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Son et Lumier
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11In August 2011 the school hosted a Son-
et-Lumière (Sound and Light) show 
using the front of the main building as 

the backdrop This is only the third open air 
performance that uses this setting in the history 
of the school. (The previous two were a son-et-
lumière for the 75th celebrations and the other was 
for the staging of Hamlet, both in the 1980s). This 
year’s show was titled “Musique et Lumière” 
and showcased most of the musical groups at 
the school. Sophisticated lighting presented the 

façade of the main building in a new light.
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1.  The school orchestra, performing under the baton of Dr Niel van der Watt, was a highlight of the show.
2.  The pipe band performing as part of the musical programme.
3.  The combined school choir and orchestra performing the fi nale of the evening.
4. The main building at dusk before the start of the show.
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July 2011 saw the launch of the biggest 
fundraising campaign in the history of Boys 
High. This is intended to raise the capital needed 

to construct a new school hall and convert the 
existing hall into a library, auditorium and 
music centre.
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1.  In March 2011, some months before the offi  cial launch of the campaign, Mr Dawie Chamberlain got the ball rolling with a magnifi cent 
donation of R1 million to the fund. Although not an old boy, Mr Chamberlain is a staunch supporter of the school and what it means to 
education in Pretoria.

2.  A toast to the success of the campaign: Mr Reeler and Mr Schroder
3.  Mr Bill Schroder, previous headmaster of PBHS and the manager of the campaign, addresses old boys at the launch.
4. Old boys listen intently to the nature of the task ahead of them – help Boys High to raise R40 million!
5. Some of the group leaders of the “year groups” gather for the launch of the campaign.
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Clothing Collection
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During the Third Term the school participated in a 
major charity drive to collect clothing as part of the 
initiative Clothing 4 Children. Our boys collected 
over 2100 bags which collectively weighed 18,7 

tons! A number of boys received incentive prizes for 
having collected the greatest amount (by weight) of 
clothing.

1.  The clothing bags being loaded. Parents kindly donated the 
use of vehicles to move the clothes to the collection point at 
Loftus.

2.  Three rugby fi elds were used to collect the bags fi rst thing 
on a Monday morning.

3.  Boys arrive for registration. They were all weighed on 
bathroom scales so as to tally up the mass of the clothes 
brought by each boy.

4. Some of the hundreds of bags before being transported.
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Oldest Old Boy
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Mr Henry Goldman, at 99 years of age, believed 
to be the oldest surviving old boy of Boys High 
visited the school with members of his family in 
March 2011. Mr Goldman attended the school 

in the mid-1920s and was a boarder in Solomon 
House. He was working as an electrician into 
his 80s! Sadly, Mr Goldman passed away later in 
2011.
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1.  The headmaster, Mr Tony Reeler presents honorary Old Boys Association membership to Mr Goldman together with Association and Solomon 
House ties.

2.  Head Prefect Robbie Beckwith; Mr Goldman and Shaun Ray
3.  Mr Mark Smith, Mr Keith Gibbs; Mr Henry Goldman and Mr Tony Reeler in the school museum
Photos: Mathew Harris
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World Cup Trophy
On the last day of the Second Term, the school was 
honoured with the presence of the William Webb 
Ellis trophy just before it was fl own to New Zealand 
for the next World Cup event. One of only a handful 
of schools who were chosen for this honour, all 
boys and staff  who were interested were allowed 

to be photographed with the beautiful gold-plated 
trophy. Despite being the end of term, hundreds 
took up the chance and were supplied with an 
almost-instant photographic momento. The trophy 
was guarded throughout the proceedings by a pair 
of bodyguards.

1.  Many teachers (and their families) took the opportunity to pose with the cup. Here it is the turn of Mandy, Clyde and Gareth (front) 
MacDonald, posing with Breyten Paulse

2.  A small percentage of the hundreds of school boys who had their photos taken with the coveted cup waiting patiently for their chance.
3.  Some of the school’s “bright sparks” with the trophy as well as Springbok players
4. Os du Randt, ex-Springbok player, with the trophy
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Gautrain
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1.  In mid-2011, the much anticipated Gautrain line opened for service. Over schedule and over budget, the new addition to the province’s 
infrastructure nevertheless impressed all those who used it regularly or rode it as a novelty.

2.  Because the branch line to Hatfi eld station runs parallel to the existing Metrorail line, the Gauteng line provided a new backdrop (and 
background noise) to life at Boys High. Here the inter-house athletic is underway as a train roars past.
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Form III Geography Tour
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formed outside Mr Hassenkamp’s offi  ce to secure 
a space to be a part of the coveted Geography tour 
which allowed 24 boys to go to Golden Gate. This 
was followed by another early morning when we 
met painfully punctually at the fi sh pond at 05:00 on 
Thursday 8 September. Our fi rst stop en route was 
the brick farm where we learnt about the processes 
of obtaining the clay, mixing, shaping and baking the 
bricks. The second stop, at the Vaal Dam, entailed a 
tour of the wall and having the unique opportunity 
of going inside where we viewed the display of 
the history of the dam and the Lesotho Highlands 
Water Project. Then we had breakfast at the Wimpy 
in Bethlehem where we were so happy not to be in 
school at that time.

On arrival at the Glen Reenen campsite in the Golden 
Gate Highlands Park, we set up camp. Shortly after, 
we made a quick hike to the Brandwag, a sandstone 
rock formation. A scary 200m drop with breathtaking 
views over the valley and landscapes was revealed. 
We returned for an evening of leisure with braaing and 
lots of fun. That night we were kept awake by some 
boys singing until dawn, and a blistering cold night, 
where one was lucky to get some sleep. 

Friday morning we had a lengthy hike to 
Mushroom Rock where we learnt about its formation 
by means of exfoliation and the “nipple-forming”. 
We carried on to Wodehouse Peak where we had 
lunch and ten minutes of solitude refl ecting on life 
while enjoying stunning views. We then hurriedly 
returned to Glen Reenen, making it just in time to 
catch the second half of New Zealand versus Samoa 
of the Rugby World Cup, where we watched the 
game, all sweaty and smelly, in the luxurious hotel. 
We then relaxed in the rock pools and “bumslided” 
in the freezing water to our heart’s content. An 
afternoon drive took us around the beautiful park 
and to the Vulture Restaurant, where the less germ-
phobic boys played with the stinky bones. Another 
evening of leisure and fun was had but by this time 
food was starting to become scarce. The night turned 
out to be a noisy night with loud neighbours and the 
boys entertaining some tourists from Israel. 

The next day, we woke up quite early and 
followed a short trail to Holkrans with amazing 
overhangs and the remains of Bushmen paintings. 
We packed up and left, so exhausted after having 
learnt so much and having had so much fun that no 
boy in either kombi was able to keep his eyes open. 
We thank Mr Hassenkamp and Mr Webber for such 
a special outing and really appreciate the time and 
eff ort put in to make it so thoroughly enjoyable.

Felix Mc Gregor

1.  Looking down onto the Golden Gate hotel from the Buttress
2.  On top of the Golden Gate Buttress looking towards Lesotho
3.  Mr Hassenkamp explains the formation of “Mushroom Rock” found 

in the Golden Gate National Park
4. One of the steep ascents on the morning of the Holkrans Hike

1

2

3

4



The Pretorian58

Form IV History Excursion
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1. Visiting the mining village of Cullinan
2.  History pupils at the Premier Mine, still operating after almost a 

century of extracting diamonds
3.  At the edge of the “big hole” in Cullinan, the site of the original 

excavation including the Premier diamond, now in Britain’s 
crown jewels

4. The Form IV History pupils at Sammy Marks House
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Form V German Excursion
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on an excursion to the BMW Plant in Rosslyn. The 
excursion was not only fun, but it also gave us an in-
depth look into one of the German culture’s greatest 
icons – the German automobile.

The BMW Plant Rosslyn has been the birthplace 
of many of the world’s BMWs since 1979, presently 
being the manufacturer of the BMW 3 Series sedans 
destined for the southern hemisphere markets 
and some northern hemisphere markets. It has 
attracted major foreign investment in the South 
African economy and not only leads the way in 
local motor vehicle production, but also retains an 
increasing rate of growth. It has been the test bed 
for many great innovations in BMWs manufacturing 
process, and has also received numerous local and 
international awards, despite being the smallest 
BMW manufacturing plant in the world.

Our tour guide, a very friendly man who is 
passionate about his job and the brand he represents, 
is one of the BMW Plant Rosslyn’s longest-serving 
employees, and he is also the fi rst offi  cial tour guide 
appointed by the plant.

The tour took us through the various 
manufacturing stations around the plant, from 
where the bare skeleton of the car is welded and 
glued together, to where the several layers of 
preparation chemicals and paint are applied and 
on to where the fi nished product that we see on our 

roads drives off  the production line for the fi rst time.
We were amazed at the level of sophistication 

with which these cars are manufactured and we got 
the opportunity to see dome of the most advanced 
technology in action – from self-calibrating robots, to an 
amazing reference system that ensures every car is built 
to the correct specifi cation, no matter the order in which 
the cars arrive at the various stations within the factory.

The tour also opened our eyes to the potential of 
our country’s industrial sector, something that is sadly 
often overshadowed by the negativity showcased 
by the media. It was great to see that something so 
successful and so advanced could be accomplished 
under local management on South African soil, albeit 
with foreign fi nancial backing. Further patriotism is 
also encouraged when one realises that BMW is not 
the only car manufacturer that has identifi ed South 
Africa’s industrial potential and has subsequently 
invested in it, but that there are several other 
manufacturers that have followed suit.

For us, it was a truly great opportunity and a 
memorable experience to witness the workings of 
such a world renowned enterprise, and we can be 
proud of what our country has accomplished in 
terms of economic growth. We left the tour fi lled 
with hope and inspiration, and, at the very least, we 
were all delighted at having missed a day of school.

Johann van Wyk

L‒R: Johann van Wyk, Craig Sim, Bartose Ruszkowski, Jürgen Jacobs, Christoph Jensen, Arnould Kuyper, Daniel Swanepoel, Stephan 
Baggersöhr, Delbert Botes
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First Aid
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First Aiders ready to go… and then the rains came! 
So the Form 1 Camp was moved to the school 
premises instead of being held at Maretlwane and 
the First Aiders were engaged to rove the school 
grounds. Many thanks to Tumelo Masihleho and 
Chris Chirappurathu for giving up their weekend 
to render First Aid to all the Form 1’s who needed 
attention for cuts, grazes and scrapes during their 
adventures at Form 1 Camp. Tumelo and Chris 
did a “roaring trade”, so to speak, and their skills 
in patching up boys and sending them back to the 
action were much appreciated.

Form 1 Camp kicks off  the First Aid season, closely 
followed by the Society display (which was colourful 
and informative with the First Aiders in their bright 
jackets) before the Commencement Ceremony and 
then it is all systems go in support of all the sport at the 
school. Congratulations to all the boys who successfully 
passed the First Aid course and gave service to the 
school afterwards. Unfortunately, there are always boys 
who do the course and then never pitch up to practise 
their skills and learn more about First Aid which is a 
pity and a loss to both the school and themselves.

The committed First Aiders have done a sterling 
job once again this year and attended to boys at all 
the inter-house and inter-schools sports fi xtures at 

home: cross country, water polo, athletics, rugby, 
hockey, swimming galas, basket ball, soccer and 
the Form 1 Charity Sports day were all supported 
by First Aiders where possible. Many, many thanks 
go to Mr Bryce Blum and Mr Greg Howard and 
the whole Parents Association for organising and 
donating the beautiful green PBHS First Aid gazebo. 
It has made a big diff erence to the visibility of the 
First Aid station between the rugby fi elds and is 
very eye-catching: anyone who needs First Aid 
and misses seeing this wonderful gazebo, well, has 
missed out on great First Aid treatment! (Thanks as 
well for the sustenance provided to the First Aiders 
from the PA braai and cool drink station.) This year, 
the First Aiders were divided into teams with senior 
and junior First Aiders “buddied” in a team under 
each of the Sisters. Form 1 volunteers did a great job 
as scribes and obviously learnt a lot from observing 
all that went on. We look forward to having them 
as fully fl edged members next year, once they have 
completed the First Aid course.

One Friday afternoon the Sisters’ offi  ce was 
turned into a Strapping workshop and Eghardt 
Schutte, the 1st Rugby team physio, presented a 
strapping course: much fun was had in strapping 
ankles and knees: see the photo for all the “crocks” 
that had to be strapped!

1

1. Ari Nicolaides treating rugby player at old First Aid tent
2.  New First Aid tent donated by Parents’ Association
3.  First Aid Society display before Commencement Ceremony L–R: Chamond Hwang, Tiano da Conceicao, Erastian Arbadu, Ari Nicolaides, 

George Bowmaker-Falconer
4.  Strapping workshop at Sanatorium L–R: Standing: Mr Eghardt Schutte, Ari Nicolaides, Ryan Dreyer, Daneel Duim, Juan Hanekom, Aiden 

Malan, Chris Chirappurathu, Floris Bonafede

2

3 4



The Pretorian 61

The First Aid Notice board was a mine of information 
this year: newspaper articles on health issues, 
paramedic assistance at road accidents and drowning, 
and tips on Snake bites, Burns and other First Aid 
measures kept the passers-by informed. Many thanks 
to the Chairman, Ari Nicolaides, the Vice Chairman, 
Floris Bonafede, and the committee for keeping the 
society functioning this year: communications get 
easier and easier with email, sms and BBM!

