please 
accept my apologies as you all deserve credit. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
the parents for the support during the season, many 
of them travelling many kilometers to watch their 
sons play. I believe you can be proud of your sons. 
When the team lost there were only positives from 
you as parents and when we won you celebrated 
with us. A coach can ask for no more.

Every year I call upon some really experienced 
outside coaches to help the team improve and 
this year was no different. Rod Blew gave up his 
Wednesday afternoons to get the forwards in tune 
to scrumming. Our thanks go to him for his time and 
effort. I have no doubt that there was no U14 pack 
of forwards who could out-scrum us. All the credit 
goes to you!

Another thank you must go to Kleinjan Tromp, 
who took time off his business to work time with 
the forwards, developing their lineouts to a fi ne 
art. He also spent time checking my game plan and 
tweaking it here and there. Thank you for your 
knowledge and input which will be used for many 
years to come. 

I would like to thank Mr Dan Harvey for all the 
informal chats about team selection and his effort in 

coaching the B team. Our regular Blue Bulls coach 
Paul Anthony was always willing to lend a hand 
and my thanks go to him as well.

Finally, to my boys: I say this every year: 
there were some hard times but the good times 
far outweigh any of our bad times. You did 
everything as a team whether it was running 
shuttles or playing. The team spirit was the glue 
for the boys, whether it was Neil and Jake having 
a go at each other or Josh and Tristan or Viaan 
getting on Sam’s nerves, or Mitchell just being a 
pain, the boys would hardly miss a practice and 
that speaks volumes. Some of you received harsh 
words during practices or at matches, but you 
were always upbeat and never let any of that get 
to you. I believe that you can only get better but 
the determination must come from within. You 
must always be willing to learn and even though I 
have been coaching for over 16 years, I never stop 
learning from the coaches around me. Take pride 
in what you do whether it is on the sports fi eld, in 
the classroom or at home.

You have done the school proud and that is what 
makes me proud of you. Remember our motto: “Be 
graceful in defeat and humble in victory”. I will be 
watching your progress during the next few years. 

M Housdon 
Coach

Points for 
P 19 W 13
L 6 D 0
Points for: 438
Points against: 133
vs Kes L 19–27  vs Menlopark L 7–8
vs Parktown W 42–0 vs St Benedicts W 13–7
vs Zwartkops  W 38–0  vs Ahs L 17–27
vs Michaelhouse  W 7–0 vs Jeppe L 10–14
vs Uplands  W 42–0 vs John Vorster W 15–0
vs St Albans W 36–0 vs St Johns W 15–12
vs Parktown W 28–0 vs Kes W 12–5
vs St Davids W 30–0 vs Grey College L 3–28
vs St Johns L 0–5 vs St Albans W 62–0
vs St Stithians W 42–0
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U14B Rugby
Selecting and preparing an U14 team from so many 
boys is never an easy task and this year proved 
to be just as diffi cult. We went into our fi rst game 
against traditional rivals and although we were a 
little “under cooked”, the boys played with much 
passion and determination, ultimately losing 6–14 to 
a well-prepared KES team.

Our second week of practice went very well and 
with a few selection changes and the extra practice 
time, the boys developed enormously. We learned 
our new moves and there seemed to be a big 
improvement in the boys’ psyche. It was pleasing to 
see a more confi dent and better prepared team take 
to the fi eld against a diminutive Parktown side. We 
did our basics well, our scrummaging was good and 
the line-outs were excellent.

Generally, we looked a more settled side. We 
carried this positive approach to our next two 
games and we enjoyed a successful run of narrow 
wins against Zwartkops (20–12) and Hoerskool 
Menlopark (12–3).

It was pleasing to see how the boys improved from 
game to game. Their understanding of the pattern, 
the game itself and of one another grew, and this led 
to an increased self belief and the development of a 
formidable team.

One of the lowlights of the season was the game 
against John Vorster. It was a match in which we 
were making all the play and yet we could not 
penetrate the feisty John Vorster defence. Nothing 
worked, our moves were thwarted and we seemed 
to be rattled which resulted in us losing patience 
and confi dence. Even though we lost this match 
7–17, the boys learnt a lot from the rush defence of a 
hyped John Vorster side.

Probably the lowest point of the season was the 
match against Jeppe. It was an unpleasant match 
which was riddled with foul play and several off the 
ball incidents. It certainly tested the boys’ character. 
The boys must be commended on their ability to 
remain focused, not to be intimidated or to retaliate 
and to persevere no matter what the circumstances – 
several life lessons were learnt in this game.

Playing Grey and Affi es can be both exciting and 
intimidating. Although we understand that these are 
both formidable teams, it must be remembered that 
respect is earned and not just given. Unfortunately, 
the intimidation factor meant that not all the boys 

brought their A-game to the fi eld and the results 
refl ected this. Having said this, it must be added 
that in neither game did the boys ever give up. In the 
39th minute of the match against Grey, the score line 
was 0–49 down. The boys were able to score from a 
defensive penalty on our own 5 metre line. The fi nal 
score was 7–47: an indication of the never-say-die 
attitude of the team.

The boys fi nished the season off well with a narrow 
victory against St Albans and a convincing win over 
St Stithians. It was particularly pleasing watching 
the culmination of the season in the game against 
St Stithians where they showed their confi dence, 
their game pattern and their passion. The pleasure 
of seeing it all come together was most satisfying.

I would like to congratulate the team on a good 
and, more importantly, an enjoyable season. It was 
great to be a part of an enthusiastic and passionate 
group of young boys. Special thanks must go to 
Taylor Peters who assisted in the coaching of the 
team and to Jordan Joubert who captained the team 
so maturely.

Dan Harvey
Coach

Results
KES  Lost 6–14
Zwartkops  Won 20–12
Parktown  Won 31–10
Menlopark  Won 12–3
Highlands North Won 50–7
Affies  Lost 0–33
Jeppe  Won 14–7
John Vorster  Lost 7–17
St Johns  Won 59–0
KES  Lost 0–19
Grey  Lost 7–47
St Albans  Won 14–10
St Stithians  Won 41–7

Played:  13
Won:   8
Lost:   5
Points for:  261
Points against: 176
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Rugby
U14C Rugby
“Once in a lifetime – 2010”, that is the way we 
viewed the year ahead. Since the end of 2009 we all 
knew that 2010 would be different. My fi rst words to 
the players were, “We need to leave a legacy”.

One tends to think that boys who have never 
played rugby before will not be able to do anything 
that the coach tells them to do. Well, Boys High 
boys are different and they prove one wrong all the 
time! I knew that with the boys who had a football 
background I would have skilful players to work 
with. The boys quickly understood the laws of the 
game and understood my way of coaching.

We had our highlights against John Vorster, Grey 
College and St Stithians during the season. The game 
against John Vorster was by far the unluckiest game 
I have witnessed. We were behind in the latter part 
of the game and fought back like only Boys High 
boys can. We lead 19–17 with two minutes to play. 
We kept the ball till time was up and kicked it into 
touch. The referee awarded the line out, played an 
extra fi ve minutes of game time and awarded the 
home team a penalty in front of the posts. We lost 
19–20. The boys defended like Trojans against Grey 
College and were trailing 0–17 at half-time. The 
forwards won each scrum and the backs ran the 
ball when they had the opportunity. When the fi nal 
whistle went, Grey had won by 31–0. The team took 
great heart out of the match and, to be fair, they all 
had a great game.

In the game against Saints, the boys left a legacy 
in the way they played the game. I would like to call 
this style of play the Boys High Barbarian’s way of 
putting points on the scoreboard. The boys showed 
the skills that senior coaches would love to use in 
the future.

I am confi dent that you will see most of this U14C 
team playing for the Candies in 2014. It was an 
enormous privilege and honour to coach this team 
in 2010. 

Keep leaving a legacy as you proceed through the 
ranks at Boys High. You made Boys High proud and 
that is a legacy in itself 109 years on .. Boys High 
forever!

Derik Botha
Coach

U14D Rugby
Firstly, I would like to thank all the parents for their 
support. The boys really appreciated it. Secondly, 
my thanks go to team for all the hard work they put 
in during the season.

It was a tough season as only a few boys had 
played rugby prior to attending high school. In total 
we played twelve games, winning fi ve, drawing one 
and losing six. The season began with a physical 
encounter against KES which we narrowly lost by 
two points. When it came to the return fi xture, the 
boys had a score to settle and we did just that, winning 
8–3. The boys played with tremendous heart and 
our defence won us the game. The best game of the 
season was against the Sutherland U14A team and 
even though we were 0–17 down at half-time, the 
boys showed great heart to come back, losing 15–17. 
It was a very narrow and disappointing loss. We lost 
our fi rst encounter against Affi es by 5–38 and were 
lucky enough to face them a second time. We were 
3–0 up for the entire game and somehow managed 
to give away a penalty in the dying moments which 
resulted in a 3–3 draw.

As the year progressed the boys became good 
friends and it showed on the fi eld during the second 
half of the season when they played brilliant rugby. I 
wish them all the very best for the future and hope to 
see some of them playing for the Candies one day.

Ethan Gouws
Coach

1.  Michael Kurz (U16A) gets his line going with the Affi es players 
waiting to defend.

2. Rossouw de Waal kicks for poles.1

2
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Coach: Mr C. Smit

After a rather shaky start to the season, losing to 
KES 0-13, the boys set their minds to it and got back 
on track. The return of the Bush School guys and 
the assistance of our specialist coach, Mr van Wyk, 
strengthened both the U15 A and B teams, which 
made for a few convincing wins in the weeks that 
followed. The team gained great confi dence after 
teaching Highlands North ‘A’ team a rugby lesson, 

but then the real test began…
The boys went into the Affi es game on a real high, 

we all thought this was our year. After some rock 
solid defence for an extended period of time, Affi es 
fi nally broke through for their fi rst try. With the half-
time score at 14–3 we honestly thought we were still 
in with a shout. We fought till the fi nal whistle but 
couldn’t overcome the onslaught, losing 32–3.

After a few more games we fi nally got the chance 
to reverse our score in the grudge match against KES, 
this time on home turf. We dominated the fi rst half 
leading 7–0, and sustained this pressure throughout 
the second half. KES scored a last minute try but this 
was too late as we won the game 14–7.

The 2010 rugby season started upside down for the 
under 15A group. With more than fi fteen players at 
the Bush School who were only due to return to PBHS 
the Monday after the opening game, preparation for 
the fi rst few fi xtures was very diffi cult.

