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I extend a very warm welcome to all who are here
as guests of our school at our Valediction Ceremony
where we pay tribute to those who have achieved
excellence in varied activities in leadership and
academic pursuits in their ﬁnal year of schooling. A
special welcome is extended to our stage party which
includes our guest speaker, author, radio personality,
political and social commentator and academic, Mr
Eusebius McKaiser, the SGB Chairman, Mr Harry
Todd, the Chairman of the Old Boys’ Association,
Mr Thomas Rundle and my wife, Mrs Rose Reeler.
I also welcome our Form V parents to this, their
ﬁnal gathering at the school. I trust that the past ﬁve
years have been good for you and your son and that
you will leave us with many happy memories. Our
Form Vs are here to acknowledge those from their
ranks who have done well and I trust that you too
enjoy your last formal evening function.
As part of the introduction, I would like to thank
all those who have helped in the education journey
these past ﬁve years – teachers, mentors, coaches
and parents, particularly those who have served the
school as tuckshop helpers, PA members, members
of the Mothers Who Care group, Governors and all
other parents who have volunteered their services.
I hope that the young men sitting here have
themselves acknowledged you and thanked you for
the role you played. I would like to pay a special
tribute at this occasion to those who quietly support
those we acknowledge here tonight, often without
acknowledgement themselves. I refer here to our
teachers’ partners and families that allow them to
give up the enormous amount of time that they do;
to the parents, usually mothers, who keep families
together and their sons balanced; to the support staﬀ
at the school who cover the business of education
while teachers get on with teaching and to the many
other supporters, Old Boys and friends of the school
that contribute in so many ways. Here I single out
our SGB Chairman, Mr Todd, who has served on the
Governing Body for the past four years as Treasurer
and Chairman, guiding the school through some
of the tough decisions we have had to make. Mr
Todd, Mr Esteves and Dr Greyling retire as parent
members of the SGB and we thank them for their
sterling work for the school. I also unashamedly
single out my wife, without whose support I simply
could not do what I do.
This year has been another good year for the
school and I thank the Form Vs for their leadership
of the school. I will say more about these young men
at their Final Assembly next week but I would like to
pay tribute to them in front of the parent group and
thank them for the past year.
Unfortunately and tragically, the year was marred
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by the passing of a young man who should have
been with us tonight and we honour the memory of
Dean Michael as we reﬂect on the year that has past.
The achievements of the school in the past year
have been well-documented and communicated so
I will not repeat them tonight. It is simply my wish
that the Form V group of 2013 take all the good they
have done – the lessons they have learned both in
the classroom and out and use these in their journey
ahead. I wish them all the very best for their ﬁnal
examinations and their lives after Boys High. We
don’t educate for matric exams, we educate for your
lives thereafter.
”Never in the ﬁeld of human conﬂict has so much been
owed by so many to so few”
Winston Churchill, British Prime Minister
during the Second World War uttered these famous
words in 1940 to the pilots of the Royal Air Force
when visiting the 11 Group RAF after a successful
operation that would help turn the tide of the war
into the favour of the Allied forces. The Allied forces
had been taking a pounding and in the Battle of
Britain, the ﬁght for dominance of the skies, the
British airmen came out on top against what seemed
to be impossible odds. His inspiring words that he
would repeat on at least three other occasions had a
signiﬁcant impact on morale, on the hope of a nation
and on the British war eﬀort.
Today, 73 years later, I share them with you but in
a diﬀerent format. The world, a very diﬀerent place
now as it was then, has its own battles raging, within
countries and between countries, between ideologies
and beliefs, often for personal gain or power. If ever
there was a time for courage, it is now, but courage
of a diﬀerent kind. Ours is not the courage needed
to face an enemy in the skies who has been tasked
to kill you. Ours is one that far more diﬃcult to
describe. Our conﬂict is a moral one, an ethical one
and one that requires us to develop good values, live
by them and ﬁght for them, inspiring others to do
the same. That takes courage of a diﬀerent kind.
Our education system in our country, for example,
is in a mess. While there have been massive strides in
the provision of education to more people, the quality
of that education often leaves much to be desired. I
will not dwell on what I think the problems are as
they are far more complex than we imagine. Instead
I wish to focus on us, the teachers, parents and boys
who are part of the education system we enjoy, the
one that is right up there with the rest of the world in
terms of quality of content and delivery and the allimportant hidden curriculum – that which is taught
outside the rigours of the prescribed syllabi. We have
it all at Boys High and are privileged to be here. For

university student, you can tutor school children
in the subjects they struggle in – for no ﬁnancial
gain. You can take part in public protests and join
civil rights organisations that work to improve the
lives of others. You can debate, argue, disagree and
discuss with others. You can give of your time and
of your soul to others. And, as you complete your
studies and move into the world of work, so the next
generation you helped starts to help others.
While education is obviously key to me, the
picture is a bigger one than that. I spoke earlier of
moral courage and that is what I believe is the biggest
challenge we face as a country in the future. I refer
to the need for us to do the right thing, no matter
what. Power has corrupted people throughout time.
We see it in our own school, we see it in our country.
We do not need more people who enter positions of
leadership to suddenly feel entitled to wealth and
privilege. We need people of moral courage, who
will do the right thing for those who put them there.
As Churchill was exhorting his pilots, his soldiers
and his nation to win the battle his country was
losing, so I urge you tonight to heed the message his
somewhat distorted quote that I changed gives us.
“Never, in the ﬁeld of human endeavour and nation
building is so much owed to so many by so few.”
We are the privileged few who have enjoyed an
outstanding education in the broadest sense of the
word. It is up to us to decide what to do.
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us there is hardly a question about resources, be they
physical or human of nature. The environment is
conducive to learning and teaching and the support
from our community is strong. We are proud of who
we are and rightly so. But with the privilege that we
enjoy comes great responsibility and that is where I
take the words of Churchill and tweak them a bit.
“Never, in the ﬁeld of human endeavour and nation
building is so much owed to so many by so few.”
We owe our fellow citizens of our country
something. In our positions of privilege and
inﬂuence, we have the power, as the few, to change
the lives of the many. Those of us that sit in the hall
tonight as decision makers in the commercial world
can make a diﬀerence. Those of us who feel we have
no authority in our work or who are not employed
can volunteer services to others, perhaps teaching
children to read.
As mothers and fathers, we have enormous
inﬂuence over our own children to teach them about
service to others. As teachers we have the awesome
power to inﬂuence thinking which we must do,
ensuring the privileged few we work with are
aware of their position, but we also have the power
to inﬂuence through our own profession, helping
teachers is less fortunate positions than ours.
As boys you may think that you have a long
way to go before you can exercise inﬂuence
from your position of privilege. I disagree. As a

The stage party for Valediction. From left to right: Mr Harry Todd (Chairman of the Governing Body); Mr Eusebius McKaiser (guest speaker);
Mr Tony Reeler (Headmaster); Mr Tom Rundle (Chairman of the Old Boys Association)
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Gian-Paolo Buffo
Everybody knows how diﬃcult it can be to write
a speech, especially when tasked with having to
summarise the experiences of 300 boys over ﬁve years
into ﬁve minutes, and still keep it understandable
to those who still haven’t quite caught on to the
esteemed Boys High slang.
Mr and Mrs Reeler, valued teachers, honoured
guests and the 2013 matric group… This is my
attempt.
Whenever the end of a life-changing experience
grows closer, the mind can’t help wander back to the
days when it all began. The ﬁrst few days of January
2009 spring instantly to mind. If you’ve ever seen
a dog’s face when you pretend to throw a ball but
secretly hide it behind your back – and there’s no
denying we’ve all done that at least once – you’ll
know the exact sense of confusion we all felt during
Orientation week. Massive buildings with a maze
of corridors, huge ﬁelds that stretched on forever,
and even bigger people with intimidating prefects’
ties greeted us wherever we looked. Or rather, we
greeted them.
I’m sure each one of us remembers our ﬁrst
war cry practice. Once the hulking mass of Molato
Moloko ﬂew from the stage into the ﬁrst row of
seats to “discipline” someone for fooling around, an
indeﬁnite trip to the bathroom seemed like the best
option for the rest of us.
As the years progressed and our voices deepened,
so too did the school’s involvement in our lives.
From our hormonal and disruptive Form 2 stage,
to our discovery of the words “gym,” “dex” and
“protein” in Form 3 (Shivaar), to our brief Youtube
fame provided by none other than our current head
boy in Form 4, the school was there to ensure that our
individual development served only to strengthen
our development as brothers.
Matric has been a rollercoaster of a year. Our
year started oﬀ quite smoothly as we eased into
our newfound freedoms and privileges. The most
notable remark we made to each other, however,
was “whoever said Form 4 was harder didn’t know
what they were talking about.” But despite the
chaos of our changing lifestyles, driver’s tests, NBTs
and exams, here we all are. Our matric dance has
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come and gone (to the delight of many teachers,
I’m sure) and now talk of the upcoming matric vac
is as prevalent as ever (for which I apologise on
everyone’s behalf). But, just like any rollercoaster,
this year also had its own steep drops. The loss of
Dean Michael was something none of us could have
foreseen, and I would like, once again, to honour
him for having brought us all closer together in his
absence.
We all came into Boys High with our own
personal expectations of what it would be like to
attend such a prestigious school. Some of us could
only think of the exaggerated primary school
rumours of the matrics making you swim across
the rugby ﬁelds. Some of us came because friends
or relatives recommended the school; and some of
us came simply because we were fortunate enough
to live close by and get accepted. But, whatever the
initial reason, Boys High has impacted upon us all in
a profound, lifelong way.
From being boys in both the physical and mental
sense, to rounded men who were not only blessed
with an outstanding academic education, but
were also taught what it means to live the life of
a gentleman, Boys High has instilled in us a sense
of passion not only for our beloved school, but for
whatever our future holds in its grasp.
But of course, we didn’t teach ourselves how to
treat adults with respect, or show our opponents
respect in every sport we play, or prove trig
equations (which I’m sure many of us have already
forgotten). None of this would be possible without
the love and never-ending work that comes from the
impeccable staﬀ of Boys High. From the grounds
staﬀ who made sure we had a beautiful campus to
walk through every day, to the teachers who spent
hours of their lives making sure that our parents’
school fees weren’t being wasted (and boy did they
remind us about that often) to Mr Reeler himself…
We thank you.
It’s always a challenge to conclude a speech about
Boys High without sounding a little bit clichéd. So
I thought, if that’s the case, I might as well write a
short poem – and don’t worry guys, this one’s not
for marks.
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In Form 1 we came
Knowing nil
Of the bonds we’d make
In the school on the hill
We were taught the importance of virtue through labour
And made a brother of he
Who was once just our neighbour
Though the school is not small
There is something more massive
For even though we depart
It is here where our hearts live
Gian Paolo Buﬀo
Form V

2
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3

1. The Second Master, Mr John Illsley, oﬃciating during the prize giving.
2. Daniel Duim delivering his speech during the ceremony. Behind him are
Connor Henry and Gian Paolo Buﬀo.
3. The Headmaster, Mr Tony Reeler, delivering his Valediction address.
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Matric Speeches
Daneel Duim
“Mamma, jy sal nie gló hoe lief is hierdie mense vir
hulle skóól nie!”– Woorde van verstomming uit die
mond van ‘n Vorm I as hy een middag aan die einde
van ‘n vol skooldag in sy eerste week in Boys’ High,
oorweldig op die agterste sitplek van die motor
inskuif. Die oorweldiging is toe te skryf nie nét aan die
aanpassing by nuwe skoolreëls, ‘n see van vreemde
gesigte, ‘n skool-geskiedenis toets waarvoor hy 100%
móét kry, onderwysers wat in swart togas rondstap
en groter-as-lewensgroot matrieks vir wie hy “Sir”
moet sê nie. Ook is dit nie net omdat hy onder die
indruk is van die byna onmeetlike uitgestrektheid
en rykdom van die terrein– met ‘n éie dam en ‘n éie
bos – waarop statige, imposante skoolgeboue soos
majestueuse bergreekse pryk nie…Nee, die aanskoue
van diepgetrapte tradisie en onskeibare broederskap
en onkeerbare passie; van gróén bloed wat dikker is
as water – dís wat hiérdie ‘Vorm I’ se kop na skaars
drie dae laat duisel.
Geagte Mnr Reeler, Mnr Illsley, eregaste,
onderwysers en my Boys’ High-broers, dankie vir
die kans om vanaand vir oulaas liries te raak oor my
skool – “die Skool op die Heuwel”, waar ek leer lééf
het! Almal hét ons gewaarsku, maar wie sou kon glo
dat ‘n ewigheid van vyf jaar regtig in ‘n oogwink
verby sou kon wees? Dit was ‘n reuse en volgehoue
uitdaging, maar, met die ondersteuning van ons
ouers, die aanmoediging van ons onderwysers
(soms op onkonvensionele maniere), die goeie
voorbeeld van ons vriende (meestal), en die Here se
genade, het ons dit gemaak. En nou is dit sowaar
amper tyd om “koebaai” (ekskuus, “totsiens”) te sê.
Maar laat julle gedagtes eers net enkele oomblikke
terugdwaal…Onthou julle nog ons Vorm I-kamp?
Hoe ons broeke vooraf maar gebewe het; en hoe verlig

The Choir performing during the devotional portion of the ceremony.
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ons was toe die reën in strome begin neerdaal en só
verdere inburgering kom kortknip het? Onthou julle
ons eerste interhuis-gala: die Boys’ High-koors wat
almal om die swembad beetgepak het as ‘n duisend
stemme uit volle bors saam dreun onder aansporing
van ons hoofseun? Ons Eerstespan rugbywedstryde
teen Aﬃes en die opwinding – onder aanmoediging
van letterlik miljoene meegevoerde toeskouers –
as Boys’ High Breine-en-Bene-en-Binnegoed hulle
algehele meerderwaardigheid teenoor Aﬃes-‘guts’
ten toon stel?
Voel julle hoe julle borskaste swel en julle skouers
onwillekeurig reguit trek, as die eerste klanke van
‘The Last Post’ teen middagkoelte oor die terrein
opklink? En onthou julle hoe swaar kan ‘n mens
se ooglede raak in “Friday-assemblies”, terwyl
begaafde kunstenaars en befaamde sprekers op die
verhoog hulle harte uitsing of speel of praat? Die
inspirasie van ‘Remembrance’ –en “Many-YearsOn-Reunion-Assemblies”, die swier van ‘n “CaféConcert”. En, verséker voel julle die bruising in
julle are, van “war-cries” wat by huis-byeenkomste
dawerend, oorverdowend, begeesterd uitgeskree en
uitgestamp word!
Onthou jy “boss-skiv”-dag? Die eerste keer, vyf
jaar gelede, toe jy ‘n redelik senuweeagtige nuweling
was, onseker van wat om van jou ‘boss’ te verwag?
En, nou die dag weer, in Vorm 5, met jou groen das
aan en jou loop-op-lug-houding: ‘n selfversekerde,
meerderwaardige matriek – reg om jou eie skiv ‘n
bietjie “straatslim” , maar báie bruikbaar te maak?
Die
bibber-koue
“penguin-swim”;
die
matriekdans in die onherkenbare, asem-wegslaan
Abernethy-saal…En so kan ons aangaan…
Ons onthou óók, met verlies, ons broer, Dean

One of the subject prize winners receiving his award from the
guest speaker, Mr Eusebius McKaiser.