A big “Thank You” also to Mrs Ännchen 
Matthews, our ever faithful “Ambulance Mommy”, 
who is always on duty at rugby fi xtures in case a 
boy needs to be accompanied to Casualty, as well 
as Mr Ben Sithole, who mans the PBHS mini-bus 
for the same purpose. Our volunteer parent doctors 
and nurses were in attendance once again this year 
on every match day for rugby and hockey and their 
expertise and advice is always much appreciated. To 
Mrs Daniela Albers and Mr Kai McEvoy, thank you 
so much for your stalwart support of the First Aid 
Society and all the assistance you give us.

Our Form 5 Farewell braai was held at the School 
House top fi eld (thanks Mr Harvey!) and was a very 
pleasant evening. We said goodbye and heartfelt 
thanks to Tumelo and Chris who have been faithful 
to the Society for 4 years. Sr Stockwell awarded 
various “tongue in cheek” Merit Awards which had 
us all in stitches, eg. The Most Punctual First Aider, 
The Most Abused by a Visiting Team First Aider, 

The Best CPR Instructor of the Year, The Top Gear 
First Aider, The Most Extreme First Aider, The Best 
Side-Kick etc. as well as The Best Scribes to our Form 
1’s. We look forward to this event every year and 
we really wish we could be saying “ Thanks and 
Farewell” to at least 10 Form 5’s each year. So, to all 
the junior boys, hang in there and may YOUR year 
be the one to reach this milestone.

Congratulations to all our boys who were 
awarded Half Colours and Full Colours this year. 
This is the fi rst year that we have had three boys 
receive Full Colours: they richly deserve this for 
their hard work, commitment and willingness to 
go many an extra mile (and hours) in serving their 
fellow school mates. Well done and Thank You.

Sr Jeannette Christian and Sr Carol Stockwell.
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Full Colours:
New award:  Floris Bonafede, Ronk 

Hwang, Ari Nicolaides

Half Colours:
Re-award: George Bowmaker-Falconer
New award:  Tumelo Masihleho, 

Ryan Dreyer, Chamond 
Hwang, Duane van Wyk

First Aid Society

Stretcher: K Nteta. 
Front Row L–R: L de Beer, G Bowmaker-Falconer, Mr K Mc Evoy , A Nicolaides, F Bonafede, 

Mrs D Albers, R Hwang. 
Second Row L–R: C Kissoon, W Sales, C Hwang, A Malan, K Obodozie, D Duim, R Dreyer, 

T Masihleho, E Arbado, K Moatshe.
Back Row L–R: Sr J Christian (Staff -in-Charge), C Leslie, C Williamson, Sr C Stockwell (Staff -in-Charge). 

Absent: J Paradza, K Naidoo, A da Conceicaö, J Cragg, C Chirappurathu.

Strapping workshop: Form 5 
First Aiders Tumelo Masihleho, 

Chris Chirappurathu
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Here at the Media Centre you will fi nd rows and 
rows of shelves fi lled with books and boys absorbed 
in novels. There are also those doing homework and 
those working on the computers. Media Prefects 
scurry about performing their duties. This can be 
described as a typical afternoon-scene at the Media 
Centre.

This year the Media Centre has grown from 
strength to strength with many activities occurring 
and numerous improvements being implemented. 

We started the year off  with the annual training 
where we trained all the new Form 1 boys and 
refreshed the memories of the other Media Prefects. 
It is critical that everyone knows what to do so that 
everything runs smoothly in the library. 

Next followed the annual Media Prefect Bash 
where Media Prefects from schools all over Pretoria 
met at Pretoria High School for Girls. Here we met 
many fellow Media Prefects and had tremendous 
fun. 

Throughout the year we had many exciting 
displays in the Media Centre. A total of 11 displays 
were put up - each for about three weeks. Reading, 
Earth Hour, the Cricket World Cup, Arbor Week, 
Space, the Rugby World Cup, Nelson Mandela Day 
and Boys High in the News were a few of the themes. 
Our sincere thanks go out to Angelo Bernardi and 
those Media Prefects who helped Delbert and 
sacrifi ced their time to prepare and put up these 
very informative displays.

We also started a new system where previous 
exam papers are made available on the computers 
by means of scanning them into electronic form. This 
has greatly improved the exam system and saves a 
lot of time for boys and staff . 

Currently the Media Centre is very cramped and 
we are battling to fi nd enough storage space for 
our 17,100 books. We have once again added extra 
shelving but this will soon be inadequate as we have 
accessioned 1150 new books for this year. We are all 
very excited when seeing plans of the proposed new 
Media Centre and wait in eager anticipation for the 
day when the new library opens its doors.

Once again the Media Centre collected books 
and magazines to donate to a shelter for orphans 
in Atteridgeville and also to the Ponelopele Oracle 

Secondary School for under privilege children 
started by Oracle in Midrand.

During National Arbor Week the Media Centre 
once again donated a tree to Banareng Primary 
School in Atteridgeville. Mrs Mahlangu, Damian 
Sinovich, Angelo Bernardi and Mbulelo Jimlongoe 
presented a peach tree to the school on behalf of 
Pretoria Boys High Media Centre.

The Media Camp took place during the last 
week of August and was once again a huge success. 
During this weekend we build new friendships and 
had lots of fun.

To end the year all the Media Prefects came 
together for a pizza and a fi lm in the GP Room 

Our sincere congratulations go to the following 
boys who achieved colours for service to the Media 
Centre:

From all the Media Prefects our sincere thanks go 
to Mrs Theron and Mrs Mahlangu for all their hard 
work in the Media Centre. Thank you also to all the 
Media Prefects for their loyalty and dedication. We 
hope that boys now sincerely believe the following 
quote and will make full use of our Media Centre:

“A library is not a luxury but one of the necessities of life” 
– Henry Ward Beecher

Delbert Botes Form V Abernethy
Head Media Prefect

Media Centre
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Honours:
Delbert Botes  Form V Abernethy

Full Colours:
Jonathan Kawanga Form V Town
Dylan Pullock Form V Abernethy

Half Colours:
Damian Sinovich Form IV Town
Angelo Bernardi Form IV Arcadia
Duncan Thomas Form III Abernethy
Mohammed Ebrahim Form III Armstrong
Mbulelo Jimlongoe Form III Sunnyside
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Front Row L–R: A Bernardi, D Botes, Mrs A Theron (Teacher-in-Charge), J Kawanga, D Pullock. 
Second Row L–R: J Olusegun, D Hollier, J Coetzee, J Idowu, M Blignaut, T Stadler, S Matema.

Back Row L–R: R Hoekstra, D Sparrow, D Sinovich, M Jimlongoe, N Moerane. 
Absent: M Reeler. 

Arbor day activity: media prefects and the tree donated to Bonareng 
Primary School.

Ronnie Molaba and the headmistress Mrs Paula Sithole at Bonareng 
Primary School on Arbor Day.
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Media Centre Report
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1. Delbert Botes with the Cricket World Cup display.
2. Media prefects camp: the mud obstacle.
3.  Earth Day display in the Media Centre.
4.  On the obstacle course at the camp.
5. Arbor Week display.
6. Media prefects enjoying a weekend away on the annual camp.
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The Boys Highlights editorial committee experienced 
a major shift in responsibility as Mr Mansfi eld 
relinquished his position as Master in Charge 
after nine years at the helm of the newspaper. 
Despite this change, editor Ian Currie and his team 
worked hard to produce the August 2011 edition 
This featured a front page feature on one of Boys 
High’s longest standing Mathematics teachers, Mrs 
Holliday. 

The August edition would also be the last of many 
of the newspaper’s major contributors over the past 
few years, including editor Ian Currie, Michael 
McLaggan, Stephen Purkiss and Lloyd Parker.

The committee inherited a new editor in the form 
of Ari Nicolaides after the departure of the form 
5s, who took all the challenges and responsibilities 
that come with being an editor in his stride. The 
new writing group produced a bumper twelve page 
edition in November, only the second edition of this 
length since the paper was re-established in 2003. 

It included a front page exposé on the plans for the 
new school hall, as well as farewell articles on some 
of the school’s longest serving teachers such as Mrs 
Donaldson and Mr Fowler. 

There was also a page dedicated to the 50th 
anniversary of the pipe band, and an inside scoop 
into the infamous “Connor Henry Video”.

On the whole, it was enjoyable year made a 
pleasure by working with mature young writers. I 
would like to thank Ms Heuer for her tireless proof-
reading, as well as Ari and Ian for their hard work 
this year.

On behalf of the 2011 committee and all the editors 
since 2003, I would like to extend thanks to Mr 
Mansfi eld for his time in charge and the enthusiasm 
he showed in re-introducing the paper which has 
produced so many good writers. 

O Field 
May 2012

Boys Highlights Report
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     THE WINTER EDITION

Mrs Holliday, Head of Maths at Pretoria Boys High 

School, has travelled an exciting and diverse path to 

both South Africa and Pretoria Boys. 

Growing up in a small town in Poland, it is unlikely that 

she ever imagined herself leading a strong and 

decorated maths department in temperate Pretoria at 

any stage in her life. However, she did end up here, 

and as all her students have told me, they are 

delighted to have her. This is the story of how Mrs 

Holliday got here, and began changing South African 

lives.

Mrs Holliday grew up in Communist Poland, a country 

bordering what was then the USSR, and remembers as 

a child queuing for oranges at Christmas, and using 

ration cards to secure the allotted amount of 

Chocolate or shoes. Those who smoked would swop 

out chocolate cards for cigarette cards, and this was 

normality for her, “It didn't seem strange to me, it was 

just how it always was.” 

The Chernobyl Nuclear Disaster certainly stirred things 

up in Poland, and brought about a number of 

fascinating changes in her life. She recalls having to 

drink pure iodine and not eat for half an hour, to allow 

the element to absorb radioactivity. In that summer 

“berries the size of your thumb nail grew to the size of 

plums” and the country could not bring in harvests for 

two years.  The Russian soldiers that were sent in to 

clean up the nuclear waste arrived armed only with 

spades, and within 24 hours they all died due to 

radioactivity exposure. She speaks of a strange burn 

you would get on your skin for many months afterward 

if you tried to tan. “There was no such thing as tanning, 

and you would only burn.” Indoors was the safest place 

to be during the period, and the nation’s beaches 

were closed. A nuclear cloud that passed over large 

portions of Eastern Europe. “We often joked that I could 

have been a glow in the dark teacher!”

The 1989 Polish Revolution is not a period Mrs Holliday 

remembers with much clarity; she puts this down to being in a 

small town life carried on as normal, whereas in the bigger 

cities, sweeping changes were changing the landscape of the 

nation. She remembers more how quickly she grew up in 

comparison to her children, chalking the early independence 

up to a reliance on public transport by children who had just 

started school. Getting from one place to another, whether 

socially or in school, was up to the children. “In South Africa, the 

public transport is Moms. We do everything,” she says with a 

smile. 

Free Education in Poland was a positive memorial to the 

Communist regime, and the soaring literacy rates in the region 

are testament to that. School in Poland was very different to 

school in Pretoria. If the temperature inside dropped below 16 

degrees Celcius School was closed (it means approximately 

minus 28 degrees outside!), as it was deemed too dangerous 

to travel to and from school in such conditions. In winter, we 

are lucky if temperatures reach 16 degrees. Schools were like 

“a different world. Once the doors shut behind you, anything 

could happen outside and you would not know it.” 

Mrs Holliday was torn between studying Medicine and Science, 

but on a tour of a university she told me that “The labs and 

experiments looked like a lot more fun.” Mrs Holliday studied in 

Warsaw and then did a year at the then brand-new Free 

University in Amsterdam. She completed her Masters Degree in 

Science in May 1997 in Theoretical Particle Physics, writing her 

paper on Deep Inelastic Scattering. She assured me that was 

the “simpler” version of the paper's title. During her Masters, she 

studied under Nobel Prize winning Scientist Carlo Rubbia at the 

CERN Particle Accelerator Lab, the same one seen in the 

movie Angels and Demons! 

Although she seemed set to become the next big thing in the 

world of physics, Mrs Holliday's life was about to take an 

exciting turn. She had a decision to make. Either she could 

continue with her experiment at CERN and complete her 

doctorate or travel to South Africa to be with her now-husband, 

whom she met at the University in Amsterdam. Luckily for Boy's 

High maths pupils, the romantic soul inside her won the day 

and she sailed into murky South African waters in August 1997. 

After trying to find a position at the Cape Accelerator and 

toying with the idea of becoming a pilot, which “didn't take 

off”, she managed to find a position as an interim Science 

teacher at Boys High in November 1997. Adjustment to life in 

South Africa was difficult, as things as simple as “braai, 

boerewors and rugby came as a surprise as we do not have 

them in Poland.  But I was determined to not make South Africa 

a 'Little Poland' for me. I left Poland behind and my new life 

began.” Mrs Holliday and her family, she has two children, still 

go back to Poland every Christmas to be with her parents. 

Christmas in Poland is a massive event, so much more than a 

day. “I was determined that they should experience that side 

of their culture,” she said. 

