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1. Table decorations emphasised the theme of African plains.
2. The staff  common room converted into a sumptuous dining room.
3. The stage area of the hall included African wildlife motifs.
4.  The head prefect and deputy head prefect and their partners were among the fi rst guests to arrive.
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1. Mr Dan Harvey briefs one of the groups before an activity 
2. Getting the fi re lit is the fi rst task for the braai
3. Boys enjoying the waterfall at the highest point on the hike
4.  On the way back from the hike to the gorge
5.  Final remarks from the head of the camp after three enjoyable days
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Remembrance Day with PBHS ‘leaders of 
tomorrow’, as we mark the 94th anniversary 

of the Armistice on the Western Front, when the 
guns fell silent. Four years of the ‘Great War’ had 
come to an end. It became known as the Great War, 
and for good reason. Its scale was unprecedented. 
It sparked the mobilisation of 70 million people 
across many nations. Its violence shattered great 
empires. Its horrifi c images have never lost their 
appalling impact. To a great degree, those images of 
the muddy moonscapes of the Western Front have 
served to defi ne, for succeeding generations, the 
horror of war. It was the costliest confl ict in history 
up to that time. 13 million people died, 9 million 
of them, soldiers. Over 3 million of all the soldiers 
killed were “missing”, or had no known graves. 
“Never again”, it was said. This was supposed to be 
the “War to end all Wars”!

June 1914, after four decades of hostility in Europe, 
the cauldron of militarism, alliances, imperialism 
and nationalism, was ignited by the assassination 
of Austria’s Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his 
wife. The crisis came after a long and diffi  cult series 
of diplomatic clashes between the Great Powers, 
Italy, France, Germany, the British Empire, Austria-
Hungarian Empire and Russia over European and 
colonial issues in the decade before 1914 that had 
left tensions high. The more immediate cause for 
the war was tensions over territory in the Balkans. 
Austria-Hungary competed with Serbia and Russia 
for territory and infl uence in the region and they 
pulled the rest of the Great Powers into the confl ict 
through their various alliances and treaties. 

That’s how easy it is to start a war. The recent 
‘Arab Spring’ uprisings in the North Africa and the 
Middle East must remain a sombre lesson to us all 
as to just how swiftly war can break out. Those who 
so easily talk of ‘100 years of peace, have clearly not 
understood history and man’s aggressive nature 
and voracity for power, possessions and resources.

So, I’d like you to cast your minds back to 
1914, you are 16 years old and in your fi nal year 
at Pretoria Boys High School, preparing for your 
fi nal examinations. Europe is many thousands of 
kilometres away and with no television, cell phones 
or satellite communications available, only short 
wave radio, Morse code and newspapers pronounce 
on the war in Europe. You’re not particularly 
interested, after all, what has a War in Europe got to 
do with you in South Africa?

Well, South Africa, under British colonial rule 
and infl uence since the declaration of Union in 
1910, saw the development of a strong support base 
for the war eff ort and it was not long before many 

thousands of excited, young South African men 
sailed from our shores to join British Expeditionary 
forces in Europe to “fi ght for king and country”, not 
understanding exactly what war involved. Soldiers, 
146,000 whites, 83,000 blacks and 2,500 ‘Coloureds” 
and Asians, served in South African military units 
during the war. How many of those young souls, 
lying in the wet, muddy trenches in Flanders under 
inhumane living conditions must have longed to be 
back at school at Pretoria Boys High? Imagine, if you 
will, the terror of continuous bombing onslaughts, 
the requirement to ‘go over the top’ – an infantry 
charge into a barrage of machine gun fi re at close 
range – being cut down in the prime of their youth 
- the probability of survival was low, the probability 
of being wounded high. The life expectancy of 
the infantryman in the Flanders trenches could be 
measured in weeks.

An estimated 3,000 South Africans also joined the 
Royal Flying Corps; pilots were rushed into battle 
with barely a few hours of fl ying experience on 
aircraft that were inherently unstable and diffi  cult 
to fl y – of the 14000 lives lost in the Royal Flying 
Corps, 8000 were due to accidents. Theoretically, 
young pilots were not expected to survive more 
than 11 combat fl ying hours. The total South African 
casualties during WWI were about 18,600 with over 
12,452 killed.

There is no question that South Africa greatly 
assisted the Allied war eff ort through the courage 
and fi ghting spirit of its soldiers, airmen and sailors. 
The SAAF produced 39 aces in WWI. Beauchamp 
Proctor was South Africa's highest scoring ace during 
World War I. When the war began, he abandoned 
his engineering studies at the University of Cape 
Town to join the Royal Flying Corps in March 1917. 
An S.E. 5A pilot, Beauchamp Proctor was just fi ve 
feet two inches tall (1.5 metres). His height made it 
necessary to raise the seat and modify the controls 
of the aircraft he fl ew. Despite these diffi  culties, he 
claimed 54 victories and became the British Empire's 
highest scoring balloon buster and was awarded the 
Victoria Cross.

WWI was distinctive for two major catastrophes, 
the Battle of Delville Wood and the sinking of the SS 
Mendi. Delville Wood, 14 July during the Battle of 
the Somme in northern France, after the two weeks 
of carnage, it became evident that a breakthrough of 
either the Allied or German line was most unlikely 
and the off ensive had evolved to the capture of 
woods which off ered either side tactical advantages 
from which to launch further attacks. Delville Wood 
was one such feature, making it important to German 
and Allied forces. General Douglas Haig intended 
to secure the British right fl ank of the off ensive. The 
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battle achieved this objective and was considered a 
tactical Allied victory but this tactical victory needs 
to be measured against the losses sustained as well 
as the fact that the British advance to the north had 
made only marginal gains by the end of the battle.

This was the fi rst major engagement entered 
into by the South African 1 Infantry Brigade 
and the casualties sustained by this Brigade 
were of catastrophic proportions. Units were 
normally considered to be incapable of combat 
if their casualties had reached 30% and they were 
withdrawn once this level had been attained. The 
South African Brigade suff ered losses of 80%, yet 
they managed to hold the Wood as ordered. This 
feat has been described as "…the bloodiest battle of 
hell of 1916." 3155 South African soldiers entered the 
woods, only 619 returned.

Loss of life is a by product of war; In the single 
largest loss of South African lives, on the morning 
of 21 February 1917, the troopship SS Mendi, 
from Cape Town en route to battlefront in France, 
carrying the last contingent of the South African 
Native Legion comprising 805 black private, 5 white 
offi  cers and 17 non-commissioned offi  cers as well as 
33 crewmembers, collided with the SS Darro, which 
travelling at full speed and emitting no warning 
signals, rammed the SS Mendi, which sank in 20 
minutes; lifeboats from the SS Mendi's escorting 
destroyer, HMS Brisk, rowed among the survivors, 
trying to rescue them. There are many stories about 
the men's bravery as the ship went down. One 
of them is that of the Reverend Isaac Wauchope 
Dyobha, called out words of encouragement to the 
dying men. "Be quite and calm my countrymen, for 
what is taking place now is what you came here to 
do. We are all going to die, and that is what we came 
for. Brothers, we are drilling the death drill. I, a Zulu, 
say here and now that you are all my brothers… 
Xhosas, Swazis, Pondos, Basotho and all others, let 
us die like warriors. We are the sons of Africa. Raise 
your war cries my brothers, for though they made us 
leave our assegais back in the kraals, our voices are 
left with our bodies”:

The men sang and stamped the death dance 
together as the SS Mendi sank, taking with her 
all still on board and many who leapt into the icy 
waters (607 black troops along with 9 of their fellow 
white countrymen and all 33 crewmembers). Of note 
is that, regardless of clan or tribe, these men faced 
death together as South Africans. Like so many 
other military disasters, the story of the SS Mendi is 
a story of supreme courage in the face of death and 
valour shown between brothers toward each other 
in dire circumstances. The courage displayed by 
these men has remained a legend in South African 
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The PBHS museum curator, Mr Keith Gibbs, with General Barker in 
the museum

The headmaster reads the school's roll of honour for the two World 
Wars and confl icts since 1945.
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military history
Despite political promises that WWI was to War 

to end all Wars”, it took just another 21 years of 
peace before WWII commenced; the main causes 
of World War II were once again nationalistic 
tensions, unresolved issues, and resentments 
resulting from WWI in Europe, plus the eff ects of the 
Great Depression in the 1930s. The culmination of 
events that led to the outbreak of war are generally 
understood to be the 1939 invasion of Poland by 
Germany and Russia and the 1937 invasion of the 
Republic of China by the Empire of Japan.

Of the 334,000 South Africans who volunteered for 
full-time service in the South African Army during 
WWII (211,000 whites, 77,000 blacks and 46,000 
coloureds and Indians, the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission has records of 11,023 known 
South African war dead during World War II. World 
War 2 Total Deaths approximated a phenomenal 
63,185,500

Thousands of South Africans have not only paid 
the ultimate sacrifi ce in wars past, but have proven 
themselves formidable warriors. During WWII, the 
South African Air Force produced 48 aces. Major 
Edwin Swales Victoria Cross, Group Captain ‘Sailor’ 
Malan, the outstanding fi ghter pilot of the Battle of 
Britain, and by the end of 1941 was the top scorer 
with 32 kills, who developed the "Ten Rules for Air 
Fighting", which remains, still today, the classic 
tenets for successful air combat. South African born 
Sqn Ldr Pat Pattle became a WWII fl ying ace of the 
RAF and is sometimes noted as being the highest-
scoring British and Commonwealth pilot of the 
Second World War, his fi nal score was at least 40. 
Young South African lives continued to be lost to the 
war in Korea and Angola; all making the ultimate 
sacrifi ce.

Why should we commemorate Remembrance 
Day? It is an annual event worldwide which 
honours all soldiers who made the supreme sacrifi ce 
for their country in wars and confl ict, including the 
struggle for freedom and democracy. In supporting 
the overall theme of unifi cation and nation-building, 
it is important to acknowledge sacrifi ces made 
by combatants drawn from all communities and 
sections of our people. 