This disruptive start prevented the team from 
building the momentum necessary for the François 
Swart Rugby Festival held at Affi es. We were 
scheduled to play three top rugby -playing schools; 
Hoërskool Monument, Hoërskool Nelspruit and 
Hoërskool Kempton Park. Things weren’t looking 
good for this talented group of boys.

Losing three of our fi rst fi ve games didn’t help 
us to fi nd the form we so desperately needed. A 
few inspirational words from the captain, Nathan 
Smith, saw the boys training and playing with new 
devotion and a more positive attitude through the 
middle part of the sixteen game season. Glimpses 
of the team’s ability came in the fi rst half against 
Hoërskool John Vorster when the boys ran in fi ve 
unanswered tries and had the spectators on their 
feet on several occasions.

Even though the statistics say that the U15A rugby 
team won only 50% of their games, it can still be viewed 
as a successful year for the following reasons:

Squad system: Training as a squad made it possible 
for reserves to step into a position knowing exactly 
what the calls were and what was expected of them, 
without jeopardising the quality of play.

Value of continuity: A lot of experimenting took 
place during the fi rst part of the season before a 
settled team was selected week in and week out. 
Combinations were important and we learned that 
the earlier this is sorted out, the better.

Trusting the game plan: As a team we realised that 
it is vital for every individual to buy into the game 
plan for it to be successful. Once that happened the 
true quality of the players came to the fore.

Respect for the opposition: We also learned that one 
must approach every game with the right mentality. 
Whether one plays KES, Jeppe or St Albans, as an 

individual one must make sure that one is prepared 
to the best of one’s ability. The pure class of the Grey 
College players left the side in awe. Even though we 
lost heavily to the boys from Bloem., we took many 
positives out of that game.

Relationships: New friends were made at U15 level 
both from Boys High and other schools. During 
Thursday Captain’s practices the boys were given the 
opportunity to run the practice sessions and although 
there were differences of opinion, it gave the boys 
the opportunity to think about the game and make 
independent decisions which are vital components.

Ray Mordt: Unfortunately it was too late in the 
season when Ray Mordt, the legendary Springbok 
player, came to chat to the boys. The physical 
appearance and enthusiasm of this 54-year old man 
impressed the players and coaches alike. His tips on 
hard work other than during training sessions, respect 
for opponents, positive thinking and knowledge 
of the game will be life-changing for those who are 
aware enough to implement these valuable lessons.

The bigger picture: As coaches we realise that the 
most important thing about each age group is to 
prepare well-rounded, knowledgeable players for 
the future in order to keep Boys High competitive in 
a proud, rugby playing nation.

In conclusion, a word of appreciation to every 
player who represented the U15A team this year. It is 
very satisfying to work with a decent group of young 
men and their passion and character made us, as 
coaches, very proud. There are some seriously talented 
individuals in this side, who, with the necessary 
dedication, can go far in rugby and I look forward 
to watching their progress. A special word of thanks 
goes to Nathan Smith who proved to be a committed 
and well respected captain. My thanks also go to Mr 
Andries van Wyk, Mr Cornelius Smit and the parents 
for their support throughout the season.

Mouton Badenhorst
Coach

RUGBY U15A

Rugby U15B 

T
we 
solid
fi na
time

Played: 13   Lost: 3   Won: 10
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This was our second year of coaching and we had 
learnt from previous experience what to expect. The 
2010 rugby season got off to a disappointing start 
when we narrowly lost our fi rst match, despite the 
normal spirited performance expected from a Boys 
High side. From then on the team grew in confi dence 
and they were nominated as Team of the Week after a 
45-0 victory over a St Albans C team. The following 
week we thrashed a St Stithians D team 82-0!

The team was well led by captain London Venter and 
his vice captains, Courtenay Bolton and Lumardt Senekal. 
London always led from the front and was unwavering 
in his never-say-die attitude. He never missed a practice.

Our thanks go to all the boys for an awesome season. 
Remember to keep the Boys High colours fl ying high.

Oageng Mpipi and Gomolemo Segabutle
Coaches

Rugby

RUGBY U15D

RUGBY U15E/F

The U15D rugby team can only be described as a 
team full of character, enthusiasm and humour. The 
boys who represented this team seemed to enjoy 
the game of rugby to the utmost and this enjoyment 
shone through in what can be seen as a very good 
set of results and a truly successful season.

The team lost only two matches during the entire 
season against, arguably, the two top rugby schools in 
the country, namely Affi es and Grey College. Apart 
from these two losses the team comprehensively 
beat every other side they came up against and drew 
15–15 with the Menlopark U15C team. This is surely 
one of the best sets of results in the entire school this 
year and the boys must be congratulated for this.

The guts and determination of every single boy 
in the team was great to see and there is no doubt 

that many of these boys have the talent and drive 
to represent the Candies in years to come. Brandon 
Geldenhuys did a commendable job as the captain. 

A word of thanks must go to Mr Lionel Randall 
for the incredible work he did over a few weeks with 
the forward pack. Thanks also go to all the parents 
who showed tremendous support for their sons and 
the team during the season.

Finally, to all the boys who played in the U15D team 
this year, continue to enjoy this great game and if this 
season is anything to go by, I have no doubt that Boys 
High rugby has plenty to look forward to in the future.

Stephen van Niekerk
Coach

RUGBY U15C
The U15C rugby team had an exciting and positive 
season. There were times when they produced 
outstanding running rugby and showed a lot of 
courage on the defence, never giving up. Of the 
eleven games played we ended up with four losses, 
these being the initial encounter against KES, 
Parktown, Grey College and Affi es and seven wins 
against Willowridge, St Benedicts, St Stithians, 
KES (second match), St Johns, Jeppe and John 
Vorster. The team played with dedication, heart 
and passion throughout the season, even though it 
was consistently changing due to injury and illness 
within the team as well as in the A and B sides. This 
resulted in players moving up from the lower teams, 

leaving us with only one practice before the match. It 
would be diffi cult to single out any specifi c player as 
everyone gave of his best, both on and off the fi eld.

My thanks go to Mr Randall, who is an extremely 
dedicated and professional coach with a tremendous 
passion for the school, for the time and effort he put 
into his coaching. His input was invaluable.

My thanks go to all the boys for their hard work 
and enthusiasm throughout the season and I wish 
them the best of luck for the rest of the year. May 
2011 be a great rugby year for all.

Henk Dorlas
Coach

After the holiday we were faced with our fi rst Grey 
College encounter! We didn’t know what to expect, 
but we were ‘pumped’ for the occasion. After they 
scored two quick tries we knew they meant business. 
We fought back valiantly and managed to keep the 
score down to 19–0 in their favour. After half time 
we put in our best performance of the season, we 
didn’t allow them any ball and launched attack after 
attack. We fi nally broke through in the last minute 

to make the fi nal score 19–5. I have never been so 
proud to play in a Boys High jersey. 

We ended off our season by beating St Albans and 
then annihilating St Stithians in a rather dirty game 
of rugby, 68–0. A truly great season all round. Well 
done to the boys for all the passion they showed.

Vaughn Scheepers
Captain
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1.  Neill Barnardt carries the ball aggressively against 
KES.

2.  Schalk de Waal and Simon Kerrod on the drive against 
Grey College.

3. Richmond Collins smothers a KES player on attack.
4. Rossouw de Waal scores against Parktown.
5.  Brentan Gouws (U16B) gives the St Johns player the 

Maori sidestep.
6.  Katlego Maake carries the ball against Solomon House 

in the Inter-House rugby competition.

1 2

3 4

5

6
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Squash Report

Squash

1st Squash Team

Front Row L–R: A Page, Mr M Southwood (Coach), C Stephens.
Second Row L–R: C Fourie, F Prelorenzo, M Coetzee, D Swanepoel.

Back Row L–R: Mr J Cook (Master-in-Charge).

Overall, the squash season for 2010 has been very 
successful. As the new Master-in-charge, I had big 
shoes to fi ll. I hadn’t before been involved in the 
organisation of squash and found this year to be a 
good learning experience. Fortunately, the previous 
MIC, Mr. Southwood, has shown me the ropes 
and next year will be a lot easier to administrate. 
Having fi ve teams in each age group made for a 
very busy Pretoria league season where all games 
were squashed (excuse the pun) into ten weeks. 
Transport to and from the different venues (Wierda 
Park, Menlopark and St Albans) made the league 
fi xtures a challenge. We had 15 teams entered, with 
a giant social pool of players too. I must give thanks 
to three people who are the backbone of the squash 
fraternity. Ms Heuer (juniors), Mr Smith (seniors) and 
1st and 2nd team coach, Mr Southwood. Many hours 
in the afternoons were given and my sincere thanks 
to them for their involvement and commitment.

This year had very high goals set as we were 
hoping to win Top Schools. We came third which 

most schools would take any day, but that was a 
disappointment for the boys.

Our fi rst, second, and third teams took the top 
three positions in the U19 League and the other age 
groups represented the school well in the league.

A fi rst this year for Boys High was that we were 
able to go on three tours: the St. Andrews squash 
festival, Top Schools tournament in Pietermaritzburg 
and the Stayers tournament at Wynburg.

Congratulations to Athan Page and Craig 
Stevens for representing South Africa at the world 
championship in Colombia, South America. In 
recognition of their achievements they were 
awarded Honours, the highest accolade bestowed 
by the school.

Next year will be a big year for Boys High squash. 
Structures have been put into place to ensure that 
we stay one up on the top schools in the country.

Justin Cook
MIC
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Squash Report
2010 has been one of the more successful years in the 
history of squash at the school. It was sadly marred 
by the team narrowly losing in the semi-fi nals of the 
Top Schools tournament at the end of the season, 
but I believe that when the boys look back over what 
they have achieved this year, they will be rightly 
proud of their results. 

The year started with the Senior School 
Championships and we welcomed a new player 
to the school, Ethan Malan. As always, the depth 
of talent on show at the school was tremendous 
but the fi nal was contested for the third year in a 
row by Athan Page and Craig Stephens, a quite 
unique achievement. Athan won for the third time 
and Craig, I suppose, had the never to be repeated 
distinction of being the runner-up for the third year 
in succession. 

The annual trip to the St Andrews festival 
produced an unbeaten team with Athan, Craig and 
Ethan all returning victorious and this set the tone 
for the remainder of the year. Mr Cook and I decided 
that we would enter three equal strength sides in the 
Pretoria Schools league. The depth of talent at the 
school was shown by the fact that the sides fi nished 
1st, 2nd and 3rd in the league. Congratulations go to 
the team of Craig Stephens, Ethan Malan, Dylan 
Pullock and Justin Uken who ultimately won 
the league. The annual play-offs to represent the 
province at the Top Schools tournament went off 
without any hitches and we easily dispatched all the 
other schools involved.