Mrs Holliday taught Science at Boys High and helped out in the 

maths department until 2005, when Mr Junod left for Bush 

School. Mrs Holliday became the unofficial HOD and took over 

a challenging new role. “At the time I was appointed, I had 

more Science classes in my timetable than Maths classes. That 

was quite interesting to me.” 

Although teaching didn't seem to be an obvious career path 

for her, Mrs Holliday has an obvious and enveloping passion 

for her job. It shines through when she discusses her plans and 

experiences, and it is easy to see why Maths can be made 

fun in her class. “We had teachers in my family,” she said, “and 

it is a gift to be able to relate knowledge to a classroom.” 

When I asked if she had found her purpose Mrs Holliday 

laughed and said, “Yes, I suppose you could say that I 

stumbled into my passion.”

Cont. on Pg 2

GLOW-IN-THE-DARK TEACHER

BY IAN CURRIE

Photo: 

J van 

Wyk THE KING & I
BY LLOYD PARKER

With yet another superb performance from the Drama Department, 

this year's “KING AND I” ranked up there with one of Boys High's finest 

shows ever. 

Boys having to play girls in the past was certainly a humourous, but 

tough challenge. Boys now having to work in correlation with actual 

girls could be an even a greater challenge. This dual performance 

with our sister school, Pretoria Girls High, was a first tim
e for most of 

our fine actors.

It was obvious how serious this year's annual production was going to 

be when auditions for main roles already began last year. Countless 

hours of learning lines, rehearsals and sacrificing studies required 

from the performers. As the opening night drew nearer, the 

rehearsals were almost daily and ended well after 10pm. Stress levels 

built up, not only among the performers, but also among the large 

backstage, sound and technical crew. Amidst all this, the entire crew 

and cast pulled off a scintillating and unforgettable show.

A lot happened backstage building up to the opening night. Many 

new friends, from very different places, were made. Newcomer, 

Stefan Snyders, said, “it was an experience where we met different 

people and made new friends.” 

The performers constantly did homework during breaks.They tried to 

use rehearsals as a reason for homework not done, poor test marks 

and droopy eyes as they tried their level best to sneak a quick 5 

minute nap every time the teacher wasn't looking. Sadly, the 

unforgiving staff did not give into this “madness.”

The main role, the “King”, was played by the “cultural man” of Boys 

High: Geoffrey Smuts. This highly talented young man is not only a 

gifted actor, but he also shines brightest when he sings or solos for 

the choir. Miss van Zyl believes that ” Geoffrey is absolutely amazing” 

and “should certainly pursue acting as a career.” Such high praise 

from a lady of high standards is a clear illustration of Geoffrey's 

amazing talent. Geoff had this to say after the production:”The whole 

experience was amazing and I encourage everyone who can to 

take part in Girls High's performance of Hairspray so they can 

become as inspired as I am.”

One cannot forget the highly important role the music plays in a 

musical. The small, live band, headed by Miss Hornsveld, provided 

world-class music which never faulted as the stage performers 

embraced all the praise.   

If professionalism is what we wanted, we were not disappointed. High 

class microphones, costumes hired from the state theater itself and 

lights, worth over R2 million, were used. This production will certainly 

be remembered for many years to come and is a grand welcome 

to Mr Reeler from Miss van Zyl and the drama department.

July 2011
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Technical Support Team

As usual the Technical Support Team had quite a 
busy and productive year. Apart from their weekly 
duties during assembly they had many functions 
that they had to cater for as far as sound is concerned 
like Old Boys’ Dinners, the New Parents’ Braai, 
art exhibitions and the many functions in the hall. 
We were blessed this year by a new sound system 
donated to us by the PA after our sound system had 
a run-in with water polo. Thank you very much! The 
highlight of their years must have been the “King and 
I”. Although we got a professional company, Blue 
Array, in to do the sound and lights, they still had 
lots to do like follow spotting. I don’t think anyone 
wanted to do it. The reason being there was no fi ght 
about who was going to do the follow spotting. 
I don’t think anyone wanted to do it. The reason 
being that they would be miles away from the stage 
and the girls. Don’t forget the girls! Girls High’s 

technical girls joined our technical boys on stage for 
scene changes and a wonderful time was had by all 
– especially in between scene changes. But, all jokes 
aside, the boys and girls worked together like the 
troopers they all are and did a sterling job! I must 
mention the two stage managers I had from Girls’ 
High, Rebecca Wiese and Chantelle Fekete. What 
stars! So professional! I am sure my boys learned 
a lot from them. Last but not least, our technical 
stage manager Nathan Fryer who held it all together 
backstage with the scene changes. He left Boys’ 
High at the end of 2011 after having the served the 
club for fi ve years and will be sorely missed by all. 
We are very fortunate to have a very strong technical 
team at present and my mind is quite at ease for the 
next two years at least.

Amanda van Zyl

Front Row L–R: K Harrower, N Fryer (Chairman), Miss A van Zyl (Teacher-in-Charge), D Thomas (Vice-Chairman), R Harrington-Johnson. 
Back Row L–R: Y Ngubegusha, L Mofokeng, M Petje, U Chonco. 

Absent: K Obodozie, K Mpipi.
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very fortunate I am in being Master-in-Charge of the 
Outreach Society. It is one of the few activities that 
take place at school where the focus is not about the 
boys and their achievements but about the people to 
whom we are reaching out. It is really an opportunity 
for each boy who gets involved to consider others 
above himself. As Master-in-Charge it also gives me 
an opportunity to see an amazing side of the boys. 
After each outing, I realise what wonderful boys we 
have at Boys High and how incredibly giving they 
are. 

This year has been a very busy one as we have 
increased the number of visits we make to Huis 
Johannes Postma and the Mohau Centre. Both of 
these outreaches are fi rm favourites with the boys. 
As I have to limit numbers to both places, the boys 
make sure they get their names to me early and there 
is generally a waiting list in case someone cancels. It 
has been a joy to see more juniors getting involved as 
they are the future of the society. Their enthusiasm 
has brought in more boys than ever before.

It was very heart-warming to see the amazing 
response from parents and boys to our call for help 
when the Salvokop Street Shelter was robbed. Thank 
you to everyone who opened their purses and 
cupboards; the response was overwhelming. We 
were able to give them enough food to keep them 
going for a couple of weeks. Our regular collections 

of stationery, clothes, food etcetera are an example of 
the generosity of the Boys High community.

We continue with our regular soccer matches 
against the Street Shelter. These have become 
extremely popular as boys who are not involved in 
regular outreach activities have an opportunity to 
enjoy an afternoon of fun.

Every year I bemoan the fact that the Form 4 and 
Form 5 boys leave their involvement in the Outreach 
Society to their last year or eighteen months of 
school. For many of them, their reasons for joining 
are so that they can get hours of community service 
for medical degrees. It does not take long before that 
reason becomes less important and the enjoyment 
they get from the outreaches supersedes what might 
be their selfi sh reasons.

My chairman this year, Floris Bonafede, has 
proved to be very capable and enthusiastic. He has 
taken control, encouraged new members and been 
an absolute asset to the society. I look forward to 
working with him for another year.

Once again, I have to thank the boys for giving 
their time to enrich the lives of those less fortunate. 
I know that in giving, their own lives are enriched 
and they are growing into caring, thoughtful young 
men.

Mrs P Vlag 
MIC

Standing L–R: F Bonafede, Mrs P Vlag (Teacher-in-Charge).



The Pretorian68

RCL and Outreach
SE

RV
IC

E
This has been yet another successful year, a year of 
ups and downs, sad goodbyes and the beginning of 
a new era for the RCL.

At the beginning of the year we set out with many 
goals for the RCL, with our main priority being to 
help the people and organisations that are in need, 
in the form of food, clothes and funds.

In 2010, the RCL managed to raised the incredible 
amount of R100 000. So this set our fi nancial goal 
for 2011 at R110 00 which would not be an easy 
task. The money that was raised was made up of 
the four civvies days, which brought in over R20 
000; the Form 1 Sports Day which raised R22 000, 
International Day which added about R28 000, the 
Talent Show which raised R7 000 and the Hypnotist 
Show which added another R7 000. This left our total 
at R87 000. Although we did not reach our goal of 
R110 000, we defi nitely reached all other goals and 
laid a good foundation for the future of the RCL.

The highlight of the year for me was visiting 
the Kingdom Life Children’s Centre, which is an 

orphanage and one of the charities that we fund. 
This was an eye-opening experience that made me 
truly grateful for everything that I have and made 
me realise how privileged I am to go to a school like 
PBHS.

A word of thanks must go to Dylan Thompson 
(vice-chairman) and Keamo Konopi (secretary) as 
well as the rest of the RCL members whom I have 
had the honour of leading. In particular, I would 
like to thank Mrs Donaldson who has been the heart 
and soul of the RCL for many years. Her hard work, 
dedication, kindness and caring heart are what 
have made the RCL a success year after year. She 
has made a lasting impression on all the boys that 
she has taught and she will be sorely missed in the 
future. I will always cherish the valuable lessons 
that she has taught me and I would like to wish her 
everything of the best for her retirement.

Gareth Hudson
Chairman

RCL

RCL

Front Row L–R: J Jennings, C Craig, K Konopi, G Hudson, Mrs H Donaldson (Teacher-in-Charge), D Thomson, R Collins, L Gultig.
Second Row L–R: T Sibanda, M Jimlongoe, J Oguttu, R Cameron, A Nunn, M Schumann, A Ngelanga, P Volschenk, T Ramaila.

Back Row L–R: J Fee, L Robinson, D Sinovich, D Drabile, M Zietsman, S Geldenhuys, D Dawson, A Nicolaides.
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The RCL at Pretoria Boys High School has many 
functions. It is fi rstly the voice of the pupils. Here, 
at fortnightly meetings, their chosen representatives 
meet to discuss and debate any subjects raised by the 
boys. Their suggestions, concerns and grievances are 
discussed and then laid before the Headmaster by the 
Chairman and Teacher Liaison Offi  cer. The Chairman 
also attends the quarterly meetings of the School 
Governing Body where he reports to the governors.

The second function of the RCL is as the major 
fund raiser for charity in the school. The money 
raised during the year is allocated to various 
charities or institutions

and handed over at our charity assembly in 
November.

This year the Form I Charity Sports Day raised 
R30,000 – far more than ever before due to the 
amazing donations by Abernethy and Sunnyside 
who put all the other houses to shame. The quarterly 
“Civvies” days raised around R20,000 and the 
International Day, on the last day of Term III and 
organised by the Form IV’s, managed to bring in an 
amount in excess of R20,000. The Talent Show and 
the Hypnotist Show also brought in around R10,000. 
This was donated to Kingdom Life Children’s Centre 
(R30,000), to Salvokop Street Shelter (R30,000), and 
to The South African Guide Dogs (R10,000) at the 
annual Charity Assembly.

Boys on the RCL are also to be congratulated for 
their participation in the “Beadathon” which was 
in support of a home for unwed mothers, a very 
worthy cause, and for joining in the march to protest 
violence against women and children.

The task of RCL Liaison Offi  cer is not one I have 
found onerous. I have been privileged, in the last 15 
years, to have seen the fi nest in the boys. Their hard 
work and commitment to others has continued to 
warm my heart. It is here they have learnt to care for 
others and if we can inculcate this spirit of giving in all 
our children, we will build a fi ner and richer country.

This year the RCL functioned effi  ciently under 
the chairmanship of Gareth Hudson. His warmth, 
compassion for others and quiet, yet able, leadership 
made him easy to work with and I thank him. My 
thanks also go to Dylan Thomson, the vice chairman 
whose cheerful personality and willingness to do 
all and more than was asked of him was a joy, and 
to Keamo Konopi, the Secretary, for his accurate 
recording of the minutes. 

Helene Donaldson
Teacher Liaison Offi  cer: RCL

The Representative Council of Learners

Above: Views of the 2011 “International Day” organised by the RCL as 
one of its fund raising initiatives.
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The Outreach Programme, initiated by Mr Schroder 
in 2002, was intended simply as a means to reach 
out to those less fortunate in our community. It has 
exceeded all expectations and for me – and all the 
boys who have participated – has been a deeply 
satisfying and enriching experience. Over the last 
nine years we have painted murals on the walls of an 
orphanage, decorated a children’s cancer ward, built 
walls and erected security gates at a children’s home, 
begun feeding schemes, established fi ve libraries at 
needy schools, sunk boreholes and started vegetable 
gardens in poor areas.

While doing this we have met and made friends 
across cultural, economic and language barriers.

The “planned giving,” begun in 2006, has grown to 
where we now supply stationery to Bramley Children’s 
Home, The Salvokop Street Shelter, Kingdom Life 
Children’s Centre in Saulsville and the Mohau Centre 
for AIDS orphans at Kalafong Hospital. This is usually 
enough for their annual needs. Thanks to an extremely 
generous donation of stationery from Macro this year 
(thanks to Mr Paro!) we also helped Masizane Primary 
School and Streetwise in Mamelodi. 