We proudly lay wreaths and wear the red poppy 
in remembrance of the noble and gallant fallen in the 
wars of our long history. Red is the colour of sacrifi ce, 
the colour of blood. We have worn the red poppy 
since 1921, inspired by the Flanders poppy and by 
the fi rst line from Lt. Col. John McCrae’s poem, 
“In Flanders Fields the poppies blow, between the 
crosses, row on row.” And since the fi rst Armistice 
Day, we honour the dead, as well as the living who 

The PBHS WW2 memorial after the wreath laying

Guest speaker at the Remembrance Day service, General Des Barker, 
SAAF (retired)
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every day make sacrifi ces in the hope that we can 
live in peace. Did you know that on the 11th day of 
the 11th month at 11h00 in Europe and Britain each 
year, all movement is brought to a halt for a period 
of 1 minute as church bells ring out in homage to the 
brave that paid for their courage with their lives.

Sadly, we dare not take peace for granted. 
Throughout most of the human story, the norm for 
most of mankind has been war and suff ering. Peace 
is the exception in human history. And so we are 
grateful that, in living memory, most of us have not 
seen war on the scale that our ancestors knew it. 
Certainly, there is no bigger sacrifi ce than to defend 
your country with your life – or sacrifi ce your life for 
a comrade, it is the highest calling. 

Mankind has unfortunately perfected the art of 
killing, as governments and politicians worldwide 
discretely continue to use soldiers as pawns in the 
game of international politics, often camoufl aged by 
hidden agenda’s and misplaced strategies. We need 
only look at the world around us to see the fi ckleness of 
the human being as greed and power plays out on the 
battlefi elds in Africa, in the Middle East and in South 
East Asia. There is no evidence of this era of ‘so-called 
100 year peace’ that is often claimed by politicians. 
Conventional warfare and terrorism exists in a world 
that has continuously become more dangerous. 

In the current state of the world, there is no reason 
to believe that the world has become a safer or better 
place in which to live and as such, the probability 
of confl ict in some form or other implies that the 

requirement for each country to possess a military 
force to defend itself, remains. The military structure 
will therefore always require fi ghters; those that 
take the fi ght to the enemy and engage in mortal 
combat, those who duel against one another, until the 
strongest and cleverest is victorious. Obviously, with 
confl ict, the probability of human sacrifi ce exists.

So how does one pay homage to those that 
have made the ultimate sacrifi ce in the service 
of their country or given their life for a comrade? 
Families erect gravestones in remembrance of their 
departed loved one’s. Governments the world over 
have erected monuments to pay homage to fallen 
Comrades in Arms, both to those whose names are 
known and those that are unknown since in the 
horrors of battle, it is often not possible to identify 
all those that perished. The South African Air Force 
has the Bays Hill Monument with all the names of 
those that have died in defence of their country. At 
Pretoria Boys High School we must endeavour to 
acknowledge all those soldiers that have lost their 
lives in service of the South Africa as their names are 
called, one by one - the commemoration of Armstice 
Day is an essential part of who we are. We know 
that war is the price of securing peace and so let us 
remember the fallen who went far from home to 
answer the call of peace, and who gave their lives 
to everlasting memory. Their glory shall not be 
blotted out and their names liveth forevermore. “At 
rising of the sun and at its going down, WE WILL 
REMEMBER THEM”.

Guests enjoying tea after the service, including Mr Brian Newby (front left), an old boy of the school who served in WW2
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The Form One history pupils undertake projects on 
a Renaissance era scientist, inventor or doctor. These 

were some of the best eff orts in 2012, Leonardo da 
Vinci being a defi nite favourite.

1. James Bullock, aka Leonardo da Vinci, enters into the spirit of the original Renaissance genius! (Da Vinci helicopter)
2. Steven Meyer and Ben Adler (Da Vinci swing bridge)
3. Kevin Hendriks and Aeron Land (Da Vinci siege ladder)
4.  Hugh White and Francois van Wyk (Da Vinci tank)
5.  Kristoff er Nderita and Alex Pienaar (Da Vinci multi-barrelled cannon)
6.  Glen Thatcher and Aaron Cloete (William Harvey – blood circulation)

1 2
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5 6
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1. Geor Schulze and Andreas Meyer
2. Gareth Waldeck and Levi Homann
3. Fabio Carbonatto and Jandré Gerber
4.  Jaime de Gois and Karish Naidoo

5.  JJ Mayoli and Caleb Kinimi
6.  Dylan Slogrove
7.  Werner Reyneke and Louis Nell
8. Ivan Benn and Keegan Stratford
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Olympic swimmer & BBC fi lm
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In the year of the London Olympic Games in which 
South African swimmers achieved top honours, 

we hosted a visit by one of the SA team members, 
Cameron van den Bergh.

1

2

3 4

1.  The Olympic gold medal 
swimmer poses with members of 
the Boys High swimming teams 
after the assembly.

2.  Cameron van den Bergh 
addresses a special school 
assembly.

3.  During the fi lming of a BBC 
documentary on his life, old boy 
Peter Hain, MP, talks to a group 
of Form IV boys. They were (l 
to r) Tlhogi Mosuwe, Jay Cowie 
and George Bowmaker-Falconer.

4.  Peter Hain, currently a British 
Member of Parliament who 
attended PBHS in the 1960s in 
conversation with senior boys, 
including George Bowmaker-
Falconer, seen here.
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As part of its fund-raising activities for charity 
during 2012, a cycle race was held on the school 
grounds. Competitors ranged from current pupils 
and their parents to old boys and also some very 

serious-minded mountain biking clubs. There 
were over two-hundred entrants and the event, 
the fi rst of its kind at the school, was judged a 
great success.

Cycle Race
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Another initiative of the RCL was a rock concert 
held on one of the sports fi elds one Friday evening. 

It featured Boys High bands and musicians as well 
as some invited artists.

"Fields of Rock"
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The school hosts annual reunions of old boys who 
have matriculated 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 years back. 
Also undertaken, albeit on a less regular basis, are 
60 Year-On reunions, the most senior groups of old 

boys. In 2012 we were privileged to host the 1952 
group. The photographs below give some idea of 
how these men and their wives enjoyed the freedom 
of Boys High on Friday 18 May.

The 60 Year-on Reunion & 
Support Staff Farewell
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A luncheon in honour of two long serving members 
of the school’s support staff  was held in the 
Sommerville Pavilion. On the left is the headmaster 

with Petrus Kabini and on the right are Ezekiel 
Kungwane and his wife.

1 2

3 4

1.  After a full morning of activities including a visit to the museum, tea in the library and attendance of a special Friday assembly, the guests 
enjoy a well-deserved lunch in the Sommerville Pavilion.

2. The headmaster, Mr Tony Reeler, welcomes old boys of the 1952 group and their wives on the front lawn of Solomon House.
3.  Members of the 1952 Reunion groups on the steps in front of the main builing after the Friday assembly. One of their teachers, Mr Ted Jones, is 

in the front row, fourth from the right.
4.  A signifi cant feature of this reunion was reuniting two old boys with the restored original statue of “Danny”. On the left is Danny Swart who 

posed for the statue while it was being carved from wood, and on the right is Kallie Rottcher who, together with the art master, Walter Battiss, 
and other boys, did the sculpturing.
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Our convoy of combis encountered wet and windy 
conditions on our way south. Poor visibility and pot-
holed roads made the journey even more diffi  cult 
for our intrepid drivers, Mr Hassenkamp and Mr 
Sithole.

We stopped at the Madiba Brickworks in 
Harrismith where we learned how certain types of 
fi ne-grained mud can be transformed in a furnace 
into solid and long-lasting bricks, which are so vital 
to our country’s growth and development.

At the Vaal Dam we braved the wind and rain in 
order the better to understand the origins and purposes 
of the vast expanse of water, which resembled then a 
Scottish loch rather than an African inland riviera.

Not even the foul weather could diminish the 

impact of our fi rst sighting of the golden sandstone 
cliff s of Golden Gate. Since camping overnight had 
to be ruled out, we were accommodated instead in 
comfortably warm, dry chalets, from which we were 
able to enjoy the spectacular landscape.

The next morning we undertook a short hike past 
and beneath the magnifi cent cliff s, which enabled us 
all to appreciate the majesty of what is undoubtedly 
one of the most beautiful features of South Africa.

All twenty-eight of us thank Mr Hassenkamp and 
Mr Franken for all the trouble they took to open our 
eyes and minds to the geography of our land.

Jesse Parvess
(Form III)

1 2

3 4

1.  Mr Hassenkamp points out some of the geological features of the Golden Gate Park to interested (and not so interested) pupils.
2.  In one of the caves at the top of the Holkrans hike.
3.  Start of the magical Holkrans trail, in less than perfect weather, to see some bushman paintings.
4.  Tristan Eve and Wade Gunning enjoy the tour of the Heidelberg Brick Works
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This year's history tour was mainly devoted to sites 
relating to the Great Trek, the Anglo-Zulu War and 
the two Anglo-Boer Wars. A total of twenty-three 
senior history pupils joined Mr MacDonald and 
me for three days of "dawn to dusk" South African 
history.

We set out early on a Sunday morning with parents 
providing a send-off  from the front of the school. A 
long fi rst leg took us to Standerton where we stopped 
at the Kruger Bridge for breakfast and some local 
history including the town's role in the two Boer 
wars. With the "inner men" somewhat recharged, 
we set off  for Volksrust and a brief roadside stop to 
view the remains of the Convention Bridge and to 
hear about its connection to Swaziland's annexation 
by the Transvaal. The main task of the morning was, 
however, the ascent of Majuba mountain, using 
much the same route as that used by the Boers in 
1881. A stiff  climb took us to the summit, a bowl-
shaped peak which was held for a few hours by 
General Colley and his British troops before they 
were soundly defeated. A short talk provided the 
salient details of the decisive battle of this war, 
which forced Britain to restore the independence of 
the Transvaal Republic. In addition to relics of the 
battle (including graves, memorials and the shallow 
British water well) undertaking the climb rewards 
one with spectacular views in all directions. The 
mountain is also a useful vantage point from which 
to look down on another battlefi eld in the same war, 
namely Laing's Nek.