The highlight of the year is always the National 
Top Schools tournament where the Top School 
from each province participates. Realising that the 
tournament would be played immediately after 
the long mid-year holiday the boys all agreed to 
attend training sessions during the holiday. It 
was thus a very motivated and excited team that 
arrived in Pietermaritzburg at the end of July. We 
immediately suffered our fi rst defeat of the year 
against Rondebosch and this was quite defl ating for 
the boys. However, their true fi ghting spirit shone 
out at this point. They rallied to win their remaining 
pool games and this got them into a semifi nal 
against the defending champions, Selborne College. 
This proved to be an even more dramatic encounter 
than our match against them at the same stage 
in the previous year. Our no.1 and 2 both won 
convincingly 3 – 0, and we then watched as no’s 3,4 
and 5 all led by 2 games to 1, to ultimately all lose 
nailbiting and very keenly contested matches, 3 – 
2. Although we had outscored Selborne 12 games 
to 9 we had lost by 3 matches to 2. While the boys 

showed admirable spirit the next morning to clinch 
3rd place after a win against Paarl Boys High, they 
were very disappointed. Special mention must be 
made of Athan Page and Craig Stephens who were 
unbeaten at no.1 and 2 and always gave their best to 
ensure the team would win. 

A development side attended the Wynberg festival 
in Cape Town in October and Marc Schickerling, 
Dylan Pullock, Michael Frayne, Evan Havenga and 
Alex Higgins all got a taste of 1st team squash which, I 
am sure, will stand them in good stead for next year. 
While their results were not that good, the exposure 
they received was invaluable to their development. 
The outstanding player on the tour was Charl Fourie 
who lost only one match playing at no.1 and this 
bodes well for his next two years at the school. 

2010 has been a magical year in South Africa 
and for my dealings with the boys. One cannot 
be disappointed with a side that wins 18 out of 20 
matches and beats every other major school in the 
country at least once. I must also reiterate how 
wonderful it is working with such a fun loving but 
dedicated bunch of boys. The matric boys have been 
an inspiration and an example. Athan Page ranks 
amongst the most talented players to have passed 
through the school and is one of only two boys in 
the history of the school to have represented the 1st 
team from the beginning of Form I. He has achieved 
much in his career so far and was justly rewarded 
with Junior National colours, as he represented the 
National side at the Junior World Championships. 
He is a special young man with a great future in the 
game. 

Craig Stephens is one of the hardest working 
players I have ever come across and his dedication 
is a fi ne example to the other players. After suffering 
at the hands of Athan for a number of years he 
briefl y held the school no.1 ranking after beating 
Athan in the Northern’s Closed championship. He 
became only the third Boys High boy ever to receive 
National Junior colours when he was also selected 
for the side to represent South Africa at the Junior 
World Championships. A rare distinction for the 
school in that the four man National Junior side had 
two of our boys in it. Both Athan and Craig were 
unbeaten for the school this year. 

Francesco Prelorenzo is a hard working and 
dedicated young man who gives his all for squash at 
the school. He has been justly rewarded for his effort 
and dedication by representing the 1st side throughout 
the year. Ethan Malan was a most welcome addition 
to the squash at Boys High and added greatly to 
the depth in the school. Unfortunately his hockey 
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Squash
commitments pulled him away from the courts too 
often in the winter months. These boys have had a 
tremendous impact on squash at Boys High and we 
are grateful for the contributions they have made in 
their time at the school.

Of the boys remaining we anticipate many good 
things. Murray Coetzee has proved what a talented 
young man he is and if he can fi t some squash in 
between his cricket commitments we are sure he 
can achieve great things next year. Charl Fourie has 
shown a dramatic improvement this year and his 
results from the Wynberg festival show that he is 
ready to make the jump needed to play no.1 for the 
school. Daniel Swanepoel has taken a long time to 

get over his broken leg but we hope that, as one of 
the matrics in the team, he will be able to help lead 
the team to another successful year in 2011. 

I would like to thank the teachers who assisted in 
all the coaching and especially in the internal dealings 
with the boys as I am no longer on the teaching staff. 
A big thank you to Mr Cook for all his hard work 
and dedication which I am sure will lead squash at 
Boys High to greater heights. Also a great thank you 
to Mr Smith for his hard work and dedication and to 
Miss Heuer for her input this year.

Mark Southwood
Coach

U16 Squash
Captain: Mark Schickerling.
This year we entered four teams in the local league 
which only involves Pretoria schools. The talent at 
this level is exciting to see. With the league being 
better organized and more matches being played this 
year, the boys have improved their skills on the court. 
A number of the boys will move up to the U19 age 
group next year and will mount serious challenges 
for some of the top spots. Mark Schickerling is a 
strong player who is diffi cult to beat when he is 
on form. The rest of the U16A team who contested 
the league consisted of Ryan Todd, Evan Havenga, 
Bogosi Moloisane and Fabio Dearling, who spent 
most of the second term at Bush School.

Notable wins for the U16A side were those over 
St Albans A and Crawford College. The U16B side 
played in the same league and unfortunately did not 
manage to win any matches as they were up against 
the local A teams. Despite the lack of a win, the team 
consisting of Leigh Van Biljon, Andrew Viljoen, 

Tyler Hoffman and Charl Reyneke all played well. 
Playing against Grey College was a tough outing, 

and despite going down as a team, the boys acquitted 
themselves well. The results for the U16C and D 
teams are a mixed bag. A notable win, though, was 
the 6–0 victory of the U16C side over St Albans B 
side. The overriding lesson from the matches this 
season is that practice on the court has to be done at 
match intensity, so that shots can become instinctive 
and match winners more often. 

The strong support from all the players at practice 
is much appreciated. At the beginning of the year 
when the school championships occur, a number of 
boys enter and do well, never to return to play in the 
league teams. It is possible to play squash alongside a 
team winter sport, and we would encourage all those 
boys who can play squash to return to the courts. 

Mark Smith
Coach

U14 Squash
The U14 squash boys improved in leaps and bounds 
throughout the season. Coaching this group of 
enthusiastic sportsmen has been a pleasure. At all 
times they have showed a positive attitude and 
excellent sportsmanship. 

The team brought home some sterling results, 
notably against St Albans. The second team also 
demonstrated their abilities against this school, 
amongst others.

The under 14s are always keen to progress, 

and practice sessions invariably included several 
challenges from the lower ranking boys. Although 
the fi tness sessions were never very popular, the 
boys ran their ‘suicides’ with smiles. Even cross-
court sprints could not break the spirit of this group 
of young men. We hope to see great things from 
them in future years.

Sarah Heuer
Coach
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Swimming

1.  AHS Invitational Gala: The start of the race …
2.  Acting headmaster John Illsley presents the captain of the Armstrong House team (and school swimming captain) Sean Tucker with the trophy 

for the winning house at the Inter-House gala.
3. AHS Invitational Gala: Philip Roux fi nishing the race.
4. Inter-House Gala 2010: Celebrating victory in a relay race.

1 2

3 4

Mamelodi Quarries (Pty) Ltd.
P O Box 3277, Montana Park, 0159

Tel: 012 8400003
Fax: 0866 841 336

Email: sylvia@mq.co.za

SUPPLIERS OF STONE & SAND

products

26mm stone
19mm stone
9mm stone

Crusher sand
Builders mix

DUMP ROCK
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Swimming
On Friday, 7 August 2009 tragedy struck the Boys 
High community. George Beeno Kurz, the swimming 
captain of 2009, was killed in a car accident. George 
had been an inspirational and charismatic swimming 
captain. He had served his school well in this regard. 
So why am I talking about events of 2009 when we are 
here to celebrate those of 2010? Quite simply: I think 
that George set a trend of positivism and confi dence 
for the future. His 'never-say-die’ attitude inspired 
confi dence and hope for this season. And it showed! 
I like to think that George was looking down from 
heaven and sprinkling a little magic dust upon us 
for good luck! There is however, another reason 
for me talking about George and this will become 
apparent shortly.

In the words of Mr Illsley during the colours 
meeting, “Well, they did have a very good season”. A 
good season indeed. As usual, we had a very intense 
programme of galas and events. There were several 
highlights, including, inter-alia, the 10 Schools Gala, 
which we were privileged enough to host this year. 
Not only did we host this event, but we achieved 
our best-ever result, a second place, which in my 
opinion is almost as good as a win, because we all 
know that it would be virtually impossible to beat 
Durban Westville at this stage. Following on from 
that we had our successes at both the Pretoria Inter-
High, albeit not without a fair amount of drama, and 
a narrow, but decisive victory at the Johannesburg 
Inter-High, a title we have not won since 2007. The 
only title that we failed to retain this year was the 
Johannesburg Relay Inter-High, which St David’s 
won!

I want to take this time and opportunity to thank 
and congratulate all the boys who swam so happily 
and willingly for PBHS this year. Your efforts, in 
most cases, have been commendable, spirited and 
dedicated. I am grateful and charmed to be working 
with you as Master-in-charge of Swimming. Your 
enthusiasm and reliability make working with 
you a pleasure and make the lives of all the staff 
involved with swimming a pleasure. The Matrics 
of 2010 have once again led from the front in their 
exemplary attitude to swimming and winning. The 
Matrics this year were instrumental in heeding the 
call that I made at the end of last year’s season – that 
the swimming team act more as a cohesive unit, 
a team, and that each individual plays his part in 
contributing to the team.

I also experienced this year, once again, that a Boys 
High boy likes nothing more than a challenge. This 
became evident after the Johannesburg Inter-High 
Relay Gala which we lost narrowly to St David’s. 

1.  Alan Burt Ten Schools’ Gala: And off they go …
2.  Alan Burt Ten School’s Gala: Boys High boy at the change-over of 

a relay race.
3.  Alan Burt Ten Schools’ Gala: Tristan McDonald swimming the 

backstroke leg of a relay.
4.  Alan Burt Ten Schools’ Gala: Mrs Gioia and Mrs Roode discussing 

team tactics.

1

2

3

4
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Their Matrics were rather vocal in their dismissal 
of Boys High, hailing the “new” era of St David’s 
as the top swimming school in Gauteng. Of course 
our boys, the senior swimmers especially, took a 
deep exception to this statement. And to be honest, 
I was really rather dubious as to whether we would 
succeed in beating St David’s the following week at 
the Johannesburg Inter-High, but guess what? We 
did beat them! I would like to think that this is when 
we came together as a team and showed our true 
colours as Boys High boys!