The clothing and blankets drive continued during 
the second term and yet again ensured a warmer 
winter for many in the orphanages and shelters 
we support, as well as the Tumelong Haven in the 
Winterveldt where there are many child-headed 
families due to the scourge of AIDS. In the third 
term we collected groceries. One of our shelters 
at Salvokop was burgled and lost all their kitchen 
equipment and both their generators. Thanks to the 
amazing generosity of our parents, children and 
some staff  members, we donated enough to them to 
replace their kitchen utensils and also ensured that 
no one went to bed hungry. The R30,000 donated by 
the RCL at the charity assembly in November has 

been used to repair and replace their damaged fence 
and has put up a solar-powered electric fence and 
gate for them. Hopefully this will provide them with 
a safer home. The borehole at Masizane Primary 
School, sunk in 2007, was also repaired.

The Social Outreach under the inspired and 
deeply caring direction of Mrs Penny Vlag continues 
to grow apace. Here the emphasis falls on social 
interaction between our boys and the children 
at the Mohau Centre and soccer matches against 
children from the street shelters. This year has seen 
the Basketball boys, under the cheerful and willing 
leadership of Miss Caterina Christodoulou, begin to 
participate in the Outreach Programme by teaching 
little ones from Mohau the rules of the game. She 
intends expanding this next year to include matches 
and fun days with boys from the street shelters. 
We wish that this example would encourage all the 
sports at PBHS to become involved in some form of 
outreach. It is so good for the boys.

In closing I would like to extend my very 
sincere thanks to the people who have helped me 
over the years: the parents and children for their 
overwhelming generosity,

Penny Vlag for her wholehearted support for me 
and the way she has “grown” the social outreach, 
Mr Patrick Vermeulen for his unwavering support 
and his willingness to drop all and go to the aid 
of those in need. I could never have done the job 
without them.

I wish the team that takes over the Outreach 
Programme good luck in the future. I hope the years 
to come will be as fruitful for them and as fi lled with 
joy as mine have been.

Helene Donaldson
MIC Outreach Programme

The Outreach Programme
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Junior City Council
The Junior City Council (JCC) of Pretoria is a non-
profi t organisation which was founded in 1979, “The 
Year of the Child”. Its main aim is to serve the youth 
and the community by organising several events 
aimed at providing opportunities for the youth to 
raise money for charity.

The council consists of eighty representatives 
from schools in Pretoria (Tshwane). Each school is 
represented by three council members: a Grade 10, 
11 and 12 pupil. The Boys High representatives are 
Mitchell Black, Danai Banga and JJ van Niekerk. The 
three Boys High members are supervised by Mrs 
Kloppers. The members of the council elect the Junior 
City Council management. The top managerial 
position is the Junior Mayor who is currently 
Clarindi Greeff  of Afrikaans Hoër Meisieskool. The 
council is divided into committees, each in charge of 
their own events:
• The Arts Committee organises an art competition 

and a singing competition.
• The Cultural Committee organises the Mr and 

Mrs JCC Beauty Pageant.
• The Sports Committee organises the Fun Run 

and Touch Rugby Day.
• The Youth Committee hosts the Youth Ball.
• The Vitae Committee hosts the General Knowledge 

Quiz and publishes the JCC’s magazine.
• The last and largest committee is the Grade 10 

Committee which is in charge of the Golf Day.

Earlier this year in April, JJ van Niekerk left his role 
as Vice-Chairman of the Vitae Committee due to a 
new generation of Grade 11’s taking management 
of the council. Mitchell Black and Danai Banga are 
both on the Arts Committee with Danai Banga being 
the Vice-Chairman of that committee. Mitchell and 
Danai enjoyed organising the talent show which 
proved to be an evening full of talent and laughter. 
A new programme was also started this year in the 
council in which Mitchell and Danai made visits to 
the charities once a term in order to connect with the 
benefi ciaries of the money raised.

The Junior City Council means a lot to those 
who are immediately aff ected by it. These include 
participants in the various competitions as well as 
those serving in its ranks, but it especially aff ects its 
benefi ciaries. This year the funds have been raised 
for the Paul Jungnickel Home and Van Rensburg 
Monument Tehuis charities. It is really special for 
the council members to raise funds for the charities 
because we have formed special bonds from the 
regular visits we make to the charities. It is our 
pledge, as Boys High representatives, to inform 
students of upcoming events in the hope that those 
who attend will build strong relationships with 
pupils from other schools. This is our hope for the 
future.

Danai Banga

Junior City Council

Front Row L–R: M Black, Mrs L Kloppers (Teacher-in-Charge), J van Niekerk, Danai Banga.
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L We knew this was going to be an interesting year 
when, two days before the fi rst group of Bush School 
Boys arrived in January, Maretlwane experienced a 
one in a hundred year fl ood which not only reshaped 
the river course in many places but washed away 
our water pump, fl ooded our storerooms and fi lled 
the ‘swemgat’ to the brim with sand! As if this was 
not bad enough a portion of our northern game 
fence was washed away with the result that much of 
the game escaped before it could be repaired.

With Jon-Reece Evans having resigned as Farm 
Manager at the end of 2010, Patrick Nkadimeng 
was appointed as Acting Farm Manager for the 
year, a task which he fulfi lled with great devotion. 
There was considerable movement of staff  this 
year. Jeanne van der Merwe left us at the end of 
the fi rst term to get married and take up a teaching 
post in Accounting at the main School. In her 
place we appointed Ms Leonie Prinsloo in a part-
time capacity. Ms Kayley Hamann, a fourth year 
student from the University of Pretoria, also joined 
the team for Terms two and three. At the beginning 
of the third term our part-time caterer and cook, 
Wanda Opperman, left us, and Nedene van 
Wyk, our longstanding ‘Stooge’, took over these 
responsibilities very capably.

 As far as P.B.H.S. is concerned, the Maretlwane 
Bush School has sadly come to an end, in spite of 
its great success in terms of its aims and outcomes. 
The decision of the School that it could no longer 
support a three term Bush School model, resulted 
in the bequest of the property to P.B.H.S. being 
withdrawn. As a result, P.B.H.S. has decided to 
explore a new shorter outdoor education model 
elsewhere. We wish the School every success in its 
new endeavour. 

The last tree planting ceremony at the end of the 
Term III 2011 Bush School was particularly moving, 
as those present realized that this was the closing 
of an era. In various speeches by the boys Jordan 

1

2

1.  The Maretlwane permanent staff . Back L–R: Dumisane Langa, 
Sandile Mashilo, Tshepo Mosotho, Patrick Nkadimeng, Alex Junod 
with Taff y. Middle L–R: Joshua Nhlapo, Doctor Mohlala, John 
Napo, Les Junod with Nyala. Front: Thabo Mosotho. 
Absent: Pooh-Bah.

2.  Happy Maretlwane smiles – some of the Term III boys, L–R: 
Sebastian Scheepers, Christopher Voorendyk, Joost Froeling, Johan 
van Rensburg and Daniel Hand.

3. Declan Wash and Greg Vieira canoeing on Buff elspoort Dam. 3
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LWilliams said, “Trees have given us many resources, 

but this specifi c tree gives the Bush School life and 
a memory of the last Boys High Bush School.” Kyle 
Plage said, “Just as this tree will blossom, so have 
we into young men.” Finally, Jake Blew fi nished off  
by saying, “And now to my 31 brothers….. We came 
here as unknown souls, but leave here as brothers. 
There is so much potential in this group and I can’t 
wait to spend the rest of my Boys High career and 
beyond with you.” 

In our technologically cluttered world the 
importance of outdoor education in developing a 
sense of responsibility in the lives of young people 
cannot be over-emphasized. They need to be taken 
out of their comfort zone and stripped of their false 
securities to develop a true realization of and a 
belief in self. This results in a radically accelerated 
maturing process to adulthood. Solitude and quiet 
refl ection in the context of the natural environment 
helps to rejuvenate the spirit and sensitizes the 
individual to an awareness of God through His 
creation. Of course the ultimate hope is to return 
young people to society with a balanced perspective 
of life and a belief that they have a positive role to 
play in South Africa and as planet managers of the 
world at large.

We know that the memory of the Maretlwane 
Bush School will remain impregnated in many a 
Boys High boy’s heart and mind. We also trust that 
the philosophies learnt here will remain part of 
their lives to come. They will always be welcome 
in this special place and our intention is to start a 
group called “The Friends of Maretlwane”. This will 
give an opportunity for all those, young and old, to 
rekindle their love of nature and of the farm.

Thank you for the opportunity to have been able 
to realize the dream of helping to establish the fi rst 
proper African Bush School. It has indeed been a 
privilege for my wife Les and me.

Alex Junod

1

2

3

4

1.  The summer terms at Maretlwane are particularly rewarding by 
being able to “go to school” topless. Malcolm Armstrong fi nds 
teaching History in this ancient environment a joy.

2.  The rewards of a weekend’s fi shing at Buff elspoort Dam, a 
particularly good catch in Term I this year.

3.  The Term I boys enjoying a lesson with a diff erence in the 
Maretlwane River.

4.  Mr Rob Bentley teaching the Term I boys about renewable energy 
using a water wheel.
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“I’m sure you will all agree that it was with much 
trepidation that we left each other on the fi rst day 
of this wonderful adventure. Was it the fear of the 
unknown or the excitement of the journey that lay 
ahead that turned our stomachs two months ago? 
We were all small and insecure as we waved our 
goodbyes, simply because our normal and habitual 
lifestyles had been toppled – well so we thought. 
However, little did we know, even as parents of 
these fi ne young men, just how much we would 
grow in the process. 

On our return for the parent weekend after a 
month, we could already see a confi dence boiling 
over from their contented souls. They had grown 
in stature, self-esteem and independence. As they 
proudly escorted us around their new home, you 
could sense the building of a brotherhood that 
few young men in this world have the privilege of 
experiencing. I can only say that as parents of these 
young men, our hearts are fi lled with enormous 
gratitude for their experiences in a remarkable 
setting like Maretlwane. 

How we were entertained with stories of courage 
(the ‘big jump’), stories of fear (electric storms and 
baboons), stories of perseverance (carrying a heavy 
pack over mountains and rivers during the hike), 
appreciation of all things great and small, stories of 
camaraderie (lifting the spirits of others when they 
were feeling low), stories of culinary excellence in 
the kitchen, tales of hygiene and cleanliness, laundry 
woes and rotting toes. Let us not forget that this is 
Bush School, ‘School’ being the operative word. It 
certainly hasn’t sounded like school at all up to this 
point has it? Well, this entire farm is the biggest and 
wealthiest classroom in the world. Although the 
boys had to sit at desks out in the open or under a 
shelter as the rain water passed under their chairs 
making them sink deeper and deeper into the mud, 
it still wasn’t like school, but work they did! Did they 
learn? Did they enjoy learning? I need not answer 
those questions.

So it is at this point we must acknowledge the 
very special team we have entrusted our boys to. 

Behind the scenes at any successful institution is a 
team of hardworking staff  who often go unnoticed. 
To the support staff , some of whom we have not met, 
who complete important duties around the farm, 
bettering the lives of our boys, we are extremely 
grateful. 

Jeanne and your talented group of catering staff , 
thank you for the delicious meals we heard so much 

about in our weekly letters. I can only liken feeding 
teenage boys, to Mopani worms, converging on a 
Mopani tree and stripping it bare of all its leaves in 
minutes! You had no easy task, but judging by the 
healthy bodies we are surrounded by, you and your 
staff  have done an outstanding job. We all hope, 
that as you open the new chapter in your life that 
will require you cooking for your husband, you 
have taken some valuable culinary tips and recipes 
of wild concoctions with you, created by the boys. 
You have also been the “Lady with the lamp,” our 
very own “Florence Nightingale.” Thankfully no 
major accidents occurred and we thank you for 
looking after our boys whenever they felt under 
the weather. 

Malcolm, or should I say “Sergeant Armstrong!”, 
someone has to make sure these chaps didn’t fall 
off  the rails and you did just that. Boys especially 
thrive on routine and discipline, and you performed 
this very onerous task with compassion and dignity. 
Each and every boy has learnt so much from your 
guidance and gentle persuasion. Your knowledge 
and love of the environment will leave an indelible 
imprint in their minds, and for this we are extremely 
grateful.

Behind every great man there is an even greater 
woman. Les, the “Mother Hen of Maretlwane.” 
‘Organized’, ‘dedicated’ and ‘nurturing’ are just 
some of the adjectives that spring to mind when 
describing this wonderful lady. It is a diffi  cult 
job being surrounded by so many men, yet you 
have kept them all in line with your caring and 
compassionate demeanour. Thank you for your 
invaluable contribution to the development of our 
boys.

Last and not least to the great man I alluded to 
earlier, Alex. Your tireless eff ort over the years and the 
calibre of boy that has emerged from the Bush School 
is testament to your dedication and commitment to 
the education of our youth. Leadership is not only 
practicing what you preach, but preaching what 
you practice. You have a unique quality and ability 
of identifying the strengths of every individual; 
nurturing them and helping them realize their full 
potential. We can only hope that your vision for the 
future of Bush School remains intact and many more 
special boys pass through your fi ngertips on their 
way to adulthood.” 

 “One of the best things in the world is to be a boy. It 
requires no experience, but needs some practice to be a 
good one.” Charles Dudley Warner

Speech by Norman Stratford
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“To me, as Andrew’s mom, this pic says it all. Andrew 
looks happy, relaxed, content and he is having the 
time of his life! That is as much as a parent can want 
for his/her child.

The words I remember in my heart are when 
Andrew said “Mom, when the sun went down on the 
last day of Bush School, I was so sad because I knew it 
was over”. Gosh, I still get a lump in my throat!