Skirting around the base of Majuba in the buses 
took us to O'Neil's Cottage, a simple stone building 
which was used in 1881 for the signing of a cease fi re 
agreement which concluded hostilities in the fi rst 
Anglo-Boer war. Although a national monument, 
the building is in dire need of restoration – one of 
countless historical sites across the country which 
are now being completely neglected. The cottage 
provided some welcome relief from the sun and 
we had a fi nger lunch there before setting off  for 
Schuinshoogte en-route to Newcastle. This site saw 
a spontaneous showdown between British and Boer 
forces on the supply route from Newcastle to the 
main British camp at Mount Prospect. 

Thanks to the kindness of the curator who was 
willing to open the museum for us on a Sunday 
afternoon, we were able to visit Fort Amiel on the 
outskirts of Newcastle. This dates back to the 1870s 
and has been beautifully restored to its appearance 
around 1900. It now serves as a museum of local 
history. After a talk by the curator about the 
background to the fort, we were shown the workings 
of a heliograph, the signalling device which used 
defl ected sunlight to send Morse code messages 

to adjacent forts. This was appropriate as the last 
stop of the day, Fort Mistake (or more correctly, Fort 
One Tree Hill) was originally built for this purpose 
and resembles an Indian hill fort. Arriving at the 
fort shortly before sunset meant that we had to 
undertake the climb to the top of the koppie with 
some energy. Despite one of our party managing 
to fall into a waist-deep mud pool, we reached the 
tiny fort and made the descent without any serious 
mishaps. 

Our base for the tour was the historic farmhouse 
of the Mehl family who have strong Boys High 
connections. We were welcomed on arrival by Sarie 
Mehl, the current owner and the boys were soon 
fi nding rooms in the sprawling old homestead and 
starting preparations for supper. 

The second day began in front of the waenhuis 
with some background on how the farm fi tted into 
the history of the area, particularly with regard to 
the original trekkers and the Boer War (when the 
house was used as a British offi  cers' mess). We 
then set off  for a very full day of activities, starting 
with the Blood River site. The full scale replica of 
the trekker laager on the exact spot where the battle 
was fought in 1838 makes it easier to conjure up the 
main aspects of the confrontation of trekkers under 
Andries Pretorius with Dingaan's Zulu impis. On 
the opposite side of the river are the museum and 
cultural centre devoted to the Zulu nation which, 
unsurprisingly, is being greatly expanded. We 
visited the section which is currently open and then 
after a cold drink headed back to Dundee. 

The Talana museum complex, located on the Smith 
family farm on which the 1899 battle was fought, 
continues to expand and has displays devoted to 
the local agricultural, coal and glass industries, the 
history of Dundee, and the wars which have been 
fought in this part of northern KwaZulu-Natal. The 
boys were allowed to wander through the diff erent 
sections on their own which, needless to say, resulted 
in some remarkably quick "self-guided" tours! After 
lunch (some of it consumed by individuals sitting 
in mine coco pans!), a brief outline of the battle of 
Talana was provided – some of the farm buildings 
dating back to when this inconclusive encounter 
took place at the outset of the second Anglo-Boer 
war.

With two busloads of slumbering boys we set 
out for the two Anglo-Zulu War battlefi elds. The 
"siesta" at least made for less in the way of tone-deaf 
choruses to distract the drivers! Rorkes Drift remains 
a fascinating place and it is always good to see boys 
enthralled by this stand by eighty or so British 
redcoats against the seemingly impossible odds of 
four thousand Zulu warriors. We had a quick look 

History Tour
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at the museum, the memorials and the layout of the 
defence works before crossing the Buff alo River and 
heading into Zululand to Isandhlwana. This part of 
the tour is traditionally scheduled for late afternoon 
when the site, dominated by the Sphinx-shaped 
mountain, has an amazing atmosphere. With the 
sun dipping in the west and a cold wind blowing 
from the opposite direction we walked over much 
of the ground where the British battalion and NNC 
troops had fought and perished against twenty-two 
thousand Zulu warriors who braved rifl e, artillery 
and even rocket fi re to overrun the camp. 

Back at the farmhouse it was braai night with 
everyone taking part in preparing the meal which 
was enjoyed around the huge dining room table. 
Looking for a table tennis ball, some boys chanced 
upon a newspaper from the 1960s and could not 
believe the prices which appeared on each page – an 
unplanned history lesson in the declining value of 
money!

Day three, the last morning of the tour and so we 
had to pack the trailer before departing. Traversing 
some stunning landscapes we headed into Ladysmith 
– As after the KES game at the beginning of the year 
we felt we let ourselves down and worked really 
hard at the training sessions during the week.

 the British garrison town besieged for three 
months in 1899-1900 by the Boer forces. The tour 
of "siege town" began with the artillery pieces in 
front of the town hall (the clock tower of which was 
hit by a Long Tom shell). This was followed by the 
small but informative siege museum which contains 
hundreds of relics and photographs. Predictably, the 
item which evoked the most interest was a piece of 
tattooed skin from a British soldier! 

The Anglican church in Ladysmith is another 
building which dates from the siege and which was 
also struck by a Long Tom shell; the hole which it 
made is still visible in the roof of the porch. We were 
able also to walk about in the interior with its brass 
regimental memorials listing every British soldier 
killed in Natal, a reminder of the human cost of war.

Before leaving Ladysmith we stopped to view the 
mosque which stands on the river. Reputedly one 
of the most beautiful in the southern hemisphere, 
it dates back only half a century, but it provided a 
suitable spot to talk a little about the origins and role 
of the Indian population in South Africa.

Road works on both tar and gravel provided 
a challenge as we made our way to the last battle 
site. A water truck provided one slumbering 
school boy with a shower through an open bus 
window, cause for much mirth at his expense! 
The summit of Spioenkop, a prominent mountain 
facing the Drakensberg, can be reached by road 

History Tour
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and constitutes one of the most compact Boer War 
battlefi elds, only a few acres in extent. In the fi rst 
weeks of the twentieth century it became the scene of 
concentrated slaughter which foreshadowed World 
War One. The British trench lines were turned into 
mass graves and eff ectively convey something of 
the horror of the battle. During the introductory talk 
on the battle which was undertaken on the southern 
crest overlooking the dam and the game reserve, we 
were fortunate to glimpse a rare site as a rhino cow 
and calf moved through the bush, creatures now 
facing their own battle, against extinction, as a result 
of the activities of poachers.

All that remained was the long road back to 
Pretoria which we reached shortly after dark. We 
thank the boys who joined us for their enthusiasm 
and fi ne behaviour – it was a pleasure to have them 
on the tour.

My sincere thanks to Mr Clyde MacDonald 
who accompanied me on this tour, thus making it 
feasible. Next year we hope to take history out of the 
classroom again with both local and overseas tours 
– Europe here we come!

Mr John Illsley
(Head of Department: History)
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1.  Sheldon Terblanche and Christian Imrie at the summit of 
Majuba mountain alongside the memorial where General Colley 
died during the battle.

2.  The touring group has lunch at the historic O’Neill’s cottage, 
now sadly neglected.

3.  All of the “History tourists” outside the waenhuis on the 
historic Mehl farm near Wasbank. 

4.  Viewing the mass graves on the site of the battle of Spionkop
5.  The boys try out one of the replica wagons in the laager at Blood 

River.
6.  End of Day 1 – we hurriedly visit Fort Mistake at last light, 

after a stiff  climb to this 1880s relic.
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First Aid
Our First Aid Society
Our First Aid Society boys are fortunately not 
exposed to wars but the skills learnt and practised 
by PBHS First Aiders will stand them in good stead 
in any emergency situation. At school they are on 
stand-by during the week, on Saturdays at home 
fi xtures and have treated many boys at the San and 
on the sports fi elds, as well as attending to school 
boys during the school day as the need arises. This 
year … PBHS boys were completed First Aid Level 
1 and 2: this certifi cation is valid for 3 years and we 
hope they put their training to good use.

As a demonstration of the importance of First 
Aid / Response in the community Sr Stockwell 
organised a very interesting and informative visit to 
Boys High by an ER 24 Ambulance and ALS priority 
crew to discuss the “Golden Hour” and display 
various techniques and equipment carried in the 
ambulance as well as to foster good relations with 
our local emergency response services. All boys at 
PBHS and PGHS First Aiders were invited to this 
occasion. The ambulance visit was cut short when 
the ambulance crew was called to an emergency: 
the boys all helped pack the ambulance and with 
a few blasts of the horn, the ambulance was on its 
way. Boys came running from two of the boarding 
houses to fi nd out what had happened! Amongst 
other ad hoc training and lectures, CPR and log-
rolling practices as well as Concussion Management 
lectures were held before the start of the winter 
sports training season. 

University of Pretoria journalism students 
interviewed Sr Stockwell about First Aid at the school 
and fi lmed proceedings at the ER 24 Ambulance visit 
as well as at one of the school’s home fi xtures capturing 

the First Aid boys in action at the First Aid station.
A memorable occasion each year is the Form V 

Farewell function at which the society’s Form Vs 
are honoured and thanked for their loyalty and 
commitment to the society. The 2012 group, Ronk 
Hwang, Ari Nicolaides, Floris Bonafede and Craig 
Leslie, were our special guests that evening, as well as 
Mrs Albers and Mr Cuan Young, a former Chairman 
of the society who is now a paramedic and who 
volunteered to assist us at our Saturday Home Fixtures 
this year. This is always a fun-fi lled evening especially 
when the “special awards” are made: mention must go 
to the “Covert Operatives” who did sterling work this 
year as well as the other recipients such as Rookie of the 
Year, Scribe of the Year and …… Most Concussed First 
Aider of the Year! Yes, First Aiders also suff er injuries. 
The camaraderie amongst the society’s members is 
very noticeable as the members come from all forms in 
the school and the boys all help and advise each other 
as necessary during their time on duty together. They 
give up a lot of time in service to the school and are to 
be commended for this

Many thanks to the PA who supplied the First 
Aiders with delicious rolls and cool drinks whilst on 
duty: thanks also to Mrs Matthews, Mrs Albers and 
Mr Sithole for assisting us at the First Aid station. 