There are, as ever, several of my colleagues, that 
I must express my sincere gratitude to: Mrs Naude, 
Mr Fowler, Mr Ewart-Phipps, and Mr Dorlas, for all 
their help. Mr Pieter de Wet, thank you for your time 
spent in Johannesburg with us, and as the “newbie” 
to swimming, welcome! Also congratulations on the 
birth of your daughter. A big debt of gratitude must 
also go to Emile de Bruyn, our swimming coach, who 
is such a stable and dependable infl uence within 
our aquatic fraternity. To Mr Randall, too, for his 
enthusiastic co-operation in all our events. To Mrs 
Heather Gioia, our “swim-team mommy”, and my 
able assistant in team selections and administration, 
thank you deeply, it really is such a wonderful 
pleasure to work with you. Also a huge thank you 

to Mrs Cathy Louw, for always being so on the 
game with snacks and drinks for all our galas, and 
for so willingly and generously giving of her time 
to aquatics at Boys High. Lastly, to all the staff and 
parents that I have neglected to mention here, for 
giving of your time, especially at this year’s Inter-
House Gala and the 10 Schools Gala, I am deeply 
appreciative of your time and efforts.

We have created one new award. In previous years 
we have taken it upon ourselves as swimming staff to 
make several small awards for individual swimmers 
who have given of their absolute best in one or 
several of their races, be they individual swims or as 
part of a relay team. This year I make mention of a 
few individuals, but there will now be one fl oating 
trophy, to recognise an outstanding individual 
within the team. This trophy has kindly been donated 
by the Kurz family, in honour of George, and will 
be known as the George Kurz Memorial Cup. The 
criteria being that it is awarded to an individual who 
has delivered several individual swims above and 
beyond the expectations of his capabilities. So this is 
why I mentioned George earlier. 

So who were the remarkable individuals this 
year? Well, there are several. Firstly, we would like 
to congratulate Brendon Fekete, who has on several 

Alan Burt Ten Schools’ Gala: Watching the change-over.
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Swimming
occasions broken school and inter-house records 
in his backstroke, and swum several personal best 
times. Philip Roux, dependable and hard-working 
as ever, has swum fantastically in both his individual 
races and in relay events. Calvin Howard has been 
exceptional in his breaststroke and freestyle events, 
setting several personal bests along the way too. 
Robert Harrington-Johnson has been dedicated and 
unwavering in his expectations from himself, with 
several commendable performances. Dylan Dawson, 
too, has been a stalwart, working ever harder and 
harder, with many command performances that 
were quite beyond expectation, but were always 
happily and enthusiastically delivered. Adam Small 
has come up the ranks of the swimming team and 
must be commended for his vast improvements, 
especially for his breaststroke. Theo Lombard 
has worked very hard to improve his times and 
consistency, and in my opinion, is the most improved 
swimmer of the season. Ferdi Louw has once again 
been dependable and a machine made for water! 
He has had several good swims in both freestyle 
and butterfl y. Sven Appelgryn has set remarkable 

times for his freestyle events, and was a joy to work 
with. Tristan McDonald has been ever stable and 
dependable, reliable and a worthy vice-captain. 
And Sean Tucker was an honest, dedicated, and 
sometimes unfortunate captain. However, this did 
not ever stop him from giving of his absolute best, 
especially in the freestyle and breaststroke events. 
Thank you Sean and Tristan for your leadership and 
enthusiasm this year in your roles as captain and 
vice-captain, respectively.

However, the George Kurz Memorial Cup for 2010, 
in its inaugural year, goes to a swimmer who has not 
only surprised, but literally blown his competition 
right out of the water! This is a boy who has clearly 
worked extensively on his swimming in the off 
season and has come out as someone transformed. 
His butterfl y and backstroke are his strongpoints, as 
are his enthusiasm, and his passion, to swim for Boys 
High. Well done Wesley de Jager, the fi rst recipient 
of the George Kurz Memorial Cup.

Kai McEvoy
Master-in-Charge

Half Colours
New awards  Re-awards
Marc Greyling Robert Harrington-Johnson
Matthius Niebuhr Wayne Eve
Darren Moult Dylan Dawson
Phillip Roux Divan Jooste
Travis Mitchell Dylan Hayes
Calvin Howard Theo Lombard
 Michael Collier
Full Colours
New awards Re-awards
Wesley de Jager Sean Tucker
Ferdi Louw Tristan McDonald
Adam Small Sven Appelgryn
Marno Zietsman 

Victor Ludorum
U14 Brendon Fekete
U15 Phillip Roux
U16 Dylan Dawson
U17  Wesley de Jager
Open Sean Tucker

Additional Awards
The George Kurz Memorial for the best swimmer of 2010: 
Wesley de Jager
Oostewald van Niekerk won the 1500m Freestyle event at 
the recent National Level 3 Swimming Championships held 
in East London.
Robert Harrington-Johnson has qualified for the National 
Swimming Championships and the Youth Olympic 
Swimming Trials to be held in the third week of April. 1.  Inter-House Gala 2010: Candle race – pass on the candle.

2.  Inter-House Gala 2010: U16 Backstroke on the mark.

1

2
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Swimming Report
It is indeed a privilege as your 2010 swimming 
captain to be able to refl ect on the 2010 season as 
well as on the last fi ve years as a swimming team 
member. Pretoria Boys High School is a special 
place to be – I cannot recall one previous swimming 
captain during the last fi ve years not saying that. We 
have had incredible highs and lows during the past 
fi ve years, but if I had the chance I would love to do 
it all over again. Life for us all, however, must move 
on. We have often heard swimming captains stand 
up here and talk about the amazing camaraderie, the 
fact that the team is made up of boys who want and 
love to swim for the school, no bought superstars 
and a passionate team of teachers and coaches who 
strive to get the best out of us all: this is indeed still 
the case even in 2010.

The 2010 swimming season has been an awesome 
one for Pretoria Boys High School. Out of ten galas 
we have swum, we have won seven of them – a 
win percentage of 70%. We came second only three 
times in the season. Of these, we were well beaten by 
Westville High in the Ten School’s gala held recently 
at LC de Villiers and by Grey College in an invitational 
gala held at Affi es. We once again came out tops in 
the Pretoria Schools’ gala. Controversially, we were 
placed second but once all scores were correctly 

tallied we convincingly beat Affi es into second place 
by approximately thirty points. A huge high for us 
was winning the Johannesburg Schools’ gala for 
the fi rst time in fi ve years at St Stithians. Many of 
our swimmers have recorded individual milestones 
during the season, congratulations to you all. With 
the strength of depth the swimming team has at the 
moment I foresee many years of success ahead. To 
the encumbent swimming captain in 2011, I wish you 
all the success, may you and your team continue to 
uphold the name of Pretoria Boys High School.

The following Form Vs received awards of 
appreciation for their contribution to swimming:

Michael Collier, Sven Appelgryn, Richard-John 
Haagner, Wayne Eve, Tristan McDonald, Divan 
Jooste, Travis Mitchell, Marco Ferreira, Roelof van 
Tonder and Matthias Niebuhr.

We could not have had the awesome season we 
have had without the tireless and dedicated efforts 
of the following staff members: our coach, Mr Emile 
de Bruin, and Mr McEvoy. Thank you so much and 
we trust you continue to enjoy your involvement 
with swimming.

Sean Tucker
Captain

Front Row L–R: W Eve, M Collier, M Niebuhr, S Appelgryn, Mrs H Gioia (Coach), Mr K McEvoy (Master-in-charge), S Tucker (Captain, 
T McDonald (Vice-captain), T Mitchell, R van Tonder.

 Second Row L–R: Mr E de Bruyn (Coach), N Revolta, A Robberts, T Lombard, D Hayes, F Louw, M Zietsman, W de Jager, M Greyling, 
A Small, K Stratford, D Stocks.

Back Row L–R: O van Niekerk, D Korb, M Maepa, D Dawson, R Harrington-Johnson, D Schoeman, B Fekete, N McNerney, L Fischer, D Moult.

Swimming
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2010 was an outstanding year for Boys High tennis. 
The year started early with our annual confrontation 
against the Old Boys being played on the fi rst 
Saturday of the new term. It is with sadness that we 
must admit that they outplayed us. Very early in the 
term we played the school championships and the 
Lock brothers, Benji and Courtney, were crowned 
the senior and junior champions respectively.

In February we travelled to the Paul Roos Festival 
which is regarded as the toughest tournament in 
South Africa. Under very trying weather conditions, 
we performed with guts and determination to make 
the fi nal. The team also swept all before it in the 
Johannesburg Premier League.

During the second term we competed in the 
Wayne Ferreira Tournament and, with some key 
members of our team not available, we still fi nished 
third. 

During the Menlopark Festival in the third term, 
the 1st Team was untouchable, winning the event. The 
victories over our old foes, Affi es and Waterkloof, 
were especially satisfying.

The juniors (U15) also competed in the national 
junior tournament and ended in a credible fi fth 
position. 

At Grey College during the fourth term we 
participated with a very young team that will 
probably represent Boys High for the next couple 
of years. Although it was a diffi cult tournament for 
us, the boys played with great spirit and expectation 
which bodes well for the years to come. During the 
local Gauteng North League in Pretoria we entered 
ten teams which competed admirably and in typical 
Boys High spirit.

We have no “season” and about eighty children 
play on a weekly basis throughout the year. We 
also have a social club that caters for beginners and 
players that just want to have fun playing sport.

As tennis is an individual sport, the best players 
spend vast sums of money travelling over weekends 
and holidays to chase computer ranking points. 
Because the rewards (sponsorships / scholarships) 
are huge, these players have to put in a lot of extra 
hours just to compete at the highest level. A lot of 
schools recruit, offer incentives and bursaries or run 

academies. This has never been the Boys High way 
and for this reason we will sometimes have weaker 
years where we will be in a rebuilding process. Every 
player however, gets given the best opportunities we 
can possibly provide. Witness this by the number of 
provincial nationally ranked and American College 
players that spent their formative years with us.

Special congratulations to Benji Lock, who as a 
Form IV schoolboy, won his fi rst ITF event in Africa 
this year and represented Zimbabwe in the Davis 
Cup.

I believe that with the right spirit, determination 
and work ethic we will get through the diffi cult 
times and again taste the glory of the past ten years.