The Head Prefect, Connor Henry, enjoying a witticism
from one of the speakers at Valediction.

stand of agtergrond of kultuur of godsdiens of
omstandighede nie. Ál wat ons roer, is broederskap.
By hierdie skool praat ons net één taal: Passie –
Passie vir die skool en vir die lewe!
Dankie aan al ons onderwysers en mentors, vir
julle moeite, liefde en geduld, volgehou oor vyf jaar
en dat julle ons net die beste resultate en loopbane
toewens. Dankie aan ons hoof, Mnr. Reeler, vir
Meneer se wyse, weldeurdagte leiding. Dit was
werklik ‘n voorreg om u te kon volg. Baie dankie
aan ons ouers vir julle onvoorwaardelike liefde,
ondersteuning (en teregwysing, waar nodig) – én
dat julle die insig en vasberadenheid gehad het om
ons na die beste skool in die wêreld te stuur. Vreeslik
dankie aan al my Boys’ High broers, vir die beste
vyf jaar van my lewe. Ja, die oorweldigde Vorm
I-outjie het ‘n selfversekerde “Vorm V” geword, wat
in sy ﬁnale matriekeksamen-opstel met oortuiging
sal kan skryf oor die mees onvergeetlike tyd van sy
lewe– op hoërskool!
Laastens, dankie aan ons Almagtige Skepper, dat
Hy ‘n plek soos hierdie skool moontlik maak.
Ter afsluiting, my broers, gedagtig aan vanaand
se prysuitdeling, en met die oog op die eindeksamen
en die toekoms wat wink, wil ek julle aanspoor met
die woorde van Sir Winston Churchill: “Sukses is nie
ﬁnaal nie; mislukking is nié fataal nie: dit is die moed om
aan te hou, wat tel.”
Hier by Boys’ High, broers, het ons saam geleer
om te lewe.” ‘Tis here we learnt to live.” And now,” We
are entering life together.” Kom broers, laat ons nou
saam die lewe binnetree.
Ek dank u.
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Michael, wie se weggaan ons almal geruk het, maar
ook saamgesnoer en aangespoor het om as broers in
Boys’ High selfs méér op mekaar ingestel te wees en
elke dag die lewe met oorgawe aan te gryp.
Dit is ons, die seuns van Boys’ High sélf – met
ons mengelmoes van tale, kulture, belangstellings,
talente en groeperinge – wat hierdie skool uniek
maak: Want daar is die “Jocks” en die “IT-guys” en
die “Art-group” en die “Add-Maths Class” en die
“Maths-Lit Class” en die “Add-Maths-Lit Class”
en die “Music Students”. En vir uithang is daar
die “Boereboom” en die “Taj Mahal” en die “Black
Wall” en die “Greek Table” en die “Asian Quad”
en “Jamaica” en “The Castle”. En die punt is, jy
hoef nie ‘n “Boerseun” te wees om pouses by die
“Boereboom” te sit en braai nie en jy hoef nie Sotho
te praat om met die ouens van die “Black Wall” ‘n
sokkerbal rond te skop nie. Net so het jy ook nie ‘n
IK bo 100 nodig om in die “Asian Quad” “Magic
Cards” uit te ruil of “Anime” te praat nie.
Die boodskap – Daar is ‘n plek vir elke ou in
Boys’ High; elkeen vind homself iewers binne die
broederskap en dra só by tot die diversiteit en
balans en afgerondheid wat ons hier nastreef. (Kyk
maar gerus na Danny Swart, perfek gebalanseer op
die kruin van ons skooldak, rugbybal onder die een
arm, geskrifte in die ander hand!) Ons eenheid kom
deur ons verskeidenheid: “All Five Hundred Faces”
hoort hier, lewe hier, groei hier, smelt hier saam.
Wat juis vir my persoonlik van ons skool die
meeste uitstaan, is die feit dat ons, in murg en been,
nuwe Suid-Afrikaners is, want ‘’All we see, is red
and green!” Die huidige geslag Boys’ High-seuns,
almal gebore na April 1994, is selektief kleurblind:
daar is vir ons géén wit of swart, geel of bruin nie,
nét rooi en groen. Ons sien nie ras nie, ons ag nie

Daneel Duim
Vorm V

The headmaster making an award of a Headmaster Award to one of the matrics.
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Award Winners
BRIAN BASSON MEMORIAL TROPHY
Nazirite Tam
For outstanding all round creativity in the ﬁeld of
art.
ALEXIS PRELLER AWARD
Timothy Barlin
The most promising student.
BAKKER AND DU TOIT ART THEORY AWARD
Joseph Shin
For the pupil who achieves the best consistent
results for art theory in his career at Pretoria Boys
High School.
BEST SPEAKER’S AWARD
Tlhogi Mosuwe
This award is made to the best public speaker in
Form V, an honour merited both in his form and in
a public arena.
THE TERENCE ASHTON MEMORIAL PRIZE
Emilio Singh
Presented to a Form V boy who excelled in the study
of literature and who demonstrates most clearly a
delight in words, in memory of Terence Ashton,
Boys High English master extraordinary for 24
years (1955–1978), renowned for his urbanity and
wit in all situations and for his astute understanding
of character in literature and the characters in his
classes.
JUSTINE ARMSTRONG AWARD
Armandt Horton
The most signiﬁcant contribution in the ﬁeld of
music.
TREBOT BARRY AWARD
Alex Menu
Awarded to the boy whose home language is not
English and yet has embraced the values and ethos
of our school.
THE CLIFF SAUNDERS CULTURAL AWARD
Paul Wombo
Awarded to the pupil who has shown a keen interest
in a variety of cultural activities, who has pursued
these interests with passion and diligence and who
has excelled in one or more of these ﬁelds.
THE GAIL BLOEMINK AWARD
Richard Finlayson
Awarded to the pupil who in the opinion of his peers
has made a signiﬁcant contribution serving both the
school and the wider community.
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JONATHAN D JANSEN AWARD
Tlhogi Mosuwe
Awarded to the pupil who has displayed the ﬁnest
combination of commitment, creativity and compassion
during his time at Pretoria Boys High School.
MARGARET THEILER AWARD
Khumo Mokale
This is awarded to the scholar showing the best
all round prowess in sport, who participated
meaningfully in the sporting sense and who has also
contributed to the life of the school.
GERTRUD THEILER AWARD
Nicholas Mickel
This is awarded to a pupil showing the most diligence,
who is not necessarily brilliant or academically
successful but rather a good all-rounder who has
contributed meaningfully to the life of the school.
URICH RISSIK PRIZE
Jason van Heerden
He shall have an average academic achievement
during his career at the school. He shall be judged
to have given of his best both in his studies and in
his extramural activities. He shall be judged to have
made the best contributions towards upholding the
ideals, traditions and history of the school.
ELWYN DAVIES AWARD
Liam Rochford
Awarded annually to a leaver from Pretoria
Boys High School who, though not necessarily
distinguished for his academic or athletic abilities
or for his powers of leadership – there being other
forms of recognition and awards for such boys –
has set the ﬁnest example to his fellows of sincerity,
integrity, loyalty and reliability in his relationships
with those about him at the school.
MALCOLM ARMSTRONG RENAISSANCE
MAN AWARD
Phillip Roux
This award serves to recognise and encourage those of
this school whose use of their talents has earned them
recognition in the three spheres of endeavour at Pretoria
Boys High School – academic, cultural and sporting. The
chosen candidate should possess a human compassion
that promises that his talents will not be directed inwards
towards self-satisfaction but outwards to service.

Armandt Horton (Hofmeyr)
Armand has Honours for Music due to his incredible
commitment to the music department of the school.
He is a member of the school’s choir, orchestra and
saxophone quartet. He was awarded Half Academic
Colours in 2012 and 2013, in addition to Half Colours
for Culture for his commitment to the Choir.
Jay Cowie (Rissik)
Jay has Academic Honours and Full Colours for his
contribution in Music where he plays the violin.
He has been this year’s Deputy Head Perfect, a
position he has ﬁlled with dignity and maturity. His
leadership role and support of the Headmaster, boys
and school, has been exemplary.
Dillan Baytopp (Rissik)
Dillan has full Academic Colours and Half Colours
for Cross Country. He served as a school and house
prefect and has been an outstanding role model as a
servant leader.

Kgosi Moatshe (Rissik)
Kgosi has full Academic Colours and Full Colours
for Climbing. In addition, he has been an excellent
school and house prefect, serving others and the
school in his unique, understated manner.
Marc Knoetze (Sunnyside)
Marc has Academic Honours and Full Colours for
hockey. He is a School Prefect and Deputy Head
of Sunnyside House. He played 1st Team Hockey
and was Captain of the 3rd Cricket XI. He is an
outstanding ambassador for the school and leads by
example.
Ricko van Straaten (Sunnyside)
Ricko has Full Academic Colours and Full Colours
for Rugby. He is a School Prefect and Head of
Sunnyside House. He was this year’s 1st Team
Rugby Captain. His leadership has been remarkable
on the sports ﬁeld and in his house. He is a well
rounded young man who serves with dignity and
maturity.

VALEDICTION

HEADMASTER’S AWARD
Adrian Koessler (Abernethy)
Adrian has been a true Boys High boy fully involving
himself in the life of the school. He has Academic
Honours and Full Colours for Music. In addition, he
has been an excellent house prefect, quietly serving
others and his school.

OLD BOYS’ PRIZE
Connor Henry

Form V Prize Giving: Subject prizes
Afrikaans Home Language
Jon Seeliger
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language
Abrie Viljoen
French 1st Additional Language Audric Tohoungba
French 2nd Additional Language Shivam Ragoonaden
Sepedi 1st Additional Language
Kitso Kgokong
Civil Technology
Vaughn Scheepers
Geography
Marc Knoetze
History
Emilio Singh
Information Technology
Tyler Hoﬀman
Advanced Programme Mathematics Felix McGregor
Mathematical Literacy
Luc de Robillard
Visual Arts
Joseph Shin
Business Studies (Shared)
Nadeem Ebrahim
Ruben Scott

Accounting
Physical Science
Shivaar Chuturgoon
Mathematics
Music
Adrian Koessler
Life Sciences
Physical Sciences (Shared) Julian van Loggerenberg
English Home Language
Life Orientation
Physical Sciences (Shared)
Form V Dux Scholar for 2013
Gian Buﬀo
nd
Daneel Duim
*German 2 Additional Language
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MATRIC FINAL ASSEMBLY
1
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1. The 2013 matric groups entering the hall
for their ﬁnal assembly.
2. The outgoing head prefect, Connor Henry,
(on the right) reads the oath of oﬃce to
the incoming head prefect, Marthinus
Erasmus (on the left).
3. After almost ﬁve years of Boys High
education, the matric group leaves the hall
for the last time as a school group.
4. Connor Henry and Jay Cowie lead their
fellow matrics of the main building at the
conclusion of the ﬁnal assembly.
5. A job well done! Connor Henry and Jay
Cowie after the matric ﬁnal assembly.

4

MATRIC FINAL ASSEMBLY

3

5
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* Denotes University Exemption
Distinctions in brackets
Anderson, Daniel* (Mathematics,
Accounting, Information Technology,
Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3)
Appana, Ruslynn* (Life Orientation,
Information Technology, Life Sciences)
Badenhorst, Streicher * (Afrikaans,
Accounting, Geography, Physical Sciences)
Baker, Matthew*
Ball, Matthew* (English, Life Orientation,
Accounting)
Barber, Steven*
Barlin, Timothy* (History, Visual Arts)
Barlow, Rory*
Barreiro, Roberto*
Baytopp, Dillan* (Life Orientation, Life
Sciences)
Becker, Daniel* (Life Orientation)
Benadie, Emile* (Afrikaans)
Bester, Delvin
Bester, Tobias* (Afrikaans, Information
Technology)
Bettman, Richard* (Mathematics, Civil
Technology, Geography, Physical Sciences,
Mathematics 3)
Black, Mitchell* (History, Information
Technology)
Bolton, Courtenay* (Life Sciences)
Botha, Michael* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Accounting)
Bowmaker-Falconer, George* (Accounting,
Information Technology)
Bradﬁeld, David* (English, Mathematics,
Information Technology)
Buﬀo, Gian-Paolo* (English, Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Life Orientation,
Accounting, Information Technology,
Physical Sciences, Mathematics 3)
Buys, Maitemogelo*
Chonco, Unathi* (Accounting, Information
Technology, Life Sciences)
Chong, Herman*
Chuturgoon, Shivaar* (English, Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Life Orientation,
Accounting, Information Technology,
Physical Sciences)
Claassen, Luvo
Clarke, Sebastian*
Coetzer, Mark* (Information Technology)
Cornwall, Curtis* (Afrikaans)
Cottrell, Brendan*
Cowie, Jay* (English, Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Life Orientation, Life
Sciences, Music, Physical Sciences)
Crawford, Jean-Pierre*
Cunningham, Kieran* (Afrikaans)
Currie, Ryan* (Mathematical Literacy,
History)
Da Conceicao, Tiano*
Da Ponte, Romario*
De Beer, Joseph*
De Robillard, Luc* (Mathematical Literacy)
De Waal, Michael* (Afrikaans, Mathematics)
De Wee, Lesedi*
Dean, Dylan
Dearling, Fabio*
Dehlen, Joshua* (Visual Arts)
Diholo, Dithoriso
Dlamini, Nkosinathi*
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Dominy, Jason* (Mathematics, Life
Orientation, Life Sciences)
Drabile, Darrol* (English, Accounting,
Geography)
Du Plessis, Dustin* (Mathematical Literacy)
Du Pont, Waheed* (Mathematical Literacy)
Du Toit, Wesley* (Life Sciences)
Dube, Athikhwezi* (Mathematics,
Accounting, Life Sciences)
Duim, Jerome* (Afrikaans, English, German,
Mathematics, Life Orientation, Life
Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Dunkley, Nathan*
Dzhabirov, Sive*
Ebrahim, Mohamed* (Afrikaans)
Ebrahim, Nadeen* (Business Studies, Life
Sciences)
Ebrahim, Omar* (Accounting)
Edwards, Vincent* (Afrikaans)
Eﬀendi, Megmet*
Engelbrecht, Adam*
Engels, Bryan* (Afrikaans, Mathematics, Life
Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences,
Physical Sciences)
Ephraim, Robin
Erasmus, Calvin
Esteves, Matthew
Fair, Ryan* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Accounting, Civil Technology)
Farelo, Dominic* (Afrikaans)
Fee, Jared*
Finlayson, Richard* (English, Accounting,
Music)
Fobian, Seth* (English, Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Life Orientation, Life
Sciences, Music, Physical Sciences)
Fombad Tosah* (French, Business Studies,
Life Sciences)
Frayne, Matthew*
Frow, Alexander*
Gasche, Aiden
Geldenhuys, Brandon*
Gernandt, Keanan* (Afrikaans)
Gibson, Kyle*
Gibson, Shane* (Accounting)
Giovannoni, Cameron*
Glass, Kyle* (English, Mathematics, Life
Orientation, Accounting, History)
Goosen, Dylan*
Gopaul, Brandon*
Gqirana, Lita* (History)
Gqokoma, Sisipho
Greyling, Luke* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Geography)
Grobbelaar, Carl* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Life Orientation, Accounting, Physical
Sciences)
Haasbroek, Miguel* (Life Orientation)
Haasbroek, Pieter* (English, Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Geography, Information
Technology, Physical Sciences)
Hans, Siyamdumisa* (History)
Harris, Dale*
Harvey, Matthias* (French, Mathematics,
Information Technology, Physical Sciences)
Hays, Alexander*
Hendry, Philip*
Henry, Connor* (English, Afrikaans,
French, Mathematics, Life Orientation,
Accounting, Physical Sciences)