Congratulations to the First Aiders who achieved 
Half Colours for Service because of their hard 
work and dedication throughout this year: Jason 
Kleinhentz, Aiden Malan, Karish Naidoo, Kimon 
Nicolaides, Kossy Obodozie, Gareth Waldeck and a 
re-award to Chamond Hwang and Duane van Wyk.

Sr Jeannette Christian and Sr Carol Stockwell

L–R: Saturday team: Cameron Williams, Gareth Waldeck, Sr Stockwell, Ryan Carlson, 
Mrs Albers, Ryan Dreyer, George Bowmaker-Falconer, Kossy Obodozie, Mr Cuan Young 

(kneeling)

Jason Kleinhentz, Duane van Wyk and Ryan Dreyer making sure 
that Katlego Nteta is securely strapped onto the trauma board
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Front Row L–R: R Hwang, A Nicolaides, Mrs D Albers, Sr C Stockwell (Staff -in-Charge), Sr J Christian (Staff -in-Charge), G Bowmaker-
Falconer, F Bonafede. 

Second Row L–R: K Malele, A Menu, G Waldeck, C Hwang, K Nicolaides, J Love, L Hope-Sotherton, J Paradza. 
Back Row L–R: J Kleinhentz, R Dreyer, D van Wyk, A Malan, C Leslie, D Hollier, C Williamson, A Ngelanga, K Naidoo. 

Absent: R Carlson, K Obodozie, M Hammill, Cameron Williams.

1 2

3 4

1.  Display at Commencement Ceremony L–R: Duane van Wyk, Ryan Dreyer, Jason Kleinhentz, Chamond Hwang, Johnny Love Front: Katlego Nteta
2.  Street Mile support: Chamond Hwang, Karish Naidoo, Gareth Waldeck and Johnny Love
3.  Khumo Malele, Kimon Nicolaides, Jonathan Bidgood with the CPR practice mannequins
4.  ER24 Abulance crew “Show and Tell” for PBHS and PHSG First Aid Societies
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In addition to our routine responsibilities, we 
have endeavoured throughout this year to keep 
our borrowers and browsers interested in and 
intellectually stimulated by what is happening in 
the Media Centre.

We keep pur display boards up-to-date with all 
our new titles, we list the names of the most avid 
readers, we display our resources by relating them 
thematically to one another: “Just 4 fun” included 
humour, “Man-made marvels”, “World wonders”, 
“The Olympic Games” and “Arbor Day” were some 
of our displays’ titles. We keep our web-site up-to-
date with our latest books and DVD titles, and an 
interesting quotation every week.

During August Mrs Theron, Mrs Mahlangu and 
all the media prefects shared the excitement, some 
for the fi rst time, of a ride on the Gautrain to and 
from Sandton, where we dined, enjoyed our chosen 
fi lm, visited the library, the Mandela statue, and 
Exclusive Books.

At the end of the third term, Mrs Theron retired 

from teaching, having served the school for eighteen 
years. A farewell dinner was held in her honour 
in the media centre; guests included Mr and Mrs 
Schroder, and Mr Reeler, as well as several members 
of staff  and media prefects.

We thank Mrs Theron for her hard work and 
dedication throughout all her years at the school. 
Her legacy is a fi rst-class school media centre, fully 
computerised, housing over eighteen thousand 
books and four hundred DVD titles. We wish her a 
long and happy retirement.

This year’s top readers were Kamogela Kekana 
and Prashiv Radia.

Full Colours were awarded to Damian Sinovich, 
Angelo Bernardi, Mohamed Ebrahim, Mbulelo 
Jimlongoe.

I thank all the media prefects for all their hard 
work.

Damian Sinovich
(Head Media Prefect)

Media Centre
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Media Prefects

Front Row L–R: M Ebrahim, D Sinovich, Mrs A Theron, D Thomas, R Hoekstra. 
Second Row L–R: J Lebakeng, E Delpierre, I Pitamber, R Singh, C Kissoon, S Matema, J Olusegun, C Olinger, M Masenya. 

Third Row L–R: P Radia, K Mocheko, M Blignaut, K Korf, M Le Roux, W Thomas, S Magadlela, J Coetzee, A Cloete. 
Back Row L–R: O Kgotle, D Wiggill, D Botes, A Meyer, J Idowu, G Meiring. 

Absent: M J Reeler, A Bernardi, T Stadler, S Mahlangu, D Sparrow, T Maringa, N Moerane.
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Angelo Bernardi and Damien Sinovich with the Library display set up for the Commencement Ceremony displays.
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Social Outreach
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over the organisation of our outreach initiatives, 
in addition to the running of the Social Outreach 
Society. This has brought me into closer contact 
with the various charities which Boys High has 
supported over the last few years. It has made me 
very aware of how immensely privileged we are 
and how important it is for is to make the boys more 
aware of the needs of those less fortunate than they 
are. This has a two-fold benefi t for them: they begin 
to appreciate all they have, and they will, one hopes, 
be more willing to share with and to serve others.

Pretoria Boys High has extended its Outreach 
initiative over the last few years, thanks to the 
commitment and hard work of Mrs Helene 
Donaldson, and it is a privilege for me to continue 
her work. We support numerous charities – Bramley 
Children’s Home, Kingdom Life Orphanage, 
Mohau Centre, Bakwena House, Salvokop Street 
Shelter – through the collections of stationery, food 
and clothing. My thanks and appreciation go to all 
the parents who through their boys have donated 
generously thoughout the year. Each of these 
organisations is fi niding it increasingly diffi  cult to 
survive in the current economic climate and with 
the lack of government funding.

We really do make a diff erence to the lives of 
those less fortunate than we are. Please continue to 
instil in your boys a compassion for others. It makes 
them young men of whom we can be very proud.

The Social Outreach Society is the arms which reach 
out practically to others. We get involved on a personal 
level with the community. It has, once again, been a year 
of growth in numbers and we have added another old 

age home to our commitments. We are now involved 
at Huis Johannes Postma, where we play games and 
have tea once a month; Princess Christian Home, 
which we visit every second Wednesday; the Mohau 
Centre, which is an afternoon enjoyed by all the boys; 
and The Salvokop Street Shelter, which provides an 
afternoon of very competitive soccer.

I am always amazed at the capacity for love and 
compassion which the boys show at each of these 
institutions. They get involved with the kids from 
Mohau; they run around on a soccer fi eld and they 
display endless patience while they play scrabble 
(often horrifying me with the words which they 
create), rummykub or chess with elderly, often 
infi rm, people. What I am most appreciative of is 
their commitment. There are some truly awesome 
young men in the society.

It is with sadness that I say goodbye to the Matric 
group, in particular Floris Bonafede, who has led 
the society as chairman for the last two years. He 
has been an absolute rock and has been totally 
dependable. His departure will really be a loss to 
the Outreach Society and I will miss him. I trust 
that, as with so many of the other chairmen through 
the years, he will always retain his compassion for 
others and will in some way remain involved with 
outreach initiatives wherever he is.

I look forward to 2013 and what it holds for 
outreach at Boys High. I believe that the growth in 
the society is a sign that we are doing something 
right.

Mrs P Vlag
(Master in Charge)

RCL – Social Outreach

Front Row L–R: Ms T Parker, F Bonafede, Mrs P Vlag, I Salie, Ms J Beckwith. 
Second Row L–R: X Da Silva, W Reyneke, K Mangoale, R Coetzee, T Martins, W Collings, L Hope-Sotherton, C Williams. 

Back Row L–R: K Mocheko, E Uys, M Tohoungba, S Myint, B Tohoungba, R Hoekstra.
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1.  Soccer against the Street Shelter
2. At the Mohau Centre
3.  Christmas party at the Mohau Centre 

4.  Zandro da Silva – Father Christmas at Mohau Centre 
5. Soccer against the Street Shelter
6.  Pieter Brune – Commencement Ceremony
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When Mrs Helene Donaldson retired in September 
2011, I was faced with the daunting task of fi lling her 
rather large shoes. Taking up the reins of Master in 
Charge from her was not for sissies.

Armed with a new RCL group, chaired by Ari 
Nicolaides, and with much enthusiasm, we we set 
out to raise a target of R110 000.

Looking back, I can say confi dently that we had 
a most successful year fi lled with much fun and 
laughter. We were thrilled when we almost reached 
our target with R102,000.

The various events which we held were enjoyed by 
all. The “Hypnotic Madness” show at the beginning 
of the year provided much entertainment as the 
boys were manipulated into being dogs, chickens, 
Michael Jackson and others. The musical quiz show 
“Face the Music”, although an outstanding show, 
was not a great success due to bad timing.

Thirty boys enjoyed the overnight Local Area 
Network (LAN) game competition and left their 
computers to breathe and to eat only when they 
remembered.

The highlight of our year was of course the 
Mountain Bike Race. This event, attended by many 
old boys, was sponsored mainly by Thomas Rundle 
of Barden Tyres. Three hundred cyclists (amongst 
them Mr Reeler and Thomas Rundle) enjoyed the 
splendour of the Boys High grounds on a beautiful 
spring morning. We thank our many sponsors for 

making this day a huge success. As a result, this 
event has been placed on the Boys High calendar as 
an annual event.

The Form I Sports Day and Heritage Day 
contributions helped us to reach our total.

The 2012 RCL decided to do things a little 
diff erently; instead of donating money, we asked 
our chosen charities what they desperately needed 
and we fulfi lled these needs.

We provided three tumble-driers to the Mohau 
Centre at Kalafong Hospital. We bought a freezer, 
industrial vacuum cleaner and a jet sprayer for 
Bramley Children’s Home. We provided school 
uniforms for forty children at the Kingdom Life 
Centre in Saulsville. We bought a GPS for the 
SPCA. We sponsored a dog for the blind. We 
provided fi re equipment and training for the 
Salvokop Street Shelter. We gave a small sum of 
money to the Bethany Pregnancy Crisis Centre, 
to the SPCA, and to the South African Guide Dog 
Association. This money came from pledges made 
by the cyclists.

With the Good Lord at the helm and shoes which 
now fi t better, we approach the new year with much 
enthusiasm and determination to improve upon the 
sum of money raised in 2012.