Gerald Stoffberg
Coach

Tennis

Results
Paul Roos Gymnasium 
Tennis Festival 
vs Outeniqua W 9–0
vs Stellenbosch Hoër W 6–3
vs Grey College W 6–3
vs Cradock W 9–0
vs Affies W 6–3
Semi-final
vs Paarl Boys High W 6–3
Final
vs Paul Roos Gymnasium  
 L 1–5
Johannesburg Premier 
League
vs Affies W 5–2
vs Randpark Ridge W 7–0
vs Northcliff High W 7–0
vs Trinity College W 7–0
vs St Benedicts W 6–1
Wayne Ferreira Festival – 
hosted by Parktown
vs St Benedicts W 9–0
vs Glenwood W 5–4
vs Parktown W 9–0
Semi-final
vs St Stithians L 4–5

Inter-Schools vs Grey 
College
Juniors vs Grey W 8–1
Seniors vs Grey W –2
Menlopark Festival
vs Paarl Gym W 6–0
vs Cradock W –3
vs Affies W 5–1
Semi-final
vs Menlopark W 4–0
Final
vs Waterkloof W 4–0
U15 Tennis Festival
vs Paul Roos Gym L 3–6
vs Paarl Gym W 7–2
vs Selborne College W 6–3
vs Waterkloof L 4–5
vs Paarl Boys High W 5–1
Ended in 5th position
Grey College Festival
vs Paul Roos Gym L 1–8
vs Grey College L 4–5
vs St Stithians W 8–1
vs Kearsney College L 3–5
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Front Row L–R: S Moruane, T Edwards, Mr G Stoffberg (Coach), A Jekel, M Chung. 
Back Row L–R: C Lock, J Sauer, B Lock, W van Niekerk, N Joshi.

Senior Tennis
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The year 2010 was a remarkably good year for Table 
Tennis. We played round robin matches for an entire 
month in order to decide who would be playing in 
the A and B Leagues.

As in 2009, PBHS took part in both the A and B 
leagues. One of our fi rst games was against Affi es 
and for the fi rst time in history, the game was won 
by Boys High. Under the effi cient coaching of Kudu 
Mhurure the boys were more inspired and motivated. 
The A league consisted of a total of nine matches 
and was won by PBHS while in the B league, mainly 
consisting of juniors, we achieved fourth place.

Reynecke Swanepoel was, once again, captain 
and he led by example.

On 8 May the boys participated in the North 
Gauteng trials. Reynecke Swanepoel and Shaquil 
Sutton won bronze in the U20 category, while Robert 
Focke won a gold medal in the U14 category. Robert 
will try for his SA Colours in December.

The Inter-House matches took place in term three 
with Hofmeyr being the overall winner and Town 
in second place.

PBHS played a friendly match against Grey 
College early in July, but unfortunately we were not 
victorious. However, this will become an annual 
event.

The year ended with a delicious meal where 
some boys were presented with certifi cates. I would 
like to thank the school for buying new equipment 
and helping with transporting the boys and Mr 
Chan Dowra for his willingness to supervise and 
manage the practices and matches. My thanks also 
go to Kudu Mhurure and Reynecke Swanepoel for 
inspiring and motivating the team. It was a good 
year. Let’s do it again!

Mrs A Floor
Teacher-in-charge

Table Tennis

Half Colours
Stephan van Zyl 
Oscar Huang
Daniel Berkow 
Bongosi Moloisane 
Ruixuan Qi 
Shaquil Sutton

Full Colours
Reynecke Swanepoel

Tayla Corney playing during the Inter-House table 
tennis tournament.

School House supporters and players during the Inter-House competition.
L–R: Ryan Dewes, Michael Clur, Jan-Louis van den Berg, Luke Levitt, Steven 

Schnetler, William Gouws
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Water Polo Report

Water Polo
In a recent University study, Water Polo was 
identifi ed as the fastest growing school sport in the 
country, in this regard I must surely have a valid 
point when I say that Boys High is at the forefront of 
those leading the way. I make this statement based 
on the following facts:

Boys High not only has the most water polo teams 
of any school in the country (22), but every team is 
guaranteed of at least one full game per week.

Practice times are distributed evenly across all 
teams and all age groups, and every boy, regardless 
of the team he fi nds himself in, is guaranteed of at 
least one game per week. Obviously by not adopting 
this policy one would improve upon the A team 
results, but at what cost? Surely a boy learns the 
same life lessons in the A and B teams as he does in 
the E and F teams? 

To adopt the all inclusive approach is, however, 
only possible if the right staff are at hand to facilitate 
such learning experiences and, in this regard, we are 
blessed in that every team is coached by a passionate 
old boy or friend of the school, supported by a staff 
member who is there for administrative aid, as well 
as to ensure that the Boys High way is upheld. I 
would like to pay special thanks to Mr Dan Harvey, 
Mr Craig Mc Bride, Mr Clyde Mac Donald, Mr 
Cornelius Smit, Mr Mark Smith, Mr Chris Fowler 
and Mrs Taryn Randall for giving up their time and 
for the enormous amount of support and effort that 
they put into Water Polo at Boys High.

The Boys High Water Polo system works. When 
I speak of the system I refer to the fact that (give or 
take fl air, individual talent or coaches’ preference) 
every team from U14F through to the First team 
plays a particular brand of water polo, all do the 
same drills and conditioning (obviously modifi ed for 
age specifi c requirements) and all play in an internal 
league every Wednesday in order to increase game 
time and iron out any problems before Saturday’s 
big game. The league also gives the late developer 
a chance of moving up and having a realistic 

chance of one day representing the First team. The 
opportunity, however, is in the boys’ own hands.

The First team is not only looked at as the “First 
team” but also as “our team” due to them giving 
back, whether it be by refereeing junior games, 
helping coach juniors or by behaving in the expected 
way.

Boys High hosts the only National First Team 
Water Polo Festival in the Country, which, thanks to 
a collective effort by the staff, parents and old boys, 
has now become one of the leading water polo events 
in South Africa and attracts many of the country’s 
premier water polo playing schools.

We also have a dedicated team of table offi cials 
that give service every match day, without them and 
their behind the scenes work, water polo would not 
be the success that it is. In this regard I thank Matthew 
Robberts, Axel Primmer, Tyrone Marais and Nathan 
Fryer for all their hard work and dedication.

I would like to thank all my water polo coaches 
and staff for all their hard work and support 
throughout the season. I have no doubt that, through 
your continued efforts, Boys High will become the 
best water polo playing school, and even if not, we 
will prepare boys to be the best men that they can be 
by using water polo as a tool.

A very special thanks to Mr Patrick Vermeulen 
and Levi for ensuring that the pools remained blue 
throughout the season, for keeping the facility and 
surrounding area in tip top shape thus ensuring that 
we were always able to host well. 

Thank you to Mrs Uys for all the hard work 
behind the scenes, for booking fl ights and for always 
ensuring that the MIC of water polo is kept on the 
ball.

Thanks to Mrs Steffanie Kruger and the kitchen 
staff for going the extra mile and for ensuring that 
our guests were well fed.

Thank you to Mr Dion Wright for his help, support 
and assistance with the annual Pretoria Boys Water 
Polo Festival.

Ashley Kemp (PBHS U15A) playing in the goals – not a good idea! Blaine Morgan of the PBHS U15Bs totally focused on the ball.
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To the water polo parents, thank you for giving 
up your Saturday mornings in order to assist with 
fundraising and to Berno and Karin Niebuhr, 
thank you for your support and encouragement 
throughout.

Some of the Boys High Water Polo highlights over 
the past 12 months are:
• First place fi nish after the pool stages and making 

the fi nal at the SACS top 20 National Schools 
Tournament – the best result ever by a Pretoria 
Boys High School team.

• First place fi nish after the pool stages and making 
the fi nal at the Clifton Water Polo tournament in 
Durban – the best ever result by a Pretoria Boys 
High School team.

• First place fi nish after the pool stages and winning 
the fi nal of the St Stithians Stayers Water Polo 
tournament – the best ever result by a Pretoria 
Boys High School team.

• First team Kitto Cup Victory over KES (13 – 2) 
with Boys High having a played 13, lost 1, drew 
0, won 12, result. Unbeaten in all 6 games at the 
Pretoria Boys High School National First Team 
Festival, which too was a huge success.

• Quarter Finals in the National U15 Indigo Water 
Polo Tournament (second time in 3 years)

• Quarter Finals in the National U14 Ken Short 
Water Polo Tournament (fi rst time ever).

• More than 70% of representation in both the 
Northern Gauteng U14A, U16A and U19A 
teams!

• SA Schools U19 = Christopher Rolfe
• Unbeaten in the Fourth term
• Five players selected for the prestigious SACS 

tournament team – the most by any school in 
South Africa.

• Player of the tournament at SACS, Clifton and St 
Stithians tournaments.

Lionel Randall
MIC 

Awards
Greyling Uys Memorial Trophy – Matthias Niebuhr
Steele Brothers award  –  Matthias Niebuhr
Senior Player of the year  – Chris Rolfe 
Most Improved Senior Player  – Ferdi Louw
Junior Player of the year – Kyle Gibson
Most Improved Junior player – Khumo Mokale
Tournament Teams:
SACS:  Chris Rolfe, Ferdi Louw, Jason Tunnell, Dylan 

Hayes, Matthias Niebuhr (Rolfe = attacker of 
the tournament)

Clifton:  Rolfe, Louw (Rolfe = attacker of the 
tournament)

ST Stithians:  Rolfe, Louw, Tunnell, Hayes (Rolfe = attacker 
of the tournament)

Interhouse:  Juniors: 1st place = School House 
 Seniors: 1st Place = Solomon
National Representatives:
SA U19  Christopher Rolfe
SA Universities: Matthew Steele
SA Mens Team: Andrew Ridley, Gavin Kyte, Jason Kyte

Provincial representatives:
Tyrone Sanders 19A
Chris Rolfe 19A
Jason Tunnell 19A
Ferdi Louw 19A
Sean Massyn 19A
Matthias Niebuhr 19A 
Captain
Dylan Hayes 19A
Theo Lombard 19A
Dean de la Rey 19B
Garrick O’Brien 19B
Zander Pieterse 19B
Denis Engelbrecht 19B
Travis Mitchell 19B
Cameron Anthony 16A
Barry van Jaarsveld 16A
Mathew Harris 16A 
Captain
Alan de Beyer 16A

Connor Henry 15A 
Captain
Khumo Mokale 15A
Kyle Gibson 15A
Lumardt Senekal 15A
Calvin Howard 15A
Pascal Robbertse 15A
Jared Fee 15A
Aidan Nunn 14A
Brett Giddy 14A
Travis Hadley 14B
Gregan Kirkham 14A
Jethro Crawford 14A
Kade Chapman 14A 
Captain
Kuda Maneta 14A
Marthinus Erasmus 14A
Neil McNerney 14A
Keegan Stratford 14B
Pavlo Eftychis 14B

Kyle Gibson spots the gap and takes a shot! Hilton Corlett scans the pool as he swims up on attack.
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1st Water Polo Team

Water Polo
A few days before school opened in January, the 
team had an informal camp at Roodeplaat Dam, 
with activities such as skiing, fi shing and wet biking. 
This proved to be an unbelievable opportunity to set 
goals and get every member of the squad buying into 
the common goal, which was, and still is, to fi rmly 
establish Pretoria Boys High School as the number 
one water polo playing school in South Africa.