Herbst, Charles-Louis*
Heyns, Aymar*
Hitchcock, Sebastian* (English,
Mathematics, Information Technology,
Visual Arts)
Hoﬀman, Tyler* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Life Orientation, Information Technology,
Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Horton, Armandt* (Mathematics,
Information Technology, Music)
Howard, Calvin* (English, Life Orientation,
History, Life Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Human, Daniel* (Life Orientation,
Information Technology)
Humphries, Connor* (Accounting, History)
Humphries, Jonathan*
Imrie, Christian*
Ingram, Braden*
Jacobs, Justin*
James, Storm*
Jansen, Gustav* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Geography, Information Technology,
Physical Sciences)
Jimlongoe, Mbulelo
John, Tuscan* (Music)
Jordaan, Adam*
Kakoulla, Michael
Kavuma, Brian*
Kearns, Jack*
Keil, Matthew* (Mathematical Literacy)
Kembo, Nyashadzashe*
Kemp, Ashley*
Kennerley, David* (Mathematical Literacy)
Kgokong, Kitso*
Khan, Rashied*
Kinsey, Graham*
Klapwijk, Ivor
Knoetze, Marc* (English, Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Life Orientation,
Accounting, Geography)
Koessler, Adrian* (English, Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Life Orientation, Life
Sciences, Music, Physical Sciences,
Mathematics 3)
Kotze, Alexander* (Afrikaans)
Kruger, Marnus* (Afrikaans, Accounting,
Geography)
Kruger, Ray* (Civil Technology, Information
Technology)
Kruger, Ruan* (Afrikaans, Accounting,
Geography)
Kyriacou, Costas* (Modern Greek,
Accounting, History)
Kyriazis, Basil
Lambley, Alexander* (Visual Arts)
Lamprecht, Cornelis* (Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Accounting, History)
Landsberg, Neil*
Lawrie, Jordan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Le Même, Francois* (French, Accounting)
Lebese, Lebogang*
Lee, John* (History, Life Sciences)
Legoabe, Tshiamo
Letcher, Jade* (Life Sciences)
Levitt, Sean*
Lister, Curtly*
Lock, Courtney* (French, Life Orientation,
History)
Louw, Ethan*
Lu Jiacheng* (French)

Njemla, Sibahle
Nomdebevana, Sinethemba*
Ntlatleng, Mahlatji* (Sepedi, French)
Obodozie, Kosisochukwu*
Olusegun, Emmanuel* (History)
Otto, Brandon*
Oyedipe, Michael*
Park, Sung Eun* (Mathematics, Music)
Paul, Evan* (English, Mathematics, Life
Orientation, Accounting, Geography,
Physical Sciences)
Paul, Ryan
Pauw, Willem* (English, Mathematics,
Geography, History, Physical Sciences)
Peens, Henry-Dillon* (Afrikaans,
Accounting)
Peete, Madumo*
Penney, Jason*
Petersen, Kyle* (German, Mathematics, Life
Orientation)
Petje, Mokgalo*
Petzwinkler, Nicholas* (History)
Phele, Thatayaone*
Pienaar, Raine*
Pieterse, Kelvin* (Afrikaans)
Pieterse, Shaun* (English, Afrikaans,
Geography)
Pitamber, Jyoshil* (Accounting)
Preston, Connor*
Qi, Dayeh* (Mathematical Literacy)
Qi, Ruixuan* (Mathematics, Geography,
Information Technology, Physical Sciences)
Ragoonaden, Shivam* (French,
Mathematics, Information Technology,
Physical Sciences)
Raubenheimer,Ryan* (English, Life
Orientation, Geography, Life Sciences)
Rayner, Peter*
Reddy, Rishalan*
Robbertse, Pascal* (Mathematics, Life
Orientation, Geography, Information
Technology, Physical Sciences,
Mathematics 3)
Robinson, Liam*
Rochford, Liam*
Rouse, Darrel*
Roux, Phillip* (English, Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Life Orientation,
Accounting, Music, Physical Sciences,
Mathematics 3)
Sales, Warwick*
Salie, Imtiaz* (Music)
San Giorgio, Ferruccio
Scheepers, Vaughn* (Afrikaans, Accounting,
Civil Technology)
Schell, Kieran
Scott, Ruben*
Seeliger, Jon* (Afrikaans, English,
Mathematics, Life Orientation,
Accounting, Geography, Physical Sciences,
Mathematics 3)
Senekal, Lumardt*
Shabangu, Nkosinathi
Shariﬀ, Ridhwaan* (Geography)
Shin, Hyun Suk* (Life Orientation,
Information Technology, Visual Arts)
Short, Kevin*
Shuttleworth, Evan* (Afrikaans)
Sibanda, Trustworth
Singh, Emilio* (English, Life Orientation,

History, Information Technology)
Smith, Nathan* (Mathematical Literacy)
Soar, Ethanne* (English, Afrikaans, French,
Life Orientation, Music)
Somaru, Louwayne
Strasheim, Conrad* (English, Mathematics,
Information Technology, Life Sciences,
Physical Sciences)
Stubbs, Joshua*
Sujee, Evahn*
Suleman, Zafar* (Accounting)
Sutton, Shaquil* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Life Orientation, Accounting, Geography,
Physical Sciences)
Swanepoel, Jonathan* (Life Orientation,
Physical Sciences)
Swart, Milan* (Afrikaans, Music)
Tam, Nazirite* (Visual Arts)
Terblanche, Darren* (English)
Terblanche, Sheldon* (Life Orientation)
Thomas, Duncan* (Afrikaans, French,
Music)
Thyssen, Wade*
Todd, Ryan*
Tohoungba, Audric* (French, Geography)
Townsend, Ryan*
Tsebe, Kgoale*
Van Biljon, Leigh (Visual Arts)
Van der Breggen, Jonathan*
Van der Colﬀ, Kevin
Van der Merwe, Christiaan* (Afrikaans,
Information Technology)
Van der Merwe, James*
Van der Merwe, Jan* (Civil Technology)
Van der Merwe, Peter
Van der Merwe, Petrus* (Afrikaans)
Van Heerden, Jason* (Life Orientation,
Geography, Life Sciences)
Van Jaarsveld, Bronson
Van Jaarsveldt, Jayden* (Life Orientation,
Geography)
Van Loggerenberg, Julian* (English,
Afrikaans, Mathematics, Life Orientation,
Life Sciences, Music, Physical Sciences)
Van Niekerk, Oostewald*(Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Accounting, Geography,
Physical Sciences)
Van Schalkwyk, Richard*
Van Straaten, Diederick* (Afrikaans, Life
Orientation, Accounting, Geography)
Van Vuuren, Rossouw* (Afrikaans)
Van Wyk, Duane* (English, Afrikaans,
French)
Van Wyk, Marc*
Van Zweel, Zander* (Life Orientation)
Venter, London* (English, Life Sciences)
Viljoen, Abraham* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Life Orientation, Accounting, Geography)
Vollmer, Kaldyn*
Volschenk, Pierre* (English, Afrikaans,
French, Life Sciences)
Wagemaker, Tristan*
Watson, Michael* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Accounting, Information Technology)
Watson, Robert*
Welch, Cameron*
Wolﬀ, Joshua*
Wombo, Paul* (Mathematics, Accounting,
Music)
Zeller, Robert* (German, Mathematics)

The Pretorian

MATRIC RESULTS

Machaba, Diagametse*
Mahwehwe, Jurgen
Maier, Bruce*
Makwela, Kamohelo* (History)
Malapile, Maleka*
Malherbe, Theodor* (Mathematical Literacy)
Maluleke, Nkateko*
Marais, Joshua
Mare, Robert*
Margolius, Daniel* (Mathematical Literacy)
Marques, Dimitri* (Mathematics,
Accounting, History)
Marsh, Gavin* (Mathematics, History, Life
Sciences, Physical Sciences)
Masondo, Musa* (Life Orientation,
Accounting, Geography)
Masters, Keith*
Masters, Lizo* (English, Life Sciences, Music)
Mateza, Loyola*
Matjiu, Khinong*
Matlhoko, Boikanyo*
Maziya, Nkosinathi*
McMagh, Gregory*
McGregor, Felix* (English, Afrikaans,
Mathematics, Life Orientation,
Accounting, Geography, Physical Sciences)
Mda, Lunga*
Melton, Dustin*
Menu, Alex* (Mathematics, Life Orientation,
Accounting, Life Sciences)
Meyburgh, Steven* (Afrikaans, Mathematics,
Accounting, Geography)
Mfete, Moloti
Michael, Devon* (Mathematics, Accounting,
Life Sciences)
Mickel, Robert*
Mills, Matthew*
Moatshe, Kgosi* (Mathematics, Life
Orientation, Accounting, Life Sciences)
Moche, Mohale*
Mofokeng, Lehlohonolo* (Accounting)
Mogashane, Mpho*
Mokale, Khumo*
Mokuena, Shelton*
Molefe, Omphemetse
Moodley, Trishen* (Information Technology)
Mooke, Bogosi
Moopanar, Davishkar* (Accounting,
Geography)
Morgan, Blaine*
Mosuwe, Letlhogonolo* (English, Afrikaans,
History)
Moyo, Thembelani* (Visual Arts)
Mphephu, Tondani*
Mpipi, Kagiso*
Mthembu,Mzamo
Muchenje, Tanaka*
Mulaudzi, Zwifhiwa
Murray, Daniel*
Mutezo, Rangano*
Naidoo, Jonathan* (History)
Ndonga, Christopher*
Nel, David* (Business Studies)
Nel, Michael*
Neocosmos, Kibidi* (English, French,
Mathematics, Life Orientation, History,
Physical Sciences)
Ngelanga, Achuma* (Mathematics,
Accounting, Life Sciences)
Ngubegusha, Yolo*
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Prefects and Academic Colours

MATRICS

School Prefects

Front Row L–R: K Pieterse, B Morgan, J Seeliger, D Drabile, D van Straaten, C Henry (Head Prefect), J Cowie (Deputy Head Prefect), P Roux,
V Scheepers, T Sibanda, M Masondo.
Second Row L–R: K Glass, A Menu, M Jimlongoe, L Claassen, T Mosuwe, S Dzhabirov, F McGregor, A Engelbrecht, S Chuturgoon, K Moatshe.
Back Row L–R: M Black, R Townsend, A Heyns, L Kyriacou, R Finlayson, M de Waal, D Baytop, G Marsh, M Knoetze, C Engels,
J Humphries.

Academic Colours

Front Row L–R: C Engels, M Watson, J van Loggerenberg, T Hoﬀman, S Chuturgoon, A Koessler, G Buﬀo, P Roux, J Cowie, D Duim,
C Henry, S Meyburgh, M Botha.
Second Row L–R: K Petersen, S Sutton, S Ragoonaden, S Fobian, F McGregor, E Paul, P Burger, D Haasbroek, J Seeliger, J Gerber, R Qi, M Knoetze,
B Coetzee, K Moatshe, N Moerane.
Third Row L–R: K Snaman, K Maneta, W Collings, W Benade, S Cohen, R Hoekstra, V Janse van Rensburg, L Strydom, W Reyneke, E Soar,
L Greyling, T Malete.
Fourth Row L–R: G Kirkcaldy, K Naidoo, W Pauw, J Lamprecht, D van Wyk, C Strasheim, V Scheepers, C Howard, J van Niekerk, R Focke,
J Fisher, K Neocosmos, A Menu, M Harvey, S Kim.
Back Row L–R: D Human, P Robbertse, C Hwang, P Wombo, R Appana, A Pretorius, D van Straaten, M de Waal, AViljoen, R Finlayson,
D Baytopp, H Holtzhausen, D Drabile, G Marsh, G Ioannou.
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Afrikaans 1st Additional Language
Anton Prinsloo
German 2nd Additional Language Benedikt Johannes
Sepedi 1st Additional Language
Modikoe Musi
Arts And Culture (Shared)
Robin Thompson
Music
Jan Joubert
Sepedi 2nd Additional Language (Shared)
Arabile Nkwe
Tlhogi Ramafuthula
Advanced Programme Mathematics
Arts And Culture (Shared)
John-Henry Faul

Economic And Management Sciences (Shared)
English Home Language
Geography
Natural Sciences
Luca Lohrentz
Economic And Management Sciences (Shared)
French 2nd Additional Language
History
Mathematics
Technology
Form I Dux Scholar 2013
Kyle Mathews

Form II Subject Awards
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language (Shared)
Xander Van Eeden
English Home Language
Franciscus Crouse
German 2nd Additional Language
Oliver Eggers
Sepedi 1st Additional Language
Thabang Khatide
Sepedi 2nd Additional Language
Thabang Sambo
nd
French 2 Additional Language
Ngoni Nyika
Arts And Culture
Economic And Management Sciences Shaun Farrell
Advanced Programme Mathematics

Mathematics
Francois Le Roux
History (Shared)
Music
Ivan Louw
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language (Shared)
Geography
History (Shared)
Natural Sciences
Technology
Form II Dux Scholar 2013
Shaun Traviss

Form III Subject Awards
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language (Shared) Gerrit
Dreyer
French 1st Additional Language
Miguel Pereira
French 2nd Additional Language
Thurston Stadler
Accounting
Alex Loubser
Business Studies
Dylan Rodrigues
Engineering Graphics And Design Michael Knoetze
Information Technology
Michael De Nobrega
Life Sciences
Pieter Brune
Mathematical Literacy
Brad Scott
Music
Cameron Williams
Advanced Programme Mathematics (Shared)
Neil Fair
Jeﬀrey Russell

Tyler Armstrong
Günter Nowak
Sepedi 1st Additional Language (Shared)
Quinton Masemola
Ronnie Molaba
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language (Shared)
Visual Arts
Hannes Elsenbroek
Civil Technology
German 2nd Additional Language
Richard Grant
English Home Language
Mathematics
Rishay Rajkumar
History
Physical Sciences
Form III Dux Scholar 2013
Johannes Coetzee
Geography (Shared)

ACADEMIC AWARDS

Form I Subject Awards

Form IV Subject Awards
German 2nd Additional Language
Paul Burger
Sepedi 1st Additional Language
Lesedi Kgofelo
French 2nd Additional Language
Sam Mukwamu
Accounting
Tevin Mukwevho
Business Studies
Joshua Coles
Civil Technology
Rory Horne
Engineering Graphics And Design (Shared)
Jandré Gerber
Geography
George Ioannou
Information Technology (Shared)
Robert Focke
Mathematical Literacy
Tyler Den Heyer
Music
Rendert Hoekstra

Visual Arts
Sergio Singh
English Home Language
History
Samuel Cohen
Advanced Programme Mathematics
Engineering Graphics And Design (Shared)
Mathematics (Shared)
Alex Hsiao
Afrikaans 1st Additional Language
Information Technology (Shared)
Mathematics (Shared)
Llewellyn Strydom
Life Sciences
Physical Sciences
Form IV Dux Scholar 2013
Wesley Benade
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Form III Colour Awards
Half Colours (80–84% average)
New Award
Byron Antak
Adrian Buﬀa
Inus Heymans
Michael Knoetze
Jeﬀrey Russell
Thurston Stadler

Mauritz Blignaut
Michael Gous
Christiaan Kleynhans
Sean Pentz
Daniel Southey
Cameron Williams

Full Colours (85–89% Average)
New Award
Pieter Brune

Hannes Elsenbroek
Neil Fair
Chris Hitchcock
Rishay Rajkumar

Honours (90% Average and above)
New Award
Johannes Coetzee

Gerrit Dreyer

Quintin Claassen

Form IV Colour Awards
Half Colours (80–84% Average)
New Award
Harry Burdett
Prashin Premchand Rocharam
Re-award
Marthinus Erasmus
Jimmy Fischer
Alex Hsiao
Chamond Hwang
Philip Immelman
Paul Kim
Garth Kircaldy
Tumi Malete
Kuda Maneta
Karish Naidoo
Kimon Nicolaides
Jesse Parvess
Armand Pretorius
Koﬁ Snaman

Full Colours (85–89% Average)
New Award
Rahiél Kirpal
Re-award
Paul Burger
Samuel Cohen
Robert Focke
Viaan Janse van Rensburg
Werner Reyneke
Brandon van Veenhuyzen

Justin Coetzee
Winford Collings
Jandré Gerber
Seonggeun Kim
Llewellyn Strydom

Honours (90% Average and above)
Re-award
Wesley Benade

Rendert Hoekstra

Form V Colour Awards
Half Colours (75% Average)
New Award
Curtis Cornwall
Athi Dube
Doruk Eﬀendi
Costa Kyriacou
Davish Moopanar
Kelvin Pieterse
Re-award
Daniel Anderson
David Bradﬁeld
Dillan Baytopp
Ryan Fair
Sebastian Hitchcock
Marnus Kruger
Francois Le Même
Jiacheng Lu
Achuma Ngelanga
Shaun Pieterse
Milan Swart

Joshua Dehlen
Wes du Toit
Ray Kruger
Devon Michael
Kossy Obodozie
Robert Zeller
Richard Bettman
Streicher Badenhorst
George Bowmaker-Falconer
Kyle Glass
Armandt Horton
Ruan Kruger
John Lee
Musa Masondo
Thato Ntlatleng
Ryan Raubenheimer
Duncan Thomas