Mrs M Petrou
(Master in Charge)

RCL
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Front Row L–R: R Champion, A Nicolaides, Mrs M Petrou, J Mlangeni, A McCabe. 
Second Row L–R: T Malete, U Chonco, N Dlamini, J Simpson, B Li, P van der Merwe, E Olusegun. 

Third Row L–R: K Matlolane, C Wilkinson, M de Kiewit, D Moralee, A Smedsrud, R Fair. 
Back Row L–R: R Drabile, R Dreyer, M Petje, D Drabile, C Kyriacou, N Smith. 

Absent: T Sibanda.
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It was a fairly quiet year for the Technical Support 
Team, but not uneventful. 

We started 2012 with an infl ux of Form I’s and II’s 
who wanted to join our team. All of them had to be 
trained and will have to continue their training in 
2013. We are currently in a situation in which half of 
our team members will be leaving at the end of 2013 
– they being in matric. The other half are young and 
inexperienced. It is an unfortunate situation for we 
have no boys in between. To put the cherry on top 
of this lop-sided cake, they have a Master in Charge 
who has no idea how to play a CD, but we will all 
learn as we go along. I even learned how to adjust 
the volume this year – a major achievement for me.

As the annual production was hosted by Girls 
High this year, the Technical Support Team did not 
have much more to do than to assist with scene 
changes during the performances. I was so proud 
of them. They worked like troopers and their 
experience and drive shone like a safety light back-
stage at the Atterbury Theatre. I am grateful that 
these young gentlemen will be with us to assist with 
the very complicated ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ in 2013.

We did ‘Master Harold… and the Boys’ this year as 
our annual fringe production. We played on the fl oor 
of the hall, not the stage, and the audience fl anked 
three sides of the ‘stage’. It was extremely diffi  cult to 
light the show as the hall’s lighting is not designed 
to light the fl oor of the hall. Finally, after much eff ort 
they got the show lit, and even though it was not as 
bright as I would have liked it to be, it certainly was 
‘moody’. Kagiso Mpipi and Kossy Obedozie were 
the two young men responsible for the lights. Junior 
Mofokeng sourced the music for us.

Our fairly peaceful year came to an abrupt end 
when our sound system in the hall started playing 
up. The sound varied from no sound at all to 
feedback problems and assemblies became the most 
stressful event in our collective lives. The company 
which had installed the system serviced and cleaned 
the system and a few problems were pointed out. 
We hope that we will have a more peaceful year in 
2013 as far as sound is concerned. We can only hope.

Ms A van Zyl
(Director of Arts and Culture)

Technical Support Team
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Front Row L–R: N Mickel, Y Ngubegusha (Vice-Chairman), Mrs A van Zyl (Teacher-in-Charge), D Thomas (Chairman), L Mofokeng. 
Second Row L–R: P Makhathini, D Oosthuizen, T Denton, D Fryer, G Mangoale, U Chonco, B Giovannoni. 

Back Row L–R: K Obodozie, M Petje.
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Front Row L–R: W Reyneke, D Banga, Mrs L Kloppers (Teacher-in-Charge), M Black.

The JCC is a non-profi t organisation which serves 
the youth and community of Pretoria. The council 
organises several events to provide opportunities 
for the youth to interact and to take initiative and 
responsibility, while raising funds for charity. The 
diversity of the projects successfully organised by 
the council is of great importance. All projects are 
planned and executed by the council members 
themselves. The patron of the JCC is Mrs Linda 
Oberholzer. The Junior City Council of Pretoria 
currently has thirty-six member schools. Each school 
has two representatives: one Grade 10 and one Grade 
11 pupil, making a total of seventy-two members. 
The term of offi  ce for all councillors is three years, 
but when a council member is in his matric year, his 
membership ends in April of that year whereafter a 
Grade 10 boy is appointed to replace him. During 
2012 PBHS was represented by Werner Reyneke 
(Grade 10) and Mitchell Black (Grade 11). 
The JCC consists of seven committees, with each 
committee meeting diff erent needs: 

Sport: The Fun Run
Youth: The Annual Youth Ball
Arts:   The Art competition and the JCC 

Voices for talented singers
Culture:  Mr and Miss Junior City Council 

Pageant and Mr and Miss JCC 
Popstar

Vitae:  The General Knowledge Quiz, 
Literature competition and the JCC 
Newspaper

Grade 10:  The Annual “Klere Rokkies En 
Enige Frokkies” (Kreef Dag).

Offi  ce-bearers:  The annual Golf Day and the Junior 
Mayor’s Function.

Werner was involved in the Youth committee, and 
I in Art. All of the Art committee’s events went off  
without a hitch. I wish Werner luck with The Youth 
Ball in March 2013.

Rarely do we get the opportunity to change the 
lives of less fortunate children. It was one of the 
objectives of the Junior City Council to improve the 
lives of the children of the charities which we support. 
Our chosen charity for 2012/13 is Maranatha Bana, 
a school for children who are physically or mentally 
disabled – children in need of care, attention.

Mitchell Black
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Outdoor Education
It is fi ve a.m. and the fi rst rays of the morning sun 
pierce the darkened sky. A group of boys wait at the 
fi re circle for the staff  member to take them on a guided 
nature walk. A typical day at Bush School has begun. 

In a world where the youth of today are being 
constantly bombarded by technology, Pretoria 
Boys High recognises the important role that 
outdoor education plays, and with this in mind a 
pilot programme was launched to determine the 
viability of making outdoor education a compulsory 
component in the 2013 Form II year.

Kamoka Bush School, which is situated in the 
Waterberg mountains thirty kilometres north of 
Modimolle and is operated by St Stithians College, was 
chosen as the venue to run four pilot groups which 
went out in April, August, September and October. 
A total of one hundred and fi fty-six Form II boys 
volunteered for the camps and experienced diff erent 
programmes ranging from sixteen to twenty-one days.

Not being a ‘holiday camp’, the activities were 
both physically and mentally challenging. The boys 
were removed from their comfort zones and pushed 
beyond what they thought they were capable of. The 
4,2km Ostrich runs and Polar Bear swims early in 
the mornings really tested courage and endurance, 
especially on those cold winter mornings. Short 
kilometre hikes to the wattle plantation to collect 
fi rewood for hot water, to the cave and to the 

waterfall where the boys conquered their fear of 
heights by doing the seven metre jump, all helped 
them to prepare for the three day hike of over fi fty 
kilometres at the end of the camp.

The many solitary times which the boys spent 
on their own listening to the silence allowed them 
to be introspective. They were challenged to think 
about deep life issues and many found these times 
alone, especially the 24-hour one, very rewarding 
and often life-changing. Each boy kept a journal and 
each day recorded his ‘journey’. As no cell phones 
are allowed, the letters which the boys wrote home 
and those which they received from their families 
were very special.

The boys spent a number of days in the bush 
learning basic survival skills – shelter building, 
cooking on an open fi re. Lessons on fauna and fl ora, 
conservation, geology, astronomy and ecology are 
put into practice in the bush, so it becomes a valuable 
exponential learning experience for the boys. 
Surviving on food for “a dollar-a-day”, using a tin 
as a pot, walking to fetch water, all give the boys an 
insight into how many millions of people live daily. 
This experience also gives them a new perspective and 
appreciation of what they have in life. They also take 
responsibility for their own personal well-being by 
washing clothes by hand in buckets of cold water and 
having daily neatness inspections. Helping to prepare 

Building a pizza over: community service The waterfall jump
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1.  Team work is essential in the ‘potjie-kos’ competition
2. Bush fi rst-aid
3.  The three-day hike
4.  Saving fuel on a game drive

5. Camp-fi re delights – stick-bread over the coals
6. The wildebeest group awaiting inspection
7.  The “Nature detectives” identifying animal remains.
8.  The art of “klei-lat”

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8
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meals, washing dishes and keeping bathrooms clean 
are also life skills which many of the boys learned for 
the fi rst time. A day spent working on the farm doing 
‘community service’ tackles the value of taking time 
to give something back to society.

As the boys were away for an extended period 
of time, they did miss part of the extramural 
programme and some school work. The activities in 
the Bush School programme covered skills taught 
in Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, Languages and 
Life Orientation. The mathematics staff  visited twice 
during each camp and not only kept the boys up 
to speed in mathematics but were also the couriers 
bringing the mail. The boys were divided into 
groups of eight and were seldom with friends from 
school. This forced them to get to know other boys 
in their form, some of whom they had never seen 
before. The group challenges taught valuable lessons 
in team work and confl ict management. Living a 
simple, sustainable lifestyle without technology 
made the boys realise that it is quite easy to live 
without the luxuries of modern society. Friendships 
which were formed often became strong bonds and 
although they arrived as individuals, they left as 
a ‘brotherhood’, as is expressed in a poem which 
Mitch le Roux wrote during his 24-hour solitary.

We walked in as strangers
But we left as brothers.
We all endured the same pain.
We all got hit by the cold, warmth, sun and rain.
Every day we would laugh, we would fi ght,
But by the end of the day it would be all right.
 Together we dived into dark depths and expected the 
unknown,
 Though sometimes we would have to be quiet, but we 
were never alone.
A friend would always be a rock-throw away.
 New bonds were formed, new friends were found,
 And next to your brother you could sleep safe and sound.
Bottoms of pots were scratched,
Rope would break and we would re-attach.
 We now leave this family, this great place, but will 
never forget our brother’s face.

I would like to thank the staff  from Kamoka – Kate 
and Mike Doyle, Adrian, John, Jimmy, Jack, Octavia 
and Tumi – as well as my ‘stooges’ from Boys High – 
JP Dumas, Daniel Christian – and my daughter, Beth, 
for making the pilot project the success which it was 
and for paving the way to make the outdoor education 
programme accessible to all the Form IIs next year.