We have always loved Andrew just the way he is 
but after the Bush School experience he is so much 
more than the person he was. His confi dence is so 
evident, his self-esteem healthy, he carries himself 
tall and most of all we can clearly see that he really 
knows and likes himself.

He came home more aware of where he fi ts in, at 
home, school and the world. He has a really good idea 
of what he wants to contribute to the planet while he 
is here. His aff ection towards family has grown even 
deeper, his attention to his sister comforting and he 
keeps us in check when too many days have gone 
by without some “good healthy family time”. His 

awareness of how we all fi t together has grown and 
he is quite sure of what he wants from his family. We 
get so much from him in return. Andrew has always 
been confi dent but now he carries himself as if he 
“owns the world”, yet he is nicely modest about it. 
We are constantly getting compliments from family 
and friends saying what a lovely young adult he is. 

Andrew is itching to get outdoors again and we 
are happy that his interest in the bush has grown. 
We are sure he will be infl uencing our family holiday 
destinations in the future. 

Thank you for a life experience our son will speak 
of forever. The Bush School will certainly have an 
infl uence on the adult, husband and father Andrew 
will be.

Please keep the experience alive for the boys of 
the future….the world needs it.

“Boys being boys” is what comes to mind when 
looking at the DVD of photographs. Thank you 
for the eff ort in putting it together. It is very much 
appreciated.”

1.  The Term II boys nearing the end of day 1 of their three day hike across the Magaliesberg Mountains with the Buff elspoort Dam in the background.
2.  Benjamin Trollope, Ryan Dreyer, Harry Davies and Matthew Proudfoot cooking on a cold winter’s night on the three day hike in Term II. 
3.  Maretlwane’s personal gymnasium in operation – a group of Term II boys after a daily session of punishment. L–R: Taki Bogiages, Neil 

McNerney, Benjamin Trollope, Stuart Todd, Andrew Dockendorff , Marthinus Erasmus, Armand Pretorius, Chrisson Pitsi and Daniël Taverner. 
4.  The Term II hunter-gatherers on the three day hike displaying their treasures raided from the vulture restaurant at Nooitgedacht.

1

2 3 4
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1.  The Term III group at the Bush School.
2.  Horse riding on the Hodgson farm.
3.  Wheelbarrow races on a fun weekend.
4. River ecology practical exercise.
5. Time for relaxation and refl ection – Danny du Plessis on the 24 hour ‘solitaire’.

1

2 3

4 5
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1.  Mrs Georgiades has so much experience working with “bird brains” that she 
can now raise orphan sparrows with consummate ease!

2.  The Boys High U15A cricketers double up as the school’s javelin team. [High 
jinx at post-match pulling of stumps

3.  A member of the School House tap dancing team refi nes his “cat on a hot tin 
roof” routine.

4.  Winner of this year’s “Strictly come dancing” competition [Donovan 
O’Grady shows off  his monopod dancing skills after an unfortunate injury 
that limited him to the “tunnel” party for of the one 1st XV matches]

5.  Winner of this year’s sexiest house tee shirt competition was the Armstrong 
House entry. [An exuberant Ms Bolduc at an inter-house water polo match]

6.  Non-regulation attire for the water polo referee pressed into duty on the way 
to the bus stop. [Mathew Harris does duty at the inter-house water polo 
game.]

7.  Variation on a theme: exponent of the new “head fi rst” approach to triple 
jump [an inter-house athletics participant whose jump didn’t end well]

8.  Being kicked out of class is one thing, but this is getting ridiculous! [members 
of the Aeronautical Society on the wing of a Jumbo jet at Rand Airport]

9.  It’s a dog’s life: Mr Fielding risks being reported to the SPCA for subjecting 
his hound to hours of the inter-house athletics meeting.

1 2

3

4
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Matric Results 2010
The results produced by the music matrics of 
2010 were, once again, spectacular. After a typical 
“Boys High-cruise” during the course of the 
year, a concerted eff ort at the end had the desired 
eff ect. The details follow. The class average was 
85,5% with thirteen distinctions and two Bs: Keith 
Kichenbrand (93%), Tim Wolff -Piggott (92%), Harris 
Fong (91%), Ivan Basson (87%), David McDougall 
(87%), Michael Graham (86%), Mickail Bain (86%), 
Brendon Harle (82%), Richard Kingon (80%) and 
James Gerber (80%). Congratulations to these boys. 
Your contribution to music at PBHS will remain long 
after your departure from school.
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Results of this nature are only possible if there is a 
good relationship between the music staff  and the 
boys. Our music staff  remains top-notch and was 
largely unchanged in 2011. Mr Barrett’s departure 
required some internal re-shuffl  ing and the 
appointment of Mrs Lhent-Mari Pitout as new choir 
conductor. This has proved, in one short year, a very 
fortuitous appointment. The other change was Ms 
Lorette van Zyl (our Horn teacher-specialist) to also 
become the Form 1 accompanist. One only had to 
attend the form 1 concert in November to see and 
hear the positive results. Thank you to both these 
ladies who, at short notice and diffi  cult take-over 
circumstance, have done a sterling job.

The rest of the permanent staff  was unchanged: Dr 
Niel van der Watt (HOD), Mrs Yvonne Reyburn, Mr 
Ockie Vermeulen, Mr Abrie Jordaan, Ms Mathilda 
Hornsveld and Mr Matthew Lombard.

The part-time staff  was unchanged and continued 
their amazingly patient job. Lizet Smith and Luke 
Newby taught clarinet; Hanro Loots, Bobby van 
der Watt and Pierre Tolsma taught fl ute; Jeff  Cole 
taught trumpet and directed the wind band; William 

Bishop taught trombone and bass guitar; Camilla 
Onea taught violin; Elmarie van der Vyver taught 
viola and trained two string quartets; Katia Sokolova 
taught cello and trained a cello ensemble; Marike 
Prins taught double bass. Thank you for all your 
eff orts especially for those frustrating days when 
the timetable changed and you weren’t informed 
or the days when the boy had a cricket match and 
he did not tell you beforehand. All your eff orts are 
appreciated even if it is not apparent every day. 

Late in November, Mr Ockie Vermeulen decided 
that his time at Boys High had come to an end. 
We are sorry about this but understand his career 
aspirations. Mr Vermeulen has taken the job of 
school organist to new heights. Not only has the 
hymn-singing improved under his guidance, but 
the Brass Choir has also fl ourished. Mr Vermeulen 
also became a regular feature playing with the 
orchestra. We would also like to thank him for 
his work as accompanist and classroom teacher 
(Theory, Harmony and General Music Knowledge). 
His presence will be missed but we wish him well 
with his solo career as an organist.

Symphonic Wind Band

Front Row L–R: C Swanepoel, F Bonafede, B Racionzer, R Coetzee, Mr J Cole (Master-in-Charge), D Mills, A Kuyper, R Hwang, J Beukes.
Second Row L–R: H Elsenbroek, R Hoekstra, T Fraser, S Kim, E Shuttleworth, I Salie, T John, D Slogrove, Y Padayachee.

Back Row L–R: L Mayoli, T Letsoalo, C Hwang, A Bernardi, E Uys, A Koessler, D Thomas, P Wombo.
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Saxophone Quartet 2

Awards and Achievements
2011 was a year of amazing achievements, 
especially for Music Department old boys. Abraham 
Mennen (matriculated 2006) won the ATKV Musik 
Competition for Students. He has also fi nished his 
degree at the Royal College of Music in London 
and will continue his studies in Amsterdam for 
September 2011. In the same competition, three 
more old boys, ALex Urban (Trumpet), Luke Newby 
(currently a part-time clarinet teacher) and Morné 
Kahts (guitar) were also invited to the fi nal round of 
this competition.

Two other old boys, Junnan Sun (matriculated 
2006) and Matthew Lombard (matriculated in 2005 
and our current full-time saxophone teacher) were 
invited to the fi nal round of the UNISA Licentiate 
Overseas Scholarship competition. Fortunately, 
they participated in two diff erent categories and 
both won the scholarship of R118,000,00 in their 
respective categories: Junnan for the Performer’s 
Licentiate and Matthew for the Teacher’s Licentiate. 
Congratulations to these old boys on these 
magnifi cent achievements. We are proud of you!

During the course of the year we awarded Half 
Colours to eleven boys, Full Colours to fi fteen 
boys and Honours to two boys. These numbers are 
signifi cant if one keeps in mind that a boy has to pass 
Grade 7 and Grade 8 respectively for Half and Full 
Colours and give service in two music activities over 

three years (or an equivalent thereof). To achieve 
Honours a boy must be recognised on a national 
level i.e.play in the National Youth Orchestra. 

The boys who obtained Full Colours in 2011 
are: Lloyd Parker, Moeletsi Sebokolodi, Stephan 
Baggeröhr, JJ van Niekerk, Ross McGregor, Lourens 
de Beer, Jared Beukes, Ben Raconzier, Imtiaz Salie, 
Armandt Horton, Dean Mills, DAle Smith, Jeannot 
Blum, Josh Stier and Floris Bonafede. The two boys 
who received Honours for music are: Ryan Kirsten 
who came second in the National Guitar competition 
in Cape Twon and James Gous who has been a 
cellist in the National Youth Orchestra for two years. 
Congratulations to all these boys.

Furthermore, three boys have distinguished 
themselves by joining a small group in the history 
of the school, to obtain Grade 8 on two diff erent 
instruments. They are: Julien Lumé (piano 
and French horn), James Gous (cello and alto 
saxophone) and Jared Beukes (piano and clarinet). 
For the unenlightened, this is a truly remarkable 
achievement for a 17 or 18 year old school boy.

Finally, of our current matrics, a class of 24 boys, 
four will be studying music next year and three of 
the four have received full scholarships for studying 
B Mus at the University of the Free State. The boys 
are Ye Chan Park, Ross McGregor, Julien Lumé. Yet 
another amazing achievement!

Saxophone Quartet 1

Front Row L–R: A Retief, J Gous.
Back Row L–R: L Masters, A Horton.

Front Row L–R: R Coetzee, Y Padayachee.
Back Row L–R: G Kingon, K Gersteling.
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The choir, under the new leadership of Ms Lhente-
Mari Pitout, has done remarkable well in a very short 
time. Due to her appointment only at the start of 
2011, auditions could only be held after 16 January. 
There was, however, great interest from the boys 
and the choir started the year with close to seventy 
members. The highlight of the year was the ATKV 
Applous competition in which the choir won their 
category at regional and national level, the category 

for Non-Afrikaans Speaking Boys’ Choirs.
Other performances included assembly 

performances, singing at Café Concert, The Tshwane 
Youth Music Festival at the State Theatre, a Choir 
Festival in Kempton Park and at the Four Schools’ 
Concert. A sincere word of thanks goes to Gareth 
Hudson and his committee who have lead and 
served the choir with quiet dedication. We salute 
you.

Choir

Front Row L– R: R Chuene, J L van den Berg, L Sekgobela, C Robinson, G Smuts, Mrs L Pitout (Conductor), Mrs Y Reyburn (Accompanist), 
G Hudson (Chairman), M Sebokolodi, S Baggeröhr, M Stanley, J Lume. 

Second Row L–R: N Dlamini, G Sabeta, P Swanepoel, A Loubser, F Dilapisho, K Maneta, T Aphane, Y Ngubegusha, A Kgofelo, T Ntlatleng, 
J Olusegun,J Paradza, L Ndlondlo. 

Third Row L–R: S Fobian, R Hoekstra, K Petersen, L Swart, R Qi, K Nicolaides, A Nicolaides, J Beukes, H Mosuwe, C Kinimi, R Pienaar, 
D Thomas, C Voorendyk. 

Fourth Row L–R: M Reeler, M Mukhari, D Sinovich, C Davis, J Mashiri, T Kau, J Mlangeni, K Mathosa, M Cohen, M Mahao, J Idowu, K Korf.
Back Row L–R: I van der Vyfer, M Bond, G Kirsten, A Bernardi, J Westerveld, M Oyedipe, A Horton, K Mpipi.

Orchestra performing as part of the Son et Lumier. Orchestra workshop one weekend.
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The Dixie band had a somewhat less busy year. It 
was a year of consolidation and re-grouping after 
losing fi ve matrics. The boys, nevertheless, rose to 
the challenge as many memorable performances can 
attest. There were the standards, Commencement 
Ceremony, New Parents’ Braai, Friday Assemblies, 
the Phobians Race and of course, the Café Concert. 
As part of our annual charity work we performed at a 
Charity Regatta (at the Rietvlei Dam), the Groenkloof 
Retirement Centre, Brooklyn Methodist Church’s 
Senior Citizens Club, Jaff a Retirement Centre and an 
evening performance at the Centurion Retirement 
Centre. We also performed in Krugersdorp at a 
concert hosted by Hoërskool Monument. Then 
there was a very happy performance at a wedding 
in Waterkloof, where unbeknown to us, a former 
member of the band was a guest. What a great 
surprise to meet Conrad Derksen again.

The highlight of the year was our mini-tour to 
Kloof and Durban. We were invited by the DRC in 
Kloof to perform at the church’s fundraising event. 
We had enough time to visit Ushaka on the coast, 
have fun on the rides and swim in the sea. Who will 
forget the touch-rugby on the beach and the drinks 
on the pier?