Full Colours (80% Average)
New Award
Ruslynn Appana
Jason Dominy
Richard Finlayson
Matthias Harvey
Dimitri Marques
18

Michael de Nobrega
Diaan Engelbrecht
Grant Grobbelaar
Alex Loubser
Coert van der Westhuizen
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Michael de Waal
Darrol Drabile
Luke Greyling
Calvin Howard
Gavin Marsh

Kyle Petersen
Vaughn Scheepers
Paul Wombo
Re-award
Daniel Human
Johaniel Lamprecht
Kgosi Moatshe
Willem Pauw
Ethanne Soar
Oostewald van Niekerk
Duane van Wyk

Pascal Robbertse
Conrad Strasheim
Gustav Jansen
Alex Menu
Kibidi Neocosmos
Joseph Shin
Audric Tohoungba
Ricko van Straaten
Pierre Volschenk

Honours (85% Average and above)
New Award
Seth Fobian
Steven Meyburgh
Ruixuan Qi
Emilio Singh
Julian van Loggerenberg
Re-award
Michael Botha
Shivaar Chuturgoon
Daneel Duim
Dian Haasbroek
Tyler Hoﬀman
Adrian Koessler
Phillip Roux
Michael Watson

Lizo Masters
Evan Paul
Shivam Ragoonaden
Shaquil Sutton
Abrie Viljoen
Gian Buﬀo
Jay Cowie
Cliﬀord Engels
Connor Henry
Marc Knoetze
Felix McGregor
Jon Seeliger

Headmaster:
Chairman:
(Estate/Boarding)
Vice Chairman:
Treasurer:
Secretary/Legal:
Wellness:
Staﬀ/HR:
IT:
Ethics/Discipline:
Staﬃng:
Educator Members:

Parents’ Association
Mr Tony Reeler
Mr Harry Todd

Mr Quito Esteves
Mr Roger Hitchcock
Mr Marius Van Staden
Dr Mario Greyling
Dr Mafu Rakometsi
Mrs Fahida Saib
Dr Charlene Carbonatto
Mr Ian Plaatjes
Mr John Illsley
Mr Greg Hassenkamp
Mr Peter Franken
Non-Educator Member:
Mr Peter Mabunda
Co-opted:
Mr Julian Cook (Business Manager)
Mr Martin Coetzee (PA Chairperson)
Ms Katrina Dodds (Minuting Secretary)
Pupil members: Costa Kyriacou (RCL Chairman)
Connor Henry (Head Prefect)
Jay Cowie (Deputy Head Prefect)

GOVERNORS AND P.A

Governing Body

Sophia Avvakoumides
Ruben Chetty
Martin Coetzee
Elizabeth Currie
Debbie Den Hartog
Fatima Fernandes
Brett Fischer
Juanita Haug
Elinoir Hitchcock
Greg Howard
Javier Lobo
Sunil Maharaj
Mike Manyike
Mark Smith
Tony Reeler
Amelia Robinson
Perla Tabora
Carmen Talbot
Mauneen Van Wyk
Richard Venn
Ricky Wolter
Ina Le Roux
Maynette Heyns
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W

ith the start of 2013 came a number of
new members of staﬀ. We were delighted
to welcome two old boys, Mark Blew
and JP Dumas. Mr Blew, on an extended visit to the
UK, met and married Gemma who, on their arrival
at PBHS, we immediately set to work for the ﬁrst
term, in the English Department, when Mrs Heidi
Stuart became a full-time granny to her new twin
grandchildren – we thank her sincerely for her
invaluable assistance. Mr Blew was appointed Senior
Housemaster, Abernethy House, and a member of
the Accounting, Economic Management Sciences
and Life Orientation departments. Mr Dumas, a
ﬁrst year teacher, was welcomed into the Art and
Civil Technology departments and has also been
very involved in water polo where his passion for
the sport quickly became evident. Mrs Karen Botha
was appointed the new Media Centre manager
in which post she has quickly found her feet and
eﬀected a number of changes. Ms Kimera Moodley
has joined the Physical Sciences department and Mr
Dean Jeﬀerson has been appointed as the Director
of Cricket. Mrs Cathy Louw has been appointed as
the new Pollock Campus secretary and although she
started in November, she oﬃcially takes over this
portfolio in the new year. Finally, we welcomed Ms
Candice Terink as the new HR manager in which
post we are sure she will succeed. We wish all these
appointees much success in their positions and hope
they will be very happy at PBHS.
In welcoming new members of staﬀ, we
inevitably have to say goodbye to others. Ms Annika
Raubenheimer, our HR Manager, followed her
heart to Australia and has subsequently become
engaged; we wish her much happiness. Ms Sarah
Heuer, a highly competent member of the English
Department, has decided to follow her passion in the
publishing industry and she will be sorely missed by
her colleagues and the boys. We also said goodbye to
Mr Rob Orr, who has accepted a post near Tzaneen,
and Mr John Webber who has decided to pursue a
career in business. Both old boys, their loyalty to the
school was unquestioned and their combined input in
the cultural and sporting arenas is much appreciated.
Ms Joanne Beckwith made a decision to further her
studies in the USA in which endeavour we wish her
much success. She was an invaluable member of the
Mathematics Department and will be sorely missed
by the boys and her colleagues. Mr Derik Botha has
accepted a post at St Stithian’s College and Ms Hayley
Brett has decided to continue her teaching career in
the UK. We thank them both for their contribution to
our School. Mrs Ursula Naude, German, has decided
to accept a post at Crawford College after eight years
at PBHS. This move was primarily as a result of health
reasons and Crawford’s gain is deﬁnitely our loss.
A popular and respected member of staﬀ, she gave
unstintingly of her time to both the Afrikaans and
The Pretorian

German Departments. She also spent many hours
next to the swimming pool and will be missed by all
with whom she came into contact. Mrs Yvonne Uys,
the secretary at Pollock Campus for the past thirteen
years, has retired. An energetic, hard-working and
caring person, nothing was ever too trouble much for
her and there are many members of the Boys High
community who will miss her happy personality and
considerable contribution to particularly Pollock.
Mr Keith Mansﬁeld has also retired after
agreeing to stay on in 2013 in a part-time position.
Mr Mansﬁeld was meticulous in upholding the
values of the school and has been instrumental in
inculcating these values into the new Form 1’s. He is
an accomplished English teacher whose knowledge
and love of the language will be sorely missed.
Always the perfect gentleman, Mr Mansﬁeld has
passed on this love to numerous boys and their
respect for him is evidenced by the number of old
boys who remain grateful for the eﬀect he has had
on their lives. He will be a great loss to the English
Department at PBHS.
Sadly, we also bade farewell to Mr Greg Hassenkamp,
a Deputy Headmaster and old boy of the school. After
ﬁnishing his schooling at PBHS in 1990 and studying as
a teacher, he joined the teaching staﬀ after ﬁrst gaining
experience elsewhere. Amongst other positions, he has
also served as Senior Housemaster of Solomon House
where he and his family made an indelible impact, and
he was extremely well-liked and respected by all with
whom he came into contact. A 1st XV player in his time,
his passion for the game was obvious and he coached
rugby until his departure, serving, in his latter years,
as the 1st XV coach. More will be written about him
elsewhere in this magazine but mention must brieﬂy
be made of his work ethic, organisational skills and
undoubted loyalty to the school. He has left to take
up the post as Headmaster of Hermanus High School
in which position we have no doubt he will leave his
mark. He will be sorely missed and we wish him,
Amanda and the children every success in this new
exciting phase of their lives.
The stork has had a very busy year and we
warmly congratulate the following members of
staﬀ and their spouses on the new additions to
their families. In April, Maureen Moeketsane, our
tuckshop assistant, and her husband welcomed
their son, Botshelo. June brought the arrival of
Raleen, a daughter to Jeanne and Nico de Meillon,
and Morgan, a second daughter for Rob and Joreen
Blackmore. Rob and Jennifer Orr were delighted
to welcome a bonny son, Michael-Luke, and in
November, Ryan and Julie O’Donoghue welcomed
their daughter, Camryn.
Cupid also played his part and our Educational
Psychologist married her ﬁancé, Charl, on the West
Coast in March. We wish them a lifetime of happiness.
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22

The Pretorian

The Pretorian

23

STAFF NOTES

Front Row L–R: M Moodley, M Blew, C MacDonald, D Harvey, J Tucker, M Smith, G Hassenkamp, A Reeler (Headmaster), J Illsley, C McBride, R O' Donoghue, M Smuts, C Smit, P Franken.
Second Row L–R: T Parker, L Georgiades, J Jones, D Cloete, G Wroth, S Harvey, J de Meillon, T Millar, A Robinson, D Roode, D Albers, C Christodoulou, A Matthews, M Müller, S van Wyk, A van Wyk.
Third Row L–R: S Harbour, B Boerstra, E Müller, P Noonan, C Dowra, M Armstrong, A Bolduc, H Gioia, S Singh, H Stuart, A Floor, U Naude, J Beckwith, H Brett, K Moodley, B Nel, Y Reyburn, P Ewart-Phipps
Fourth Row L–R: J Cook, L Keeton, M Petrou, D de Lange, R Fourie, J Dumas, K Mansﬁeld, P Vlag, B Bapape, C Scholtz, R Kellock, H Coetzee, M MacDonald, J Holliday, A van Straten, L Kloppers, D van der Watt.
Fifth Row L–R: W Koekemoer, E Rust, J Webber, J Page, P Loots, D Botha, K Petje, H Dorlas, G du Plessis, L McEvoy, R Blackmore, T Thompson, D Wright, L van Reenen.
Sixth Row L–R: B Burrow, J Kelly, N Loupos, A de Kock, D van Suilichem, M Lombard, K Botha, Z Jiyane.

Academic Staff

TRIBUTES

Dean Michael
We were all devastated by the sudden passing of
Dean Michael. He was a quiet but deeply passionate
young man. Dean had an incredible love for music,
his friends and his sister. Even during some of
the hardest times, Dean was reluctant to burden
others. He would bury himself in his music yet still
be there for others. Dean you will be missed. Bette
Midler said best what I would like to say when she
wrote:

When the night has been too lonely
And the road has been too long
And you think that love
Is only for the lucky and the strong
Just remember in the Winter
Far beneath the bitter snow
Lies the seed that with the sun’s love,
In the Spring becomes the rose.
(The Rose – Bette Midler)
Andrew de Kock
Tutor

This drawing of Dean Michael was completed as a collaborative eﬀort by his fellow art students at PBHS.

Dean was the type of friend who was not easy to
talk to. Every one of those moments are now just
memories. Those memories will always stay with
me. I remember him telling us the weirdest things,
and how he loved his guitar and the sound it made.
We are going to miss you Dean. We met and swopped
stories for the last time. I did not imagine that when
he said goodbye, it meant that we were going to see

each other only in the next life. He was a positive
inﬂuence among many of us. We know he is in a
better place. We will remain his true friends. Even
though some did not understand him, we became
the people he called his family. In order to remember
you all we have to do is look to the heavens.
Tshiamo Legoabe

Kamogelo Mothibe’s Eulogy
My name is Darrol Drabile and I am currently
completing my matric year at Pretoria Boys High
School. At school I was the matric assigned to look
after Kamo and ensure that he knew the ins and outs
of Boys High. I remember on the 11th of January I
was on camp with the grade 8s and we were drilling
them into becoming Boys High boys. I will never
forget seeing a short, cute boy with chubby cheeks
who had this charm about him and my heart melted
when I saw him. I ended up taking him as my skiv
24
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(which is slang for taking him under my wing) and
began to mentor Kamo. I won’t lie, the boy found a
soft spot in my heart very quickly.
At the beginning of the year we went on a bossskiv date and that was the ﬁrst time that Kamo
expressed his love for Real Madrid and how he
thought that Ronaldo was the best soccer player in
the world. It was here that I ﬁrst learnt about what
Kamo enjoyed doing in his spare time and also heard
the story about his primary school girlfriend.

The ﬁrst time I saw Kamo play basketball was
against Jeppe. He was on at point guard and played
basketball as if he was playing a soccer match. I was
amazed at his vision and unselﬁshness, because
he was always picking out his teammates with
ease. He also rarely lost the ball and was dribbling
skillfully past his opponents with ease…but the
most astonishing thing was his composure. Even
under pressure Kamo was able to make the correct
decisions…he was worthy of the title as the general.
The Kamo I knew at school was obedient and
always did what he was told. He never failed to
report to me at breaks unless his class had managed
to get break detention. I was amazed at how
organised the boy was at school and how he never
forgot something I told him. It was no surprise that
the other bosses would often ask if they could send
Kamo to pack their school bags or buy food at the
tuck-shop. He never complained when he was given
a task to do but just smiled and got right down to
ﬁnishing it to the best of his abilities.
Often we would have discussions about life
and current world or local aﬀairs. I could see the
boy’s mind widening and he was growing into a
broad thinking, well informed young man…but no
doubt the discussions he loved the most were about
soccer…especially when Manchester United had
lost. I won’t lie, if there was an award for skiv of the
year, I know Kamo would be the favourite to win it.
Kamo was a kid with a sense of humour. His
friends told me about how he always made their
class-time more special with his cheeky jokes. He
was also the most chilled guy in their class and
would always tell them to “chill a bit” when things
got heated. They also spoke of how he would cheat
when they were running laps around the soccer
ﬁelds. He would power walk but move his arms in
such a way that it looked like he was running his
heart out…even during basketball, his friends spoke
of his weird running tactics at the beginning of the
season. Although at the end of the season it is said
that he was one of the fastest runners when they did
suicides and would sometimes even beat everyone
in his team.
Kamo was friends with everyone…I never saw
him walking alone in the corridors to class. And
whoever was walking with him was always smiling
and laughing. He was also a sweetheart and had this
adorable smile and gentle voice. Kamo had a positive
outlook on life and I never saw him discouraged
(except when Real Madrid lost). The boy always
worked hard at his goals until he succeeded. He had
told me the story of how he was once overlooked to
play soccer for the A-Team in primary school and
ended up in the B-Team. But Kamo being the tiger