M Armstrong
(Master in Charge)

Ms Bolduc teaching equations 
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1.   “If you can, you do, and if you can’t you take the photos” 
2.  Consulting the “third linesman” or the scourge of schoolboy 

concentration? 
3.  Sifting the giant amoeba collection at the poolside.
4.  The Boys High cricket haka
5.  The coach: “PLEASE boys, just score once!” 
6.  “What big squinting eyes you have boy!” 
7.  “That’s a funny place to park a jet” 
8.  “Come on, eat a few at a time – they’re really nice and sweet” 
9.  “Cut quickly ma’am. Here comes Mr McBride” 
10.  New installation artwork at Boys High entitled “Transparent 

Cubes II”, one of several variations seen at the school in the latter 
part of 2012. 

11.  “Pitchcover I, the new PBHS hand-launched glider, attempts lift 
off ” 

12.  “Be careful or you could end up carrying the baby!” 

1 2
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4

5 6
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T Matric Results 2011:

The class of 2011 had the largest number of music 
pupils (24) in the history of the school. In spite of this 
high number, the group maintained an average of 80% 
and achieved some superb individual performances: 
André Retief (96%), Julien Lume (95%), Ryan Kirsten 
(92%), Khutlwano Mafulako (88%), Stephan Baggeröhr 
(88%), Lloyd Parker (87%), Richard Oldnall (86%), Yeh 

Chan Park (83%), Ross McGregor (83%), JJ van Niekerk 
(82%), Justin Marsh (81%), Molefe Choane (81%), MJ 
Anderson (80%) – 13 distinctions.

Four of these young men decided to study music 
and three received full bursaries. Congratulations to 
the whole class. We look forward to hearing about 
your musical conquests in the future.

Staff matters
There were few changes to the music staff  
complement.

Philip Loots (organist, pianist, theory of music, 
general music knowledge, Brass Choir, Salon Boys, 
Symphonic Wind Band) returned to the school as 
our offi  cial organist.

Mrs Elmarie van der Vyver (violin, String 
Quartet) decided to focus on performance rather 
than teaching and helped us to acquire the services 
of Ms Judith Klins (viola player in the JPO).

The other, albeit temporary, change was in 
the person of Mr Kyran Matthews who replaced 
Mr Matthew Lombard as saxophone teacher in 
September. Mr Lombard is studying further at the 
Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester, 
where Mr Matthews had just fi nished his degree. He 

has fi tted in grandly with the general madness of the 
Music Department and has even given a solo recital 
in the music room. 

Mr Luke Newby (student teacher for clarinet) will 
in all probability study overseas next year. We say 
thank you and goodbye to him.

The rest of the staff  remains unchanged: Dr Niel 
van der Watt (HOD), Mrs Yvonne Reyburn, Ms 
Mathilda Hornsveld, Mr Abrie Jordaan, all continue 
in a full-time capacity. The part-time teachers are: 
Lizet Smith, Handri Loots, Booby van der Walt, 
Pierre Tolsma, Jeff  Cole, William Bishop, Camilla 
Onea, Katia Sokolova, Marilee Prins. Thank you for 
all your eff orts in the classroom and extramurally. 
The music department is as good as the last practical 
lesson you have taught!

String Quartet 1

Front Row L–R: E Havenga, J Gous. 
Back Row L–R: J Cowie, A Koessler.

Saxophone Quartet 1

Front Row L–R: J Gous, A Horton. 
Back Row L–R: L Masters, A Mulder.
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Awards and Achievements
Many boys played ABRSM examinations at various 
levels this year. We mention only the Grade 8 
achievements which also qualify the boys for Full 
Colours in music: Richard Finlayson (clarinet), 
Duncan Thomas (piano and voice), Adrian Koessler 
(viola), Jay Cowie (violin), Ethanne Soar (cello), Sung 
Eun Park (piano), Rendert Hoekstra (piano), Lizo 
Masters (saxophone), Paul Wombo (trumpet), Ernest 
Uys (trombone), Ross Coetzee (saxophone), Evan 
Havenga (violin), Seth Fobian (voice). Nineteen boys 

entered the Grade 5 Theory examination, seventeen 
of whom passed, and ten of whom achieved a merit 
or distinction.

Cameron Williams (saxophone), a Form II boy 
who came to the school at the start of the year, 
excelled by winning his age-group category of the 
Philip Moore Music Competition in Johannesburg.

Imtiaz Salie (clarinet) has been invited to participate 
in the National Youth Orchestra Course. We hope that 
he will become our representative in the NYO.

Music Events
The fi rst term boasted two large-scale music 

events: The joint production with PHSG, 
Hairspray and the Café Concert. This ever-popular 

series of concerts is the showcase of most of the 
performance groups of the music department. The 
programme:

Symphonic Wind Band

Front Row L–R: K Gersteling, S Kim, P Wombo, E Uys, Mr J Cole (Conductor), Mr P Loots (Organiser), R Coetzee, B Racionzer, J Beukes, M Reeler. 
Back Row L–R: G Kirkcaldy, R Joubert, A Choi, C Williams, M Gous, D Engelbrecht, M Louw, E Shuttleworth.

Clarinet Quartet 1 String Quartet 2

Front Row L–R: N Fair, J Beukes, I Salie, L Masters. Front Row L–R: E Soar, W Scott, J Stier, S Park.
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1. Afrikaanse Hoër Seunskool
Koor
Dirigent – Michael Barrett
Coldplay Medley – Chris Martin et al. verw. M Barrett
Konsertorkes
Dirigent – Floris Smith
Benny Goodman – The King of Swing 
 verw: P Murtha
2. Pretoria High School for Girls
Choir
Conductor – Charlotte Botha
Isoka Lam Mthunzi Namba
Orchestra
Conductor – Valerie Hohls
Les Misérables Medley – C M Schönberg
 arr. R van Rensburg & V Hohls
3. Pretoria Boys High School
Choir
Conductor – Lhente-Marie Pitot
Accompanist – Yvonne Reyburn
Bridge over Troubled Water Paul Simon
Symphony Orchestra
Conductor – Niel van der Watt
La Forza Destino Guiseppe Verdi
  arr. N van der Watt
4. Afrikaanse Hoër Meisieskool
Koor
Dirigent – Michael Barrett

Begeleier – Herman Swanepoel 
Rolling in the Deep Adele Adkins
 verw: M Barrett
Simfonie-Orkes
Dirigent – Eddie Clayton
Pirates of the Caribbean: 
At World’s End Hans Zimmer
 verw: P Lavender & R Longfield

of
Lord of the Dance Ronan Hardiman
 verw: L Moore

Gekombineerder Program
1. Phantom of the Opera Andrew Lloyd Webber
 verw: C Custer
2. Paradise Coldplay
 verw:N van der Watt
3. Sanctus  G Faure
 verw: N van der Watt
4. Ek Wil Vir Jou  Christa Steyn
 verw: N van der Watt
5. Baba Yeto – The Lord’s Prayer (Swahili)   
 Christopher Tin
 verw: M Barrett
6. Anvil Chorus – uit Il Travatore Guiseppe Verdi
 verw:N van der Watt
7. Grace Kelly  MIKA
 verw: M Barrett

The school hosts several Old Boys’ Reunion 
Assemblies ever year, all of which have a musical 
component. It has become a tradition for the choir 

to perform at the 60-years-on, the Orchestra at the 
50-years-on and the Dixie Band at the Thirty-years-
on Assemblies.

Choir
The choir has once again had a fantastic year. Mrs 
Lhente-Marie Pitout continues to extract the best 
from every boy in the choir and, no matter what their 
other commitments the boys seem incredibly loyal 
to the choir. There were many local performances, 
too numerous to mention. The highlights were the 
Café Concert, Four Schools’ Concert, the Tshwane 
Arts Festival, and the choir’s own Lunch Hour 
Concert at the Musaion, UP. The main event of the 
year was the choir tour to Stellenbosch and Cape 
Town to participate in the Gala Evening of the 
ATKV Applous Choir competition. The choir won 
the regional (Gauteng) competition and also the 
national competition in their category. The tour 

was a great success. The choir stayed in the centre 
of Stellenbosch with everything within walking 
distance, even the competition venue. We had a 
memorable day at Cape Point, Hout Bay and a trip 
to Franschhoek. There were joint performances with 
Paul Roos Gimnasium and Laërskool Eikestad. 
It was a most successful tour from a musical and 
social perspective. A word of thanks to the leader 
of the choir, Ari Nicoladesm Jared Beukes and the 
members of the committee. I also thank Mr Wesley 
Koekemoer, our choir organisation, who has worked 
tirelessly behind the scenes, and Mrs Pitout who 
has led the choir to new heights. Long may our 
association continue!



The Pretorian 89

M
U

SI
C

 D
EP

A
R

TM
EN

T

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8

1.  Dixie Band in action
2. Salon Boys: Lerato Masters, Claudio Alho, Cameron Williams.
3.  Junior Guitar Quartet L–R: Llewellyn Strydom, Ian van der Vyver, 

Garth Kirkcaldy, Kevin Gersteling
4.  Senior Guitar Quartet L–R: Tuscan John, Milan Swart, Mr Abri 

Jordaan, Phillip Roux

5. Our rugby star plays viola
6. Dr van der Watt wishing he was somewhere else
7.  Orchestra intensity: Lourens de Beer and Philip Grant
8.  Guitar specialist, Mr Abri Jordaan
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Botoom Row L–R: B Giddy, D den Hartog, Dr N van der Watt (Conductor), A Mulder, G Dreyer, M Gous. 
Second Row L–R: P Wombo, T John. 

Third Row L–R: R Hoekstra, R Finlayson. 
Top Row L–R: J Gous, D Smith, B Racionzer.

Dixie Band

Dixie Band
The Dixie Band was as busy as ever with many 
performances in and about Pretoria. These included 
a number of wedding performances, mostly for 
Old Boys; the twenty-fi rst birthday party of a 
Dixie band Old Boy; the Phobian race; several 
charity performances (Glen Haven, Jaff a, Brooklyn 
Methodist and the Gereformeerde Kerk, Hatfi eld); 
Friday Assemblies, Old Boys’ Dinners and at the 
Tuesday Forum, as light entertainment with Mr Bill 
Schroder’s address.