On the fi rst week-end of every year the annual Old 
Boys Summer Sports day is held. This year the day 
was well supported and in total twelve games were 
played (the most ever). The old boys team that faced 
the First Team contained two current National men’s 
team members as well as fi ve former SA Schools 
representatives. With the explosion of interest in 
water polo at Boys High, I have no doubt that within 
the next 2 – 3 years every old boy in the team to face 
the fi rst team will be a National representative.

The fi rst term was an interesting term in that the 
team lost only two of its eight traditional fi xtures, these 
losses being against St Johns and King Edward VII. The 
team was not prepared to lose, not after the highs of 
2009, but they were bitterly disappointed to lose those 
games. However, not to make excuses, but our team 
contains only two matric players and, unfortunately, 
the Grade 11s, although physically up for any challenge, 
lacked the emotional maturity necessary to handle the 
pressure that comes with playing the best schools in 
the country, week in and week out.

The team sorted out their issues, bought into a 
common game plan and rallied well to be the only 
unbeaten team at the Boys High National Festival, 
with wins against Wynberg Boys High, Reddam 
House, Hilton, Kearsney, Grey and St Stithians which 
set us up well for the KES tournament a week later. 

Unfortunately we were put in the “pool of 
death” with Parktown (eventual winners), Clifton 
College (SA #1 2008 / 2009) and St Andrews, of 
Grahamstown (SA # 1 2010). Although we were well 
prepared, and had what it takes to beat these teams, 
we were not prepared for the bombshells that were 
dropped in the week leading up to the tournament. 
Two days before the tournament, Ferdi Louw 
(Northerns U19A) and Chris Rolfe (SA Schools 
U19A) were forced to withdraw from the team due 
to injury or for personal reasons. Sadly Sean Massyn 
(SA U20 2009) also withdrew, so three of the fi rst 
seven players were out and there were only three 
hours of practice time left before one of the toughest 
tournaments in the country. As you can imagine, 
this totally unsettled the young team. Had we had 
a further week to prepare the new team, perhaps 
things would have been different, but, sadly, we did 

not win the tournament, in fact, we ended 9th out of 
sixteen teams and although we never lost a game by 
more than two goals, this was a huge shock for a 
team destined for greatness.

The unfortunate thing is that the KES tournament 
always comes at the end of the fi rst season and so 
there is no time to “put things right”, and, as a result 
of the shock, two of the more senior players of the 
team quit due to not being able to cope with the 
pressure and so we found ourselves in a position 
of having to rebuild a new team for the SACS 
tournament in September. We had the winter to 
think about what Boys High stands for and worked 
harder than ever to be the fi ttest, strongest and most 
disciplined team in the country.

In the June holidays four Boys High boys (Chris 
Rolfe, Jason Tunnell, Ferdi Louw and Dylan Hayes) 
were invited to play for Natal Schools U17 at the 
Pan Pacifi c Youth Water Polo Festival in Auckland, 
New Zealand. Both Mrs Randall and I were fortunate 
enough to attend the tour and I can assure you that our 
boys fl ew the Boys High fl ag proudly. In this regard 
I wish to thank Mr Steven La Marque (Maritzburg 
College) for allowing our boys to join the tour.

The third term arrived and the boys were all keen 
to show just how Boys High bounces back, and 
thus every aspect of what it takes and means to be 
a fi rst team player was under the magnifying glass: 
here the boys decided to be absolute role models by 
being clean shaven, having neat hair and showing 
that only the pursuit of excellence will be accepted. 
Winning is one thing, but winning would not be 
acceptable if it was not excellent.

2010 will be remembered as an excellent year for 
Boys High water polo, with the team qualifying 
for three fi nals, winning one, not losing a game in 
the fourth term and having a 100% record at home 
this year (18 / 18 wins). This included wins against 
the following top Water Polo playing schools: St 
Stithians, St Johns, King Edward VII, Kearsney, 
Wynberg, Reddam, Grey College, Affi es, St Albans, 
Hilton College, St Davids, St Benedicts and Jeppe.
Player Profi les
Tyrone Sanders  
Full Colours
Northern Gauteng U19A
Tyrone is a top goalkeeper. Although Tyrone enjoys 
a good laugh, when it is time to focus, he brings an 
aspect of aggression to the team that sets the tone for 
the rest to follow.
Christopher Rolfe
Honours
Northern Gauteng U19A, SA Schools U18A, SA U20

The Pretorian 2010 (3).indd   286The Pretorian 2010 (3).indd   286 2011/07/19   09:30:46 AM2011/07/19   09:30:46 AM



SP
O

RT

The Pretorian 287

Invited to represent Natal U17 at the Pan Pacifi c 
Youth Water Polo Championships in Auckland, 
New Zealand
SACS, Clifton and St Stithians tournament teams
Attacker of the tournament at SACS, Clifton and St 
Stithians tournaments
Chris is the best centre forward in South Africa, 
selected for the KES, SACS and St Stithians 
tournament teams in 2009 as well as being selected 
for the SA Schools U19B team as a 16-year old. 
Chris backed his name up by being selected for the 
SA Schools U19A team to play in the Tri-Nations 
Tournament with Australia and New Zealand in 
December (which South Africa won for the fi rst time 
in history). Chris was also selected as attacker of the 
tournament at the SACS, Clifton and St Stithians 
tournaments this year. If Chris stays humble, fi ne 
tunes his game and develops alternative approaches 
so as to keep the opposition guessing, he will remain 
the top player in the country, and set a fi ne example 
for younger boys to follow.
Jason Tunnell
Full Colours
Northern Gauteng U19A
Invited to represent Natal U17 at the Pan-Pacifi c 
Youth Water Polo Championships in Auckland, 
New Zealand
SACS and St Stithians tournament teams
Jason is a game breaker who, at times, produces 
spurts of brilliance. He is a very strong left hander 
with a powerful one-on-one defence and he has the 
potential to go far in this game! Jason is working 
hard to eliminate his swimming weaknesses and is 
fast developing into the best player in his position in 
South Africa.
Darren Moult
Full Colours
Northern Gauteng U19B
Darren is a very hard worker and a pleasure to 
coach. Darren lacks self-confi dence but is now 
starting to show signs that he will be a major force to 
be reckoned with next year. 
Andrew Freer
Full Colours
Northern Gauteng U19B
Great team man, lacks game time experience but 
with more confi dence will be a good player in the 
future. Andrew is an exceptionally loyal member of 
the team and gives of his best every time.
Ferdi Louw 
Full Colours
Northern Gauteng U19A
Invited to represent Natal U17 at the Pan-Pacifi c 

Youth Water Polo Championships in Auckland, 
New Zealand
SACS, Clifton and St Stithians tournament teams
If Ferdi stays humble and keeps working at it he will 
reach his goal of representing the National Mens 
team in the future. Sadly Ferdi did not achieve his 
goal of being selected for the SA Schools U19A team 
this year. Hopefully, by developing his confi dence 
he will achieve his goal in 2011.
Krati Bogiages 
Full Colours
Extremely passionate about Boys High and will give 
his best for the team. Sadly Krati was injured and 
missed the second half of the year. He was missed, 
but I am certain that he will be an amazing coach at 
Boys High in the future.
Marcio da Silva
Full Colours
Northern Gauteng U19B
Marcio has worked hard on his fi tness and has done 
well to be the back up centre forward. With more 
focus, Marcio will be a major force within SA Schools 
water polo.
Matthew Harris
Half Colours
Northern Gauteng U16A
Young player with a bright future, exceptionally 
loyal to his team mates and always puts the school 
fi rst.
Matthias Niebuhr
Honours
Northern Gauteng U19A (Captain)
SACS tournament team

I have been blessed to have had the honour to be 
the coach of Matthias Niebuhr for the past four years. 
Matthias played his fi rst game in 2007, with his fi nal 
game for Boys High being against KES in November 
2010. This game was the 474th time that he pulled the 
hallowed green cap over his head. Matthias will go 
down in history as the most successful Boys High 
First Team Captain with an 88% win record, leading 
the team to two National Finals, an unbeaten home 
run of 18 games, unbeaten in a National Festival 
and two fi rst place fi nishes in the Pool stages at 
National tournaments. Although his achievements 
are amazing, what is more amazing is his character: 
Matthias has paved the way for the next generation 
of players, he leads by example and strives for 
excellence at all times. He was duly rewarded for 
this by being selected as Captain of the Northern 
Gauteng U19A team, which sadly did not perform 
to its potential. Matthias was also awarded Honours, 
the highest award bestowed by the school as he has 
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Water Polo
done nothing but bring honour to Boys High.
Dylan Hayes
Full Colours
Northern Gauteng U19A
Invited to represent Natal U17 at the Pan-Pacifi c 
Youth Water Polo Championships in Auckland 
New Zealand
SACS and St Stithians tournament teams.
Dylan’s performances blew hot and cold this year, 
when he was on he was amazing and was identifi ed as 
such on a national level, however, when he was off, he 
needed to spend some time thinking about his game 
in the safe environment of the bench. I believe that 
Dylan has the potential to be the best centre back in 
South Africa in 2011. He will, however, need to apply 
himself fully and take on a far tougher approach.
Cameron Anthony
Half Colours
Northern Gauteng U16A
Young player with a bright future, exceptionally 
loyal to his team mates and always puts the school 
fi rst, a player with an amazing work ethic and a 
bright future.
Theo Lombard
Full Colours
Northern Gauteng U19A
Theo is a very hard worker and a pleasure to coach. 
Theo lacked self-confi dence but is now starting 

to show signs that if he develops his confi dence 
and shooting ability he will be a major force to be 
reckoned with next year. Theo did extremely well to 
be a member of the starting seven and I believe that 
he will have an amazing season in 2011.
Alan de Beyer
Half Colours
Northern Gauteng U16A
Young player with a bright future, exceptionally 
loyal to his team mates and always puts the school 
fi rst. If Alan works hard he can be the fi rst choice 
goalkeeper at Boys High in 2011.
Sean Massyn
Full Colours
Northern Gauteng U19A
Along with Sean’s confi dence, his game has improved 
to the point that he is now regularly performing well 
during pressure games. Through hard work Sean 
was selected for the Northern Gauteng U19A team.