that he is, worked hard and fought for a spot in the
A-Team. Eventually he was moved up to the A-Team
where he ﬂourished as a general in midﬁeld.
We will miss all those cheeky comments about
why Real Madrid is the best club in the world. We
will miss seeing him run onto the sports ﬁelds and
control the game like a general. We will miss playing
ﬁfa against you…and losing. Kamo, we will miss
your cute laugh. Kamo, we will miss pulling your
cheeks…and we will miss being told to “chill a bit”.
We wish we could see him graduate from high
school. We wish we could see him at his matric
dance. We wish we could see him at the airport
leaving to go America to play soccer. We wish we
could see his ﬁrst game as a professional footballer.
We wish we could see his last game before he
retires. We wish we could see him sweating at the
alter; waiting for the love of his life to walk down
the aisle. We wish we could see him as a father
playing soccer with his kids. We wish we could see
him in his old age telling his grandchildren to “chill
a bit”… I wish I could give him my prefect tie as
a present at my ﬁnal assembly, because I know he
would have to wear it one day…we wish we could
see him one last time.
One of the last moments I had with Kamo was
when I was talking to him about my matric dance.
He had asked if he could see a picture of my date
so that he could give her his approval to go with
me to the dance. His friends had told me about
the last time they saw him play a soccer match in
a tournament. It was a few weeks ago in an indoor
soccer tournament and he scored the most amazing
goal that they had ever seen him score…it is as if that
was Kamo’s own special way of saying goodbye. Let
us all hold onto the good memories we have of him.
Let us not mourn that he is gone but rather celebrate
that he has lived. I’m quite sure he would want us to
do that. Goodbye our friend. Goodbye our brother.
Goodbye our son. Goodbye my skiv. May your soul
rest in peace.
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Gregary Hassenkamp left the staﬀ of Boys High at
the end of 2013 to take up a post as headmaster of
Hermanus High School in the Western Cape, ending
a fourteen year period of service to the school.
Greg’s original association with the school began
in 1986, when he arrived as a Form One pupil and
a boarder in Solomon House. He was a typically
lively youngster with a naughty streak, something
which would serve him well in his later career as it
gave him a very shrewd understanding of the way
adolescent boys think and behave! He would be
the ﬁrst to acknowledge that his years as a pupil at
PBHS also gave him a ﬁrm grounding in terms of the
values good schools should cherish as part of their
ethos. He left with a real love of the school and an
admiration for the vocation of teaching. Hence, after
matriculating, Greg went on to train as a teacher
and after graduating, spent some years teaching in
Johannesburg (a De La Salle) and London.
In 1999 he was recruited onto the staﬀ of this
school by the then headmaster, Mr Bill Schroder
and he took up a position as a junior Geography
teacher. Apart from the enthusiasm he brought to
the classroom, he threw himself wholeheartedly into
the extra mural programme, coaching cricket and
rugby teams, as a well as a number of disciplines
within athletics.
Having gained a useful number of years’
experience in the school, Greg was appointed as a
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senior housemaster of a boarding house in 2003,
returning, appropriately to Solomon House for a
ﬁve year term. He ran the house with a very ﬁrm
hand on the tiller, always ensuring that every facet
of its administration was running smoothly. As with
any good boarder housemaster, he was also obliged
to spend several hours a day dealing with the special
needs of some boys; communicating with parents
and ensuring that there were no “underworld”
activities, his vigilance in this respect probably not
endearing him to some senior boarders. Given his
thoroughness in all things, there were only just
enough hours in a day to ensure that he could juggle
a teaching load, a coaching role, have a family life
and run a boarding house, all with equal aplomb!
Greg’s time at Solomon House ended with his
appointment of a deputy headmaster in 2005. Among
his portfolios in this position were managing the
school prefects and handling day-to-day discipline
issues. It was, I believe, in this role that Greg
displayed most clearly the attributes that make him
such an outstanding school master. His uncanny
ability to deal with boys who were in trouble (for
all manner of oﬀences and problems) in a way that
made them leave chastened but without feeling
aggrieved, was wonderful to behold and a ﬁne
example of how such matters should be dealt with
in a boys school. Likewise, the same combination
of fair play, directness and charm also had many
a boy leaving his oﬃce duly recruited
into some or other school activity that
he had no intention of doing and feeling
somewhat bewildered as to how he
had allowed himself to be persuaded
by “the H”! Needless to say, many staﬀ
came to rely on the Hassenkamp touch
in assisting them in their dealings
with diﬃcult classes and individuals,
something that won him much respect
among his colleagues.
During his time as a deputy, Greg
developed the deﬁnitive Form One
orientation programme which has
become without a doubt, the most
important single part of the shaping the
young men of this school. By the same
token, his running of the training camp
for school prefects, was a crucial part
of the honing of this leadership group
within the school.
Greg’s other portfolios while serving
as a deputy headmaster, included
the running of the staﬀ assessment
programme;
student
exchanges
with overseas schools; gap student

programmes and managing pupils on external
scholarships. He was also a member of the school’s
Governing Body and the staﬀ representative on the
Parents Association for several years.
No tribute to Greg would be complete without
mention of his role as coach of the 1st XV Rugby
team, something which he took on for several years
with a passion that bordered on obsession. Using
every technique in the book (of which his personal
motivation of players remained the most important),
he extracted the best from his teams and had some
good seasons, although never ones that matched
up to his stratospheric expectations! It was rugby
which led to a few good-natured disagreements
between he and I. One involved the arguably cheesy
motivational quotes in the pre-game change room
and the other was the annual disagreement over the
length of the Pretorian report for the 1st Team as his
legendry wordiness led to ﬁfteen page reports being
submitted to this editor!

Greg's boundless energy and plethora of
responsibilities, meant that he seemingly never
stood still, which resulted in him being dubbed
the "Scarlet Pimpernel" on the school executive, as
he vanished in the blink of an eye to go and attend
to some or other task. That sort of commitment to
education bound up with a genuinely caring attitude
for those with whom he worked, made him a huge
asset to the school and a personable character who
we shall greatly miss.
In concluding this short tribute to Greg for his
years of quality service to the school, I am sure I am
joined by staﬀ, pupils and parents, past and present,
in extending a very sincere word of thanks and best
wishes for a future which will undoubtedly see some
of the expertise developed at this school, beneﬁtting
another South African school, something of which
we are immensely proud.
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Keith Mansﬁeld
After matriculating at Victoria Park High School
(Port Elizabeth) Mr Mansﬁeld completed his military
service, read for his honours degree in teaching
at the University of Cape Town and then worked
in the private sector for nine years before starting
his teaching career. During this time Mr Mansﬁeld
taught at four diﬀerent schools with
his ﬁrst post being at Voortrekker Hoȅr
Skool in Cape Town.
Mr Mansﬁeld joined the staﬀ of
Pretoria Boys High School in January
1998 after having being Head of
Department at Potchefstroom Boys
High. Little did Mr Schroder know at the
time what an inspirational appointment
this language teacher would be. Mr
Mansﬁeld would go on to teach at Boys
High for the next sixteen years where he
would retire from teaching after 33 years
in the profession.
During his time at Pretoria Boys
High School Mr Mansﬁeld has involved
himself in a large number of extracurricular activities. Not only has he
taught English and French but has also
served as a Matheson House tutor;
run the Writer’s Club for 12 years;
served on the Boys High Highlights
committee as master in charge; edited
one edition of the Pretorian and directed
the school production HMS Pinafore.
He has also worked for the South

African Council for English Education (SACEE),
been an Armstrong house language editor and has
played a vital role in recent years during the Form
1 Orientation Programme. He has only ever taken
two days sick leave. Despite being forced to reduce
his involvement in extra mural activities due to
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poor health in 2001, Mr Mansﬁeld has continued to
involve himself in many of these roles. While these
work commitments conﬁrm the extent to which Mr
Mansﬁeld has unselﬁshly committed himself to the
school over the years, they certainly do not reﬂect
the quality of the work he has performed. It is more
important that I reﬂect more fully on the standard of
all Mr Mansﬁeld’s many contributions.
It is strange how I have come to know Mr
Mansﬁeld so well during my time teaching with
him at this wonderful school. Two more diﬀerent
people one could not expect to meet. I love sport
Mr Mansﬁeld does not. Mr Mansﬁeld devours
books. I do not. Mr Mansﬁeld loves the opera and
ballet. I do not. Mr Mansﬁeld is articulate. I am
not. Considering all of the diﬀerences we have it is
perhaps not so much that I have learnt to know Mr
Mansﬁeld well but rather, through my dealings with
him I have developed an immense respect for him.
Mr Mansﬁeld is a gentleman who is not prepared to
ever compromise on his high standards. He is a man
of immense integrity and moral standing with a
sound set of values. He expects nothing from others
that he does not live himself. I am not aware of many
people who in fact have been allowed to get to know
Mr Mansﬁeld well but I am aware of none who do
not respect him. Especially the pupils he has taught.
To have been taught by Mr Mansﬁeld is a rare
privilege indeed. In fact every boy (or girl) who
has ever been to school should have been taught by
someone of this gentleman’s calibre. Every schoolgoing person in this world has stories to tell of
teachers who have made an impression upon their
minds, through their ability to reach them in the
classroom. I doubt very much if there are any who
have been taught by Mr Mansﬁeld who will not
remember this gentleman for all the right reasons.
To say that Mr Mansﬁeld has been an outstanding
language teacher goes without saying. He loves
his languages, knows them well, and his lessons
are always well prepared. In front of a class Mr
Mansﬁeld is an entertainer as much as he is a
teacher. Those who have been privileged to have
been taught by him very quickly understand that
the subject English is simply an extension of who he
is and therefore, they enjoy allowing him to teach
them.
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But, in addition to being an outstanding English
teacher, Mr Mansﬁeld has proved to be an inspiring
role model. I am personally aware of a number
of boys from this school whose lives have been
positively inﬂuenced by the brief years they spent
in this gentleman’s presence. Amongst these boys I
include past 1st XV Rugby captains!
The key to Mr Mansﬁeld’s success as a teacher
of boys is that while often so diﬀerent to many of
the boys he has taught he has never been afraid to
be himself. In a world where there appears to be a
greater tolerance of lower personal standards and
greater freedom, where personalities seem to be
inﬂuenced by the stereotypes around us rather than
by sound role models, our pupils are in great need of
personal role models while they search for their own
identities. This Mr Mansﬁeld has given to them. In
the testosterone ﬁlled environment of a boys school
one would expect one of the many sporty men to
fulﬁll this role, yet the irony is that perhaps one of
the most gentle men on the staﬀ has achieved more
in this regard than most of us could ever hope to.
In all of his many responsibilities Mr Mansﬁeld has
always remained himself. Boys will always detect
insincerity. Mr Mansﬁeld has always been honest,
sincere and authentic and it is through this that he
has been able reach those with whom he has come in
contact. Despite the love for his subject Mr Mansﬁeld
has always understood that he is in fact not teaching
English but simply using the subject to reach boys in
a more fundamental way.
We wish Mr Mansﬁeld all the best as he retires
at the end of this year and can ﬁnally live a few
of his many dreams. The world is a big place with
many interesting places to see and languages to
be learnt. Pretoria Boys High school is perhaps too
small and English too limited for this gentleman to
truly have the inﬂuence he is meant to have. After a
trip to Antarctica and the mastering of the Russian
language who knows where Mr Mansﬁeld’s path
will lead him? There is, however, no doubt that
wherever his path does go there will be many who
are willingly or unconsciously inﬂuenced along the
way.
Mr G J Hassenkamp

Mrs Naude hails from Villiersdorp in the Cape
where she taught at the De Villiers Graaf High
School. In 2005 she moved to Silverton Hoërskool in
Pretoria and in September 2006, joined the Afrikaans
Department at Pretoria Boys High School.
She started by teaching Afrikaans Home
Language as well as Afrikaans Second Additional
Language. Her excellence as an Afrikaans teacher
is borne out by the fact that in 2008, her Afrikaans
Home Language pupils were nominated as the best
pupils in Gauteng. At the same time as she was
teaching, Mrs Naude was also studying for her
Masters degree in Linguistics specialising in Second
Language Acquisition and in 2010 she obtained this
degree. While in the Afrikaans Department, she
worked ﬁrst under Mrs Lorna Ferreira and then Mrs
Annchen Matthews.
In 2011, after the resignation of Mrs Ewara
Ellinghaus, Mrs Naude took over the reins as head
of the German Department. She had to adjust to the
challenge of working for both the GDE as well as the
IEB but soon she adapted to the demands of the IEB

and their ways and in 2011 and 2012 her German
pupils were acknowledged as the best pupils in
Gauteng. She also marked matric IEB exams in
both 2011 and 2012. She is extremely eﬃcient and
well organised and her administrative duties were
always carried out perfectly. Mrs Naude immersed
herself fully in the extra-mural programme at Boys
High. In the summer months she assisted with
swimming and proved to be a superb and very
accurate timekeeper. When she was not helping out
at the A-Team galas, she would take charge of the B
swimming team and accompanied the swimmers to
all their galas. She was an expert at sorting out last
minute crisis on the pool deck. We could always rely
on her to take wonderful pictures of the swimmers at
our galas and she was always very encouraging and
supportive of the swimmers. In the winter months
she assisted with athletics as a place judge and at the
same time, she ran her German conversation club.
She was also willing to help out with make-up for
the school production and wherever else she was
needed.
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According to her pupils, her class was a fun and
happy place to be. German breakfasts were held on a
regular basis and she organised for her boys to visit
the BMW factory and also took them to the German
bakery and butchery so that they would be able to
practise ordering food in German. She encouraged
her boys to participate in the FSA exchange
programme to Germany. Her pupils were always
selected to go to Germany after competing in a long
selection process. She also encouraged her Form 3
boys to participate in the German Olympiad and in
2012 her pupils were amongst the top 50 German
pupils nationwide.
In 2012 Mrs Naude obtained a bursary from
the Goethe Institute to travel to Germany to
attend teaching courses in Goettingen. She spent
six wonderful weeks in Germany and returned
inspired and full of new and exciting ideas for her
department.
Mrs Naude was a tutor in Matheson House under
Mrs Matthews and Mr Cornelius Smit. She chose to
take her Form 1 tutor group through to Form 5 and
then started afresh with a new Form 1 group which
is currently in Form 3. She was always present at
all the Inter-House activities and was kind and
compassionate to those boys in her care.
When Mrs Naude started teaching at Pollock
Campus, she became involved in the regular
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Wednesday morning prayer group. When Mrs
Rosie Wartmann let Boys High, Mrs Naude took
over as the leader of the group and never missed
an opportunity to pray with and for those around
her who were in need. Her kindness, compassion
and consideration for others are attributes that will
be sorely missed. If ever there was a need, Mrs
Naude would step in and assist, displaying by her
actions a sincere and deep Christianity. The boys,
staﬀ and parents have beneﬁtted from her love and
kindness.
Early in January 2013, Mrs Naude was approached
by the German teacher at Crawford College to take
over as head of the subject when she retired. At
the time, Mrs Naude was battling unsuccessfully
to cope with a problem with her throat and vocal
cords. Tempted by the prospect of smaller junior
classes, she accepted the post and will be continuing
her teaching career at Crawford College in Pretoria.
We are very sad to see Mrs Naude go but we wish
her well in her new school. No doubt, this gentle,
soft-spoken, caring yet fun-loving lady will soon
make her mark and add inestimable value to her
new school.
She will be missed by both the staﬀ and the boys.
Mrs H Gioia and Mrs A Matthews

Mrs Yvonne Uys started at Pretoria Boys High School
in 2001 and, sadly, she is leaving us due to retirement
at the end of 2013. Mrs Uys was employed as the
secretary at Pollock Campus and personal secretary
to the Deputy Headmaster based at Pollock.
Mrs Uys was an amazingly eﬀective secretary.
Her capacity for work was incredible. Things just
got done, and very well. She arrived at work early
and left late. Her work ethic and attention to detail
was staggering. Mrs Uys possesses the ability to
identify problems and solve them before I was even
aware there was a problem. Her time management
skills were excellent and long term planning a
deﬁnite strength. Importantly, she enjoyed her
work. Everything was done with a smile on her face.
Sitting idle was anathema to Mrs Uys. She exceeded
her job description in every regard.
That Mrs Uys was exceptionally good at her job is
evident however her real strengths, what made her
special, was the human side of her job.
Mrs Uys is a great listener. Staﬀ talked to her. They
trusted her. Her oﬃce was always full of people.
Albeit to that is the sage advice that she dispensed.
One of her nicknames at Pollock Campus was ‘Ma
Uys’ and she was a mother ﬁgure to many. She
listened, she cared and it showed. Everybody was
made to feel that they mattered. Laughter used to
spill out of her oﬃce all the time. I often walked into
her oﬃce and staﬀ were holding their sides, tears of
laughter running down their faces. I believe that a

happy staﬀroom is vital in a school and Pollock was
a very happy place and Mrs Uys was in the centre of
it all. She made people feel good and valued. Happy
staﬀ will willingly go the extra mile and a smile on
the face of a staﬀ member is gold. That people felt
good about each other and laughed together built a
really strong sense of community which made my
job as a manager both pleasant and a lot easier.
With all the people in and out of her oﬃce I don’t
know how she managed to get any work done. Mrs
Uys possesses incredible energy. She could reduce
a pile of work to nothing all the while holding a
running conversation with three people, answering
the phone, doctoring boys, ﬁxing the photocopy
machine and sending e-mails.
Trust is vital in the position that Mrs Uys held. I
trust Mrs Uys implicitly and she never let me down.
She was privy to a huge amount of information,
both about the school and individual boys and I
never had to worry about any of it leaking out. I also
appreciated her honesty and forthright nature.
It has been a privilege to work with such a special
person. She was the heart of Pollock Campus and
the glue that held so much together. I would like
to thank her, both personally and on behalf of the
staﬀ for all she has done for us and to wish her all
the best in her endeavours and her new position at
Old Boys.