There were two performances further afi eld. The 
second was to Kopaneng, a retirement centre outside 
Modimolle (Nylstroom) where the band gave a 
performance to the residents and stayed overnight. 
Earlier in the year, the Band was invited to perform 

at the Wakkerstroom Arts Festival. We performed 
three times, two of which performances were hour-
long aff airs in the garden and dining room of a 
guest house (Wetlands Country House) and one at 
the gala concert of the Festival on Saturday evening. 
The Band acquitted themselves very well of their 
task and were mentioned on Radio 702. Needless to 
say, cricket matches were missed, but great fun was 
had by all.

Sadly, we say goodbye to three matrics who have 
left a huge legacy and massive shoes to fi ll. They are: 
James Gous (saxophone), Ben Racionzer (trumpet) 
and Dale Smith (trombone). Thank you to these 
young men for all the music and fun which they 
have created. We will miss you.
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The Symphony Orchestra had a quieter year than usual, 
largely due to a mishap with the tour which we had 
arranged to the Lowveld. The local events continued, 
however, and the Orchestra performed with panache 
at the Café Concert, Friday Assemblies, Lunch House 
Concert at UP, and the Four Schools’ Concert.

The programme this year included two especially 
memorable pieces. The fi rst was the concerto-style 
“Pequena Czarda” by P Itturalde in which James 
Gous took the solo on alto saxophone and competed 
successfully with the orchestra to great eff ect. James 
is a unique individual who has served the Dixie 
Band, Orchestra, String Quartet and Saxophone 
Quartet with equal enthusiasm and expertise. 
Thank you for your mammoth contribution on the 
saxophone and the cello.

The second orchestra piece of note, was the 
Overture to Verdi’s “La Fonza del Destino”. The 
boys took to this arrangement from the word go, 
and played it with passion and conviction, with 
the result that all who heard a performance, could 
hardly believe that it was being performed by a 
schoolboy orchestra.

A word of thanks to seventeen matrics who left 
the orchestra at the end of 2012: Josh Stier (Leader), 
Evan Havenga, Ari Nicolaides, Chris Elsenbroek, 
Jeannot Blum, William Scott, James Gous, Philip 
Grant, Lourens de Beer, Dean Mills, Jared Beukes, 
Floris Bonafede, Dale Smith, Ernest Uys, Ben 

Racionzer, Chris Swanepoel, Ronk Hwang. They 
are leaving a huge gap which we felt at the fi rst 
orchestra rehearsal of the 2013 orchestra. Thank you 
for your enthusiasm and musical input.

Orchestra

Front Row L– R: R Hwang, C Elsenbroek, J Blum, L de Beer, D Mills, F Bonafede, J Stier (Leader), Dr N van der Watt (Conductor), J Gous, 
D Smith, P Grant, W Scott, E Havenga, A Nicolaides, C Swanepoel. 

Second Row L–R: B Racionzer, E Shuttleworth, C Williams, A Valente, L Haskins, J Mills, P Kim, M Glover, I Salie, T Fraser, K van der 
Westhuizen, D Im, D den Hartog, I Putter, E Uys. 

Third Row L–R: P Wombo, A Pretorius, R Hoekstra, K Hendriks, L Masters, C Hwang, A Horton, E Soar, K Rodriguez, Y Park, L Havenga, A 
Jordaan, S Fobian, M Gous, J Beukes. 

Back Row L–R: I van der Vyver, N Fair, L Saunders, W Smuts, A Koessler, R Finlayson, J Cowie, P Roux, J Holt.

Salon Ensemble

Front Row L–R: L Masters, C Alho, C Williams.
Back Row L–R: Mr P Loots (Master-in-Charge), M Gous.
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Front Row L– R: M Moerane, G Sabeta, J Beukes, F Bonafede, G Kirsten, Mrs Y Reyburn (Accompanist), Mrs L Pitout (Conductor), M Bond, 
A Nicolaides (Chairman), D Sinovich, T Aphane, A Bernadi, J Westerveld. 

Second Row L–R: D Oosthuizen, N Kleynhans, Y Klassen, A Nhantsi, J Paradza, N Moerane, K Malele, D Slogrove, C van der Westhuizen, T 
Maringa, T Mosuwe, M Mphapuli, C Cornwall, T Ntlatleng, L de Wee. 

Third Row L–R: N Nyika, I Louw, J Olusegun, A Kgofelo, F Dilaphiso, W Thomas, J Idowu, K Korf, R Pienaar, K Mpipi, Y Ngubegusha, R Qi, M 
J Reeler, M Rakometsi. 

Fourth Row L–R: D Petersen, A Loubser, C Kinimi, R Hoekstra, S Fobian, N Dlamini, A Horton, D van Wyk, C Voorendyk, I van der Vyfer, D Thomas. 
Back Row L–R: R Joubert, K Gersteling. 

Absent: W Koekemoer (Master-in-Charge), K Petersen, K Nicolaides, I Heymans, K Fikeni, M Masenya, C Kleynhans, A Malan, P Swanepoel, M 
Oyedipe, S Mukhari, C du Plessis.

Ensemble Groups
These groups fl ourished with many performances 
at school and further afi eld. The Symphonic Wind 
Band deserves a special mention. They embarked 
on a tour, the fi rst of its kind, to a competition for 
bands in the northern Kwa-Zulu Natal town of 
Empangeni. The tour was arranged by Mr Phillip 
Loots and Mr Jeff  Cole, and Mr Kyran Matthews 
accompanied the group as an extra supervisor. 
The twenty boys had a whale of a time and came 
second in the category in which they competed. 
There was enough time for a swim in the sea 
and lots of fun in the sun, so much so that Mr 
Matthews, a pale Irishman, returned looking like 
an overipe tomato.

The Salon Boys joined this expedition and also 
came second in their category. This group, consisting 
of only four members, Claudio Alho (accordian), 
Cameron Williams (soprano saxophone), Lerato 
Masters (clarinet) and Michael Gous (double bass), 
is beginning to make a name for itself. They have 
performed on numerous occasions, including at the 
University of Pretoria’s Alumni function and the 
NAPTOSA end-of-year function. We are expecting 
great things from them.

The Clarinet Quartet came alive in the second half 
of the year with a number of performances in and 

about Pretoria - for instance at the Carol Service, 
fund-raiser at the Brooklyn Methodist Church and a 
carols concert in Brooklyn Mall. The members were: 
Lerato Masters (bass clarinet), Imtiaz Salie, Richard 
Finlayson and Jared Beukes. We say goodbye to 
Jared, another remarkable member of the music 
department. Not only was he in this quartet, but 
he played in the orchestra and sang in the choir for 
fi ve years! He also arranged music which the choir 
performed at the Final Assembly. Thank you, Jared, 
for everything!

The String Quartet, the String Quintet, the String 
Trio, the Saxophone Quartet and Ensemble and two 
Guitar Quartets all performed with various degrees 
of regularity. Thank you to each and every member 
for your time and musical contribution.

The late afternoon tradition of the Last Post was 
continued without fail by the trumpeters of the music 
department, even if the Last Post sounded like the 
last post on certain afternoons! The real professional 
at the task was Ben Racionzer, our matric trumpeter. 
Also a member of the Orchestra, Dixie Band and 
Brass Choir, Ben played the Last Post for fi ve years, 
once a week and whenever there was a defaulter. 
For this service and for all the other musical gems 
and many quirks, thank you, Benjamin.
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Guitar Quartet 1

Front Row L–R: I van der Vyfer, G Kirkcaldy, K Gersteling. 
Back Row L–R: A Jordaan (Master-in-Charge). 

Absent: L Strydom.

Brass Choir

Front Row L–R: R Hwang, B Racionzer, Mr P Loots (Organist), D Smith, P Wombo.
Back Row L–R: C Hwang, L Benn.

Guitar Quartet 2

Front Row L–R: P Roux, N Venter.
Second Row L–R: Mr A Jordaan (Master-in-Charge). 

Back Row L–R: T John, M Swart.

Conclusion

Our mother-in-charge this year was Mrs Ingrid Grant 
who kept a cool and unruffl  ed reign on all catering 
matters, as well as the planning and decoration of 
the Café Concert. Thank you for your many-faceted 
assistance.

A special thank you to Dale Smith (trombone) for 
being always willing and able. We will miss your 
playing and your wit. Thank you for Blue Jeans 
at Valediction (with James, Tuscan, Michael and 
Ma’am). You are a star!

My musical mantra for the year has been: The 
music department is as good as the last practical 
lesson has been. This speaks for all - teachers and 
pupils alike (including me!). We can maintain our 
standard and level of fun only if we collectively 
make sure that each lesson is a learning experience. 
Thank you to all who make it so.

Dr Niel van der Watt
(Head of Department: Music)
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Programme
WIND ENSEMBLE Jeff Cole
The Final Countdown J Tempest arr. P Jenkins
The Seasons   
A Vivaldi arr. N Hare
The Beatles in Concert Lennon/McCartney 
 arr. W Hautvast
STRING QUINTET Elmarie van der Vyver
Palladio K Jenkins
You Raise Me Up B Graham
GUITAR QUARTET Abri Jordaan
Concerto in D A Vivaldi
– Allegro
– Adagio

Starter
SAXOPHONE QUARTET Matthew Lombard
Oblivion A Piazzola arr. M Lombard
Hip is What? B Evans
SALON BOYS Philip Loots
Style Musette A Vercuilen arr. N v d Watt
Dizzy Fingers Z Confrey arr. N v d Watt
STRING QUARTET Katia Sokolova
Yesterday Lennon/McCartney 
 arr. WB v d Walt
Pata Pata M Makeba
 arr. WB v d Walt
 

Main Course
DIXIE BAND Niel van der Watt
Hello Dolly J Herman
Canal Street Blues J King Oliver
Punini’s Kwela N van der Watt
Tin Roof Blues L Rappolo
Cobbler’s Song F Norton
CHOIR  Lhente-Mari Pitout
 Yvonne Reyburn
Goin’ Up to Glory AJ Thomas
Drum: Amandt Horton
Et In Terra Pax ML Lightfoot
Bring Him Home C-M Schönberg
Soloist: Damian Sinovich
Down by the Salley Gardens  arr. By D Rash
Bridge over Troubled Waters  P Simon arr. K Shaw
Soloists: Abu Kgofelu, Thato Ntlatleng, Raine    
Pienaar, Seth Fobian, MJ Reeler

Dessert and Coffee or Tea
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA Niel van der Watt
Pequena Czarda P Itturalde
  Alto Saxophone: James Gous
Tennessee J Williams
Slavic Dance No. 7 A Dvôrak
Paradise Coldplay
La Forza del Destino G Verdi
(All arrangements: N van der Watt)
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1.  Armandt Horton presenting his class ring to his girlfriend.
2. Dilapidated CEO of “The Hairspray Company”, Gerhard Kirsten, being his dilly and confused self.
3.  Armandt Horton and Nkosinathi Dlamini showing the girls a thing or two.
4.  Mitchell Black, the MC of the TV programme, singing his heart out.
5. Duncan Thomas amusing the girls with his moves
6. “The Band” from Boys High all dressed up and somewhere to play.
7.  Liam Robinson having a quiet moment.
8.  Connor Henry impressing with his moves.
9.  Armandt Horton and MJ Reeler surrounded by the Girls’ High beauties who look particularly happy in the presence of two young men.
10.  Nkosinathi Dlamini strutting his staff  with the brothers.