Sadly, we say goodbye to fi ve matrics, yet again. 
Many of them have given service and made a 
signifi cant contribution over many years. Thank 
you for your friendship and dedication. The matrics 
are: Richard Oldnall, Jean du Preez, André Retief, 
Molefe Choane and Justin Marsh. We will meet 
again at music experiences.
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School Orchestra

Dixie Band

Front Row L–R: M Choane, Dr N van der Watt (Master-in-Charge), 
R Oldnall.

Second Row L–R: D Smith, R Hoekstra, B Giddy, B Racionzer.
Third Row L–R: R Finlayson, J Gous. 

In the tree L–R: A Retief, J Marsh, J du Preez.

Dixie Band

The school Symphony Orchestra consisted of fi fty-
eight members in 2011, twelve woodwind players, 
twelve brass players, thirty-two strong players and 
two percussionists. The programme for the Café 
Concert is printed in full later but one orchestral 
piece needs to be highlighted. This was the Hungarian 
Rhapsody by Franz Liszt played on the piano by 
Julien Lumé to orchestral accompaniment. Merely, 
the fact that Julien could attempt this diffi  cult work, 

is telling in itself. Needless to say, the performances 
were a great success. The big fi lm score which we 
played again this year was Klaus Badelt’s Pirates of 
the Caribbean from the fi lm with the same title. The 
players and listeners never seemed to tire of this 
piece and it was as well received at the Forty-year-
On Assembly as it was the fi rst time we performed 
it. It was also the orchestra members’ piece of choice 
for the Four Schools’ Concert.
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Wind Ensemble  Jeff Cole
Raider’s March J Williams, arr. J Beukes
Nightfall in Camp Traditional, arr. D Pope
Swing in the Mood Traditional, arr. M Sweeney
Cello Ensemble   Katia Sokolova
Shalom Israel (Grand Canon) Traditional, arr. Johow
Guitar Quartet   Abri Jordaan
Cancion and Studio Ritmico J Morel

Starter
Saxophone Quartet   Matthew Lombard
Libertango A Piazzolla, arr. B Marillia
Minimal Movement J Wolf
String Quartet 1   Katia Sokolova
Hey Jude Lennon and McCartney
String Quartet 2   Elmarie van der Vyver
Halleluja C Seagal, arr. E van der Vyver
Tango M McClean

Main Course
Dixie Band  Niel van der Watt
Basin Steel Blues W Spencer, arr. B Howard
Punini’s Kwela N van der Watt

Cobbler’s Song F Norton, arr. O Asche
Dame Blanche K Bruyn, arr. N van der Watt
Moustache P Stone, arr. P Lane
Choir  Lhente-Mari Pitout
  Yvonne Reyburn
Sanbonani/Namhla Khudinene Traditional Zulu
Low Down the Chariot American Spritual
As jy my kan volg K du Plessis, arr. D Hyman
Terpentyn N van der Watt
Waiting for the End Linkin Park, arr. P Bester
Betelehemu V Olatunji, arr. W Whalum

Desert and Coffee or Tea
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA   Niel van der Watt
Hungarian Rhapsody No. 15
for piano and orchestra F Liszt
Piano: J Lume
Chaconne P Caccini
Organ: O Vermeulen
Egmont Overture L von Beethoven
Jazz Waltz No 2 D Shostakovich
Themes from 
“Pirates of the Caribbean” K Badelt

Caribbean Nights Programme

Orchestra

Front Row L– R: J Lume, K Mafulako, M Boegman, R Oldnall, J Marsh, T Chauke, Dr D van der Watt (Master-in-Charge), A Retief, J du 
Preez, Skosana, R Kirsten, M Choane, Y Park.

Second Row L–R: R Hoekstra, K Nicolaides, A Jordaan, J Stier, D Mills, M Gous, T Fraser, C van der Westhuizen, J Mills, I Salie, A 
Nicolaides, Havenga, S Park, C Elsenbroek, P Kim, I van der Vyver. 

Third Row L–R: J Beukes, C Swanepoel, J Cowie, P Roux, R Finlayson, C Hwang, B Racionzer, E Soar, L Masters, J Blum, F Bonefede, R Hwang, 
E Uys, P Grant, P Wombo, A Horton.

Back Row L–R: E Havenga, A Koessler, J Gous, D Smith.
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Kontinuïteitsmusiek deur Affies Swing Ensemble o.l.v. 
Eddie Clayton
Affie-Simfonieorkes
Dirigent – Eddie Clayton
Temas uit Gladiator
Komponis: H Zimmer
Verwerking: J Wasson
Koor Van Die Afrikaanse Hoër Meisieskool
Dirigent – Michael Barratt
Afrika-keurspel (Siyisimbali en Zuzipathe)
Verwerking” Mbuso Ndlovu
Pretoria Boys High School Choir
Dirigent: Lhente-Mari Pitout
Begeleiers: Yvonne Reyburn en Julien Lumé
Ritmo
Komponis: Dan Davison
Pretoria Boys High School Orchestra
Dirigent: Niel van der Watt
Temas uit Pirates of the Carribean
Komponis: Klaus Badelt
Verwerking: N van der Watt
Pretoria High School For Girls Choir
Dirigent: Charlotte Botha
Hodie
Komponis: Joan Szymko
Pretoria High School For Girls Orchestra
Dirigent: Valerie Hohls
Spirit of the Great Heart
Komponis: J Clegg
Verwerking: E Clayton
Affie-Konsertorkes
Dirigent: Floris Smith
ABBA Magic
Komponis: B Anderson en B Ulvæs

Verwerking: S Schwalgin
Affie-Seunskoor
Dirigent: Michael Barret
Begeleier: Yvonne Reyburn
Rhythm of Life
Komponis: C Coleman
Verwerking: R Barnes
Choreografie: A J Maree
Gekombineerde Program
Tema uit Indiana Jones – Raiders of the Lost Ark
Komponis: John Williams
Verwerking: N van der Watt
Tema uit Spirit – Homeland “ I will always return”
Komponis: Hans Zimmer
Verwerking: N van der Watt
O Sole Mio
Komponis: E di Capua
Verwerking: V Hohls/N van der Watt
Hlonolofatsa
Afrika-tradisoneel
Verwerking: L Pitout
Kinders van die Wind
Komponis: Koos du Plessis
Verwerking: N van der Watt
Taal van die Liefde
Komponis: C Chameleon
Verwerking: E Clayton
Grace Kelly
Komponis: MIKA
Verwerking: M Barrett
Sanctus – St Cecilia Mis
Komponis: Charles Gounod
Verwerking: N van der Watt

A new concert which was instituted for the fi rst time 
this year was the concert in front of the school: La 
Musique et la Lumière. The programme consisted of 
the Choir, Gumboot Dancers, Pipe Band, Dixie Band, 
a single trumpeter and piper and an improvised 
performance on the chimes. The orchestra was 
the highlight of the evening and played six or 
seven pieces, many of those especially prepared 
for the occasion. Producing music in the open air 
will always be problematic but the sound worked 
reasonably well and the lighting on the building was 
certainly spectacular. On this occasion we had yet 
another soloist in Richard Oldnall who played the 
Czardas by V Monti on the marimba to orchestral 
accompaniment. Richard, our own Renaissance 

man, gave an excellent account of this popular piece.
we say farwell to the sixteen matrics who have 

served the orchestra for various lengths of time. 
The string players will be sorely missed, many of 
them having been in the orchestra for fi ve years: 
Tiego Chauke (Leader), Simphiwe Skosana (violin 
1), Lemmer de Villiers (violin 1), J D le Roux (violin 
1), Marek Boegman (violin 1), Ye Chan Park (viola), 
Jade Freel (viola), Ryan Kirsten (cello), Kuthlano 
Mafulako (cello), Justin Marsh (double bass), Julien 
Lumé (French Horn), Jean du Preez (trumpet), 
Molefe Choane (trombone), Ross McGregor (oboe) 
and André Retief (soprano saxophone). Your 
contribution to the PBHS Symphony Orchestra can 
never be undone.
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Front Row L–R: J Cowie, E Havenga, Y Park, J Gous.

Ensemble Groups
The Wind Band was a bit more active in 2011. 
Rehearsal continued apace, twice a week and the 
band performed successfully at the Café Concert. 
There was also pne or two performances for a 
charitable cause. At one of these the Wind Ban was 
joined by a similar group from Girls High. Needless 
to say, the boys enjoyed this one especially. Thank 
you to Mr Jeff  Cole and the boys for all their eff orts.

The Brass Choir was at their post virtually 
every Friday Assembly and every special occasion 
(Commencement Ceremony and Valediction). Thank 
you to Mr Ockie Vermeulen for the arrangements, 
rehearsals and performances. We also day thank 
you and goodbye to Jean du Preez who played in 
this group for virtually his entire career in the Music 
Department. Molefe Choane, also in matric, has 
given invaluable service on the trombone. Thank 
you and we hope you will continue to play your 
instrument.

The Last Post trumpeters need a special mention. 
This somewhat thankless musical task is performed 
daily at 5:30 and we would like to publicly honour 
the boys who fulfi l this service. Again, a special word 
of thanks to Jean du Preez, who has taken this duty 
very seriously and who has ensure on numerous 
occasions that we remember to honour those who 
have fallen in the World Wars and subsequent 
confl icts.

The interest in the saxophone quartet has grown 
to such an extent that we have decided to create a 

junior quartet as well. Even though the junior quartet 
did not perform in public, they gained valuable 
experience in ensemble playing and they are better 
prepared for joining the senior quartet. The latter had 
various performances including at the Café Concert, 
Friday Assembly and a number of private functions. 
Thank you to Mr Matthew Lombard for the musical 
arrangements he made and for the time and eff ort he 
spent training the boys. Thank you to André Retief, 
our tenor saxophonist in matric. We will miss your 
musical expertise and fl aming personality.

There were again three string quartets. Two of 
them were trained by Mrs Elmarie van der Vyver 
and one by Katia Sokolova. The one group consisted 
entirely of matrics: Simphiwe Skosana, Lemmer de 
Villiers, Jade Freel and Ryan Kirsten. Here boys used 
the quartet music as part of the ensemble work for 
the fi nal practical examination. In the other quartets 
there were also Tiego Chauke and Ye Chan Park. 
Thank you to all these matrics for the many hours 
and wonderful music. Thank you also to the teachers 
who selected the music and trained the boys.

This year the guitar quartet consisting entirely of 
matrics, performed very successfully at the Café Con 
cert and at Friday Assembly. The boys were Ryan 
Kirsten, Lloyd Parker, MK Anderson and Ian Currie. 
Thank you to these boys for their involvement in 
this ensemble group over many years. Thank you 
also to Mr Abrie Jordaan for selecting the music and 
training the boys.

String Quartet 1 String Quartet 2

Front Row L–R: E Soar, J Stier, T Chauke, W Scott.
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Guitar Quartet

Front Row L–R: M Anderson, R Kirsten, Mr A Jordaan (Teacher-in-Charge), L Parker, I Currie.

Twenty-six Form 2 boys again wrote the Royal 
Schools; Grade V Theory Examination. The results 
were as follows: 3 boys passed with distinction 
(90%), 12 boys passed with merit (80%), 5 boys 
passed (66%) and 6 boys failed.

Achievements in the Royal Schools’ Practical 

examinations were listed earlier. Congratulations to all 
the boys who have passed their various examinations. 
This external benchmark remains an important 
assessment tool in the music department because the 
visiting examiner is an expert in the fi eld and completely 
unfamiliar with any of the boys or our circumstances.

In conclusion
As we prepare for the next intake of music students 
for 2012, we look back on 2011 with some nostalgia. 
The matric class of 2011 was the biggest class the 
music department has had to date, twenty-four 
boys. We once before in 2006 had thirty candidates 
but there were only twenty-two students and eight 
of them did two music subjects. So, the twenty-
four matrics were a special group. All of them 
had amazing dedication to music and the music 
department. Many of them are supremely talented 
and hardworking and can predict with confi dence 
that we will have performers, composers and 

teachers from this group. There will certainly be 
rock stars, but we believe that these will be better 
rock stars because they have been formally trained.

A huge thank you to all the teachers for their 
dedication, the Headmaster for his unfailing support 
and the parents for all the work behind the scenes. I have 
to single out Francois and Jennifer du Preez who have 
headed up the Music Parents’ Committee and have 
given hours of selfl ess service. Thank you very much!

Dr Niel van der Watt
HOD

Brass Choir

Front Row L–R: R Hwang, M Choane, Mr O Vermeulen (Organist), J du Preez, B Racionzer.
Back Row L–R: C Hwang, D Smith, P Wombo, M Smith. 
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Like Henry Higgins in a totally diff erent musical, 
namely “My Fair Lady”, I could shout from the roof 
tops “We did it! We did it! By Jove, we fi nally did it!” 
What started out as “maybe one day” and “I have 
a dream” (A la Martin Luther King), fi nally came 
into being this year on the 10th May, as the curtain 
went up on “The King and I” by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, with boys AND girls gracing the stage 
of Boys High. This was the very fi rst, fully fl edged 
collaboration between Pretoria Boys High School 
and Pretoria High School for Girls in the history 
of these two wonderful schools. This combined 
production was made possible fi rstly, by Mrs Penny 
McNair, headmistress of our sister school, who not 
only shared this dream of mine for years but trusted 
me and Boys High with her young “ladies” and, 
secondly, by her Boys High counterpart, Mr Tony 
Reeler, who hates boys in dresses almost as much as 
I hate them! 