TRIBUTES

Yvonne Uys

C A McBride
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Abernethy House
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Senior Housemaster:
Tutors:

Head Prefect:
Deputy:
Prefects:

Mr M Blew
Form I: Mrs B Nel
Form II: Mrs G du Plessis
Form III: Mrs K Botha
Form IV: Mrs T Thompson
Form V: Ms S Heuer and
Mrs A van Straten
Darroll Drabile
Gavin Marsh
Shivaar Chuturgoon
Dian Haasbroek
Sebastian Hitchcock
Adrian Koessler
Ethanne Soar

If one were to look at the Abernethy emblem,
one would see a powerful lion standing tall in all
its might. If one were to look closer at lions, one
would see that lions hunt in prides. When the
house prefects sat down at their planning meeting,
one of their goals was to improve the relationships
between the boys in diﬀerent forms, highlight boys’
individual achievements and bring about a greater
sense of unity and competitiveness in the house. In
other words, we wanted the members of the pride to
know more about each other, but more importantly
we wanted to strengthen the pack.
We kick started this process by organising a
number of braais for diﬀerent forms in the house.
Cultural items were introduced into our house
assemblies to honour the abundance of cultural
talent that our boys possess. There were some unique
Inter-Tutor competitions that crept their way into
house assemblies like rubric cube contests. Some
tutor periods were used to have group activities
ranging from arm-wrestling competitions to group
discussions with our Housemaster, Mr Blew.
Boys High is a school known for keeping with
tradition. One could say that Abernethy displayed
this by maintaining its traditional low ﬁnish at the
Inter-House gala. But another thing that is traditional
to Abernethy is to keep participation high and give
100% in every competition. Abernethy fought back
strongly in the Inter-House season. We began, by
putting on a brave performance in the Senior InterHouse rugby (where we were the highest placed dayboy house) under the superb leadership of Brandon
Geldenhuys. The heart of the lion this year was the
seniors and they led from the front and guided the
house to a few solid top four performances in other
Inter-House events, with the juniors providing some
respectable ﬁnishes.
The house was on ﬁre in the cultural department
with some of our matric boys being selected for the
World Youth Orchestra. A number of Abernethy
The Pretorian

boys took part in the annual production and
school Orchestra. Most impressive, however, was
the large number of boys who received academic
Colours throughout the year. The Abernethy
matric group is home to the “Green Team” who
are a group of boys who make up four out of the
top ﬁve academic performers in the whole matric
grade; including the matric Dux Scholar, GianPaolo Buﬀo.
Thanks go to all the tutors and staﬀ of Abernethy.
Their tireless work and care for the boys was
the formula for the success of the house. Special
mention must be made of the departed matric tutor
Ms S Heuer. Her understanding of the matrics was
key to us working together and her sarcastic sense
of humour will be sorely missed! We wish her all the
best for her future in the journalism industry.
I also thank our Housemaster, Mr Blew, for all
the support he has given the house prefects and
me personally. Entering as a new teacher at Boys
High is already tricky, but adding housemaster
responsibilities onto that makes it a challenging
task. Mr Blew made it clear from the beginning that
he wanted to improve the house and he has carried
out this responsibility with 120% commitment.
His passion for the boys and desire to compete are
moving the house forward. I wish him all the best
for his term as Housemaster and I know that the
house is in good hands in the future.
Unfortunate circumstances resulted in the passing
away of one of our Form I boys, Kamohelo Mothibe.
He was a shining star in the eyes of the staﬀ and
matrics, but also a best friend to his fellow Form Is.
He will be missed by the house and may his soul rest
in peace.
I can conﬁdently say that the pride has been
strengthened and there is more success in store for
Abernethy in the years to come.
Darrol Drabile
Head Prefect

Front Row L–R: A Koessler, E Soar, L Masters, G Marsh, S Heuer, D Drabile (Head of House), S Chuturgoon, D Haasbroek, S Hitchcock.
Second Row L–R: D Farelo, S Ragoonaden, S Nomdebevana, M Coetzer, W Sales, R Mutezo, W Thyssen, J Kearns, G P Buﬀo, A Kemp.
Third Row L–R: A Jordaan, J Lamprecht, D Thomas, J Machaba, B van Jaarsveld, M Watson, C Preston, T Fombad, B Geldenhuys.
Back Row L–R: T da Conceicao, W du Toit, M de Beer, T Hoﬀman, R Appana, Mr M Blew.
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Senior Inter-House Rugby Team
Swimming on Form I camp
Senior Inter-House Basketball Team
Selling pancakes on Heritage Day
House prefects show oﬀ the new House banner
Junior Inter-House Hockey Team
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Arcadia House
Senior Housemaster:
Tutors:

Head Prefect:
Deputy:
Prefects:

Mr C MacDonald
Form I: Mrs L Georgiades
Form II: Mr JP Dumas
Form III: Mr C Dowra
Form IV: Mr N Loupos
Form V: Mrs K Stenos
Trustworth Sibanda
Mitchell Black
Daneel Duim
Siyamdumisa Hans
Imtiaz Salie
Kevin Short
Ryan Todd

The year got oﬀ to a characteristically frenetic start.
We enjoyed a very successful Form I Camp which
was once again held on the school property. The
highlight of the weekend was the legendary obstacle
course which left every one of the boys covered in
mud from head to toe.
The ﬁrst term is characterised by many InterHouse events. I would like to highlight the InterHouse Play Festival where we came second. This is
a massive improvement from previous years where
we were usually placed towards the opposite end of
the results spectrum. In contrast to previous years,
our play was tasteful, humorous and well-rehearsed.
Another event which is worth highlighting is the
Junior Inter-House Cross Country event which was
also held in the ﬁrst term.
Although we were placed fourth in this event,
we were not beaten by any of the other day-boy
houses. The three boarding houses were placed ﬁrst,
second and third and so we can claim to have the
fastest and ﬁttest day-boy juniors. This result can be
largely ascribed to the dedicated eﬀorts of our house
prefects who, at the start of this year, ensured that
the boys were doing house runs on a regular basis.
This kept our boys ﬁt and active. The ﬁrst term was
concluded with Arcadia House winning the ﬁrst
ever Inter-House Golf event.
There are usually few Inter-House events in the
second term as the school sporting programme is so
full. We were, however, able to undertake numerous
tutor group outings during this time. On the Friday

James Short in the throes of felling his opponent.
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before the June exams we challenged Armstrong
and Sunnyside Houses to a triangular Inter-House
competition. Various events such as touch rugby,
soccer, archery and chess ensured that most interest
and talent groups were catered for. The triangular
was a huge success and will certainly become an
annual event in the future.
The third term saw the end of our winter sports
ﬁxtures and the start of a very busy Inter-House
sports season which kicked oﬀ with us winning the
Senior Archery event. The next epic clash was to be a
ﬁrst time event: the Inter-House Quiz which turned
out to be a huge success, and was enormously
enjoyed by boys and spectators alike. Kimon
Nicolaides and his team fought an intense cranial
battle which covered a wide spectrum of general
knowledge. After much cerebral jousting they
succeeded in winning the event with ﬂying colours.
The fourth term came and went in the blink of
an eye. We said a fond farewell to our matrics and
welcomed the new leaders for 2014. A deﬁnite highlight
of this term was our juniors winning the Inter-House
Water Polo competition. These boys really gave their
everything and played with incredible passion.
An aspect of the Inter-House events that I really
enjoyed and greatly appreciated this year was the
support for the players, both in the form of a limitless
bench (which ironically sometimes made it diﬃcult
to substitute) and the many spectators who came
down to cheer on our boys. It is always wonderful
to witness our boys stepping up to the challenge and
taking pride in their house and team.
Thanks must also go to our house tutors. Without
their eﬀorts our house would not be where it is
today. I am also greatly appreciative of all the work
that the house prefects put in this year. Arcadia
House continues to grow and improve year by year.
It is our philosophy not to re-invent the wheel, but
rather to learn from our mistakes and to pass these
lessons on to the next generation of Arcadia boys. It
is truly an honour and a privilege to lead a house as
great as ours with boys of the calibre that we have.
Mr C MacDonald
Senior Housemaster

Arcadia Senior Hockey Team.

Front Row L–R: S Hans, D Michael, R Todd, M Black, Mr C MacDonald (Housemaster), T Sibanda, K Short, D Duim, I Salie.
Second Row L–R: H Chong, D Eﬀendi, K Petersen, D Margolius, J van Jaarsveld, K Masters, M Nel, M Peete, M Mogashane, M Moche.
Back Row L–R: J Shin, A Frow, J van der Merwe, A Gasche, I Klapwijk, D Becker, R Kruger, J Dominy, C Humphries, C Grobbelaar, R Reddy, R Paul.
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Clean bodies and enthusiastic smiles before the obstacle course on the Form I Camp.
A winning cheer before the Junior Inter-House Basketball Competition.
Mo Saib receiving Honorary Life Membership to the Old Boys Association.
Coert van der Westhuizen pitting his wits against Sunnyside in the mid-year triangular Inter-House Competition.
Arcadia House Quiz Team consisting of Brandon van Veenhuyzen, Kimon Nicolaides, Michael Zaayman and Akshay Maharaj – winners of the
Inter-House Quiz competition.
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Armstrong House
Senior Housemaster:
Tutors:

Head Prefect:
Deputy:
Prefects:

Mr P Franken
Form I: Mrs D Albers
Form II : Mrs J Jones
Form III: Ms T Parker
Form IV: Mrs A Bolduc
Form V: Mr A De Kock
Phillip Roux
Richard Finlayson
Luke Greyling
Justin Jacobs
Emmanuel Olusegun
Evan Paul
Jason van Heerden
Pierre Volschenk

In Armstrong House we like to consider ourselves the
best dayboy house in the school. We strive to give the
boarders a hard time in the Inter-House competitions,
living by Mr Franken’s motto “let’s put the Pretoria
back in Pretoria Boys High School”. During 2013
we certainly established ourselves as a force to be
reckoned with in Inter-House competitions.
Although our year started on a fairly sour note
with a mediocre sixth place ﬁnish in the InterHouse swimming, something we pride ourselves
on performing well in, we quickly upped the tempo
by winning several Inter-House competitions and
achieving a top ﬁve ﬁnish in almost every single InterHouse competition. Most notable victories were in the
Senior and Junior Inter-House Table Tennis and Chess

competitions, as well as a win in the Junior Inter-House
Hockey. We had several second place ﬁnishes such as
in both soccer competitions and a third in junior InterHouse Rugby, a commendable feat as it is not every day
that a day house beats the borders at rugby!
On the cultural side, the Inter-House play was,
contrary to our usual, handled extremely professionally
this year by Evan Shuttleworth. It was an absolute
shock when we placed a lowly seventh but somehow
managed to scoop the awards for the best actor and
actress going to Joshua Olusygen and Matthew Otto
respectively.
Unfortunately, towards the end of the year the
house was struck with the tragedy of our brother, Dean
Michael’s, passing. He was a true friend and we were
extremely sorry that the circumstances under which
Dean had been living for so long forced him to make the
choices he did. Our thoughts and prayers continue to go
out to Dean and his family.
2013 has been an extremely successful year for
Armstrong House; however, this would not have been
possible without the continuous eﬀort and support
from the house prefects and the tutors who continually
gave of their own time for the beneﬁt of the house. To
the class of 2014, I challenge you to continue striving for
excellence and to cement our name as the super power
of Boys High Inter-House competitions!
Phillip Roux
Head Prefect

Form V Group

Front Row L–R: F Dearling, L Greyling, J van Heerden, R Finlayson, Mr A de Kock, P Roux, E Paul, J Jacobs, E Olusegun.
Second Row L–R: R Currie, E Shuttleworth, M Kruger, J Letcher, R Shariﬀ, D du Plessis, Z Kotzé, L van Biljon, D Michael.
Third Row L–R: Mr P Franken, M Mthembu, T Legoabe, N Ebrahim, S Mokuena, L Gqirana, S E Park, K Gernandt.
Back Row L–R: P Wombo, P Matlhoko, S Badenhorst, L Senekal, R Raubenheimer, M Keil, D Rouse, M Otto.
Absent: T Muchenje, P Volschenk.
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1. Inter-House Athletics: Senior Armstrong boys leading the house in a war-cry at the annual Inter-House Athletics event
2. One Act Inter-House Play. Cast: “An Actor’s Nightmare”: L to R: Kabir Mangrey, Samir Mangrey Back row: Joshua Harper, Matthew Otto,
Emmanuel Olusegun and Evan Shuttleworth Middle row: Joshua Harper, TK Khanyile and Garnet Müller Front row: Evan Paul and Jason
van Heerden
3. House Assembly in the West Fountain Quad Luke Greyling, Phillip Roux, Richard Finlayson and Pierre Volschenk leading the Thursday
House Assembly
4. Form 3 Armstrong Tutor Group at the “indoor’ mini soccer facility.
5. Gary Jenkins battling Hofmeyr House in the Inter-House Hockey Tournament
6. Richard Finlayson in action against Sunnyside House in the “Tri-House” Soccer Tournament
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Hofmeyr House
Senior Housemaster:
Tutors

Head of House:
Deputy:
Prefects:

Mr M Smuts
Form I: Ms D Cloete
Form II: Mrs M Prinsen
Form III: Mr D van Suilichem
Form IV:Mr P Ewart-Phipps
Form V: Mr P Noonan
Musa Musondo
Ryan Fair
Lesedi de Wee
Armand Horton
Calvin Howard
Rashied Khan
Shaun Pieterse
Pascal Robbertse

Life in Hofmeyr House has been very exciting this
year. Mr Smuts took charge of the house from Mr
Tucker who had done an awesome job during his
Senior Housemaster tenure. The challenge was
now to try and be innovative and change where
change was needed and introduce relevant systems
and ideas and keep the boys interested in where
we intend taking the house. Due to the great work
which was done by Mr Tucker, not much needed to
be added or altered this year.
We had an excellent group of Form Vs this year
who led by example. They set high standards in
terms of academic, sport and cultural commitment
and involvement.