The Pretorian 97

C
U

LT
U

R
A

L 
A

C
TI

V
IT

IE
S

8 9

10



The Pretorian98

Drama Production
C

U
LT

U
R

A
L 

A
C

TI
V

IT
IE

S MASTER HAROLD … and the BOYS
By Athol Fugard

“I don’t want to concern myself with the past. I lived in it too long”.

How many of us do not share this sentiment with 
playwright Athol Fugard? 

However, when a colleague and friend tells you 
about a scene which she has witnessed in the parking 
lot of a shopping mall, you just know that you have 
to go back to the very past which you so desperately 
wanted to get away from. My friend had parked next 
to a car, with a chauff eur in the front and a primary 
school boy – from a well known school - in the back 
seat. The boy was verbally attacking the driver, 
with such venom that my friend felt the need to 
intervene, which she did. The driver’s response was 
a defeated, “Ma’am, you have no idea.” I wondered 
about this boy. Who was he? Was he an abused child 
who now included the chauff eur in his continuing 
circle of abuse? Like Harold. Did the chauff eur go 
home at night and take the abuse one step further by 
beating his wife? Like Willie. Or did he just go home 
and cry? Like Willie. Did he tease a friend and made 
fun of him? Like Sam. Did the little white boy and 
the black chauff eur also share some good moments? 
Maybe they once fl ew a kite together? Like Harold 
and Sam? Who knows? All I knew was that it was 
time for Athol Fugards “Master Harold… and the 
Boys.”

Athol Fugard created this drama, in spite of 
his longing to get away from the past, as a semi- 
biographical drama, and to apologize to the adults 
in his past, whom he as a child and as a teenager had 
not treated with the respect which was due to them. 
Fugard’s fi rst name is in fact Harold and he was also 
called Hally as a boy; he adopted his second name 
Athol only later. His best friend during his high 
school years was called Sam Semela, a man who 
worked for his mother in the St George’s Park Tea 
Room. Unfortunately, Hally and Sam’s lives parted 
without much hope of a reunion in real life.

This was an extremely diffi  cult play for the three 
boys to pull off . It was only they on stage – for 
an hour and a half they had to keep the audience 
spell-bound; it hurt them in places which they did 
not even know still existed in their lives; it was 
emotionally absolutely draining for them. (They are 
talented but, not trained actors. They did not act the 
part but, became the part.) They had to rehearse in 
between choir competitions, the matric dance, inter-
house debating competitions and more.

I got to know Gerhard Kirsten when he auditioned 
for “Somewhere on the Border”. He was a little 
Form II – well, maybe not so little; he was always a 
tall lad. I knew that I could not use him in the play 

as he was too immature for the nature of this play, 
yet I so wanted this boy as the young Paul Marais 
from the farm. In the end I phoned his mother and 
gave her the most extreme parts of the script to read. 
His parents gave him permission to be in the play. 
I was grateful every day. He gave an outstanding 
performance as this young Afrikaans soldier who by 
the last scene could not cope with the brutality of the 
war and “apartheid”. I was sometimes concerned 
about him as he was the baby in a group of matrics 
who did not mince words and exposed him to more 
than he (or his parents) had bargained for. But, he 
turned out just fi ne. In David Kramer and Taliep 
Peterson’s drama “District Six” he was an excellent 
Hester Afrika but in the “King and I” he played a 
cameo role, Sir Edward Ramsay, and I was concerned 
that he might not live up to his potential. The penny 
dropped for me only this year during rehearsals for 
“Master Harold”; Gerhard is a talented singer but, 
he is NOT a musical performer. He is an ACTOR 
and to be honest a SERIOUS ACTOR. He gave an 
excellent performance as the young Harold and I 
was most happy to send this young man on his way 
with a part which gave him the opportunity for the 
last time at Boys High to share his immense talent 
with us.

When Gerhard left I said to him, “You are my last 
baby leaving now,” and he replied, “Don’t worry, 
Ma’am. You still have Tlhogi.” Afterwards I thought, 
is it not true? There is always one more boy for whom 
to get up in the morning; one’s reason for being here. 
Tlhogi Mosuwe is just such a boy. After “Hairspray” 
earlier in the year, Thlogi’s parents told him that, 
because of his report card, “Hairspray” would be his 
swan song. In spite of this, I asked him to audition, 
and promised that I would handle the matter from 
there. I then asked the Solomon House Master to 
phone Mr Mosuwe and ask his permission for his 
son perform in “Master Harold”. Mr Smith had to 
explain to the father that this was going to be big for 
his son – perhaps a once-in-a life-time experience. Mr 
Mosuwe gave his permission and this was BIG for 
Tlhogi. He gave a wonderfully sensitive yet strong 
performance as Sam, the substitute father fi gure for 
Hally. The boys left me in tears every night. I could 
feel their respective pain and frustrations. Gerhard 
was right. I still have Thlogi – and he is my very 
talented baby!

I cast as Willie a boy who did not deliver and 
after a week or two I had to replace him. On the 
night upon which I decided to end our working 
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relationship, I knew that I was in trouble for I had to 
fi nd another Willie very quickly. I walked to Rissik 
House after the rehearsal and asked a boy to call 
Thato Ntlatleng. Thato arrived looking a bit worried 
for he could not imagine why I wanted to see him at 
that time of night. The conversation went like this: 
“Thato would you like to be in ‘Master Harold’?” 

Thato: “Yes, Ma’am.” 
“Then why didn’t you audition?” 
Thato: “I didn’t think I would get a part”.
“Well, you now have a part. You are Willie”. 
What boundless joy Thato gave me throughout 

the rehearsal period and the run. He gave the most 
endearing performance as the naïve Willie. His 
righteous indignation when he was teased by Sam 
had me in stitches every night. Not to mention 
his performance of the quick fox trot with Sam – a 
performance such as memories are made of. All three 

of my wonderful boys were awarded Full Colours 
for Drama for their outstanding performances in 
“Master Harold”.

We had a smaller auditorium; we played on the 
fl oor of the hall and not the stage, and the audience 
sat on three sides of the ‘stage area’, which made 
the performance even more diffi  cult for the young 
actors as they were within touching distance of the 
audience. We played to full houses and on the last 
night I had to “expand” the auditorium in order 
to accommodate a bigger audience. The actors got 
a standing ovation every night – always initiated 
by the boys in the audience. It was always a well-
deserved reaction to three excellent performances 
every evening.

Ms Amanda van Zyl
(Director of Cultural Activities)
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One Act Play Festival
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ABERNETHY
presents

KILLED A MAN
by

Carlos Williams
Edited by Kim Williams and Roshin Williams

Directed by: Carlos Williams
Co-director:  Thapelo Aphane
Cast:  
Alex Duncan Thomas
Arthur MJ Reeler
Nick Thapelo Aphane
Tayla Rahièl Kirpal
Constable Stelios Ayiotis
Detective Plaatjes Carlos Williams
Detective Swart Siya Didiza
Sarel Benjamin Adler
Forensic Team: Kyle van Jaarsveld
Shaun Alimohammedi Phillip Grant
Johannes Westerveld Berto Schoeman
Policemen: Duncan Lötter
 Richard Grant
 Warwick Sales
 Berno Verwey
 Ethanne Soar
Will reader: Franz Fischer

ARCADIA
presents

THE GAME
by

Louise Bryant
Edited by Aristides Nicolaides

Director Aristides Nicolaides
Cast:
Life Mitchell Black
Death Trustworth Sibanda
Youth André Denoon
The Girl Kimon Nicolaides
Extras
The Trees
Keegan van Veenhuyzen Njabulo Ngongoma
James Bullock Bonginkosi Nxumalo
Kilaan Chetty Alessio Paris
Mark Chong Jason Reynders
Matthew Glover James Short
Thabang Khatide Conrad Spedding
Brett King André Thomaz
Akshay Maharaj Sven van Zyl
Steven Meyer Liam Weintraud
Tyler Michael Ryan Wolter
Andrew Delaney Michael Zaayman

ARMSTRONG
presents

THE GINGER, THE CHOW AND THE SNOEK
by

Evan Shuttleworth and Kevin Twiname
Directors: Evan Shuttleworth
 Kevin Twiname
Cast:
Heratio Evan Shuttleworth
Cops Phillip Roux
 Evan Paul
 Matthew Otto
 Emmanuel Olusegun
Mr Chow Alex Choi
Dead body Sean Matema
Steve Lumardt Senekal
Facebook guy Johannes Coetzee
Youtube guy Ryan Currie
Justin Bieber Aiden Markram
Barman Brenton Gouws
Ronnie Ryan Evans
James Ndumiso Phiri
Snoekie Daniël Swiegers
OJ TK Khanyile
Dancers: Mathew Harris
 Darryl Roux
 Josh Olusegun
 Sean Matema
 Neo Moerane
 Adam Small
Ginger Ninjas: Frederick Grobler
 Lionel Saunders
 Nick Lofthouse
 Leonard Haskins

Nick Lofthou
Leonard Hask