The boys auditioned in their droves, the carrot 
of “real girls in the show” being dangled in front 
of them. The girls also auditioned in vast numbers 
because they are talented and love show business. 
The presence of boys had nothing to do with their 
motivation, of course! What joy this collaboration 
was, right from the start! I often watched them inter-
act during rehearsals, off  and on stage, and it always 
gave me such pleasure to see them laughing and 
talking and hugging each other with such joy and 
ease. It just felt so “right”. 

Where to start with what turned out to be a 
wonderful production and, as my “theatre friends” 
said, was a “semi-professional production that 
could hold its own on a stage in the State Theatre”? 
I suppose one must start with the music, after all, 
it was a musical. The decision was to go for the 
“reduced version of the orchestra” mainly because 
of the space factor in the hall. This version included 
a piano and twelve musicians, expertly conducted 
and accompanied on piano by Mathilda Hornsveld. 
Ms Hornsveld knew this musical backwards as she 
had conducted it in the State Theatre once upon a 
time. Little did we suspect that she would have to 
play the piano with eight fi ngers only. Firstly, she had 
an operation on her left hand’s little fi nger and then 
a week before opening night she fell and broke her 
ring fi nger on her right hand. Mrs Yvonne Reyburn 
then joined our little band on keyboard to fi ll in the 
notes Ms Hornsveld could not always master. But, 
to her credit, Ms Hornsveld tried her damnedest 
and played like a Trojan. What her hands felt like 
after every rehearsal and show was a diff erent story 
altogether! I would not like to repeat her words in a 

family magazine!
Let me continue now with the cast which was 

made up of the little princes and princesses, the 
royal wives and the Amazons, the Buddhist priests 
and the guards. The musical turned out to be a bit of 
a disappointment for the boys who did not feature 
in the musical in a prominent way, especially the 
poor Buddhist priests who usually formed the “back 
drop” for the rest of the company, walked across the 
stage and sang back stage. This did not make for a 
memorable performance for them and I often had 
to remind them that there are “no small parts only 
small performers” on stage. At least the four guards 
caught a bit of action in the scene when Tuptim was 
caught. The wives had a lot more opportunities to 
feature and, although we had a bit of a bumpy start 
with them standing on stage looking at me like the 
three stooges times fi ve and me insulting them in 
order to get some sort of reaction out of them, it 
all worked like a dream once we understood each 
other: then they performed like troopers. The poor 
Amazons spent their evening carrying the little ones 
all over the stage. The little princes and “princesses” 
were just so very cute. I wanted to take all of them 
home after each rehearsal. The Form 1’s from Boys 
High were our royal children as we could not fi nd 
girls small enough in Form 1 at Girls High. The 
smallest two, however, belonged to the head of sport 
at Boys High. I am not sure whether I see much of 
a future for them on the sports fi eld, but I defi nitely 
see a future for both of them on Broadway. What 
delightful children and what talented performers 
Nicole and Liam Housdon were! And grandpa, Bill 
Schroder, could not have been any prouder of his 
grandchildren.

Francois van Straten, my right hand man for two 
years, who matriculated last year, returned to the 
stage of Boys High for another stint at choreography. 
This time he was choreographing the very diffi  cult 
Thai ballet in “King & I”. The ballet tells the story 
of a runaway slave , Eliza, who is pursued by her 
wicked master, Simon of le Cree, through sunshine 
and rain and snow, to join her lover George in 
Canada. Francois did a splendid job, as always. The 
ballet was lively, the characters well portrayed and 
a strong line of tension ran through the ballet. An 
old “King and I” fan said to me afterwards: “I was 
waiting for the ballet the whole time as it is more 
often than not just so boring. Almost at the end of the 
ballet I suddenly thought, but this is the ballet and 
this is so exciting! I could not believe that the ballet 
could be so entertaining.” Well done, Francois! And 
well done to your dancers! I, personally, have great 
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respect for dancers’ work ethic and these boys and 
girls did not disappoint. They worked extremely 
hard, behaved professionally at all times and were 
focussed and gave their all at all times. I would 
like to mention some of them, namely, beautiful 
Eliza (Sam Black), sweet old Uncle Thomas (Sive 
Dihabirov), precious little Topsy (Andrea Hattingh), 
vicious Simon (Matthew Schiff ) and the graceful 
angel (Raquel Jones) but, I will just get myself 
into trouble, because the rest of the ensemble were 
excellent and each and every one a star in his or her 
own right. 

Another “rock of Gibraltar” during this time, 
was my “assistant”, Donovan O’Grady. I had just 
lost my right leg and Donovan became my right 
leg. He walked, he stood in for actors, he showed 
moves and what impressed me most were the notes 
he gave to the actors. I am always astonished when I 
realize that the boys actually listen to what I say and, 
that they remember! At one point Donovan had to 
stand in for an extra who dropped out of the show 
and when Donovan injured HIS leg, he replaced 
the extra without any prompting. He found a 
replacement, rehearsed the boy and made sure he 
had a costume. He still hobbled around back stage, 
called the company to stage and was there for me 
until the last curtain call which I was so proud to 

take with him. 
As I have mentioned earlier, one of my favourite 

quotes is “there are no such things as small parts only 
small actors”. Captain Orton (Connal Robinson) 
portrayed his small part in the fi rst scene as the caring, 
supportive ship’s captain just so well, with Scottish 
accent and all. The kicked around interpreter (Thato 
Ntlatleng), gave a rightfully nervous performance. 
How much of that was acting and how much of that 
was real (we could never hear his entry lines back 
stage) I will probably never know. Gerhard Kirsten 
was the smooth, charming Sir Edward Ramsey and 
Nicole Housdon (Princess Ying Yaowlak) delivered 
her lines like a pro. The two boys, Louis (Stefan 
Snyders) and Prince Chululongkorn (Imtiaz Salie), 
gave convincing performances as the young boys 
with responsibilities beyond their years – one to be 
the “man of the house” and the other to become the 
ruler of a kingdom but boys, nevertheless.

Kristin Milton (Tuptim) and Damian Sinovich 
(Lun Tha) almost drove me to an emotional melt 
down. “Why?” I often asked myself, “Why did I cast 
the two shyest kids in the roles of the forlorn lovers? 
Why???” For the better part of the rehearsal period 
Kristin would giggle and Damian would blush 
blood red and no acting would get done. Luckily, as 
they started to get to know each other, they realised 

“Getting to know you …” (Mrs Anna (Alison Fourie) and her son Louis (Stephan Snyders) getting to know and love the Siamese Royal children
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sang beautifully, looked stunning on stage and, in 
the end, pulled off  their parts. Kevin van Staden 
(Kralahome) gave a convincing performance as the 
stern prime minister who cared for little else than 
his king and his country. Lady Thiang (Lilli Pasetti) 
gave a sensitive performance as “just a woman who 
loved her man”, a woman who would do anything 
for him and yet one was always aware of who was 
“head wife” and who ruled the other women with 
an iron fi st. 

The small, pretty Allison Fourie, was a big “I” 
in the “King and I”. From the moment I saw her, 
even before she opened her mouth to sing at the call 
backs, I knew that she would be “my Mrs Anna”. 
She just had a sparkle that I could not miss for the 
world. She is an extremely good singer and wowed 
the audiences with her beautiful voice and I hope 
that she will continue to do so in years to come. She 
is moving to Cape Town next year to study at the 
Opera School at UCT. Her professional behaviour 
throughout the rehearsal period and her outstanding 
performance every night spoke of a very mature 
young lady and belied her years. This is what I wrote 
to Allison on the night of the last performance: “I am 
so blessed by that which you have brought to the 
Boys High stage: your talent – as a singer and actress, 
your dedication, your musicality, your beauty, your 
love for the arts”. What more can I say? Thank you 
and I applaud you.

Geoff rey Smuts might not be Elvis Presley but, he 
was “THE KING”! When I had to choose a musical 
for 2011, I thought about the talent available at school 
and I thought no further than Geoff rey Smuts. Apart 

from “King and I” off ering equally big parts to both 
boys and girls and therefore most suitable for both 
schools and our fi rst joined production, Geoff rey 
made my mind up for me. I am sure he would 
have loved it if I chose a musical with more singing 
opportunities for him. My goodness, I would have 
loved a musical with more singing opportunities for 
him! Anyone who saw and heard him in “Joseph and 
his Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” would have 
loved a musical with more singing opportunities 
for him! Unfortunately there was just that one song 
and then not even a “real” song. However, Geoff  
was the only king I ever saw or worked with who 
could actually sing the song. All other kings spoke 
the song as they could not sing, including the late, 
great Yul Brunner to some great South African 
actors. Apart from the fact that Geoff  could sing 
the song, he acted some great names – Yul Brunner 
included – under the table. I saw him week after 
week, not acting the part but becoming the part. 
He was King Phra Meha Mongut. He was proud, 
he was insecure, he reminded those around him of 
their promises, he conveniently forgot the promises 
he had made, he loved, he hated, he was strong, he 
had his heart broken. He was BRILLIANT! I said so 
during “Joseph” and I say once more: Geoff rey, I am 
in absolute awe of your talent! During the Thursday 
night performance interval, Mr Reeler said to me: 
“Don’t worry. We will fi nd you another Geoff ”. 
But he does not understand. There will NEVER be 
another Geoff rey Smuts! And it breaks my heart.

Amanda Van Zyl.
Director: Arts and Culture.

The King (Geoff rey Smuts) thinking of the new English teacher: “Mrs Anna is 
very diffi  cult woman.”

Lady Thiang (Lilli Pasetti) worrying about the King’s new 
wife’s relationship with Lun Tha, a young man from Burma
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1.  Mrs Anna Leonowens (Alison Fourie) looking in astonishment at the king’s guards: “They are half naked!”
2.  Lady Thiang (Lilli Pasetti) worrying about the King’s new wife’s relationship with Lun Tha, a young man from Burma
3.  “Is a puzzlement. What to tell a growing son!” King Phra Meha Mongut (Geoff rey Smuts) contemplating what he shall teach he son. 
4.  Lun Tha (Damian Sinovich) and Tuptim (Kristin Milton) bemoaning the fact that they have “to kiss in the shadow”. 

1

2

3

4
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PBHS & PHSG
By arrangement with DALRO (Pty) Ltd

present

THE KING & I
Music by Richard Rodgers

Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein
Based on “Anna and the King of Siam” by Margaret Landon

Orchestrations by Russell Bennett
Production Team
Musical Director Mathilda Hornsveld
Director Amanda van Zyl
Choreographer Francois van Straten
Assistant to Director Donovan O’Grady
Choir Repetiteur Ockie Vermeulen
Painting: Backdrop/Set Kai McEvoy and Art Department
Costumes South African State Theatre

Props South Africa State Theatre
Refurbishment of props Mathilda Hornsveld
Props for Ballet Kai McEvoy
Posters & Programmes Adri Theron
Tickets Delbert Botes and Media Centre Prefects
FOH Manager Peter Franken
Wardrobe Mistresses Lynelle van Heerden
 Brigitte Cass
 Lore McEvoy
Make-up Anli van Straten & Boys High Teachers
 Ireen Turpin & Girls’ High girl
 TUT students
Refreshments Amelia Robinson

CAST
In order of appearance

Captain Orton Connal Robinson
Louis Leonowens Stefan Snyders
Mrs Anna Leonowens Alison Fourie
Interpreter/Phra Alack Thato Ntlatleng
Kralahome Kevin van Staden
King Phra Meha Mongut Geoffrey Smuts
Lun Tha Damian Sinovich
Tuptim Kristin Milton
Lady Thiang Lili Pasetti
Prince Chululongkorn Imtiaz Salie
Sir Edward Ramsey Gerhard Kirsten
Princess Ying Yaowlak Nicole Housdon
The Royal Wives
Naomi Bitumba Ellen Heydenrych
Allegra Hoekstra Max le Roux
Marguerite Lotter Shalom Maclean
Mokgadi Marishane Meisie Modiga
Thabiso Moloto Kagiso Mphuthi
Ikgomotseng Sekwala

The Royal Children
Claudio Alho Liam Housdon
Khumo Malele Malesela Masenya
Loyiso Ndlondlo James Paradza
Cameron Monnokgotla Cameron Swarts
The Buddhist Priests
Michael Bond Matthew Cohen
Stephan Dreyer Keamo Konopi
Berni Li Ari Nicolaides
Matthew Otto MJ Reeler
Duncan Thomas 
The Dancers
Eliza Sam Black
Uncle Thomas Sive Dzhabirov
Eva Tegan Mouton
Topsy Andrea Hattingh
Simon of Lecree Matthew Schiff
Angel Raquel Jones
Buddha Brogan Black
Lauren Barnes Fred Dilapisho
Tamra Golob Megan Hardwick
Modibana Masipa Issabella Mazzone
Felicia Ntstisi Isabella Oelofse
Liam Robinson Hloni Santawane
Tamryn Swanepoel
The Amazons
Chloe Erasmus Gareth Hudson
Katleho Makhubela Lwazi Qwabe
The Extras
Richmond Collins Matthew Esteves
Monty Mhuruyengwe Tlhogi Mosuwe
Daniel Sixel
Technical Support Team
Sound & Lighting Blue Array Productions (Pty) Ltd
Assistants to Sound Team Kagiso Mpipi
Junior Mofokeng Ruben Scott
Follow spotters Kossy Obodozie
 Unathi Chonco
Production Manager James Page
Stage Managers Rebecca Wiese
 Chantelle Fekete
Technical Stage Manager Nathan Fryer
Props Master

Programme
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Stacey Braithwaite Busi Ntisa
Nici van den Berg
Stage Crew Nic Mickel
Kgosi Moatse Douglas Webster
Yolo Ngubegusha
Dressers Birgit du Toit
 Azille Schulze
 Liezel van Graan
 Carina Greeff
 Ashley Gandy
 Connor Davis

A SPECIAL WORD OF THANKS
to the

SOUTH AFRICAN STATE THEATRE
and in particular

to the HIRING DEPARTMENT
and BRONWYN LOVEGROVE

for their incredible assistance!