One of the new activities which we have started
this year was an activity which involved the mentors
and their ‘skivs’. An hour before the New Parents’
Braai, we had an activity where all the matrics were
placed in groups of three at diﬀerent important
landmarks on the school grounds. The Form Is then
had to run all over the school grounds which tested
their knowledge regarding where the landmarks
were and the names of the matrics…something of a
treasure hunt. This was a successful activity which
was enjoyed by all. It was unique to the house and
created a sense of belonging and loyalty to Hofmeyr.
Inter-House activities included some highlights;
winners of Junior Squash, Junior Debating, Senior
Debating and Senior Water Polo. We achieved
second place in Inter-House Swimming (which
we led until the end), Archery (Senior and Junior),
Climbing (Senior and Junior), Junior Table Tennis
and the Form I Sports day.
Thanks go to the tutors of Hofmeyr House who did
an amazing job this year. Without their commitment
and dedication we would not have managed to
be such a happy house and achieve what we did.
Thanks to all the boys who gave of their time and
who were hugely committed. To those who can still
improve, make that change right now.
Mr M Smuts
Senior Housemaster

Form V Group

Front Row L–R: Rashied Khan, Calvin Howard, Ryan Fair, Mr P Noonan, Musa Masondo, Pascal Robbertse, Armandt Horton, Shaun Pieterse
Second Row L–R: Mr M Smuts, Shaquil Sutton, Francois Le Meme, Dithoriso Diholo, Gustav Jansen, Luc de Robillard, Jyoshil Pitamber,
Miguel Haasbroek, Maleka Malapile, John Lee, Michael Kakoulla
Third Row L–R: Toby Bester, Calvin Erasmus, Michael Botha, Nathan Smith, Kyle Gibson, Charles-Louis Herbst, Michael Oyedipe, Willem
Pauw, David Bradﬁeld, Ruan Kruger, Ruixuan Qi
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Inte r-House Athletics: Oliver Eggers and Tyrone van Zyl
Final House Assembly for matrics – Mr Mike Smuts
Inter-House Athletics: Rashied Khan
Inter-House Athletics: Michael Oyedipe
Inter-House Athletics: Tyrone van Zyl
Inter-House Athletics Braai: Hofmeyr Form 2s: Kyle Munday, Kristoﬀ Stoltz, Toko Maringa, Abeeku Bediako, Morgan Acker, David Howell,
Jared Rauﬀ, Vhuthu Mandiwana, Alex Swart, Leander Lottering, Ishe Mabugu
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Matheson House
Senior Housemaster:
Tutors:

Head Prefect:
Deputy:
Prefects:

Mr C Smit
Form I: Mrs M Müller
Form II : Mr H Dorlas
Form III: Mrs U Naude
Form IV: Mrs J de Meillon
Form V: Mr P Loots
Kelvin Pieterse
Daniel Human
Timothy Barlin
Athi Dube
Seth Fobian
Kibidi Neocosmos
Jono Swanepoel
Darren Terblanche

This has been a year of many ups and downs,
however, there were without a doubt more ups.
There were many challenges that we as a house
had to face, and the sheer determination, pride and
willingness of the boys to compete in the House
events deﬁnitely helped shape us as a house as well
as push us through this year.
At Boys High, the houses are not necessarily
ranked on how well they portray the image of their
House or most importantly on how they portray
Boys High as a school but rather on how well they
do in the Inter-House events. This year we achieved
a mixed set of results. We started with a bang by
winning the Inter-House Gala which is an important
event on the Boys High calendar. If there is one InterHouse event every house wants to win, it is the gala.
What a way to introduce our new Housemaster, Mr
Smit.
Our juniors really did well in the Inter-House
events by coming third in hockey, ﬁfth in the Form

Excitement before the ﬁrst Inter-House event of the year
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I Sports Day, and ﬁrst in the Junior Basketball. They
are a real prospect for the future of Matheson House
and I am sure they will do great things for the house
in the future. In the Inter-House events where boys
from all forms can take part, we achieved second
place in the Inter-House Play Festival and the InterHouse Quiz. All the boys really played their part
in order to achieve these ﬁne results. I'm sure that
Matheson House will strive to achieve even better
results in the future.
I thank the matrics for the amazing ﬁve years and
all the hard work behind the scenes which helped us
turn Matheson House into one of the great houses at
Boys High. Without the help of the house prefects,
my job would not have been so easy. They were
always there when needed and they led by example
which was evident in how well the Form Is caught
on to the Boys High way of things.
After leaving Matheson House as tutor of the
Form I’s at the end of 2009, Mr Smit returned as
Housemaster in 2013. Matheson House has deﬁnitely
taken a step in the right direction and I thank Mr
Smit for being so supportive, the house prefects
and most of all Matheson House! I will never forget
seeing the determination in Mr Smit's eyes to see
Matheson House succeed. Thank you, Sir.
Overall, this has been a very successful year and
the beginning of making Matheson undoubtedly the
best house in Pretoria Boys High School. I thank all
the parents for supporting their boys throughout
this year and I look forward to seeing Matheson's
progress in the future.
Kelvin Pieterse
Head of House

Inter-House Swimming Champions

Front Row L–R: K Neocosmos, J Swanepoel, T Barlin, D Human, Mr P Loots, K Pieterse, D Terblanche, S Fobian, A Dube.
Second Row L–R: L Venter, N Kembo, Z Mulaudzi, C van der Merwe, M Swart, N Dlamini, C Cornwall, D Marques, O Mfete.
Back Row L–R: Mr C Smit, W Somaru, M Ebrahim, J Naidoo, J Lu, Z Suleman, L Mateza, N Dunkley,T Wagemaker, O Ebrahim, V Kyriazis.
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4
Our ﬁrst day as House Prefects for 2014
We will sing until the sun goes down
A quick motivational session before the Inter-House gala
Another good day at the oﬃce
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Rissik House
Senior Housemaster:
Tutors:

Head Prefect:
Deputy:
Prefects:

M Badenhorst
Form I: Mr D Botha
Form II: Mr E Rust
Form III: Mr B Burrow
Form IV: Mr M Nesbitt
Form V: Mr J Page
Jay Cowie
Aymar Heyns
Dillan Baytopp
Sive Dzhabirov
Kgosi Moatshe
David Nel
ABE boy
Ryan Townsend

This was a year full of surprises but it left us all with
fond memories. The saying “It is not how you start
but rather how you ﬁnish” really epitomised the year
we experienced. The eﬀort even during the matric
ﬁnal exams and a top three ﬁnish in the ﬁnal InterHouse event shows the passion and commitment of
this group.
The school’s Grade 12 group has been excellent
and the Rissik matrics were no exception. With
several boys displaying their sporting prowess in
their diﬀerent sporting codes at First Team level

and the many boys who achieved Cultural and
Academic Colours throughout the year, Rissik has
had a successful year. The success of the house as
a whole was achieved by the great leadership and
initiative of the matrics. They understood from the
beginning that their actions and conduct would
have an eﬀect on the whole house. This made the job
for the prefect body and masters a whole lot easier.
Although we did not quite achieve all our goals
of winning certain house events, our hunger and
determination was never questioned. Our achieving
third place at the Inter-House gala is testimony to
this. It was evident that the matrics cared a lot about
the Inter-House events as many of them took the
initiative and oﬀered to coach or manage the junior
sides when the prefects could not. The highlights
of Rissik’s Inter-House campaign was deﬁnitely
winning the Climbing competition for the second
consecutive year and the Senior Rugby for the sixth
consecutive year. I thank the gentleman of Rissik for
making it a memorable year.
Finally, I thank the tutors for everything that they
have done over the year and for going the extra mile.
Mr M Badenhorst
Senior Housemaster

Form V Group

Front Row L–R: L. Rochford, S. Dzhhabirov, D. Nel, A. Heyns, Mr J. Page, J. Cowie, D. Baytopp, R. Townsend, K. Moatshe
Second Row L–R: Mr M. Badenhorst, T. Ntlatleng, K. Mpipi, J. Penny, T. Phele, Y. Ngubegusha, P. vd Merwe, M. Baker
Third Row L–R: T. Buys, D. Kennerley, E. Louw, M. Esteves, K. Schell, N. Mickel
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Matthew Baker got spoiled on V-day!!
Mulalo Mphaphuli, Jason Kearney, Kagisano Nteo and William Gersteling won the Junior relay race during the Inter-House Athletics meeting.
A word of thanks to the Parents’ Association of Rissik from the 2013 matrics
Rissik House play cast!
Form 5s – ready for the Inter-House gala
Rissik Matric dinner – a night to remember
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School House
Senior Housemaster: Mr D Harvey
Deputy Housemaster: Mr C Fielding
Tutors:
Form I: Mr J Kelly
Form II: Mr C Fielding
Form III: Mr D Webster /
Mr S Landsberg
Form IV: Mr J Cook
Form V: Mr D Harvey
Head Prefect:
Vaughn Scheepers
Deputy Head Prefect: Dale Harris
Prefects:
Unathi Chonco
Luvo Claassen
Jonathan Humphries
Neil Landsberg
Greg McMagh
Alex Menu
‘Tis here we learn to live! Boys we came and men
we leave. Some people reading this may think,
just as I did, that it is arrogant for a school and a
boarding house to make such bold statements. But
it is something that you can only understand once
you have experienced it. It is true, we really do grow
from boys to men in the hallowed halls of School
House and Boys High.
2013 was an extremely productive year for School
House. There were some tough times, but as a
house, we united and made an unrivalled success

of the year. The poor Inter-House gala result gave
the house a wake-up call and everyone rallied to
put the “Bulldogs” back on top. We bounced back
immediately with victory in Inter-House Athletics
and Cross Country. A determined “Bulldog” house
continued to work hard to get the year back on
track. The hard work paid dividends and resulted in
School House winning an unprecedented eight InterHouse events. I would like to make mention of the
impressive results in the Inter-House soccer. For the
ﬁrst time in many years, School House was victorious
in both the Senior and Junior event. Well done boys.
The brotherhood and passion amongst the boys
is second to none. We all shared in the house’s
achievement and stood together when we were
going through hardship and triumph.
I thank all the boys in each form for contributing to
our success this year. There is a wealth of character,
passion and loyalty amongst the boys, all of which
made me very proud.
I thank all the masters for ﬁve fantastic years at
School House. May School House continue to grow
from strength to strength and I wish the “Bulldogs”
everything of the best in the centenary year of 2014.
Ye Ye Bulldogs
Vaughn Scheepers
Head Prefect

Form V Group

Front Row L–R: D Melton, K Mokale, J Humphries, D Harris, Mr. D Harvey, V Scheepers, L Claassen, N Landsberg, U Chonco.
Second Row L–R: R Barreiro, A Lambley, S Levitt, R Watson, S James, J-P Crawford, D Dean, A Menu.
Back Row L–R: N Maluleke, D Murray, G McMagh.
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1. Khumo Mokale scoring important goal in victorious
Inter-House hockey match. Tyler Easton in close support
2. Zane Soutar and Neil “Buﬀel” Landsberg in action
against Arcadia in Senior Inter-House Rugby
3. School House matrics (Daniel Murray, Sean
Levitt and Kaldyn Vollmer) hard at work doing
community service for thinking they are “Tops” (no
comment)
4. School House parading up Main Drive en route to
swimming gala
5. Mighty School House preparing for Inter-House Cross
Country
6. Greg McMagh scoring a basket in Senior Inter-House
Basketball. Timothy Thompson getting ready for the
rebound
The Pretorian
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Solomon House

46

Senior Housemaster:
Tutors:

Head of House:
Deputy:
Prefects:

Mr J Tucker
Form I: Mr J Webber
Form II: Mr R Blackmore
Form III: Mr D de Lange
Form IV: Mr R Fourie
Form V: Mr W Koekemoer
Blaine Morgan
Thlogi Mosuwe
Steven Barber
Michael De Waal
Adam Engelbrecht
Kyle Glass
Phil Henry

The year start on an exciting note with the annual
Form 5 camp at Maretlewane . For many of the
matrics this is one of the highlights of the year. This
proved to a very enjoyable and fruitful venture. A lot
of planning and goal setting took place and in short
it was a pleasant and successful camp and I felt very
conﬁdent about the year ahead.
The swimming gala was the ﬁrst of many Inter
House events. This is a great event and everyone
enjoyed being involved in it. For Solomon House it’s
even more so because this is the ﬁrst opportunity for
the parents to get together and show their passion
and commitment to the house. The evening started
with the whole House assembling on the lawn for
some war cry practise after which Mr Blackmore
lead the House to the pool with the accompanying
sound of the bagpipes – very impressive.
The Inter-House Events are an important part of
every House. It is an important spirit and passion
builder. Although the success of Solomon House
should not be measured on Inter-House victories
alone it was quite satisfying to win no less than 4
Inter-House events and coming second in few others.
The Inter-House play festival was deﬁnitely the
major victory for the year. Not only did Solomon
win the Play Festival, we took all the awards and
prizes on the night, barring one.
Prizes and awards on the evening include:
• Best actor, Runner-up: Tshepo Phahlamohlaka
• Best Visual Production
• Best Director: Thlogi Mosuwe
• Overall winner of the festival
Our second major Inter-House victory was Senior
Basketball and what makes this victory special is
the fact that in our entire team we only had one boy
who plays basketball for the school, yet as a team the
Solomon Boys got together, jelled well and played
amazing basketball in the ﬁnal.
Our other victories were Junior Archery and
Junior Climbing.
As Solomon House we are very proud of our
achievements. However, the boys have already
The Pretorian

decided that they want to do even better next year.
As already mentioned, traditionally success is
associated with the amount of victories one achieves
on the sports ﬁeld. Although Solomon House has
talented sports stars, Solomon boys take the lead in all
aspects of school life. They understand the ethos and
philosophy of the school. They understand that the aim
and purpose of the school and the house is to produce
ﬁne young gentleman who will make a diﬀerence in
the future. It is because of this understanding and belief
that the boys of Solomon House judge themselves by
more than just their sporting achievements.
Academic performance, general behaviour, support
and commitment and their contribution to charity are
all indicators that attest to the success of their success.
A couple of examples are: the Form 1 Sports Day,
RCL Heritage Day, soccer against Transoranje School
for the Deaf and the “informal house sports day”.
Especially during the informal sports day, there
were no inter house competition, but the Boys of
Solomon House had a presence and everyone took
note of them – their appearance and behaviour on
the day stood out.
I believe that Solomon House is a whole lot more
than just the building next to the school building. It
is the boys and they boys’ love and passion for the
group we call “SOLOMON HOUSE”.
Solomon House’s vision and/or aim is to create a
happy house, where everyone has the opportunity
to be an individual and have a “safe space” to grow
and develop to his full potential. Adding to this is
the aim of producing caring men of courage who
serve others and make a diﬀerence in the world. All
of these traits will ensure that Solomon House will
go from strength to strength in the future and that it
will remain the best House at PBHS.
Personally, looking back at the year, it was an
honour and privilege to be part of Solomon House.
The way that the boys and parents accepted me and
my family into the circle of trust was humbling. I
would like to thank every boy (and parent) that
made my ﬁrst year as Senior Housemaster special.
Thank you to the Solomon House junior masters
for your continued support and help during the
year. Staﬀ like you, make one’s job very easy.
Mr Webber and Mr de Lange are leaving Solomon
House. Mr Webber is going to start his own business
and Mr de Lange will be taking up a position as a tutor
at day boy House. We wish you both well for the future.
I am conﬁdent that 2014 is going to be an even
bigger success for Solomon House and we are
looking forward to everyone’s safe return on the
14th of January 2014.
Mr J Tucker
Senior Housemaster

Front Row L–R: J Mofokeng, S Barber, A Engelbrecht, T Mosuwe (Deputy Head Boy), Mr W Koekemoer, B Morgan (Head of House), P Hendry,
K Glass, M. de Waal.
Second Row L–R: D Goosen, L Mda, S Clarke, C Giovannoni, R Barlow, B Maier, R Scott, C Lister.
Back Row L–R: G Bowmaker-Falconer, C Bolton, A Hays, M Petje, K Obodozie, D Peens, C Welch, Mr J Tucker.
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Solomon House Inter-House Rugby Team preparing to play in the ﬁnal.
Life in and around the Solomon House. L to R: Cameron Welch, Rory Barlow, Rushavlan Redhi and Daniel Fryer
Tlhogi Mosuwe, director of winning Inter-House Play and recipient of the Best Director Award
Inter-House gala: Great passion shown by the Solomon Boys
Solomon House matrics
Back (L–R): Adam Engelbrecht, Junior Mofokeng, Ruben Scott, Courtney Bolton, George Bowmaker-Falconer, Bryce Maier, Dillon Peens, Philip Henry
Front (L–R): Kyle Glass and Tlhogi Mosuwe
6. Proud tradition in Solomon House
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Sunnyside House
Housemaster:
Tutors:

Head of House:
Deputy:
House Prefects:

Mr M Moodley
Form I: Ms R-L Kellock
Form II: Ms J Beckwith
Form III: Mr K Petje
Form IV: Mrs H Coetzee
Form V: Mrs D Roode
Ricko van Straaten
Marc Knoetze
Cliﬀord Engels
Mbulelo Jimlongoe
Kitso Kgokong
Steven Meyburgh
Thembelani Moyo
Duane van Wyk