To conclude, the future of Pretoria Boys High 
School water polo is healthy. With Old Boys 
returning to pump back into the system that helped 
them, we will get even stronger.
I wish to thank every boy that played for the team 
for his commitment throughout the year.

Lionel Randall
Coach

1st Water Polo Team

Front Row L–R: F Louw, S Massyn, M Niebuhr (Captain), K Bogiages, C Rolfe
Second Row L–R: J Tunnell, T Sanders, T Lombard, A Freer, D Moult.

Back Row L–R: D Hayes, J Chamberlain, M da Silva, Mr L Randall (Teacher-in-Charge)
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3rd Water Polo Team

2nd Water Polo Team
The Second Water Polo team had a fantastic year. 
The team played exceptionally well throughout the 
season and managed to maintain an unbeaten match 
record. The boys’ skills and game play improved 
week by week through continuous hard training 
and extra effort put in by the team. These boys 
showed heart and true Boys High spirit throughout 
the season: they practised and played games with 
a high level of courage, control and loyalty to their 
team and school. Their continuous efforts allowed 
them to provide a solid back bone in the senior Water 
Polo age group, leading by example and constantly 
striving to become better and better. They achieved 
some great victories and I can defi nitely say that 
they made their beloved school proud. Every single 
boy played well, but there were a few individuals 
who stood out, not only on performance but also 
through the passion and hard work they put into 

both practices and games. These players improved 
dramatically during the year, some eventually 
competing for fi rst team positions. This team had 
a lot of work to do in order to provide a strong 
platform to start competing with the fi rst team but 
their passion and hard work has started to pay off 
with good victories over other great Water Polo 
schools. Boys High Water Polo is moving forward 
at a rapid pace with the First Team leading and this 
second team keeping up. We look forward to seeing 
this team continue to make a wake in the Boys High 
Water Polo pool. Thanks to the matrics for your 
concerted efforts throughout the season. This was 
your year and you can be sure you made the school 
proud. Well done on a great year. 

Jacques Erasmus 
Coach

Unidentifi ed player fi xes the goalkeeper. Matthias Niebuhr in action.

This year’s water polo season kicked off to a great 
start involving fantastic participation by the 3rd 
and 4th teams. As we practised together, we were 
constantly reminded of what playing for the school 
really means, and that is striving to commit to fun 
and enjoyment for the lower sides and complete 
devotion for Boys High itself. Throughout the season 
the 3rds were coupled with great wins and some 
close calls. Our more impressive wins included KES 
9–4 (1st Term), St John’s 11–8, and St Stithians 10–5 
(apologies to the Rissik boys for being late).

The fourth term brought new inspiration for most 
of the third side, seeing 60% of the boys moving on 
up. The matrics, focusing on exams, were few and 
far between but the Form 4’s picked up the pieces 
and soldiered on through practices and games. We 
drew to KES 2nd side 8–8 and walked away from all 

other games undefeated. What a season! 
Coaching the 3rd side has been an absolute 

pleasure. Specifi c mention must be made of 
Stafford’s inability to communicate, Smith’s 
constant and irrelevant remarks, and everyone’s 
constant loathing of fi tness. This made this season 
one that will always bring smiles to my face and 
hopefully to the boys too.

Thanks to all the boys who played, and thanks to 
all the parents for your support.
Most crossbars hit: Smith
Most outrageous shot: Jason Chamberlain 
Biggest mouth: Ben Rath
Best Goal keeper: Mark Stafford.

Chase Anderson 
Coach
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U16A Water Polo

Water Polo

I am proud to have been involved with the Boys High 
U16A team of 2010. We enjoyed a very successful 
year in which, save for an early slip against a strong 
St Albans side, we were unbeaten. Some highlights 
of the year were our two victories over St Johns, 
victories over two fi rst teams, namely Rondebosch 
and Grey College, and a string of memorable 
comeback games against the likes of Jeppe and St 
Stithians. We ended the year with a healthy 18–2 
victory over KES to play a part in Boys High’s 
retention of the Kitto Cup.

However, more than the successes themselves, it 
was the manner of those successes which encouraged 
and inspired me as a coach. I am proud to say that 
the U16 side was one characterised by guts above 
talent. This team built their success on the back of 
grit, determination and heart rather than ability. As 
a result, I can take no credit for their achievements 
– one can coach passing and shooting and game 
play fairly easily; heart, however cannot be coached. 
The U16s gutsy success is also an indication that the 
boys learnt the most important lessons which water 
polo can teach; those that concern not how to play 
the game, but rather why we play the game. They 
have come, through water polo, to understand the 

value of human relations and to appreciate not only 
the security of having someone to trust, but also the 
responsibility of bearing a similar trust. Such is the 
nature of team sport.

All of that said, I do not wish to detract from the 
talent in the side, nor from the attractive water polo 
that they played, most especially towards the end 
of the year. For this, I must make mention not only 
of the senior players in the side – who shouldered 
great responsibility in the pool, and took strides 
towards realising the immense potential that they 
possess – but also to the newer players in the team. 
It is testament to the strength of the Boys High 
polo system that such players could be discovered 
amongst lower teams and polished into players who 
not only brought a new dynamic and balance to the 
U16A side, but who also revealed qualities that may 
see them challenge for First Team honours in years 
to come.

I am grateful and privileged to have been involved 
with the team. Boys High certainly has a bright polo 
future to go with its sterling present.

Dennis Webster
Coach

4th Water Polo Team
It has been a short but enjoyable season of summer 
sports. The 4th Team is all about enjoying the sport 
and spending time with friends in an environment 
other than academic. It was great to see the 
guys coming down to practice on Monday’s and 
Thursday’s, even as the exams were upon us. A 
special word of thanks must who stayed around all 
the way to the end, you guys are truly team players. 
It’s always diffi cult for a school such as ours to fi nd 

opposition for our lower teams, and this season was 
no different. For this reason we often had to play 
other school’s 2nd and 3rd teams, but this didn’t stop 
us from always putting up a good fi ght.

We played fi ve games against outside opposition, 
won 3 and lost 2.

Cornelius Smit
Coach

5th Water Polo Team
This season was a great season, we had a committed 
group of boys who on many occasions were matched 
against other schools’ higher teams. These boys all 
worked extremely hard and many were rewarded 
by playing in higher teams at the end of the season. 

The boys worked with enthusiasm. With this positive 
attitude, the following season should be a good one.

Nicolas Nel
Coach

Khumo Mokale (PBHS U15A goalkeeper) fully focused on the ball. The goal is scored because the goalkeeper’s eyes are closed! Dylan 
Thompson (PBHS 5th team) does his best to save a shot.
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U16B Water Polo
I had the privilege of coaching the U16B water 
polo team this year. As a group, we started off a 
bit slowly, as it takes the players a few games to 
get to know each other and their individual styles. 
The team improved with each practice, however, 
and after two weeks into the season the boys were 
playing with more confi dence and as a team.

The U16B team was mostly unbeaten during 
the season, but the games that stood out were our 
victories over Grey College 2nd Team and Affi es 
U16A, beating them 9–6 and 9–3 respectively, with 

Alex Eggers playing till the brink of exhaustion. 
We fi nished off the season with a 10–2 victory over 
KES.

Special thanks go to the captain, Matthew Lawther, 
and vice captain, Craig Edmonds, for keeping the 
team in line whenever I needed assistance.

The boys were a great bunch and I was glad to be 
a part of their team.

Kevin Booysen
Coach

U16C Water Polo
The U16C team was a particularly talented group of 
players. They were not talented “for a C team”, but 
rather formed a genuinely good water polo side. It 
is my belief that at least three players in this side 
have the ability to play at 1st XIII in matric. During 
the course of the season, as their confi dence grew, 
they played some astonishing polo. The U16Cs 
never played against C teams from other schools but 
rather their A or B sides.

The toughest games of the year were against 
our own 16B side (won 1, lost 2 narrowly) and the 
St John’s A team (lost 2–6 but gave them a massive 
shock in the fi rst three chukkas). For me, our last 
game of the year, against KES U16B, was a highlight. 

Everything came together and every boy played to 
potential and we won 13–1.

As a coach, this was a very rewarding group of 
boys to deal with. Competitive, hardworking and 
always looking to improve. A good team dynamic 
aided by an element of humour characterised 
practice and play.

I would like to thank Mr van Duiker for his input 
and expertise and to thank the boys for a really, 
enjoyable and fulfi lling season.

Player of the season: Michael Kohlmeyer.

C A McBride
Coach

1.  Jonathan 
Humphries keeps 
the ball clear of the 
opposition.

2.  Hilton Corlett 
swims up the pool 
on attack.

3.  Pascal Robbertse 
playing out 
of position (as 
goalkeeper) for 
Hofmeyr .

4.  Zander Pieterse 
with ball in hand.

3

1 2

4
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Water Polo
U16D Water Polo
The U16D team had a tough season. None of the 
schools that we play have D sides, most don’t even 
have C sides, so they inevitably “played up” or 
played internal games.

Nevertheless, as a group, they remained cheerful 
and committed and prepared to take on all comers. 
A particularly pleasing aspect of these boys was 
how desperate they were to improve and how 
much they enjoyed their polo. A large number of 
the boys who started in the D team moved up to 
a higher level which is a credit to their work ethic. 
A seemingly never-ending stream of new boys 
arrived wanting to ‘try out’ and get involved. It is 
gratifying to watch our growth of the game at this 
level at Boys High.

The U16D team won most of their games apart 
from three heavy defeats against the PBHS 3rd, 4th and 
5th sides. To the boys, keep playing, keep working 
hard and I’ll see you next year.
Most improved player: Garth Welman
Player of the season: Michael Louw

C A McBride
Coach

U15A Water Polo
With a year of water polo already behind them and 
momentum from the previous season still strong, 
results were expected and the boys duly delivered. 
With convincing wins over Jeppe, Grey Bloem, St 
Davids and historical rivals, Affi es, early in the year 
the boys showed their potential and the camaraderie 
amongst them was tangible. The annual under 15 
Parktown Festival was a great experience and the boys 
achieved a top 6 placing nationwide as a result. Signs 
were strong that the gap prevalent last year between 
St Johns and Boys High was starting to close rapidly 
and this was shown in a close fought encounter in the 
fourth term. This was a tremendous achievement and 
one that bodes well for the future. I must commend 
the boys for showing a maturity beyond their years 
and it is easily the most enjoyable season I have had 
as a coach. To highlight any one individual will not 
give credit to the collective effort of the team and each 
boy should be proud of representing this fi ne school 
at such a high level. The future certainly looks bright 
with these boys leading the charge.