The King And I Orchestra
Piano Mathilda Hornsveld
1st Violin Jay Cowie
1st Violin Chamond Hwang
2nd Violin Jason Mills
Violoncello Ethanne Soar
Double Bass Daniel du Plessis
1st Flute Lourens de Beer
2nd Flute Dean Mills
1st Clarinet Stephan Baggeröhr
2nd Clarinet Jared Beukes
Trumpet Paul Wombo
Trombone Dale Smith
Percussion Armandt Horton
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PRETORIA BOYS HIGH SCHOOL
Presents

The
2011

INTER-HOUSE PLAY FESTIVAL

ABERNETHY HOUSE
PENSION BREAK

by Daniël van der Merwe
Directors Daniël van der Merwe
 Duan Swart
Cast
Narrator Thapelo Aphane
Harold Carlos Williams
Ernie Daniël can der Merwe
Al Fresco Mark Stanley
Mary Lizo Masters
Sarge Duan Swart
Cindy Berto Schoeman
Extras   
Ex-mobster 1 Tiano da Conceicaö
Ex-mobster 2 Thato Mothibe
Asian Nurse Oscar Huang
Worker 1 Thapelo Aphane
Worker 2 Mfundo Mhlongo
Worker 3 Sinethemba Nomdebevana
Guard 1 Rendert Hoekstra
Guard 2 Russlynn Appana
Guard 3 Warwick Sales 
Guard 4 Thato Mothibe
Old Lady Tiano da Conceicaö
Old Man 1 Matthew Proudfoot
Old Man 2 Warwick Sales
Old Man 3 Ruslynn Appana

ARCADIA HOUSE
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE

By Connor Davis
Director Connor Davis
 Luke Nienaber
 Kyle Royds
Cast
Host Michael Schumann
Census Taker Mark Childs
Lee Smith Mitchell Black
Fluffy Kyle Royds
Samantha Samuels Abu Kgofelo
 Cailean Richter
Mom Ruben Mpanya  
Dad Sihle Maphalala
Prince William Kyle Royds

Queen Elizabeth Philip Immelman
Prince Philip Melville Jacobs
Kate Middleton Luke Nienaber
Servant Cailean Richter
Musical Guest Connor Davis
Cashier Kimon Nicolaides
Hyper Employee Coert van der Westhuizen
Employee Ari Nicolaides
Mary Mahao Mahao
Dartrell Mike Mpanya
Dan Jonah Young
Terry Cailean Richter
Business Woman Keegan van Veenhuyzen
Arnold Louis Wolf

ARMSTRONG HOUSE
A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS

By Ian Currie
Director Ian Currie
 Johann van Wyk
Cast
Lemon Evan Shuttleworth
Frikkie Max Calitz
Eli Marco Tubb
Cullen Jason Jennings
Konstabel Johann van Wyk
Police Michael Malan
 Matthew Stafford
 Mark Stafford
Drunk Ryan Currie
Asian Vampire Tri Duy Nguyen
Guards Marno Zietsman
 Matthew Lombard
Stevie Wonder Josh Oosthuizen
Barman Cullen Botes

HOFMEYR HOUSE
ZOLA 7

By Nico Loots
Adapted by JJ van Niekerk

Directors De Wet Taljaard
 JJ van Niekerk
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Mrs Gregorio Michael Leask
Mr Gregorio Nick Steyn
Zola Shaun Mahlangu
Knife JJ van Niekerk
Joe Kyle Krishnan
Snoopy Edwin Greyling
Blade Ziggy Maepa
Thong Lethabo Mampe
Officer 1 Hano van der Merwe
Officer 2 Philip Randall

MATHESON HOUSE
KING CHICKEN
By Allan Mackay

Director Aqil Jeenah
Cast
Stanley John-Brown Mlangeni
Bottomley Gerhard Kirsten
Jane Dirk Schoeman
Tarzan Calvin Craig
Chief Lihleli Yenana
Mongo Likho Mpisana
Dr. Livingstone Trystan Rivers
Narda Junior Lebakeng 
Witch Doctor Vuyo Mabuntana
Extras
Jason Kleinhentz Ronnie Molaba
Tevin Small Muriuki Kebera

SUNNYSIDE HOUSE
ONLY FOOLS AND HORSES

By John Sullivan
Directors Ryan Bosman
 Yeh Chan Park
Cast
Del Trotter Ryan Bosman
Rodney Trotter Duane van Wyk
Grand Dad Mike Louw
Sergeant Joshua Dehlen
Inspector Matthew Harper
Captain Steven Meyburgh
Officer Cameron Swarts
Gamekeeper Robbie Beckwith

TOWN HOUSE
FALLING STARS

By Alex Broun
Adapted by Stephan Baggeröhr and Julien Lume 

Directors Stephan Baggeröhr
 Julien Lume
 Peter Roos
 Dylan Thomson

Cast
Wicked Queen Julien Lume
Peter Pan Peter Roos
Captain Hook Quinton McDonald
Lancelot Kamogelo Kekana
Snow White Morapedi Mohoje
Noddy Felix McGregor
Big Bad Wolf Kimon Savvas
Tinkerbelle Sheldon Crabtree
Alice in Wonderland Steven Purkis
Dwarves Philip Howard
 Joshua Mimbulu
 Alex Loubser
 Jason Fourie
 Timothy Thompson
 Luke Dives
Mirror Javan Naidoo
Vince Raine Pienaar

RISSIK HOUSE
THE LAKE OF FROGS

By Ina Shaw
Directors Donovan O’Grady 
 Kevin Wylie
Cast
Bhengu Seán Cheadle
Vula Cameron van Heerden
Sigede Michael Siddall
Tokozile Thando Mbukwane
Langa Michael Bond
Miya Kieran Golden
Nomanzi Meyrick Gallimore
Nobeka Reece Hyman
Bodyguard Kgosi Moatshe
Leader of Frogs Kagiso Mpipi
Narrator Donovan O’Grady
Frogs Thato Ntlatleng
 Monty Mhuruyengwe
 Kyle Rorke
 Matthew Hawken
 Jacques Kirstein
 Matthew Baker
Villagers Ethan Louw
 Liam Rochford
 Yolo Ngubegusha
 Temo Buys
 David Kennerley
 Matthew Esteves
Girls Peter van der Merwe
 Paul Maraope
 Gregan Kirkham
 Jake Blew
 Tristan Eve
 Keith Lawrence
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S Attendants Jason Chamberlain
 Nicolas Fitchat
 Michael Truebody

SCHOOL HOUSE
I STILL REMEMBER
By Kevin van Staden

Director Kevin van Staden
Cast
Sam Turner Conor Gallagher
Jan Botha(policeman) William Gouws
Narrator Luvo Claassen
Uncle Nick Taylor Peters
Wesley David Fisher
Jessie Adam Nunn
Hobo Donovan Broughton
Postman Byron James
Michelle Kirk Harrower

SOLOMON HOUSE
SCALP FICTION 

By Michael McLaggan
Directors Michael McLaggan
 Geoffrey Smuts

Cast
Jimmy Michael McLaggan
Archie Ruben Scott
DG Geoffrey Smuts
Billy Dean Jacobs
Faren James von Bardeleben
Referee Michael McLaggan
Herring Tayla Corney
Nix Tyrone Marais
James Tlhogi Mosuwe
Getaway Robert Thomas
Davis Dillon Peens
Alice Daniel Taverner
Barman Steven Barber
Jules Fred Dilapisho
Extras
Lee Ridgway Rory Barlow
Bryce Maier
Technical Support Team
Nathan Fryer Daniel Fryer
Alex Thomson Sean James
Brent Giovannoni Peter Brune
Junior Mofokeng

Abernethy House play: L–R: Carlos Williams and Daniel van der Merwe Hofmeyr House play: L–R: Kyle Krishnan and 
JJ van Niekerk
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SThis was an extremely encouraging year for the 

Pipe Band. Starting the year with only one drummer 
from 2010 meant that the year was going to be 
challenging. The only pipers who were with us from 
the previous year were Matthew Lawther, Berto 
Schoeman and Frans Coetzee. That left us with only 
four bandsmen on 1 January 2011.The main aim this 
year was to grow the band in numbers, and to make 
sure that we have an eff ective feeder system in place 
for years to come. Fortunately, through the eff orts of 
Chantel Tarbouton, Muremere Wesigye and Gordon 
Delaney, we have managed to achieve this, and by 
the middle of the season we had no fewer than fi ve 
pipers and seven drummers playing in the band. 
Apart from the competition bandsmen, we managed 
to get another three learner pipers up on pipes and 
another four drummers drumming. We hope that 
they will play in the Novice Juvenile band of 2012. 

We entered the Novice Juvenile section of 
competition and ended up as the championship 
band of 2011. The implications of this achievement 
are that we will be competing in the Juvenile section 
in 2012, and we hope also to boast a Novice Juvenile 
band. From where we were to where we ended up, 
is nothing short of remarkable. Though the season 

proved to be tough at times, the boys never accepted 
mediocrity, and always believed that they could 
achieve fi rst place. The strength of character which 
the band members showed throughout the season 
was their key to success.

I thank the leaving Matrics of the band, and wish 
them well on their exciting journey through life. 
Banele Mkwanazi is almost an institution of bass 
drumming, both for Pretoria Boys High School and 
Lyttelton Manor Pipe Band. Banele is probably the 
most visibly passionate drummer that I have come 
across, and his vibrant character almost always 
comes through on the score sheets. Banele always 
brings something with him, whether it be his 
presence or a quirky statement or opinion.

Sibusiso Sibanyoni was the lead tip for 2011. Sibu 
was thrown into the deep end and not only asked to 
swim, but to get a drum corps to gel and to compete 
within a short space of time. It is a real pity that Sibu 
did not join the band at an earlier age, because he 
became a good drummer and leader within only one 
year. 

Apart from 2011 being a successful season on the 
competition fi eld, it was also fl agged with a number 
of parades and concerts. The band started the year 

Front Row L–R: F Coetzee, B Schoeman, M Lawther (Pipe Major), R Blackmore (Band Master), B MKwanazi (Drum Sergeant), S Sibanyone 
(Lead Drummer), M Wesigyl (Band Tutor). 

Back Row L–R: J Cragg, E Zietsman, J Baker, M Mafuya, K Gersteling, S van der Ploy, M Masenya.
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S with the annual Burns Dinner and played at Fort 
Klapperkop for the Phobians Marathon, followed by 
the much anticipated tour to Amanzimtoti. We then 
entertained the crowds at the Girls’ High Spring Fair 
and Meisies Hoërskool Food and Wine festival, but 
one special event stood out to mark 2011, the Pipe 
Band’s 40th year anniversary.

To celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Pipe 
Band, it was decided to invite as many past 
members and masters as could be contacted. 
We combined this auspicious occasion with the 
2011 display and awards ceremony, followed 
by a luncheon. It was extremely pleasing to see 
so many past bandsmen return to their school 
where they had once learnt to play the pipes or 
drums, and play as part of an Old Boys’ band. We 
were privileged enough to be joined by Mr Steve 
Collins and Mr Dick Voorendyk, the fi rst Pipe 
Major and Drum Major of the band respectively. 
Mr Peter Digby and the Rev Alan O’Brien were 
amongst the honoured guests; they were the fi rst 

and second band masters, with a total of 37 years 
between them at the helm. The day was fi lled with 
music, wonderful stories and vivid recollections 
of past years, leaving all who attended feeling 
both proud of what they were once a part of, and 
excited about the future of the band.

I thank the tutors, Chantal Tarbouton, Gordon 
Delaney, Angus Nixon, Muremere Wesigye and 
Chris Ndima, for their dedication and hours of 
hard work with the boys. Their commitment and 
expertise are much appreciated. By the end of the 
season they had transformed many learners into 
bandsmen. Matthew Lawther must also be thanked; 
he has had an extremely strong year as Pipe Major, 
always leading by example. 

2011 has been an exceptionally positive year for 
the Pipe Band, and I wish all of the band members 
the best for 2012.

Rob Blackmore
MIC

1. 40 years worth of bandsmen on the Solomon House lawn
2. Drum Major, Dick Voorendyk, congratulating Jaryd Baker on his award
3.  Boys High ready for Affi  es and led out by Matthew Lawther and Berto Schoeman, dressed in full battle dress
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