I am happy and privileged to be writing this house
report as Housemaster of Sunnyside. What an
incredible year we have had. When I think back on
our performances in 2013, what stands out are the
excellent results we obtained in all house activities.
Overall we have made great progress and our
results this year reﬂect this. The people who belong
to Sunnyside are our greatest strength and we must
continue doing what we have been doing. I believe
that the secret of this success is our passion, and the
respect we have for each other and for the house.
We have boys with extra-curricular talent, who
are always plotting our next move, whether it be in
music, drama or sport. Inspired by the success and
strength of the class of 2012, the class of 2013 did
not let us down. I would like to congratulate all our
boys for their wonderful achievements on the sports
ﬁeld this year. You have really made us proud and I

encourage you to set yourselves new goals to achieve.
Our Head of House Ricko van Straaten, ably
assisted by Marc Knoetze, the House Prefects and
the Sunnyside staﬀ performed their duties with
aplomb, sensitivity and humility. Their demeanour
set the tone for the younger forms to aspire to. It is
always sad to say farewell to a group of boys who
have contributed so much and who have been so
much a part of the character of Sunnyside, but I wish
our 2013 matrics well, as this is an exciting time for
them as they embark on their individual journeys.
We sadly bid a fond farewell to Ms J. Beckwith
and welcome Ms N. Kock to Sunnyside House.
Ms Beckwith is an imaginative thinker and has the
ability to come up with creative and innovative
solutions and tutor lessons. She has been an asset to
Sunnyside and possesses a natural ability to make
everyone around her feel at ease, and raises team
spirit among the boys. In her farewell to the House,
Ms Beckwith said “Sunnyside is very dear to my heart,
as my dad was head of Sunnyside in 1972, and both my
brothers were head of Sunnyside, in 2007 and 2011.”
Next year’s prefects, under the leadership of
Aiden Malan, display a “spring in their step” that
makes me think that we are in for a very successful
2014. They are incredibly enthusiastic about all the
tasks that have been assigned to them. I look forward
to working with all who belong to Sunnyside in
2014, to ensure Sunnyside grows, and each of you
grows with it.
Mr M Moodley
Senior Housemaster

Form V Group

Front Row L–R: T Moyo, D van Wyk, M Jimlongoe, M Knoetze, Mrs D Roode, R van Straaten, C Engels, S Meyburgh, K Kgokong.
Second Row L–R: C Imrie, M Maziya, E Sujee, B Gopaul, L Robinson, M Frayne, R van Schalkwyk, E Benadie, M van Wyk.
Third Row L–R: J van der Merwe, D Mphephu, T Molefe, R van Vuuren, A Viljoen, F San Giorgio, T Moodley, S Gibson, M Mills, R. Zeller.
Back Row L–R: B Kavuma, O van Niekerk, C Strasheim, N Petzwinkler, K Matjiu, Mr D Moodley, J Dehlen, J Lawrie.
Absent: T John.
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1. Cheering Sunnyside athletes at Inter-House Athletics, where
Sunnyside ﬁnishes in 3rd place.
2. Dylan Slogrove getting some advice from Mrs Georgiades before
Inter-House Archery.
3. Sunnyside Inter-House Hockey Team.
4. Sunnyside Inter-House Golf Team.
5. Form 2s warming up for Inter-House Cross Country.
6. Form 1s ﬁghting for their place in the Sunnyside Athletics Team.
7. Justin Sebonka and Eleazar Leyds ﬁnishing well at Inter-House Cross
Country.
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Town House
Senior Housemaster:
Tutors:

Head Prefect:
Deputy:
Prefects:

Mr R O’Donoghue
Form I: Ms C Parkin
Form II: Ms H Brett
Form III: Mrs M Petrou
Form IV: Mrs T Millar
Form V: Mrs S Harbour
Jon Seeliger
Costa Kyriakou
Richard Bettman
Connor Henry
Felix McGregor
Kamogelo Mokwela
Davishkar Moopanar
Achuma Ngelanga

“A time comes when you need to stop waiting for the
man you want to become, and start being the man you
want to be.” – Bruce Springsteen
For four years ten months two days eighteen
hours and a few minutes we, Form 5 boys, have been
part of this amazing school – and for most of us it
has been deﬁned by passion which the dictionary
describes as “any powerful or compelling emotion
or feeling – such as love or hate”. Passion is a force
– sometimes an uncontrollable one. It infuses our
lives with meaning which could be joy or even anger.
Passion grabs our attention and brings commitment
and determination. Of one thing we can be sure – it
causes us to act. When guided by the desire to help
people lead bigger, more meaningful, fuller lives,
passion has the potential to help create a better
world. Passion is the ﬁre that burns within us – it
enables us to go to places others are afraid of, to try
things others are afraid to do, and to be the kind of
people others are afraid to be. Passion creates the
energy and drive required to do what others think
is impossible.
In Town House we are passionate people and
must continue to be. I believe our passion was
displayed at all Inter-House events this year – yes,

even at debating! Even if all could not see it, it was
there between the competitive phrases and facts.
Town achieved ten top ﬁve placings in these events
this year – a statistic to be proud of. We once again
lie within the top ﬁve houses in the school in terms
of performance at the Inter-House events and have
sustained our top ﬁve position since I arrived here
in 2009. We recently endured a considerable amount
of bad luck but ﬁnished strongly with a win at the
Inter-House Senior Squash competition.
What a year it has been. It is extremely diﬃcult
to describe brieﬂy what is was like, but that is Boys
High. It has typically been ﬁlled with unbelievable,
unforgettable moments. A unique brotherhood has
been forged which will remain with us for many
years to come. I am so proud to be part of such a
caring, passionate and dedicated Town House family.
Our name is known far and wide across the ﬁelds of
Boys High: TOWN
T: For a true team of top boys bound by trust
O: For optimistic, original and outstanding boys
W: For a wonderful year in which I know we have
truly been worthy winners, whether it be sport,
academically or at cultural events.
N: For new beginnings as we sadly come ever closer
to the end of an incredible journey, one ﬁlled with
memories that will stay with us for the rest of our
lives.
Thanks to the boys, Mr O’Donoghue and our
teachers for ﬁve unbelievable years in Town House. I
hope that all the Form Vs, when our time at this great
school ends, will be able to say that “ ’Tis in Town I
learned to live!.”
John Seeliger
Head Prefect

A quick ‘photo op’ after a Thursday morning House Assembly.
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Front Row L–R: R Bettman, A Ngelanga, F McGregor, C Henry, Mrs S Harbour (Tutor), J Seeliger (Head of House), C Kyriacou,
D Moopanar, K Makwela.
Second Row L–R: J van der Breggen, S Terblanche, D Bester, B Cottrell, K Cunningham, P Rayner, J Wolﬀ, T Malherbe, L Lebese.
Third Row L–R: K van der Colﬀ, R. Ephraim, R Da Ponte, N Shabangu, G Kinsey, V Edwards, M Ball, C Ndonga, A Tohoungba.
Back Row L–R: Mr R O'Donoghue (Senior Housemaster), D Anderson, R Pienaar, C Lock, D Qi, J van Loggerenberg, E Singh.
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1. Our boys in full voice at the Inter-House Athletics. Go Town House!
2. Richard Bettman and Christiaan Kleynhans making sure that everyone has enough
to eat at the Town House braai.
3. Our captain and his crew. Connor Henry with Felix McGregor and Brendan
Cottrell at the Inter-House Play Festival.
4. ‘Brothers in arms’, Town House boys supporting their team at the Inter-House gala.
The Pretorian
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Form One Camp
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1. With their newly-issued house tee-shirts, the Rissik House Form One group moves to their designated camping spot.
2. Emerging from the so-called “Ottergat” on the obstacle course.
3. Team work on the obstacle course.
4. & 5. Form one groups, covered in mud from the obstacle course, pose for the camera.

52

The Pretorian

1

3

5

ANNUAL EVENTS

Commencement

2

4
1. Parents and new boys enjoying
the displays of various clubs
and societies before the
ceremony.
2. Dr Niel van der Watt
conducting the new boys
during the singing of "Five
Hundred Faces".
3. New Form One boys
singing the Harrow song,
"Five Hundred Faces"
with gusto.
4. The Headmaster welcomes
new boys and their
parents to Boys High.
5. Some members of the
school's pipe band
performing in the East
Fountain Quad.
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Matric Dance
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The school hall transformed for the Indian-themed evening
A couple dressed to the hilt in their traditional outﬁts
Having a ball!
The brightly lit entrance to India

The Pretorian

5. The Greeks strutting their stuﬀ!
6. The welcoming party: Mr and Mrs Reeler, Connor Henry and Jay
Cowie with their beautiful partners

ANNUAL EVENTS
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1. The sun setting on the entrance to India
2. The beautiful drapes lit up for the evening
3. One of the little Indian elephants decorated for the grand occasion

4. The waiters, with their colourful turbans and sashes, ready to welcome
the guests

The Pretorian
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40 Year On Reunion
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Guests in the library courtyard.
Library display for the class of 1973.
One of the 40 Year On group signing the visitors book.
Enjoying the shade of the library courtyard during the tea.
Library prefects serving refreshments to old boys and their wives.
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50 Year On Reunion
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5.

Professor Clinton Harrip-Allen and Mr Ted Jones.
Guests in the library during the morning tea.
The special library display to help with the reminiscing.
Members of the class of 1963 in the gallery during assembly.
Singing "Forty Years On" during the Friday assembly.

5
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Remembrance Day

ANNUAL EVENTS

M

1

2
1. The “brooding Soldier” memorial near Ypres in Belgium, visited on
the 2013. History Tour to Europe.
2. The head prefect for 2014, Marthinus Erasmus, laying a wreath on
behalf of the school.
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r Illsley, members of the Defence Force,
members of Staﬀ, Ladies and Gentlemen
and young men of Boys High.
It is indeed a great privilege to stand here this
morning and to share in this important day in the
school’s calendar – a day which is very much a part
of the fabric of the illustrious history of this place.
Our school is built upon some very ﬁne traditions
and the annual Remembrance Day Service is one
such institution that stretches back decades to the
period immediately after the conclusion of World
War I. This is a day that continues to draw men and
women back to the school in order that they might
remember and pay tribute to their loved ones – be it
a father, uncle, brother or son. It is a very poignant
time for many of them as they sit here in front of the
War Memorial at the main entrance of the school.
This occasion, in particular, brings back memories
of loved ones who paid the supreme sacriﬁce. Their
numbers have diminished over the years, but the act
of remembrance is still very important to them, as
it is to us. We are gathered here today to bring to
memory and remember with gratitude the Old Boys
from our school who gave their lives in the World
Wars and the conﬂicts since then so that the world
might enjoy peace.
We are on the cusp of celebrating the centenary of
the outbreak of the First World War – The Great War,
the supposed “war to end all wars”. Those of you
who are students of history and those of who are not,
would do well to follow the National Geographic
channel on television. At present a series on the First
World War is being screened. It is fascinating and a
real eye-opener to what the men had to endure in
that war. The names of Old Boys of this school, who
fought under those conditions, and who gave their
lives in the Great War, are inscribed above us here on
the front façade of the main entrance to the school.
It is very possible that their names are just names
and they might have no relevance to us, but as we
read in the Book of Ecclesiasticus, which was read
to us by the Head Prefect, we take note of some of
those verses:
‘Some have left behind a name, so that others declare
their praise. But of others there is no memory; they have
perished as though they had never existed…but these
were also godly men whose righteous deeds have not been
forgotten…’
We can easily call to mind the names of famous
military men from WW I: General Smuts, Field
Marshall Haig and General Lukin – to name but a
few. Those in leadership positions numbered far less
than the masses who heeded the call to arms. And
the majority of those men left no lasting impression,
perhaps not recorded in a history book, but it is

ANNUAL EVENTS

just possible they did do something that didn’t get
a mention in despatches. Maybe they cared for and
showed compassion for their fellow comrades-inarms. Many thousands of them might be nameless,
but today we remember that they answered the call
to arms and were prepared to oﬀer the supreme
sacriﬁce.
We read in the Gospel of John this morning these
words:
‘No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends’.
There are names recorded here who were
prepared to die in the service of their country and for
their fellow human beings. Many men and women
did not want to give the supreme sacriﬁce, but they
did, and in so doing, they gave a practical example
of sacriﬁcial love to their fellow comrades-in-arms
by listening, helping, encouraging and giving.
These are qualities which still need to be lived out
and practised in our daily lives and especially in the
times in which we live.
A member of my congregation in Rustenburg,
Harry Hassel, who happens to be an Old Boy of
School House, gave me his late father’s diary to
read which he kept when he fought in WWI. Reg
Hassel had just reached the age of 20 years when he
enlisted in the Engineering Corps in 1915 and he did
his training at Aldershot. His reason for enlisting?
“It’s only right that the family should have one
representative at the Front”. After training he was
sent out to Belgium. Just listen to what he wrote on
July 7th 1915:
In the trenches at Festubert. The chap who guided
us (Sapper Bear) didn’t know the way, and, we, after
wandering around for some time eventually had
to cross an open space where we came under the
ﬁre of a sniper, who took three shots at me before
I got in the cover of a communication trench, and
two more as I pursued my way along the same. I tell
you I got down after the ﬁrst shot pinged past my
ear. Then another came over and I got down a bit
further. Having lain still for a bit I made a dash for
the communication trench, which I reached without
further attention. But the amiable sniper had his eye
on me all the way down, sending two more over and
I didn’t feel safe till I reached the trench. Previous to
being sniped, we’d had a few shells over as we came
down the road. However, we were pretty comfy in
our dug-out. Though it is not really a dugout, but
a little hut composed of a framework covered with
sandbags. It’s very small and conﬁned but fairly
snug considering.
A few days later on July 12th he wrote:
Tonight is very still, too still to my liking. Even
the snipers are not so energetic as usual. Such a

1. Old Boys, Dale Smith and Tshepo Ramaila, both serving in the
Medical Services of the SANDF, who attended the ceremony.
2. The boys singing “O’ God our help in ages past” during the
ceremony.
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very still night is just as nervy as if there were shells
ﬂying around. Soon after I left to go to HQ, it was
shelled and an operator killed. It makes me wonder
if there’s much chance of getting thro’. I’m frightfully
superstitious, and can’t help dreading tomorrow the
13th. It’s always associated in my mind with bad
luck is that number. We’re expecting a big attack any
time too. Well, if I go under, I go under. But one can’t
help dreading it either. Well, one must just put one’s
trust in God and take what’s coming. Still, it would
be good to pull thro’ if simply to enjoy the pleasures
of peace again. War’s a terrible senseless thing and
this war is more so than any other. Artillery plays the
principal part; when one comes to think, what are we,
but great silly kids throwing things at one another. As
we get older we ﬁnd more dangerous things to throw.
What a ghastly farce is this civilisation and science of
ours. Any invention of any note seems to be designed
primarily for the hurt of others.
Reg was demobbed in April 1919 and he wrote:
War is hellish. There is nothing good or beautiful,
ﬁne or glorious about war. The only thing I found at
all beautiful on Active Service was the friendships
that were born out of the peculiar conditions in which
we had to live. A pal out there was a pal indeed. He
became almost a part of oneself, one never thought
of oneself without thinking of one’s pal, and to lose
him or to have to part from him was grief indeed.
Let us hope with all our hearts that, that while the
horror is still fresh in people’s minds before they
have time to forget, some deﬁnite step will be taken

in the direction of the making of a lasting peace, so
that our children and our children’s children may be
freed from this awful curse.
There is a post-script to Reg Hassel’s story: Harry
informed me that for many years there was a rosary,
a cruciﬁx and an altar frontal that had pride of place
in their farmhouse. Nothing was ever said, but on
a day when his dad was in his 80’s he had a twinge
of conscience and the full story came out. During
the war he and some friends had gone into a church
and had taken some mementos. These are what he
brought out to South Africa. Through the assistance
of the Belgium Ambassador to South Africa, a
representative of the Catholic Church came out to
their farm and these items were returned to their
rightful place from whence they had been taken.
Honesty had overcome the guilt of many years.
And so it was the guns of war ﬁnally fell silent at
11:00 on the 11th day of the 11th month. The Armistice
was signed and hostilities came to an end. It was a
South African, Sir Percy Fitzpatrick, who is credited
with suggesting a two minute silence. The origins of
the silence can be found in a note dated 4 November
1919, submitted to Lord Milner for the consideration
of the War Cabinet by Sir Percy Fitzpatrick. He had
been directly aﬀected by the war as his son had been
killed in France in 1917. He wrote:
'In the hearts of our people there is a real desire to ﬁnd
some lasting expression of their feeling for those who gave
their lives in the war. They want something done now
while the memories of sacriﬁce are in the minds of all;…

Prior to the commencement of the Remembrance Day Service on 11th November.
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