Ricardo da Silva 
Coach

U15B Water Polo
The U15B side has a reputation of being a strong 
side who win most matches and who play a 
decent game of Water Polo. This year has been no 
exception. The team played against three A sides 
and although going down in each match they put 
up a brave fi ght with the closest score being a 4–6 
loss to the Affi es side. The results against all the 
B side matches that were played were all wins 
and one draw against St John’s 3–3. The season 
can therefore be considered a resounding success. 
Beating KES at home and away was particularly 
pleasing.

The team, ably led by Blaine Morgan, grew in 
stature as the season progressed. Conrad Strasheim 
was solid in the goals and a number of players tried 
out of the centre forward position. The joy of the 
season was having two equal strength teams of six 
players who substituted for each other. The sight of 
six freshly rested boys all diving in after a goal must 
have struck fear into the opponents, and it seemed 

to work as a tactic, as very soon after each of the 
changes, a goal was scored. Matthew Keil was a 
strong swimmer, Bryce Maier scored some quick-
thinking back shot goals and Ethan Louw developed 
into a promising centre back keeping a number of 
the opposing centre forwards well-marked. Michael 
de Waal was a strong presence in the water and 
Jordan Lawrie worked well in the hole to score some 
exciting goals. Storm James also made a pleasing 
contribution to the overall goal count of the season. 
One of the main strengths of the team was that they 
stayed together for most of the matches and began 
to understand each other strengths and weaknesses. 
I want to thank them for their commitment to 
practices and for giving their best effort in matches 
and most importantly for the fun and laughter that 
we shared.

Mark Smith
Coach

1. CJ van der Merwe 
2. Theo Lombard wins the swim-off against Oostewald van Niekerk in an Inter-House match between Sunnyside and Solomon.

3. Alan de Beyer (PBHS U16A goalkeeper) looks to make a counter-attacking pass!
4. Arvid-Rei Smedsrud (PBHS U16A) robs the ball off his opponent who looks very uncomfortable.
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U15C Water Polo
I had the opportunity to coach a team of energetic 
young men who were always willing to learn 
something new and face challenges head on. In 
saying this, what my team really taught me was that 
it is not about the symbol behind the age group i.e. 
15C but the size of your heart and the belief within 
yourself and that of your fellow teammates. 

Our biggest challenges for the season were that 
most of our rival schools could only provide us with 
A and B team games, which seemed a challenge at 
the start of the season, but as practices passed and 
success was won in the Wednesday internal league 
we grew closer as a team. 

Besides the one narrow loss against the U15B 
team from our polo rivals St John’s college, success 
was had over every other “B” team that this team 
was up against. The main thing that I will always 
remember of 2010’s U15C team was that team spirits 
were always high and laughs were always on order, 
be it in the polo pool or out and about. 

In closing I would just like to take the opportunity 
to thank the boys for a great season and wish them 
all the best for their future polo careers at Pretoria 
Boys High School. 

Taryn Randall 
Coach U15D & E Water Polo

The U15D and E water polo teams were an 
absolute pleasure to coach. The growth of the 
sport at Boys High is evident by the fact that both 
these teams were fi lled with truly talented boys 
with the potential to play 1st Team in the future. 
Throughout the season we worked as a squad of 
players and the hunger of the boys to improve each 
week was fantastic to see. We ended up playing a 
lot of our games against A and B sides from other 
schools and the highlight of the season was the 
victory over a Menlopark A side in which the 
boys outshone their opponents in a very physical 
game.

A big thank you to my assistant, Mr Clyde 
MacDonald, for his hard work, as well as Mr and 
Mrs Randall for their insight. It is due to the staff 
like this that the game of water polo is fl ourishing 
at the school.

Finally, to all the boys, thank you for all your 
dedication and for a great season. Continue to work 
hard at your polo and I hope to see some of you in 
the fi rst term in the future.

Stephen van Niekerk
Coach

1

2

3

4

The Pretorian 2010 (3).indd   293The Pretorian 2010 (3).indd   293 2011/07/19   09:30:58 AM2011/07/19   09:30:58 AM



SP
O

RT

The Pretorian294 This page sponsored by the Stratford family

Water Polo
U14A Water Polo
The 2010 U14A water polo season was a most 
successful one. The results did not ultimately refl ect 
the team’s performance as they played outstandingly 
well despite the fact that they did not win all their 
games. The team, in true Boys High passion never 
gave up and fought back many times to either 
claim the draw or to celebrate the win. They have 
all grown as players and with a bit more training I 
believe they’ll keep Boys High’s water polo standard 
as the top in the country. The team was a pleasure to 

coach; they persevered through the strenuous fi tness 
practices and took the skills learned in training to 
their opponents. They are a dedicated group of 
plays, many of them making the North Gauteng 
U14 squad which is a great achievement. I see great 
potential in many of them and hope to see them play 
1st Team for PBHS.

Ben Wicks
Coach

U14B Water Polo
The 2010 season started off with all the boys eager and 
willing to learn. The boys had to learn the game from 
scratch, only a few of them had played polo before. 
They picked up on the rules very early on which made 
coaching much easier. The boys were dedicated and 
enthusiastic throughout the year. They came to all 
the trainings and always listened to what the coaches 
had to say. The boys played with heart and passion 
and never gave up, always learning more and more 
as the season passed. They realised that they could 
push their bodies that much further, and when it 
came to the games, it really paid off. The results are 
not important at this age group but the way the boys 
play, the friends they make, the fi ght they show, the 
determination to push themselves and the way they 
mature throughout the year is more important to me. 
Playing polo is about having fun and, by the amount 
of laughter that came out of the team huddle, having 
fun was not an issue. 

In the fi rst term, we played four games, won one, 
drew one and lost two. The one loss was against an A 
team and was the team’s fi rst game. The second part 
of the season started after a long winter. The boys 
came back bigger and stronger, more mature and 
ready to play. We started where we left off, training 
hard and being committed. We played fi ve games, 
winning two and losing three. We played two A 
teams again, losing both games. The boys fought 
until the fi nal whistle and I was really proud of the 

way they held their heads high and lost graciously. 
They gave the other teams a tough time and never 
gave up. The last game of the season was against 
KES in the highly competitive Kitto Cup. Every goal 
scored means points and all the teams are included. 
The team showed composure and maturity, coming 
out eventual winners 9–5. The team played to their 
full potential and proved to themselves and to me 
what they could achieve if they put their minds to 
it. They played as a team and for each other and 
for Boys High. The behaviour of the team was 
impeccable throughout the season and they upheld 
the Boys High standards wherever they were, in or 
out of the pool. The only negative part of the season 
was the fact that a few boys quit before the season 
was over. This was disappointing because they let 
themselves, the team and Boys High down.

In closing, I would like to say well done and thank 
you to the boys who stuck with it to the end, the 
season was an enjoyable season and coaching the 
team was fun and easy. These boys really showed the 
manners, respect, passion, heart and determination 
that all Boys High boys possess, which made my job 
a lot easier. The team grew into young men and I 
can’t wait to see them in action later on, it will be 
very exciting to see what they achieve.

Kyle Gallagher
Coach

Tyrone Sanders (PBHS 1st Team goalkeeper) after yet another amazing save. Tyler den Heyer (Town) involved in some Inter-House action.
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U14C Water Polo
The team can be proud of a great season. Hard work 
and a good attitude made the team a pleasure to 
coach. The majority of our fi xtures were against B 
teams of other schools, due to the depth at Pretoria 
Boys High, and we competed in all our games. The 
highlight was the win against KES U14B where we 
won the game 8–5, more satisfying than the result 
was the improvement that had taken place since 
the fi rst practice we had had. I truly believe that the 
players of this team have the talent to excel as water 
polo players and can set their goals high!

Jared Tulloch
Coach

U14D Water Polo
It has been an enjoyable year coaching the Under14D 
team, with noticeable progress being made by the boys 
in the pool this season. There have been a number of 
notable defeats such as the 19–6 loss to the NTS girls 
Under 14A team and the 10 – 0 loss to the St Albans 
Under 14A team. The team also lost to the Under 13A 
teams from Grey College and St Johns as well as to the 
Under 14B team from Affi es. These were challenging 
matches as the boys were playing against stronger and 
faster teams. When playing against other Under 14C 
and D teams of similar skill, the boys showed their 
superiority by winning these matches, including St 
Stithians Under 14C (won 6 – 4), St Johns Under 14C 
(won 6 – 4) and St Johns Under 13A (won 6 – 2). The 
team, though, has increasingly, throughout the season, 
applied the skills taught in practise during matches. 
I was particularly impressed with MJ Reeler, in goal, 
and Kyle Gartland, capably assisting in defence, who 
kept goals from being scored against the team to a 
minimum. The attack has also improved considerably 
with shots on goal, which at the beginning of the season 
were going wide and often falling short of the goal, 
towards the end of season these shots were on target 
and only the able defence of the opposition goalkeepers, 
prevented more goals being scored. Conrad van Wyk, 
Cameron Wilkinson and Greg Russill showed great 
potential in their attack with many skilful attempts at 
goal, a few of these beating the goalkeeper. The other 
members of the team: Luke Hope-Sotherton, Jandré 
Gunter, Stuart McCallum-Brown, Emil Jürgens, Sérgio 
Pereira and Jandré Gerber proved to be loyal members 
of the team who, at times, played as if each second 
could win them the game. Next year’s goal is to play 
with that spirit consistently from the fi rst to the fi nal 
whistle. A noticeable failing in the team has been the 
lack of fi tness which has resulted, at times, in poor 
support given by the team to their attacking players. 
The team has often not reacted quickly enough to 
the change in possession of the ball, forcing them to 
play catch-up to prevent attempts at goal. Had they 
accomplished this, it could have dramatically altered 
the fi nal result. With further exercise and increased 
fi tness this is not an insurmountable obstacle and the 
team, as they progress through the age groups, can 
only increase their profi ciency. 

C Fowler
Coach

1.  Bryce Maier takes a shot at goal with Blaine Morgan watching in 
anticipation as the PBHS U15Bs roll on to an unbeaten 2010.

2.  Dylan Hayes takes on Malcolm Marx of KES in the 1st Team Kitto 
Cup fi xture. (PBHS won 13–2).

3.  Matthias Niebuhr (PBHS 1st Team captain) warming up before a 
big game, with Theo Lombard in the background..

1

2

3
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